
Sw½ec-T .. :rz-les. f ~2:(J.cLV\_~ p \ "',.\-1<..0, ,().,,.,..A·< -.;,.P< u'("ltJ a,f\e f 

-;:::,.e f ,D~s ,on.. d G r r · DV\C.-1 evt.c. 

/' 1 r'- L/ 1, s- ~de., Ghsr;--b-ti°"' 

PLEASE RETAIN 
ORIGINAL ORDER 

U ARCHIVES 
SERIES ? -0135 

B~·~ 

FILE 

I 

1 
I) A, G- I:,. /, . l.._ ( • o 

' , 



. ' 

CONSTJ;TU!IO!f OF W REPUlll,IO Q THI 00 GQ - e_ 
ARRANGEMENT INTO PARTS 

THE PRE .1BLE 

Part I 

l . The Ethics and aims of the Republi 

2 . '.I.'he Republic its Territorie 

3. Citizenship 

Part II 

Fundamental Right 

Part I I 

The ecutive 

A. The Pre i dent 

Bo The Central Governm n 

Tpe Legislature 

Ao Th Central Legislature 

». The r ovince 



- 2 -

Relations and the Provinces 

A. ~e Distribution of Power 

B. The Oonsti tu.tional Court 

• 

Part VI 

1. Organieation 

2. Terms and Oohditions 

3. The ·Procurator-General 

4. !rhe Director of Au it 

l.. Organization of Police Force 

2. Control 

3. Functions 

C. The A:rme d Foroes 

of Courts and Juriad1ction1 

Supreme Court of Juatio 

Courts o Appeal 



-3-
... 

The Courts of First Instance~ 

The Police MagiStratete Courts 

the Customary Courts . 

Fi:ollnce of the Re;public 

· 1. The Sources of' Public Funds 

2. Power of Taxation 

3. Distribution of Fiscal Resources 

4. Financial Practices and Procedures 

Part IX 

Constitution 

l. Amendment of' the Constitution 

2. Revision of the Constitution 

3. Admission or Creation of New Provinces 

Provisions 

1. Operative Date of the Constitution 

Adaptation of Existing Laws to the Constitution 

3. Tra?l$itional Provisions 



• 
our nat on.al. unity, to maintain our 

Constitution: 



... 

PART I 

1. The Ethics 

, Th;e Republic .of the 

State: 

democratic and sovereign 

Art . 2 (1) fhe Republic repudiates any recourse to force as a 

means o:f' solving international co.iifiicts and, to this end, 

it favours and ·enoourages reoourse to arbitration. to 
.,, 

international courts and to any otlier organ of internationa.1 

adjudication for the pro ot-:ton oi: intorna•uional· ~peac and 

security. 

(a) The Republic affirms and re~g nizea the right of all 

• peoples to self-determination, and condemns any intervention 

in the internal affairs o2 other Stat s. 

(3 ) The Republic recognizes the necessity of developing 

co-operation with l States on the basis of reciprocity, 

favours and supports i inter11ational. organizations, and 

respects international law and treaty obligations. 

Art.3 The Republic shall have the sole right to · deola.re war, 

make peace and conclude treaties and other international 

agreements with other countries. 

Art.4 The defence of the fatherland is a sacred duty of every 

Congolese citizen. 
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· Art . 5 · Ho Province or other part of the territory 0£ the ~Republic 

may secede from it,· 

Art.6 (1) The Republic shall :protect the family as the natural arid 

moral b s:l.a oi: society. 

(2 ) ill publio authorities shall support parent~ in the 

tasH:'I of bringing up and educatir:ig their children ... 

(3 ) For tnoee who are of marriegea.ble age as fixed by l.aw 
tr 

the freedom to ma:rry shaU 'be guaranteed. 

Art . 7 The Republic shall take a.11 necessary step 

111.Stitutions and establish conditions far the protection of 

youth from exploitation and pbys~oal , mora.1 or intellectu.~ 

neglect. 

·· Art.a (1 ) ~e Republic sha11 be impartial in regard to 

religious persuasions. 

(2) No person shall on religious ground alone 

against in respect of any employment or public office (;µlyWhere . 
< 

within the Republic . 

(3 ) Religious associations shall have the same obligations and 

rights as other associations permitted by law. 
"J>c 

Art.9 (1 ) The Republio shall protect work in all its forms and 

sha.11 take effective steps to encourage vocational; tra~ 

so as to combat unemployment and vagrancy. 
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(2) It shall see to it that the following are gµaranteed 

to a.lli 

(a) Equitably remunerated employment, regardless 

of aexs 

(b) Decent and humane 'conditi·ons of work; 

(c) Time-off and leisure. il'i partioula.r by 

reasonable limitation of hours of' work by 

periodic holidays with pay; 

(d) Hygienic conditions compatible ith the age, 

·sex and state of health of the workerst 

(e) A retirement pe~ion and financial assistance 

in case of accident, illness or other incapacity. 

Art.10 (l) The right to s:trike 111.ey not be exercised for political 

ends nor may its exercise be allowed to interfere with the 

liberty of workers or property rights. , 

(2) The law ma;y lay down that certain procedures for 

solving labour disputes be followed be£ore the declsxation 

of a strike as well as ·when the prolongation of the strike 

affects the national interest. 

Art.ll (l) There shall be free private enterprise. 

(2) But the law shall determine such limitations as are 

justified on the grounds of public order and the general 

interest of the national econoll\Y• 
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( ) In the :national intere 1 certain o nomi oti 1 ties 

may b r servoo as within the oomp tenoe of th· Republi, 

th Province or other public institutions. 

(4) The epubli sh l take all nee a y measur a to ensur 

the o security and to ell-being 

of all ita 

Art.12 (1) !l!he Republic shall maintain and 

e r peot for indiv 

and ~ shall give the rel.evant 

era for these ends. 

Al,t .13 No citiZen 0£ the epublio shall receive or retain~ 

honour. title, gift, sala.:cy- or pension from any foreign 

G overnmezrt . 

Art . 14 Wliile the foregoing provisi_ons shal.J. not b enforceable 

iri any- court 0£. 1 w, all legisl tion shall be guded and 

info~d by their spirit and content . 
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with the procedure laid down in Part IX of this Constitution 

for the admission or creation of new Provinoes . 

Art .17 (l) Notwithstanding that Article' 16 ( 2 ) haa been complied 

with, any of the purposes stated in Article 16 (1) hall 

not be carried out except by and under the supervision of 

tlie Central Government , 'Which shall also have the duty to 

organize and provide f'or the due administration of the new 

Province or such of the existing ProVinces as may be affected. 

(2) l3efore acting in aooordanoe with the provisions of 

sub-section (1) of this Article , the Central Government may 

hold a referendum. and require that be:fore and during the 

referendum, the authority of the Province concerned sha1l 

be temporarily replaced by that of the Oentral Government 

and its duly appointed functionaries. 

3• Citizenship 

Art .18 There shall be only one citizenship of the Republic of the 

Congo, and it shall be governed entirely by Central 

Government legislation. 

Art.19 Every person shall be a citizen of the Republic of the 

Congo who, at the coming into operation of this Constitution 

' is domiciled in aey part of the Republic~ who or one of 

whose parents was born therein or who hns been ordinarily 

resident therein for not less than seven y,ears immediately 
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before this Constitution come force. 

