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Tyler to UNRRA Washington 

I enclose here-vrith a copy of Bulletin l'Jo . 1 , prep~red 

by the Office Central du Don Suisse , nnd 9onta ining a review of 

this organis :i.tion I s activity up to the end of Febrmry. 

I h:we b een requested by the Don Suisse to emphasize 

tho fact that tr.is Bulletin is prep:i.rod exclusively for tho 

use of the members of the Don Suisse Cornrni ttoE: , and trnt the 

information cont,1ined in it is not for publication . Were you 

to wish to uso any of this information for any report intended 

for unrGstrictod circulation, I would r equest you to inform mo , 

previously, so tho. t I may ascertain th.1. t tho Don Suisse has no 

objection , 

Royall Tyler . 

1 copy h:ls boon sent to UNRRA London . 
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28 February lil.i.5 

11 Don Suisse " for the Viutims of War 
Infor mation Bul letin from the Central Office 

No . 1 

What is the 11 Doh Su:Lsse 11 ? 

The Don Suisse is not a federal agency any more than it is a monopoly 
of relief services abroad . on·t}:l<,=; cqntrary it seeks to utilize private 
initiative and it supports , by grants of funds , the work of the entr 1aide 
and other existing local committees . 

- . . - . 

The Don Suisse is in the first place a coordinating center . It in­
vestigates the situation of the civilian population in the regions devastated 
by the war . It furnishes priv-ate organizCLtions with matr::rials they need , 
makes arr;:mgements with federal bureaus and prevents the waste of energy 
which would be caused if two groups were trying to accomplish the s2me thing . 

Faithful to its m-utrali ty, the Don Suisse cannot affiliate with UNhRA, 
but it mainta;Lns official rel<Rtions vri th that gre:at orgt:mization which might 
be called upon to, expand in the very near future . It works :in collaboration 
with the different brtnchcs of the Inttrnational Red Cross . 

The means at the disposc:1 -of' the D•Jn Suisse are very meager compared 
with the needs . The following principles will t'neref'ore guide its acti vi­
ties : 

1) T,hc geographic situation of Switzerland permits her to bring aid 
during the period between trie cess2-tion of hostilities and the, arrival of 
supplies from overseas . This aid will be limited to liberated countries . 

2) The aid given by the Don Suisse must first of all benefit our 
_neighbors . 

3) T.he assistance of the Don Suisse. can also represent a sort of 
sponsorship of the countries to whom we are bound by strong historic and 
cultural ties .· 

4) Each operation must be envisaged in a spirit of a.bsolute ,justice ; 
aid is given wherever the suffering is grea:test . 

\/Vhile UNP.RA undertook the task of b:r'inging, on the one hand , urgent 
relief (Relief) and on the oth.:::·r the tc.'.sk of "setttng things going 2gnin 11 

(Rehabilit2tion) the Don Suisse particularly intends to protect the victims 
of wo.r from hunger , cold and E'pidemics . The grc:atest possible number of 
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human lives must be saved; the greatest possible number of unfortunate 
people must be enc1bled -to t .ake up their work under normal conditions . 

How is relief c2rried out? 

The Don Suisse usually works through the medium of the lc1.rge mutual 
aid organizations (Swiss Red Cross, Oeuvre Suisse d 1entr 1aide ouvriere, 
Union Suisse de chcrite 11Carj_tas~ Commission d I entr I aide et de reconstructi.on 
des Eglises, etc . ) and other committees which have been formed in certain 
cities and co.ntons . · 

• . The organize.tions t·o ,..,hich Don Suisse funds may be granted m1.1 ::.t present 
sufficient euarantees of th~ seriousness with which they ,,ill accomplish 
their work; and distribution must be done without political or other con­

_sider2tion . The organization that calls on the Don Suisse for help must 
,submit detc:d.led plans and a budget to the Central Of ficG~ 

After finding out whore aid can be given it submits t.i:iE' projc-'ct to the 
Executive Committee who may grant or rof'use the fonds requested , 

. The contribution 0£ the Don Suisse consists of supplies delivered, or 
event:ually of payment in money if it is nec8ssary to send specfolists such 

. as doctors, technic:i.tms; social workers, etc , The Don Suisse concerns it­
self with the r.:jquest for export permj_ts , resulntes the question of trans­
portation and it also maintains reh.tions with foreign au thor:L ties . 

Th:ere are cc1scs vrherc the Don Suisse itself proposes a specific opera­
tion and takes cho.rge of it . 

Organi z.ation 

Under the Nati.onal Committee of the Don Suisse , presided over by 
Mr . Wetter, former Feder.al Councillor~ the Executive Committee directs 
the work . 

The practicc.l operations c::.re entrusted to tho Central Office \-:-hose 
chief is Mr. Rodolfo Olgip.ti , Schauplatzgnsse 39 , Berne . Under the Central 
Office are the iol1owing sections: 

1. The Relief Section examines the prop,nals emanating from the 
Entr 1Aide and sees that they aro co.rried out . Its chief is Mr . Carl A. Egger , 

2. The Commercial Service under th0 direction of rfrr . U. V. Benziger 
is in . charge of purchases which arc made through the proper federal offices 
(OGIF, OGA). Each bill is countersigned by the Price Control Office before 
it·is paid by the Commercial :Servicet 

J . The Personnel Section receives the applic2.tions of those who wish 
to put themselves at the disposal of the Don Suisse . It works in collnbora­
tion with the organizers of courses in social work,. 
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4. The F1md haising Section, Bergstrasse 29 , Zurich , organizes the 
fund raising drives in the whole of Switzerland . It includes sections on 
press and propaganda . Its director is }.tr . E . A. Gn1f . 

S. Tht· Docum,:mts SGrvice , directed by Mr . h . J 2.quet , keeps thcr:1 in­
formed of the needs of regions requiring c.ssistance . 

6. The Inforn,2tion Service under the direction of I.il'.' . A. h. Lir;_dt 
informs the puclic on·the nst-c_re 2nd the plans of the D0n Suisse and on 
the relief it supplies . It also keeps the Central Office inforr.ecl. on public 
opinion . 

The relations it maintains with the different· exiE,ting 0rg2nizat·Lons 
does avwy vrith the necessity of the cr8ation of. a com1Jl:Lc.c1tr,d ud.rninistr.1tive 
machinery by the Don Suisse itself. ·_. The diffsr_-,nt SGl"Yices nov: o:x-rating 

. in Berne employ 25 workers .::md the fond- rc.:,ising de:partmc=mt employs 32 
pE..:ople . 

The Relief Services of the Don Suisse 

L Frnnce 

Different regional commi ttef:S have i:si ven assistc:nce to the people Hho 
live 2lon[:"'. the border, ~•ctin,:; as precursors of ~:h2 Don Suisse . 'l'hese ho.ve 
already done the follov,ing : 

1. The Basle Committee g2.ve lodciing in !faute Alsace to ci v:Llian 
refugees c1ose to the border . Medical supplies were distributed at Ivil.lhouse . 

2 . 'I'wo tons of povrdered milk '!rnre sent to the· children of Mars.c:;i1le . 

3. Five t ,Jns of hooks and five tons of nails h<-we be,en put at the 
disposi ti.on of the people af Maurienne by the Union Suisse de Ch,rri te 
"Cari tas II t .J repair the ro·:ifs of their hcus es . 

4. ·1 1 Oeuvre sui,sse d ' entr _, aide ouvriere (vnrkers mutu2l Did), to which 
the Don Suisse gave funds ; · has bEen able to keep j_ ts canteens operating ln 
the Berliet factories at Ly::m nhero it takes ca·c of y .::rnng pe:iplo and !:12.s 
extended its octi'vi ties to the S:Jmua fcJct~ries aid to the~ empl,)y:.,.es of the 
P . T. T. (Post, Telephone, Tdegraph Co . ) 18 tons of bod have oeen furnished 
for this purpo1::c by the D.:m Suisse, and cbthf-s lrnve bee= n distribvtcd to 
farniJ.i(,s who havC: n,) 1 ~c ~ms of 'su;Jp rt ~ ' 

S. A medi.cal mission from the Swiss Hf:d Cross hr,s been sent into 
Normandy and Brittany . Nurseries ·,rith children's.dispensaries h2vc been 
opened in the • cities of LeHavre, Caen D.nd Brest . Ench i~roup is furnished 
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with equipment which permits it to be s.elf- sufficicnt ; that is , they r:re 
given barracks , and all necessary equipment and medical suppJ.i2s . 

6. Thirty-five tuberculous French students were rccc,ived at Leysin 
by the CC'ntre d I Accueil of the internetiorn:.l university s,::mitarium. 

7. The C--:-TJ":, ~--~i.e,: ,) f the Jura region to aid the bombed out or1:,::is of Belfort 
and Monthe:.:..c 21 .'. r as sent 9 t0ns of food and medical SU.;?plies .. ,md 40 t,ms of 
apples t o two i•'r cnch Si ties, This shipment nlS') incl:;,ided building tar paper ~ 
oiled pnpe:r,etc" 

8. Twenty-five wagons of apples were sent to the city of Marseille where 
they will be distributed by the Svi'iss Hed Cross in c,•Jpcr:JtiJn ,;rith the 
Mc.rseille &uthor~_ties. 

The follo,•;:.ns operations , for which funds h.:ive 2.J.rE.2·..iy been obk,ined, 
are.now in preparation : 

➔!-1. To help thF inhabitants of Vcrcors rebuild their houses , the 
Swiss Red Cross is sending them 40 wagons full of wood , machinery with 
which to work it , and tools . Swiss mechanics v:ill go a long to help set up 
the machinery . 

➔<2 . The Bo.sle Comrr.i ttee ,.,.,-ill open canteens in H2utc- .Als2ce . 

-:03. The Union Suisse de Chari te is going to furnish the sinistres in 
the region of the MosGJ.le food, medic.·;]_ sup:)lfos , cbt;ces fmd building 
materids . Socid workers will l ook after th~· chHdren . 

. 
-:~4 . The Red Crciss will open c[mtoens on the Ri vi,.rQ_ f,Jr th,: distribu-

tion _o f milk . This vr.Lll re0ch 10,000 childnm and ·will last 3 mcinths. 

-:(-5 . The. Svdss SJci.et·y sf Qu2kcrs will send three huts to Norrr.andy 
which will be used :::s _worksh'Jps f)i' scwi.ng and cu-pen:try . 

-:!-6, The Commissi.on d I entr I c.ide et de r ec0mrt.ruction des Eglises vrill 
send 10 huts to lodge the hJrr_clcss on the La Man9ho c 1ast . 

,(-7 . The Otrnvre Suisse d I entr I aide .:iuvriorc will extE.nd th0 work begun 
at LyJn tCJ St . Etienne . 

➔08 . The C:imi te vaud,Jis d I oide au Department du ,Jura has rt.!ccj_vc::d fund s 
to .:1ssist a particularl;y badly struck ·village ~ It will a l so send barracks , 
cbthes ,md medical supplies into ,yl:,her lc:JC':!lities .· 

• 
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-:~9 . The Swiss hed Cross will send 2 huts for canteens Hh:Lch th t~y vrill 

open at Valance and LePouzin. Clothes and mediccil supplies will be distrib­
uted. 

II. Belgium 

The Swiss hed Cross ho.s installed at Merxern. (Antwerp), Kessel-100, 
Tournai, J,.nglcur (Liege) c:md St . Ghislain (Mons) dispensaries for mot:r,ers 
and children to wh,Jm 1$6 tons of food and medicd su~plies hRve been 
distributed. 

A rest at Leysin is elso planned for 50 Belgian students . 

III. Holland 

Although Ho1land is not one of the countries th2t is D. neighbor of 
Switzerland ·and although the war has mt yet left her territ,:ry, her fo'.)d 
si_tuation ·and the cultural ties which unite her with. our c ,:mntry jm,tify 
the aid which has been given her . Switzerland vrn.s, m:::reJver, the •)nly 
cmntry whJ could ~o in . 

1 , The first prD,ject was cJnceived by a cJmmittee in Bns1e. It vY2.s 
a plo.ri to send food to Rotterdam by the boat 11T::>.r.iina . 11 But the milit:lI'y 
s~ tuation prevented the realization c)f that plnn. The cargo ·)f th0 11Trunina", 
215 tons or food and medical supplies, was then Sfmt acr:iss Bcll;ium in care 
of ., the Mixe.d .Commission ;)f the International Red Cross b the liber2,ted 
part,s 0f ·,-H)lland :whEJre these supplies were distributed by the Dutch Red Cross, 

2. · The _ c~rgo "Henry Dunant" left Lisbon on J 2.nuary 26, Li45, 

It was loaded with h, .850 t:Jns 0f food which ha4 been taken frc;m the 
st~,cks of Svviss mercha,nc;i\se in·: wareh.Juses in Portugol 1Nhich c01.1ld not; at 
that time b.e transported t.J Sv'iitzerland . On boe.rd the ship there was a 
delegate o( the International lie_d Cross C'.JmI!';ittee . The "Henry Dunant " 
reached the ·Swedish ·po:rt G3tebJrg on lJ February 311d then went to the 
Dutch port Delfzijl. The distributiJn )f this f::nd to tho civilian popula­
tion of occupied -H,_illand is to be · done by Swiss people living in H::.lland . 

3. The Don Suisse bciught the 'Mixed Co1:ir;-;.ission 2670 tons of cereals 
which were iri wnrehouses in.Germany. That shipment permitted S00 , 000 
inhabitants of the cities ·) .f J:.rnsterdam c1nd hot terdarn to '.) btain f Jr 0ne m,:mth 
a supplementary bread ration of 210 grams • .. '11ir-:re , bo, the Svd.ss i.n Ifolland 

. were charged with the disf;iib·utfon . . . . 

4. Then, after the Mixed Connnission has ass·uted itself of the 
po·ssibility of shipping by train to Amsterdam, the Don Suisse wi,11 arrange 
for another shipment of 190 tons ccrn3isting :,f medical supplies from the 
American lted Crciss and of f0sd b)ught a 1;ing ·time a 6o · for Holland . 
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These supplies will be distributed by a Dutch organiz2ti·m under the c.mtrol 
of Sv,iss people in Holland and of a delegate of the International Ited Cross . 

Fund- raising by the Don Suisse 

In various v1ays , the fund- raising campni;::n .Jf the Dr:m Suisse c1ppeals to 
all classes of Swiss pe•Jple and reaches c:111 groups . A great number of 
activities were undertaken to rsc:.ch the Pf0ple :if all levels Jf s·)cicty and 
to ar·)use interest from the top to the bJttom ·::if the s·1cial scr:,lo . 

The Don du Travail (Vforkers 1 D,Jnati.Jn) c0llects the C.)ntributLms of 
the vnrkers and the employees who give 2, 5 or 10 f'r::incs deducted from 
thdr weekly salary for several weeks and for Y.:hich they get receipt- stamps . 
The Don de l 1 Econlmie approaches all l arge businesses (banks, insurance 
ccimp~mies , businesfi h::-,uses ); it is expected th2.t V1esc wil l :_rive 1% of 
their net profits ·and l~~ of their· capital. The D:m de le. carnpc::r:·ne ( C.Juntry· 
Ikmation ) v-r:i.11 be a ·gift in kind whase size will depfc.rid on the next cr0p8 . 
Als::i the D.Jns de 1 1 Artis2.nat ct du C·::immE:rce de Detail (D.Jnation of the 
Craftsmen and retail business men ) will be in kind rather th2n in m·JI1ey . 
The Don des Arts ( Donc:tion of thG i,rts) will 62thcr _ t.,Jgether -the works ::if 
Jur artists , books with c-.uthors I inscriptions end manuscripts which 1'rill 
prDbably be put in a lottery ~ The Don des 3000 ·ctmmunos (D .. mation of the 
'3000 communes) and· the Don des 25 Cant'.,ns (D:mation J.f -the 25 cantons ) will 
incl ude the subscriptions voted' by the D'\..1thJritfos :,f the cant·:ms and the 
communes . In the schools they will ccillect the DJn- de 12 Jeum:sse (Young 
Peoples ' Donation) ; a small bJciklet will !:'ive information ,m the ser':ices 
rendered by each pup:i.l ~ The yc:iung peJple 'will ali:n aid in the sesle_ ·Jf 
be.dgcs . The D-:m des Societes requests that [:;_ collGcti'Jn box be placed in 
the ::iffices and that p2rties be 2rranged fJr the ben(;fit of the Don Suisse . 
/'. Don Suisse abroad is also planned . The P .T . T. (Post, Telephone , Tele0raph 
C•:,:) have issued stamps fJr the victims of war , purchase Jf ·v'rhich will ccn-

- stitute the Don des PhHatel istes . On the 3rd and 4th Jf ,March there vdll 
tJe ~ c0untr"y- 1vide sale o·f badges . The Action des B:iles de Lait JL the Swiss 
Red Cross(Milk · Fund f::ir Ch1.ldren) -planned f-:Jr next l/l.ay will this year be 
dev:,ted t·::i th1c D:,n Suisse . A Pray8r Service t-, be held on 1-,rmistice Day 
i::; being arranged . The blue contr:i.butiJn sheE:t will brinz in large dona­
tions inspired b;z_ the re.sdinc3: of ·mr pamphlet to which it is attached and 
a speci_al lette,r urges the 1:1ost affluent Swiss pecii)le t'J particj_pc1tc in 
the Don Suisse' by making large c,;ntrihGtions . 

