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ORGANISAnON DES NAnONS UNIF.S a\ UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATION 
AU CONGO ~ IN THE CONGO 

To 

BOITE POSTALE 7248 
LEOPOLDVII.l.E 

REPUBLIQUE DU CONGO 
CABLE: ONUC. LEOPOLDVII.l.E 

-==:;;,. c/oR.-~ I fi 

Albertville, 8 December 1962 

Mr. s. Habib Ahmed, Chief of Civilian Operations, owe, Leo 

From G. Gbaleb, Civilian Ufairs Officer, OIIUC, Albertvill~ 

Subject Lualaba Bridge in Kongolo 

As mentioned in the Sitrep UNCLAS AV-370 that "ONUC Air 

reconnaissance has shown that two spans of the bridge over the 

Lualaba have been demolished, reportedly by action of the Katanga 

gendarmerie.", CFL are extremely concerned since the beginning of 

the military operations there and wish to have the latest reports on 

the situation ot the above-mentioned bridge. Could it be possible 

to provide the latest pictures or the bridge showing the demolition 

of its two spans? 

The basic aim of this request is to be able to prepare some 

implement for repairing the bridge in case traffic is resumed in the 

future if political and military situation allows it. 
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TO 

R o'u T I N G s L I p 
t 

Professor B.edre 

APPROVAL NOTE AND RETURN 

YOUR COMMEN'I'S 

YOUR INFORMATION 

FOR ACTION 

You will be i nt erested in 
seeing th~ attached memo from 
mr . Ghaleb concerning i ndustry 
and commerce in North Katanga . 

(). }J-- S. Habib Ahmed 
' T'..I\),) C\iof -., 
~ ✓\ l ✓ Ope _, :.ons civilel 

DATE 

3.12.62 
FROM · 
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CONFIDENTIAL Alb rtvil l, 30 November 1962 

To 

om 

• R.X. Oard.inei-, Offioer-in-Oharge, ONUO, t opoldville 

0, Qh lb, Chilian Atta.ire ottic 1', OWO, Albertville y 
Subjeot Office ot Prortnoial Minister of 

Interi<>r, 

B:epre ntativ s of local industry and oommeroe, 

• Ka.tomb mad n i nooherent speech ot about fifteen mi nut a, in 
whio.h he appeal d to l ooal industry and co · ro t o work rl th the Provincial 
Government in a ·· pirit ol lo1a1 . cooperation. It i s now high time, h said, to 
forget t h pa.at and to build a b&tter future. The minist·er broached. th ubjeot 
of th dift'ioul tie the gover nment vas noount ring in i tif i-ala tions with th 

omm a.ri t traordina.ry, point d out that i t had no P(?W&r over the my, f or 
whose aotions it was not r sponsible. He also criticized faulty methods on the 
part of the police. 

But the iniater also ma.de veiled accusations against o rtain Europeans 
in industry and oommer ee, claiming they were active politically and conspiring 
to r store Tshombe's re ·me .in Albertville. Re claimed to have a voluminous 
file of information in this respeot. He wished to make it olea.r that the 
Katangese era belollged for ever t o the past and that if industry was not disposed 
to ooopara.te, the go? rnment would oall in other 0 foreign capita.lists" to 
replaoe them. 

Comments It was not quite clear what the minister had in mind when oallin the 
meeting. If he wished to create a climate of confidence bet ween the government, 
industry and oo e;roe, ll1s ppro oh was 0-ertainly not the right one. Re half 
aeou ed nd thr a.tend, half appealed to th gath ring to mak th ir contribution 
to the reconstruction of the proVi® • 

e r pre ntat ive ot the larger firms pr ent w r inolin d to brush 
aside t h minister• sp oh a non h re w.s however , consider bl 
resentm nt again t the mini tar for making un ub tantiated acousations, which wer 
n ver r ought t o the at t ention of t e op1 concer n d nd vhioh w re bas don 
re~orts from unreliable i nformer. The own rs of small busines and nterpris 
w re how ver, ver7 oonce:rned by t he iiu.st r ' s ttitud, as t h 1. e,re in a much 
more wlnarabl& osition than t he big firms. Th y haVe a.de repr s nta tions to 
il tisa:f' and Ort t.o t k oma kind o~ action, legal or other, to c nsure the 

mini tar in question. 
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eRGANISATION DES NATIONS UNlES {a\ UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATION 
AU CONGO ., IN THE CONGO 