A.rt . 20 Any person who or either. of whose parents or any of whose 

grand-parents was born in the Republic and who is ordinarily 

resident outside the Republic shall be deemed to be a 
« 

citizen of the Republic if he has been so registered by the 

diplomatic or consuJ.ar representative of' the Republic or 

Art.21 Every person born after the commencement of 

this Co:nsti tt1.tion shall become a citizen of the Republic 

at the date of his birth ti.nless: 

(i) either of his parents was not at tha~ time a citizen 

(ii) hie father was then an ene~ birth took 

place in e:n:y ene1ey'-occupied territory. 

Art.22 No person who has voluntarily acquired the citizenship of 

any foreign State shall be a citizen of the Republic . 

Art.23 Any being t snty-one years of age, was a citizen 

0£ the Republic and aiso a citizen of a foreign oountry 

slia11 oease to b~ a citizen of the Republic upon his reaching 

the age of twenty-one years unless he has legally given up 
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his citizenship of that foreign country or has renounced 

such citizenship in a:ny manner that Parliament ma;y prescribe 

by le; . 

Art . 24 Notwithstanding the provisions of tli:1-8 Section, Oongres 

ehall have ~he power to make provision for, the ac~uisition, 

deprivation, renunciation and term.1:hation of citizenship 

of the Republ~o o~ the Congo. 
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Art . 28 No person m.ey- be held in slavery or servitude or any- other 

analogous condition, 

Art . 29 No person may be compelled top rform forced or obligatory 

labour, excepts 

( a ) Labour normally required from a person subjected 

to etention under the conditions sti pulated 

in Article 6 1 · 

(b ) Service required in the event of crises or 

cala.rriities threatening the life or w llbeing 

of the community; 

(o ) Work or service that is part of civil or military 

obligations imposed on citizens under the law. 

Art . 30 ( l ) No person may be deprived of his ~iberty except in 

the fol~owing cases and in accordance with legal procedures 

(a ) If he is regularly detained after conviction 

by a competent court; 

(b ) If he is under arrest or regular detention, ei ther 

for infringement of a court order made in 

conformity with the la , or in order to guarantee 

the execution of an obligation prescribed by l aw1 
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( o ) If he has been arr sted and detained with a view 

to being brought before the competent judicial 

authority , wh n there is plausible reason t suspect 

that he ha. committed e.n offence or when there are 

reasonable grounds to believe that it i _s nee ssary 

to prevent nim :from oommi tting an off once or from 

t'l.eeing after it accomplishment; 

( d ) In the case of the regµla.r detention of a minor 

decided on for the ptl?:'pose of supervising his 

education, or his regular detention for the ~pose 

, of bringing him before the competent authority , 

( e ) In the case of regiµar detention of a person likely 

to spr ad an infectious disease , a lunatic , an 

alcoholic, a~ addiot ' or a vagrant, 

(f ) In the case of the arrest or r gula.r detention of 

person in ord r to prevent his irregular entry into 

the territory, or of a person against hom a 

deportation or extradition order has been issued. 

( 2 ) Every arrested :person must be informed iii the shortest 

po sible time and in a l~e that he understands o:f the 

reasons :for his arrest and a.ey aoousation made against him. 



(3) Every person arrested or detained under the conditions 

stipulated in sub-section 1 ( o) of the present ~icle must 

be brought within forty-eigltt hours be:fore a judge or a 

magistraie empowered by law to exercise judioia.1 functions, 

and sha.11 have ' the right to be ju4ged within a reasonable 

period of time, or to oe freed during the proceedings. 

Liberaiiion of such person ma..Y" be made subject to payment. of 

bail so a.a to ensure the appearance of the acoused 1n court. 

(4) Every person deprived of hi liberty by arrest or 

detention shall have the right to bri~ th matter before 

court, so that it may in a short spao of time dete~ the 

legalify of hie detention and order his liberation if such 

detention 1s illegal... • 

(5) Every person who is the victim of arrest or· detention 

under conditions contrary to the provisions of the present 

Article shall have the right to redress or compensation. 

Art.31 (l) Every ·person shall have the right to an equitable trial 

of his ca.use before an indepentent and impartial court, 

whioh shall come to a decision by means of well-founded 

judgment given .at a publio hearipg either on his right and 

ob11gations, or on th cogency of any- criminal aocusation 

made against him. 



( 2 ) All heari~s ehe.11 be in public unless considerations 

of public morals or public orde:r;- r quire a hearing ,!!! ONJlera • 
. 

in which case the court shall decide the issue. 

Art. 32 ( l) ( a) No person may be prosecuted for an act or 

omission that did not constitut an offence 

both at the time of its commission or omission and 

of the proceeding. 
, 

(b) If the law in force imposes a lesser penal'.ey' for 

an offence committed under an earlier law, th 

law in force shall be complied ith. 

( 2 ) Every accused person shall have the right , in 

particulars 

(a.) To be informed iIJ. the shortest possible time , in 

la.ng\lag that he understands and in a olear 

manner , of the nature and ground of the accusation 

brollght against himJ 

( b ) fo be given the necessary time an<l fa.oilit1e to 

prepare his defence; 

(o } fo make his defence in person or to have the 

assistance of defence counsel of hie own choice, 

( d) To interrogate prosecution witnesses or have them 

interrogated and to have defence witnesses summoned 

and interrogated under the same conditions as 

prosecution witnesses, 
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( e ) T.o be given the assistance of an inten,reter 

if he do s not understand or speak the language 

used at the hea:ri~ . 

( 3 ) Every person a.oous ed of an offence shal.J. b presumed 

innocent until hie guilt has been established by a final 

3udgment. 

(4 ) No pena.l:ty m@.Y be prescribed or administered except by 

virtue of a law. 

( 5 ) fb.e right of appeal shall be guaranteed to eve;ry one 

in accordance 'With the law. 

t ¥ 

Art.33 (1 ) - Every: person sha1l have the right to freedom 0£ thought, 

conscience, • and religion, this ri~t shall include his 

freedom to change his religion or belief, ·as wel l as to 
; 

ma.nii'est hiS religion or belief, indirtdually or collect ively, 

in public or in private , by teaching, practi ces and 

observe.hoes . !ii 

( 2 ) No limitations mey be imposed upon the freedom to 

man1£est ·r ligion or belief than those prescribed by law aa 

necessary for public security, th pronction of public order, 

health or morals or the protection of th rights and 

freedoms of others . 



rson a arJ3 pla 

required to rec ive any religious instwot1on or to 

o~rem.ony or observ-a.noe oth r 

(l ) Every pe the right: . ◊ ree om of 

expression, includ ng i'reeclom to and 

s , in of mouth, in writing, and 

not be subject to .anr 

other limitations than thoee pr seribed by 1a:w as 
of ttatio11al aecur1ty, public safety, the 

oe of' order . · e prevention 

rotection o and m~als, th protect~on of the 

eputation or rights of oi;h rs , and also to prevent he, 

ivulgence of oon:f'tden1ria1 information or to guarant h 

ity e.11d impa.rtia.11~ of the ;judioia.ry 

Al:"t, science , as well as arti tio and scientific e cation 

shall be fre , du r gs.rd ie h d to public order 

and public m,o~ s . 

A:rrt . 36 (l ) Ever r person shall have the right to seer oy of his 

correspondeno and a.11 other form o~ oomrnuilioat~on. 
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The public uthority Il18l' not interfer with the ex roise 

of this right except in cases clearly provided by law. 

Art .37 Evecy per on sha.li have the right to inviolability of 
< 

domicile. ~e provisions o~ Article 36 (2 ) hall apply to 

th xeroiee of the rights guaran~e din the pres nt Article. 

