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JPK/bn cc: SG 

Dear Mr. Ambassador, 

' 
' 

'• 

28 Februar:� 

It was indeed kind of you to send �t a copy of 

your article regarding Kampuchea which was published 

last year in Fore ign Affairs. I look f�rward to 

reading it with interest. 

I am also grateful to you for sending me a copy of 
the book •averco1ning Jet L&g•. It could prove to be 

quite h8ndy. 

With kind regards, 

B.E. Mr. Kiahore Mahbubani 
Per.anent Representative of 

the Republic of Singapore 
to the United Wations 

New York 

Yours sincerely, 

Javier Perez ae Cuellar . 
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19 February 1985 

His Excellency 
Javier Perez de Cue�l�t E ' V E Secretary-General D 
United Nations 
New York 

!:;--··"· 
PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF Tiffi REPUBLIC OF fSINGAPORE TO 1HE UNITED lpA TIONS 
TWO UNIU!D NA n6NS"'1>LAZA / NEW )t)RX. �N.Y. 10017 ... .. . \ (1-• t- ' I 

{ J ' 
- iJ � ,.,....;.__ 

� 

When we met in Singapore during your brief 
transit stop between KL and Jakarta, we discussed 
the Cambodi�_jssue. You mentioned to me that you 
wished �o review the article I published in Foreign 
Affairs last year. I am pleased to enclose a copy 
for your perusal. The basic argument of the article 
still remainsvalid, I believe. If there is anything 
else I can do to help you on this subject, please 
feel free to contact me. 

I also mentioned to both you and your wife 
that I had profited from reading the attached book 
"Overcoming Jet Lag". It may appear to be very 
complicated but the regime basically involves a careful 
regulation of the intake of protein, carbohydrate and 
caffeine in the two or three days before the day of 
travel. Amazingly, it works! I hope you and your wife 
will profit from it. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of 
my highest consideration. 

KISHORE MAHBUBANI 



UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 
KUALA LUMPUR 

Referral Slip 

Date To Mr�· Kim Comments 

M� 

Secretary-General's Visit to Singapore 

3 February 1985 

On arrival, will be met by Director 
of Protocol, Mr. V.K. Rajan and Singapore's 
Permanent 'Representative to the UN, 
Mr. K. Mahbubani. Will be taken to 
the Consolation Suite at VIP Lounge. 

Baggage will be taken care of by 
airport authorities. 

7 February 1985 

The Secretary-General and his party 
- • will be met on arrival by one of the 

Ministers (not yet confirmed). However, 
if_ Mr. Dhanabalan is in town, he will ·l,r� '"'·'�·•· . · 

rec�i::e 

the
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and . Mrs. 

!t � v/. 
Cuellar,, Mr. Raifuddin Ahmed·, Mr. Kibria 

. A� 1 
and Paul· Kavanagh )li1i be driven. directly 
to the Istana:villa and_then ·will attend 

· ::! � 
dinner hosted · by the Prime Minister, !5 � _,/a!.;,/) afterwhich · they_ wi.ll be whisked straight 

ti . d ) "(.77'� r . � t·o the plane for take-:-o.ff. 
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UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 
KUALA LUMPUR 

Referral Slip 

Date To .. Comments 
• 

- 2 -

All others including yourself will 
be invited to dinner at the airport 
hosted by Mr. Raymond Wong, Director 
III of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

The Consolation Suite at 
Lounge will be reserved for 
also. 

the VIP 
the 7th 

The above arrangements were given 
to me by Mr. Siva. of the Protocol Office, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

·
. He informs 

me that Headquarters has confirll}ed the 
above names for the dinner hosted by 
the Prime Minister and the Prime Minister 
has confirmed that this is the final 
arrangement. 
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NATIONS . NATIONS 

CABLE 
UN IE S UNITED VD/ctl 

For use ol Jralter - A rempllr par /e Ndactevr : 
Date : Dratter - Midacteur : Roam- Bureau : Ext. - Posta : 
22 January 198 � _VD/CM 3800E 5041 

Dept.: Allotment - Compte : File- Dossier: 
EOSG 

TO: UNATIONS A: 
LONDON 

-------------------------

IM M EDIATE 

FOR JENSEN. KINDLY GIVE TO KAVANAGH. FOLLOWING IS 

TEXT OF MESSAGE OF 22 JANUARY RECEIVED FROM UNHCR OFFICE IN 

SINGAPORE. 

QUOTE: UNNOFICIALLY INFORMED BY AUTHORITIES ALL NECESSARY 

ARRANGEMENTS FOR SECRETARY-GENERAL'S VISIT BEING FINALIZED. 

WILL RECEIVE COMPLETE PROGRAMME ONCE FINALIZED. FOLLOWING ARE 
TENTATIVE ARRANGEMENTS: 

1. STOP-OVER SUNDAY 3 FEBRUAR� SUITABLE LOUNGE WILL BE AVAILABLE. 

SECGEN WILL BE MET BY DIRECTOR OF PROTOCOL AND DEPUTY DIRECTOR 

OF INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL DIVISION, FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

2. STOP-OVER THURSDAY 7 FEBRUARY. SECGEN AND HIS WIFE WILL BE 

MET BY MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS. SECGEN, HIS WIFE AND PROBABLY 

TWQ OR THREE OFFICIALS OF SECGEN'S PARTY WILL BE TAKEN STRAIGHT 

FROM PLANE OR VIP LOUNGE TO ISTANA FOR DINNER HOSTED BY PRLME 

MINISTER LEE. FOR OTHER OFFICIALS OF SECGEN'S PARTY A DINNER 

WILL BE ARRANGED AT AIRPORT. 

DUE.TO TIME CONSTRAINTS PROGRAMME ON 7 FEBRUARY, OFFICIALS ADVISED 

TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR MRS. PEREZ DE CUELLAR'S SISTER, 
Cloorod by: -------------------- Authorized by: 

AutoriM par : -------------------S�i.,...._-------------Viae por: 

No111o and title (plea .. type) - Nom et quellii (i aiCfY/ogroPhlor) 
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• 
Re•• .... au Grou,.. de fa corNI!pondmee f4./4g;a:Phlqw 

NATIONS UNIT E D  NATIONS UN IE S I I - CABLE -
For use ol dralter - A rempllr par le redactevr : 

I 
Uote : 

22 
Dept,: 

TO: 
A: 

Drafter - Nedacteur : 

January 198) VD/CM 

EOSG 

I 
UNATIONS 

LONDON 

Allotment - Compte : 

Room- Bureau : Ext. - Poate : 

3800E 5041 

File- Dossier : 

' I 

--------
PAGE 2 I M M E D I A T E 

MRS. GORDON CAUSEY TO BE AT AIRPORT ON 3 FEBRUARY NOT ON 7 

FEBRUARY. WILL MAKE ALL NECESSARY ARRANGEMENTS AND ACCOMPANY 

HER TO AIRPORT •. 

AS MENTIONED ABOVE, INFORMATION TENTATIVE AND RECEIVED ON 

UNOFFICIAL BASIS AS ALL ARRANGEMENTS ARE BEING MADE THROUGH 

SINGAPORE PERMANENT MISSION. 

UNQUOTE 

REGARDS 

DAYAL 

Mr �ndra Dayal 
Cleared by: ----------------- Authorized by: 

Autoriae par: --------S:-:1-gn-atu-,.--------
Viae par: 

Chef de Cabinet 
Name anti title (plea .. type) - Nom at quail" (Cl JCIC1YIOeraPiil•r) 
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H:RSIN RS33684 • 
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lJJAT IONS NEW YORK 

ETAT PRIORITE 

F'O R M R D A Y AL 

SIN/HCR/NY /042 ./ 

• 

REYR T 1376-01 J!!IINGAV J FEBRUARY 8119 REM' StJNDAf 3 FEiRI!ARy • 
../ 

G. tflOF'F' IC !ALLY INFORMED BY AUTHORITIES ALL NECESSARY ARRANGEMENTS 

F'OR SECRETARY-GENERAL'S VISIT BEING FINALIZED. WILL RECEIVE 

COM PLETE PROGRAMME ONCE FINALIZED. FOLLWG ARE TENTATIVE ARRANGEMENTS: 

1 STOP-OVER SUNDAY 3 FEBRUARY SUITABLE LOUNGE WILL BE AVAILABLE. 

SEC-GEN WILL BE MET BY D !RECTOR OF' PROTOCOL � DEPUTY D !RECTOR 

OF INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL DIVISION, FOREIGN AF'F'AIRS. 

2 STOP-OVER THURSDAY 7 FEBRUARY. SEC-GEN �� HIS WIFE WILL BE MET BY 

M INISTER OF' FOREIGN AFFAIRS ·� SEC-GEN, HIS WIFE ..4--lv'l> 

PROBABLY TWO OR THREE OFFICIALS OF' SEC-GEN'S PARTY WILL BE TAKEN 

SY�AIGHT FROM PLANE OR VIP LO UNGE TO ISTANA F'OR DINNER HOSTED BY 



PRIME MINISTER LEE'. FOR OTHER OFFICIALS OF SEC-GEN' S PARTY A 

DINNER WILL BE ARRANGED AT AIRPORT. 

DUE TO TIME CONSTRAINTS PROGRAMME ON 1 FEBRUARY, OFFICIALS ADVISED 

TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR MRS PEREZ DE CUELLAR'S SISTER, MRS GORDON 

CAUSEY TO BE AT AIRPORT ON 3 FEBRUARY � NOT ON 1 F£BRUARY. WILL MAKE 
A� 

ALL NECESSARY ARRANGEMENTS � ACCOMPANY HER TO AIRPORT • 

.hafJ'.It. AN 
AS MENTIONED #lPN INFORM AT ION TENTATIVE C R ECD ON UNOFFICIAL BASIS AS 

ALL ARRANGEMENTS ARE BEING MADE THROUGH SINGAPORE PERMANENT MISSION. �1.< 
4 • 

WELMENT VAN AARDENNE 

LWHCR SPORE 

=012214 56 
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Kli!IUY GIVE Tt KAVAI I�.Gif'J Flli1t.IWI1 IG IS TEXT IF !IESS•.GE IF 22 
H! !LI �. � Y � E C E IV E I F �ttl Ul tH C � 0 F F ICE 1q S 11 IG '·fit� e'J 

.. . 

QUfTE: UIIOFF!ClA��y IIIFtllti!Et BY �.UT Ht�ITlES A.Ub lfECE S S U!Y 

A f.,U .f!GE1!Et1TS FtlA SEC�ETA.RY .. GEttE� .. W'S VISIT HEltiG fliiA.i:llilEit�f 

\HLl fi.ECEI'YE C·tllfl(i!ET E  fllttG!tA.I,IE ttiCE fiiiAti.:IZEifJ Ftt:JI:iliW!IIG 

�- � E T Et 'T '- T 1 IJ E A�� AI IG El lEI tT S : 

1��1 STt,.-tVE� SU!IUY 3 FE�UU�.ftY•J SUI TA B(:!E iWIUtiGE WIIJ� BE 

�.V.-Il'AAL.!Ec,t SECGF.tl Wltf� RE IIET HY tl�ECTtlt If fi�OTtCti:t A!ll 

&EF'UTY D l � ECT II "- IF I1ITE".qATlfltiA(l.l flt(;.'I.TICAI:w IIVISittt, ft�E!Gll 

�FF�.IRSr�1 

2f.1 STeP-OVE� T HU�StAY 7 FEIUU�."y�',.� SECGE!1 Aqt HIS WIFE Wlfilfi 

BE IIET BY IIIIIISTER If FtftEIG'I .. FFAIRS:�· SECGEtt, HIS WIFE •.tit 

fltUB � Bl:Y T WO 011! TfUEE IHFICIAL;rs tF SECGEII'S fiA�TY 1HWC;.1 RE 
T�.KEI! STR,tlGHT f��11 P�iA!tE OR viii (IOIJ'IGE Tt ISTA!tA ftll. tllfiER 

1-lOST Et BY I"Ril!E IIItiiSTE� �EE'..' Flit ITHE� tfFICIAtiiS If SECGE!t'S 

P J..' T V  � fl I! ' !E � WI (il� !3 £_ A It� AI IG E I AT A I� fit� T 'l 

bUE Tl TlqE CtltSTitA!ItTS ft�IG!tAt•tE til 7 FEB�UARY, lffiC·lAI:aS 

A 8 VIS E t T 0 t lAKE A. It� A' IG Et lEI ITS f tit I I� Sf�l fl ERE l IE CUE �'LJA ft, 1 S 