The Documentat'i,)n i:iervice of the D.:m Sui:sse would be gr2td'ul if 
people returning fr,Jra abr')ad 1v-:iuld kindly get in t'JUCh with it and ;;ive j_t 
inf~Jrmc1ti0n on conditions in_ c:;untries thr,,uzh which thE-y hc::vc tr2velled . 
The D1cumentation ServiCe is o.t Lm1penstr:_,i•se 9, BE:rne . Tel . 2, 74, 14 . 

➔,We ask you please nJt to speak of these 'activities since they h2.ve not 
yet been annJunced tJ the press . 

. . 



Ref : A?J/24 iRO LONDON 

29 December, 1944 

For the attention of Mr , Lacy 

Dear Mr , Lacy, 

I enclose a copy of a memorandum from Mr , Royall Tyler 

in Berne and extracts from the paper which was enclosed with 

that memorandllI!l ! 

I have asked Mr . Tyler to send you a copy of the whole 

r.1essage direct , 

DIRECTOR GENEPJ~L 
Ul'JRRA 
WASHIEGTON 

Yours sincerely, 

FOR THE EUROPEAN REGIONAL OFFICE 

(sgd) A. E. L~ PAPJiJIS 

Office Secretariat Section 
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c/o American Legation 
Berne, December 4, 1944 

To: lJNRIUI. , European Regional Office, London 

From: R. Tyler, UNRRA Repres:entative, Berne 

I enclose herewith a copy of a message from the Federal 
Council to the Federal Assembly concerning the DON SUI SSE 
(Wetter Committee) , a passage of which refers to lJNHRA, 

It is anticipated that the vote of the Swiss Parliament 
approving the i)roposed contribution of sw. F'rs. 100 million for 
post-war relief purposes will take place withil'l a few days, and 
that the national subscription will be undertaken., 

Dr, Rodolfo Oliati, who visited the UNRRA Officers in 
London some time ago, has just accepted a post in liaison with 
the ifotter Corm,d. ttee, in which, while preserving a certain 
degree of independance, he should be able to secure coordination 
between the netter Comrnittee and various private organizations , 
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EXTRACT 

,. ' . 
,i.,,-.,.1• 

~ '. ,' 

, · :. f;' ,l . ;,','; 

: .. , ,i 
·· • ·: "· .... 

·.··l'.i.'. 
t~ . r , ·, -

'., :.· ,,,·. 

Iles sage of the Feder,al,:Cou.ncil to the Federal Asaerilblji-1 :ch.hc~f-ntm; the 
Swiss Donatien (Wc.tt.er Commi'tteer for the -·Victiins' of'. ,We,r~ .... •'. 

' ' \. ,' . . . : -. . '. •, .. ~ ..... ' 
~· '\ ; : ; ' t. ; ' . 

• • • > :, i';' ,1 ··.' ~- ; 

Our people have followed -in tho newspapc:r&s 'tfie croa't~on _'a,i;:i,d ·organiza­
tion of the nunitod Natiorfs,- Relief and Rehabi;l;i.tat•ion·Acin,iinispration.,u 
known by its initia:J,$.i as •tHJNRRA,tt .t · , .. _' -'' ·. 

( l ~\· _. - , ' . , .. '_, . ·' . ~: . ~ ·; 

It is a greatt, :underti:iking whose purpose is 'tc/ass:i'.Jt those countries 
afflicted by war wi~hf'ood; medical suppliGs, clothing, agricultural and 
industrial machinery, and the raw materials needed to rebuild what was des­
troyed. Eoreovcr., it will assure the return to'._the!ir homes of the people 
who were deported, the prisoners of war, the r efugees, etc . 

By means of a floating ·;aaapital of $2,500,000,000 UNRRA propo~es to 
obtain tho necessary supplies in the countries which have thET.1 and to dis­
tribute these equitably. According to the scale of contributions adopted) 
each nember 5overnment contributes in principle an a.mount equal to 1 per­
cent of its national income,11 The United States alone has underwritten 
$1,350,00010001 or more thap half the financing of the whole undertaking, 
As for Great Britain, her share is ·~ 80,000,000. For example, Switzer­
land's contribution would be about 80 to 100 million francs. 

UNRRl~ intends to go into those countries needing relief as soon as 
the Allied Lilitary J..uthorities have withdrawn. She will avail herself of 
the services of tho existing organizations in each country. As to the reM 
patriation of displaced persons, close collaboration has been planned with 
organizations such us the International Red Cross and the Intergovernmental 
Comnittee on Refugees which was created by the Brian Conference in 1938-. 

UNRRJ.. is composed of 44 nations:; signatories of its charter adopted 
at Washington, 9 November, 1943, Since that date this gigantic enterprise 
has taken its first steps. It has created vast refugee camps in the Near 
East and in North Africa. :;ore recently; if our information is correct; 
it has undertaken relief operations in those European regions into which 
the United Nations armies have just entered. 

Switzerland, in accordance with her traditions and permanent policy 
of neutrality,when contributing within the lir.lits of her oeans to the vic­
tims of war, should follow her own way, 

Within UNRRl.. it is perfectly understood that the Swiss Confederation 
cannot, during the war, envisage joining an association of goverments of 
one of the belligerent groups, But it has been necessary for our authori­
ties to be as well inforDed as possible about ll-Jl:UU~ and their independant 
position certainly did not prohibit them fron :r.,a.intaining with UNRRA de facto 
relat:i.ons, establishing unofficial contacts with her and even anticipating; 
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if th,e c.r.se arises, Swiss participation in a particular relief activity 
., . ,'. ci'een1.:if\:9mpa:t,iblc t:4 th' .o~' pnnciple s arnl;-6ur :: means ~ .1 An.iun~fficial repre-

• 

1 

'. :·''. . • $el'1ta'ti ve Sf•.'. UN}1f!j:ff·:, l;i-1.th ;the. privilegD'$''. ancf>i_rhr,:iinHi~s '.&1 a/chief of a 
, l . ,; a:Lpi;'JiJi.iitic rnfifsi:)1/~1?-i:'thcfofor'o rcc'61-<i0tf'ih Siintz'ci'l~ncf~ ·:Besides , Switzer­

: :lrlhd_ ~vai;t\~c1I'iwr~t11:: J{. thd.·.:ipp"ortUhi ty ''which ood•. t£ctr' 'cxt(¢ndcd to her of 
; i:id{.ng·•. J;'Z:p~cs-cirlt_ccl · a-tf the Sc66nr~,; Plc'nat"y •S·cr{iion-' cif ~he ' Council of UNRRA at 

i ~:·: . }ll◊ntr'c.:,,l _ tast': S{~pt\ti~.OGt' by: D.W lt ofi'ic'ial 'ob's·crvc+. fr/ ' '.Finally\ the Federal 
T,.,: c[,ili+c:'iY'hhs'1:in' r;o'· {·to.y ¢xciud~_d, :the! po'ss:tbi'ii ty:,·. oven tho jisefulness, at a 

- ,. ,~ '.·' gfven ttr"e· ·of c'sto.bJ,:i.shing. 6fos0r tids· with tri!rn.Rk.:: · ...... 
-J_1 J:' >: .:~. • ... n:: ··-.,~:" .. ' ::.r·:'.l'i ;) [•.- · -~ ·- ~~i· -i:- ;- .~ ~,; -.~.: ~~~ -i;:··.,:·1~:;:.: :i··~.,;:. ·;rr.t 

•f'•.: 

,, '_: ' : <'thf ,~i~w::ts'~ Docil·t:r::m f o'r Vi'ctims o'f War'~:,;~Dqt'/'sv1-sso)-''vA11 give our 
')[. ? 1

' p'oopfc :tht/' bpp(ifltrnity_ \Jf mahifcsting! 'tlfo ~:i.trui~tic ·sentJin-ents they so 
'; :· '.'i11·'ol6u.11ctiy '.'.'f_ce1.·I 1i;/0ty s;.viss; :yoµng, or'j 01a:;·; r:i.9h Or' poor·;should be able 

.. ,.· , :t·o''' (3t1t:l.sfi'irl.s'·:~rei.\'t·': urge t o ·Be' ass 'Jciate'd'; vrith' s·bm~;'unct0r'· thk ing through 

... wl.1:i.6t{'hc' Cc:.h, c,lis<;:fylrg'e' his m,fa1 o1;ilig~tior? t 'byro.rd's his ·t,~.gically suffer-
. . / Jnrfj~~:~ghb~J~~i:<'.\~ ·_, '. • '_ , L :/ · 'i. . ! _,,/·· ·: ,' :i .-,·;•_: '~ ·._,. .' •: • ·.; · ,\' .. \ 

f· - ., ··; . ,, ,. ,. - .·' . " . ; . • ' . . . .. ' , ,. • .•. , , , 
· i , .. , ... 'The 'prcpattit oty ,vork trhich has· been: accor.1pli$hed discr-eetly and pa-
' . ti 6i1tly hns'j't1ondcd' to . kicp . the 11Svriss . Dona '\;:1.on'1r'ot' the Victlns o.f ·.-var'' 

·i'roo b:~3coi:1i'nE( a·: ;stht,c ;m·1½?p0ly s'o thiit ~r:i.ita~'c'.'.'iii.iiia:t:ivc~'vrQuld not be 
·, ) ,,.,,,,., discokat8Cftor the bc,11c.fit ')f a pur6ly )f:fi·b:t~lmachinciry.:'.,:: On the con­

trary the c:csircd obj cct was to find the r:1e~rts' ' jf fusing/ i11. their own in­
. tcrcst, tht;; innur.w:rablc good intentions and . to f:j.nd the proper r.18thod of 

·:: . ):' r e~,l,lzir1g'~+X1cim· •. : Hi{ri½g bctm kinc;l en:iuefr to o.gr·ee ;t o :direct, and inspire 
. ··:,; ';tn:ts~•v;lbl6'',b'.Llt'':~t:i.f:fttfilt'ta'sk, Mr . E. w&tter/£01in:oi F\:::9-~rat CcmnciTI.or, 
,;\,.' ·' u:hg.ctt,~':)k}\/;' 1h~\'~ce h· s '.cr i•c~ ··or st·uc1.ics and ·½bi d ;d, s·erfc'S''6f consultati-'ns • 
. · ·;: _'-·; ,~.e ),6curcct t?c( t·7~'lpe:r-B:t,fSn Sf ptivi t ·~; ~,rganiztt ttoj,is , ~d.pabi e: 9f taking 
::·:,·:.<°,:,·arti:ve.,Jiar~ ~h. rcli9f, ,Yi )rk _as well a~ the · SUjJJOt;t ,?f: f~P:rcs~:ntatives. of 

. ·•· J/t~~fn?~f c.• ,fncn)1e _appec:-l c?-, to _ c •:x1petcpt fcdtr~1-~agtJ~QJ.es i tp;;make. an in­
vontor;/, " i'n".:1 . c :')':l:r\ .. :inatod ·D._:.,per, · :)f the r~9ourccs- in fcroq ·supplies; 

:··,:·f+?,;the'f, : sh;:yii 9:po.: · O~\lCT _bel s~c . nc.:c(!ss~ tie~. w}i.icp ~,o:night, 1:ill.vc nvailable. 
· Tni·s su:rv(;y :, ···· b.s ·well ' us · th'c iJlans o.lrctc.y· m,.::c'.c · by· private enterprise , has 

. _nade,, it,,lYJSf3iqlc t:) say ,th.:;:i.t if . we c , ntinuc t 7 br;: sp2.rcc. fr.!i.1 t :-:c ·rro.r ::md 
r. ··' •. lt~our ,,sl/-pply : sJ~,1;1htt:2n:. ctio's .• r1ok get -J;.:i,J.,; ~aq, vt~::Yf~i; be , ab+e t o undertake 
•. · _a., great · vnridty ixf tasks ; .Jn the c.-'Jnc1.itSon, ot CO\lr$e, ·tm t vrn have the 

;,,pro.ctibl 't1>,.ni ' t o,cl~ u·~" ', •' .. ~- ;_,: : . · F 
.\, 1 ~ •~ "',~ ~.• i. f; .'., ; I : .\ -. ~ ,. •' j • 

°;'/''.\~0 s-Jie '. i~; •;Sv1i'.:t~ ~rlahfr; nurf,'.:-~,j~f pti"':ratt; ~,ns.tituti 'Jri.s :,~nd associati:ms 
. whicl} a:).r,~~4y'-{k,."i.V,/Jn}~i~_ +,nr·, ahdin sur.\8 ca_~es'·:cvei:r .bqforc it, as well as 
· <;lu:rlpg and.· aitox t;1e: laf3t w9rld :wnr , _ci'_r:rie? .. )\J.t _huri_l_:\hi~a::r:ic).n tasks in our 
';owp~l .and o.n~ Jr;: f ot.~i:;n CJ\lfli;,~~cs; as o.· rule , /fo·:bc 'su:Pc.J ,. ~~ ncighb Jr-
int' q':Ji,iptric:i~: out 'f1~J. 'smuo_tirjt'es far. f .r om'. ~)~ own border~.. ii.11 these oper­
!i.ti,Jns · sn:.5ulcl 'be' dv\r0l opca ai:1d · carried ::mt n.'hd it·. is important that tho ex­
pe°ri0r1;6d per':~·ftinnd ;7ihich: d,8VO.tcd i'tscif tb :this w0rk in n 'purely phj_lan-

:). ;'l;hf·jpj_~·: ~iii{t. ·slnul'd b(; '¥~ell 1Srovic~ec( with t'h& _·nece'ssnry resJurces both in 
· k1nd : ~n_ •.. a in nopey·, · ' ·. : i_' .·, •. . , . . , . . r 

.. · .~ .,. 

-. . ThG ~.el_:j.,of __ p~ _i'j q;'t9 in VEW cannot bb •fixod'· :Ln' ad'V':tne'b' nor can rigid 
bl1,1~i Pfi~t.~ ~fld ~/ot-7~'.r;-{~ be l aid: Sut ~ But , ,:ih · :f,b.e :other· fo.1.'nd, we nu.st be 

•·· • · ·•······ '•,·· ~,i •. ,- •.J '• . I~-,~; t :·: , •· 1_;; 

,~ i . •. . ~ i .I .• : , _: ~ 
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ready to go into action promptly for it is by its speed more than by its 
volume that our assistance can be effective. It will be the responsibili­
ty of competent agencies, when the time has come, to determine the relief 
operations; by taking into account the 'degree of urgency and the priority 
of needs. Bu even now we can already have some idea of the type of help . 
we c~n · giye and ; therefore we should prepare for it• · To cite only a .few . 
eJCp.IDples ;_ , :t.hcre 1vill b~ tasks in connoctio~ with· the repatriation of the 
refuge.es_ ar:!d the internees in Switzerland; ·the _ care of those who ~re be- .· 

. ing seqt la cross otu; land; . ·control of . epidemics with tho help of quali,fied 
ho~l th 1ID.:i,. ts; as sistanco of the war wounded,; · hospitalization of thG ill, · 
e~pec.ially the _: t'l).berculous in out' ow~ ·cou!'l-try,; distributiqn of concont:ra7_ 
tcd ,rf oods, mi?diq,a1 .supplie's. and • supplie$ for 1'other· ba·sic necd·s in ·· d.ev:ast~ 
ated +ocaliti'.CS':; . the establi~~ent of barracks fo:r the homeles·s; the. 'or~ .; ·· 
ganization of canteen, to £eed thos,e who, · due to1 ·destruction by trte war, · · : 
have no way of prepar:i,ng their own food,; Fira,lly, we can foresee ,that the 
r0ceiy;i.ng of G);hildr'pn . into . 01fr. homes/ a , service . so' populi9,r in our countrr, . 
can be taken -~ver :oh a vast scale, without · detracting from thp aid that . . 
would: be gi vc_p_; on ;the spot to: those who could not tie brough;t• ·to our country, 
'l'hu~:.t w.hen conorcte tasks :prcs·ent thans·e~vcs , those v1ho are_·· prepar.ed for .. 
th_9J!l will ~g . a.ble. tp ac.t effectively and! generously , if they have the . nec-
essary resources. • 

. .. In this ·respect., the Federal counci1·:has estimated that as far as it . 
is cono~rned tho :_ Con.federation should contr:i:bute up to 100 million francs, . ·:, 
in kind. or ;in cash to- the fund to which the Swiss p§?ople, the Cantons, th~ · 
communcs ._and m;i.ti ::n;~.nl business entGrpriscs will make voluntary contribu-­
tig.ns_. ,: .. It · hq9 decided to ask for such an allocation by submitting a bill .. 
to Parliar(tent •• _ As i .t did not wish to wait for the official approv2.l of .the , 
"Swiss Dorio.tion." (Don :Suisse):jin order to mitigate much suffering as a re~ · 
sult qf t,e::cent military. operatiQns which rave taken place near ~ur borders;, . 
the )!',ade-ra.l _tCounc.il advanced immediately' o: credit of 10 million francs. · 

):n sp,itG of the exc.eptionally high amount the Confederation expects 
to cm;i.triqµ.te,:: the 11Svdss Donation", D.8' explained o.bovc, will not b.e a . 
governmeI\to.l: act)l i:m. The coordinating and t.he· financing of the operation 
must not, · thercfpre, devolve upon the authorities, federal or cantonal, 
but on· a? organization sui goncris, acting ·undcr the auspices of the QQ!t: 
federation. This organization will comprise., first of all, a "National 
Cornnuttee o.f the Swiss Donation for Vict:uns· of War" (Comito na.ti::mal du 
Don·· suissc . pou1~ i~s victµnos de.•.io. guorrc) whos·e composition, as reprem:nt­
ative as· poss:i'ble, will be submitted t ..) the Federal C0uncil for · approval, · 
A smaller executive c.Jmmission will carry on tho daily work. It will be ·1 

compos~d o;f' Gxperts who . have been ass·Jciated in the preparatory studi(;!s and 
of a certain r,i.umber of members .of the large'.: committce• Sub-committees will 
be set up ~ith :a .mq.ximum of authority . : ~~e- will be responsible for the 
collection of money 1;J.nd the publicity which~preoedes it nnd is a part of 
it• another,- wi i;,h the gathering and allocation -of relief supplies and ser­
vi~es • and still a-nother with tho general supervision over their distribu-

, ' . . ' . . 
tiori 11 · In order . to_ av9_id the creation · i'f special machinery and the over- . 
head 9,onnectep. with i:t,, the funds will b0 administe:red by the Federal Depart- . 
ment of Finance and Customs. 