BOITE POSTALE 7248 
LEOPOLDvn.LE 

.REPUBLIOUE DU CONGO 
CABLE: ONUC. LEOPOLDvn.LE 

- 2 -

Mr. Katombe i, it can safely be said, a man completely laoking 
the qualifioations ne ded for any kind ot ministeri 1 post. His tatement 
_was display of ignor noe, suspicion and taotlessn • I wonder if 1 t woul d 
not be dvi abl to put thi matt r to th con id r ation of Central Government 
and emp a ize th fact that whatever th intention of Mr. Kato be are, statement • 
like the one h mad are pt to oau e fear and r sentm nt in eoonom1o oiroles 
here thus rend rin mor difficult the eoonomio r oovery of thia region. On 
our ide we e talcing the neo s a.ry steps with provincial authoriti to avoi d 
such declarations in the future . 

00 1 • S.H. ed, Chief of Civilian Operations, ONUC, Leopoldville 



TO 

• ◄ JUI a 

ROUTING SLIP 

APPROVAL 

YOUR SIGNATURE 

NOTE AND FILE 

• 

NOTE AND RETURN 

YOUR COMMENTS 

--YOUR INFORMATION 

FOR ACTION 



ROUTING SLIP 

TO 

lflr . Dupuy 

APPROVAL NOTE AND RETURN 

SEE ME, PLEASE YOUR COMMENTS 

YOUR SIGNATURE YOUR INFORMATION 

NOTE AND 1''ILE FOR ACTION 

You may be interested in seeing 
the attached report from mr. 
Ghal eb on the visit of the FAQ 
mi s sion to Albertville. 

Please retur n . 

DATE 

6 .1 2 . 62 

l 

cw-. 
~•;.., eittifa 
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I 
ORGANISATION DES NATIONS UNIES UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATION 

IN THE CONGO AU CONGO 

BOITE POSTALE 7248 
LEOPOLDVILLE 

REPUBLIQUE DU CONGO 
CABLE : ONUC LEOPOLDVILLE 

INTER - OFFICE MEMORANDUM 
,~;,;?:, 

II r, /I .1t.-

30 N•vember 2 .. .. ................................................. ............. 196 ........ . 

TO t Mr • • Habib .Ahmed, Chief ef Civilian O eratiens , 
Le•p•ldville 

FROM s • G. GH.ALEB, Chief Civilian Affairs , 

SUBJECT s Repert en F O Visit 

Please find enclesed a. re •rt dated 27 Nevember 1962 fr•m 

Mr.MAREK t• me with regard te the visit ef the F Delegatien in 

Albertville en 20 Nevember 962. 

I 
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'fo Ir. s. Habil> Ahaed, Chiet ot Civilian Operation• 
OIUO, Leopoldville 

G. Ohaleb, Civilian J.ttairs Officer, 

SubJeot 11'1.ltiaat - Cotton Iadustrz 

OlltJC, ilbert'nll• ~ 

With reference to m7 •110 dated 25 September to llr. Khiar7 

and my memo ot 17 •owaber (erroneoual7 tned aa 17 September) to 7ou 

concerning the cotton induatr7, I aa sending herewith oop7 ot a letter 

sent b7 Piltisaf concerning their dittioult7 in obtaining cotton tor their 

plant and asking whether it could be possible to i■port on a barter basis 

two hundred tona of cotton from Burund.1. 

I should ver1 moh appretiate receiving aa noh intoraa-tion aa 

possible oonoerning the pneral policy on cotton a■ it ia ditticult to 

under■tand the actual po■ition of Cotanp in Yorth Katanga tor the tiae 

being aa ~ was told that aost ot the ootton collected in this area should 

be reaerved for export. 
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er-office M orandum 

,L------ 26 November 1962 

To: Mr. • puy, Act·ng Ghi r, FAfJ ·ssion 

rm: A. c. Gilpin, eputy Chief, Civilian Oper tiono 

ubjects 

I attach for your information copy of a mecioran u.u dat d 17 
l ove,,ber from r. ha.lab, together with copy of attachment an photo­

of hi original m orandum of 26 October • 

In view of the vital need to restore cotton o in in this 
rea., it s s ost regrettable tho.t the Cot ga. inatruotoa their 

represent tives not to participate in the study tour or aniscd by 
the rovinci Ltov,rnment. You may perhaps ~ish to make n uirioo 
regardin0 their rea ons for adopting thi attitude. 