S 1ST E � , I I fl�·.1 G t IU Ot ' C '-USE Y T t 8 E A. T A 1 � fl tIt T til 3 FE FJ It U A It Y ! .. T 

f'l 7 FEB�U�.1tY'�l WIUU 'lAKE AUt: !IECESSA.ItY AIUA.qGE!1E'!TS Aqt 

� C C ()f !P AI !Y HE rt T �-I� P 0 rH .. 1 

JS ! !£'!!!"'lED A.GOvt, II IFcJ�I!ATltl I TEI ITA T I � E Aql flECEI�EI til 

Ut IfF F I C I -li ll �-SIS AS A c·� A.� ft A! IG El IE! ITS �-It E ll E II IG I tA IE T HIt. UGH 

SIIIG�P't"E fiEitiiA'IE•IT lllSSlttiJf UIJQUtTE 

REG�.IUS 

( IH.Y ALO 
CH. CCY2149-01 22 1:) 3 2�t 7 7 3 7 
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UNIT E D  NATIONS NATIONS UN IE S - VD/CM cc: SG 

CABLE VD 
AS/GP .• 

For vae ol Jrolter - A remp/Jr par le reJacteur : � �le 
Dote: 

22 

Dept.: 

TO: A: 

Drafter - Ridacteur : 

January 1985 VD/CM 

EOSG 

UN AT IONS 

LONDON 

Allotment - Compte : 

Roam- Bureau : Ext. - Paste : Xref: 
3800E 5041 

File- Dossier : 

---------
I 

IMME DIATE 

FOR JENSEN. KINDLY GIVE TO KAVANAGH. FOLLOWING IS --------------------
TEXT�OF MESSAGE OF 22 JANUARY RECEIVED FROM UNHCR OFFICE IN 

SINGAPORE. 

QUOTE: UNNOFICIALLY INFORMED BY AUTHORITIES ALL NECESSARY 

ARRANGEMENTS FOR SECRETARY-GENERAL'S VISIT BEING �INALIZED. 

WILL RECEIVE COMPLETE PROGRAMME ONCE FINALIZED. FOLLOWING ARE 

TENTATIVE ARRANGEMENTS: 

1. STOP-OVER SUNDAY 3 FEBRUAR� SUITABLE LOUNGE WILL BE AVAILABLE. 

SECGEN WILL BE MET BY DIRECTOR OF PROTOCOL AND DEPUTY DIRECTOR 

OF INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL DIVISION, FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

2. STOP-OVER THURSDAY 7 FEBRUARY. SECGEN AND HIS WIFE WILL BE 

MET BY MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS. SECGEN, HIS WIFE AND PROBABLY 

TWO OR THREE OFFICIALS OF SECGEN'S PARTY WILL BE TAKEN STRAIGHT 

FROM PLANE OR VIP LOUNGE TO ISTANA FOR DINNER HOSTED BY PRIME 

MINISTER LEE. FOR OTHER OFFICIALS OF SECGEN'S PARTY A DINNER 

WILL BE ARRANGED AT AIRPORT. 

DUE-TO TIME CONSTRAINTS PROGRAMME ON 7 FEBRUARY, OFFICIALS ADVISED 

TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR MRS. PEREZ DE CUELLAR'S SISTER, 
Cleared by: ---------------------------­
Visi par: 

Authorized by: 
Autorisi par : -------�S�ign--etu_r_e --------- ---

Nom• and title (plea .. type) - Nom et qual;ti (1 dacty/ograpliiarJ 
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NATIONS • 
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UNIT E D  NATIONS UN IE S 

. CABLE 
For"Use ol Jraher - A rempllr par le reJacteur : 

Uate: Orafter - Ridacteur : Room- Bureau : Ext. - Paste : 

22 January 198) VD/CM 3800E 5041 
. 

Dept.: Allotment - Compte : File- Dauier : 

EOSG 

-

� -

TO: 
A: UNATIONS 

LONDON PAGE 2 I M M E D I A T E 

MRS. GORDON CAUSEY TO BE AT AIRPORT ON 3 FEBRUARY NOT ON· 7 

FEBRUARY. WILL MAKE ALL NECESSARY ARRANGEMENTS AND ACCOMPANY 

HER TO AIRPORT •. 

AS MENTIONED ABOVE, INFORMATION TENTATIVE AND RECEIVED ON 

UNOFFICIAL BASIS AS ALL ARRANGEMENTS ARE BEING MADE THROUGH 

SINGAPORE PERMANENT MISSION. 

UNQUOTE 

REGARDS 

DAYAL 

Mr�ndra Dayal 
Cleared by:----------------- Authorized by: 

Autoriee par: -------�Si
_
gn
_
a
_
tu
-
ra 

_______ _ 

Viee par: 

Chef de Cabinet 
Name and title (pleo .. type) - Nom et quali� (Cl dacty/ogroPhier) 



VD/CM cc: SG 

21 January 1985 vd.am l800E 5041 Piie :'l��:�.· XFe""f: 
. . q- +� 

EOSG 

1f. V. AARf>EMNE 
UNBCR 
SINGAPOJU: 

• 

------

PRO« DAYAL. ON MONDAY 3 PBBROART, 8ECGEN 
A�IVES .IN SINGAPORE AT 14.20 HOURS FRa4 KUALA LUMPUR BT 
SG 107 AND LEAVES SINGAPOilE FOR JAnM'A A'J' 15. 30 BY 80 206. 
ON 7 FEBRUARY, SBCGEN ARaiVES IN SINGAPORE AT 1'7. 30 PROM 
JAJtAR'l'A BY GA 966 AND DEPARIJ.'S Sl'N'(_-�ORE J'OR SYDNEY AT 
21.10 BY. QF2. 

Mr. Vir41ndra Dayal 
Olaf 4e cabinet 
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$ NYK 

.NEWYORK INTCP T <UNNY> 

SfR6493 

1-CRSIN RS33,84 
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.. 

TEO NATIONS NY 

ET ATLP RIRITE 

KAVANAGH, UNATIONS 

SIN/HCR/NY /037 
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.
..............
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.
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.
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..
.
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. 

REY R T 1251-0l PLS RECONFIRM DATE SEC RETARY-GE NERAL•s TRANSIT 

TH ROUGH SINGAPORE WHET HER FRIDAY 1S T FEBRUARY OR SUNDAY 3 RO 

FEBRUARY EN ROUTE FROM KUALA· LUMPUR TO JAKAR TA. 

WE HVE ALREADY CONTACTED MRS GOR DON CA USEY WHO ARRIVED LAS T 

WEEK IN SPORE . 

REGARDS 

WELMEN T VAN AARDENNE 

IMHC R SPORE 

:o 12 1 1152 

NN NN 
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JPK/bn cc: 

Dear Mr. Chan, 

SG 

• 

File: 
xref: 

. b/ f: 

18 January 1985 

I should like to inform you that the 
Secretary-General accompanied by Mrs. Perez de Cuellar 
and a group of eight officials will transit through 
Singapore on Friday 3rd February en route from Kuala 
Lumpur to Jakarta. He will arrive in Singapore at 
14.20 hours on flight no. SO 107 from Kuala Lumpur and 
will depart for Jakarta at 15.30 on flight no. SQ 206. 

It would be very much appreciated if your 
government could ensure that appropriate arrangements 
are made for the Secretary-General and his party 
during this short transit stop. 

With kind regards, 

Mr. Heng Wing Chan 
Permanent Mi�sion of Singapore 

to the United Nations 
New York 

Yours sincerely, 

J. Paul·Kavanagh 
Second Officer 



JPK/bn cc: SG 

18/0l/85 J . P .  Kavanagh 

EOSG 

THAROOR 
UNHCR 
SINGAPORE {SINGAPORE) 

• 

380:lA 

FYI TBL NO OF MRS. GORDON CAUSEY (SISTER OP 
DE CUELLAR) IN SINGAPORE IS 250 33 22. 

REGARDS KAVANAGH 

PEREZ 

J.P. Kavanagh, EOSG 

�-I 



Note for Mr. Paul Kavanagh 

The telephone number of Mrs. Gordon Causey, 

(Mrs. Perez de Cuellar's sister), in 

Singapore is : 250 33 22 

Yanick 

18-i-85 



ZCZC DAL3446 CCYJ804 

SS CABSN NYK 

.NEWYORK CUNNY> 18 2J25Z 

ETATPRI ORITE 

LtlHCR 

• • 
SINGAPORE <SINGAPORE 

CCY1804-01 T HAROOR FYI TEL NO OF M RS. GORDON CAUSEY <SISTER OF MRS 

PEREZ DE CUELLAR> IN SINGAPORE IS 250 3 3  22. REGARDS <KAVANAGH> 

COL CKD 

KAVANAGH 380 2A 

=0 1191 J 05 
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ZCZC DAL2078 M �R.3702 CCY 1 �41 

SS CABSN NYK 

.NEWYORK (lJf�NY) 1 2  21.30 GMT 

ET ATPRIORIT E 

UNHCR 

SINGAPORE <SINGAPORE> 

CCY1041-01 VAN AARDENNE. FYI MR. HED I ANNAB!, PRJ NCIPAL 

OFFICER, WILL BE IN THE SECGEN'S PARTY FOR THE DURATION 

OF HIS STAY IN SINGAPORE. PLEASE INSERT HIS NAME IN THE 

DELE GAT ION L IST ALREADY WITH YOU , IMMED I AT ELY FOLLOWING 

THAT O F  MR. GIULIANI. PLEASE NOTE HOWEVER THAT MR. ANNAB! 

WILL NOT CONTINUE WITH THE SECGEN FROM SINGAPORE TO SYDNEY. 

REGARDS <KAVANAGH UNATIONS) 

COL CKD 

KAVANAGH 

=0 11.3061 0 

NNNN 

.3802 A 

�· 



C(. 

.Indonesia 

•. 

8oS• for the Secretary-General �c.r . .• -

Secretary-General'• visit to 
Indonesia and Singapore 

The Government of Indonesia has pro�osed, tnrough tbe 

UNDP Office in Jakarta, the attached outline p1oqr aaae. 

You may wish to review it. Your host will be the 
Vice-President, in keepin9 with the �rotocol obaerved 

during the visit oy former Secretary-General Waldheia. You 
will �ish to know that President Soeharta has indicated 

his intention to attend GA •o. 

Singapore 

For your information, Singapore has now confirmed that 

?rime Minister Lee w1ll be delighted to hold a brief 

l'!leeting and to !'lost a dinner in your honour during your 
stop-over there on the evening of 1 February. Accordingly, 

the stop-over .will last just under 4 hours. 

J.P. r<avana•Jh 
7 January l-jtlS 



,. 

OUtline Proqr.... aa eropoaed by 
tbe Ga.er..ent of Indonesia on 5 January 1985 

sunday, 3 hbruiltf · 

16.00 

eveninq 

ac•• �akarta OD fliqht SQ20' froa singapore 

call on Vice-Preaident, upon arrival 

private Dinner 

Monday, 4 February 

a.m. 

Luncheon 

afternoon 

evening 

wreath-layin� eereaony 

courtesy call on President, followed by 
talks 

hosted by Indonesian Executive Circle 
(the Poretgn Minister is Patron) 
Secretary-�eneral aake an addrea& 

visit to UN common premises 

official Dinner hosted by Vice-President 

Tuesday, 5 February 

visit to Borobudur/Joqjakarta 

evening Dinner hosted by Vice-Governor 

overnight Borobudur/Joqjak.zt� 

Wednesday, 6 February 

visit Bali 

evening 

Thursday, 7 

Dinner hosted by Governor of Bali 

overnight Bali 

Pebr uary 

lVI Bali 13.00 by Govt. 
arr& Jakarta 14.30 
lva Jakarta 15.00 on flgt. GA 
srr 1 Singapore 17.30 
lVI Sinc;apore 21.10 on flgt. QP 

aircraft 

966 

2 



JPK/bn cc: SG 

18/01/85 J.P. Kavanagh 

EOSG 

VAN AA!U>ENNE 
UNHCR 

SINGAPORE (SINGAPORE) 

• 

-· 

3802A 

PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

ACCOMPANIED BY MRS. PEREZ Dk: CUELLAR AND A GROUP OF 

EIGHT OFFICIALS. WILL TRANSIT THROUGH SINGAPORE ON 

FRIDAY lRD FEBRUARY EN ROUTE FROM KUALA LUMPUR TO 

JAKARTA. HE WILL ARRIV IN SINGAPORE AT 14.20 HOURS ON 

FLIGHT SQ 107 PROM KUALA LUMPUR AND WILL DEPART FOR 

JAKARTA AT 15.30 ON FLIGHT SO 206. 

