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General swrvey
The average daily production of the Lisburg mdnes in 1946 rose fruva
2,000 tons in January to 31,000 Sorm in Decenber, The highest daily
moduwetion sinoe the liberation was reached on 29th Novesber with an
output of more than 35,000 tons. The total produostion of coal during
1946 amounted to 6,700,000 tons. OFf these nearly 6,300,000 tons were for
domestic conswgption, while about 400.000 tons wore exported.
During 1946 a total of about 1.481.000 tons of antiracite were isported
frou Aswrion and nearly 1.431.000 tens from Germary, in addition Just
over 20,000 tons of anthraegite were imparted fyom Hngland and 250 toms
from Belgiws.
It is the aian %o raise the ooal produstion of the Lisburg mines to 12
million tons per year. For this puwrpese 4 drive has been oruenised to
recrult more young miners. Last yeey sbout 1,000 young Dutelseen were
recruited during such a drive and they produce now sbout 2,000 tors of
ooal per day. 8,000 to 9,000 more are required to bring the produwotion
wp to the level which is necessury to kesp the country reasonsbly well
supplied vith ooal for damestic conswption and indu:trial purpcees.
Owing to the tiwee perdods of severe frost, widch bloocked all inland
water traffio, the distribution of coal tixvughout the country has been
very badly hempered. In addition to the restrictions wentioned in the
“Honthly Report” for Decenber several towns have cut down thedr trem
services and street-lighting, ippeals have been made o the public and
industries to be as cwreful with gas, elootricity and wateor as possible.
Deliveries of househald coal have been slowed down, It is hoped however
to distribute a fimal allocation for heating in the middle of Pebrusry,
Owing to the severe cald and the detericration of conditions in Cermy
the supply of electric ewrent froo Cewmany to Holland has been stopped
for the time being. The delivery of cosl fyom Gemery is also likely to
be disouatimed,

The strikes in America have had fairly severe repercussions, is a result
the flow will beoowe daricer and bekers have been farbidden to sift it
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in erder to produce & curtaln amount of whiter flowr for maiing rolls
eto, , for which thare is a publio decand. As malls are nore expensive,

it would mean that the nread for the poorer people, who oot afford
rolls, would be less nowrighing than if the whale meal flowr iz used,

At the time of the liberation S, A.5.F, sent great quantities of
Ameyican ready wmade soups to Holland, Now that the fool situstion has

8o much improved, those soups are no longer required and the swplus has
been sold to the Nritish Ministry of Food for the Hritish Zone in Germany,

Cne of the most serious shartages in the Netherlands is cdlothing, To
srovide every male porson of more than 1 year of age with one suit and
one coat and every famale parson of more than 1 year of age with one
d@regs and ome cocat sawe 6l million square meters of material is required,
The yearly production of the total Dutah textile industyy ot pressnt
only amousts to 24 million square weters, FPart of this production ia
wed for industrial purposes. Unly o very amll peroentage is eparted,
i.2. wollen naterials 5 1, cotton materdals 0§ | and reyoms 10 /s In
addition to this ready snde dlothes axe exparted to a meximga of 10 /s

This is belng done not enly because of the nsed to aoquire faredign
oxrrenay, but chlefly to cetablish and mmintain foreign trade relations.

A certain amount of oil has been found in a distriot mear Benthedm an
the Germsan fromtier., The area is partly in Hoellsnd and paxtly in Germany.
The exploitation on the German side of the frontier hag not yet reached
the level of produstion of the Dutch oil wells, which is gredully in-
creasing and amounts now to over 10,000 tons per month., The Dutch plans
for a revision of the Dutch-Garman frontier have taken into account the
adjoining Cerman oll fields, which would probably under more intensive
exploitation beoome quite a cusiderable asset to the Dutch econamy.