' ' I ~ J ' 



(Draft) Federal Decree 

Concerning 

the Contribution of the Confcdcrati:m to the 11Swiss Domtion 

for the Victi..11s of War. 11 

THE FEDERbL ASSIDv1BLY OF THE SirISS CONFEDERATION tc.king n0te of the message 
of the Feder:i.l Council of 1 December 1944f 

docrees1 

Article I 

The Confederation participates in the work of relieving the suffering 
engendered in f •Jroign c::rnntrios through the war by granting to the "Swiss 
Donation for the Victims of vYar" a contribution which might be raised to 
100 million francs . 

The relief activities financed by the 11Swiss Done.ti.on" are placed un-,, 
dor the auspices of the Federal Council. 

Article II 

For this purpose there shall be created a National 
ttSwiss Donation for the Victims of War" and an.,_~xecutive 
conpositicm of these bodies shall be subject tb7~pproval 
Council which designates the president. 

Article III 

Comn.ittee on the 
cor.:unission, The 
of the Federal 

The executive conmission issues the directives for the use of funds 
a.cquircd by the llSwiss Donation" a.nd reports periodically t'J the Federal 
C.:mncil -:in its activities. The Executive. Commission is responsible f or the 
I!lan.::i.gement of the 11Swiss Donation"•· 

The bureau cho.rged with carrying on the daily business will act ac­
cording t ·) the decisi::ms of the executive commission.· 

h.rticle IV 

The contribution of the Confc,deration and the gifts collected are ad.-. 
ministered by the Dcpo.rtmcnt Jf Finance.- Thh annual r;i.ccounts are subject 
to the approval ~f the Fcder~l council. 

Article V 

The present decree, which is not subj ect to rcferendui::, will go into 
effect the 



D O N S U I S S E March, 19th 1945 . 

Statement on tho DON SUISSE 

by Rodolfo OlgiJ.ti 

Switzerland, concEmtrat,sd on her defence, has ha.ct to live in these past years in 
abnost complete isolation . Only few people could realise tho cond.i tions of life 
existing in tho countries at rrar, as our frontiers wGro horractically sealod. 
When tho bordering parts of Fr3.nce Yrcre opened and frontier relations vmre resumed, 
a larger nurr,b.:.;r of people got to know the r.:isery in the dev::tstakd regions , In 
the SU.';lf;1cr of 1944, all 3.long tho F'r0nch bordor, tho French speaking Swiss Til,re 
collecting money and material to be sent to the assistance of our suffering 
neighbours . 

You m.iGht h:LVo hoard of tl10 s:c,ontanc:ous hulp gi von to the vi1la68s of St . 
after its destruction by rcp1-·isal moasur.Js taken by the occupying power . 
small local committ8es working· of their ovm accord, quickly expressed the 
of our people to help . They vrorc the for-runners of thr:, Don Su.i.sse . 

Gingolph 
Tho 
will 

Tho Don S~d_sse is not a n8Yl dcpar,turo in Swiss hu,t1anitarb.n -,,:ork . It tri...:.s to 
continue vrL th no2.·c import::~nt financi.::.l illO:cr1s thf, vrork already J.ccomplishcd by 
various humanitJ.rio.n orgo.nisations, such ,'.:1.S the.; Swiss Hect Cross, tho Childron 1s 
Relief ;iork, or the Swiss N:itionc.l Labour Union Relief Comrni tt"'o, otc . 

As a first contribution to tnc Don Suisse, both thu Federal AsJ8mbloos voted on 
tho 13th of Dec-.:rnbor 1944 un:mimously a contribution of tho swiss ConfedorJ.tion 
of 100 million Fr.::cncs . On tho other hand, the vrholo people are now gi von an 
opportunity to contribute ciiroctly to the Don Suisso . Thus they co.n sllo,·1 thi.1 t 
thi:::; institution is th8ir Oi'/Yl nffair . This big collGction b8g.:l.n in tho last 
week of F'-'brm.ry .::md .rill last u::.1til tho bcgin:n.ing of Li,:iy . 

There -;rill bo :i. collection amongst tho ,;orksrs in colhbor;:i.tion ri th tho Trad0 
Unions 9 St:i.mps will bo sold in all industries . The stamps, of a value of 2 to 
10 Francs, vrill be afixed in a booklet which constitutes a r0al saving account 
of tho ~v'iss workers in favour of their foruign colleo.f:;uus . Thorc is a col­
lection ai:10ngst b:,nking; insurance and iml.ustrial circlrn . Tho poas.'lnts will 
have an oppcrtunity to offer, during n0xt autu"!ln, socds, life stock, or agri­
cult,llral instruments . Already -::. fD.rr..er told t.hu Don ..:iuiss,J th:.1.t ho would give 
his b0st 5 years old cov:, which ho ,d.shos to b8 sont to a dcvastat,.,d village 
in Alsacia . Our artists are sending thoir p:i.cturus , our v1ri tcrs 2nd publishers 
.:1r0 giving books . Our many clubs arc orc::misin,3 lectures, sport mc.,ctings J.nd 
concerts in favour of the Don Suisso, if thoy arc not pr0fcrring to hand over a 
part of their c:i.pit2.l. Thero will be o. special o.ppeal to the childr,:m too . Tho 
22 Svriss Cantons and. tho 3000 S·irl:3s Communes ,rhich, ':,ith a f,.:;vr tragic exceptions, 
have escapud tho destructions of vr3.r, ·,fill contributC: out of their funds , 
Already v::trious cantons and towns have voted spoci.J.l cr::.;dits . Tl1c Post Office 
has put on sJ.le speci:J.l stamps . A fortnight o.go, tho so.le of special signets 
has ro2ched r0cord figur...,s . Furthermore, evcr~r citizen has :m opportunity to 
contribute to the Don i:31...issG . i'f0 do not yet knoY, how many ;:;d.llions of Francs 
this collection will amount to , but WG hopo ·i:,ln t the contrioution of tho Sto.to 
will be considerably incruasocl by the contribution of tho people H.ho have under­
stood that the Swiss cannot shut their eyes to the hardships o.f the devastated 
countries . By o. voluntary sacrifice , ne '!/O.nt to lessen tho difference in tho 
st::rndard of life bctnecn the victir~s of war o..nd oursclven . 

As rogar9-s to the org2.n:i.sation of tho Don Suiss"', WfJ have to follow tho principle 
of our State, 11hich is foder2..listic . Thero.fore we are refraining fron building 
up a big centralised organisation -,,hich Tm.nts to do 3.ll th'-' vYork i tGolf . Tho 
Don Suisse never trit::s to acquire a monopoly of hunanit.arian -,;ork . It is founded, 
on the contrary, iii th tho object of aiding private initi 1.tivo .::md to further tho 
activities of E:Jd.sting organisations by gr3.nts of credit . It tries to co- · 
ordinate . It E:.xand.nos thG nesd of the civil populations in various rGp,ions and 
delivers to the private org;.misations the necessary goods . They arc bought 
through the difforont sections of v-rar economy ,:i.t pric8s covering cost of pro­
duction, but not allowing for profits. It works in close connection ,vi th the 
institutions of the InternJ.tional Rod Cross . 



- 2 -

The usG of existing organisations enaoles thE.: Don Suisse to do its nork so far 
ui th e. minimum of personnel. Tho central office in Berne employs ·21 persons. 

During the w:J.r, the Don Suisse cannot, for reasons of noutr::i.lity, become a 
mornpcr of tho UNHRA, but in order to prcv0nt compdition with tho big humani­
tarian organisation of the United N::.i.tions, it maint3.ins contact with tho un­
official roprescmtative of UNRilA in Switzerland. This contact mit;ht become 
closer, when necessity sho1.:ld arise . 

The 100 r:iillions so far at the disposal of the Don Suisse seern considcr::i.bh.: to 
the Swiss (they a.mount to about¢ 6 per hoad), but we .J.ro avare of their boing 
very nod&st in reb.tion to the miscrv of the countries ::i.t .,'.lr . In ordc:r to m::i.ke 
o~· hcip 2.s ra.tional :md as efficient ::i.s possible, ·,ro h:wo to lim.it~1.to our fask. 
The Don Suisse has given itself four principles to gu.i.dc its activity: 

1.- To give firGt aid . For rvasons of our gcogr3.phical position, S-,ritzcrland 
might in cort'lin limi kd casos be :::.blo to bridge tho space lying botwei::m thE- end 
of hostili tios j_n ccrtt.in p:i.rts of Europe and the arrival of inport:::; from cvor 
sens . Y10 concentrJ.to on regions delivered from the war, as it would be of no 
avail to send goods to to·,ms v:hich _ might be bombarded ,.ri thin the next 24 hour3. 

2 ,- ThG roEof of the Don .3uisse shbi;.ld benefit, in tho first instance, our 
. ' 

neighbol1ring countrios . 

' J .- Roli'.ef should bo gr:mt.__,d to those countries to which v10 feel uni t:.:d by 
spocio.lly close historical and cultural relations . 

4.- Tho :)rinciple of justice must guide all actions of h8lp·. 
religious points of vie.:, must not influenc(; th..J d:Lstributio.::1 . 
gi vcn vrhorc it is r1ost ncodod . 

Poli tic2l or 
The help ¼"ill be 

It follows from those principles, that no cotuitry is excluded from the ·activity 
of the .Gen Suisse at first sigl1t, c1lthough tho distance sc~xm::ting s~,"itzcrland 
from countri~s liklJ Noraay for insta.nc0, ·,r.i.11 only .J.llc·.: the s-::mding of v,--;ry 
highl;'/ qualified goods, such as m(.;di c:tl ,t)roducts . It oqmlly follows that the 
help to scvoral countries is not yet po3siblc for the Don Suisse . 

While the progr.'.l.lnrn0 of UNFtF.J\. projects r0liof as WGll ·".s rchabili b.tion, tho Don 
Suisse conc-.:.ntr.:i.tcs on the task of saving as m;:i.ny civilian"' :.::.s possj:blc; from 
hunger, .cold 3.nd epidemics . It hopc.:s to enaol.:; by its hcl_1 .'.l c..,rt:,.in numb.::.r of 
men to t::i.kc up 3.bain constructive work and :.1lso to ~1id childr,-;n in gro,rj_ng up 
::i.s hoc.l thy, normal ci tizons . The Don Suisse ~r:::.s originall;y concci ved ::s ,:.m 
institution of post ·1,2.r relief, but '.llroady :::ftor the ;Lib.Jration of Fr:inc.__, tho 
Swiss people thcrasolvos claimed for iL11r.odiato o.ction . Following 1Jublic opinion, 
the Don Suisse has alrvady r0:.1lis.::d a ccrt:.iin nunbcr of rc.1icf actions, not­
withst.:mding tho difficul tics arising from our prcsGnt .:iliJ.,cntary situation ::ind 
th1J disorg'lnis:i.tion of tho tr.::msport s;tstC;m in Europ<-- . So far, tro.nsport 
facili tios lnvo been org::misod thilnks to the e::qxJrionco and h1:;.,lp vf the 11 Comraission 
I.:ixtG 11 of the International Rod Cruss , The negotiations with foreign govern-
ments woro succ(.ssfully conducted by tho International Co:rirlitt..::c of the Fwd ·cross . 

Tho rolivf the Don Suisse co.n SU.cJ Jly, 1.dll E:i th, .. cr consist of deli very of ali­
mcmtary 3.nd industri'.ll products, or of as.sistanco given by S-:,iss medical r.J.:i.ssions 
and by teams of social ,'.'..nd tGchnj_cal workers . Hospitalisation i,t1 Srritzorland 

·v1ill finally form a specially Swiss fon:i of relief , in ~vhich the Swiss Red Cross 
has alr0ady gained considerable oxperienco through the r,:coption in our country 
of more than 50,000 children, mostly from France, during this ,mr .. 

'.!;'ho 1rrJst important actions of relief so far r;)nlis<3d 2.rc the follo;ling : 

HOLLAND . A small and brav0 country, Holland ~njoys very strong sympathies in 
Swi tzcrlnnd. This fact J.S "roll s.s thG tragedy 0f Dutch con di tlons h, .. vc conpell ed 
the :Con Suisse to start ·r1ork in the iletherl3nds, o.lthough the biggest p.:i.rt of its 
territory is still 2 theatre of wir . 

2,50 tons of food :.md mt,;dicine hnvc becm sent via Fro.nee:; ::md Belgium into 
liberated Hollnnd . 
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The Intern.a tiorial Red Cro,'3s steamer Honry "Dunant s::ciled on the 25th of J::munry 
f:r;-om Lisbon. She ,ms loaded with 4 , 850 :tons· of fo0d provided by the Don Suj_sso 
from our stores in thE: Iberian peninsula for the civil Dutch population of 
occupied Holland; .and 150 tons providGd by the Cann.dian Red Cross for British 
prisoners of war irt Holland . After a rather adventurous journuy, the "Henry 
Dun.:mt 11• reached on the 11th of February tho Swedish port of G~\teborg which she 
left on th8 28th ; Shu ho.snow .reached on the 8th of Harch Dolfzijl in occupied 
Holland. 

The Don Suisse h:.1.s bought 2,670 tons of cereals vrhich vmr o stored ,;,,s property of 
tho 11Comrnission j\ixte 11 of tho Internationill Red Cross in Gor:ncmy. The 11 Conm,ission 
Mixte 11 had originally dJstined those cereals to tho distribution in occupied 
Belgiu,1 . But th8y arrived in Germ.::my from tho Balk:ms only after the liboro.tion 
of this country . This transport assur8s to h::lf a million inhabitants of 
Amsterdam and Rotterdam an additiom.l di.lily brGa.d ration of 210 grs for 3 months . 
In this case, as well J.S in that of tho 11 Henry Dunant 11, thG clistribl,tion to the 
civil populaticm of occupied Holland is controlled by a delcgat0 of tho Int(:r­
national C01:ir.ittGe of the Rod Cross, and by S',rlss citizens residing in Holl::md, 

FRANCE . Fin:cmc0d by the· Den .Su.iss0, a socL.1.l-medical rnissicn of the S·,-,iss Red 
Cross h'.3.s b(.,cn sont to Normandy J...'1d Bri tanny. It ostablishod in Caon, Le Havre 
and. Brc..st nurseries :rnd policlinics . Each toan is equipped with the necessary 
baracks ·rnd compl0te furni turo, including everything fron a toYrell doTm to a 
spoon . The modic.:i.l products required arc E:qu<1lly sont froi,l Srr.i. tzcrland . 

A crodi t :.Jf tho Don Suisse ha-s enabled the Swiss N:i.ticn:il Lo.bour Union Relief 
Cor;un.i. ttce to continue its work in Lyons ar:1ongst thl1 underfed o.doJ.oscent workers 
of various industries . Tl:.u Don Sua1.sse sent 18 tons •)f fo'.xl nnd clotbcs . 

9 terns of food ::..nd nodic::i.l products, as null o.s l-1-O tons of J.Pi.JfOS h3.vc bo"'n sent 
to Belfort and r.Iontbeliard . Tho tvro to-,rns ::1.ro r0c0iving also roofing felt, oil 
p2.per , · o tc . in oirdor to repair buildings . 

25 wagons of J.~.:.iplcs were sent to Harsoillo, 10 wo.gons of o.p£)J.cs to Lyons . 