WE HAVE INFORMED THE SINGAPORE PERMANENT MISSION HERE 

OF THE ABOVE AND WE WOULD BE GRATEFUL IF YOU COULD 

LIAISE WITH THE AUTHORITIES TO ENSURE THAT A SUITABLE 

LOUNGE IS AVAILABLE TO THE SECGEN AND HIS PARTY DURING 

HIS BRIEF STOP. 

THE SECGEN WOULD ALSO BE GLAD IF YOU WERE ON HAND AT 

THE TIME. 

REGARDS KAVANAGH 

r 

J.P. Kavanagh, EOSG 

...... \ 
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JPK/bn cc: SG 

18/01/85 J.P. Kavanagh 

EOSG 

VAN AAJIDEtillE 
UNHCR 

SINGAPORE (SINGAPORE) 

• 

3802A 

· File: 
xref: 
b/f: 

5031 

SG trip SEA 
Singapore 

VD/EO/AS/ZHAO/ID/GP/FP/IM 

PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 
ACCOMPANIED BY MRS. PEREZ 0� CUELLAR ANO A GROUP OF 

EIGHT OFFICIALS WILL TRANSIT THROUGH SINGAPORE ON 
PRIDAY JRD FEBRUARY EN ROUTE FROM KUALA LU�OR TO 

JAKARTA. HE WILL ARRIVE IN SINGAPORE AT 14.20 HOURS ON 
FLIGHT SO 107 FROM KUALA . -!PUR AND WILL OEPAl�T FOR 

JAKARTA AT 15.30 ON PLIGHT SO 206. 

WE HAVE INFORMED THE SINGAPORE PERMANENT MISSION H.BRH 
OF THE ABOVE AND WE WOULD BE GRATEFUL IF roo COULD 
LIAISE WITH THE AUTHORITIES TO 8NSURE THAT A SUITABLE 
LOUNGE IS AVAILABLE TO THE SECGBN AND HIS PARTY DURING 
HIS BRIEF STOP. 

THE SECGEN WOULD ALSO BE GLAD IF YOU WERE ON HAND AT 
THE TIMS. 

REGARDS KAVANAGH 

J.P. Kavanagh, EOSG 



JPK/bn cc: SG 

1&/0l/ 5 J.P. �av nagh 

EOSG 

THAROOR 
U!tlHCR 

INGAPORE ( 1 . J1 ) 

• 

3 2A 

Pile: SG trip SEA 
xref 1 ,Bingeporc _ b/ft VD/BO/AS/ZHAO/ID/GP/FP/IM 

5031 

FYI &L ·• oP MRS. aoaooH CAuSEY (SIS1'KR 
PE CUELLAI) I . · � . 1 .250 33 :l2 • 

• VANAGH 

J • • \.aV , 



JPK/bn cc: SG 

• 

Dear Mr. Chan, 

File: SG trip SEA 
.xref: Singapore 

b/f: VD/EO/AS/ZHA0/10/GP/FP/IM 

18 January 1985 

I should like to inform you that the 
Secretary-General accompanied by Mrs. P6rea de Cu,llar 
and a group of eight officials will transit through 
Singapore on Friday lrd February en route fr Kuala 
Luapur to Jakarta. He will arrive in ingapore at 
14.20 hours on flignt no. v 107 from �uala Lumpur and 
will depart for Jakarta at 15.30 on flight no. SO �06. 

It would be very auch appreciated if your 
government could ensure that appropriate arrangements 
are made for the secretary-General and his party 
during this short transit stop. 

Nith kind reqards, 

Mr. Hen9 ing Chan 
Permanent ission of Singapore 

to the United �ationa 
New York 

Your aincerely, 

J. Paul Kavanagh 
Second Officer 



JPK/bn cc: SG 

• 

Dear Mr. Prime Minister, 

,.[ile: 
xref: 
b/ f :  

15 January 1 

I ahould like to thank you for the invitation 

which you so kindly extended to me to be your guest 

during my brief visit to Singapore on 7 February. I 
�m delighted to accept . May I aay how much I am 

looking forward to having an exchange of views with 

you. 

With kind regards, 

Hia Excellency 
Mr. Lee Kuan Yew 
Prime Minister of 

Javier P4rez de Cuellar 

the Republic of Singapore 
Singapore 

'\\ 
\ 



, �-=-�-- -�·-· --·- -

7 January 1985 

Your Excellency 

I am pleased to learn that you will be able 

to make a brief visit to Singapore. May I have the 

honour of inviting you to be my guest on 7 February 

1985. 

His Excellency 
Mr Javier Perez de Cuellar 
Secretary-General 
United Nations 
New York. 



JPK/ bn cc: S G  

• 

Dear Mr. Ambassador, 

Fil e: S G  trip SEA 
xref : S ingapore 
b/f: VD/ EO/AS/ ZHAO/ ID/ GP/FP/ IM 

15 January 1985 

The Secretary-General would appreciate it if you 

could kindly forward the enclosed letter to His 

Excellency Mr. Lee Kuan Yew, Prime Minister of the 

Republic of Singapore. 

A copy of the letter is attached for your 

information. 

Please accept, Mr. Ambassador, the assurances of 

my highest consideration, 

His Excellency 
Mr. Kishore Mahbubani 
Permanent Representative of 

the Republic of Singapore 
to the United Nations 

New York 

Virendra Dayal 
Chef de Cabinet · 



\ UNITED NATIONS • N�ATIONS UNIES � 

To: The Secretary-General 

r�v�� 
" � � py...._ �-
�� 

-Vjrendra Dayal 

. 

'"" 

UNITED N�TIONS • NATIONS UNIES 
-

IUFf.f.UDDIN AHMED �?.�,-/ 
/ 



JPK/bn 

12/01/85 

EOSG 

THAROOR 
UNHCR 
SINGAPORE 

cc: SG 
Mr. Ahmed 

J.P. Kavanagh 

• 

FYI HR. HEDI ANNABI, PRINCIPAL OFFICER, WILL BE IN 

SECGEN'S PARTY FOR THE DURATION OF HIS STAY IN 

SINGAPORE. PLEASE INSERT HIS NAME IN THE DELEGATION 

LIST ALREADY WITH YOU, IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THAT OF 

MR. GIULIANI. PLEASE NOTE HOWEVER THAT MR. ANNABI WILL 

NOT CONTINUE WITH THE SECGEN FROM SINGAPORE TO SYDNEY. 

REGARDS KAVANAGH 

J.P. Kavanagh, EOSG 



JPJt/bn cc: SG 

• 

Dear Mr. Chan, 

14 January l 

1 enclosing berewith the updated liat of t 
o(ficiala who will acco.pany the Secretar -General and 
Mrs. Peres de Cuellar ring their stopover in your 

country. 

r. !len inq Chan 
Counsellor 
Permanent ission of ingapore 

to the United tiona 
York 

J. Paul av nagb 
Of fleer 



COMPOSITION OP THE SBCRETARl-GBN!RAL'S PARTY 

Singapore, 7 February 1985 

The Secretary-General 

Mrs. P'\•z de Cu611ar 

Mr. Rafeeuddin Ahaed, Under-secretary-General and Specia l 
Representative of tne Secretacy-General tor auaanitarian 
Affairs 1n south-East Asia 

Mr. s.A • •  s. Kibria, Executive secretary, Eoono•ic and social 
Commission for Aata and the Pacific (.·c.) 

Mr. Emilio de Olivares, Executive Aaaiatant to the 
Secretary-General 

Mr. Y. Kim, Resident Coordinator for Singapore, 
baaed in Kuala Luapur 

Mr. Francois Giuliani, Spokesman for the Secretary-General 

Mr. Hedi Annabi, Principal Officer 

Mr. J. Paul Kavanagh, Second Officer, !xecutive Office of the 
Secretary•Genecal 

s. Yanick Saint Victor, Secretary �o the Secretary-General 

Mr. John Hrusovsky, Chief Operation• Officer 

Mr. Gerard Levtchenko, Operations Officer 



ZCZC DALl537 MIR3333 

SS NYK 

.NEWYORK INTCPT <UNNY> 

SfR2703 

1-CRSIN RS33584 

10.1 .85 

�ATIONS NEW YORK <FOR MR 

SIN/HCR/UN/023 

• 

REYR T 0498-01 WOULD LIKE TO INFORM THAT SHASHI T HAROOR HAS 

EEEN TRANSFERRED TO UNHC R HQ GENEVA. WE HVE NOTED CONTECTS 

YR TLX • •  ARE MOST WIL LING TO PROVIDE ANY NECESSARY ASSISTANCE 

WHERE REQUIRED • 

WELMENT VAN AARDENNE 
ACTIN G REPRESENTATIVE 

� HCR SINGAPORE 
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DD N YK 
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/ 141 KAVANAG� �iRTHER MYTELEX 122 PLEASE ADD \ FOL�-g()RDS ' 'PARA FOR SINGAPORE. •• ' '  
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THE • 

IN AFTER THE 

''PARA FOR PLANS ARE FOR THE SECGEN AND 

HIS SENIOR OFFICIALS TO OCEED TO PALACE <ISTANA) • • • •  ' '  
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12 2 KAV A N A G H  T H A N X S  YO U R  T 3 7 7 - 0 l 1JJ H I C H  D UL Y  N O T ED FO R CO M PL Y I N G 

ACT I O N S  B Y  G O V E R�M E N T  A ND TY I S  O F F I C E . W I LL R � CO N F I R M  A CT IO N S 

T A K E N SOO N E ST . M E A N W P I L E  I NV I E W  U N CE R T A I N T I E S  ST I L L  PE R S I ST I NG 

IN R E G AR D  T O  P R I M E  M I N ST E R • s  PL A N S  W H I C H  H A V E  B E AR I N G S  O N  T R I P  

T O  L AB J A N  G O V E R N M E N T 'o!I O R K I N G  O 'JT S E V E R AL SCE N AR I O S . O N E T H AT I S  

' ' ABO UT 70 P E R  C E N T  F I R M ' '  WO UL D I N V O L V S P RO G R AMM E S  FOR SAT URD A Y  

2/2 I N  K iJ AL AL UM P U R  I N CL JD I N G  l"l � ET I N G  W I T H  FO R E I G N  M I N I ST E R , 

AUD I E N C E  W I T H  H I S  � A J E ST Y  T HE YA N G  D I -P � R T U A N  AGO NG C K I N G O F  

t1AL A Y S I A )  E I T HeR I N  K � AL AL UM P U R OR J O HOR E B A HR U ,  A B O UT H AL F A N  

HO JR F L I G HT SO UT H f1 i t: T I N G  W I T H  S E N I O R  U U J N N �  ST A F F , D I N N �R B Y  

F O R E I G N M I N I ST E R . S � P AR AT E  P R O G R AM M E  B E I N G  W O R K ED O JT F O R  M R S .  

DE C U ELL A R . 1JJ IV � S  F O i E I 3 N  M I N I S T ER , S E C R E T AP. Y - G E N E R AL FOR E I G N  

M I N I ST R Y A N D  M Y  W I F �  � IL L  B E  O N  H A ND T O  E N S U R E  S AT I S F A CT O R Y 

PR O G R AM M E . Ji� J E R  T H I S  SC E N AR I O , V I S I T T O  L AB U A N , I F  AT AL L , W I L L  

T AK E  PL AC E O N  S U N D A Y  3 /2 , L E AV I N G  K J AL AL JM P U R A T  3 . 3 8 = - . M .  FOR 

MEET I N G S W I T H  P R I M E  M I N I S T ER AND FOL L OW I N G  A P R E S S  CO N F E R E N C E 

AN D L uN C H  L E AV I N G  F O R  J A K AR T A  AT A30 U T  -3 . 0 0 P . i'1 .  A 3 0 ARD M AL A Y S I A �I 

GO V E R N M E N T A I R C R A FT • .  4 T T  I R E  F O R  AL L O C C A S I O N S  L I  X E L  Y T O  B E  L O U NG E  

SU I T . T 'JJO F I R:-1 S P E A K I N G  E N G AG E M E N T S  A S  O F  N O W  A R E : A B R I E F  AD O F -: :::. .:· 

IN R E PL Y  T O  F O R E I G N  r1 I N I S T E R ' S  S P E E C H  AT S AT J R D A Y  D I N N ER A ND P P .:": S S  

INT E RV I EW I N  L A B U AN S U N J A Y  3/2 . M E ET I N G W I T H  PR E S S AT A I R PO R T  G �  

ARR IV AL F R I D A Y E V E N I N G  O P T I O N AL AT T H I S  S T AG E  B JT SE C G E N M A Y  w .::u. 

