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UNITED KINGDOM MISSION TO THE UNITED NATIONS

845 THIRD AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y.
PAKISTAN

Sir"Alec Douglas-Home No. 11

The following is the text of the statement by the United
Kingdom Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs,
The Rt, Hon. Sir Alec Douglas-Home in the United Kingdom House of
Commons on 5 April, 1971

Since I last reported to the House the conflict in East Pakistan
has continued. Our information about that has taken place is still
not complete but there can be no doubt that many lives have been
lost. The whole House and country will join me in urging an end to
the strife and a start of reconciliation and on the task of
bringing relief to the injured and the homeless.

Over the past weeks we followed with anxiety the courssof
political negotiations in Pakistan and my right honourable Friend
the Prime Minister, had expressed to President Yahya Khan his concern
that political differences would be settled by agreement. We were
aware of the endeavours of the President to achieve this end and
we hoped that these would be successful. We feared that violence
would do permanent damage to the constitutional fabric of Pakistan,
To our great regret negotiations collapsed and military force
was used.

We are deeply concerned at the loss of life and suffering
of all sections of the Pakistan community and welcome the
President's statement that his aim remains the transfer of power
to the elected representatives of the people. It is our earnest
hope that this objective will be achieved.

Her Majesty's Government have no intention of interfering in
Pakistan's internal affairs and I wish again to emphasise that
this is our position. It is the people of Pakistan themselves who
must decide their own destinies, and intervention from outside
will only complicate a very difficult and distressing situation.

The British Government and public gave dramatic evidence of
their deep compassion for the East Pakistanis who suffered in the
cyclone last year. We again stand ready to play our part in an
international effort to help in mitigating suffering in East
Pakistan, should we be asked to do so.

The House will wish to know that we have still received no
report of injury or damage to British subjects or property in East
Pakistan apart from the attack on the British Council premises in
Dacca which I reported in my earlier statement. It has however not
been possible to contact some British subjects known to be in
outlying areas. In these circumstances the Deputy High Commissioner
advised that women and children and those whose presence was not
essential should leave the country if in their judgment they could
make the 'journey to Dacca in safety. As a result, about 100 United
Kingdom nationals have left Dacca by air by Royal Air Force and
civil aircraft since my last statement; and about forty have left
Chittagong by sea.

I should like to express my gratitude to the Deputy High
Commissioner and his staff in Dacca, to members of the British
community in East Pakistan and to the members of the Royal Air
Force and of the Merchant Marine who have been cool, resourceful
and effective in a very difficult and dangerous situation.

/Supplementary Questions
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Supplementary Questions

Mr. Healey: The House will welcome what the right honourable
Gentleman said about the Government's intention to give material
aid to those who are suffering in the present situation and also
what the right hon. Gentleman said about the evacuation already
carried out of British subjects. We join in the tribute he has
paid to those responsible for carrying out that evacuation so
competently in such difficult circumstances.

In view of the very convincing reputation of indiscriminate
bloodshed in East Pakistan and the patent risk of external
intervention in these events, may I underline to the right hon.
Gentleman the importance of Her Majesty's Government using any
influence they can bring to bear on the two issues to which the right
hon. Gentleman has himself referred? These are, first, that there
should be an immediate end to the bloodshed and, secondly, that there
should be a peaceful solution of the political problems of East
Pakistan'in accordance with the wishes of the people of that territory,
expressed with such remarkable unanimity in the recent elections.

All of us in this House, will, I am sure, be deeply concerned
about the physical safety of Sheikh Rahman and the other leaders of
the people of East Pakistan. Has the right hon. Gentleman any
information to give the House aboiit their present whereabouts and
situation? Can he assure the House that he will express to the
Pakistan Government the desire of all of us on both sides of the
House that people so recently elected with such an overwhelming vote
should be treated with the respect they deserve in a democracy?

Sir Alec Douglas-Home: We will certainly use any influence
we have to make clear that we hope that bloodshed will be ended as
soon as possible. There have been elections quite lately and there was
the intention of calling together the Assembly to frame a constitution.
We hope that these processes can be resumed. Certainly, too, we are
interested in clemency and justice, but the right hon. Gentleman
will not ask me to make a judgment about the internal affairs of
Pakistan.

Mr. Braine: While it is right that there should be no
intervention in the internal affairs of a friendly Commonwealth
country, is my right hon. Friend aware that the basic problem facing
Pakistan is the sharp economic disparity between the two wings of
that country? Is he further aware that the select committee sub-
committee -which went to Pakistan at the end of 1969 carte away
convinced that substantial outside help from the world community
would be necessary if that disparity was to be corrected? Will
Her Majesty's Government take any initiative in calling an early
meeting with, or having discussions with the World Bank and the Pakisfer
Consortium to see whether some definite and positive move could be
made in this direction.

Sir Alec Douglas-Home: I have long been convinced, as everyone
has, that a programme of economic development is necessary for East
Pakistan. We are willing to play any part in an international
organisation wM.-Vh v/o^ld contribute to that 3i-u. The first Thing,
however, is to end the fighting and get back to some kind of political
stability in that country.