Anongst tho snallor ac-ti·.:.ns we should like to .i:JO:Lnt cut th0 follordng : Tlie 
inhabitants of the valh.:y of th(; 11:.1.urienne h'.ld su..fforcd severely from irregular 
2..s vroll ::i..s from rer:;ul:.1r ,;;;.rfo.ro . 'l'no hous,;;s were burnt, but th0 stone Ynlls v-mre 
still st.:rnding . The mountiain p0asants disposod of '..'.ll r:nte:rial noccssc1.ry for 
repair, only a sr.nll thing 1,ro.s mi3sing - m.ils :_md hocks for a tt2ching thJ slates . 
Those could not be' obt.J.inc~d in th0 vrholo Dcp::trtnH.:,nt ~f Savoy! Throu6h D. Svviss 
catholic o:t'g::rnis.::.tion, the Don .:3uisse sent 5 tons cf hooks 0md. 5 tons of nails , 
and construction could begin . 

Relief :cctions ::tre in pr.__p-ir,tion for th0 .l.Jopartmont cf Jura, Alsaci'.l '.,.nd i<osolle . 

A first stop in hospi talj_s,'!.tion h:i.s bcon started ..-:ith ths reception of 35 Fronch 
students in Loysin . 

- BIBLGim~. Social modi cal missions h:ivo been sent tc Anvers, Tournai, Lio go o.nd 
r~ons . They org;inise poll clinics for noth"'rs, children ::md ci.cl.olosc-:..nts, to which 
156 tons of food 2nd rn ... dic.:,l products ar0 being distributGd! 

Altogether, the Don Sl1isso has so fc.r st.:nt 8,550 tons of gc,ods to tho throe 
countrios ~nd spent in various roli<.,f acti::ns o. total of 7 ,,2OOJooo Francs . In 
all casos, the Don Suisse h::i.s 'Norkod in closo con t::.ct with foreign local 
hw.K.mi tarian 0rg:misat.ions • 

I. 
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ThG S1.,iss poo.)lG ::trc enti tL.:d. t:i knov, ho:t the purch'.lscs of tlle "Don Suisse 11 

:i.ro r:n.do . 

It ho.s bucn ::i.ccu_iJtcd ;ts ::m ini ti.J.l rule trnt the funds ::if tho !'Den Suissc 11 

sho.uld scrvu for rcli~f in coi::codities, J.nd th:-.t no c:.::.sh should be pJ.id . The 
Swiss 1YJO}Jlc .'.lre :mx:ious to give to li,'.lr victims - beyond the cssentio.l food -
mostly the pr0ctucts cf tl1oir work, ".:hich is undcrstandJ.blo . 

Tho 11 Dcn Suisse" o.cts in t'.YO vncys: it nay carry out 2. proposed n.licf 
proj•.jct dirE:.;ctly, er it nic..y 0ntrust it to a roliJ.ble or6J.nizJ.tion, in which c1.sc 
it Jil-'.lY give. some fin:1ncial ;:,.id . 

ThL v:irious sections of th2 11 Dcn Suisse" C.YJJ.rr.inc r'-'quc.:sts fc-r funds from 
all o.sp0cts . The Co,7morci;:i.l Scsrvi ce; 0X:1.mincs tho possibility f furnishing 
cor.t1odities in th._; r ..... qucstsd qU'J.nti ti'"'s , tho pr::::bLr.: of the gr\..,,,t._.,st il"'.lp8rto.ncc 
:'.l.t this time ':rhon providing supplies fer our own C-:,lmtry c0nsto.ntly prcsunts 
nc"\·, difficulties . Tho ncd.n quc..stion is to disposo ,Yiscly of thc, qu1.ntitie:s of 
gccds which under th---sc cond:i.tL~ns c:i.n be: sp1rcd fror:1 the 0"riss stocks, 1:ithcut 
losing sight of thG nc,Jds ·;Jbich ·,d.11 cort.Jinl;y be felt in tho future . 

Tho C01x·:orcio.l Scrvico J.cts o.s ::i.dvisJr to the Relief S0ction in the sottlo­
mcnt of rc,quc..sts for funds ·,Ihich the C ontr".l Office sub~:,i ts · ,'i th its roport to 
the Ex;;cuti vc C0r:;_;;'i tt-Ju . Ti1-... funds ::t1);Jrovcd sorvc J.s :i b:'.sis t'•-r tho Cvh:raurci.:i.l 
Scsrvice to p·1ss on th.: crdors .for corn:i.odi tics . 

For its purch.'lsc.;s, the; 11 Don 0uisso" dirvcts its ._;rdcrs to one oi' the thrc:o 
following org::mizations : 

1 . kar Food Offic..., (OGA - 11 0fi'ice, do Gu,.:rrc Pour l 1Alir,1ont..,tion 11 ) 

2 . : h.r Industry rmd Labor ·Offico ( CG IT ~ 11 Oi'fi cc do Guc:rr0 Pour 
1 1Industrio ct lo Tro.vc:.il") 

3 . ThG Ar::zy- Coi:1:trnnd 

The l.:ist will not b'"' o.blo to put 1.ny :J2.tcri2.l ::,t tho disp~,s.::.l ,:if tho 11 Don Suisso 11 

before mili t'lry denobilizo..tion . At pr-ss,.mt, the orders of the 11 D0n Suisse" ::>.re 
usm.lly direct.Gd tc CGIT. and to CIJA ::md tr::ms:-:-,ittc;d by thcia to th0 J.p9ropri:1t0 
sections, v1hich, in o.gre0ncnt ·,1i th the i:i'cd0ral Office fc,r PricG C,_,ntrc,l , dire:ct 
the orders to thG firn which ln.s 1:n.dc the r,:ost fD.vor.'.'.ble bic~ .• 

The.: suctic,n· i.vhfch m:tlcus · tho o:r;6cr is r0sp,:.nsible for the rc;li.:1bility 'J.nd 
solvency ,_f the scl0ctcd purveyor . It n:1ki::s the decision :is to the kind of gocds 
to bo p-orchJ.sc:d - unless thi.s hJ.s Oc.;Gn previously decidc:d by the 11 fr.::n Suisse" -
tho qu::tntitics ::1.nd quc.li th s to be sup1,li---d :md, fi.1nlly, it v,..,riffos whothor the 
bill conf or;:is vri th tho, o.grecnents nadc . 

Ansthcr rulo ust:.::.blishcd by the sections rusp,_nsiblc for supplying the 
11 :Uc-n Suiss.c" .is that th2ro r.mst bo no profit . The F0dor2.l Offic..:, of Price Control 
makos certain th::i.t prices corrospond tp th:::. abovo rule., . A.ccordin~ly, ,..,very bill 
is '-'nd rscd first by: tll8 soc ti en c...:ncorn0d -:1..nd then by tho Office of Price 
Ccntro1· b0fore · bcir:ig po.id by tho Corn:icrcio.l Serficc cf tho "Don Suissu . 11 The 
Cor.'lrhcrci:11 Service then s'"'nds a moncy0rdor to the Fodcr'11 Service of P.1yn.:mt ".nd 
Accounting, though ' the int<.lrmodiar;/ of the Fodc.:r:J.l F:in:rnco Control. 

/ 
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The funds cf tho "Don SuiGse" (100 1:ri.llion fr-:!.ncs ~'-P)ropri J.tcd by the C-:n­
federatic.,n :md incronsGd by tho collcct:L.)n) J.ro m'lm.g'"'d oy the Fedcr:11 .F'in,':!.nce 
Administr:i.tL,n (Fcder::i.l Service of P:1y1;i,.mt :rnd .:1.ccounting) . It is .J.lso this 
Adrninistr.::i.tion which keeps the r,nin accounts of the 11 Don Suisse . 11 

ThG rcquLsts f._;r exports :i.rc submittud by the Cor,1bin0d Relief Commi tt1Jc of 
the IntGrnJ.tion.'..11 Rod Cress, the only org:mizo.tion .:1.t prc:sont :1llow0d to d0..,.l 
vri th them . It is .lso tl o only one .able to gu-,_r:1.ntco tho trr.nsportJ.ti•)n abroc..d, 
which J.t this tiff., __ constj_tut,::s tho most difficult problvi-:: ;i.n conJ.Jlotine:; .:::. trJ.ns ­
ncti,:m . Accordinc,;ly, th.::.::! 1D:::m ,Suisse 11 Gntrusts -::Il ·transpor·tJ.tir.,n to the Inter­
n:1tiono.l Red Cross, ::i.nd it must b-.: s2.id thTt th(:; Cor.rr:::i.tt::;l, ho.s in thci 1,,ost 
friondly '·.:i.y put i tsclf .::.t the disposo.l bf th1.,; 11 Don ::iuisso" to f~-,_cil:L t.J.tc its 
relief vrcrk . Alsc , the Intcrm.tion:i.l Rod Cruss Corn:ittce stc.rts the ncgctio..tLns 
with f, reign pm10rs , when necusso.ry . 

Tb.c :i.lloc-'.ltion of goods o,bro2.d is DJ.de by o. dologs.tc of the "Don Suissu 11 or 
be soriw othc;r S',rlss roprcscntJ.ti vo who h~ts b<:)v11 d0:1ling ,ri th tho "'18.ttcr . Ho 
do<..S this i-Wrl<: <.;it.hor alone or in coopl.,r.1tic,n Yd.th ~1. reli::iolo local orr.;1.nization . 
Those who arc in chJ.rgo report to the rrDc,n Suissc 11 on tho :i.rri v.:i.l of the goods 
o.t t.htd r destin:i.tion ·md ·m thdr distributL,n; th.::;y .:cJ.so r'-'port :)D th::. c:n.t~)l,.;tion 
of tho transo.cticn . 

Tho no..nJ.5,0nt...nt :..if P . 'l' . T. (Postal Tcl,:.:gr.1.ph ::,nd 'I'olophcnc :-:.:.:rvicc ) hrcs ::.greed 
tc gr·-nt tu the "Den Suisse " tllo iJost:11 fr'.rnclri.so for J.J.J. sLipnonts in Svd.tzor­
land of net ,::;xc,_:uting 2 Kgr . 500 . Tho "Den Suiss0" ,1lso prcf:L ts by the tr-:ms­
port'..1 tion fr~·mchisc gr.:mtcd to the; c,~rnbin1Jd Comr.1ittoo in Switzcrl:::md .:::.nd abroad . 
The Fcdcr:,_l :i?inanco Ad:iinistr::t tiun has o.cc0rdod to the Cor.1u::.rci'.l.l Sorvico of 
tho "Den Suisse" excr-ipt:Lon from tnc busin .... ss t.:.1x 2.nd h ,:::; gi vcn it ::t vrholcs:llG 
fir::1 nu1,io0r - 2liJ . 295 . 

Thcmks to the pcstn0c frc.;odon, "very Svriss cc.ncorn n.:1y n.J.ko bids with::. ut 
boj_ng h,-:!.ndic.J.ppcd by less fJ.vo:c.-::.olo googr:::.pnic J.cc".ti:•ns, tbo l,sti,.nte being 
nndc F . O. B • .:1.t th0 st.?..ticn of lc:o.ding . Furthornorc, in order to give all 
business a ch:mcc tc 1x:.rticip.-::. te: in ttL. provisL;n cf c,..J,::.:1odi ti0s for tlL 11 Dcn 
Suisse", th:: C..)ruuerci?.l Servi co doals not cnly v;i th tho r.:::muf~tcturors ·md -11holo­
s2.lcrs, b1..tt 2.ls 0 wi t!1 tl:c ret:'.ilcn, . 

'i'hc 1.,roc1.:;duro by 1rhich tht.. purch.:-.s"s J.re ·:t.!.do is rcthor conplicJ.tod '.lnd 
s01'.lctirncs 3. bit slow . It w:1s cr.uson in ordor to 1.d2inistor tho funds and r'l".lrn 
the purcmsos r;i th n nininUJ.1 of personnel. It ;,:i.s done to rc.Jovo fr0!;1 th:., 
trDon Suisso rr tl . ..:; ch:J.r:1ctcr of J. cor.:n'"'rci.:11 _,nt0r pris;;; 2nd yet 1)rc.;scrvc the 
possibility cf its d'"'.J.ling wi tn such finis r..s m.y wish tc accord it p:1rticulnr 
fo.cili ties . The Corutorci::il Sorvico has to do.tc _p:1sscd on 43 orders , r,,J:.>roscnting 
n. v--iluo ".'lf scvvr.,l r.ri.llL,ns , 1,rhi.ch dcr.1-:mstr::i. t,:s the sri10oth functicning of tho 
system . 

Gifts of c~.'::-t:.10di th.s of th\., kind J.ncl qu,li ty pu.rch2.scd by thl., 11 Don ,Su:i.sso tt 
nrc r_:zistcrcd under ·-:.n J.cccunt -:;,f 11 Donors " - in ,:tich th0y 1.rc m::.rkod vri th tho 
n11:-,c ,)f t o do1inting firn md the cxa.ct ancunt ~;:-d.ch the 11 Don Suisso " vrculd h.:ivo 
h.:id tc p.::i.y fer the cc..1.10dity . 

The isto..olisr.ir.1ents s,..,cth1n of th...: Ci..,;ntro.l Office c.f th0 11 D..,.n Suissc: 11 

Tho Esk.blish:.1cnts SoctLm r ocoivos th0 requests fror.1 Swiss peopl e dosir,)us 
of ccoperJ.ting -,;itf1 J. Swiss or~·.3.nj z2.ticn or any otLur rolit.f organiznticn in 0ur 
cv1n country 8r nbroad . It 1.,x.:ld.n0s th .... se r..,qucs :~s :i.nd )Uts '.,t thl., dis;.1os1.l c-f 
th1...so intcr0::st._;d persons all pocsiblc :i.nforr,,:1.ti.0n in ~:-rclcr to find -r:hcrc they 
can be ;,1ost useful . 

The JstJ.blishncnts S(.,ction is coop~r2.ti.n·z i11 the org2.niz3.tion ,:.'f tr:1.ining 
c:;ursos for workers of rcli::.f ore;anizatL.ns . It d,Jti..,rrnin:::s tho conditions of 
·:ork o.nd coop ..... r'.".tus with tl1c: organh:ntLns to which it furnishes p..:.JrsormcJ.. It 
takes co.re of th . ., workers in ,'3:d.ss rob.ef ore;:miz:ltic-ns by providing the: bcnofi t 
of collective insur.:mcc to th(, pors·onq,l ·.rhjch it sends abro::td . 
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If the 11 Dcn Suissc 11 i tsclf is undorto.king n project. , the, Est.J.blishnents 
Section solocts ~md hires tht.: nocosso.ry workers • 

At prcsont :i.nd for r,~nscns of a tt;chnic:i.l , political and psycholc,gice.l nature, 
the disp.'ltch 0f Svriss 1)Crsonnol is encountering s0me difficulti,;s fror:; foreign 
authorities . Th0 time. for such aid has net yut :1rrivud 2cnd •th:::tefo.re the 1rork of 
tho .!istablish.mcmts 3octi.cn h:s net yot rc:o.clkd its full dovolo'pmci~t . 

The Roliof of tho 11 Dcn Suisso 11 

Opor.J.tions Acconplishod fron 28 Febrmry to 15 I.:arch . 

I . F RA l'J C E 

Tho 11'Don Suis3u II has sent 10 carlo:,ds of pct.:i. kcs to tlic city cf Lyons, 2 
to the H:rntc Alsace :ind 2 to the: Jura. D0p2.rtmcnt . Th0so comr:iodi ti1....s vroro 
distributed by tho d,:.:l0~atcs of tho v2.ri,_,us cor:uni ttccs 3.lrvncly on duty the.re . 

Anong tho opGI'ations tbt.) pr0p2r2tion for which vm 2..nn, uncc:d in our BuJ.lutin 
Nu:·,1bcr I . , the one ini tL.itc.d by th<.; s,.i.ss Red Cross in Vorcors has st.:i.rtcd . 
Tho 11 Dcn Suissu 11 h:-!.s shi 1J9cd soi.!C ouilC:..ing t:ir pc'.1.:Jor .::rnd J. first shi)t1ont of 
lw1bcr . 

