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DRAFT REPORT OF THE RAPPORTEUR ON MEETING 
OF SUBCOMMITTEE E MAY 30 - -)--

The Subcommittee appointed on May 29 to consider Chapter 

XI (amendments) met at 2:30 and again at 8:30 on May 30 . The 

\,J.,J"VI.I.- ~ 
members,a; of the Committee iJiJglvdoa the President of Commission 

I, the Chairman of Committee I/2, the Rapporteur and Delegates 
J 

of the following nations: Australia, Belgium, Canada, China, 

Vuu.~o. 
Ecuador, France, Mexico, Norway, S~fi-e:-, U.K . , u.s . , and u . s . s.R . 

The Committee took account of the discussion of Committee 

I/2 at its meeting on May 29. It was pointed out that two 

main problems had arisen in the course of these discussions . 

I 

The first was a discussion and decision on the e%iet!:n~amend ~ \ 

" ll .ho' .::.._\le. ~ \,.,_ IV,., "'t-<..v , \ , . IA I h ""}.. r.:t/\. . I 
o,-...o '-'(..,L4 ? l'-"Q"' ~ J) ) Q,.,(,h f\..o- 'fl I ' ~ .. I TT ' 0 I>, Q. ' 
1.moai '->il;H?eeeel-'l!!!eo, and the second was on A,~ specia~ con- l/4 

-+11 k c...~\1-C....-, A.. °""'" ._ '\..\-1 ... 0 -c_' _... . ¼,-.t~ \. 
ference ilil. 1ev±ew of' Mis:s.eenbs ofJJt'6:c~ ' · "'-~ , 

'-! 
Several delegates emphasized the importance of the ques-

\\J' ' f'--~l,i o-i.W-,, -,L_ d~. ~ -r .-.. ~ t::!J l~ 
tion of amen~ stating that :.:i"!' the :PorftM>la fox ameruk':rfi\ 

" 'u', ,d.d. --,~-r 
• p;rocedure ;wmiJ g de~ Qll the attitude of a number of govern-

L~ 1,_1.,U,4\j ~ 
ments tefother oo~iel:8PatieRB f'Ohdin~ before the whole Con-

/~ /'ffA.,I ~ et/_u-ialt~' ' 
ference . If :bt could be 8Xpeetea-thatAr-t~a Jlr~c;~ number of 

/\ I' 
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3"""' years certain provisions which :ene .v e governments were 

' w~~._ 
~lc~bcd to see written i nto the Charter might be liberalized 

11.i-w - tvuJd l:JJaJTeN.r/- JA lkJ Ct(. 
or softened, then those governments would be more willing to 

I' 
go ahead in writing those provisions into the Charter with 

-1 L.. 1v-v:.r. ..,_g- i ~ Ill_, 
tltwil.P enft I e r:sieft that ~ procedure was for a limited , ........ 
period of years . Some delegates were of the opinion that the 

question at stake was whether there should be a Charter which 

N,Af\.t~ 1'1'dLd le:&l'r4 
G,ould be ~no bhwt: stabl; ~might be ca:11:6" rigid in . 

~w~ 1~.s~d. b--- ~~,-v-~;~ u~ 
characterA It was pointed out that if the veto of the per-

manent members of the Security Council were permitted to 

block any amendment to the Charter, it could mean that one 

~ 
of the major powers could halt the action of every single ,, 

4\....~ 
other member of the Organization;even though forty-eight of 

1- ( lJ 'e/-1...1.l If\- ,1 ~ 
the forty-nine sta~8B might agree, &9■& single major power 

f\ 

might block a change whtch might be of extreme interest or 

~ importance to many members which would in no way affect 
;'\ 

security matters . 
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Several delegates expressed the view that there was a 