Art.38 (1) Every person shall have th right to freedom of a.ssem'b).y 

and association~ In particular thi right includes th 

freedom to found trades unions and political parties with 
t . 

thers as well as the freedom to join a trade uilion and 

' pol1tical. party for the defence of his interests or opinions. 

( 2 ) No restriotiona may be ilnposed on the freedom of 

a.as mbly and association other than those provid d by law as 

necess,a.ry for nationals ourity , public safety, the defence 
~ 

of ord rand the prevention of crime, the protection 0£. 

health or moral.a a well a.s of the rights and fr edoms of 

others. 

( 3) The presen"t Article doe not preclude the imposition of 

lawful restriction& on the exercise of thaae :freedoms by 

members of tfi armed .forces, the police and the 

Art.39 (l.) Every citizen o:r the Republic of the Oongo shall have 

h right to move hi domicile and settl freely throughout 

the entire extent o the territory 0£ the epublio. 
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(2) No restriction 'IDJJ3' be imposed on the exercise of this 

righ~ except under the law, and then orily where it is 

necessary for the protection of youth against neglect, o~ 

to combat the danger of an epidemic or to prevent the 

com.mission of crime• 

Art . 40 (l) Every: citi.zen of th~ Republic shall hav:e the right 

freely to 1eave and to return to the territory of the 

Republic. 

(2) No restriction may be ~osed on .the exercise of this 
• • l 

right_ except under the law and then only in so far as 

res.triotion of personal liberty is permitted und r this 
• • , t ,, ' ·,, • 

Cons ti tu.tion. 

Art . 41 No Oongolese citizen ID.SY· be deported from th t rritory of 

the Republic. 

' .Art . 42 In the event of war or oth r public danger threatening the 

il.ife o:f the nation, the Central Government and the Provincial. 

Goverr,anents may take measure derogating fr.om Articles 30 (l) 

and (4), 34 , 37 and 38, but .strictly as requirod for the 

maintenance or re-establishment of public peace. 

Art.43 No one's property., movable or immovabl may b expropriated 

in~ part of the Republic of the Congo xoept by Central 

Government law provid;1.ng for the p~nt of adequat 
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compensation and for any person ola1m1ng such compensation 

to have , in case of dispute , a righ.t of aooees to th 

ordinary courts far the determination of hi s riglits and the 

amount of equitabl compensation, 

Art . 44 (1 ) The propert y of certain private or c1.as ea 

of enterprises that are of pre-eminently national inter st 

~ be transferred by- Oentra.1 Government 12:w t o the Republic, 

Province or some other public collective . 

(2 ) In respect of 8!J:¥ ente:rprise that mey be thus 

expropri ated, th law shall provide for t he paymen~ of 

equitable indemnification to their own r . 



for ac1a 4otre in e:xerotse 

the Pr1$e Minister, or by t}!e competent Cantr$l ~ste:r-, 
;, .. _ 

whol ~espOllSibility such .a.eta .aliall thereby become . 

Art . 46 fhe ~el.!oga-ti-ri 1and powers of, the Pres1dent ahaJ.l n~ftas 
. ~ " .... ~ :t. a: ¥, ~ ' : ' r-: 

~ ~,..;.,, follows t 

ext ra.ord.i~; 

the 

and other international 

ol:itical. na rbi ra · · on an settlemen 
• ~ ·" ~.. ..... 1:-

of· 1egal oaaes ,, or whenever finanoial 
. ' 

. ' 

ooinlnitments ,are involve<h .ap_proval of the draft 
;,i; "' ·_ ~ 1 ~ . 4 

<. ... ~"' • 

signed b.! the pleni_potentiariee shell . b& 
• i>t. 

requfr~d in due lega l fQrmJ 

.. 
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( iii ) I f a treaty involves a change to the territory 

of th Republic, tlie procedure of 

Constitutional revision shall be followed , 

( 2 ) ( a ) He hall order new elections to the two Chambers 

of the National Congress , shall fix the date of 

thei;i;- £irst meeting and may call extraordina:cy 

e s ons of' the National Oongre SJ he may dissolve 

on or both Chambers , if a Government eris± lasts 

lopger than three months because a vote of confidence 

is refused, or if at least three Ministerial crise 

occur over a period of twelve months by reason of 

vote of no-confidence in both Chambers . 

(b ) He shall promulgate all Central laws. Be:f'or 

promulgating a law, he ~ request both Chambers , by 

a message giving ful.l reasons , to hold new 

deliberations on the la ; he rrJB:3" submit each 

Central law to the Constitutional Court for decision 

as to the constitutionality of the law. 

( o ) He may issue decrees having the force of law, as 

well as re~atio.ns . 



of 

.. 

lo 

( 

Prime 14:1.niate:r:. 

( ) He 1lha.ll adm1nister _the 

(o) 

d oido 

(d) (i) B ah.all the 
t • 

of the hove 

(1.1) 0 

Security Se:rvicos an 
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(4) (a) He eha.ll a:pp_oint four of the judges of the 

Constitutional Court. 
. . 

(b) He· hall appoint the President o£ th.e Supreme 

Oourt ' o ·Justice. 

(c} Aot:u'lg on the adVice · oil of Ministers 
.. ' ' ~ , 

( . . 
h llJaY grant tree pardons and ool'llDlll.te sentences. 

When a member of the Central Government has been 
, 

ju(lged· ~1lty by the Oonstitutf~nal Court, the 

Federal President Il!23' not grant a .:fr e »ardon 

· t the request of tho National Ooµgreas. 

(5) ali th honours and eoorations of 

the Republic. 

( 6) In exercisi~ a:p;f of the fu.notionB assigned to him 

Ullder this Constitution the Preside on 

appoint the Prime Minister ar to dissolve Oo.ngres 

or to appoint members of. his pe~sonal: staff or to 

appoint a deputy for the Prime· Minister ,. ; 

latter's tempora.cy absence or ilJ.nees. 
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Art ,47 (1) Election of the President shall be by searet ballot 

on the affirmative vote of an absolute majority of the 

members of "the two Chambers meeting in joint session, 

( 2 ) If' no candidate has received an absolute ~ ori ty after 

two ballots , the one ha.vi.ng the largest number of votes cast 

in his favour shall be considered elected on the next 

suooeed~ng ballo~ . 

Art , 48 ( l ) Any Congolese citizen of at least 40 ye~s of age and 

enjoying a1J. civil and political rights is eligible for the 

Presidency. 

(2 ) ~e office of the Presidency ia inoompat::t.ble with any 

other office . 

( 3 ) !he President may stand for immediate re-el otion only 

once . 

Art , 49 (l ) The President ' s term of office shall be fixed at 

5 years . 

( 2 ) If, on the e:x:pjration of the President's term of office , 

at least one Chamber is dissolved or if there are only three 

months unexpired before at 1 ast one Oh.amber is dissolved, 

the election of the President shall take place within fi£teen 

days after the meeting of the totally or partially 

reconstituted Congress. 
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meantime be extended. 

~ t 
eha.11 take 1ihe follow~ oa. the Chairman of th 

""' 
Senate , the memb rs of the Central Government ~d the 

~ 

other members 

sessions 

the !fationel Congress meet:1~ in joint 

Constitution and la a of the liepublic 

Art.51 (1 ) !he :t\:i.lictiona 

the Chairman of the Senate in 

President 1 

functions. 

exercised by 

(2} In the vent of death, permanent inc pacity or 
~ l 

resignation of the President, the Chairman of the Chamber 

( ) If the Chambers are dissolved are less 

than th;rae . months unexpired bef o:re the end of their term, . 

