
Note to the Secretary-General 

CAMBODIA/THAILAND: BORDER TENSIONS 
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1. On l?J~-~~-~~nfn:mt~!i~nl?.e!~~-~!1 C:.~J!l-~O~ian ?-f1_d _1P'!L!~<?<?2.S.~_r011_~~..!h_~ ~g~de~ (.l~~a 
resull~<:L!n m~ar violence, as the d_iS.P-!J.J~ between the two countries ov:er the Pr~~b _Yih_~ar t.eJ.n.P-l~ 
escal_a~e-~. It is reported that over 500 Thai and 800 Cambodian troops are deployed as of today. 

2. The ancient temple has long been a source of contention between Cambodia and Thailand, 
as both sides have claimed the temple and the area around it over the years. In 1_962, the International 
Court ofJl!_stice rul~d that t~_e temple belonged to Cambodia; the Court however did notre~olv~ 
a 1.8 squar~ !lliJe_;~r_~~ll~_,n:Jh.~J~mple. The ~gept military ~_oqfrQnJC;J.JjQ_fl,j§_taking RJ.a~~- near 
a pagoda compound situated in this un-demarcated zone. 

3. Aj_oint-communigue ~_ign_~d- on _L8_}t1ne py the Tl!ai_F:()J_~ig!!_M!_f!~~_r-~12_~- ~~e Calll\JocEan 
Deputy_I_>_ri~:p.~ Minister, endorsing Cambodia's application for UNESCO World Heritage Status, 
seemed to_bay_e gr_c;wp!e_d_th.~_.f!l_rrent -crf~s~ The communiql:i6 re;iulted in a-general outcry in thailand. 
Subsequent to UNESCO's approval of Cambodia's application, the Thai Constitutional Court ruled 
that Foreign Minister Pattama's signature to the communique was unconstitutional, which led to 
his resignation on 10 July. 

4. On 16 July, Thailand began to deploy its troops to the pagoda compound. In response, 
Cambodia sent its troops, accusing Thailand of border violations. The next night, 50 Cambodian 
troops entered the pagoda, allegedly to protect food supplies for the monks, with a threat of an armed 
confrontation between both sides, although violence was eventually averted. Bo!P. __ C::'!rr!_~C>q_ian and 
Thai au~h_Q!j!i~-~-~-t~d_!ha!_th~_situation hc.td stabilized and ~as unlikely to e_scalate further. 

5. In an attempt to resolve the issue, Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen sent a letter to 
Thai Prime Minister Sam.ak og 17 J_ulyJ~q~~ti~g- the ~ith~~a~~(~f_Thai fO'rces. -~EH~eting bet~e~_g_ 
tb.Yir_~~p~c_tjy_~_:S..Qt.ci~r Commoi_tt~es _i~ sched!lle9 for_~ 1 July _C!_t Sa_KC;le}V, a Thai border province. 
Deputy Prime Minster Sok An is expected to head the Cambodian delegation; there has been no 
confirmation from the Thai side. 

6. The 9l!_ITeJlt crisi~ ~Quld fu_rtb~Lc!~sta_bilize Thailand's already volatile }20liticall&ndsca}2S: as 
the opposition could use it as further justification to rally anti-government sentiments. There has not 
yet been any indication as to how the situation is impacting Cambodian politics and Prime Minister 
Hun Sen' s Cambodian People's Party in its run up to the 27 July parliamentary elections. An if asked 
statem~D.t .At!ributable to the S QOk_~~Qerso_!LQj th~-S~H~t~ry:_ye_!le@L ha~_Q_eel} _ _R!:_ep~~~~-c!_(~t!ached).: 
APDIDPA is closely monitoring the situation in consultation with the UN Resident Coordinators in 
Bangkok and Phnom Penn. 
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IF ASKED 

STATEMENT ATTRIBUTABLE TO THE SPOKESPERSON FOR THE SECRETARY­
GENERAL 

CAMBODIA/THAILAND: TENSIONS ON THE BORDER 
NEAR THE PREAH VIHEAR TEMPLE 

The Secretary-General is closely following the situation on the Cambodia-Thailand border near the 
Preah Vihear Temple. He is concerned about the current escalation of tensions between the two 
countries, including the build-up of troops. The Secretary-General calls for restraint on both sides and 
hopes that this matter can be resolved peacefully and by diplomatic means in the context of the 
excellent relations that traditionally exist between the two countries. 

New York 
18 July 2008 


