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April 8, 2016 

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 
United Nations Headquarters 
405 East 42nd Street 
New York, NY 10017 

Dear Secretary-General: 
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EOSG/CENT RAL 

As the Executive Director of the Women's Refugee Commission, I am pleased to invite you to join 
us for our annual Voices of Courage Awards luncheon. 

It has never been easy for the millions of women and girls forced to flee their homes because of 
conflict and violence, and recently, the crisis has grown to unprecedented proportions. The news 
challenges us every day to redouble our efforts to respond to this humanitarian crisis. 

The Women's Refugee Commission will recognize those who are working at the forefront of this 
crisis at our annual Voices of Courage Luncheon this spring in New York. Antonio Guterres, former 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees, will be honored with the Lifetime Achievement Award. His 
dedication to refugees, and in particular women and girls, has been both inspiring and 
instrumental to bringing awareness and resources to address humanitarian issues. Mina Jaf, an 
Iraqi-Kurdish refugee living in Brussels, and Cho Lay Mar, a displaced person in Myanmar, will be 
recognized for their resilience and bravery. 

The Women's Refugee Commission would be deeply honored for you to join us at the 2016 Voices 
of Courage Awards Luncheon and would like to extend to you a complimentary, non-transferable 
ticket to this event. The luncheon will be held from 11:30am to 2:00pm on Thursday, April 21 at 
Cipriani 42nd Street. 

The Voices of Courage Awards Luncheon is attended by 400-500 leaders in business, international 
humanitarian organizations, and philanthropy. It is our organization's most important public 
education and fund raising event. All proceeds support our programs to identify the specific needs 
of refugee women and girls and protect their human rights, health, and well-being while on the 
move and living in refugee camps and urban areas. 

I realize that your schedule is incredibly busy, but I do hope that you will be able to attend our 
event. 

My colleague Tara Steinke will follow up with your office shortly. 
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Sacah Costa ~ c~ Q 
Executive Director 
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2016 VOICES OF COURAGE HONOREES LI FETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

MINA JAF 

Mina Jaf spent her first 20 years as 
a refugee. She was born during a 
chemical gas attack in Iraqi Kurdistan 
in 1988. Her family then fled over 
the mountains to Iran. She grew up 
keenly aware of the importance of 
bureaucratic details for the displaced: 
which tine to stand in, what forms to 
fill out. Now an emerging leader and 
refugee advocate in Brussels, Mina Jaf 
enlists others to join her as a fierce ally 
for refugee women as they begin their 
new lives. 

CHO LAY MAR 

Cho Lay Mar champions peace and 
inter-ethnic understanding in Rakhine 
State. Myanmar. where she was born 
and raised. She has dedicated herself 
to improving the lives of vulnerable 
populations. including Muslim girls 
and women, even in the fa ce of great 
resistance. in her role as program 
officer at Community & Family 
Services International. Her ability to 
build positive retationships with her 
government and her commitment to 
peace and diplomacy distinguish Cho 
Lay Mar as a true voice of courage. 

ANTONIO GUTERRES 

UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER 
FOR REFUGEES - 2005 -2015 

As UN High Commissioner for Refugees. 
An t6nio Guterres devoted his energy, 
diplomacy, and intellectual vigor to 
elevate refugee issues for the world 0s 60 
million displaced persons. A strong and 
impassioned advocate for the particu lar 
issues facing displaced women and 
children. he lived up to his call to ·tight 
for a world where women and girls. 
are respected in thei r homes. schools. 
workplaces. and communities. \where 
they can I walk freely, without fear.· 

2016 CORPORATE LEADERSHIP AWARDS 

HAMDI ULUKAYA 

FOUNDER & CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER. CHOBANf 

FOUNDER. THE TENT FOUNDATION 

Entrepreneur and philanthropist Hamdi Ulukaya seeks to 
improve the lives and livelihoods of the 60 million people 
who have been forcibly displaced around the globe 
through the dedicated efforts of the Tent Foundation, 
which he founded in 2015. Tent advances its mission 
by fun ding direct assistance. investing in innovation. 
and promoting policies and partnerships to help the 
displaced realize their full potential. 

SAP SE 

AWARD ACCEPTED BY ANKA WITTENBERG 

CHIEF DIVERSITY & INCLUSION OFFICER, SAP SE 

SAP, one of the wortd·s largest-software manufacturers. 
shows an exemplary commitment to refugee rights. 
Its three-pillar approach to pressing refugee issues 
generates real solutions in a complex crisis. SAP provides 
humanitarian aid through corporate and employee 
giving. taps corporate innovation that brings to bear big 
data·on expansive challenges. and fosters workforce 
integration to support long-term solutions fo r refugees 
and their families. SAP·s leadership and robust corporate 
social responsibility program distinguish the company as 
a voice of courage. 
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Research. Rethink. Resolve. 

Th e Women 's Refugee Commiss ion improves the lives 
and protects the rights of women, children, and youth 
displa ced by conflict and crisis . 

womensrefugeecommission.org 

~ @wrcommission 11 /wrcommission 

WOMEN'S REFUGEE COMMISSION LEADERSHIP 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR El izabeth L. Daniels Katharine I. Crost Rukshan Mistry 
Sarah Costa Thao Huu Van Do Elizabeth L. Daniels* Holly E. Myers 

Meredith Feiner Julie Daum Carmen O'Shea 
HONORARY CHAIR Carol Hymowitz Jacqueline de Chollet Jane Olson 
Liv Ullmann Jurate Kazickas Valentino Achak Deng Stephanie Peters 

David Pteasance Terence Dougherty Molly Ra iser 
CO - CHAIRS Eileen Serra Helen R. DuBois Hazel Reitz 
Jocelyn Cunningham Amb. Donald Steinberg Jodie Eastman Susan F. Rice 
Martha Gallo Deborah Tolman Elizabeth Ferri s Faye Richardson 

Sandra Sennett Tully Maggie Fox Debbie Welch Rosenberg 
CH AIRS EMERITAE Linda Verba Mimi Frankel Nancy Rubin 
Glenda Bu rkhart Debra Watton Chrystia Freeland Dora B. Schriro 
Dina Dublon Carrie We lch David Gind\er Jill Schuker 
Jurate Kazickas Princess Sarah Zeid Barbara McIntyre Hack Nina Schwalbe 
Judy Mayotte Sian Hansen Pippa Scott 
Kath leen Newland COMMISSIONERS Janet T. Hanson Catherine Shimony 
Regina S. Peruggi Sheppie Abramowitz Susan Jonas Diane Sinti 

Susan Stark Alberti Jurate Kazickas* Indira Kajosevic Skoric 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS Analisa Leonor Balares Aster Kidane Anne Tatlock 
Liz Appel Wendy Beer Sarah Kovne r Chris Wasserstein 
Annabelle Bexiga Dale Bernstein Catherine Lacour Sakena Yacoobi 
Zrinka Bra lo Joan Bingham Ruth Lazaru s 
Joy Bunson Natasha Bo issier Susan F. Martin 
S;ir;ih Cmt;i f P.x-nffic:inl Dawn Ca labia Christine A. McConne ll .. Co-chairs of the Commissioners 