15 days after tlie meeting of tho totally or partially 

reconstituted Oo:pgress . 



shal:l be duly charged with 

eentenoe of dismissal without prejudice 

All criminal prosecutions 



Art. 61. 

a member of . ous 
pinion, bas upp of th 
rsh1p ot t ha.mber o Oongres 

th r Ministers of the Central Gover 
pointed by the Presi 
th advi c of th 

tral Go t . 
the du 

ly; tntorm 

e or 
uty Pri or 

Oentr i e 
h e iden 

he adv1c« or th• Prime Mini•ter. 

fh• Central. Government shall. determitte and oonduot 'the . . ' 

entral ;poliQy of' the e-publ~o and ehal.l hav& at it• 
di•Po•al. a Central aclmin1e~t1on and Oongole1a ~ 
t oroes , und•l" condi t:tona :tix-4 bt Oe.11tral law. 



Art . 62 . 

embers o:f the Central Gov rnment hall be collec1ti v ly 

re ponsible for the en ral. policy of the Government and 
in ividually reapon ibl or their respocti e Dep rt ents 
o the C ntra.l Government . 

h6re hall be ,entral O crete.ries of St te 
xerci e functions that arc specifically del 

the by the P1"im :d.ni ter or by ·the Central mi · t r 
who subordinates thy ar . 
by count r i ing canno·t b 

The 1>ow r to make decisions 
dele ated. to them. 

rt . 63 . (l} The Centre;l Government ohall b responsible to 1;he 
Ha.tional Congress . 

Art . 64 . 

( 2) ~his confi c oc y be c~cur d by the vote of a.n 

bnolute jority of the .embers of each oft Ch.a.nib rs 
of Congr on. 

(3) J vote of conf'idenc ha.11 be r u std within 15 days 

ollowin · the constitution of the Gov rnment by the 
President . 

(4) urin the p riod prece in the vote of confidence, the 
outgoing ov rnt1ont she.11 continue to ran act al 

current busines . 
ore entering upon the duti s of th ir of:fice . members 

of the ederal Gover ent shall tal~o -the f ollo Ii g oath 
o office ad.mini t red by th ed ra.J.. Pre ident int e 
pre ence of the National~ ngres: 
'I srear to uphold the Con titution and the Federal l w . 

Art . 65 . (1) The collective r sponsibility oft members of the Cent al 
Gover:n.ni..ent snall be invok d before the Ne.tionill on as 

· by a motion of no-confidence ta.bled and i d by at lat 
one quart~r of th member of o ch oft two ham ers . 

(2) 1.Voting on a motion of no-confid noe shall not take 
plac until at 1 st four d y after the t b1i of the 
motion, hich 11 be adopted by an a.bsolut·~ jori ty 

o them mb rs of ch oft two nambers; 
ii.If it is adopted , t F aeral Govern.~ nt ~hail be con iderec 

ash ~in reai ed; 
iii.It a 11 continue to transact current busi 

tim as a new Gov rnment shall have been fo 
ss until such 

d and shall 



vote 

po Ce 
th 



P A B. T 
The Oentr • 

The legislative function shall be jointly xercised by the 
Chamber of Deputies and the Senate , which sh2J.l togeth r 
con titute the Nationa.l Oongres . 

(2) The e:xercise o:f the legislative function cannot be d u.e ted 
to the Central Government xcept for a limited peri od and 
:foi .. specified purposes, and the law shaJ.l determine the 
purpos , principles and extent o such delegation. 

(1 ) In xtraordinar¥ oases of nece sity or urgency, the 
Oentrai Government may iasu deer- having the 
[aw, and ouch dGcr es she.ll be pres nt d to the 
for oonversion on the a.me day . 

bars shall be convened, even if 
dissolved. within ten ays . 

he decrees a.ro i1ot converted into laws l 

od of 40 days following their publicati on 
automatically cease to be binding. 

If a state of war or national mergenoy is declared by 

ess , nt ernm nt may adopt absolutely urgent 
es, ioh sh submitted to Copgr ss for approva.l 

oon as po sible thereafter. 
(2)i.If Cong:resa , or one of it Oham.bera , is dissolved , or if 

it is prevented from functioning by exceptional circumstance 
the measures shall immediately be ubmitted to the 
Con~t1tutional. Court , which shall decide 

ra vires or not; 
e Constitutional Court shnll n 

. ~' .. 
Art .' 73 . { } Tie power to a:nitit-te legislation . . i lie ~ith the 

.; t'· .. 

Cent1·a.l Government ' o i th one-□i.xt " of' the tota.l membership 
of eit r Chamber~. 

{2) · :Draft 1 al.atiorl 1 irst submi d 'bo e5 slative 
I/' ~. • 

Oounoil, .rhich shall ensure th t t y eonta.1 · al1 the 
t:' 11,j .. $ .. 

necessary eletn.ent nd that t e . o not clearly viol.ate 
thi onatitution: 



. ' / . 

(J) If the Legi lative Council ooneidera that th• draft 
legi lat1on should be revie d 9 upp1 m nted , or withdrawn, 
it hall r urn sa.m. With its report • and uoh draft 
1 11 tion not be aubmitt d to the competent 
commit~ es of th two Chambers except by joint decision 
of their two Ob.airmen, who shall give full reasons there~or. 

(4) The oommitt es shall examine the proposals and ubmit 
them with a detail d r port to the Chambers , which ehalJ 

d ci~e on them article by article , followed by a f1nal 
vote . 

(5) If the consideration o~ a draft l gielative measure i 
declared urgent by the Gov mm nt , it aho.ll be given 
priority in accordance With the r gul tions pre cribed 
befor hand by each of the Chamber; but a;ny such priority 
procedure may not be applied tom sure 1nvolv1 
constitutional revision, electoral laws, propo als for 
elega.tion of legi lativ power and th approval. of 

tree.tis, int rnationa.l. ELgreementa, bud et and ac oun.ts. 
Art . 74. (l) A proposal for n w legisl tion originat s that 1n Congreee 

she.ll be exe.min don a priority basis by the Oha.mbe other 
than the one in which the ia,posal has been initiat 4 . 

Art . 75. 

(2) If such a propo al is origine.t d by the Government , it 
she.11 b examined by th two Chamb rs in uoces ion. 

(3) Ordinary law shall b approved by an bsolute ma~ority 
ot e oh Chamber voting in uccession. 

o l w or act having the force of law may have th effect 
of impo ing ne obligation or monetary charges on privat 
individuals in re peat of events antedating the entry 
into force of such law or act. 

Art . 76. (l) o l gisl tiv act or regul tion ehall b enf'orceabl 
until ten day after it publication in the official journal 
of the Republic. 

(2) A short r p riod than tend s may be expre aly tipul ted 
in any particular sur . 