There is a serious shartage of potassiua fertilisers in the letherlands,
as the country has had to rely entirely oan imparts. Receatly an agressent
was signed with the Frengh authoritiss for the purchase of 58,300 tons of
potassium in Framge and of 81,500 tons from Cermany. An earlier agreesnsnt
with France covered 29,000 tons, which were to be delivered befare 1947.
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“M&-MhhﬂMbﬂnama& The remsining
quantities will be delivered between lot Jammry and lst July 1947,
but of these a considerable propoartion will however be too late for
the harvest of 1947. Other parchases have been made in Peoland and in
Spedn, but thege alow will not be available in time to benefit the
harvest of 19,7,

The position is much better as regaris phosphate fertilisers, as the
Netherlands themmelves have an Lwportant superphosphate industry, whdch
before the war produced not only sufficient for home consuption, but
very large quantities for expart. Fortumtely these industrics have
ot suffered serious war damage,

In order to stimiate the building induntry the Mindstry of Publie
Works and Reconstrustion has authorised certain special mocasures.
Torough thone the State will pay the rent en the differemce between the

cont of dulldirg and the profit made during 10 years, The cost of
building has incressed ccnsiderably and privete bulldsrs and building
socisties are reluctant to expand thelr activitiecs without State
assistange. The Goverment subsidy is paid enly for buildings mot larger
than 500 cubic metern, It is hoped by these means to induce private
enterprise to start bullding, 5o far only the Municipalitios and the
State have been active in this line,

A second comsigmment of glass, colleoted during a drive in Amsterdanm,
has arrived in Zeeland, It consists of 30,000 square meters of glass
and is destined for Middelbuwryg, Flughing and other villages.

From Jamiary 20th - 26th disoussiors took place in The lague betwoen
Dutch, Exglish and American trude delegates, The results of those
Gisgussions did mot quite cow wp to expectations, but some sgreemeuts
have been comnluded, The principel one is an agreamsnt on payments,
widch provides for gullder sccounts which each quarter will be paild
acoording to the wish of the creditor either in &llars or in sterling.
Purther agroesents were signed for the purchase by the letherlands of
certain German goods to the velue of 575.000 dollers, They include
dyes and other articles of wiich there is a shortage in the Netherlands.
Arrangesents have also been mnde for Dutch and Geruan business men to
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mke contacts with regard to the exchenge of semi~findshed goods for
finishing treatnent in the two coumtries, Fuinta on which no agreement
was reached, were the wxpart of vegetables fram Holland to Gemmany,
viiigh e ococoupylng powery were disinclined to restart, as the occonmmioc
position of Carmany ls not such as %o peruit the expense of purchasing
fresh vegetshles, - T™he pecond point was that the hardbours of Rotterdam
and Antwerp should be used for laports into Gormany, The Dritish and
tmerican delegates were sympathetic to the Dutch views, but pointed cut
that the shortege of foredgn cwrengy forved thaa to use German
hardours exslusively for Laports into Germany. The Dutch authorities
however declare:;: “We will contimme to fight for the righta of Rottordam,
wiich without the Gerwmn "Hinte-land” canmot regover~,

On Deomiber 15th the Hinistry of Soclal Affairs at last succeeded in
uniting all the different tracing bureaux which were workdng independent.
ly in Holland, into one National Tracing Burean, The trecing bureaux
included ave the Orfice for winding Up Concentration Camps (Afwikkelinge

burean Conpentraticcwmpen), the Offices for Tracing of Jewish Persons
(Bureaux Opsporing Joodsche Personen) in Amsterdam and at Festerbork
and the Section Tracing of Ex-rulitical Priscners of the Foundatien
1940 = 1945 (Stichting 1940 = 1945). Thay will now all be absorbed inte
the Tracing Buresy of the Netherlands Red Crosse '

In accordance with the recenmt statemsut made by the Dutdi Govermsont
conoerning wiges Wil prices, all trade-margins huve been thoroughly
revised in arder ¢ wrive at a reduction of prices for various
artiales.

The margins for textile products huve been reduced, far the wholesale
aa well as for the retall dealers, to enshle them to lower prices by
£ 10 7, L8, provided that intarnational prices of rew materials do not
rise in U meantine,

Frdces of meta) houssho)d utemsdls have been redused by 10 to 12 %,
1.0, as far ss artidles are conoerned vhich are of primyy interest for
domestic use.
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about 9 7. Prices of lawp shedes have been reduced by 15 5, Just as
those of ymoumsaleaners and wooden icitohen utensils,

da %o gloss and sarthen ware, only those articles classed in a utility
systen have been subjected to price-reductions. These articles, includ-
irg the principal articles for daily we, have undergone a rather
Lportant reduction,