Mr. Shore: We welcome what the right hon. Gentleman has said
about the need for reconciliation. Will he add something more about
the safety of Sheikh Rahman and impress upon the Pakistan Government
how essential it is to release the leaders of this freely elected
democratic party so that the political process can be resumed?

Sir Alec Douglas-Home: I do not think I can go further than to
say that, in our view, there will have to be a political settlement.
For that purpose, there must be political talks. I cannot, as a member
of the British Government, possibly dictate to anyone in Pakistan
what form those talks should take.

/Mr. St. John Stevas
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Mr. St. John Stevas: While fully supporting my right hon.
Friend's declaration of neutrality arid non-interference, may I ask
him to use his influence to impress upon neighbouring states,
including India, the necessity to follow a similar policy?

Sir Alec Douglas-Home: As I understand it, the Prime Ministar
of India has said that India has no intention of intervening in the
internal affairs of Pakistan, and has cautioned people against
creating new difficulties by talking of it.

Mr. Thorpe: All of us would agree that we should not interfere
in the internal affairs of Pakistan, but, while accepting that the
Commonwealth Study' Group - for reasons I will not go into - is not
exactly a happy precedent, may I ask the right hon. Gentleman whether
he'would not nevertheless approach the Commonwealth Secretary-General
to see whether there could not be some Commonwealth initiative for a
form of mediation which would bring the two sides together?

Sir Alec Douglas-Home: This must be a matter for the Government
of Pakistan if they, want any assistance.

Mr. Douglas Mann: Is the right hon. Gentleman aware of the
widespread feeling that Pakistan can never again, after the events
of the last few weeks, be one country? Is he further aware that to
take the view that this is an internal matter of a Commonwealth
country — which in most circumstances would be perfectly proper and
appropriate — is not in this context the right one, and that the
British Government do have influence and should be using it to secure
a cease-fire? Is the right hon. Gentleman further aware that there
is a widespread opinion on both sides of this House — an all-Party
motion to this effect secured over one hundred signatures today —
that the right hon. Gentleman should use the significant influence
he can exercise to ensure that the fighting in Pakistan ceases as
soon as possible.

Sir Alec Douglas-Home: Certainly I respond to the hon.
Gentleman's request. We will use all the influence we can. We
are deeply concerned about the division of Pakistan. We believe
that the division should be ended. I do not believe that it will
be ended by external intervention, although it may be helped by
private advice.

6 April, 1971

0
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UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS

MISSION TO THE UNITED NATIONS

PRESS-RELEASE

.13.6 EAST 67t{i STREET,.NEW YORK 21, N. Y. . #22

' • • ' - ! . . ' ' ' . ' . . "'. ^ AprU 5, 1971

NIKOIAI PODGORNY'S MESSAGE TO THE PRESIDENT

OF PAKISTAN

"Esteemed Mr. President,

The report that the talks in Dacca had been broken off and that the
military administration had found it ,possible to resort to extreme measures and
used armed force against the population of East Pakistan was met with great
alarm in the Soviet Union.

Soviet people cannot but be concerned by the numerous casualties, by
the sufferings and privations that such a development of events brings to the
people of Pakistan. Concern is also caused in the Soviet Union by the arrests
and persecution of M. Rahman and other politicians who had received such con-
vincing support by the overwhelming majority of the population of East Pakistan
at the recent general elections. Soviet people have always sincerely wished the
people of Pakistan all the best and flourishing and rejoiced at their successes
in solving in a democratic manner the complex problems that faced the country.

words
In these days of trial for the Pakistani people we cannot but say a few/

coming from true friends. We have been and remain convinced that the complex
problems that have arisen in Pakistan of late can and must be solved politically/
without use of force. Continuation of repressive measures and bloodshed in
East Pakistan, will, undoubtedly, only make the solution of the problems more
difficult and may do great harm to the vital interests of the entire people of
Pakistan,

We consider it our duty to address you, Mr. President, on behalf of the
Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR/ with an Insistent appeal for the
adoption of the most urgent measures to stop the bloodshed and repressions
against the population in East Pakistan and for turning to methods of a peaceful
political settlement. We are convinced that this would meet the interests of the
entire people of Pakistan, and the interests of preserving peace in the area.
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A peaceful solution of the problems that have arisen would be
received with satisfaction by the entire Soviet people.

In appealing to you we were guided by the generally recognized
humanitarian principles.recorded In the universal declaration of human
rights and by concern for the welfare of the friendly people of Pakistan.

We, hope, Mr. President, that you will correctly interpret the
motives by which we are guided in making this appeal. It is our sincere
wish that tranguilUy and justice be established in East Pakistan In the
shortest possible time.

April 3, 1971".
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Press Release REF/558
1 June 1971

UNKCR AMNOUMCES..RECEIPT OF FURTHER^CONTRIBUTIONS FOR AID TO

DISPLACED PERSONS FROM EAST_PAKISTAM IN INDIA.

(The following is reproduced as received from the Geneva headquarters of
the UNHCR,)

The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, in its

capacity as the focal point for United Nations assistance to displaced persons

from East Pakistan in India, today announced further governmental contributions

in response to the Secretary-General's appeal of 19 May.