Art . 77. (1) Elections tp th Chamber of Deputi 
ecret universal ballot and on t 

60,000 inh b1tant. 

hall b by direct and 
si of on Deputy pr 



Anyone who qualifie 

Y. 
eo or shall be citizens ov 

(5) 

Art . o. 

rt. l 

t . . (1) 

e and 

ct to the s 
f Dv ti ... 

hall 
or fi 

◊ 

Provinoi 

in­

in a f rm. 
' 



(3) The Chamb rs shall meet in full session tm.ce annually 
from the fir t onday 1n April (if not a p ic holid~), 
to the first onday (if not a public holiday), and trom 
th first onday of October ( not a public holiday) 

{) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

to the first Monday of Jan~ (if not a public holid~) . 
Extraordinacy e e1ona shall be oonven din t~e c se 
m ntioned in Arts 2 a.nd 3~ 

• 
Suoh extraordiru;\rY se ions may al~o be convened with 
a definite Eigend on the ihiti tive of the Pre ident , th 
chairman of either C ber• or one~third of the total. 
membership of ch C ber. 
Whenever on of ~th Ohambers meet in extraordinaey seeeion, 
th other is deemed to be automatically convened in 
regular . 

o deliberation may be con ider d valid unl es two-:tiftha 
of all th memb rs o either Chamber a.re present and vot . 

(8) mbers of the C ntral ~overnm nt, even if thef ar not 
memo rs of eith r Chamber, have the rfght and , if their 
pre enoe is r quired• they duty to attend ii.ny e s1on; and · 
they hav the right to be heard henever they so reque t . 

Art. 84 . (l) Eaoh of the Cha.mbera -. sha.11 elect from. among its members 
Chairman, two Vi.ce-Oha.irmen a.nd a Secretary. 

, (2) never the two Ohamber met in joint esaion, the 
Chairman and Pr esidium., ahall b thos of the Chamber o~ 
Deputies. ,. 

acli of the Chambers its own Stand Order 
by an absolute majority of its members . 

(2) For th purpoa of conducting ordinary legiC!lativ busine • 
m etinga all be op n to the .ublic, :unless ecr t aion 

. ' 
has been d cided on by an absolut majority of the members 
resent . 

(3) Where aonstitutio:rial tt rs ar involved, the decisio 
whether or not th eeting hould b ·cret a.11 be 
taken by -the apl)ropri te majority of th total,; membership 
of e ch Chamber. 

Art . 86. (l) Every ember. of Oopgress s ll exerois hi funotione 
at hi absolute di cret1on and not s a mandatory. 



/ 
. t 

(2) BeID83not b 
or for 
dutie as 

proa outed ither. for ·a.ny opini na xpr s 
ca~ by him in the rforruance, of his 

of Oo~ess. . 
Art . 87. (l) 13etore a aubjeot d to crirn1nal ~ 

Art . 88.i; 

90. 

Art. 91. 

:prosecut.i to er on.al lib rty, 
or to arJy ~ch tsoever. the permis ion of tho 
C which he is m mber. hall b required • except 

is ca~t in ;f1f¥jrant d lioto" or in cases ot 
aJ.n t th life, liberty and property o~ other 

(2) ' uspeAd the of detention ne 
" of 1ts s , ex t in _t e e mention din otion 

(1) of ~ tio;t d even 1:n e even of the ex cu:tion 
of a entenoe ~ot subject to app aJ. . 

National Co:qgr a shall b 

The Pretvino s . 
' . 

The executive authority ch be ted 
in G vernor , mio shall ppoint .Presiden 
of the Republic cting on the ·advic 

"' . ' ~h Government of each Province sha.11 con i 
Provincial Gov rnor and euoh 
than ten, as the Governo~ ?ruit.Y 

~ Government to ap~oint for -the 
$ent of th Provine . 

'" 
t o·t. ing more 
m · d by the ~antral 

{ 

aw, and good ~o 
\ 

(2) .ui Ministers hall be ap ointed from am.o 
of the Provinci 1. em ~y. . . 

(3) A Provincial. Mini ter ehalJ. cea e ·:to bo member of the 
, Provineia.l Government in precis ly th a e 

0 ntral Minister. 

(l) Subject to th provisions 0 thi Conetitut:l.on, 
particular those o~ Part V, each Province hall 
such a de~ee of autonomy- within its own phere 

' compatible wi'tli its righ.ts d obli t1on. 

in 
enjoy 
as is 

(2) Th autono~ o'.!: ovince may not be revok except by 
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Art . 92 . 

Art . 93. 

Art. 94. 

Art . 95 . 

Art . 96. 

Art . 97. 

Art . 98. 

(1) 

the prooedur for amendm nt and revision preeoribed 
in Part IX of this Constitution. 

A Prov1nc1al A e mbly shall be el ote very four y ar . 

The memb r o~ the Provincial As mbly shall be elect d 
on the baai of direct and aecr t univ r al adult suffrMe 
by Congolese who have their domioiio or, failing this , 
their permanent. r id nee within the Province . 

(2) Th d tailed rules shall be laid down in Electoral 
Reul tion approved by the Provincial Assembly. 

No person shall be di qual.ifi d by Provincial le~ lation 
from exerois hie electoral rights on grounds more 
re tricted than thos le.id down by Central laws with 
respect to elections to the National Congres . 

In the application of the central law a Provincial 
Government eh.all be under an obligation to carry out all 
neoe e:ry directions of the Central Government and Ministers . 

In times .o-£ war, whenever a state of emergency has b on 
proclaim d or where there has be n a breakdown in th 
administration of province , the President of th epublic, 
acting on the recommendation of the Prime Minister, . shall 
appoint a temporary gov rnment under Special dminietrator 

. . 

to take over th dministration of the Province until a 
regular gov rnment i re-constituted as provided by law: 

ovid d that the Fr eident ' s d cree appoint~ th 
Special Admini trator is bmitted to C~ese for it' 
pproval :within sixty daya of it first promulgation. 

Eaoh Province shall have the. po~er to recuit , ·maintain 
and di pose of its own police force in coordanoe with a 
Polio Statut enacted by the Provincial sembly. 

The official lan~ge of a Provincial Assembly hall be 
ranch 



Art . 99. 

Art.100. 

ART V 

between th Cen~re and th Provinces . 

A. The Distribution o~ Power. 

All matt rs stated in Schedule A below shall be deemed 
to b within th xclusive compet noe of the Central 
Governm nt , and Province legislate on any: of them 
only if so specie.1.ly authorised by the ationil Congro s. 

All matters stated in Sch du.le below shall bed emed 
to b within the concurrent compet nee of both the Central 
and Provincial Legislatures , but ao that e:n:y- Provincial 
1 g1olative measure which is inconsistent with the 
Central legi lative measure concerning the a.me ubject 
matter s l to th extent o-:l ouch inconsi t ncy b 
absolutely void . 

Art . 101 . (1) All tt rs stated in Schedule O below shall b de med 
to b within the competence of the Provines and the 
National Con.gr ss shall not in normal tim ex rcie any 
l gislative power in ·respect th r of . 

(2) Subj ct to the provi ions ot this C nstitution, · Provincial 
s mbli s may make laws w:i.th· re ard t an:,- matter not 

inclu d in 1th r ohedule A or Sch dul.e B. 

A. 

1 . Foreign relations, i •• diplomacy, oreign tr d, internation.al. 
t ohnical and ~ina.n:cial ssista.nce1 

2. Th external and international security of· the R public; 
J. ~e mon tary system; currency, coin ge and le al tender; 
4. Customs and excise duties (including export dutie ); 
5. Th Public fine.nee of the Republic. 
6. ostal, t lephone and telegraph services as well a 

meteorological services; allocation of mvelengths for Wir leas, 
bros.de ting and television transmission; 

7. Air and sea routee as well any other transport routes ot 
national. intere t (1); 

8. Legislation on nationality consi ered from the international 
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Art . 1-02. (l) r hal be ea a iiehed in the lederal f•~r1ton: 
. . 

tio urt wb.i l t • due lj ., 

t . • 

o a rvan of and oolJQ)lianoe Wi:th provision• 
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this Constitution. 
(2) It shall consist ot a "Chambr d Oon titutionnalitet 

and a "Chambr des Conf11ts". 
(3) fh. Constitutional Court he.11 be composed of fifteen 

~udgea , three ot whom shall be el oted by each Chamber 
of the ational Oongr s • tour ball be appointed by the 
President , thr by the Suprem Court ot Just1c , on 
by th w laoultie of Oongole e Universities and one 
by th Bar aseoo1at1on. The President of the Court shall 
be appointed y the Pr aident of the Republic on the 
recomm ndation ot the l?riine J41n1 ter. 

