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THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

Excellencies, 

21 March 2013 

I wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated 21 March 2013 in 
which you request me to investigate several incidents of alleged use of chemical 
weapons in Syria. 

As you know, I share your deep concern about all these allegations. 
In my communication to the Syrian Government today, I stated that, while the 
investigation mission will look at the specitj.c incident brought to my attention by 
the Syrian Government, we will also take seriously other allegations that chemical 
weapons were used elsewhere in the country. · 

I have also emphasized the primary responsibility of the Syrian 
Government to ensure the safety and security of any chemical weapons or 
materials and assure the international community that any chemical weapons 
stockpiles in the country are safeguarded. 

It would be appreciated if additional information could be received from 
your Governments pertaining to the alleged incidents, in order for me to accede to 
your request. In providing such additional information, your Governments may 
wish to refer to appendix I of A/44/561 (annex) which provides an indicative list 
ofthe type of information to be provided as available in reporting the possible use 
of chemical, bacteriological (biological) or toxin ~e,apons. 

His Excellency 
Mr. Gerard Araud 
Permanent Representative of France 
to the United Nations 

New York 

His Excellency 
Sir Mark Lyall Grant 
Permanent Representative of the United Kingdom 
to the United Nations 

New York 
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My senior advisers will be contacting the Syrian authorities regarding 
the modalities for the investigation mission to allow it to start its important work 
in Syria as soon as possible in the coming days. I will keep you posted as 
developments unfold. I count on your continued support in this important 
endeavour. 

Please accept, Excellencies, the assurances of my highest consideration. 



21 March 2013 

Dear Secretary General 
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• United Kingdom 
Mission to the 
United Nations 

We wish to bring to your attention recent mlegations from various sources that chemical 
weapons have been used in Syria, including in the two locations of Khan Asal in Aleppo, and 
Ataybah in the vicinity of Damascus, resulting in civilian deaths and serious injuries. We also 
wish to bring to your attention allegations of use of chemical weapons in Horns on 23 December 
2012. 

We express our deepest concern at all these allegations that, if confinned, would 
constitute a violation of the 1925 Geneva Protocol or other relevant rules of customary 
international law. 

Given the gravity of these allegations, we judge it essential that all the pertinent facts 
concerning these alleg®ons are swiftly investigated. 

We therefore request that you launch an urgent investigation into all allegations as 
expeditiously as possible under the auspices of the Secretary C':reneral's Mechanism for the· 
Investigation of Alleged Use ofChemi~al and Biological W~pons, as derived from the mandate 
established by the.United Nations General Assembly in its resolution NRES/42/37C. of 30 

.· November 1987, and subsequently reaffirmed. by the United Nations General Assembly in its 
resolution A!R.ES/66/253 and by the Uni~ Nations Security Council in its Resolution 620 
(19-88) and to report back on the results of this investigation to Member States. 

Yours 

~~'(~ 
Philip PARHAM 
Deputy Permanent Representative of 

· the United Kingdom 

. . . . . ·-· · ... ! " . 



Fw: Syria: Chemical Weapons 
Susana Malcorra to: SGCentral 
Cc: Andrew Gilmour, Jan Eliassen 

For Immediate action. 
CdC 

Susana Malcorra 
Chef de Cabinet 
Executive Office of the Secretary-Genera/ 
Room NL-3018 
United Nations Headquarters 
New York, NY 10017 

-----Forwarded by Susana Malcorra/NY/UNO on 21/03/2013 09:58AM-----

From: 
To: 
Cc: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Dear Susana 

<Philip.Parham@fco.gov.uk> 
<malcorra@un.org> 
<willingston@un.org>, <gerard.araud@diplomatie.gouv.fr> 
21/03/2013 09:56AM 
Syria: Chemical Weapons 

Here is our letter to the Secretary-General as foreshadowed in our conversations. 

Best wishes 

21/03/2013 09:57AM 

Philip Parham I Ambassador & Deputy Permanent Representative 1 United Kingdom Mission to the United Nations 1 
One Dag Hammarskjold Plaza 1885 2nd Avenue I New York, NY 100171 

Email : Philip.Parham@fco.gov.uk I Tel:+ 1 212 745 93361 FTN: 8451 23361 
Fax: +1 212 745 92391 www.ukun.fco.gov.uk I http://www.gov.uk/fco 

Visit our blogs at http://blogs.fco.gov.uk -Follow us on Twitter at http://twitter.com/UKUN NewYork 
Help save paper- do you need to print this email? 

!united Kingdom 
Human Rights Council Cand idate 2014-2016 

Richard Moon, United Kingdom 
ACABQ Candidate 2014-2016 
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***** 
Visit http://www.gov.uk/fco for British foreign policy news and travel advice and 
http://blogs.fco.gov.uk to read our blogs. 

This email (with any attachments) is intended for the attention of the addressee(s) only. If you are 
not the intended recipient, please inform the sender straight away before deleting the message 



without copying, distributing or disclosing its contents to any other person or organisation. 
Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage or copYing is not permitted. 
Any views or opinions expressed in this e-mail do not necessarily reflect the FCO's policy. 
The FCO keeps and uses information in line with the Data Protection Act 1998. Personal 
information may be released to other UK government departments and public authorities. 
All messages sent and received by members of the Foreign & Commonwealth Office an4 its 
missions overseas may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded in accordance with 
the Telecommunications (Lawful Business Practice) (Interception of Communications). 
Regulations 2000. 
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