Canada has pledged $2 million in foodstuffs, medical supplies and cash to

be forwarded through United Nations and private agencies.

The Federal Republic of Germany has announced a first contribution of

1 million deutsche marks ($273,200) that is being made through UNHCR as the

focal point.

Meanwhile the World Food Programme (WFP) announced on 28 May an additional

$2 million food shipment.

With the above, the total contribution hitherto pledged through multilateral

channels amounts to about $US 11.2 million.

Representation of Focal Point Function in India

To ensure the representation of the focal point function in India,

Thomas Jatnieson, a UNHCR senior staff member, is leaving on Thursday, 3 June,

for New Delhi, where he will maintain close contact with the Indian authorities

and members of the United Nations system.

* JJ. V,,v. AC.
^ A A vv
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Press Release SG/1755
k June 1971

SECRETARY-GENERAL'S REPRESENTATIVE MEETS WITH PAKISTAN PRESIDENT

TO DISCUSS MODALITIES OF RELIEF ASSISTANCE TO EAST PAKISTAN

The following statement is being released in Islamabad and at United

Nations Headquarters, New York, on k June 1971 I

"The President of Pakistan received on Friday morning Mr. Ismat T, Kittani,

Assistant Secretary-General of the United Nations. The purpose of Mr. Kittani' s

visit was to discuss on behalf of the Secretary-General the modalities of

United Nations relief assistance to East Pakistan. The President requested

Mr. Kittani to convey to the Secretary-General of the United Nations the

appreciation of the Government of Pakistan and its readiness to co-operate fully

at all levels in the planning and implementation of relief operations. There

•was full agreement on the manner in which the operation should be organized and

the President was pleased to welcome the arrangements envisaged by the United

Nations for this purpose.

"Mr. Kittani will proceed to Dacca on Monday, 7 June. He will be

accompanied by Mr. Bahgat A. El-Tawil, who has been appointed by the Secretary-

General, with the agreement of the Government of Pakistan, as his Representa-

tive in East Pakistan, In that capacity, Mr. El-Tawil will act as the focal

point in Dacca for ensuring co-ordination of the work of the agencies and

programmes of the United Nations family which will provide assistance in their

respective fields. Mr. Kittani will then return to New York.

"Mr. Kittani also held discussions with the Economic Adviser to the

President, the Foreign Secretary, the Finance Secretary, the Secretary for

Economic Co-ordination and External Assistance, as well as with other senior

Pakistani Officials on the details connected with the organization and

implementation of the relief operations."

*
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Press Release H/2192
7 June 19Y1

WHO: SENDS.MEDICAL SUPPLIES TO. COMBAT CHOLERA OUTBREAK

AMONG REFUGEES IN INDIA

(The .following is reproduced as received from WHO headquarters at
Geneva,) '

Details on the epidemic of cholera in West Bengal, India, have now

reached the headquarters of the World Health Organization (WHO) at Geneva from

governmental sources via the WHO Regional Office in New Delhi. The total

number of hobpitalized cases of cholera and gastro-enteritis reported by the

Government to the press on 6 June, was around 10,000, including JjOOO deaths.

The epidemic stretches along the frontier with East Pakistan to a point

near Calcutta. More detailed information is expected as services become better

organized.

West Bengal is an area where cholera is endemic. A serioues situation

has arisen because of the influx of refugees from an equally endemic area at the

time of the nonsoon.

A request for supplies to fight the cholera epidemic was received from

the Indian Director-General of Health Services and the Permanent Mission of

India in Geneva on Friday, h June. In co-operation with the United Nations

High Commissioner for Refugees, the request js being met, and two and a half tons

of supplies have already left Geneva by air on Saturday and Sunday, 5 and 6

June.

The total quantities being supplied are as follows: 20 pedojets, 75,000

syringes, 300,000 needles, 500,000 doses of vaccine, 250,000 litres of rehydra-

tion fluid, 1 million capsules of tetracycline and 1,000 bottles of tetracycline

syrup.

(more)
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The value of the supplies is about $325,000, of which WHO has contributed

$115,000 and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees $185,000. The

rest consists of donated supplies.

Sources of supply are as follows: the disposable syringes are a gift from

the United States Government and the vaccine is donated by the Fasteur Institute

in Paris. The tetracycline capsules are being bought in Switzerland, the

Syrup in London, and the rehydration fluid from a Geneva firm.

Transport of these bulky quantities by air is costly and help has been

offered by India (supplies so far carried have gone by Air India), the United

Kingdom and the United States.

The total air-lift schedule is for 30-̂ 0 tons of material per week for the

next eight to 10 weeks.

In addition to the High Coaimissioner for Refugees, WHO is in close contact

with the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICE?) and the League of Red Cross

Societies in this aid operation.

The cholera situation has also become more serious in Africa, where

several hundred deaths from cholera have occurred near Lake Chad and an

outbreak is reported from Uganda in an area near the frontier with the Sudan.