-1,ith the cocpc:r:ition cf th0 French :Gntr.tnide tbJ 111tction des Deux- B':ilc" 
ho.s op,mud cante:<.:Jrlfl in few· badly strickcm vi.11::gcs 3.rcund , ... ulht,uso .'lnd CoJ.rnr . 
Ten ycnmg poo~)lc:: b,,longing to tho s~,viss 11 S::·ci6t6 do Navigati,Jn 11 of Bnlo organized 
kitchens (.'.ncl stock pilos d' food , Tho 11 Don Suisso 11 provided those co.ntccns v;ith 
soup, powdered r.,i.lk :md dri,~d vogct·ulcs, tbJ c)the:r ncc,..;ss:iry food being '.WB.ilable 
on tho spot . i:.:crcovcr, sc;::;o drugs wo1·c ::"lso shipped , -

II . NETHERLANDS 

The Swiss frcie,htor rrm:;nry Dunant 11 , which loft Lisbcn en J'.mu::.ry 25 undor 
tho flo.g of the Red Crc:3S, arri v ___ d. en :.2rch 8 J. t Dclfzijl in occupir:;d Hello.rd . 
Of th3 4,800 tens · f f 0,:d conp,x,in[; its cJ.rgc, a b,,ut 1 , 700 t,,ns worJ vr,lo".dccl in 
Sweden , in l 1rcl..lr to p,1rui t pas sago thruugh the Sund, vrhc..se 1;;3. tcrs nro 0xcop­
ticin-:lJ.y shallcn . They vdll be transported S'Jmctinc 1::1.tor •. 1'i10 rcno.ining 
3,100 trns ~rG n<..J,'f being ilistributcd t.c tri.J civil popub ticm in the cccupkd 
Noth,1rl.:mds u!:'ldor c-ntr·-'l _,f th0 S,Tiss po:.91~ r'-siding in Holl::md, ..,:i th the 
coope:r·:tic,r: ._f two cl..:lecatcs c,f the Intorncd,ional R..:d Cress C::n:ini tt"~- . 

TrJ.ns'.'.cti::ms in pr:::p E":~t:L,n 

Apprcpria tic ns h:1vo been voLcJ for tli'"' f,.>11 . .::-;n.ng tr::-.ns-:-.ctid1s: 

,a. Tlic s,,i.ss Ccntr:11 SJ.Dito.ry St 1ti...r1 h':'.s phnncd th:.. dispJ.tcll c.f a v'-tcrin::.ry 
epidonic.,logj_c.:il nissL·n fer throo nonths in Yugosl:lViJ., - ·,1hich actLm h:i.s re: ­
coivocl .'."'.fJ_:;>rovo..l in principl0 fr,)u th0 11 D,m Suisse • 11 It is not c0rt.1in, h,_·,rE.:v::r, 
tlnt this ;nissicn vrill oc :::.olo tv go, since the quosti:n of :1ilit:,rJ loave for 
vct0rinnry surgeons h2.s nc.,t yot b0Gn ~1rro.n;~cd . 

Tho purp0s0 of th:is ;:•ic si0n ,,ould bo thu r"'inst2.ll:iti. n cf thG B.3.cteric­
Surolo&ical Institute of S(.;L:lin, no:1r Bc:l:;r.:·.clo, in order th:it th:i.t Institute 
mt1y o.g:'.in provide sorun . The Sv,i.ss tu1.!:, 110uld J.lso dc:11 with the vaccinJ.tion 
of J.iv.Jstock , Tlic co.ttlo cf this country h"vc boen scri..:.i1.,sly rAuccd during 
tho occu._re ticn , 2nd those re:naining uro thrvatenod -~·,i. th \.,~Jidcmics . 

-l:-2 . F:i:,ro bo.rracks, 1,000 bl3.nkots , 100 sots of rE,li8f kits, ond soods for 2000 
ve2,oto.blo gardQIIB •aill bG provided to tho H?.ut1.- Alsace thr~rngh tho "Action dc.s 
Dcux- B~lo 11 • 

STOCKS 

J:<·\1rccasting urg1..,nt nec.ds, th\., 11 Dcn Suisse 11 has csto.blishcd important stocks 
of drugs, bancl1.gc cat.8ri.:::tl, Elotto 1:D.lk, t.1:ics, tcxtile:s -~nd si10cs . 



Fund Rai sing Drive 

On Harch L. , tho donations colluctcd from the puolic in 10 symbolic b·· xos 
placud in the s trc0ts cf Berne totaled Frs . 14 , 65Lt . 86 . In Zurich, on !12.rch 6, 
noro than 20 , 000 fr::mcs wore rocoi vod in thG sc1.r,10 rr2.y in JO boxvs . 

The First Cov,; , ,f the "fr:n Suisso " 

Tllo cc.,llccticm dcp::1.rti;1cnt in Zurich rvc0ivvd fr-:,n '.l p\..asant tho foll..Iwing 
lcttc.r : 

• r " 

"Of my 23 cuws , I sl,loct0d th0 finGst -:mo, v;hich I 7,2.vo k tl'l(; "IJ-~n 3uisse". 
It' is fi vc yJars old, 0irn:1cntlnl br0"'d, brorm- ;:r...:11::;w coated, ::..nd she I i.11 bo 
cal ving for tho tbird tiue no.x-t June,; . L:w I i:,,~<:,' SO only c,n.J c~ndi ti..m : that 
this cow shall gc tc the vllla6e of 1'11.mZonhoi1:1 nc::i.r C.Jl:113,r , ,i.. l SD.CC •••"• 

~~ Pl -Jc.so do not r.ionti'Jn these: opurations lmtil they o. r c ::mnouncod :i.n the pr e;ss , 
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VISIT TO s-TITZ:::RLJJm. F,,D 24 },iJillCH 4 1945 

Report by lir . Eyre Carter 7. 3. 4;i 

c: 

A. GE.t1ERAL 

1. Ob.ject of Visit The visit wc.s in response to an invitation from 
The International Reef.Cross Committee to the Displaced Persons D.ivision, ERO, 
to send representatives to discuss the system of communications between dis­
placed persons and their relatives, 2,nd the tracing of those. whose whereabouts 
are unknown. Mr . Eyre Carter went from ERO ancl w2.s joined in R .ris by lv11~. 
B. Youngdal, UNRa.A Liaison Officer attached to S'rliillF, G. 5, Displaced Persons 
and ;'lelfo.ro Branch. A.s will be seen from this report, our visit was not only 
completely successful in respect of its primary object, but it uncovered other 
important m&ttcrs. 

2. Reception Wo wore introduced over;ywhore-by Er . Royall Tyler the rep­
resentati vc of UNRRA in Switzerland and thanks to this vrcro ;volcomod vrith tho 
groatl:_st cordiality by Rod Cross and Swiss Gov0rnmcmt officii...ls and oth0rs . 
All gave full and frank coopcrc:,tion, and thorc c:.ppo~rs to bo ::;cnuine desire 
to harmoniz e... with th0 vrnrk of UNRRA tho crcE..t efforts ::hich tho Sr,iss in­
stitutions und people r.rc makin6 to relieve distress cc.used by th(, ncr . 

3. This report is divided by subjucts ,md thc: n,1m0s of th1.., pcr:.;ons seen 
ap:,:,e'--r in the c..pproprLcto sections. A copy of the compllJtu roport is bLing 
trJrnn to the UNRRA of fie,-, in P<".ris , end c.nothcr to 1,r . Youngd:J.l for th1..- inf or­
mc.tion of G. 5,, SHJ'.EF. Tho following o.rc suggestions c,s to which Di visions 
of ERO mJ.y be intcrost1..-d in the sovoro.l sections . 

A. Gonorc.l . 

B. TrLnsit of Displ::-.ccd Persons through 
Switzorl.:.nd 

C. Rod Cross Offer of Inform2.tion ,:bout 
Displnced Persons 

1-,ll Di visions rocoivine one 0r Ilh)ro 
sections, 

Displc..ccd Persons - 1 • .r. Dudley VJ;-.rd 

Displaced Porsons - InformL,tion 

D. Communication be tween Displc.ced Per- Displc:.cod F8rsons - 'ifolL-ro 
sons c:.nd their rclc..ti vos, c.nd Tr.:.,cing 

E. Number and Conditlon of Displ::ced 
Pursons in Switzerlc:.nd 

F. Don Suisse ) 
) 

G. Red Cross Prisoners of Hr:tr Pc.reels) 
) 

H. Coordinr~tion of Relief Hork ) 

I. Proposed Conference - School of 
Child ~7olf 2..J1:; workers 
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B. Trc:.nsit of Displc.ccd Fcrsons throur;h Switzcrl~1nd 

Persons Seen 

1. This question - one of pr.remount import:..:.nc0 for tho Swiss-·c.nct for UNRRA 
- w2.s first put to us o..t ::. meeting of senior , fficL .ls c..f the· me, ho.:::.dcd by 
Dr . Hc.:.. is Bli.chm.~.n , ... nc of tho Scctok.riE.-s-G..;ncr;;,1. ",ic discussed it J.;.i.tor with 
Dr . Olgio.ti, Sccroto.ry of the 11 Don Suisse" (Seo Scctiuri ho.::.dod "Don Suisse" 
;;.nd ,:,rith r.i: . de H.:-.llcr, Doleguc du C-nscil Fcder.:::.lt..; pour lcs c..rgi'..nizc.ti0n d 1 ..:ntr 1 -

ri.idl.- n · .tiont.lcs ( t he hco.d of c-. Guvernrncnt Depo.rtmcnt offoctirig lie.is on with 
nr'..tionc.l 2..nd intorn .. ,tional public ::md pri v:.tc r 01iof c'..3cncj_cs , o.nd o.s such 
tho c,ffici,.l Chc.nncl bctv-rccn UNRRA Md the Swiss Gcvornrncnt . ) Our cunvcrr;t.tion 
with L de H,-.llcr n::.s c..ttcndod by 1-i . F0vro.zin0 , member of the st<-,ff' c,f the; 
Intorn·.t ion,,l Red Cre,ss . 

:'Io :wcro c..lso ('..pprccch"-'d by L . Phili,,.. c ltocnig, officio.l rvprescnt,.'..t ivc. in 
Switzerl::.nd of the Fronch Einistcrc dos Prisonnicrs do Guerre , Dc:portos ct 
Rcfugies . 

2 . Import 2.ncc of tho Probl em Evcrycnc we sc,,r cmph:-'..sizs::d tho proh ,bility thc.t , 
c..s the 'lcstorn ,::nd Ee.st urn A.llivd r..rmi os dri vc inwo.rds, hundreds cf thcusc..nds 
of : w 1 s 2.nd dp 1 s vmuld be comprcssGd behind retro".'.ting G(,;;rm;:,ns in the c..rcas 
a.long the northern boundo.ry of Switzcrlo.nd . 

Alreo.dy, according to i.i . Kounig , c.bout 100 Frunchmcn c.ro crossing thu frontier 
dt'..ily, o.nd ho h~"'.s been sent by M. Frcno.y ( vrho himself cnn10 roc1.;ntly to confe:r 
with the Swiss Government) to dcJ.l with this problem. The Frunch hnvo me.de in­
fornUJ.l 2.rr2..ngcmcnts with the Swiss Govornmont, .::nd o.rc me.king prcvisiun to re­
ceive on the Swiss- French frontier o.t lo:::.st 20,000 n do.y c..t Font,:.rlicr, Vc.1-
lorbo , Imnomi.~.sso c.nd Evii..'..n , c.nd to dive;rt through ll.Ulhouso l:.nothcr 10, 000 dc:.ily. 

But tho Swiss 2.r\., vror:li:ied c.bout the other n.J.tiunc.litfos who nill o.J.so · come U, 
novrspecpcr reported la.st v.rock tho.t c..n unspe cified nwnbcr of Poles , Russio.ns w1d 
Yugoslo.vs hc.d come in t'..ftcr Allied bombing of Gorm.::n loco.litfos noc.r Sch~:.ffhousc, 
o.nd hc.d bv(.jn intcrn0d.) Th0y obvi...,usly think thl.- nw.1bvrs Hill b(., L:.rgc L'..nd 
o.ro .::-.nxious to obti..,in, i.:1f0rr.1,:lly c.t first, somG idoc. c..s tv nh.__,thcr the 
French Gcv(.;rnmont , UNRRA, or SI·LIBF will do c.nything c..bout it . · 

3 . R.rticulc.r .. snccts 

(.::) S1.:iss Cc:.p.::-.city 

There arc ti.lroc:.dy 100, 000 dispJ..~_ccd p\,rsons in Svritzcrlr.nd . Further cc.pc.city 
vro,s put by t:i . Koenig ::.t 200,000 c.t c.nc tinl\J; l.i . dc H,,llor gt.V<.., 50, 000 . The l.:.~t­
tor mc:.y well bl.., consl.,rV:.ti v'" . B'-:th o.grc,~d th:-.t tho rcriod of st,.y in c.nd tr.:.n­
sit through Switzorl.:-.nd could b'"' short (2 ... 3 dc:.ys); provided th2..t r0c1..;pti0n 
into Fr,~.ncc wt2s c'..s r ."..pid c..s the i'lo,·r ,. vcr th0 ncrth(;rn Sr:iss burdor . A through 
flov1 cf 33 , 000 c. d:-'.y '.Tith c. st~.y ,_,f 3 d.--..ys vrould nc.cc.ssik.tc .::--. 11 ccJ.pc.city" 
in SwitzcrL,nd (in addithn to :their prus,Jrit loc.d) of 100, 000 :-.t 2.ny 0nc time, 
so th"..t thi.; numb\.,rs of Fr,:ncJ.-uncn :::lone (2..s cont(.,mplc.tcd by E. Fron.:.yf s rup­
ruse;nt':.tivc) 1vill str.:.in Swiss rcscurccs ccnsiduro.bly. 

(b) Tr::,nsport 2.ticn I Feeding , E·~idemic Crntrol 

The first corto.inly, the second prob.:.bly, :-nd 1:.:.c. t.~1ird possibly will be doc.lt 
with by the Swiss inside their boundc~rios , without outside h0lp unless tho 
volume or c. chock of inti..'.ko into Rronch territory rl.:c.ch unmc.nr.g0:'.blu proporti,ms . 

(c) Screoning for Nc.tionility ~nd D?sir~bility 

This is wh.:.t vvorrios tho Swis s most . Hitherto they hc..vo o.ctcd i.:,n thu hum:mi­
tc.ri.:n principle of nccopting ( .'.Jld in most c:..sos interning) c.nyono nho o.ppo.:.rs. 
to be flc.:oing for his life , c.nd they do not w.::nt to closl.- th1Jir fruntiurs . 
Equ.::.lly th0y c.:1nnot c.fford to lw1d themselves with sc0ros uf thoust.:nds of ro- . 
fugocs ( of whor.1 they c.lrec.dy hc.vo 100, 000 in .:. populc..tion of. 4 1;1illi\'n) . still 
loss do they wc..nt N:::.zis who o.rc f leeing fr0m tho vrr.:.th to con10 . 

This screening could be done by UNRH.A, SHiJ!:F or United Nc.tions personnel either 

---
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on tho Swiss-Gurm.::i.n or un tho SwiGs-Fronch frontier. 

(d) 'Jc were tc.,ld that tho Fr:.nco-Swiss ncgoti<;·-tions c vnc'-'rnc_.d French dis-
plr..cod persons cnly, not thuso e, f ·other United Ndions. 

( c) There is ::-. spocic.l problcr.1 of I tr.lien nc..tiono.ls, If, by th1... tir:ic th 1~sc 
ro.::i.ch the Northern border, there is free ingress into Iforthorn Ito.ly, the S::iss 
would profor to route them through the Simplon; if n-'.",t, the Swiss would wish 
th._,m to be recc.i ved .:-.cross tho French frontier. 

(f) Althou~h the Swiss .-::.uthoritics ho.ve sufficient pcrsunnl.;;l t o do.::l with 
tho r roblcm (if it is within m,·.nc-.go~".blc bounds) inside their territory neither 
they n'---lr the: Internr:tLrml Red Cross hG.vc porsunm.:l c.vc.ilc.blc to go either into 
Germc.ny or into Fr2.ncc. But some uf the people who 112.vo ,_; fforod th,;msclvos to 
Dr . Oleinti r,1.::y be o.v.'.:'.ilc.blc . ( See sectic.,n hondod 11 Swiss R0liof Pcrsonno1. 11 ) 

(f) We c.skod whether (i) the surplus Rod Cross prisvner-uf-w.:,r pc.reels in 
Switzerlc.nd in Portugc.l , ~'.nd (ii) the funds of tho Don Suisse -crould be used 
for the benefit of displ.:-.ced persons routed through Swi.tzerl:.ncl during emergen-
cy periods while they were .'.'.pproaching the Gerrn,:::.n··S;r.i.ss frontier nd c:fter thty 
he.ct been recuived into Fro.nee . The response, though c~uitc informc.l w~:s ftivor:::.ble . 
(See section ho::'..dod "Red Cross. J,>. YT . Fc.rcols) . 

, 5. Conclusions 

(c.) Mr . Youngdc.l c.nd I (c.nd I believe Ifr . Tyler c..lso) ncrc very much impressed 
vr.i.th the serious view t.:::.kcn by tho Swiss of this problem, ::-.nd of its urgency 
in vien of :)resent r.ri.litc..ry dovclopr:10nts . 

(b) "In those inforra;:l suggcsti,-ns, in which the initic.tive w:::.s t c.krn , so fc.r 
::-..s we wore conco:cnod, by thv Intornc.tion.-:,1 Rod Cress, the.. .:-.lt0rn<'.'.tivos wore.. 
implicityly t:nd c.lr:i.ost ...::~plicitly st::;i:,od to be: 

(i) '!ill tho :'1li.cd o.rr.1ics occupy th.:'.t pnrt , f Gorr.1.:'..ny bordering Svr.i.tzor-
1.:-..nd from north-wost to n(-rth-o::-..st, before tho flood of refugees c:,n 
rc.'.'.ch it? 