(4) ~ eight Judges including the Pr aident Shall constitute 
e oh of the two Chamber ot the Constitutional Oourt . 

(5) Central Government 1 gJti tion hall prescribe th other 
rul. s neoe Sa:J:7 fo-r th organization and op ration o:t th 
Court , !he absolute independence of Ooneti tutional 
judg in the exercise of their function shall b 
en ured . The function of a Oonst1tut1onal judg shall 
be inoompatible with the ex ro1 e of any: other prote ion 
end with th exercise of any off1c1eJ. , political or 
administr tive f'unotion. 

Art. 103. (l) !he Chambr ite shall have power to 
pronounoe , ither of its own motion or on a reference to 
it by the Prim nit r or the President of each Oham.b r 
of the ational Congre a or. of a Provincial As embly, 
on the conformity or oth rt1ae of Central or Provincial 
1 g1alative mea ur to any of the provision of thia 
Oon titution. 

(2) Wh r 1t choose to a decree of its own motion, 
on a raft law, 1t shall do so before it promulgation 
or , in the case of an ordinance law, before it ie signed 
by the President of th Republic or by Provincial 
Gov rnor, as the oas b . 

(3) · Wher it 1e asked for an opinion on any law it~ 
det1de to suspend its x cution for maximum period of 
three months , or it may pronounce th 1 w or ordinance 
unconstitutional , in which case the particular l w or 



(4) 

,. 

Art. 104 . {l) 

(3) 

(4) 

.. 

which th ___ crees a measure 
or to With this Coneti tution, 
the me r 1 1 tion shall 
r gard as void to . ent e ' inoonai rt 

5!he · s d1crt1on to aet 
i 

co 1!9e Cent d the 
· Provinoial Governm · nta . 

Disp err :to 1 t by the Pre :Ldent , · the Prim i-

s e id nt of either Chamber of Oongr as 

or the overnor o~ e Province• Shall be uah s arise 
. ~ 

out ot . !aims to Iegi lativ oom et oes on th part 
of the ovinci · in re eot 

su eo s thin '"th Exclusive, th 
the Provincial Legislative Lists. 

decree of thi Ch er shal.1 
. . 

d finitive of the respeotiv lea; 1 
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~ b olutely 
om: etenoe of 

x cutive ·· 

, 

~ l g.i:al t ure or any ction 
' by e,,ny ~of t Governmen e and authori of th 

ie in contr t1on of dee his Ohamber . . 
(3) of .thi l be 
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opinion o the Co utio urt or of either 
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121. . (1) 

PART vn 
The Judiciary 

There shall be the following categories of o urts: 

The Supreme Court of Justice, the Courts of Appeal , the 

Courts of First Instance , the ~olice Courts, and Customary 

Courts. 

(ii) hvery Province shall have all the categories of 

courts except the Supreme Court of Justice . 

122. * (i) The Supreme Court of Justice shall be a final 

court of appeal for all the courts in tlie Republic , and shall 

consist of : 

( i i) 

(a) The Chief Justice of the Republic; 

(b) Such number of Central Justices (not being less 

than five) as Congress my prescribe; 

(c) All the Chief Justices of the Provinces and of 

the Court of Appeal in the Capital Territory of 

Leo1)oldville. \ 

Any three judg~ of the Court shall form a quorum , 

and not more than seven may sit together . 

(iii) The Capital Territory shall be the seat of the 

Supreme Court, but the Chief Justice may from time to time 

appoint such other places in the epublic as he may deem fit . 

(1) he Chief Justice and the Justices of the Supreme 

Court of Justice shall be appointed by the resident of the 

Republic on the advice of the .t:'rime i, inister. 



(2 ) Bo person, who has not held hi gh judicial o:t':fioe or 

who has not been a di s t inguished jurist or who has not had at 

l east ten years.• .r otioal experieno at the Bar, shall be 

qualified for appointment as Chief Justice of the Republi c or 

ae a Justice of the Supreme Cour t . 

If there is a vacancy in the offi ce of the C .. 

Chief ustioe or i f he is for 8.?l3 r ason unabl e to act , then 

the Pr esident of the Republic acting on the dvice of the 

Prim Mlnist r may designate any one of the other Justices of 

the Supr me Oourt to per form the func tions of the offi ce ot 

Ohie.f Justio . 

( 4 ) The President o'f the RepubJ.ic m.ay on the advice of the 

Pr im Minister similarl y designate aey person, who i s qualified 

as stated 1n the second paragraph of this ~rtiole, to aot as a 

Justice of the 6Upreme Court. 

l.24, (l} ~he Chief Justice or a Justice of the Supreme Oourt 

shal l vaoate his office on his attaining the ret1~1ng age ·tued 

by l aw. 

(2} · Neither the Chief Juetioe nor a Juetioe of the Supreme 

Court shall be removed from of'fice except on the grounds of 

misbehaviour, bodily or mental 1noapacity, or any other oause' 

render ing him unable to dischar ge the duties o'f his office . 

(3) The removal from office of the Chief Justice or of 

a Justice of the Supreme Oourt shall be by a re olution of not 

l ess than two-thirds 



12 . 

.. 

,:· 127 . 

(1) he Supreme Court of Justice shall have no p ,iginal 

jurisdiction in any criminal matter, but shall have original 

jurisdiction in any dispute betv een the Oentral Government and 
• a Province , or between one Province and another, and in any 

\..-

other oase in which Congress may confer addttiona.1 jurisdiction 

upon it . 

(2) The j_urisdic tion conferred upon the Suprerne Court 

in sub-section (1) o:f this Article exists only in disputes 

involving the deter.min tion of the existence or extent of a 

legal r'ght. 

(1) he up.reme Court s11a11· have p.ppellate jurisdiction 

in bo h ci il and criminal oauses ·brought from all the Oourts 

of Appeal in the Republic, and in such other oases aa may be 

' prescribed by law. 

(2) Supreme Court shall be binding 

on all Courts in the Republic. 

(3) The d cisions 0£ the Supreme 

in any of the Republic by tlie Court of Appeal and other 

courts of [aw end by aII persons and 

jurisdi tion in that 

sh~ll have power to tnake rUles re ulatin the practice and 

procedure in all the Courts o:f the lie:t)ublic • 

{l) •here shall be a, Oourt o :f Appeal !°or the Cap i ta.l 
_,I(; 'I:' 

Territory of Leo oldvillti and for ea.ch rovince of the 
V ' 

Republic. 

"' . 

.. ' . 

,: 
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(2) Exoept 1n Oonatitutional Oases, all appeals from 

Courts o! First Instance shall be to a Court of Appeal, which 

shall have no original jurisdiotion in any oause or matter •. 

128. (l) A Court of Appeal shall consist of a Chief Justice and 

129 • 

auoh number of judges (not being less than three) as Congress 

may prescribe. 