* •*** *
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Press Release REF/560
8 June 1971

UNHCR ANNOUNCES RECEIPT OF FIVE FURTHER GOVERNMENTAL CONTRIBUTIONS,

FOR AID TO EAST PAKISTANIS IN INDIA

(The following is reproduced as received from the Geneva headquarters
of UNHCR.)

The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCE),

in its capacity as the focal point for assistance by the United Nations system

to East Pakistanis in India, today announced five further governmental

contributions in response to the Secretary-General1s appeal of 19 May and to

follow up action by the focal point.

Cyprus is contributing £2,000 ($U,8oo) to the focal point.

France has pledged a special contribution of 2.5 million1 francs ($̂ 53,000)

to UNHCR for emergency aid.

Japan is giving $2.5 million to the focal point through the World Food

Programme (WP) for the purchase of rice in Japan.

The Netherlands has decided to make available 1.5 million guilders

($H23,700), of which one half will go to UNHCR in the form of cash or medicines

and one half in food through a channel yet to be designated. This follows an

earlier contribution by the Netherlands of 100,000 guilders ($28,200), of which

50,000 guilders went to the League of Red Cross Societies and 50,000 guilders

to UMHCS.

The United Kingdom has indicated it will make available £750,000 ($1.8

million) through the WFP for the purchase of food grain. Taking into account

an earlier British comnitment of £1 million, the United Kingdom contribution

now amounts to £2 million ($U.8 million).

The five new contributions raise the total pledged to date for Pakistanis

in India through multilateral channels to over $17 million.

(more)
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(The following contributions have previously been announced by UNHCR:

Governmental; Canada, $2 million; the Federal Republic of Germany, $275,000;

the United Kingdom, $2.4 million; the United States, $2.5 million. United^Nations

System; the WFP, $3.1 million; UNHCR, $500,000; the United Nations Children's

Fund (UNICES'), $1*00,000.)

Nordic Countries

Meanwhile the Governments of Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Finland and Iceland

have decided to call a meeting in Stockholm on Friday, 11 June, which will be

attended by senior officials from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the five

countries, for an exchange of views on the needs of Pakistanis in India.

The Nordic Governments have .invited the United Nations ".High Commissioner

for Refugees, in his capacity as the focal point for United Nations assistance,
to send a representative to the meeting in Stockholm.

When announcing this meeting, the Government of Sweden stated that it is
anticipated that massive aid will be channelled through the focal point for
assistance for the Pakistanis in India.

Voluntary Agencies in United Kingdom

In the United Kingdom, a television appeal is being made today by a

disaster-emergency committee composed of five voluntary agencies (the British

Red Cross, Christian Aid, OXFAM, Save the Children and War on Want) for

contributions to an India-Pakistan relief fund to combat disease, famine and

homelessness in India and Pakistan through the provision of food, medical

supplies and shelter.

The British Government has already informed the voluntary agencies that it

will put at their disposal vaccines and medical supplies in any quantity

required.

*
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Press Release SG/C/169
REF/568

17 Juna 1971

BELGIUM.ANNOUNCES CONTRIBUTIONS /OR EAST PAKISTAN

AND FOR_EAST_ PAKISTANIS. IN INDIA

The Government of Belgium has confirmed its decision to contribute

20 million Belgian francs (approximately $*!-00,000) to aid people .affected by

the recent events in East Pakistan.

Of this amount, 7.5 million francs (about $150,000) will be placed at the

disposition of the Secretary-General for the programme of rehabilitation and

aid to East Pakistan, according to a letter from the Permanent Representative

of Belgium, Edouard Longerstaey, to the Secretary-General.

A similar sum of 7.5 million francs will be contributed to the Office of

the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees for aid to East Pakistani

refugees in India, (The latter contribution was reported earlier in Press

Release REF/562 of 10 June.)

In his letter dated lo June, Mr. Longerstaey referred to the Secretary-

General's appeal to Governments, intergovernmental organizations and non-

governmental organisations and private sources to aid the people of East

Pakistan, in an effort of human solidarity.

In addition to the Belgian Government's contribution, steps have been taken

by Belgian private organisations, the Belgian letter stated.

The text of the letter follox̂ s:

Original in French

J'ai 1'honneur de porter a votre connaissance que le Gouvernement de la

Belgique a decide d'octroyer vingt millions de francs beiges en faveur des

victimes des evenements du Pakistan oriental.

A cette fin, les premieres mesures ont ete prises et mon Gouvernement

mettra a votre disposition, a tres bref delai, le montant de fr.b. 7.500.000

(more)
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a titre de participation au programme de rehabilitation et d'aide au Pakistan

oriental. D'autre part, un nieine nontant de fr.b. 7-500.000 sera verse tres

prochainement au conipte du Haut-Commissaire des nations Unies pour les

refugies en vus de venir en aide aux victimes se trouvant sur le territoire

de 1'Inde.

Independamment du don du Gouvernement beige, des initiatives ont ete

prises par des organisations privees beiges.

J'ose espcrer. Monsieur le Secretaire general, que cette decision de la

Belgique repondra a 1'appel que vous aves lance aux Gouvernements, aux

organisations intergouvernementales et non gouvernementales et aux institutions

privees de contribuer a 1'effort de solidarite humanitaire en faveur des

populations du Pakistan oriental.

