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18 February 2016 

Dear Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 

It is a fantastic moment for the international community as we review the outcomes of this 
month's Syria Donor Conference in London - co-hosted, as you know, by Germany, Kuwait, 
Norway, UK and the United Nations - where pledges were made to make education available 
for over 1 million Syrian refugees. The business sector played its part, stepping up in our 
Global Business Coalition for Education initiative which brought together $75 million in private 
sector commitments in just a few short weeks. 

The demonstration of the private sector's eagerness to engage in taking action at the Syria 
Donor Conference is a proof of concept that untapped energy and resources are available in 
the private sector to make a difference in the education of young refugee children and 
youth. The success from last week lays the groundwork for a stronger international 
commitment to education in crisis which will come at the World Humanitarian Summit in 
Istanbul in May 2016. 

GBC-Education is committed to arriving at the World Humanitarian Summit with even larger 
set of commitments to education in humanitarian contexts. It seems like that our coalition will 
cross the $100 million mark in commitments to announce at the Summit and we are also 
coordinating with our founding members like Western Union and Pearson who are making 
additional commitments beyond education to refugee support. We plan to launch a new 
global platform and financing mechanism for education in crisis that can follow up on 
commitments, and, importantly, report on the on-the-ground delivery to people in need. 

On behalf of the GBC-Education board, I would. like to invite you to make some 
remarks to an esteemed group of Ministers, CEOs and other high-level representatives 
from governments, business and foundations at the GBC-Education Breakfast Event 
on Monday 23 May, 2016 at 7:00 am to kick off the World Humanitarian Summit. The 
event will be held at the Hilton Bosphorous Istanbul in the main Ballroom. This is 
located just a very short walk directly to the opening plenary session of the summit. 
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Secretary-General, given the very great pressure on your diary, we would be delighted 
to accommodate arrangements to suit you and ensure your prompt arrival at the main 
plenary session that follows the breakfast. As we have successfully achieved a similar 
outcome with our events in the past (for example, during UNGA week), perhaps it 
might suit you to attend just for 5-10 minutes to address the audience at the 7am start, 
or we can adapt our schedule to suit your availability at any point in the program up to 
7.45am/8am. 

Your office can reach me personally on sbrown@gbc-education.org or via my 
colleague Fiona Duggan on fiona@theirworld.org. 

Over the past few years, we have worked together to achieve much for education for the 
most marginalized under your leadership at the United Nations. And in May, we will be on the 
verge of a major turning point in the international community. We would be proud to stand 
alongside you at this moment. 

Please do also thank Mrs Ban for her kindness in meeting me in London during the Syria 
Pledging Summit. It was a huge pleasure as always to see her and I very much enjoy the 
friendship we have. Gordon joins me in sending you both our very best wishes. 

With all good wishes, 

Sarah 'Brown 
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Fw: Letter of invitation to Ban Ki-Moon for Turkey 23 may 2016 
GBC-Education breakfast 
SGCentral to: Maria Chacon 22/02/2016 09:15 AM 
Sent by: Jill Annitto 

----- Forwarded by Jill Annitto/NY/UNO on 22/02/2016 09:14 AM-----

From: 
To: 
Cc: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Dear Jill, 

Mark Seddon/NY/UNO 
SGCentral/NY/UNO@UNHQ 
Jill Annitto/NY/UNO@UNHQ, Ruxandra Ferascu/NY/UNO@UNHQ 
22/02/2016 05:29 AM 
Letter of invitation to Ban Ki-Moon for Turkey 23 may 2016 GBC-Education breakfast 

Please find attached an invitation from Sarah Brown, on behalf of the Global Business Coalition for 
Education for the Secretary-General to attend a high level breakfast event and deliver remarks ahead of 
the opening of the World Humanitarian Summit in Istanbul in May. 

Please let me know that you have received this safely. I have copied in Ruxandra since there is a request 
for remarks, as mentioned. 

Hope all is well! 

Yours, 

Mark 
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-Ban Ki Moon letter GBC-Education 18 Feb 2016 .pdf 