(ii) If not, will sor.10 ::.uthority receive rcfugcc..s into Fr2.nce ,:,,,s fc,st c.s 
they cross tho Svd.ss-Gcrr,1.:-n frontier'? 

(Ill) Otherv,iso, the Swiss r:1c.y rolucto.ntly be forced to close their frontiers 
when their ovm resources c.rc sc.turc..tcd ,~.nd rofugoos to their fc:tc in 

Gcrracny. 

( c) It seems thc.t tho rol.:-.tions bot we on tho Swiss .:....nd tho United Nc..tions " .. 'ould 
be very fc.vouro.bly c,ffected if UNRR.i; could m.:,ke c.n cffoct:i,v0 contribution t'o c. 
solution. Tho Swiss Govcrrmicmt :-..nd people hc~vv 1,1 .da considorc.ble sc.crifice~ for 
tho refugees whor,1 they h:::.vc succoured. T hoy .::.ro Hilling to do r:.10rc, but their 
resources c..re o..lrcc.dy seriously strc.ined. On the other h~0.ncl Dr. Olgrdi (Don 
Suisse) told us thd tho Swiss Gcvernr,icnt .:;nd pcoplu o.re vory unHilling to ·.c­
copt help in .'.ny forr:, frort outside Goverru,1ontc.l .~.goncios , 2.s they foD.r it J:>,ight 
prejudice their noutr:.:.l st::tus ; v·1hich h.'.:.s bocoHe c.lr.11..:st .:,n ~.:rticlo of religious 
fJ.ith to thm .• 

6. RucomrJcndc:.tions 

He would urge th .. :t UNRR,';. should ir::r::.cdic,,t0ly c,pproc..ch tho Fronch c.nd other 
United N;:,tions Govorruaonts concerned to sec nhcther tho Fr12nch will .::.ccl.:pt n.s­
ponsibility for the wholu n.__:n.:..French problen, or will pcr1:d.t · UNR.1-.,, end/or SIL.EF 
to function c..longsido tho French reception .~.uthc:riti.cs? This involved of c0urse, 
not l,nly reception 2.t tho 'Fr':rtco_..:.swiss frontier, but uven . m.:..r\..) th0 speedy I'l;;r.iov·2.l 
of non-French n ,~,tLn,.ls tc c mps in Fr,'.nco ..:;r \...lsmvhur", so ~,s tc ko0p the r0utc 
through SHitzorlc.nd froe fro1:l c -::ng\...sti0n. 

c~) If UNRHA decides to undort,".ku SCU0 r'(.,Sponsibility, J suggest knd l,1r . fylcr 
<1..grees) thd ,,n officer of tho r.nk e, f He~"'..d of Section, or 2.t lcv:ost Princi;_x:l, 
ni.th executive c,,bility ncl ._,x~·cricnco 0f displ.:.CLC!. :.~crsuns' •:.1rgc:.nizo..ti --·n 2.nd 
pl.cnnine; , spc::king Fr._,nch fluently ( : .ncl G<..;rffn if rcssibL.::) , be .'.'.ttc:.ched to lvir . 
Tylor I s sk.ff f urthvrith. This 0fficcr nould trc,vul c0nst1.:ntly butwcc,n points 
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affected, make recommendations for technical action to the authorities concerned 
on the basis of the day-to-day_ situa.tion, and ·endeavour to g·et any necessary 
technical m~asures put in operation. Mr. Tyler would conduct political nego­
tiations. 

(b)' At first these must be informal, as the Swiss Government, qua neutral, 
cannot deal with UNRRA unless and until requested to do so by all the Governments 
concerned. We had it impressed on us that there must be no publicity whatever 
before the end of hostilities. 

C. Red Cross Offer of Information about Displaced Persons 

Dr. Ha_ns Bachman, one of the ·.secretaries-General of the International Red 
Cross Committee, and M. Galopin, another official, .spon_taneously offered the 
services of the Red Cross in furnishing infonnat:i.on · about movements of ci vi+ian 
displaced persons in Germany. The reports brought back _pe.rsonally by I.R.c. 
delegates, who are moving back and forth amid scenes· of .great confusion will . be 
of the greatest value, if they are frequent and prompt. We were told that tele­
graphic communication -between Geneva and Berlin. had stopped on F~bruary 26th~ 

We asked Mr. Tyler to transmit all such information immediately by ca1?le 
to E.R.O. for Displaced· Persons Division and to UNRRA Paris for Mr. Youngdahl 
and &IAEF, G .,5 • . 

We regarded this off er as highly significant. Al though it · was not e~q:,licitly 
linkeq with the possibility of UNRRA action in regard to the transit of displaced 
persons through Switzerland (see section B), it may well have been raised as a. 
gesture of co-operation, with the other question in mind . 

D. Communication between Displaced Persons and their Relatives, 
and Tracing. 

1. Persons interviewed 

Mlle. Suzanne Ferriere, member of I.R.C. Committee, primarily j_n ch:J.rge 
of Civilian communications. All letters on this subject should be addressed to _. 
her. I.f she is away, they will be dealt with by:-

M. Thud:i.cum, Head of British Section, Agence Centrale des Prisonniers 
de Guerre • 

.Mme. Marier, British Section. 

Mlle. Strahler, American Section (may be going to Japan shortly) 

M. Jecquier, H~ad of French Section. 

M. Fenniger, Head of Polish Section. 

M. de Rougcmont, Head of "Watson Service. 11 

2. Relations of National Tracing Bureaux with I.R.C. 

We discussed with :Mmle. Ferriere and her colleagues the principal point· · 
on which there had seemed from correspondence to be a difference of outlook, and 
reached complete agreement. Details arc given in the minutes of the meeting. · 
(See Appendix A). The main point is that the I .R.C; entirely accept our con­
tention that enquiries should first be routed to the National Tracing Bureaux. 

3. The Central Bureau System 

We inspected this thoroughly. 

a) At present comnnmications and enquiries from and about 
prisoners of war and civilians are recorded on a series of · 
card indices grouped by nationalities. After hostilities 
cease and p.w.'s are repatriated, all nationalities will be 
combined . in a single alphabetical card index. · 

' .. ... · . .... , 

,& 
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b) Every sort of information, official and unofficial received 
about an individual is recorded on his card, but the source 
is shown so that the value of each i tern c.n.n be assessed. 

c) In most national sections each item is recorded on a fresh 
card, so that one individual may have anything from one to 
a dozen cards, all filed together. Statistics are kept of 
the number . of cards in the register, the total is now 25 
million (including enomy nationalities), but this gives no 
sort of idea of the number of individuals. At a guess, I 
estimate that each British, American or German p.w. has an 
average of 6 cards, whereas only 5 or 10 per cent of Poles 
have more than one. 

d) The I.R.C. will endeavour to calculate and send us an analysis 
of the number of individuals on their books, showing nationali­
ties and distinguishing betvreen prisoners of war and ci v:l.lians. 
From my observation I arn certain that the number of civilians 
with cards is relatively small - a matter of scores of 
thousands - and that is only a sroll_ proportion of these 
cases is there any really definite information as to where­
abouts. For displaced persons' tractng the present value of 
the index appears much small than I had supposed. 

e) The system will, however, become increasingly valuable as 
more inforrration is received, i.e. as displaced JX:rsons are 
picked up and reported. This rlill apply particularly to 
non-repatriables, who (since they ,vill have no National 
Tracing Bureau) will rely almost wholly on the Central 
Bureau. 

f) The "Watson Service" (mechanical systom of punched cards) is 
only in effective use for part of work concernj_ng British and 
American p.w. 1 s. It is not used for and appears to be of little 
value for civilian d.p. 1s. It cannot be used for tracing a 
particular individual's card, 

g) The I,R.C. have compiled certain technical instructions - e.g. 
on variant forms of first names a11d. family names - which they 
vvlll send us for transmission to National Tracing Bureaux. 

E. Numb0r and Condition of Displaced Persons in S,vitzerland. 

1. We were not able to obtain detailed figures before we l eft, but Hr. Tylor 
vtlll sond them to E.R.O. for Displaced Persons Division and to UNRRA Paris (for 
Mr. Youngdahl and SHAEF). 

2. Mearr,,-rhile, all authorities agree that tho total is about 100,000. An idea 
of the composition can be gathered from the folloviing figures as at October 1st, 
1944, taken from a newspaper report ·of a speech by the Chi of of Police • . 

Total October 1st. 

Military personnel j_nterned und~r 
internatjonal law 

Ditto in hospital 

Escaped Prisoners of War (not internable) 

Deserters 
. 

Italian ex-soldiers (not covered by international 

Children (French and Italian) 

Mothers ( ti II II ) 

) 
) 
) 

. law) 

Six ·weeks 
inflow 

Oct-Nov. 

The above figures are, of course, incomplete, 

95,000 

16,000 

430 

3,300 

' 700 

18,500 

( 
( 

15,000 

( 4,ooo 
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3. The answers · to specific que~tions given me by ]r. Langrod are :-

a) 1672 Hungarian refugeos . Still in Biivitzerla.nd. Shaef and A.FHQ , Italy, 
are st.ill exchanging telegrams about how · to get them to Philippeville . 
Mr . Youngdahl will'urge ·sHAEF to put more pressure on, but [ma trans­
port is probably the difficulty , The Swiss , in order to get rid of 
them, yvould probably prov:i'.de a train as far, as Marseilles, if SHAEF 
will find the coal . All. of these refugees are Zionists , · and a re 
unwilling to go to Philippeville, because thEJy think they will be 
side- tracked there instead of gett.irig to Palestine . Also they have 
heard rumours of bad c onditions at Philippeville . It might be de­
sirable to send to Mr . Tyler an account of conditions and facilities 
there . 

1 The total. includes a few Polos and Jugo- Slavs . 

b ) 52- 75 vnth .Latin- American passports , some Dutch . Some have left 
Svd.tzerland, but is not known vm.othcr destination was U .s .A. or 
North Africa . About 25 were left behind . The Lo.tin- American 
passports were false . 

c) 8, 000 Hungarian Jews . Have not arrived . No one has any news, and 
as they seem to have been part of a pers'orial arrangement between 
a leading Swiss poJi tician and Himmler, the present trend of events 
would seem to ma_ke it unlikely .that tho. arrangement vnll boar fruit . 

d) 4, 5oci Hungarian Jews vrlth Swedish passports . Sarne as c) . 

e) 1,500 Yugo- Slavs . These are reported by the Unitarian Service 
Committee be in or about Marseilles , though , some may not have gotten 
further than Lyons . Their expenses so far were covered, so there 
is no liability on UNRRA. for their transportation to their ~Jresent 
location . . 

f ) 33,700 & 2, 400 refugees . See~) aboye . I deiiberately did not 
raise any question about these figures , because I did not want to 

. give an impression that UNRR\ is assuming liability for these 
displaced persons • . 

4. 1200 Jev:s from Teresienstadt camp (Terezin ), near Prague, reached 
Switzerland a few weeks ago . They include 400 Dutch, 120 Czech, and 640 German . 
Most are elderly and not many are Zionists . It is understood that the Dutch 
Government to hold Dutch subjects for the present . The remainder will probably 
be dealt with in the same fashion as the 1672 Hungarian Jews in 3 (a) . 

5. By far the greater number of all displaced persons in Switzerland are in 
congr_egated groups • "Camps 11 is the vrrong word , because they are housed in 
_hotels and other requisitioned buildings . As a rule they ravo liberty of 
movement .-nthi.n ·a prescribed locality. The able- bodied are put to ·work on 
road- making , .timber- felling etc . Elderly and sick peopltJ. receive appropriate 
treatment . We gathered tra t no displaced person is allov;ed to· seek employment 
on his ovm . We did not ho.ve tir;1e to visit any group, but it rr,ay bo taken for 
granted that the Swiss are maintaining them all at a reasonable standard . For 
example, we were told that those who nere engaged on organised manual labour 
recci ved rations at the Sv.riss army scale , which is of course better than the 
Swiss civilian ration . 

6. We understood that M. van Zeeland, of the Intornational Clearing Bank in 
Basle, is accepted (? informally) .as responsib~e for the interests of Belgian 
displaced persons . Some of the Polish d . p . 1s were similarly accepted, informally. 
There is believed to be no Dutch representative . 
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F. "Don Su:i.ssc 11 

1. Scope of thG Fund 

a) This organisation, lrnovm to some divisions in E.R.O. as the 
11\fottor Committee, 11 is to give relief to 11Victims of the Har • 11 Its 
scope is described in the appeal booklet entitled 11Nous voulons aider. 11 

(2 copies accompany this report). It has been giyen 100 million fr.::i.ncs 
(about 5 3/4 Dillion pounds) by tho Swiss Government, which is at the 
rate of about 26 shillings per head of the populatiQn, and hopes to 
raise at least a third as much again by public appeal. 

b) We saw the executive head, Dr. Rodolfo Olgiati, who struck us 
as a man of great c3.pacity, vision, and sincerity. 

c) He told us that, in principle, there will be no distinction 
between Allied and Axis countries as beneficiaries of tho fund, but that 
in practice public opinion is against using the fund in Germany or 
Northern Italy, at least while the Hitler regime lasts. It is not 
intended to work in Switzerland and vvhore the Government has assumed tho 
responsibility of looking after displaced persons. 

d) Food, medical . supplies, materials and tools for constructing 
shelter are already being sent to devastated areo.s in France and Holland. 
Tho 11 Don Suisse" docs not employ its ovm personnel, but aids various 
Swiss organisations, which in turn send one or two reproscmtati ves each to 
the are::ts bonofi ting and these work through local agc.mcios. 

e) Closc·rclations are maintained vJith tho Ii1tornational Red Cross, 
which, for instance, .recently arranged tro.n~port of food to German­
occupied Holland. 

f) Thora are a f ew small 11 Don Suiss0 11 schemes for bringing special 
groups, such as tuberculosis casos, to Switzerland. Tho S'wiss Red Cross 
arc responsible for th0 larger schemes vlhich hnve been operating some 
time for bringing French, Belgian and Dutch children for periods of throe 
months~ 

2. SuJ:plY Questions 

a) Mr. Tyler said that all or most of the questions on which I 
took him a message frora tho frocuremont Co-ordination Division has been 
answered in r eports and letters to E.h.o. On the spe cific question of 
Swiss lakJur co.pacity to produ~o relief goods, Mr. Tyler said this would 
depend on date of receipt of raw materials;, '>) 

b) Generally, Dr. ·Olgiati told us th~t available stocks aro quite 
small, and vIOuld remain so until the Govornmerit felt able, after ths 

. danger of fighting had moved well away frori tho Swiss border, to release 
?vd.ss army stocks of food and medical supplies. 

J. Personnel 

The 11 Don -Suissc 11 ·is not at present concerned v,i. th tht rccruj tment or 
training of relief worlwr&, but may to.ke the matter up later. (See the 
section headed 11 Swiss Relie f Personnel). 

G. Red Cross Prisoners of ·,far Parcels 

1. Oi.i ng to conditions in Germany, the normal flow of parcels from th8 
International Rod Cross to prisoners of war camps has been almost ontiroly 
suspended. Stocks, both of the stand:1rd Rod Cross parcels and (in the case of 
the French) private parcels sent by families to specific prisoners are piling 
up in Swiss warehouses. 

. . ' 
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2 . Owing to lack of transport across Franco, consigruncnts from U.K . and 
U. S .A. are piling up in Lisbon . 

J . We discussed with Dr . Hans Bachmann , one of tho SecrotariE;s- General 
of the '.International Red Cross, tho possibility of using those parcels for 
displaced persons . 

(a) We suggested that as soon as the Allied Armies established 
Assembly Centres in Germany, standard prisoners of Har parcels 
now in Swi tierland should bo sent to all United Nations 1 

displaced persons , irrespective of whether they claimed o~ 
had boon given the status of prisoners ·of war . Dr . Bachmann 
saw no great difficulty in this and undertook to try to obtain 
tho nGcessary consent of tho national Red Cross societies which 
had supplied the parcels . 

(q)_ He told us that ·tho French privo.to parcel s , vrhich, owing to 
present conditions could not be do livered to indi victual prisoners , 
vrnuld be unpacked and their contents made up into standard pD.rcols . 

(c ) We suggestc.;d that tho parcels accumulated in Lisbon should bo 
used for United Nations I displaced _f)ersons in Fr::mcc , Belgium 
and Holland, since transport to those countries_ would be shorter 
than Germany, and that :i.gain tho question of prisoner of war 
status should be waived . Dr . BJ.c.hmann replie d that since tho 
International R.ed Cross Cor.1mitteo had not yet to.ken full 
responsibility for parcels in Lisbon they were still·nt tho 
disposal of the donors - the British, C.:-.no.dian and Amorican 
Red Cross Societies . He said it ·vm.s for SPJi..EF and/ or UNRRA to 
approach the so societies . Mr . Youngdahl is taking this up vri th 
SHAEF a.rid a further r0port will be made to E .R. O. on this point . 