Veuillez agreer, Monsieur le Secretaire general, I1assurance de ma tres

haute consideration.

Translation in Englisli

I have the honour to inform you that the Government of Belgium has decided

to contribute 20 million Belgian francs in favour of the victims of events in

East Pakistan.

To this end, the first measures have been taken and my Government will

place at your disposal very shortly the sura of 7,500,000 Belgian francs for

the programme of rehabilitation and aid to East Pakistan. In addition, a like

sum of 7,500,000 Belgian francs will be deposited very soon to the account of

the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, for the purpose

of aiding victims who are in Indian territory.

Independently of the gift of the Belgian Government, initiatives have been

taken by Belgian private organizations.

I hope, Mr. Secretary-General, that this decision of Belgium will answer

the appeal ycu have issued to Governments, intergovernmental and non-

governmental ocraiusatior.s and private institutions to contribute to the effort

of hu~s.n solidr.ri'r/ in favour of the people of East Pakistan.

Please accept, Mr. Secretary-General, the assurance of my very high

consideration.
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i/No.110/71 * June 18, 1971

PRESS RELEASE

INDIA ACTING WITH PATIENCE, FORBEARANCE
AND RESTRAINT

INDIA'S EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER ON
SITUATION IN BANGLA DESH

"We have acted with patience, forbearance and restraint. But >.-.?
cannot sit idle if the edifice of our political stability and economic
well-being is threatened,17 India's Minister for External Affairs,
Sardar Swaran Singh, said, while addressing the National Press Club
in Washington on June 17, 1971.

Sardar Swaran Singh outlined the situation in Bangla Desh, the
developments that led to it and the problems facing India, Asia and the
world, as a result of actions of Islamabad and called for concerted
pressures on the Yahya regime for political solution.

Mr. Singh advocated the opening of camps inside East Bengal for
temporary accommodation of refugees and said such camps should be
administered by the refugees under international supervision. This alone,
he said, could give them enough confidence about their future security
and they would return. He saids "The tragedy of East Bengal looms large
on the horizon of India today; it looms large on the horizons of Asia,,
It poses grave threat to peace and progress in our region. I wish to
draw your attention to the dangerous potential of this problem for us
and for our region,, We should also consider the consequences that we may have
to face tomorrow if today, due to a sense of indifference or helplessness
or out of some misplaced feeling of delicacy to the perpetrators of the
tragedy, we permit the situation to drift further „«- The concern and
anxiety about this situation are not ours alone .*, The character and
magnitude of the happenings in essential are such that they are bound to
have repercussions beyond the frontiers of Pakistan and be a source of
concern to international community<,"

"The suppression of democratic principles in East Bengal by the
army," Mr. Singh said, "could not be defended on the ground that it was
an attempt to deal with the secessionist movement. The movement had
demanded only autonomy and independence was proclaimed only after it was
struck and in the wake of that bloodbath* The case is, therefore, clearly
of the minority., equipped with gifts of money and arms from abroad, trying
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to undo through the use of brute force the verdict of popular vote."

Outlying the economic, social and other problems being faced by
India that was even now receiving one refugee every second, Mr. Singh
expressed the hope that the United States, "the prosperous country of
generous, humanitarian instincts", and other countries of the world would
address themselves more adequately to the problems and needs of relief.

Sardar Swaran Singh said, while relief, urgent and necessary though,
it was mere pallative and not a solution, was necessary to stop further
influx of refugees and and that was possible only if military action
stopped forthwith. "The international community must persuade and
pressurise the Government of Pakistan to that end,"

Equally, conditions must be created for return to East Bengal of
those who were forced to take shelter in India, and the Pakistan
Government must be made to accept proper responsibility for the
rehabilitation of these refugees in their homes and in the meantime their
properties must be "preserved and protected under international supervision,"
he said,

Sardar Swaran Singh added that, "the return and settlement of
the refugees in their homes will obviously take a while and relief measures
will be necessary and camps will have to be set up for the purpose. It
seems to us that temporary relief camps should be se t up in East Bengal
itself and the refugees now in India should be transferred to these
camps;" On Pakistan's claims that it had set up such camps, Mr. Singh
said the refugees were not returning because they had no faith in
Pakistan Government's declarations of amnesty. He saids "It is therefore
necessary to restore their confidence that they will be well treated on
their return, that they will enjoy the safety of person and property and
that bona fide measures will be taken to rehabilitate them and protect
their rights and interests. As a measure in that direction, some area
in Pakistan may have to be set aside for these temporary camps to be
administered by refugees themselves under international supervision,,"

Sardar Swaran Singh emphasised that the basic problem was
political, requiring political solution and expressed concern for the
personal safety and well-being of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, The world
community, he said, should persuade Pakistan's rulers to release him and
join with him in the search of political solution acceptable to the people
of East Bengal, "He symbolises hopes and aspirations of 75 million people
which were expressed as late as last December. These will not be extinguished
by his incarceration." Mr. Singh said, any economic aid now to Islamabad
Government was "bound to be used for suppression of the majority of
Pakistan's people." It was therefore not out of ill-will for the people
of Pakistan, but the desire that the agony of strife in Pakistan should end
quickly, "that we urge that all countries should suspend all military and
economic assistance to Pakistan until political solution acceptable to the
people of East Bengal is found."