\ 
\ 
,\ 

\ 



' ORGANISATION DES NATIONS UNIES ' UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATION 
AU CONGO ~ IN THE CONGO 

BOITE POSTALE 7248 C , 'i 13 t) I, fa 

-

LEOPOLDVILLE 1/ I ' 
REPUBLIQUE DU CONGO 

CABLE: ONUC. LEOPOLDVILLE 

N() IIUk-frc, 
Albertville, 17 S-.i~tgm~~ 19~2 

To Mr. S . Habib Ahmed , Chief of Civilian Operations, 
ONUC, Leopoldville 

From G. G~aleb, Civilian Affairs Officer, ONUC, Albertvil~ 

Subject Cotton Industry 

With reference to my memo of 26 October last dealing with 

cotton situation in North Katanga (para 4) I should point out that 

Mr . Flament and Mr . Lardinois cancelled their trip to Manono , In 

addition, they also cancelled their study tnur in North Katanga (ref 

my memo of 27 October) after they received instructions from their 

headquarters in Leo copies of which I am enclosing herewith. 

I should point out that I do not see clearly the reason 

for such cancellation which will have the most serious consequences on 

the agricultural, commercial and even industrial future of this area 

like the North Katanga where cotton growing is one of the basic activities. 

I strongly believe that every effort should be made to re-activate this 

branch of agriculture which has been neglected since independence. 
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Mcmsieur 
:. .f de l ' ONUC 
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R.L. ·~ 

Re res~tant 
iAL ~TV1LLE 

1· ~ 'ii ., I 'l ~- ' 
• i }' 
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... 1Y• 

~ieur -Gha.Ieb, 
; ,, 

. ~ 
{,:!:' ' 

not 
tr.e de11and.e , j ' ai l 'honneul" de vou·!! ,ponr.~..=mer J·.:· 

.. ., ~ . r~ 
entre'tien v rbai de' ce jour : 

·_ ~ • '.::c 

" ~-· 

Danit's a, ,lett;te d.u 7 / 1/62 ' Monsi ur FLA.MEN1' ' Directeur 
la acol,u fl, ' inf or e que 1 . 

"Notre Pre . dent, A.fon . ieur IA.ES, et Messieu.r OUSSI:AU 
et W.AEGEM.AN sont o oses formellement a ·un de}Jlacement 
a Kabum_b1,1 .. l~. Lai_ssez done ce projet . our le moment" • 

~ 
. . 

aces instructions, je renonce done provisoireJ,Dent 
voyage prevu dans les regions fleuve. 

" ' . 
Veuillez agr~er, Monsieur Ghaleb, 

consideration tres distinguee. , 
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Albertville, 26 October 1962 

Toa • S. Habib Ahmed, Chief of Civilian. Operations, ONUC 
Leopoldville 

Fr011a G. Gha.leb, Civilian Affairs Officer, ONUC, Albertville 

Subject: Cotton Situation in North Katanga 

I 
E 

1. Please find enclosed herewith two reports made by COTANGA on the 
cotton situation in orth Katanga. The present situation as stated in the 
reports is extremely bad. Since independence, crops are stocked in various 
scattered places and it is quite difficult to collect them due to lack of 
transportation . 9.Il.Y attempts hare been made by this firm with local autho­
rities, civilian and military, with no results . 

2. The fi is willing to start again recollection of cotton but unless 
cotton is brought to places which are accessible through barges or by trains 
it will not be possible to go inside many villages which are far away from river 
a.n rail as long as veh.i.cles are not available. 

