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As_I _\Vrite this letter, SO!Tie. 27 people a.re traveling on tw.9 boats jn_ the_gi:r.t::9t!ol! of.!h~ 
Gaza..~~triP.,..JY!lh Jh~ J~!l!t~.d..inteQt_io_n_ of viol_<}ting Isra~J'.~- -l}<lva.l l,J!ocka.d~ _()f.th~ .. . ~~~~­
Repo@_.in._djg_~t~ .Jb.aLthese.Jlo.ats. s.e.t .. sail fi:om & port ilL.Turkey and . will. a,nive in_ the 
vi9i i!.li.Y of_!h~ _Qa.?;.!L~!.IiP py J4u_r§qa.y evening or Friday m<;>miJlg. 

This attempt to challenge Israel ' s naval blockade of Gaza holds the potential for 
dangerous consequences. Launched under the false pretext of providing humanitarian 
assistance, it is a provocation clearly designed only to serve an extremist political agenda. 

j\_~_Jlw lJ.N'~ f_alme_r Report - ~tatecj clearly, "The naval bl9ckad~_ was imposed as _a 
legit~m<:l1~-~~~\l.rity_ m.~a~mr~_ in grder. to prevent weapons fro1J1 enteJing Gaza by sea and 
_its implementation complied with the requirements of international law." 

. . -·-·-- _., ···· -·· -~--· ~- ---- ' 

Over the past week - as Grad rockets and long-range missiles have fallen on Israeli 
cities, schools and civilians- the clear need for this blockade has been demonstrated once 
again. My government has a fundamental duty to protect its citizens - and prevent 
weapons from reaching the hands of terrorists in Gaza. Therefore, Israel is entitled to and 
will take all necessary measures to prevent violations of its naval blockade. 

I.hS!r~j-~ no_ll~~fQL!hiL'V-.9!Hla.. As is widely known, there are established mechanisms 
by which humanitarian assistance can be delivered to the Gaza Strip, including through 
Israel. The only goods that Israel prevents from entering Gaza are arms, weapons and 
material with dual-use applications - in other words, material that is used to produce 
bombs or other weapons. 

Many international leaders - including heads of state, UN representatives, and a 
majority of Security Council members - have spoken out clearly against these kinds of 
flotillas to Gaza over the past year, emphasizing the need for humanitarian supplies to be 
transferred to the area only through established channels. 

H.E. Mr. Ban Ki-moon 
Secretary-General 
United Nations 
New York 
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In a statement on 27 May 2011, you expressed your belief that "assistance and goods 
destined to Gaza should be channeled through legitimate crossings and established 
channels," making clear that these flotillas "carry the potential to escalate into violent 
conflict." As these boats continue on their course towards Gaza, the need for your 
unequivocal condemnation of this provocation is as clear as ever. 

As the Palmer Report makes clear, "States have a duty to take active steps to warn their 
citizens of the risks involved in running a blockade ... " 

These kinds of actions are particularly troubling in light of the present turmoil in the 
Middle East. r.h~Lin.!~mati.OJJ.i!l .comm_unity must sep.d __ ap ~Il~mbigu.ous JJless(!g~- t_o_ the 
org~!!L~~!S a.~~ p~rticipar,tt~- of t4~s_e provocation~ that_ s_u~~ _il}iti~tiv~~ - <;>~]y _se.rye._ !<lX~i.~e. .. 
~!l_§Jgns i11 ():t.I!. ~~gion! stressing that the appropriate means for transferring humanitarian 
goods to Gaza is through established channels. ~~LJ!l~-~!!e.~~-Jh~_t ~~r~t!li.§. nq~ jntere~t~<:l 
in S.~E..f!.2!?:~':.l.!!g_~-1,._b!lt .. i~.fi:~.!y_qe.t~_f.!!l_~l1e.4 to e11force t~e .ll'!Y<ll !?!()c_~a.Qe gf.tJle. .. Qa.:Za _Sttjp. 

Lwj shJ:_o inJq~ YQl! t.lH!t.~rr .l<!t?Dti£a.l Jett(!r has been sent to .1-J..)j. Mr, Jose_ f.ilip~ Mora.es 
Ca.Qral, fi~~igY.pt .9f!h~ ,.~~c11r.ity_ .Co!J:ncil. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

Y?{s truly, 

( )ct l ') 
R~rosor 
Ambassador 
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