BE E X P EC T � J M A K E  B R I E F ST AT EM � N T O N  P UR P O S E S  V I S I T E T C .  O N  
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RE AC H� �M� Y O N E  WEE K B E FO R E  A R R I V AL . 

(' ' , I PA R A  '��- , P R O C E ED T O  PAL ACE < I ST A N A )  D I R ECT L Y  F R O M  .<n-·"'17� · 

· A I R PO RT O N  A R R I V AL T H UR SD A Y  7 /2 R E T JR N I NG AFT ER D I N N E R  W I T H  
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1 
M E S S A G E  

FOR: 
POUR : 

F ROM: 
D E : 

T E L E P H O N E N O . : E X T E N S I O N :  ROOM N O . : 

NO DE T E L E P H O N E :  P O S T E : NO D E  BU R E AU : 

R E TURN E D  Y OU R  CALL vous A RAP P ELE(E) 

W I L L  CALL YOU AGAIN VOUS RAPP ELL E R A  

WOULD L I K E  Y O U  TO C A L L  VOUDRAIT QU E VOUS L'AP P E L I E Z  

CAME T O  S E E  YOU EST VENU(E) VOUS VOIR 

WOULD LIKE TO S E E  YOU VOUDRAI T  VOUS VOI R  
... .. 

}tR, � H � � H- ,� Tflllf<oo R. 

Q.� o2 � 6� 3 

R E C EI V E D  BV - R E <;: U  P A R : D A T E :  T I M E  - H EU R E : 

C O M. I ( 1 2 - 771  



Message from Mrs. P€rez de Cu€llar 

I 

Dear;4. 
Mrs. P€rez de Cu€llar ' s  si ster 

Mrs . Gordon Causey will be in S ingapore 

during the visit of the SG in South East 

Asia. 

Mrs. P€rez de Cd€llar woul� be grateful 

if you could contact the UNDP in Singapore 

and advise them that Mrs. Causey will 

contact them to make arrangements for her 

to be at the airport the day of the SG ' s  

arrival . 

Yanick 
8 January 1 9 85 

�{,�? 
[tMI-14 ;Bi( � rf. � tk �'?zj!!l(L 

-{- t�f , Jvt-{} .. zrt Jk,, t/ // /IC � f}1tVA 

Sutfr - � 1/. 



9 . 1 . 85 

EOSG 

JPX/atk 

• H A S H I  THA ROOR 

Uf fCR 
� I N G A PO R E  

3802 5031 

• 

1 .  FOR YOUR I N F OR M AT I O N . THE SEC G E  A 

· C u !L L A R  W I L L  P A Y  A OF F I C I AL V I  IT TO 
SOUTH -f A S T AS I A H A ND PACI F I C  COU . TR I E S  

• f E Z  DE 

JAN U AR Y 

TO 1 5  F E B R U ARY . HE W I L L  OT E E AT P OT E , A Y I N G  AN 

O f f i C I A L  V I S I T TO I N G A P O R E  • Tt  I S  OC C A S ION . 

2 .  HOWEVE R . TH E SEC6E N W i l l  S TOP -QV £ ,  I I A P O  E 0 
TH U R SD AY 7 F E B R U ARY . HE WI L L  A R I V E I A P  E AT 17 . 30  
H R S . ON f l i G HT No . GA OR I 6 I NA T I I A ART A .  E 

� I l l  D E P A R T  S I  . A P O R E  AT 2 1 . 10 H ·  • L I  , T 2 

SOUND FOR SYD NEY • AU STR A L  I • OU R I  THE T · -oV E R  

PR I t  E . I N  I S T E R l E E W I L L  t 0 S T A 0 I N E R I ' T tf E C 0 E N ' S 
HO OU • F Ol L O\I ING A B R I E F  ttE E T I N - .  IH I L £  S H A l l  B E  

IOR � I  · OUT T H E  D E T A I L S OF T H E  TOP -Q V E  I T H  THE 

I APORE PE RHA E T I S S I O  E E I E YOr K YO U A Y  

WI SH TO K E E P I M  TOU C H  W I T H  THE AUTHOR IT I E S  A S  WE L L  • 

• I 

J . P .  Kav�9h , Second Off .  , EOSG 



' . 

- ?  - . 
3 . TH£ COMPO S I TION OF TH E S E C GE ' s  P ARTY F OR T H E  

STOP -oVE R W I L L  B E  a 
THE S E C R ETA R Y -GE NE R A L  

1R s . P{R E Z  D E  CufL L A R 

MR . P.A F E E U D O I N  AHH£0 , UNOER -5ECR ET A RY -GE E A L  AND 

SP E C I A L  R E P R E S E NTAT I V E  OF THE E C R E TA ' Y - E E R A L  F O R  

H U M A N IT A R I A N AF F A IRS I N  SOUTH -E A ST A S I A  

MR . �.  K I B R I A ,  i X E C UT I Y E  S E C R E TA R Y , E SCAP 

1R . E M I L IO D E  OL I V A R E S , EX E C UT I V E  ASS I S T A NT TO THE 

SEC R E T A R Y  -GE N E RAL 
MR . F R A NC O I S GIU L I ANI . SPOKE SHA N f OR THE 

SE CRETARY -G£ E R A L  
t'R . Y .  K I M , �E S ID E NT Co -oRO I ATO R F OR SI IIG APOR £  
1R . J .  P A U L  AVANA G H , SE COND OF F I C E R , E � 

·f s . YA I C K  S A I NT VI CTOR , E C  E T A R Y  TO THE 

(\ E C R E T A R Y  -GENE R A L  
1R . JOHN HR USOYSKY , CH I E f  OP E R AT I ONS OF F IC E R  

\ • GtR ARD L E VTCHE N K O ,  OP E R AT IONS r r f i C E R  

PL£ A S £  NOTE THAT . , • , I H  W I L L  A R R I V E  S E P ARATE L Y  I N  

I H8APOR[ , 

lJ . PL£ A S E  A L SO NOTE THAT • �R S .  P(REZ  D E  CUlL L A R ' S S I ST E R . 

, R S . GORDON CA U S E Y , W I L L  B E  I N  S I  G A PO E ON 7 FEB R U A  Y 
A N D  \J I L L  E ND E A VO UR TO CONT ACT YOU I A D V A N C E  IT ,  A 

V I E W  TO H A K I NG A R R AN G E M E NT S  FOR H£ TO ' E AT T H E  

A I RPORT 0 TH£ S E C G E  ' S  A R I VA L . 
r. . P L E A S E  CONF I R M  R ECE I P T . 

CC : R .  AHMED 
' S . ST . V I CTOR 

� E G A RO S  

A V A NAGH 

ATI O  '1 E YOR J( 



JPK/atk cc : SG 

8 January l 5 

Dear Me . Ambassador , 
4 • 

The Secretacy�General naa asked me to r eapond to your 
letter of 21 December and to convey h ia apprec iat ion 
of the i nv i ta t ion to pay an off ic i al vi it to S i ngapor e 
wh ich H i s  8xce llency Pr 1ae in i ster Lee eo k indly extended 
to hi•• ile he would have li ked ver y aucb to acce t, 1 
am a f r a id tha t  the it iner a r y for his or thco•i nq tr to 
the reg ion w i l l  not pecait h ia to so . ia ta . , 
nonethe less that anothe r oppor tun i ty w i l l  ar ise in the no 
too istant future . 

I n  the mean time he ia extr ly gra teful for Pr i•e 
in i s ter Lee ' s  � ind invitat ion to join hi1 for inner on 

the even ing of 7 Febr uary clur i nq his br ie stop-over in 
your country . He ia very auch looking forward to nav 
exebanqe of v iews wi th the Pr iM Min i s ter on matte r s  of 
aut.ual conce r n .  

A a  e nv i aaged a t  pre aent, the Sec r e tary-General ' s  
i t ine rary w i ll br ing him to Singapore on Tbu r aday , 7 
February at 1 7 . 30 hou r s  on flight GA 9 fro• Jakar ta , 
depa r t i ng a t  21 . 10 hours on flight � bound for Syd 

an 

• 

I shou ld be very gra teful i f  your Gover naent cou ld 
a r r anqe for clea r ance o f  all cus toms and other 
foraa l i t l ea ,  as appropc i a te , by the Secr e ta ry-General a no 
h i s  par ty .  In tn ls connect ion , I enclose a l i st o f  those 
of f ic ial& who wi l l acco•pany the Secr etary-Ceneral dur ing 
h i s  a top-over in Singapore . 

Accept ,  Mr . Ambaasador , the a a s ur a ncea of ay h itheat 
cons ide r at ion . 

.B i a  Excel lency 
M r . lahore bbubaai 
Pe nent esen t ive of 

You r s  iracerely , 

AlYa ro Soto 
Spec ial Aaa 1 tant to tne 

Seer tary-Genera l  

apor e to tbe Uni ted tiona 
Uev Yor 



COMPOSITION OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL ' S  

PARTY DURING HIS STOP-OVER IN 

S INGAPORE ON 7 Febr uary 19 8 5  

The Sec r e tary-Gene r a l  

Mr s .  Per ei de cuell� 

M r . Ra feeudd i n  Ahmed , Under -Secr etary-Gene r a l  and Special 

Repr e sentat ive o f  the Sec r e ta r y-Gener a l  for Huma n i ta r i a n  

Affa i r s  i n  Sou th-Eas t  Asia 

Mr . S . A . M .  K i br i a ,  Executive D i r ec tor , ESCAP 

Mr . Em i l i o  de Ol ivar es , Executive Ass i s tant to the 

Sec r e t a r y-Gener a l  

Mr . Vr anco i s  G iu l i an i , Spoke sman for the Secr etary-Gene r a l  

Mr . J .  Paul Kavanagh , Second Of f icer , EOSG 

Ms . Yan ick S a i n t  Victor , Secr etary to the Secr eta r y-Gene r a l  

Mr . John Hrusovsky , Ch i e f  Ope r at ions Off icer 

Mr . Ger ard Levtchenk o ,  Ope r a t ions O f f icer 
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PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE 

OF THE REPUBLIC OF SINGAPORE 

TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

TWO UNITED NATIONS PLAZA 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 10017 

Note No . l5 9 / 8 4  R E C E \ V E D 
OEC 1 '984 

2 1  December 19 8 4  

Excel lency , 

• I have •the honour to convey to Your 
Excel lency an invitatipn from the Prime Mini s ter 
o! Singapore , H . E .  Mr Lee Kuan Yew , to pay an 
o�ficial v��it to Singapore in ����� "Febryary 
1985 when you are touring tne region . 

P lease accept ,  Excellency , the assurances 
of my highest cons iderati on .  

H . E .  Mr Javier Pere z de Cue llar 
Secre tary-Genera l 
Uni ted Nations 
New York 

Yours s incerely 

K ISHORE MAHBUBANI 
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3 UNAS Directors Meet 
UN Delegetion 

4 Inter-School United 

Nations Quiz 

& Aa.n Foreign Mlnllteis' 
Joint Statement On The 
Kampuchaan Problem 

UNAS 

Si n ga po re a n d  the 
U n rited Natio ns 
by Ambassador Tommy T 8 Koh 

Speech delivered to members of the A/phs Society, the UN Associstion of Singspore 
snd stsff snd students of NUS on July 12, 1984 st the PUB Auditorium. 

T he question which I will try to 
answer is. In what ways has 
Singapore benefitted from 

its membership of and participa­
tion in the United Nations. 