}. I wonder if ONUC could help by renting some trucks to this firm to 
allow the recollection as it seems it has been done already in Orienta.le Province 
according to the letter addressed from .l!'il tisaf to Mr. Levi ta in Leo, copy of 
which is enclosed. I ill be very grateful to receive as much infonnation in 
this particular matter and also on the general cotton policy of the Congo, 
especially the amount of money given by Concolese authorities to said firm to 
purchase cotton throughout the whole Congo . As far as Albe=tville area is 
concerned and if ONUC should supply transport for this purpose, I think there are 
only two ways to do it, either to get some new trucks from Tanganyika hich will 
require few months or to try to use salvaged trucks which we have mentioned in 
your memo dated 20 October. I believe this second solution will cost particularly 
nothing to United Nations and I will have the advantage of providing needed 
t ransport almost immediately and thus bringing to work thousands of peasants 
hose situation is not far from starvation. 

4• I took advantage of the last visit of r . Scheller, Administrati ve 
Officer ONUC anono, to convince the responsible people from Cotanga here, 
Mr. Flament and Mr. Lardinois t o go as soon as possible to Ianono where t hey 
could cover the whole region t o buy st ocks of cotton which are piled there 
since 1960. • lament and Mr. La.rdinois were quite reluctant in the beginni ng 
to go in those areas where some of their agents were massacred and mutilated aft er 
independence but Scheller gave clear evidence to them that the whol e area 111.s 
safe as he has realised during his many trips there when he was in charge of the 
di spersal of 13000 refugees repatriated by ONUC from E'vi lle. Accordingly 

... / ... 



- 2 .. 

Mr. Flament and Kr. Lardinoie are leaving next week to Manono with t wo 
million francs to buy the above mentioned stocks . The iJlportance of this 
trip has to be borne in mind if we consider that cotton growers in this 
area will not plant cotton again before their stocks are sold. Therefore 
for the revival of this economically depressed area and not only in anono 
itself but near the river from Kabalo to Malemba Nkulu every facility 
should be given to Cotanga to perform again its normal activities. For 
the time being, due to certain local difficulties and restlessness in the 
Kabalo area it seems impossible to reopen the ginning mill but nevertheless 
most of the cotton which was lying since 1960 in the villages along the 
railway line abalo Aville has already been recollected and sent to the 
ginning mill at yunzu which supplies cotton to Filtisaf to allow its plant 
to keep running. 
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ORGANISATION DES NATIONS UNIES 
AU CONGO 

UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATION 
IN THE CONGO 

BOITE POSTALE 7248 
LEOPOLDVILLE 

REPUBLIQUE DU CONGO 
CABLE : ONUC, LEOPOLDVILLE 

To: 

19 November 1962 

S, Habib~ef of Civilian Operations 

From: 

~ct, 

A. C. Gilp:j.n, Deputy Chief, Civilian Operations 

Economic situation in North Katanga 

1. Further to my memorandum of 13 November, I have now had a. talk 
with Mr. Jean Levita, the representative of Filtisa.:f' in Leopoldville, 
from which I obtained a clearer picture as to why Filtisa.:f' is at 
present working at only 5~ of its capacity. 

2. The problem is not primarily one of transport, though this does 
arise in regard to getting raw cotton from the interior. For this, 
trucks and military escorts a.re needed. It is understood that new 
trucks should arrive in Albertville some time in December. 

3• As regards sales of finished products, it appears that buyers 
are still finding ways of getting these out of Albertville. In fact, 
Filtisaf sales have continued at a normal level,in spite of reduced 
output, but only by drawing down stocks. This obviously cannot con­
tinue indefinitely. 

4. The main problem is one of import licences for spare parts and 
raw materials (starch, czyes, caustic soda, etc.). Filtisaf's normal 
requirements for these amount to CF. 6 million per month. For~, 
September and October they received no import licences at all; they 
are therefore CF. 18 million in arrears as regards such supplies. 

5• Filtisa.f employls about 1,600 people and is the most important 
si~gle enterprise in Albertville. Its production is of the order of 
10 million square meters a year. 