H. Co- ordination of Relief Work 

1. The Int.ornational Red Cross C'ornmi ttee is already doing relief work 
in a number of countries, including Jugo- Slavia , Roumania~ and Poland . Mr . 

· Zollinger aske.d on behalf of t):1e Red Cross that , whenever an UNRI?.A mission 
went to a particular country, it should contact the I.R .C. delegate there and 
co-ordinate effort . We suggested that it would be useful to exchange infor­
mation between I.R . C. , Geneva, and E .R. O. as to tentative plans for relief in 
various countri0s . I gave M. Zollinger what information I could about missions 
to Roumania, Bulgaria and Poland • . 

2 . As re6J.rcs R.oumania, Mr . MacLclland, ·tfar Hefug-oc Board (formerly 
a worker in tl:u Frienis I Service Committee), s3.id that approximately ono million 
people needed relief . The Zionists claim th::i.t of tho9e 50,000 are Jc•,.-s who 
have no economic future in tho _country and should be settled elsewhere (i . e . 
Palestine) . Ho said that tho Russian authorities were · permitting voluntary 
relief societies to fun~tion in Rounania, but were r:iot giving then any help . 

I . Proposed Conference - School for Child Welfare in Switzerland 
Dr . Fcrcl 1s scheme 

I reported to Mr . Tylor tho.t the Hoo.1th, lfolfare and Displaced- Persons 
Divisions were interested in the scheme, of which ho had already sent o.n out-
line to E . R. O., for holding in the spring in Switzerland a conference- school,. 
lasting some we_cks , of soci.::i.l workers concerned w:i. th tho rehabili tntion , 
particularly on the psychological sido , of children suffering from effects of war . 

Mr . Tyler doubts whether this scheme vr.i..11 come :to much . The Dr . Forcl ·who 
is promoting it is not the famous Dr . Forol , but his son, and Mr . Tyler is not 
impressed by his ability . He will , hovvever, keep E .R. O. informed as to 
devuloppents . 
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J. Medical and Welfare Personnel 

V'Je were informed from several sources that among the 100,000 displaced 
persons in Switzerland there are quite a number of qmlified doctors, and some 
nurses and social vv0rkers. Nono of these are allowed to work at their pro­
fessi ons except for a few who are attending their compatriots in their places 
of internment. Many of them are being re-trained in other occupations . We had 
the impression that the Swiss authorities vmuld bo quite willing to let these 
doctors et . volunteer for profess.ional work under UNHRA: it is for E.R.O. to 
take tho initiative. 

K. Swiss Relief Personnel 

1. Dr. Olgiati, executive head of tho t1Don Suisse" (soe separate section 
under that heading), said that in h:i.s personal capacity he had received some 
hundreds of applications from Swiss persons wanting to do roliof vmrk outside 
Swi tzorland. These included doctors , nurses and wolfo.re workers . l,lany have 
taken special courses in relief work lasting 3-6 uonths. 

2. He believed that many of those workers are highly qualified; he ought 
to bo a good judge, for he himself worked in the Civil ·1Jar in Spain and has 
considerable other experience . He says there is a widespread desire on the 
part of Sv;:i.ss people to r.1ake their contribution to post-war relief; most ·would 
prefer to viOrk in Alliod cou..--itries or for Allied displaced persons in Germany; 
some nould go reluctantly, but from a sense of duty, to ·work for Germans in 
Germany (this concerns SHAEF rather than UNRRA). 

3. If the situation develops that a large number of displaced parsons 
congregat.e on the German-Swiss fronth:r (see section B), these workers night 
be willing and might be allowed by tho Swiss Govorni"llent to vrork just outside 
tho Swiss frontier oven before the Allied ar;ni.__s take over this territory. 
(This would be a matter for decision by the Swiss themsel vcs; obviously UNRPJ1. 
could not invite them to go there before the end of hostilities in that aren) . 

They could certainly be used on the Swiss-French border. 

4. We ;nado no commi tme!].t on bohalf of UNRRA. w:i. th regard to tho employment 
of Swiss personnel, except to say that we would send a copy of .. the- job 
specification for Assembly Cantre toAms to Dr . Olgiati through hir . Tyler. 
However, we recommend that the policy on this matter be dccidod and a notifi­
cation sent to Mr . Tyler as soon as possible as to whether or not UNHRA is 
likely to need any of these offers of service. 

5. Mr . Ferrazino, of the Intern.:1tional Rad Cross Committee staff, s2.id 
that his organization have no Svr:i.ss or other personnel ·available for relief 
or Assembly Centre teams. 

L. Displaced Persons - Connunications and Tracing Rolativos , Miscellaneous Points 

The following points arose in tho course of talks with Intornational Rod 
Cross Officcrs:-

1. All infornation about a displaced parson or a r:i.i..ssing relative 
should be recorded, whether it cones fron official or unofficial 
sources. Tho source should always be stitcd, so as to indicate the 
trustworthiness of the record. Info.rri1ation of an indirect nature 
(e.g. A says "I vras told by B that C was in such a place .on such a 
datet1) should be so recorded (on C's card, with particulars of where 
A and B'may found, if further enquiry fron them is needed). 

2. Tracing of Polish Nationals 
are in touch with 

The International Rod Cross Comnittoe 

(a) Mr. Kolat,.Polish Red Cross in London 

(b) Polish (7 Rod Cross) in Cairo 
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(c) Union des Patriotes .?olonais, rue Shah ?oza, Tehcrany Iran . 

(a) and (b) hav0 records of most Poi.es_ 9i.-s2J_acQq .Q:\l.tsi<fu . .Poland 
and. u . s . s .n. 

(d) cari establish contact vv:i.th Polos in Poland and with raany Polos now 
in u.s . s .R. · · 

Any enquiries ·about .!:'oles· should be cl:j._rectcd to the Intern.:i.tional Red Cross 
Co.r.rrnittee, Geneva, vrho will forward then to the appropriate agency-. The enquiry 
should state whether tho individual enquired for is beli.evcd to be in Pol2nq, 
in-u.s.-s.R., or in some other country. 

3. Notification of deaths to International Rod Cross 

It is strongly urgud that all National Tracing Bureaux. should sorrd to tho 
International Red Cross Committee, Genova, particulars of thE.. dJath ·of u:r1y _ 
person who (a) is displaced outside his own nation.:.1.l boundaries, or (b) die~ 
ii:. his owr. country but has some member · of his family displaced cuts.ide that 
country. 

4. New Card P .10027 . The Internatiorl.'.ll Red Cross Cammi tteo are on the 
point of producing a new version of the Registration/Enquiry card P.10,027 • . 
It -vii.11 be a double card, and both halves will be sent to Geneva. The purpo_se 
of the double ·card is that, on arrival in Geneva, one half of the card will be 
filed in tho card indGx under the name of th0 enquirer, and tho other half urrder 
the nane of the person enquired for. 

It is not at present intended to distribute the new card to co1.u1trics of 
the United Nations, since most of those are believed to have stocks of tho 
present · card P . 10 . 027 bis. The nevi' double card will bo issued to displaced 
persons in Assembly Cantres in Gern-:rny if and vrhen permission is given by tho 
rn.:i.li tary authorities . 

Vfuen ready, 20 samples will be sent to Mrs , Nicholls , Displaced Persons 
1livision, E .R. 0 ., for distribution to the various National Tracing Bur·omi,x. 

5 •. Technical Suegostions - list of First Names . 

The International Red Cross have found it necessary to cor,1pilc a list of 
first nanos (prenorns) in various languages ·vri th their F'rench oqui valents . It 
is oft~m found that different members of a fo.nily spol1. the first no.me of a 
particular rehtive in different ways; and of course anyone name, o . g . Peter, 
is spelled differently in difforont languages. Twenty copios of this list ar0 
being sent to Mrs . Ni chollas , Displaced Persons Division, E.H.0., for distribution 
to National Tracing Bureaux, in case they may find t he idea useful. 

1:ie asked the I . R. C. to send to E.R.o. from time to timo any othor sug­
gestions connected with the technical running of the card index, so thJ.t we 
might p3.ss these on to National Tracing Bureaux. 

6. Extension of Red Cross Postal Messages . 

(a) Baltic States It is now possible Postal Messagos (25 words) to 
Latvia, Esthonia .:i.nd Lithuania through the International Red Cmss CoP.lirritt;_;c, 
Geneva. They travel vio. Tehcrun, a.nd will therefore tako sonc tinie to arr:Lvc . 

(b) Not long ago the Gorman Government agreed to accept Rod Cross Postal 
Mos sages for ciYilians interned in concentration carn.iJS, etc . In view of the: 
fact, how0vcr, that tho r0sidents in nany, j_f not most of those camps"~re being 
moved in vi0w o·f tho dcvE:-lop1:1ents in the fighting, it is doubtful whothor this 
concession can be inplcE0nted to any large extent . 
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M. Publicity for UNRRA in Switzerland 

1. Mr . Tylor has raado available to Journalists and others who have a 1)proachod 
h:1m any information about UNRRA which roached him from E .R.O. in a fom suitable 
for publication . He will bo glad to distribute anything rnore that may be sent 
him from time to time. 

2~ To. . pnrt1c-uJ..ar.; he wants six copies of all the resolutions passed at the 
Montreal Conference. 

J. Mr . Tyler said that sympathotic and well-informed articles on UNRRA. had 
appeared in the Swiss papers circulating in influential business and political 
circles. A leading Socialistic paper, Die T~t, vnth a larger but less re­
sponsible circle of readers , had been highly critical. Mr . MacLelland, War 
Refugee Board, said there was greater need for publicity among Sniss private 
(voluntary) societies, who were critical through ignorance. 

N. , Conr:iunications between Mr . Tyler and E .R. O. 

1. I gave Mr . Tyler tho notes by Mr . Parnis on transrd.ssion of cables etc ., 
and emphasised tho necessity for Mr . Tylor to repeat to London ny cable sent 
to Yiashington . 

2. I asked Mr . Tyler to repeat to UNRR.A Paris. any cor:ir:mnication soht to E .R. O. 
concurning displaced persons . Tho P2.ris Office ,d.11 pass this on to 1'fir . 
Youngdahl for the infomation of SHiiEF. 

O. Confcronco of Gernan Displaced Persons in Svdtzorland 

Mlle . Forriore , of the International Rc.:d Cross Com:littoc, and t;ir . 
MacLelland, War Refugee Bo3.rd, gave us accounts of a conference, held last 
week of r epresentat:Lves of Gori:1an displaced persons in Switzerland . · 

Tho item of most significance to UNRRA was that, c,n the questL1n of 
whether or not they wished to return to Gen:iany _aft2r the end of hostili tics, 
opinion was di vidod into three sections :-

(a) German-Jews with no particular political 3.ffiliG.tion vrcre 
definitely unvrilling to return. 

(b) Cotinunists and other political exiles· (not being Jovrs) equ:i.lly 
definitely wish to return 9.nd help to build a new Germany in co­
operation with tho rest of the world. 

(c) Jews who aro also Com,:iunists wish to return in tho same way as 
(b) • 

• 

It was · cstinated that class (a) (thos o unwilling to return to Gcr,-;iany) 
informed about 25% of the total number of Germ3.n displaced persons, and it 
was thought that _the same proportion would hold gcod for displaced Germans in 
other countries . 

The opinion was oxprosscd. that arnong Austrian displ:iced persons rather. 
less than 25% would be unvd.lling to return. 
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APPENDIX A 

MINUTZS of the meeting of Mlle . FERRIERE , member of the ICRC and Messrs . 
CARTER and YOUNGDAHL of the Displaced Persons Division of the UNRRA on the 
6th of Febr.uary 1945 in Geneva : 

Present: Mlle . FERRIERE, Mer.iber cf the ICRC 
Mr . EYRE CARTER ) 
Mr . YOUNGDAHL ( UNRRA 
Mr . ROYALL TYLER ) 
Mlle . STRAHIER ) Managing Board of the 11Agence _ 
Mr . THUDICHUM ( Centrale des Prisonniers de 

Guerre • 11 

Mr . CART'.iill gives a brief account of the present arrangements r.iade by 
UNRRA with regard to the fo.cilities to be extended during the early phase 
to Allied Nationals found in Assembly Centres in Gemany . 

The various points nay be surn.med up as follows : 

1. A postcard will be placed at the disposal of all Allied Nationals 
in Assembly Centros · during tho pre- repatriation period . This . 
postcard will contain three printed sentences and is to be sent, 
only to knovm addresses in the hor.1ccountry. 

2 . There vdll be a residi um of non- ropatriable and statloss persons 
who will not be allowed to use this card nor to make any inquiries 
during this early phase . 

It nay also happen that a man r~aving a homo address where to 
send a postcard nay know o. nember of his family t.o have been 
deported. Ho will not be able to make an inquiry during the 
pre- repatriation period, but will have to await his return . 
home . The inquiry will then be directed to his National Tracing 
Bureau vrho will endeavour to solve the case with the help of the 
information available and open investigations if any clue exists . ' 

Mlle . FERRIERE asks ho,1 i:rnch tir.ie is likely to elapse before Geneva is 
notified of such cases and Mr . CARTER replies that this will be done 
whenever no results have been achieved . 

... ' ~ 

Mlle . FERRIERE however expresses the wish that Genova might be i:r.:i­
mecliatoly advised by the despatch of a duplicate card in the following cases : 

a) If there is no inforr.1ation available in the National 
Tracing Bureau; , 

b) If the person sought for is beliovod to be cut side 
his national boundaries , 

c) If either of the parties cc,n~erned is not a perr1anent 
resident of the ccuntry where the inquiry originates .. 

The ICRC docs not want duplicates of cards referring to persons dis­
placed within their national boundaries , ,but is of opinion that "Inter­
nationally Dispersed" cases (1) should be sent to Geneva without delay, 
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It is also agreed upon that in the event of a solution being found 
in the National Tracing Bureaux, Geneva should be informed that the case 
may be considered as closed. 

Mr. CARTER agrees to recommend points a), b) and c) to all National 
Tracing Bureaux. 

Reverting to point 2), statless and non-repatriable persons con­
stituting the rosidium, it is agreed upon after discussion: 

a. that Mr. YOUNGDAHL will endeavour to obtain the agreer.ient 
of SHAEF to have Pl0027 cards placed at the disposal of 
this category of persons as soon as they have been trans­
ferred to a semi-perr.ianent camp. 

b. that the ICRC will provide the cards and deliver then when 
required. 

In fact the whole question of rendering the International Red Cress 
Pl0027 card accessible to all inmates of ;~ssembly Centres will be taken 
up with SHAEF. 

3. Mr. CARTER brings up the question of notification of address to 
inquirers and it is decided to proceed ns follows: 

If two persons, "A" and 11B11 are looking for each other and a 
"concordance" is effected in our card inclex, both parties are 
to be sir:mltane0usly inforr:1cci of each other I s address. 

Should however a third party 11 c11 inquire for either "A" or 
11 B11 and the infornw.tion requested be available in our card 
index, it is so co1innunicated to the inquirer only with the 
expressed consent cf the inq~rec. 

The ICRC is in full agreement with this point of ·viow and 
has issued to this effect general adamant rules which are 
to be applied immediately in all its civilian sections. 

(1) Inquirer and Inquirce being away from their usual residence, unable 
to return there unaided, in different colLntries and in doubt as to 
each other •s whereabouts. 

Mr. THUDICHUM r:ientions the necossi ty of obtaining lists of deceased 
persons in order to conplete our information on Internationally Dispersed 
Persons and it is decided to apply for such lists to the National Tracing 
Bureaux or other sources. 

Problems regarding children who are too young to know their ovm 
identiy are then discussed from various points of view and the decision 
is taken to follow the matter closely in the noar future. 

452819 



Tyler to UNRRA "i:h.-..shington 

c/o Americ.'.l.Il Legation, Berne, 
March 12, 19)-1-.5 . 

by the Office Central du Don Suisse , nnd 9ontnining a review 

this organis::i.tion I s activity up to the end of Febrrory . 

I rove b een requested by the Don Suisse to emphasize 

tho fact that this Bulletin is prep::i.rod exclusively for tho 

use of the members of tho Don Suisse Comrni tto8, and th-:>. t the 

information contained in it is not for publication . Were you 

to wish to use any of this information for any report intended 

for unrostrictod circulo.tion, I would request you to inform mo , 

previously, so that I may ascertain th.1. t tho Don Suisse ms no 

objection . 

Royctll Tyler • 

1 copy has beon sent to UNRRA London. · 
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11 Don Suisse 11 for the Viutims of Viar 
Info r mation Bulletin from t he Centr al Oifice 

'No . 1 

What is the 11 Don Suisse "? ' 

The Don Suisse is not a federal agency any more than it is a monopoly 
of relief services abroad . On the contrary i t seeks to utilize private 
initiative and it supports , by gr:ants of funds , the vwrk of the entr 1aide 
and other existi ng l ocal committees . 

The Don Suisse is in the first place a coordinating center . It in­
vestigates the .situation of the civilian population in the r.sgions devastated 
by the war , It furnishes private organizations with matE-ria1s they need , 
makes arrangements with federal bureaus and prevents the waste of energy 
which would be caused if two groups were trying to accomplish the same thing . 