First, by joining the UN in 1965, 
Singapore obtained the imprimatur of 
legitimacy from the international 
community. Why was it important for 
Singapore to have obtained the re­
cognition and acceptance of the in­
ternational community as a sovereign 
and independent country? It was im­
portant because when the separation 
occurred in 1 965, the Malayan Com­
munist Party and its front organisa­
tions denounced the separation as an 
imperialist plot and refused to 
recognise independent Singapore. 

Obviously, the MCP and its front 
organisations could not sustain their 
position for long when the whole 
world, including the Soviet Union 
and its allies, recognised the indepen­
dence of Singapore. 

Looking around Singapore today, a 
visitor is struck by its prosperity, by 
its cleanliness, by its stability and 
order. The Singapore of the 1 950s 
and 1 960s was quite a different place. 
Unemployment was high, the birth­
rate was ,among the highest in the 
world, housing conditions were de­
plorable, the place was filthy and 
prone to riots and strikes. 

Although the transformation was 

continued on page 2 
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SINGAPORE AND THE UN, continued from page 1 

accomplished primarily through our 
own efforts, we did receive valuable 
help from others. This leads me to the 
second benefit we have derived from 
our membership of the UN,  i .e.  the 
help we obtained from the UN during 
the critical years of the 1 960s .  Let us 
just mention a few examples. 

The UN helped us in the establish­
ment of the Economic Development 
Board (EDB) and the training of some 
of its pioneers such as Mr Chan Chin 
Bock, the alternate Chairman of the 
EDB.  The UN sent us man-,.advisers 

· and experts. Some of these, such as 
Dr Al bert Winsemius and Mr I F 
Tang, have become familiar figu res to 
many Singaporeans. 

The UN sent many ' missions to 
Singapore, to study the feasibility of 
various industrial projects and to 
advise on how such projects should 
be implemented . One such mission 
led to the establishment of the 
Singapore National Jron and Steel In­
dustry. The valuable contributions of 
the UN Development Programme 
( U N D P ) ,  the UN Department of 
Technical .Cooperation for Develop­
ment ( U N DTC D),  the UN I ndustrial 
Development Organisation ( U N I DO )  
and of the World Bank ( I B R D )  should 
be acknowledged . 

The U N ,  through UNICEF and the 
UN Fund For Popu lation Activities 
( UN FPA), helped us with advice and 
with funds, in the fields of family 
planning and in child care and mater­
nal health . A UN team, working with 
a Singaporean cou nterpart, updated 
our master plan and recommended 
the building of Changi Airport. 

It is not necessary for me to go on 
because I think I have given enough 
examples of the valuable help we ob­
tained from the UN,  in a variety of 
fields, during the past 25 years, 
especially during the critical years of 
the 1 960s. 

Third, the UN has been useful to us 
in our efforts to oppose protec­
tionism, both in trade and in the ser­
vice sector. A few years ago, when 
the tide of protectionism in the indus- -
trialised cou ntries was running very 
strong, Singapore decided to take the 
issue to the UN General Assembly. 

We succeeded in getting the Group 
of 77, tt)e group to which all develop­
ing countries belong, to endorse a 
draft resolution we had prepared . 
Having obtained the endorsement of 
the Group of 77, we then negotiated 
the text of the draft resolution with 
Group B, consisting of the developed 
market-economy countries. 
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The negotiation failed to reach an 
agreement because the developed 
countries were unyielding . The 
Singapore delegation then put the 
draft resol ution to the vote and it 
was, of course, adopted with an 
overwhelming majority. 

On another occasion, we took the 
issue of Australia's discriminatory in­
ternational civil aviation policy ( I CAP) 
to UNCT AD V which was held in 
Manila in 1 979. The Australian 
Government adopted a new policy 
wheteunder a passenger travelling on 
an ASEAN between Australia and 
Europe could not make a free stop­
over in one of the ASEAN countries 
and if he or she did make such a stop­
over, the passenger had to pay an ex­
horbitant sum. 

The ASEAN countries, in general, 
and Singapore, in particular, felt that 
the Australian policy was discrimina­
tory and protectionist. When nego­
tiations failed to yield satisfactory 
results, we decided to take the 
dispute to UNCTAD .  

We had to convince, fi rst of a l l ,  the 
Asian group of the Group of 77 to 
support us. This we succeeded in do­
ing . Then we had to convince the 
whole of the Group of 77 to endorse 
our position.  That took a consider­
able amount of effort because some 
of the Latin American countries were 
not sympathetic. We succeeded in 
overcoming their reluctance. 

Through a stroke of good luck and 
the successful lobbying of our current 
Permanent Representative to the UN 
in Geneva, Ambassador Chew Tai 
Soo, I was appointed the spokesman 
of the Group of 71 on the question of 
protectionism in the service sector. 
The spokesman for Group B was an 
official, English by nationality, of the 
Eu ropean Economic Community in 
Brussels. 

I can still remember the marathon 
sessions of negotiations between us, 
some lasting till the early hours of the 
morning . In the end, we failed to 
agree and we put our d raft resolution 
to the vote. Since our position had 
been endorsed by the Group of 77, 
the draft resolution was adopted by 
an overwhelming majority. 

You may ask, what is the use of a 
General Assembly resolution or an 
UNCT AD resolution since neither 
body has the power to enforce its 
decisions. Their utility lies in the fact 
that the UN reflects the public opi­
nion of the world and a resolution of 
the UN General Assembly and of 
U N CT AD exerts moral pressure on 

the state or states to which it is ad­
dressed. 

I believe that no country is immune 
from the pressure of world public opi­
nion although I r'ecognise that some 
governments are more concerned 
about their self-respect and how 
others regard them than others. 

Singapore is an island country. It is 
e great entrepot port. Our security 
and economic well-being are there­
fore very much dependent upon the 
freedom of navigation and the main­
tenance of the Rule of Law at sea. 
For this reason, we viewed with great 
concern the erosion of the traditional 
law of the sea during the decades of 
the 1 950s and 1 960s and the prolifera­
tion of unilateral claims by coastal 
states. 

By the late 1960s, the legal order 
which had lasted over a hu ndred 
years had suffered a fatal blow and 
the international community was 
confronted with the challenge of 
either negotiating a new legal order or 
of chaos. 

Singapore participated actively in . 
the preparations for, as well as in the 
work of, the Third UN Conference on 
the Law of the Sea . The conference, 
which began in 1 974 concluded its 
work in 1 982 with the adoption of the 
UN Convention on the Law of the 
Sea . 

Whatever the merits and demerits 
of that treaty may be, one thing is in­
disputable. The treaty has put a stop 
to the creeping jurisdiction of the 
coastal states. The treaty has replac­
ed a state of legal chaos with a new 
international legal order in which the 
rights and duties of coastal states and 
of other states are clearly spelt out. It 
is a significant contribution to the 
Rule of Law. The treaty protects our 
navigational, strategic and economic 
interests. 

I would point to this and other law­
making activities of the UN as the 
fourth benefit which Singapore 
derives from the U N .  The point is, I 
think, reasonably clear. As a small 
country, our secu rity interests are 
enhanced when the Rule of Law pre­
vails and contrariwise, our security in­
terests are jeopardised when the Rule 
of Might replaces the Rule of Law. 

The fifth and perhaps the most 
dramatic .occasion on which Singa­
pore took an issue to the UN and ob­
tained the desired outcome was the 
Vietnamese invasion and occupation 
of Cambodia in December 1 978 and 

continued on page 3 
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U NAS Di rectors 
M eet U N  Delegation 

UNAS directors spent a pleasant 
Saturday afternoon on 8 September 
1 984 with members of a delegation of 
the UN Special Committee Against 
Apartheid at an informal and cordial 
meeting at the Mandarin Hotel. 

The guests were first hosted to 
lunch at the Top of the 'M' Restaurant 
by UNAS President Dr Tham Seong 
Chee. They then adjourned for a brief 
discussion with UNAS dir91tors on 
issues of common concern, including 
ways of publicising in Singapore the 
work of the UN Special Committee 
Against Apartheid .  Amongst those 
present at the discussion were Assoc 
Prof. Lee Kok Cheong and Mr Obaid 
ui-Haq, advisers to the Editorial 
Board of the World Forum. 

The eight-member UN delegation, 
which was in Singapore as part of a 
five-nation Asian to4r, was led by Dr 
Naome Nhiwatiwa, the Deputy 
Minister for Information, Posts and 

Dr Tham briefs the UN delegation on the work of UNAS 

Telecommunication of Zimbabwe. 
During their five-day stay in 
Singapore, the members of the 

SINGAPORE AND THE UN, continued from page 2 

January 1979. Why did the ASEAN 
countries, in general,  and Singapore, 
in particular, oppose the action of 
Vietnam? Wasn't the P.ol Pot regime 
a blood-thirsty and barbarous 
regime? Why then did we condemn 
rather than applaud the overthrow of 
that odious regime? 

The AS EAN countries had never 
approved or supported the Pol Pot 
regime. On the contrary, it was Viet­
nam, the Soviet Union and its allies 
which had nurtured and supported 
the Pol Pot regime and shielded it 
against criticism in the UN Human 
Rights Commission . Therefore, Viet­
nam's intention for intervening was 
not humanitarian but hegemonistic . 

The ASEAN countries believed 
that if we had acquiesced in 
Vietnam's action, we would have 
allowed a bad precedent to be set . 
Militarily weak states would be ex­
posed to the so-called "humanitarian 
intervention" of their militarily more 
powerful neighbours. 

The ASEAN countries felt that the 
principle· of respect of the sover­
eignty; independence and territorial 
integrity of states and the principle of 
non-interference in the internal affairs 
of states, two of the cardinal princi­
ples of the UN Charter, must be 
maintained because they protected 

U NAS 

weaker states against their more 
powerful neighbours. 

Although ASEAN acknowledged 
that Vietnam had legitimate security 
interests in respect of Cambodia, 
such interests could not detract from 
the right of the Khmer people to de­
termine their own destiny. 

At the UN General Assembly in 
1 979, AS EAN was by no means sure 
that it had the necessary support to 
retain the seat of Democratic Kam­
puchea . We faced a formidable array 
of adversaries consisting of Vietnam, 
its Third World all ies, the Soviet 
Union and its East European al lies 
and India . Our arguments prevailed 
and a majority of the UN's member­
states, including a majority of the 
non-aligned countries, . supported 
ASEAN's stand. 

Between 1 979 and 1 982, Vietnam's 
challenge to the credentials of Demo­
cratic Kampuchea received less and 
less support and was faced with 
mounting opposition . In 1 983, Viet­
nam made no challenge to the cre­
dentials of Democratic Kampuchea . · 

Each year, since 1 969, ASEAN has 
also presented to the UN General 
Assembly a resolution on Kampuchea 
which, inter alia, called upon Vietnam 
to come to the negotiating table and 
which urged a political solution which 

delegation held talks with govern­
ment officials on matters relating to 
the welfare of women and children . 

would include the total withdrawal of 
Vietnamese forces from Cambodia 
and the holding of free elections 
under international supervision . Dur­
ing the last two years, 1 05 countries 
have voted for the ASEAN resolu­
tion . 

A cynic may ask what is the use of 
these resolutions when the reality is 
that five years and five resolutions 
later, Vietnam is stil l  occupying Cam­
bodia . The cynic, of course, has a 
point. The sanctions against viola­
tions of international law are usually 
weak.  

But  the resolutions of the General 
Assembly are not without effect. 
They have boosted the morale of the 
nationalist forces fighting against the 
Vietnamese in Cambodia . The 
AS EAN countries have been largely 
successful in persuading the Western 
countries and Japan to withhold thefr 
bilateral economic assistance to 
Vietnam until the problem of Cam­
bodia is resolved. 

The . face of Vietnam has been 
seriously ernbarrassed. From 1 975 to 
1 978, Vietnam was seen by the Third 
World as a heroic country, having 
defeated, first, the French and then, 
the United States. Today, Vietnam is 
viewed by most of the countries of 

continued on page 4 

3 



r 

SINGAPORE AND THE UN, continued from page 3 

the Third World as an aggressive and 
expansionist state. I cannot believe 
that however stoical the Vietnamese 
may be, it does not hurt. 