(2) Any three judges of the Court shall £0:rm a quorum, 

and not more than five may sit together. 

(3) For the purposes of this Constitution the Court of 

Appeal exercising jurisdiction in any Provinoe immediately before 

the oommenoement of this Constitution shall be deemed to be the 

Court of Appeal for the corresponding Province. 

The appointment• tenure of offioe, f i lling of a vacancy, 

. retirement, and removal of the Chief Justice and of a Judge of 

t he Court of Appeal shall be subject to the same terms and 

oonditione as those stipulated in Articles 123 and 124, except 

that a minimum of seven years' practical or judicial experience 

shall be suffioient in the oase of the Ohief Justice or a Judge 

of the Court of Appeal. 

In addition to the Supreme Court of Justice, the 

Courts of Appeal and the Oourte of First Instance, Congress 

shall have power to establish courts of law or to modify the 

jurisdiction of any court in any part of the Republic. 



o.f record. and shall be presided over by a judg Of not leas 

r adm n to practice a 

(2) It shall be appeal 

courts, and shall have general powers 

all subordinate courts within its area of jurisdiction, 

It shall hav original juri diction to 

(a) a olaim to 8.lJ3 of the .funda.niental rights 

Oonstitution, (b) 411 interpr tation of the 

maxiJl1um o! five and a minimum of three j!:18es de 

who sh.811 •~•rciae oivil and orUtinal Juriadiotion 

in th& more important caaea. the nature and 

oharaoter of which eh.all be fixed by law . 



Thie eoond type of polioe niagiatrate court eha.ll bave 
both original and appellate j'tlrisdiotion. 

:Appeals shall lie to it .from th Grade B Police Court 

and from the Customary Courts in all exoept lan tenure ea s. 

( 4) Appeal a · he.ll lie from it to a Oourt of F1:t'at Inatan.oe, 

(5) All »ol1ce Court magistrates shall be appointed (and 

d} by the ?resident of the Republic fNm ~ liet of 

ea.ndido.toe proposed by the PreaideRt a£ 'the Repu:bl.ie from a 

List o:f oandidatee propoaed by the J?rovinoial Assembly, or 1n 

the ca e of the Oapi tal Ter»itory of Leopoldville , by the 

Cou.noil. 

C~stomary Court shall hear and d te-rmine all oases 

concern1ng ilil emorial oustoms and u age · of the people within 

ar as o:f juriadiotion. so long as the rules and 

observanees _they enforoe are not repugnant 

equity and good eonacience. 

(2) In particular; a oustomary court shall have original 

jurisdiction in all oases involving traditional or customary 

marriage, fe.mily rights and obligations, land tenure. inheritance 

suocess;Lon, and chieftail'loy matters. 

In appeal lies direct to a Oourt of First Instance 1n 

all U.anci tenure a well as :triheri tanoe and .succession oases . 

(4) All Customary Oourt Judges sbali b appointed (and 

dismieaed) by the President of Provino1al A~sembly from a panel 

releEant Local Government Authority of the area . 
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(1) t'ver y Judge shall be ntitl ed to suoh llowanoes , 

l eav of absence, and pension as may b det :rmined f rom time 

by or under law made by the atiorml Oongre a . 

In th case of Judges other than tho Of the 

Customar y 

nsion 1:L be- va 

.dieadvantag$ during their tenure of offioe. 

{ ~ 

SUpreme Oour and of a 0-ourt shall be made by. 

Chief Juatioe .o~ such a aourt, and tbat of officers and 

servant s o:f. o the:;r ta sha ll be made PY the Governor of , 

a Province in oonsw.tati on eitner with the Judge of a oourt ­

Instanoe or with the Local Authority iii charge of 

of the jurisdiction of the courts oono rned . 

f 

.. 



: 

.. 

l l. 

l 2. 

Part VIII 

Finances of the Rewblio 

o shall be levi d or coll oted oth rwiee t in 

accordance ith duly enacted law. 

(1) v ae oth r: 1 se provided 1n thi art ll reve uee 

received by th Oentral Gov rnment, nll lo ns raised and ell 

oney o iv d by th Gov r ent in rep ym nt or loan 

ll form on cons lidated fund to be entitled "the 

Consolidat d d of epublio of the Congo; and all 

rev 

ised 

rec iv.ed by tJ e Go r nt of 

nd all rnon ys r d by th 

ent o! loan on consolid 

"he oneoli ted Fund of the rovinoe. 

ro ince, l lo a 

ov rnment in rep y­

d -to be ntitl d 

(2) All oth r public oney r oeived by or on behalf' of th 

C nt l. Gov rnm nt or o.f u rovinoi 1 Gov r nt hall be 

credited to id form p rt of th public coount of the R public 

or 

(J) Thor 11 b 10 

Co oli ted Fund of th 

y b • 

ppropri t1on o 

epublic or of 

a rovid din thi onstitution. 

1 on y ou o! th 

l • Contingency Fund in th natur of an prest ccount 

y be tablish d by Co o-rea or by th rovincie.l A a mbly, 

a the case y be, and plao a t the di po l of t~e Pre iden 

o! th Republic or the Governor o:f rovinc to enable him 

m dv nc out of such und for the purpo ting 



gulate by lc.w the C tody: of th: 

( ) ' .tues on goo a or a 
c;: "'. > ,.i/i 

. ' 

· air.f . 
~ ► 

• ., J •. ~,.. .... ( , tax•• on railway 
)II 1 ... ... 

' ·~ 

nd the Oontingenoy Fund, 

' 

l of mon :, · 

11' ir p en 

,, I 

' 



age. 
' I 

• > 



.. 
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hich under ~ ot 'the 

,. 

th ~t to aw Province (l) 

or out ot lida of 

( 2) 

a i t C 

Oovernm nt. 

a il'lgle currency aa legal tender through-



.. . . 

y 

and 

int 

mw:u.u,r rescribed 

llational 

th Republic ~or tho nex fo .financial y ar. 

Th he Bill 

i o C i dot th 

• 

the ount approp ia p ov , 

it tor o 

1m . te showing 8Wl requi 

Congress un :r cover of' a 

o ·on Bill hioh ah oted into l • 

aooorda · e with lao 

o nvenie tly 

., 



.. 

I 

fhe 1>rovisiom of Artiol 

156. Central Director o! ·u i 

l o port on the public ooount& of th 

of tl1e 

, pu l.ic 

(2) 

... 
• ent fall officers, ~ourta an uthoritie 

bl tho i ctor r 

on duly author.lzed 

oth r doouments r lati . ' 

ilar ·function in: 

bt o~ th Republic of the Co go and o a 

c naerned. 

11public debt" shall include 

respect ! 

f the 

rest pa7able 

t debt and 

inoidental to its ana 

;. 

h 

rovin ial Gover. ent eh 11 p y 

oney: oquivalen to 

Oentra Go ernment in respect 

the purpo o! 

. ~ 

t e p;r.oce ds of 



15. 
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(2) Th Central Government ehall he.v t off aey 

.yabl ( llllder art) by it to a Prov n 

the ent o n~ mon:, that is due fro that rovinoe t the 

C trai Gov rnment 1n res eot o:t any loan ma.de by; th latter 

to that Province. 

(~) .llothing cont ined in eub-paragra (2) of thi.; 

l t ct the rtgh~ of the c n r~I G v rnm nt t obt n 

p yment of ny mon :r duet it fro 

loan. 
' (4) Th Central Director of Audit shall o rti.fy a.11 amounts 

pay ble under th1 Article. 