6. Both from the point of view of reviving economic activity in 
North Katanga (i.e. textile production in Albertville and raw cotton 
production in the interior) and of maintaining supplies of textile manu­
facturers for the whole country, there would therefore seem to be a 
strong case for granting import licences for Fil tisa.:f'' s spare part and 
raw material needs to the greatest extent possible. 

cc: Mr. Gardiner 
Mr. Frasca 
Pref. ::Sadre 
Mr. Visser 
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ORGANISATION DES NATIONS UNIES ~ UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATION 
AU CONGO ~ IN THE CONGO 

To 

From 

Subject 

BOITE POSTALE 7248 
LEOPOLDVILLE 

REPUBLIQUE DU CONGO 
CABLE: ONUC. LEOPOLDVILLE 

I 

\~ Albertville, 27 October 1962 

{ Mr. S. Habib Ahmed, Chief of Civilian Operations 
ONUC, Leopoldville 

G. Ghaleb, Civili an Affairs Of fic er, ONUC, Albertville ( 

Study Tour in North Katanga 

1. In the first days of November, the Provincial President, 
Mwamba Ilunga Prosper and party, Secretary-General of C.F.L. Mr. F. 
Grand jean as well as several representatives of the local industry 
and commerce will make a ten day study tour starting from Albertville 
to Kabala by rail and t hence to Malemba Nkulu by boa t stopping at all 
the important villages on both sides of the river. The objects of the 
tour are: 

i) from the political point of view, to maintain contact 
with local population with which the Government in 
Albertville ha~ few means of communication. 

ii) to restore trade between producers in Albertville 
and agricultural produces in this region. 

iii) study the situation of public works and navigability 
of river. 

> 

2. In view of these points, I strongly recommend t hat M1;., ~~nder 
to whom an invita tion has been extended by Mwamba Ilunga Prosper himself 
should accompany them during their trip. 

4. I believe tha t on the basis of the report in the different 
fi elds Mr. Eernander will present on his return, we will be able to solve 
many of t he economic problems of Alber t ville to which no solution is in 
view as long as we have no information of these areas which constitute 
the hinter land of Albertville itself. Furthermore, it should be pointed 

..... I 
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ORGANISATION DES NATIONS UNIES {A\ UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATION 

I 
I 

AU CONGO ~ IN THE CONGO 

BOITE POSTALE 7248 
LEOPOLDVILLE 

REPUBLIQUE DU CONGO 
CABLE: ONUC. LEOPOLDVILLE 

- 2 -

out that this area has not been covered by any United Nations personnel 
s ince the outbreak of hostilities and trouble there . We are always 
discus sing and giving some information on these areas but until now all 
t his was indirect information based mainl on rumours . The United Nations 
shoul gain a lot of valuable information from this unique opportunity . 

5. I would be grateful if you could send by cable a s soon as 
possible your autnorisation for Mr . Bernander to participate in the said 
trip. 
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Albertville, Q November 1962 

To Mr. S. Habib Ahmed, Chief of Civilian Operations 
ONUC, Leopoldville 

From G. Ghaleb, Civilian Affairs Officer, ONUC, Albertville 

Subject Study Mission in North Katanga 

1. Further to our memorandum of 27 October, the study mission left 
Albertville t _. is morning by rail for Kabalo on a ten day fact-finding and 
commercial tour of the interior of North Katanga. The mission consisted 
of the Chef Du Cabinet of the President of the Provincial Assembly together 
with a small party composed among others of the Secretary-General of CFL, 
Mr . F. Grandjean, Manager of tbe local Sedec Wholesale Department Mr . Declerck. 
Mr . Bernander is participating as observer on behalf of the United Nations 
civilian headquarters. The President, Mwamba Ilunga Prosper, was prevented 
from leaving at the last moment because of the request from the Provincial 
Assembly to stay back. 

2. From Kabalo, t he mission is proceeding as far as Malemba Nkulu by 
CFL river boat. The object of the mission is to investigate conditions in 
localities along the railway line and river, in an effort to activitate sales 
of agricultural produce and general trade in this region, which has remained 
isolated and unvisited by non--African merchants since the outbreak of the 
Baluba rebellion. The local authorities are participating to maintain contact 
with the population and to encourage growing of cash crops and trade with 
Albertville area. In Malemba Nkulu , the Mission will probably pick up the 
two officials from Cotanga (cotton factory) who will have toured the region 
in an effort to have planters resume traditional cotton growing . 
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Albertville, 31 October, 1962 

Mr. S. Habib Ahmed, Chief of Civilian Operations 
ONUC, Leopoldville 

G. Ghaleb, Civilian Affairs Officer, ONUG, Albertville~ 

Economic Situation in North Katanga 

1. Due to the present secession of South Katanga, this area 
traditionally linked with that part of the region in all its economic 
activities is completely cut from it and also from the rest of the Congo, 
as Katangese gendarmerie are occupying Kongolo thus preventing the 
communication f rom this area with the rest of the Congo by rail, by road 
and by river. On the other hand, due to the rigid system of issuance of 
import licence which is only to be approved by Leo, it is impossible to 
have any important trade over the lake with Tanganyika or Burundi. Moreover, 
the only link Albertville has with other parts of the country is through 
the services of Air Congo which are very expensive and could carry only 
small quantities in and out of Albertville, partly due to the fact that 
the ANC from time to time, requisition their flights . 