Although Vietnam has not yet 
agreed to sit at the negotiating table, 
it has progressively shifted its posi­
tion . It has stopped saying that the 
situation in Cambodia is irreversi ble. 
It has stopped insisting that any 
negotiation on Cambodia must 
simultaneously take up other issues 
which the Vietnamese wished to 
raise, such as American btt>es in the 
Philippines and East Timor. 

lately, Vietnam has even stopped 
say.ing that it will only withdraw its 
troops from Cambodia when the 
Chinese threat has been eliminated. I 
am aware of the fact that these 
changes of the Vietnamese tune may 
be tactical rather than real but I am 
also fairly confident that ASEAN's 
three-pronged policy on Cambodia 
has a better than 50 per cent chance 
of success. 

What are the three prongs of 
ASEAN'S policy7 

First, to support the nationalist 
forces, especially the two non­
communist forces, in order to main­
tain the military pressure on the 
ground. Second, to isolate Vietnam 
and thereby exert political ,  diplomatic 
and economic pressure on her to 
come to the negotiating table. Third, 
to offer Vietnam an honourable 
political settlement which will restore 
Cambodia as a sovereign and in- · 

dependent state and which will, at 
the same time, safeguard the 
legitimate security interests of Cam­
bodia's neighbours, including viet­
nam . 

let me now turn to the sixth in­
stance in which Singapore took an 
issue to the UN and secured positive 
results therefrom. Most of you wil l ,  I 
am sure, remember the period of 
1 979- 1980 when Vietnam either ex­
pelled or encouraged large numbers 
of its unwanted citizens to leave the 
country by boat, often unseaworthy 
ones at that. The exodus of the boat­
people, as the media came to call 
them, reached alarming proportions. 

The ASEAN countries were con­
cerned for three reasons . First, the ar­
rival of large numbers of Vietnamese 
refugees, many of whom of Chinese 
ethnicity, posed a threat to the inter­
nal social order of some of the 
ASEAN countries. Second, as the 
number of new arrivals exceeded the 
number of refugees who were ac­
cepted by the countries of final 
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refuge, mainly in the West, ASEAN 
was afraid to be stuck with a residue. 
Third, the financial resources to care 
for the refugees in the places of tem­
porary refuge in the ASEAN coun­
tries were rapidly dwindling. 

Confronted with this situation , the 
ASEAN countries requested the 
Secretary- General of the UN, Dr Kurt 
Waldheim, to hold a high-level con­
ference on Indochinese refugees in 
Geneva . 

The Geneva Conference proved ex­
tr�ely productive. First, the 
Western countries agreed to increase 
their intake of the Indochinese 
refugees. Second, owing largely to a 
very generous contribution from 
Japan, the Conference raised a very 
large sum of money to care for the 
refugees. Third and most important 
of all , Secretary-General Kurt 
Waldheim managed to negotiate an 
ag reement with the Vietnamese De­
puty Foreign Minister, Mr Phan Hien , 
whereby Vietnam agreed to dis­
courage the exodus of boat-people 
and ag reed to allow the UNHCR to 
establish an office in Vietnam in order 
to arrange for the orderly departure of 
the Vietnamese who wished to leave 
their country . 

The ag reement has been observed 
by Vietnam and the latest figures 
show that the number of orderly 
departures, over 2,000 per month, ex­
ceeds the" nu mber of the boat-people. 

let me turn to the seventh case. I n  
1 979, the Western mass media 
reported that famine had struck Cam­
bodia. At first, the authorities in 
Phnom Penh denounced such reports 
as falsehood, characterising them as 
imperial ist propaganda. Heng Samrin 
and his colleagues had to stop deny­
ing the undeniable when thousands 
of Khmers, men, women and children 
arrived at the Thai-Cambodian 
border, many of them literally dying 
in front of our eyes, on our television 
screens, from hunger and disease. 

Much to Kurt Waldheim's credit, 
the Secretary-General took the ini­
tiative to convene in New York, in 
November 1979, a conference to 
raise funds and material contribu­
tions for the humanitarian relief of 
the Cambodia ns, both those inside 
Cambodia as well as those encamped 
along the Thai-Cambodian border 
and inside Thailand . 

The conference initiated a pro­
cess which continues today. If the 
Cambodian people did not perish 
from famine and disease, the UN 
and its specialised agencies as well 

as the Swiss ICRC must be given 
much of the credit. The survival of 
the Cambodian people is important 
.to ASEAN and to the world because 
had they perished, there would be 
nothing to fight for. 

The eight and the last utility of 
the UN to Singapore which I wish to 
discuss is that it is the concourse of 
the world. This is important to a 
small country such as Singapore 
because we have no diplomatic mis­
sions in Africa, in the Caribbean and 
in latin America. The UN is a con­
venient forum in which we transact 
some of our bilateral business with 
these countries. 

The UN also serves us as a listen­
ing post as well as a window on the 
world. Each year, when our Second 
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign 
Mi nister come to New York, they 
meet 20 or more of their counter­
parts from various regions of the 
world . If the Ministers had to travel 
to their countries to meet them, it 
would probably take up several 
months of their valuable time. 

I nter-School 

U n ited 

Natio ns 

Qu iz 

T
he Ninth Inter-school United 
Nations Quiz was held on 
Saturday 21 July at 9.30 a.m.  at 

the Singapore Polytechnic. 
15 teams, each fielding 3 members, 

from 1 1  Junior Colleges and Pre-U 
centres participated in the quiz . 

St. Andrew's Junior College 
emerged champions. The . partici­
pants were: 
1 . Tan Wei Chung 
2. low Kit Ping 
3. Khoo Seok Choo 

The Raffles Junior College team 
was runner-up comprising 
1 .  Oon Thian Seng 
2. Santha Nadachatram 
3. Woo May Wen 

Tan Wei Chung scored the hig htest 
points in the written section and 
received the top prize for the best 
individual effort. 
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Asea n Fo reig n  M i n isters' 
Joint Statem ent 

On The Ka m p uchean Pro blem 

F or over five years, the ASEAN 
States and the international 
community have called upon 

Vietnam to cease its military occupa­
tion of Kampuchea and to'Tt>in in the 
search for a comprehensive political 
settlement of the Kampuchean pro­
blem. Vietnam remains obdurate. 
The ASEAN Foreign Ministers stress 
that a comprehensive political settle­
ment should speedily be fou nd . The 
primary objectives of such a settle­
ment are the exercise of the inalien­
able right of self-determination by the 
Kampuchean people and the restora­
tion of the independence, sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of Kam­
puchea. Towards this end , the 
Foreign Ministers call for the early 
withdrawal of all Vietnamese forces 
from Kampuchea under international 
supervision. 

National reconciliation among all 
the Kampuchean factions, as ad­
vocated by the President of the Coali­
tion Government of Democratic Kam­
puchea ( CGDK),  Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk, is essential for the restora­
tion and maintenance of the in­
dependence and national unity of 

Issued in Jakarta on July 9, 1 984  

Kampuchea in any enduring political 
settlement. Such national reconcilia­
tion is an essential element for the 
realization of long-term peace, securi­
ty, 'fttability and development in Kam­
puchea, which will contribute to the 
security of its neighbours, including 
Vietnam . 

The Kampuchean people are 
becoming increasingly dissatisfied 
with the growing Vietnamese 
presence in their country. Together 
with the expanding resistance forces 
of the CGDK under the Presidency of 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk, they have 
opposed , with increasing effec­
tiveness, the military efforts by Viet­
nam to dominate their country. This 
clearly shows the futility of Vietnam's 
military efforts. Vietnam's attempts 
to impose a military solution will only 
serve to increase tension and under­
mine peace and sta bility in the region . 

The Foreign Ministers welcome the 
Statement issued on July 6 by the 
CGDK. They were particularly grati­
fied by this evidence of further en­
hancement of unity and solidarity 
among the Khmer nationalists. They 
fully support the determination of the 

CGDK to seek a political solution to 
the Kampuchean situation . 

The Foreign Ministers reaffirm that 
the Appeal for Kampuchean Indepen­
dence of 21 September 1 983 contains 
the most appropriate and practical 
steps leading to a comprehensive 
political settlement. They call on Viet­
nam to support national reconciliat­
tion . The Foreign Ministers reaffirm 
their readiness to discuss a compre­
hensive political settlement of the 
Kampuchean problem with Vietnam. 

Stressing the importance of in­
creased international su pport for 
ASEAN's search for a comprehensive 
political settlement in Kampuchea, 
the Foreign Ministers express their 
confidence that the international 
community will continue to actively 
join in these efforts and will give all 
su pport towards ensuring the suc­
cessful implementation of the com­
prehensive political settlement. 

The Foreign Ministers are convinc­
ed that with the comprehensive set­
tlement of the Kampuchean problem, 
the obstacle to peace and stability in 
South-East Asia will be removed . 

U NAS Board H osts 

Lu ncheon fo r WFU NA Exec utive 

M embers of the UNAS Board 
of Directors hosted a private 
luncheon in honour of Pro-

fessor Klaus Hufner, Chairman of the 
Executive Committee of the World 
Federation of UN Associations 
(WFUNA), on 25 August 1 984 at the 
Pine Court Restaurant of the Man­
darin Hotel . 

t'� Directors present at the l uncheon 
had a useful exchange of views on 
matters of mutual interest with Pro­
fessor Hufner, who was in Singapore 
on his way to Australia for a lecture 
tour. 

UNAS 

A group photogrsph sfter B heBrty Peking lunch 
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Sem inar on 

Co m m u nications 
Singapore Science Centre 
Wednesday 30 May 1984. 

Dr Tan Cheng Bock, MP for Ayer Rsjsh, receiving s memento from Dr Them Seong 
Chee, UNAS President end Chairmen of the Seminar Organising Committee. 

Dr Chis Choon Wei, s divisions/ msnsger from Telecoms, presenting his paper to en at­
tentive audience. 
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IIWhat 
they say" 

As Singapore grows in affluence and 
her population acquires the habits 
and sophistication of a developed 
nation, more and more people will 
desire to own cars. Unfortunately, 
Singapore is also a small country with 
extremely scarce land. Therefore, 
land and space have to be apportion­
ed wisely to competing users. 
Naturally, private car ownership has 
to be controlled to avoid the collapse 
of our land transport system owing to 
over-congestion on our roads. In 
order to sustain our economic 
growth, an efficient and reliable alter­
native to car ownership will have to 
be provided to meet the needs of the 
commuting public. 

Mr Sam Chong Keen, 
NTUC Comfort 

The oil industry is currently facing a 
period of uncertainty ahead. One of 
Shell's responses to this challenge is 
to lower its operating costs and in­
crease efficiency and productivity so 
as to remain competitive whatever 
the coming circumstances and to be 
best prepared for the upturn when it 
comes. Amongst other means, Shell 
relies on the communication facilities 
within its organisation and those pro­
vided by the Government. 

Mr R. T. Rajah, 
Senior Electrical Engineer, 

Shell Eastern Petroleum Pte Ltd. 

U NAS 
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The various technologies of optical 
fibres, digital switching, microcom­
puters, high density computer memo­
ries will come together to provide a 
wide range of services which will 
make the businessman more produc­
tive and competitive. Services such 
as Voicemail and Mailbox will help an 
executive keep in touch with his of­
fice or business contacts at all times 
even on overseas trips. 

Electronic mail will speed com­
munication between people. 

.. 
Teleview will benefit both business­
men and private citizens. Banking, 
shopping, education and messaging 
can be done on Teleview. 

Telecommunications help to move 
knowledge between individuals, bet­
ween the individual and the com­
puter, and between computers . 

Dr Chia Choon Wei 
Telecoms 

Whilst we are now engaged in an 
agonising period of transport transi-

tion - the case of restriction of the 
use of the car in favour of public trans­
port. We say that Singapore has ac­
cepted car ownership and. use as a 
prog ressive element in modern socie­
ty. Its position is assured though not 
immune from criticism and restraint. 
Its value to the community for the 
future will depend upon the pursuit of 
vigorous and imaginative policies to 
accommodate the car in the best in­
terest of a society which now recog­
nise and accept its contribution to the 
individual and modern world. 