Mr. Singh outlined how India had been so far at the receiving end
of results of the reign of terror unleashed on March 25, and said that
"the point had now been reached where the actions of Pakistan's military
government threaten to disrupt the economic, social and political fabric of



our society and our state. These actions threaten to engulf our region in
conflict, the end of which is not easy to predict. "We have acted with
patience, forbearance and restraints But we cannot sit idly by if the
edifice of our political stability and economic well-being is threatened,"

He said, any support given to Pakistani military rulers from any
quarter encouraged them in their present course of intransigence and to
that extent the support given by the People's Republic of China to
Islamabad had encouraged them to continue on their path of repression.

Mr. Singh said, cholera and the fear of epidemics amongst the
refugees were being controlled and suggested that to some extent the
emphasis on cholera etc., were attempts at diverting the attention from the
core of the problem.

Answering a question, Mr. Singh said, in his talks with the
United States leaders he had stressed the need to deal with the root of
the problem and not the symptoms, "I will not be representing things
faithfully if I were to say that all this fell on deaf ears." In answer
to another question, Mr. Singh said, even without any diplomatic protests,
a clear expression of disapproval by the US Government would go a long
way to applying corrective measures in Islamabad and deter them against
continuing the military action.

About the Pakistani Government' , distributing international aid
inside East Bengal, Mr. Singh said, "I have my grave doubts about their
capacity to dole out even relief in impartial manner*" Mr. Singh said,
his doubts were shared by the international community and by the
United Nations circles and that was why there had been insistence about thi
necessity of supervision by the United Nations of the distribution
arrangements.

"There is no substitute for experience," Mr. Singh said, and
pointed out that the boats given to Pakistan for cyclone relief had been
used by the military in dealing with the freedom fighters and much of
the relief goods provided for cyclone relief still remained to be
utilized.
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TEXT OF LETTER TO SECRETARY-GENERAL FROM DENMARK

ON AID TO EAST PAKISTAN REFUGEES IN INDIA

Following is the text of a letter dated 17 June to the Secretary-General,

U Thant, from the Permanent Representative of Denmark to the United Nations,

regarding a contribution for emergency assistance to refugees from East

Pakistan now in India:

The Permanent Representative of Denmark to the United Nations presents

his compliments to the Secretary-General of the United Nations and has the

honour to inform him that the Danish Government has decided to contribute with

an amount of 5*725,000 Danish kroner as aid to the emergency assistance to

refugees from East Pakistan now in India.

Of this sum, 5 million Danish kroner will be channelled through the

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees to the Indian Government's

assistance programme, 250,000 Danish kroner through the Danish Red Cross and

.175,000 Danish kroner through the Relief Service of the National Church of

Denmark.

At the same time, 2,275,000 Danish kroner has been reserved for assistance

at a later stage in East Pakistan or in India. The total contribution thus

amounts to 8 million Danish kroner.

The Permanent Representative of Denmark to the United Nations avails

himself of this opportunity to renew to the Secretary-General of the United

Nations the assurances of his highest consideration.

•U.™
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_. TEIPP.AS,.Cpj-ORDiriATQR

gOR._igT̂ HATIONAL HU.?jANITARIATL ASSISTANCE TO EAST PAKISTAN

The Secretary-General, tJ Thant, has appointed Stephen R. Tripp to act as

the Headquarters co-ordinator, within the framework of the Office for Inter-

Agency Affairs, for international humanitarian assistance from and through the

United Nations to East Pakistan.

It -will be recalled that, following upon the agreement with the Government

of Pakistan on the modalities of relief assistance, a representative of the

Secretary-General in East Pakistan was appointed and an appeal was made by the

Secretary-General to Governments; intergovernmental and non-governmental

organizations, as well as private sources, to help to supply the urgent relief

which is needed to alleviate the plight of the population of East Pakistan,

In this connexion, the Secretary-General has felt that there is an immediate

need for an official with extensiA^e experience in large-scale relief operations

who will "be responsible to Headquarters, on a full-time basic, for maintaining

constant contacts at the international level with the Governments, agencies

and other participants in this opere.tion«

Mr. Tripp will keep close liaison with the Secretary-General's representa-

tive in East Pakistan and his irrcersgency group in Dacca, in order to ensure

the prompt and effective implementation of all measures connected with the

relief operation in that area,,

Mr. Tripp served with the United States Agency for International Develop-

ment (AID) as Disaster Relief Co-ordinator from January 196̂  to June 1971.