Por sose galvanised housshold utengils as well ss for so-called “wire

articles” prices have been lowered by about 10 7,

Margine on ghoes and furnitwre had ulready been redwed considersbly;
for shoes this reduction smounted to 7 © and for furniture 8) 7.
Further possibilities of revising profit margins as well as the rates
of different kinds of servioces are belng considered,
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w Acoording to the pruvisiomal figures stated by the Cextral Sureau

of Stetistics Luports in Decewber amounted to 1,022,328 toms (sgainst
1,091,066 in November 1946) to the value of 222,9 million guilders
(agairst 238,6 million guilders in Novesber 1946),
The Deceuber imports inalude;

Innut(m and semd msnufectured) to 'lhovalul of 11.'21.7 million guilders,
Moter veihdcles and parts
Tisber

Raw cotton

Cocoa beans

Woollen yarms

Raw wool

]

Vegetable oils
Coal, coke and briquettes

Ap 1s known, several agriculturul products, ocal and other cemmodities
oan only be stuted as yot at import values that wre less than their
real values,

2 5 T 8 % 2 a2 n
5B % 5 3 & 2 & 3
a & » 2 % 3 3 » 3
2 2 2 & » & 5 »
4 3 8 5 2 5 8 >
2 32 3 8 % & 3 5 3

According to the provisiomal figures stated by the Central Bureaw
of Statistics exports in Decetiber smounted to 503,876 metrie tons
(as sgaimat G13.812 toms in November) tothe wvalue of 128,000,000
guilders (es compared with 126,000,000 guilders in lovesber).
The export figure for Deceuber includes:

The Netherlonds Government has concluded trade and payments sgreements
with variow countries, whiah, however, regulate the commercial tra
between the Netherlands and foreign countries for a short period. A
survey of these trade and payments agreements follows here:

On May 2hth 1946 a trede agremment was comoluded betwoen the Nether
for the period fram Juns 1946 till the end of May 1947, The trade
agreament provided for mutunl supplies to a total value of some 500
million guilders, On Septenber 20th 1946 a supplement to this




-9-

was signod, the intensive commereial intercowrse between the two ocountries
necessitating extension of the commarcial posaibilities. Conseuently
various omtingents were inoreesed ani a mwber of new items imoluded,
amounting to sowe 40 million guilders.

On April z6th 1946 a trade agreement was concluded between the Netherlands
and “rance, The imports from Frange were estimsted at 166 million guilders
and the experts fras the Netherlands at 126 million guilders. Mutually a
monetary credit of 40 million guildars - or the carrespondiing amount in
Frendh francs - was granted, This agreement covered the poriod from April
let till Decesber 3lat 1946, In October 1946 the comsercial intercourse
betweon the two countries was extended by mweans of inoreased and supple=
wentary comtingents, In addition an arrmigement concerning some financial
iscues was agreed on. MMMMM!MuM
agreemont cancluded on April Sth 1946, About February regulations concerne
ing the goode~traffic between the Netherlands and France for 1947 will be
discusaed, .
On October Zlst 1946 tiwroe agreenents ware ouncluded between the Nethere
lands and Spain regulating the goods trade and pyments till October lst
1947. The monetary agreement regulates the norwmal paymemts between the
Hetheriands end Spanish trade in the uwsuwal way, The manipulstion credit
was fixed at 2§ million gullders,

On March 29th 1946 an agreement wes concluded between the lictherlands and
Domuark regulsting e goods trade for the perdod from April let 1946
i1l Murdh Jist 1947, Daxigh exports to the Netherlands forr this period
are estimeted at 29 million guilders and those from the Netherlands to
Demmarit at 20 million guilders. In view of the extensiom of the commercial
traffio with Demnark an additional accord was concluded on January 2nd
1947 for suppliss from Dermerk to he Nethorlands smounting to 21 millien
Dardsh crowns and for Hetherlands sguplies to Demmrk amounting to 9
million Danish crowns,

On Merch lst 1966 the comservisl traffic between Partugal and the lethare
lands wes officially regulated for one year, i.e, $ill March lst 1947.
To this enmi firstly a monetary agresmsent was entored into; in the second
place it was sgreed to release the matually blocked balances.
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on March 4th 1946 an agreewment ecnceming the goode-traffic vas coneluded

between the i therlands and Herway, operaling sill December 3lst 1946,
On Junuazy 1st 1947 a new agresusnt beosus effective, regulating the
goods trade for 1947. The total expurts are cstimated on both sides at
9% willion Harweglian orowng.