Mr Milton Tan 
• fresident 

Automobile Association of Singapore 

when settled communrtres 
become clearer in Singapore, there 
will be a need for newspapers in 
those communities . . .  newspapers 
which try and help up that kind of 
communities will go into that direc­
tion of building a stronger base for 
people to relate to each other . . .  I I  

Mr Toh Thian Ser 
Deputy Chief Editor 

Singapore Monitor 

I I  Air transport plays a significant 
communications role in international 
relations by bringing people closer 
together, providing industry and busi­
ness a means of better productivity 
and opening up the leisure market to 
new and varied destinations. SIA will 
continue to play its part in this area by 
continually remaining sensitive to 
developments in the industry and the 
needs of the tr�velling public . "  

Captain Maurice de Vaz 
Director of Flight Operations SIA 

"Tourism stated to be one of the 
fastest growing industries in the 
world, is facing serious challenges in 
the form of protectionism and the in­
ternational economic climate. But the 
greatest danger it faces is from 
within. We have to make every effort 
to present the industry as a purpose­
ful one that has its roots in abiding 
characteristics of service and hospita­
lity. And we must communicate this 
both within the industry and outside 
of it ." 

Mr Pakir Singh 
Executive Director 

Singapore Hotel Association 

U NAS G ift To The M ission 

T he ambulance will be formally presented to the Sree Narayana Mission Home for the Aged Sick at the Annual U N  Day 
Dinner which will be held on Satu rday 20 October 1 984  at the Shangri-la Hotel . 
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Role a n d  Futu re of the 

U n ited Nations 

at the Conference of the World Federation of U n ited Nations Associations 
Geneva, Switzerland 

October 4, 1 983 

Address by: WI LLI AM J. VA N D E N  HE UVEL 
Former Deputy Permanent Representative of the United States to the United Nations 

4 "We the �eople of the United Nations . . .  " 

T
hat opening phrase of the 
Charter was designed to stress . 
the involvement of individuals 

in maintaining the goals of the United 
Nations, although our governments 
were the signatories. 

It is worth our remembering these 
words . By the very fact of our pre­
sence, we identify ourselves as indivi­
duals who remain committed to the 
possibilities of the United Nations for 
fulfilling the vision and the hope ex­
pressed in the Preamble of The 
Charter. B ut this important meeting 
will not be worth the effort unless we 
realize that our governments, the 
member states of the United Nations, 
have dramatically limited the effec­
tiveness of the United Nations and 
are in danger of making it irrelevant to 
the important problems that threaten 
the peace and security of the world. I 
do not say this in criticism of any 
single government. It would be coun­
terproductive for us to meet here in 
Geneva just to repeat the attitudes of 
our various governments toward 
each other. Clearly, there is a crisis in 
world affairs. Our meeting, our dis­
cussions will not resolve that crisis, 
nor will it put the North /South dia­
logue back in productive motion, nor 
stop the Iran /Iraq war, nor bring 
peace to Chad or Central America or 
Afghanistan, nor cause the profound 
distrust between the Superpowers to 
disappear. There is, however, an 
agenda we can address that could·­
make a difference - and that agenda 
is entitled: What can be done to 
strengthen the United Nations. The 
Associations we represent, and we 
ou rselves as individuals, are 
dedit:ated to supporting the United 
Nations as an instrument in creating a 
civilized and peaceful world order. 
Our first task then is to assess the 
reality of the United Nations' effec­
tiveness in accomplishing that in­
dispensable objective. 
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The Secretary General, Javier 
Perez de Cuellar, defined the dimen­
sions of the problem in his 1982 
Report: "We are perilously near to a 
new international anarchy," said the 
Secretary General.  His description 
leaves an impression of the Security 
Council, he most important United 
Nations body for the maintenance of 
international peace and security, as a 
hapless, helpless giant, defied, ig­
nored and increasingly powerless. He 
senses the new nationalism gripping 
the large and small, the weak and the. 
powerful nations of the world, as 
destructive to the multilateral ap­
proach which is the basis of the 
Charter of the United Nations. Our 
most urgent need is "a workable 
system of collective security in which 
Governments can have real confi­
dence," said the Secretary General . 
The control of armaments, the limita­
tion of military conflict, the preven­
tion of nuclear holocaust, the provi­
sion of defense and shelter for the 
small and the weak, the efforts to 
build a more equitable international 
economy and establish universal prin­
ciples of justice - all of these noble 
(and urgent) pu rposes require the 
system of collective security which 
the Charter envisions. 

The possibilities of creating such a 
workable system of collective secu­
rity through the framework of the 
Un ited Nations are given less support 
today by the member states than at 
any time since the end of World War 
I I .  There is nothing that has happen­
ed since the publication of the 
Secretary General's report that per­
mits us to believe that our govern­
ments either desire or are capable of 
dealing with this disastrous assess­
ment. The Secretary General is not 
alone in his "deep anxiety."  Last 
year, the United Nations Institute for 
Training and Research ( U N ITARI did 
a survey among diplomats assigned 

to the United Nations. The U N IT AR 
study indicated that the diplomats 
regarded peace in the Middle East as 
the world's most pressing problem, 
but they did not think the United Na­
tions would be of much help in 
achieving it . They had a low opinion 
of the General Assembly, an even 
lower one of the Security Council. 
They complained of spending too 
much time in endless, fruitless 
meetings, of being overwhelmed by 
too much paper, of being confronted 
by agendas so heavy that any effec­
tive response was impossible. The 
large majority of those su rveyed 
agreed that "the overall performance 
of the secretariat has declined sub­
stantially in recent years," primarily 
because of political interference by 
governments that has seriously 
undermined the Charter's commit­
ment to an independent, impartial in­
ternational civil service. 

Each of us may agree or disagree 
with those painful assessments. All of 
us know that the United Nations is as 
much or as little as our governments 
permit it to be. We know that the 
United Nations is not a sovereign en­
tity. At the very least - and perhaps 
at the very most - it is a diplomatic 
conference of all the nations of the 
world in permanent session. Our task 
is to pressure in every way possible, 
to see that the United Nations is used 
for what it can do. We must not allow 
it to be undermined and destroyed for 
not doing what its member govern­
ments do not allow it to do. Our time 
this week will be well spent if we 
begin the process of organizing a 
short agenda of things that can be 
done without great difficulty or cost 
- matters that will test the commit­
ment of our governments to allowing 
the United Nations to work. 

Let us begin with the Security 

contirued on page 9 
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ROLE AND FUTURE OF THE UNITED NA TIONS, continued from page 8 

Counci l .  If nothing else, the Security 
Council can help the world find out 
the truth of what is happening and 
why. Its procedures now permit con­
fidential sessions but those sessions 
are not much more useful for the 
effective resolution of problems than 
its public meetings. Would it be 
possible for the antagonists in 
threatened or actual hostilities to 
come before the Security Council in 
confidential session and permit the 
members to hear their viewpoints, 
raise questions as to facts and atti­
tudes, and candidly di�uss the 
elements of immediate truce, possi­
ble resolution , and hopeful reconcilia­
tion? If the United Nations is perma­
nent diplomatic conference, then let 
us permit diplomacy to work. If only a 
public forum is available to nations in 
conflict, propaganda, polemics and 
rhetoric will be the result. If the 
Security Council even in confidential 
session is too cumbersome, then let it 
designate the Secretary General, or a 
subcommittee of a handful of 
members to investigate specific ques­
tions, the answers to which are 
essential to structuring a solution. 
The challenge is to find out what truly 
is happening and move quickly to 

'forestall the violence. 
The procedures of the Security 

Council can be accommodated to do 
this. Article 29 of the Charter can be 
used to create an investigating arm of 
a small group of wise men and 
women whose international stature 
will give influence to their finding. Let 
us try such a group once. Whether it 
is the Security Council in confidential 
session, or a special assignment to 
the Secretariat, or the appointment 
of a special group to investigate or 
recommit, certainly some procedure 
is possible to permit the Security 
Council to find out the truth of what 
is happening and work out solutions 
to contain the violence. the present 
steri le procedure where Represen­
tatives read to each other from 
messages dictated in distant capitals 
can be made productive if Repre­
sentative, for example, used the oc­
casion to question the petitioners or 
request specific information from the 
antagonists. The present discussion 
mode is essentially counterproductive 
except as theatre. 

Tin! Secretary General has sug­
gested that the Security Council 
"keep active watch on dangerous 
situations and, if necessary, initiate 
discussions with the parties before 
they reach the point of crisis." As the 

U NAS 

Secretary General himself has 
pointed out, his office cbuld play a 
more forthright role in this effort 
within the general framework of Arti­
cle 99 of the Charter. But every 
member state shares this responsibili­
ty with the Secretary General .  Article 
35 gives the 1 58  members of the 
United Nations equal right and oppor­
tunity to bring any dispute, or any 
situation "which might lead to inter­
national friction or give rise to a dis­
pute" to the attention of the Security 
Council or of the General Assembly. 
Mi!1J,t it be possible for a group of tru­
ly neutral nations to be a special 
monitor of world crises and force the 
Security Council to acknowledge and 
deal with such problems before they 
explode and become unmanageable? 
Every passage of foreign forces 
across a sovereign border could thus 
automatically be on the agenda of 
world concern and require, at the 
very least, an explanation . In the af­
fairs of nations, as in the actions of 
individuals, the very act of observa­
tion can change the direction of the 
moving force. 

United Nations Peacekeeping 
Forces have provided a buffer bet­
ween passionate and uncontrollable 
antagonists. The concept is clearly 
one of the most effective means of 
limiting violence. Those nations 
which have assigned the brave and 
heroic men to these Forces have 
made an historic contribution to the 
possibilities of peace. The role and 
responsibilities of the Peacekeeping 
Forces should be expanded, not 
abandoned. Nations in conflict that 
reject the opportunity of such buffer 
forces will bear a major responsibility 
for rendering the United Nations inef­
fective. 

The implementation and streng­
thening of one of the United Nations' 
most significant achievements, the 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, has 
to be a priority item on any agenda of 
international action. The completion 
of a verifiable Comprehensive Test­
Ban Treaty has become the symbol of 
whether the Superpowers are 
prepared to give leadership to all the 
nations of the world through their 
willingness to live up to the com­
mitments to which the Non-Prolifera­
tion Pact obligate them. Each of our 
Associations have the right and 
obligation to ask our governments to 
show their good faith to their Charter 
commitments by completing the 
negotiations on the Comprehensive 
Test Ban Treaty in 1984. 

The Arms Control negotiations in 
Geneva between the United States 
and the USSR are the concern of all 
nations of the world, not alone of the 
Superpowers. The United Nations 
should designate a special forum, 
within the General Assembly, the 
Security Council or otherwise, where 
American and Soviet spokesmen can 
explain in detail their positions on the 
various issues of the Geneva negotia­
tions. Expert representatives of the 
member states, in a disciplined 
framework focused to advance 
discussion - not propaganda or 
polemics - should be allowed to 
question the spokesmen of the 
Superpowers regarding their posi­.tions. What is more essential to the 
possibilities of collective security than 
a forthright opportunity to remind the 
Superpowers that the questions they 
are negotiating are the profound con­
cern of all of the peoples of the 
world? If no other modality is avail­
able to secure an appropriate forum 
without delay, the Secretary General 
could organize the session on his own 
initiative. Having established his in­
dependence by declaring his resolve 
not to seek re-election, causing this 
unprecedented opportunity for dis­
cussion between the Superpowers 
and the rest of the world would give 
new meaning to his office and add 
the power of universal opinion to his 
voice. 

The nations of the Third World 
have a crucial obligation to show a 
capacity for leadership in seeking a 
break-through on vital issues through 
the intervention of the United Na­
tions. May I suggest an action that 
will cause their concern on arms con­
trol to be taken seriously. Let five 
non-aligned - truly non-aligned -
nations announce unilateral,  signifi­
cant reductions in their conventional 
armed forces and armaments and in­
vite verification of their action by a 
United Nations authority. Such an 
example could be the stone cast upon 
the pond that might create the ripples 
which will turn into irresistible waves 
to change the direction of the Ships 
of State. 

The United Nations is not an op­
portune forum to enforce human 
rights which the Charter and the De­
claration Qf Human Rights told the 
people of the world was their due. 
Since governments are the violators 
of human rights, and since the United 
Nations is an association of govern-

continued on page 10 
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� � u n ited N ati o n s :  
I m age a n d  Rea l ity'' 
Extracted from "United Nations: Image and Reality" 

Issued by The United Nations Department of Public Information . 

Is the United Nations really 
necessary? 

It has been said many times and is 
worth repeating that if we did not 
have the United Nations it would 
have to be invented. In a period of 
convulsive change, the United Na­
tions offers a forum for Cl,fltinuing 
discussion of problems and for in­
stant consultations in emergencies. 