(l) Th Central Gover.nm nt aball y to 

ount equnl the net pr o 
~ . 

roy tie apeot of8.1}3 

extr oted in t Provincet in lu.ding i e 

(2) An ount eq l io th1rty R r cent· a ll be re ained to 

Cent Government 

shall b er i ed 0 

trt.otion 

iti th 1 iiepublic 

t e reroain!M thirt cent 

Pool ocount, o! 1hich 

ress by l ~ t,ha.11 be p id 

t ted periOdi 1.nterv-nls. 

' I 
..:.{ __ 

so the Government• 

nd to 

ther on. 



~ 

, . ·1 1. (1) tabliahed National Econo ic Council 

con irman and six other ber to 

lly 

(2) ot 

tor h Co 1 shall be 

det min 

t, 
proc 

preecr 

l 2. (l) Council 

o tho ~ pu 

l.n :re 

thee policy of the 

h Ce ... a · Gov ~ ttnt; 

( 1±) et,ee th epub a 

of 0-

(iii) 

of g;-a -in- id 



- 9 -

, 16;. {l) :Unle s o pro id d by Oo 

(2) 

of, 

vincia.11 w 

eEpt :from all t 

thin a rovi 

~ a pla e outeide .. ovinc , 

th oods into 

t rritory o tlie Republic, or i th oour 

1 l iru 

of th 

osed ya 

po tion 

a.le or 

course o~ 

tlie 

ilit e~Prov 

position 

l • (l) t<i 1 potse, 

th ion r, a tax 

any kin 

rov 

ca.rritld on y 01"' n bel l:t o 

of such trade or bu. · 

(2) 

ob incid 

or any inc 

re· ith,,! th 

1 

'Y funct1:o 

ti.on. 

~ ls~ 

0·1 r nt sh 1 

t'feo'ted by th prov1 ions 0£ par r ph (1) 0£ this 



• 

...... 

(2) 

( ;l) 

by. 

the 

t 

borro , , 

to give guarantee / 

a ,Preaoribe 

, the Central Gove nm 1t 

ovince or, in. oper oa es, 

rovince. 

ntral 

by the en ra1 

other a e, 

ehtill 

rty 



• • .. 
l 

l 8. 

( 2) . 

ccord nQ 

1n th exeroi ex outive 

, as the 

resident 

ntered 



/ • 

{ 41-:. ' · ... 
~ --· . 
.. 

PAR! IX 

the Constitution 

169. In ord r to amend of this Constitution it ahall be 

170. 

nece sary that a be introduo ' into both O ... .,..,. ....... ~rs of 

the Na~iona.1 -0ongres by the ederal Government, that the 
:Bill ·),"e· · pprov d by tlie vote of a .majority ot al.l the m mber 
of each Chamber and by the votes of at lee.et two-third ot . 
th emb r ot oh ~ - ex, pr nt and voting, and that 
upon the signi!ioation of the Presid nt •s as~ent to the 

· Bill the amendment to the Oonati tu'tion ehall become ef:tective 
eith r on th- ~ate when -the assent 1 ~ven or on such 

· migh 'oe d termined by tll Pr iden. 

;.. ' 
Whe however, a propos-ed amendment alter any o~ the . . 
provisions r ng to~ ent ghts, Articl 159~ 
Part V, or t icl , 1 hall not come into effect 

. ' 
unle sand until the amen nth al o been ratifie by 
' 
r solution of the majority ot all the Provincial .A:aaemblies .. 

prior to the igr:g.fic tion of as nt to the Bill by the · 
Presid t . 

2 . 

171. For co ~late revision of th Oonstitut1on, a resolution 
to that efteot shal.1 be introduced into Congress by th 
Central Government,. and shall e ed by not less than 
three-fourths of all the member of ea.oh Oh.amber .and ot 
thos present a:nd. votingJ the resol tion ~hall thereafter 
be ratified by a Jority of all the Provincial Assemb1iee , 

• each Ass mbly voti by not 1 es tllan thre•-quartere ot 
all it members; a :Bill shall then b introduee4 and passed 

.... 
in accorda.nc with the pl:"ooedur laid down 1n Art:l:ole 169, 

' -
except that a three- fourths majority shall be required 
wher ver two-thir B majority ism ntioned. 



endm.ent of t on ut · e purpose of 
t a new .· . e o ·g new rovi nc 
f on or more xi ting . · shall, ither 

it own m.o1rion or upon a p ign d by .not 
e thal). one-quarter of the t ership of 
ther Cha.mb r of Co 'b 1 · by the O ntr 

Gov rn:ment by e. re ol.uti on pass d b7 a majority of not 
l.esa tJhan thr -fourths of th total memberahip of oh 

Ch&mber of Oongr s; 
h olution thll p l y 

jo y of' al.1 the Pro , eaoh Provincial A 
· 1l,ng by jor ity o-£. not l . than t'hree-fourths 

tot • 
l settin out the bounda.ri s of the ne Provine 

making o · uenti prov-1 ions 1nolud1ng. t 
· olding .ot. a .~ re e;r!ln .um in a.11"':tne Provinces or ~par,ts 

;S., ... , • «. t ,.., 

o~ Provi~oee a!fected shall thereafter oduced 
fr ' ~ h .t\ 

$lld paaaed in acoo~anoe with • the prov a o,ns o1:~ . 
I; • • ' 

:Artie · ' · · 
. , ~ 

( d) ·, approved ndlJD!: by• e. -maj'ori ty 

. o . .' t ,rho ·voted, . it 

an 
of 

e 



. 
i 

PA T 

Provis ons 

17 • Thi Con titution l b d d to oome nto ff ot on 
1 J uary. 1962, or or ch other t the Congx- 1 
d t~rmine . 

174 . (l) l th i ti g l , d ore , or r d r--~--

175. 

+76. 

1 oontinu, in force if d, or 
or und thi Con titu:tion, an l v id d o 
full f ct until uly epeaJ.ed or modifi d, or until th 

, d t no m nt of t Oon ti tut1on • 

(2) ubj ct to th provi 10 e f ub ction (1) of thi 
Artiol , · no such xi ting l , ord r and regul t1o .. 

1 v ff ot if rep1lgilLan o the op r tiv 
provi ion oft Constitution or of oth r l g1 lativ 
or ni trat1v m eur ving he 1 re of 1 w prior 
to the co enc nt oft 1 Con titution. 
{3) ~ · xpr "exi. ting l II h 1 include all l 

ct d or ~ 1 gi 1 tive or oth r comp t nt 
uthor1ty th Oo pr or to th comm nee nt of t~a 
on titution d n t previou ly rep ed, wh th r or n ot 
uoh l · a or arts of the may not b hen in op r tion 
ither tall or in partioul ar • 

(4) otb.ing in t i Article h 1 b con trued co tinuine; 
t mporary 1 in fore beyond the t fix d for it 

. xpir tion or the t on which it oul h -:v- xpir d if 

thi Oonsti tution h d not oo into ro:rc ., 

1 he poli ica1 and j dici in titution • otfic , 
rran m. nt 
tabli h , 

vali until 

an ment 
Oonetitution. 

Th Loi 
u.toma.ti 
thi 

d b · rvanc t t hav be n l w:tul1y 
d · d or d shall oontinu to 

r d d by oth in t1tutions, offices , 
observance · br ught into eill8 und r thi 

. truotur du Congo e all b ·. 
ff ct from the d te on hich . 
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