pressing need for a method of revising the Charter at some 

period after the wartime emergency conditions and viewpoints 

have been altered by changing events. It was thought that 
' ' . 
~ 

new conditions five or ten years after the Charter came into 

~ 1-rv('[ ~ 
force might~ fo~ a number of changes in the Charter. It 

I 
I 

was suggested that the Charter might be considered as some-
/'-

thing of an emergency measure to meet the peculiar conditions 

of the~me~ -l!S-An alternative 1~ u1e suggest~tiw."1 le' / · . -
fr'(t,o/W 

~1ght be st;J..1;pµet2d taat the veto of a permanent member of 
J\ 

the Security Council to an amendment t he Charter should 

only apply to certain specified sections of the Charter, 

~,.:n, l v-<-
particularly those which did not aeata•a enforcement 1~1ool-

't1:i ans,._ The opinion was expressed t as :ehe tel2 ,,ae 190::f::ng 

~~ . d.:\ \ k.-1 /, r,..t.w 
itlffl'S 

().,t.l. ~ s"&,~~~~;:;.,,_~~~ C 
-lfl1'f chapters wM::oh ~ could be 

I /'- A 

" exempted from the veto based on the relationshif to enforce­

ment provisions. It was the consensus~ e was no in­
t" 

tention to draft provisions of the Charter which ~ld not 



require at least a majority of the permanent members of the 
,..._ 

~ 
Security Council to as.iea t&- &l¥J: amendments which might be 

A 

submitted. The objection was to the provision that a single 

permanent member of the Security Council could block the 

unanimous or nearly unanimous view of the other members of 

the Organization. 

It was maintained that one of the basic questions to be 

decided was whether or not there should be provision for 

automatically calling a Conference to revise the Charter 

at the end of a stipulated period of t1me_,~u1s:ton ror 

such automatic convening of a constitu.Uone:l eont'G:rtO:DII be 

vision enabl..ing -such Q be ,ca.J.J.aat the end of 

General Assembly and the Security 

Council wo~o., ..ha.ua. to co11Cii:r 

It was pointed out that one of the questions raised by Jeu~ 
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tbe end of a period 

was valid only until that convention me) or whether it 

remain valid if no changes or no substantial changes were made. 

Some delegates suggested that at such a conventio1_;;members might 

wish to review their relationship to the entire Organization • 

.. ;i;:1; uas rnrJ.@8()&6eci tba'iPiw s-0we ma,mbe~~•a-~liih.-lM~~~w 

'ti,\~ i:__ ~\~w-- ~~PU7 ~~,~~ ~j~ ,l,!,'1~.,. 
ta~iiP ;pele1'ion'.!i!fp to Pb?iG O~~ &f1HJ!P new amendme'nts 

Conference which might revise the 

Charter. 'Jilhe Jti'iu nee 
o~ ~~~'(,.,\-t-,..J-

unaea liff a delegate l\that the proper 

body to prepare amendments for the Charter was the General 

Assembly which after a few years of operation would have a 
) ~ 

volume of experience to draw upon and which could prepare 

amendments under the most favorable conditions 4\ei' CdhsiO:eN~.-

tiqp ea, wo1~. The precedent of the revision of the statutes 

of the League of Nations ~eft boa 'eeen »!IHGI Glr"m?Mtlet' 

value in 

-5-



~ 4. The relation between the amendments of the Charter and 

withdrawals from the Organization. 
(& ~ ftA;..,; 

5. Distinction between ~hose parts of the Charter to 

which the veto should apply. 
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Committee found that there was a remarkable degree of 

unanimity in the objectives desired by the various members. 

1t-The Delegate of Norway observed that his country could not 

admit that the Charter could be amended in any way which 

would call for a change in the 

~..,. "'-((' 
Norway~ Norway was opposed 

I\ 

domestic arrangements of 
/ 

to ~ anges in the Charter 

unless those changes were made by an overwhelming majority 

of all of the members of the Organization. including all of 

members of the Security Council. 

It was agreed that there were five main points on which 

isions must be made. 

1. Whether or not there should be a constitutional 

conference which should have for its purpose the considera-

tion of amendments that might be necessary in the Charter. 

2. If the Committee agreed that a constitutional con-

ference was desirable, then what period of time should elapse 

before such a conference should be called? 

3. What method of voting should be adopted lt the 

projected conference? 
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