International organization is no 
longer a gleam in the eye of an 
idealistic world.  It is a fact of modern 
life, taken for granted in daily 
routines, on one level, and the 
corner-stone of the foreign policy of 
many Governments, on another. The 
taken-for-granted routines of various 
specialized agencies - postal, tele­
communications and transport -
would not be possible without inter­
national co-operation. Indeed, order­
ly trade in materials and in manufac­
tured commodities would also be 
impossible without agreed and co­
ordinated international arrange­
ments. 

What can the United Nations do 
about the state of the world? 

Secretary-General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar pointed out in his first annual 
report on the work of the United Na­
tions in 1 982: "We live today in the 
presence of a chilling and unprece­
dentjd phenomenon . At the peak of 
world power there exist enough 
nuclear weapons to destroy life on 
our planet . . .  In the middle level of 
world power there exist vast quanti­
ties of sophisticated, so-called con­
ventional weapons. Indeed we have 
seen some of them in devastating ac­
tion this very year . . .  At yet another 
level we have the poverty ot a vast 
proportion of the world's population 
. . .  We have unsolved but soluble pro­
blems of economic relations, trade, 
distribution of resources and techno­
logy. We have many ideas and plans 
as to how to meet the growing needs 
of the large mass of humanity, but 
somehow such human considera­
tions seem to take second place to 
the technology and funding of 

ROLE ANO FUTURE OF THE UN/TEO NA TIONS, continued from page 9 

ments, the likelihood of establishing a 
forum for the hearing of charges, and 
the rendering and enforcing of judg­
ments against offending govern­
ments is not possible within the fore­
seeable future. The United Nations 
Commission on H uman Rights has 
laboured strenuously to do serious 
work. Let us present to it a task that 
can be accomplished in 1984. Let the 
United Nations Commission finish its 
work on the Convenant Against Tor­
ture so that it can be available for rati­
fic(ltion in the months ahead . If we 
the people cannot ask all govern­
ments to stop torture of their citizens, 
if a citizen's right to be protected 
against torture by the agents of its 
government is not absolute and fun­
damental ,  and if governments are un­
willing to undertake that Covenant, 
the· people of the world will be justi­
fied in believing that only the non­
govefnmental groups and agencies 
are deserving of their gratitude for the 
heroic labour of defining and defend­
ing the universal rights that the 
Founders of the United Nations ac­
knowledged. 
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Experts of vast experience are warn­
ing of a worldwide monetary crisis 
unless the wealthy nations address 
themselves to the debt burden that is 
destroying any hope for growth and 
higher living standards for the de­
veloping nations. Let us ask the 
World Bank and the I M F  to convene 
an international conference to dis- · 
cuss the debt question . At the very 
least, let such a conference establish 
that the economic well-being of the 
developing world as a priority con­
cern for all of us. Properly organized, 
such a conference could produce 
some concrete steps that will assure 
stability instead of the chaos that 
otherwise will surely come. 

One last suggestion for our urgent 
agenda. The world is watching as 
though it were helpless as the Persian 
Gulf is destroyed by the worst oilspill 
in history. Is it not possible for the 
United Nations Environmental Agen­
cy to coordinate the international ef­
fort to prevent the further destruction 
of the marine life in these waters that 
belong to all mankind? 

The accomplishment of any one of 

violence and war in the name of 
national security. "  

A good many people hold the 
United Nations responsible for this 
state of affairs. But, as mentioned 
above, the United Nations is not a 
world government, and it can act on­
ly when its Member States decide 
that it should .  They do or do not pro­
vide it with the political will to act. 
They do or do not give it money, peo­
ple, material and direction . They do 
or do not use its procedures, carry 
out its decisions or observe the prin­
ciples of the Charter. If any one of 
these elements is missing, the United 
Nations cannot deal successfully with 
problems. 

It is not that anyone expects coun­
tries to work in complete or con­
tinuous harmony, but Mr. Perez de 
Cuellar has noted that "Time after 
time we have seen the Organization 
set aside or rebuffed, for this reason 
or for that, in situations in which it 
should, and could, have played an 

continued on page 1 1  

these urgent items in the year ahead 
would be hailed as a significant 
United Nations achievement. The 
accomplishment of all of them would 
not only make the United Nations 
relevant but would cause the reality 
of hope to replace the present 
counsels of despair. 

A permanent diplomatic confer­
ence may be enough to justify the 
existence and cost of the United Na­
tions. Viscount Grey, the Foreign 
Minister of the United Kingdom, con­
fided to his diary on the eve of World 
War I that the terrible conflict might 
have been avoided if only the nations 
in conflict had a forum where they 
were compelled to meet . At least the 
United Nations provides that forum 
now - and the avoidance of World 
War I l l  can probably in some measure 
be credited to that reality. 

But the Peoples of the World have 
· a right to ask more. Let the crescendo 
of our voices rise until our govern­
ments understand that we hold them 
accountable for creating the better 
world that we are obligated to be­
queath to our children. 

UNAS 



"United Nations: Image and Reality", continued from page TO 

important and constructive role" . 
The Secretary-General concluded: 
"We take the United Nations serious­
ly when we desperately need it. I 
would urge that we also seriously 
consider the practical ways in which 
it should develop its capacity and be 
used as an essential institution in a 
stormy and uncertain world . "  

Does this mean that t h e  United 
Nations has not done much 7 
No. The United Nations has done a 
great deal in the past 38 years . Some 
of its achievements have hi1.the head­
lines, but most are little publicized. 
Others are simply taken for granted. 
To look at a few facts: 

When the Charter of the United 
Nations was signed, self-deter­
mination - the right of peoples 
to govern themselves and choose 
their own way of life - was a goal .  
The United Nations kept that goal 
before the conscience of the world, 
and today the goal has become a fact 
in most of the lands formerly under 
colonial rule. 

Mediation efforts and peace-keep­
ing forces have been instrumental in 
checking or resolving fighting and 
other disputes between Member 
States in many parts of the world. 

• An early warning system for im­
pending grain and other food scar­
cities has been set up under the 
Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations. 

• The United Nations Children's 
Fund annually provides supplies 
and equipment to some 300,000 
health and day-care centres and 
schools, works to improve water 
systems and trains over half a 
million community workers in ser­
vices for children . 

• ,:Wrlines all over the world operate 
more safely because of rules and 
regulations agreed upon under the 
auspices of the International Civil 
Aviation Organization. 

• More than 5,000 development pro­
jects in Africa, Asia, Europe and 
Latin America are aided through 
the United Nations Development 
Programme, with offices in 1 14 de­
veloping countries. 

• Aid for millions of refugees 
throughout the world is co­
ordinated and directed by the 
United Nations High Commis­
sioner for Refugees. 

• Habitat, the lead agency for the 
upcoming International Year of the 
Homeless in 1 987, is tackling the 
problem of providing adequate 
shelter for the world's growing po­
pulation. 

• Labour standards set by the Inter­
national Labour Organisation have 
made life safer and better for 
millions of workers around the 
world . 

• Precious relics of human history 
such as the Egyptian temples of 
Abu Simbel, the temple of 
Borobudur in Indonesia and the 
Acropolis in Greece, have been 
saved with the help of the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization. 

• The World Meteorological 
Organization's "World Weather 
Watch" system predicts and 
monitors potential natural 
disasters, such as hurricanes, 
cyclones and earthquakes. 

• The World Bank lends billions of 
dollars to countries for their de­
velopment project�. 

• The world economy, now caught 
in the worst crisis since the Great 
Depression of the 1 930s, would be 
thrown into chaos if it were not for 
two key agencies: The Interna­
tional Monetary Fund and the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade. The former is central to the 
monetary system involving most of 
the world's countries; the latter, an 
agency linked to the United Na­
tions system, plays a major role in 
setting the norms of world trade. 

The United Nations formulated 
mankind's first Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights in 1 948  and went on 
to adopt two International Covenants 
which amplify and put into binding 
legal form the human rights - civil 
and political and economic, social 
and cultural - set forth in the De­
claration . The Covenants came into 
force in 1 976 and they provide 
measures to check on complaints of 
human rights violations. 

U N  Fam i ly Tree 

Many other international conven­
tions, by which nations commit 
themselves to ensure particular 
rights, have been concluded under 
the auspices of the United Nations 
and the related agencies - conven­
tions on genocide, slavery and forced 
labour, refugees, elimination of racial 
discrimination and of discrimination 
against women,  and hostage-taking 
are just a few. 

In the economic, social and 
humanitarian fields, achievements of 
the operational units of the United 
Nation� family are impressive : 
• Smallpox has been wiped out 

under a campaign co-ordinated by 
. the World Health Organization. 

Millions of persons are being in­
oculated against other crippling 
and disabling diseases. 

U NAS 

A F D B  - African 081/elopment B ank 
AS D B  - Asian 081/elopment Bank 
ECA - Economic Commission for Africa 
ECE - E c onomic Comm ission for Eu rope 
E C L A  - Economic Commission for 

Latin America 
ECWA - Economic Commission for 

Western Asia 
ESC A P - Economic and Social Commission 

for Asia and the Pacific 
F AO - F ood and Agric u l tu ral Organisation 
G ATT - General Agreement of Trade 

and Tariffs 
i A E A  - I nternational Atomic E n ergy Agency 

- I B R D  - I n ternational Bank for Reconstruction 
and 081/elopment (Sometimes 
referred to as the World Bank) 

I DA - International Development Association 
I CAO - I nternational Civil  Aviation 

0 rgan lsati on 
l O B - I n ter-American Development 

Bank 
I F A D  - I n ternational F und for Agric u l tu ral 

Disaster 
I F C  - I n ternational F i nance Corporation 
I LO - I n ternational Labour O rganisation 
I MC O  - I nter-G overnmental Maritime 

Consultative O rganisation 
I M F  - I nternational Monetary F u nd 

I T U  - I n ternational Telecommunication 
U n ion 

U NCTAD - Un ited Nations Conference on 
Trade and Devel opment 

U N DP - U n i ted Nations Development 
Programme 

UN O R O  - Office of the U n i ted Nations 
Disaster Rei ief Co-ordinator 

U N E P  - U n i ted Nations E nvironment-Programme 
U N ESCO - U n ited N ations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural O rganisation 
U N  F DAC - U n ited Nations Fund for 

Drug Abuse Control 
U N F PA - U n ited N ations F und for 

Population Activities 
U N H C R  - U n i ted N ations H igh Commission 

for Refu gees 
U N I C E F  - Un ited Nations Ch i l d ren's F u nd 
U N I DO - U n ited N ations I ndustrial 

Development Organisation 
U N IT A R  - U n i ted Nations I nstitute for 

Trai n i n g  and Research 
U P U  - Un iv ersal Postal U n ion 
W F P  - world F ood Programme 
WI PO - W orld I ntel l ec tu al P roperty 

Organisation 
- W orld Health O rganisation W H O  

WMO 
WTO 

- W orld Meteorological O rganisation 
- W orld T ou r ism O rganisation 
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. UNAS Board of Di rectors 

President 
Secretary-General 
Asst. Secretary-General 
Honorary Treasurer 
Asst. Hon Treasurer 
Directors 

Editor 
Publication 
Advisers 

Dr Tham Seong Chee 
Mr Bert Koh Kok Seng 

Mr Chew Pek Yeong 
Mr Kwang Chan Pong 

Mr Tan Char Thong 

Mr Christopher Chan 

Mr Chong Sze Sheng 

Miss Jane A C Goh 
MAJ S E Jesudason 
Mr Kwan Wai Keng 

Mr Alfred lien Ki � Sang 
Mr John Lim 

Assoc Prof Philip Motha 
Mr Stephen Tan Thiam Tong 

Editorial  Board · 

M rs Anandam Ganapathy 
· · Mr John lim 

Assoc Prof Lee Kok Cheong 

Mr Obaid UI-Haq 

This issue has been k indly 
sponsored by 

Editor's Note 

What it should have been 

In the May 1 984 issue of the World 
Forum it was wrongly reported that 
Temasek Junior College submitted 
the winning entry in the Essay com­
petition on Communications organis­
ed by UNAS in 1 983. Hwa Chong 
J unior College were in fact the win­
ners. We apologise for the error. 

Readers who wish to apply for 
membership with UNAS are re­
quested to write to : 

The Chairman, Membership Com­
mittee, United Nations Associa­
tion of Singapore, P.O. Box 351 , 
Singapore 9124. 

SAM POERNA HOLDI NGS S.E.A. PTE. LTD. 
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