*
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2k June 1971

TEXT OF CABLE TO SECRETARY-GENERAL FROM PRESIDENT OF UGANDA

ON ASSISTANCE TO EAST PAKISTAN REFUGEES IN INDIA

Following is the text of a cable sent on 23 June to the Secretary-General,

U Thant, from the President of the Republic of Uganda, General Idi Amin Dada,

regarding assistance to East Pakistan refugees in India:

"I have received your appeal in which you asked my Government to make a

contribution to alleviate the great suffering of the refugees who have been

displaced as a result of conditions existing in East Pakistan. My Government

is making an offer of 5,000 Uganda pounds for this purpose. This sum which I

hope will go some way to alleviate the suffering will be transmitted through the

Uganda Mission to the United Nations.

"I also wish to add that the United Nations, while concerning itself with

the worthy objective of assisting refugees, should also address itself to the

wider Issue of bringing the two countries together to work for a peaceful

settlement by discussion."

*
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TEXT OF LETTER TO SECRETARY-GENERAL FROM SPAIN

ON ASSISTANCE TO EAST PAKISTAN REFUGEES IN INDIA

Following is the text of a letter dated 11 June to the Secretary-General,

U Thant, from the Permanent Representative of Spain to the United Nations,

Jaime de Pinies, regarding assistance to East Pakistan refugees in India:

Text_in Spanish

"Excelencia,

"Tengo a honra comunicarle que, hacie'ndose eco del llamamiento de Vuestra

Excelencia de 19 de mayo pasado, solicitando urgente ayuda para los refugiados

de Pakistan Oriental en la India, el Consejo de Ministros de Espana ha aprobado

con fecha de hoy una ayuda on favor de dichos refugiados, por valor de

tres millones de pesetas. Esta ayuda sera canaliaada a traves de la Oficina

del Alto Comisario de las Naciones Unidas para los Refugiados,

"Por otra parte, la Cruz Roja espanola ha donado un millon de unidades de

vacuna anti-colera que seran distribuidas por la Liga Internacional de Sociedades

de la Cruz Roja.

"Aprovecho esta oportunidad para reiterar a Vuestra Excelencia el

testimonio de mi mas alta consideracion."

(more)
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Translated SummaiyirofTLetter

On 11 June 1971, Spain approved the contribution of 3,000,000 pesetas in

aid of East Pakistani refugees in India. This aid will be channelled through

the offices of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).

Furthermore, the Spanish Red Cross has contributed 1,000,000 units of

anti-cholera vaccine, which will be distributed through the International League

of Red Cross Societies.

•*## *
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24 June ].9T1

TEXT OF IETTER TO SECRETARY-GENERAL FROM AUSTRIA

ON AID TO EAST PAKISTAN REFUGEES IN INDIA

Following is the text of a letter dated 21 June to the Secretary-General,

U Thant, from the Permanent Representative of Austria to the United Nations,

Kurt Waldheim, regarding a contribution for emergency assistance to refugees

from East Pakistan in India:

In response to your appeal of May 19, 1971 f°r emergency assistance to

refugees from East Pakistan in India I have the honour to inform you that the

Austrian Federal Government has decided to contribute US $100,000.- subject

to parliamentary approval.

The above mentioned amount will be handed over to the High Commissioner

for Refugees being the focal point for the coordination of assistance from all

the organizations of the United Nations. The High Commissioner himself has

already been informed of the contribution by the Austrian Federal Government.

Please accept, dear Mr. Secretary-General, the assurances of my highest

consideration.

* *** *



U N I T E D N A T I O N S

Press Section
Office of Public Information

United Nations, N.Y.
(FOR USE OP INFORMATION MEDIA — NOT AN OFFICIAL RECORD)

Press Release SG/C/17^
KEF/578
HA/6

25 June 1971

TEXT OF Ca^MUNlCATION TO SECRETARY-GENERAL FROM GREECE

ON ASSISTANCE TO EAST PAKISTAN REFUGEES IN INDIA

Following is the text of a communication dated 19 June to the

Secretary-General from the Permanent Representative of Greece to the United

Nations concerning assistance to East Pakistan refugees in India:

The Permanent Representative of Greece to the United Nations presents his

compliments to the Secretary-General of the United Nations and has the honour

to Inform him that the Greek Government has decided to send to East Pakistan

refugees in India, through the Greek Red Cross, the following articles as

immediate emergency assistance: 100 tents of 10-person capacity, 1,000 blankets,

5,000 containers of canned meat.

The Permanent Representative of Greece avails himself of this opportunity

to renew to the Secretary-General the assurances of his highest consideration*.

* #** *
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TEXT OF NOTE TO SECRETARY-GENERAL FROM FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY

OK ASSISTANCE TO EAST PAKISTAN PEOPLE

Following is the text of a communication dated 21 June to the Secretary-

General from the Permanent Observer of the Federal Republic of Germany to the

United Nations concerning assistance to East Pakistan refugees in India and

the populace of East Pakistan:

The Permanent Observer of the Federal Republic of Germany to the United

Nations presents his compliments to the Secretary-General of the United Nations

and, following his note of 28 May 1971, has the honour to bring to the

Secretary-General's attention that the Government of the Federal Republic of

Germany has in the meantime made available to the United Nations High Commissioner

for Refugees another if. million Deutschmarks as a further contribution toward the

assistance for displaced persons from East Pakistan in India and for the

suffering populace of East Pakistan. In addition, the Government of the

Federal Republic of Germany has allocated 1 million Deutschmarks to German

voluntary agencies operating directly in India. Furthermore, in bilateral

relief actions of the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany, of the

German Red Cross and of private German organizations, tents, food, drugs and

medical equipment worth more than 1.5 million Deutschmarks have been made

available.