A trade agroemant was concluded betwoen tho ke therl nds and Fimland for
the period from June lst 1945 t411 May Slst 1949, The supclies of goods
agreed upon will be dolivered from Juno let 1946 €111 June lst 1947,
after w:ich the comereial transsctions for the noxt perdod will again
be catimated, Wor the first year the matunl supplies will amount to 25
million guildeva,

As the existing commoreizl agreecment between the Nethurlands and Sweden
expired on Decsmbar st 1946 a new agreasent s made, regulating the
goodo-traffie for 1947. The matual suprlies and services will reprepent
a walus of some 120 million Swedish erouns. '

In Decemder 13,6 twe srrangements emmcerning the comsercial traffic
between the Notherlsnds and the French sme of oceupation of Germany
ware signed, the one regulating the goode-tralfie and the other

the seitlemsnt of payments,

In Novesber 1946 a provisional srrangement was concluded between the
Netherlands and Austria conesmning the cmmereisl interccurse and the
settloment of ngyments, vhich arrengement may be regarded as & basis
for poeuidly forthooming extensions, A resment was reached as to a
limited 1ist of soods, ssounting to 32 million sustrian shillings or
or abeut 8 million gullders,

As the exioting trade agreement Lotween the Nethorlands end Svitserland
expired on Decssber 3lst 1546 a new trade agroeamt was concluded covere
ing a pericd of 2 yoars, ly which, howewer, the goods-traffio is
regulated mly for the year 1947

On August Sré 1946 a tcds mnd rayments sgreenent was ooncluded between
the Fotherlanda and Yugo=Glavia, Pnyments are regalated by a acnetary
arrangment,

On ngust 0th 1905 a trede and popmomts arrangement between the Nethere
lands snd Ttaly was signed, Originally the total Dutch exvorts were
egtimated at some 25 million mailders, but this smount was recently
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inoreased by including the Netherlands overseas texritories and by ine
areasing the existing quotas.

A trade and payments agreement for the year 1947 was cmncluded betweenthe
Fetherlands and Poland, This arrangsment, which became effective on
Jamuary lst 1947, provides for mitual exports smounting to some 15 million
gailders por ammum., Apart from the agreementa msationed above an additional
protoosl was signed, sccording to which the Netherlands participate in the
reecnstruction of Poland, more particularly in the field of ship-building,
hardbours and waterways. This prososal onsbles “cland to maks parchases
apounting to 3 million guilders over a pariod of 3 years, t© be settled
by means of Polish coal deliveries,

On Decaber 20th 1945 a trade and payments sareement was mnde between the
Netherlands end Csecho-Slowakia, whigh expired on October 20th 1946, In
Noveuber a new trade and payments agreement was concluded, under which the
goods trads end »eyments vere again regulated for one year,

sotive trade relations are maintained by the Netherlands with the U, 5. 4.,

Great Britain and Canada, Mo binding arrengemsnts as to the delivery of
‘specific products have been made with these ocuntries. The Notherlands

trade with the first two countries is practically entirely in private hands,
Probably this will also apply to Canada shortly,
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Absolute figares Fer 1000 irhabitants per
Jeaxr

02,347 21.308 6.050 65.643 1,8 30,9 8,3 B8,
59,041 1.135 2,005 G759 By2 20,5 6,0 0,6

m-um wortality
one year
l.wahirth par 1000
babies bora alive organs per 10,000

R T 1050 Aohebitagte
1936-1939 37,3 33

The volune of work in conjunotion with temminations, regradings, promo-
tions and salary adjustents to new mcales coming in from the Field
Quring the laat month has inaressed comsiderably and there appears to be
a bagklag of at least two to tiwree months in their lmplementation fram
the Field,

The total nusber of passengers cmrried gince the smrrargement was made .
with the Hollandefmerica Line, to-dute is 19 passengers. In addition 6
passengers were transported by air by the K.L.M. servioce,
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The statiztics given below show the ponition as at February lat
of the reordltmnt of Dutch jationals effected through

tuent in the Field
and tramsfors from Pards and
Leaskon) 3

DePe Operations
Gther Theatres

W19
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Ae do Tohibatohef
Ul ReBoAe Chief Depresentative to
the Netherlands,

The legus, 10th February 197,
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Grade
Grade
Grade
Grade
Grade
Grade
Grade
Grade
Grade
Grade

U H.ReRed, Chdef Representative %o
the Nectherlands,

The Hague, 10th Februwaxy 1347,
(Bffective 3lst Jammry 1947).
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