
ACTION L1Jl 
COPY 

l~() 

1.\ :S 'l 

Note to the Secretary-General 

Eleventh session of the Open Working Group on SDGs 
(5 - 9 Mav 2014) 

The eleventh session of the OWG took place from 5 to 9 May 2014. The group had 
before it a working document consisting of 16 focus areas and some 150 associated targets, as 
well as a compilation document detailing proposals made on the previous version, which 
contained 19 focus areas. While the working document itself was generally well-received, 

. d,~~~EJ-n&_countries stresse~_I·~peaJ~<!.l:y __ !hat t~e time had come to coll1ln,~nce intergovernmental \,;J 
rieg9Jiation.s; They also underlined, as in pr-evious instances, the importance of adequate-means 

, . of ~JnP.Je.ffientation in relatio11 to each foc!l~ area. As before, the 0 W G continued-its-engagement 
--·with civil society by holding .morning meetings with Major Groups and other stakeholders. 

I; 

I"----- ---·-' 

. The session ended on a high 11ote, with delegations greeting the Co-Chairs' proposal on 
the w~y forward with acclaim. The Co-Ch~rs will is.sue a z~~'IJft . .:.Pll 2k_~~y, which will 
contam one more (the_ !..7th) goal on prom'!!mg_eq}:lah!y, respondmg to calls from many 
delegations, as well asa'number of addi1lonal targets .r-afl.ecting proposals made fi:om the floor. 
Responding to calls from the G77 and China, the Go .. Cb.airs will als~e-three_~s of 
"informal:infu.rm._~[~j_nJ:f!~ vvQ.eJ5: prior to theJune . .ses2~, in the process removing a 
poteg~al stumbling block to progress. The Co-Chairs intend to.pro.ceed_l!.y obtaining_~gr~ement 
on targets-one by one. In many cases, especially the MDG-related goals, differences are minimal. 
They also i~-to retain the cu-ifent open method of work of the OWG. 

There appears to be convergence o11_1h.e...goals, with the exception of how to deal with (\ 
M;Ol and the ~Jg:bal.p~~!:§.liip, aswelfas a goal on PeacefuLand.inclusive-sGcieties;zule ofl~w ' 

) ~ 
and.:-cap~!?_le insfilu1ions. Developing countries, with some exceptions, remain implacably _ __ ..-- ~ J ·' 

~i opp.~?$Hfclt.o_J~clusion o. f~~.p.~ace.:l~eJate_d_gual; on the other hand, there ap.pea. rs to ~greater / / 
op~ towards con~ide.ringJill·gets on capa£~.~_-insfitutions and rule of lavt~.-Most countries V~// . 
would like to see climate-change mainstreamed under other goals, arguing that this course of ! 

action w~uld be effective ·ancfwould avoid any duplication or clash with the ~gc~c. i, 

Nonetheless, a number of delegations emerged as forceful advocates of a stand-alone goal, 
notably the group ofLDCs and the Pacific small island States. The Co-Chairs have stated that 
they will reta1n-th~ climate. change goal, in the belief that this question would benefit from 
nlrther consideration~---.. ___ ....::.::.....:.,_ -

The session revealed that the process is set to epte1:__a more overtly politi~e, in 
which a key challenge will be isolating and addressing.poiitTca1ly contelitioiiinssues and 
retaining the transformative elements embedded in the working document 

ents in the OWG. 
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Note to the Secretary-General 

Eleventh session of the Open Working Group on SDGs 
(5-9 May 2014) 
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EXECtmVE OFFJCB 
OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

The eleventh session of the OWG took place from 5 to 9 May 2014. The group had 
before it a working document consisting of 16 focus areas and some J 50 associated targ_ets, as 
well as a compilation document detailing proposals made on the previous version, which 
contained 19 focus areas. While the working document itself was generally well-received, 
developing countries stressed repeatedly that the time had come to commence intergovermnental 
negotiations. They also underlined, as in previous instances, the importance of adequate means 
of irrwlementation ilj relation to each focus ar~a. As before, the OWG continued its engagement 
with civil society by holding mornmg meetings with Major Groups and other stakeholders. 

The session ended on a high note, with delegations greeting the Co-Chairs' proposal on 
the way forward with acclaim. The Co-Chairs will issue a zero draft on 27 May, which will 
£Q__ntain one more (the 17th) goal on promoting equalitz. responding to calls from many 
delegations, as well as a number of additional targets reflecting proposals made :fi:om the floor. 
Responding to calls from the G77 and China, the Co-Chairs will also convene three days of 
"informal-informals" in the week prior to the June session (16-20), in the process removing a 
potential stumbling block to progress. The Co-Chairs intend to proceed by obtaining agreement 
on targets one by one. In many cases, especially the..MDG-related goals, differences are minimal. 
They also intend to retain the cmTent open method ofwork of the OWG. 

There appears to be convergence on the goals, with the yxception of how to deal with 
MOl and the global rtnersqip, as well as a goal Oll.Peaceful and inclusive societies_, rule oflaw 
iUJ:d cap~we instjtutj ns. Developing countries, with some exceptions, remain implacably 
opposed to the inclusion of a peace-related goal; on the other hand, there appears to a greater 
opermess towards considerin targets on ca able institutions and rule of law. Most countries 
wou 1 e to see climate change mamstrearned under other goals, arguing that this course of 
action would be effective and would avoid any duplication or clash with the UNFCCC. 
Nonetheless, a number of delegations emerged as forceful advocates of a stand-alone goal, 
notably the group ofLDCs and the Pacific small island States. The Co-Chairs have stated that 
they will retain the climate change goal, in the belief that this question would benefit from 
further consideration. 

The session revealed that the process is set to enter a more overtly political phase, in 
which a key challenge will be isolating and addressing politically contentious issues and 
retaining the transformative elements embedded in the working document. 

I will continue to keep you fully informed of developments in the OWG. 

cc: Deputy Secretary-General 
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