2. From this rather sad picture it appears that Albertville and 
most of the area is not only isolated from the rest of the Congo but also 
from the outside world . The situation is now rapidly deteriorating towards 
famine of manioc, flour etc and co11ld lead to an economic collapse. Famine 
and economic collapse will no doubt -result in widespread troubles which 
would be very difficult to cope with, as conveyed to you through our secret 
cables 72 and 73. Local authorities have good intentions but are 
altogether incapable of handling such a serious situation, reference our 
memo of 11 October. I therefore strongly suggest that Mr. Frasca should 
see my secret 73 and send as soon as possible one of the assistants to 
study the economic situation here. I firmly believe that by organizing 
some of the sectors here many improvements could be made. But to effect 
any improvements I am convinced that the only way is to institute here 
some sort of economic commission headed by an ONUC expert which would have 

..... I 
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powers to decide on different matters, i.e. not to refer on every 
occasion to the Sonseil Monetaire in Leo as well as to decide in future 
all factual cases which are, though clear on the spot, more difficult 
to clearly understand in Leo. As examples I will only say that this area· 
has a large textile plant, Filtisaf which works only at 50 per cent of its 
capacity. There is also the Cimental plant which produces only 25 per 
cent of its normal output. If we could allow these two plants some 
exchanges on barter basis with Tanganyika and Burundi, which of course 
would have to be firmly controlled to avoid black market and outflow of 
capital, many of the above mentioned problems could be resolved for the 
benefit of the whole area. It should be borne in mind that when this 
region was under Katangese authorities, none of the above rrmtioned problems 
were so acute. The population, African and European, i_s more and more 
convinced that present authorities are incapable of handling matters. 

3. Therefore, I believe that also for political reasons all efforts 
should be made to rescue t his desperate situation wh _ch has reached this 
stage for lack of organization. 
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Albertville, 11 October 1962 

To ~..r. S. Habib Ahmed, Chief of Civilian Operations, ONUC, Leopoldville 

From G. Ghaleb, Civilian Affairs Officer, ONUC, Albertvilley-

Subject ONUC Assistance in North Katqnga 

I refer to your cable CIVAL 116. 

As I personally understand, the aim of your guidance is to 
let local authorities face their own responsibilities by dealing directly 
with the Central Government in Leo in the various economic and social 
fields. I believe we have to consider the following points as far as 
this area is concerned. 

1) Local authorities are legally constituted since 
only a few days. 

2) Most of the officials are Balubas who held various 
posts in Elisabethville and are not perfectly familiar 
with the situation existing here. 

3) Most of them have been chosen for political reasons 
and have nGt yet proved their ability. 

4) The financial situation of the different Ministries 
and the Government administration as a whole is in 
extremely bad shape. 

5) According to the declarations of all the officials 
I have met, they are constantly addressing their 
requests to the Ministries in Leo who do not even 
acknowledge receipt. 

I would only point out the difficulties we have had to face 
when trying to solve the problem of flour supply which is one amongst 
thousands of difficulties this area has to contend with and you will 
clearly see how difficult it is to solve the most elementary problem • 
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I I am extremely concerned at the present economic situation 

here and I am afraid that if my interpretation of your guidance to let 
Provincial authorities solve their problems by themselves is correct, 

' there i s very little chance that the situation will improve. On the 
contrary it seems that the very insignificant activity remaining after 
therecent political and military events could develop into a complete 
collapse of t he economy. I am perfectly aware that provincial authorities 
must face their responsibilities, being convinced that if they always 
rely on ONUC, they will never be able to handle properly their affairs. 
But I am sure that the emergency economic situatione1:isting here 
necessitates that the Civil Mission contributes as much as possible 
towards the restoration of normal conditions. 
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