Faithful to its nE'utrality, the.Don Suisse cannot affiliate with UNhltA, 
but it maintains .official relations vri th that groat organization which might 
be called upon to expand in :the very near futUJ"e , It works :in collaboration 
with the different branches of the International ftcd Cross . 

The means at the dispos2l of the Don Suisse are very meager compc:red 
with the needs . The following principles will thereforE guide its activi­
t i es : 

1) T.hc geogr aphic situation of Switzerland permits her to bring aid 
during the period between the cessation of hostilities and the, E.XrivJ.l of 
suppl iE s from oversea9• This &id will be limited to liberated countries . 

2 ) The aid given by the Don Suisse must fir st of all benefit our 
neighbors . 

3) T,he assistance of the Don Suisse can also represent a sort of 
sponsorshi p of the countries to whom we arc bound by strong historic and 
cultural ties . 

L.) Each operation must be envisaged in a spirit of absolute ,iustice ; 
aid.is given wherever the sufforing is greatest • 

. 
While UNRRA undertook the t2sk of br inging, on the one hand , urgent 

·relief (Relief ) and on tho oth..::,r the task of "setting things going 2gdn" 
(Rehabilit2tion) the Don Suisse particul2rly intends to protect the victims 
of wo.r from hunger , cold and epidemics . The grFatest possible number of 
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human lives must be saved; . the: greatest possible number of unfortun2.te 
people must be enobled to take .up their work under normal conditions . 

How is relief carried out ? 

The Don Suisse usually works through the medium of the large mutual 
aid orgc::nizations (Swiss Red Cross , Oeuvre Suisse d 1entr 1aide ouvriere , . 
Union Suisse de ch['rite 11Caritas~ Commission d I entr 'cdde et de reconstruction 
des Eglises, etc . ) and other committees which have been formed in certain 
cities and cnntons . 

The organiz2 .. tions to which Don Suisse funds may be granted mu ,,t present 
sufficient 0,1arantees of th;:3 seriousness vrl th which they rrill accomplish 
their work; and distribution must bi::: done without political or other con­
sideration . The organization thnt calls on the Don Suisse for help must 
submit d·etcdled .::i_lans- and a budget to the Central· Of flee . 

After fi.nding out whe_re aid can be given it submits the projf-'ct to the 
Executive_ Corrimi ttee who . may grant or refuse the iunds reque sted , 

The_ contribution of the Don Suisse consists of supplies delivered, or 
eventually of payment in money. if it is necessary to s6nd specil1lists such 
as doctors, technicians, social workers, etc ~ ThE Don Suisse concerns it­
self with the request for expor t p€:rmits , regulDtes ·the question of trans­
port2tion and it also maintains relations with foreign authori tic::s . 

Ther.e are Ccses vrher.s the Don Suisse itself proposes a specific opera­
tion 211d takes cli:rge of it ._ 

Orgnnization 

Und\r the National Commi tt'ce of thE Don Suisse , presided over by 
Y,r. Wetter , former Federal Councillor , the Executi v2 Committee directs 
the work . 

The practicc.l oper ations 2re· entrusted to tho Central Office v:hose 
chief is Mr . Rodolfo Olgiati , Schauplatzgc.ssi 39 , Berne , Under the Centr-al 
Office are the following • scction_s : 

1. The Relief Section examines the· prop.Jsals emanating from the 
Entr 1Aide and sees that they aro cc.rrisd out . Its chief is Mr . Carl A. Egger , 

2. The Commercial Service under· the, direction of Mr . U. V. Benziger 
i s in ch;3.rg_e of purcho.ses which ore· made through the proper .fedc:ral offices 
( OGIF, OGA ). ·Each bill is countersigned by the Price Control Office before 
it is paid by the Commercial ' Serv1ce , 

3, The Personnel Section receivE:is the 2.pplic2.tions of those who wish 
to put themselves &t the disposal of th.E Don Suis.s.e .- It works in collabora­
tion with the organizers of courses in social work. 
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4. The Fund Raising Section, BergstrD.sse 29 , Zurich , organizes the 
fund raising drives in the whole of Switzorl,md . It includes sections on 
press and propagando. . Its director is Hr . E. A. Graf . 

5. Tht• Documents Service , _di:r0cted by Mr.. R. J aque'):, , keeps ther.1 in­
formed of the needs of' regions requiring 2ssistance . 

6 . The Information Service under the dircctio'n 'Jf r,{r . A. h . Lindt 
informs the puElic on the nc:,ture and the plans of thr Don Suisse and on 
the relief it supplies . It 2.1.so keeps the Centrsl Qffj_ce inforr.Ied on public 
opinion . 

The reL:i..tions it maintains with the different exicting organj_zations 
does avwy vlith the necessity of the creation of a cor:1;:il ic0t.-:.d Ddrr.inistrative 
machinery by the Don Suisse itself . The diffrr ,·nt sen ic(oS novr 0:xrating 

,in Berne employ 25 vrork1,;.;rs 2nd the fond- rE•ising- d.cpartf'.lE.nt •"·n:ple,ys 32 
pE:ople . 

The Relief ServicPs of be Don Suisse 

I. France 

Different regional committees have gj_ven assi:::t,::nce to the people 1.ho 
live t:',long the border, :,cti:n_::_; as precursors of the D,m Suisse . These hf,ve 
already donE: the follov:ing : 

1. The Basle Cammi ttee gave lodt~ing in H::n:te Alsace to civilian 
refugees ·c1i) se to the border . Medical supplies were distributed at Mulhouse . 

2 . Two tons of po-rdered milk 'Here sent to tht. children of Marseille . 

3 , Five tons of hooks and five terns of nails hc,ve be.en put at the 
di.spositi:m of the people of Maurienne by the Union Suisse de Charite 
11Caritas 11 to repair . tbe rcofs of-thei1· houses . 

4. L1 0euvre suisse d ' entr ' !=lide ouvriere (w::Jrkers l'iutu2l oid) ,to which 
the Don Suisse :Jave funds , h2s be.en able to k0ep its cantc,cns operating in 
the Berliet factories at LyJn where it t:1ktis Cc.re -o f yotmg pe::plG znd !."1e.s 
e~tcnded its octivitics t -'l the S:Jmu2. foct:::rr·ies and t:J ·the empJ .. JyN,·s of the 
P . T. T. (Post, Telephone, Tde;~rc:ph Co. ) 18 tons of food have· beGn furnished 
for this purpcsc by the. Den Su:Lsse, and· cLthes have befn distributed to 
families vrho havC: n,) ,~c ::tGs oi ' supp ~rt:, ' 

5. A medical mission frmn the Swiss Hed Cross he.s boen sent into 
Normandy nnd Brittany . l'Jurseries ·,rith children's 
opened in the cities of LeHavre, Caen o.nd Brest . 

dispensaries hPvc been 
Ec:1ch 'troup is furnished 
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with equipment which permits it to be self- sufficient ; that i _s , they .:::.re 
given barracks , ,md all necessary· equipment and medical supplies . 

6. Thirty- five . tubercul ous French students were received at Lcysj_n 
by the Ccnt!'e d 1Accucil of the j_ntc.'rn2tiond university sanitarium,, 

' 
7. The C--:n'!r.:.-:-te,' ,:if the Jura region to aid the boir.bcd out m·c:.::is o.f B6l.fort 

and Monthel: t'f .l 1· :iS sent 9 t-:ms of food and medical supplies 2.nd 40 tons of 
apples t -.J two ~,,,. cnch Si ties, This shipment cl so included building t,~ paper , 
oiled paper,etc. 

8. Twenty- five wagons of apples were sent to the city of Marseille whore 
t:iey will be distributed by the Swiss lied Cross in coJpcr.::iti-Jn vrith the 
Mc.r SE1ille c,u thor:i_ tiG s . 

The follow:.n6 opt~I'c=-.tions , for which funds h.:.we un.c:.1..iy been 1)btained, 
are now in preparation : 

➔!-1. To help ~he inhabi tcmts of Vcrcors rebuild their houses , the 
Swiss Red Cross is. sendj_ng them l+O wagons full of wood , metchinery with 
which to vrork it , and tools . 8",viss mechanics v:ill 60 along to help set up 
the machinery . 

~t--2 . The Bo.sle Cammi ttee Y~-ill open canteens in I-InutE.~- itlsnce ~ 

'-::-3 . The Union Suj_ss_e de Charite is going to furnish the sinj_stres in 
the region cf the Moselle food, medicril supplies , clothes .:md building 
ml1 terL::ls . S:Jcic1.l workers will lo0k c.1ftcr the children . 

-l!-4 . The Red Crass "'.vill open c2nteens on the Ri vi(:ra f ,)r th•c:. distribu­
ticm of milk . This vrill rco.ch 10, 000 childrc:m and vrill last J months . 

-,,5 . The Swiss-· SJciE'.t:y s f Qµ21rnrs v-rill send throe huts to Norrr:and.y 
which will be used ;:,s workshsps fJI' sewing and c.~rpentry . 

➔!-6 ._ The Commission d I entr 1 2.ide et de rccanstruct:i.-:m des Eglises will 
send 10 huts to lodge the hJmcless on the La Manche CJast . 

➔!-7 . The 08uvre Suisse d I cmtr r ,Ji.de Juvricre w:i.11 extend the:· r,ork begun 
at LyJn to St , Etienne . 

-:c8 . The C•;mi te vaud-Jis' d I Dide c:tu Depo.rtm,mt du ,Tur a has r, .. ci:.:i vcd funds 
t o assist a particubrly badly struck vill_agc . It will c:;.lso send barracks., 
cl:-thes and medical supplies into .J ther 1':lcaJ.itfos . 
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➔~9 . The Swis s hed Cross will send 2 huts for canteens v,hich th,0 y will 
open at V2.lance and LePouzin. Clothes and medici.~l supplies will be distrib­
uted . 

II. Belgium 

Th~ Swiss lied Cr:::iss has inste.lled 2.t Mcrxem (Antwerp), Kessel- LoJ , 
Tournai, .Angleur (Liege) and St . Ghislain (Mons) dispensaries for mothers 
and children t o whJm 156 tons of food and medical SU:?Plies have been 
distr ibuted. 

A r est at Leysin is also planned fo r 50 Belgian students • 

. ·· I.II. . Hol land 

Although Holland is not one cf the countries thet is a neighbor of 
Syvitzerland and although the war ho.s mt yet left her territ:;ry, her f:)Jd 
situotion and the cultural Ues which unite her v,ith 'JUr cJuntry justify 
t.he c:id which has been E;i ven her. Swi tzcrland was , m~reJve:r, the •)nly 
c.,untry whJ could f-!,O in . 

1. The first prJject wr.s c :inceived by a cJmmittec in Baslc . It w;;:s 
a p l e.n. to send, food to R)tterdam by the hJat 11T2.r.iina . 11 But the milikry 
situation prevented the realization rJ f that plnn . The cc1r60 )f the 11Tc'.lffiina", 
215 tons of .food and medical supplies, vms then st:nt acr::iss Bcl~ium in c2re · 
-o f the Mixed _Coinm,ission Jf the Intornational Hed Cross t ::> the liberc.ted 
parts 0f H)1land .where .these supplies were distributed by the Dutch Hed Cross , 

. _2 ~ _The cargo 11Henry ·Dunant 11 lqft Lisbcin on January 26, l.145 , 

· It was l0adecj. with 4, 85b terns of food vrhich h2.d been taken from the 
stocks of Swi.ss merchandise in warehcuscs j_n Por tugo.l 1'lhich could net at 
thc.1t .time be t r: anspor ted t) · Svritzerland . On bot0.rd the ship there was a 

. del egate of the Inter natbnd Red Cross Com!!littee . The 11Henr y Dunant 11 

reached the Swedish port G~teb)rg on 13 February and then went b the 
Dutch port Delfzij 1. The distr:i.butiJn Jf this f:nd t:, the ci v-llinn popula­
tion of occupied H.illand is to be don~ by Swiss people living in HJlland . 

3 . The Don Suisse t0uc;ht the !1iixed Co1:!;.iiss:l.on 2670 tons of cereals 
whi .ch were. in worehouses -in Germany . That shipment permitted S00 , 000 

. inhabitants of the cities •J f Amsterdam cmd Rotterdam to '.)btain f )r ::me month 
a supplemen_t;;iry bread ration ::>f ·210 grams . There , t -Jo , thE~ Swiss in 1blland 
were charged with the distribution . · 

4. Then, after the Mixed C0rnmisdon has assured itself of the 
possibility of shipping by train to Jm1sterdair. , the DJn Suisse will arrange 
for another shipment of 190 tons ccnsisting ::- f medic al supplies fr:·m the 
American lied Cr'.)SS and of f ,y::d b-:iught a l .:mg time ago fJr Holland . 
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These supplies will be distributed., ·by a Dutch organizati rn under the c-mtrol 
of Swir.,s people in Holland and of a delegate of the Intcrnationo.l hod Cross . 

Fund-raising by the Don Suisse 

. -In var-i6us w3ys, the fund.:..ro.ising campc1isn of the D:)n Suisse appeals to 
all classes ,J f Swiss people and .re2.ches Dll ·groups. A great number of 
activities were-undertaken to rcc:.ch the pecple :1f .:tll leveJ.s of s,cic::ty and 
to ar'Juse interest from the top t •) the bJttom of tbe s·1cial scale . 

The Don du Travail (WGrkers I Donati:)n) collects tho contrj_buti::ms of 
the w;:irkers and the employees who give 2, 5 or 10 frcncs deducted frcm 
thEir weekly salary for several weeks and .for which they get r eceipt-stamps. 
The Don do l 1Ec·:nnmie approaches all large businesses (banks, insurance 
c-:impanies, business h:rnses); it is expected that V-1cse will 7.ive 1% of 

.. their net pr0fits and l~~ '.)f their capital. Th2 D)n de le crunp.s ,~·ne ( C Juntr-:r 
Don2tion) will be a gift in kind N'hose size will dep,~nd on the next cr-,)ps . 
A],sJ the D,J ns de 1 1 Artisanat qt du ,Comm0rce de Detail ( Dona tir)n of the 
Craftsmen :md reto.il business men) will be in kj_nd rather thc:n in m)ney . 
The Don des Arts (Dorn1ti;:in of the i~rts) will g2thcr together t,H.: -works of 
•Jur n:r;tists,. bo,::,ks with c,uthors I inscriptions and manuscripts wn_ich 1-;ill 
pr.::bably ·be put in a lottery. The Don des JOOO C'.)mmunes (D::m2.tion of the 
3000 communes). D.nd the Don des 25 Cant·:ms (Donati.:m of the 25 cank-ns) v;ill 
include ·the -subscriptions. v:ited by the auth.:irities :) f the cant Jns and the 
communes ; In. the schJols they vrill c.ollect the DJn de 12 Jeunesse (Y0ung 
Peoples' DJnation); a .small b-::0klet will cive inf::irm;:iti0n ,m thl::-"senices 
rencfored by each pupil . The yJung peJple will D.ls•J .sid in the sale ,_,f 
bc1.dgcs~ The DJn des SJ.ciettis :i"~quosts -that E', collection bJx be plc.ced in 
the '.)ffices and that p2rties be 2.rranged f)r the benefit of tho Don Suisse . 
A pon Suisse abroad is also planned . . The P .T.T . (P,Jst, Telephone, Tell;-[;raph 
C'J . ) h.:tve issued stnmps f Jr tl:.e victims of ,7ar , purchase ~f whici1 wiJ.l con-'­
stitute the Don des Philatelistes . On the Jrd and 4th '.)f March there vrill 
be a country-wide sale of badges . The Acti ':in des B:-;los de Lait )f the Swiss 
Red Cr,) ss(Hilk fund for Children) planned for next May will this ye2r be 
dev ·. ted to thE= D-:m Suisse. A Prayer Servic.e t, be held )n 1~rmistice Day 
is beir1g arranged . : The blue contributi ::m sheet will brinz in l.arg0 dona­
tions inspired by the rcadinc Jf rmr pmnphht to which it is att:Jched and 
a special lett:er urges the most affluent Swiss pc•)ple t"J particip:,te in 
the Don Suisse by making lan;e cpntribi.;.ticns . 

-~~ ' -;~- ➔f ~~ -:: -~:- ~~ 
. . . 

The , Documentati,)D. bervice 0f the Don Suisse w-::mld be grc:d:,sful if 
people returning fr ,Jm abr-;;id w-:-,uld kindly get in t ·:mch with it 2nd ~ive it 
j_nfJrmation on conditions in c ·Juntries throu;_·h vrhich thE-v havo trc":.velled . 
The D.-:: cumentation Service is at Laupenstross; 9, Berne . ~Tel. 2, 74, 14. 

-"- .!'~ .H • . • H. _\(: .a. .!'~ 
I\ I\ I\ I\'" I\ I\ 

,cWe ask yo"u plec1se nJt to speak of these activ:i.ties since they hc.ve not 
.yet been annJunced to the press~ 

452602 
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