The Permanent Observer of the Federal Republic of Germany to the United

Nations avails himself of this opportunity to renew to the Secretary-General

of the United Nations the assurances of his highest consideration.

«
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25 June 1971

TEXT OF LETTER TO SECRETARY-GENERAL FROM LIBYAN ARAB REPUBLIC

ON ASSISTANCE TO REFUGEES FROM EAST PAKISTAN

Folloving is the text of a letter dated 24 June to the Secretary-General,

U Thant, from the Permanent Representative of the Libyan Arab Republic,

Mahmood Suleiman Maghribi, concerning emergency assistance to refugees from

East Pakistan:

I have the honour to inform, Your Excellency, that the Government of the

Libyan Arab Republic will be contributing the sum of $100,000 (one hundred

thousand dollars) to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, as aid

to the emergency assistance to refugees from East Pakistan,

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

* y ,Vj,V
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TEXT OF COMMUNICATION TO SECRETARY-GENERAL FROM CYPRUS

ON ASSISTANCE TO EAST PAKISTAN REFUGEES IN INDIA

Following is the text of a communication dated 16 June to the Secretary-

General from the Permanent Representative of Cyprus to the United Nations

concerning assistance to refugees from East Pakistan, in India:

The Permanent Representative of Cyprus presents his compliments to the

Secretary-General of the United Nations and has the honour to inform that the

Government of the Republic has decided to make an initial contribution of

two thousand Cypriot pounds to the Program for Assistance to Refugees from

East Pakistan in India. This amount represents the first installment of Cyprus

to the above-mentioned Program.

The Permanent Representative of Cyprus avails himself of this opportunity

to renew to the Secretary-General the assurances of his highest consideration.

* y, V yrA 7V 7*
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TEXT OF LETTER TO SECRETARY-GENERAL FROM DENMARK

ON AID TO EAST PAKISTAN REFUGEES IN INDIA

CORRECTION

In Press Release SG/C/170-KEF/570 of 18 June, the first paragraph of the

letter from the Permanent Representative of Denmark to the United Nations

should read:

"The Permanent Representative of Denmark to the United Nations presents

his compliments to the Secretary-General of the United Nations and has the

honour to inform him that the Danish Government has decided to contribute with

an amount of 5,U25,000 Danish kroner as aid to the emergency assistance to

refugees from East Pakistan now in India."

The first sentence in the next to last paragraph of the letter should read:

"At the same time, 2,̂ 75,000 Danish Kroner has been reserved for assistance

at a later stage in East Pakistan or in India."

* •*## *
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TEXT OF LETTER TO SECRETABY-GB-IEBAI- FROM PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE

OF CHILE REGARDING ASSISTANCE TO PEOPLE OF EAST PAKISTAN

Following is the text of a letter dated 23 June to the Secretary-General,

U Thant, from the Permanent Representative of Chile to the United Nations,

Humberto Diaz-Casanueva, regarding assistance to the refugees from East

Pakistan in India and to the people of East Pakistan:

El Presidente de Chile Doctor Salvador Allende me ruega transmitirle su

preocupacidn y su afliccidn por los terribles sufrimientos de los refugiados

pakistanfes que han hufdo hacia la India y por los drama'ticos problemas que

crean a este pafs, como asimismo por los sufrimientos del pueblo de Pakistan

Oriental, ayer azotado por fendmenos naturales y hoy por convulsiones que todos

deploran.

En Chile se han recibido con viva satisfacci6n los diversos mensajes del

Secretario General. Las Naciones Unidas, dice el Presidente de Chile, esta*n

cumpliendo su misidn humanitaria al hacer todo lo posible por intensificar su

presencia en la zona y canalizar los socorros que se envfsui de las distintas

partes del mundo.

El Presidente Allende hace votos para que se restablezcan en Pakistan

Oriental la seguridad, la tranquilidad y la estabilidad a fin de que retornen

los refugiados y vuelva a reinar la armonfa social en esa zona. El Presidente

de Chile no oculta su inquietud de que la situaci6n se empeore y llegue a

agravar tensiones y a poner en peligro la pas en la regi6n. El Presidente

Allende agrega que el pueblo chileno es muy sensible y solidario ante el dolor

humane y la miseria de cualquier pueblo, especialmente del Tercer Mundo.

(more)
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La distancia no es excusa para sentirnos ajenos. Chile -- dice el Presidente —

est£ pronto para prestar, dentro de las Kaciones Unidas, su cooperaci6n a fin

de que se encuentren f6rmulas que alivien lo que debe ser considerado como una

catcistrofe universal y una tragedia para toda la humanidad.

Me permito poner en su conoclmientq, senor Secretario General, que el

Gobierno de Chile ha decidido entregar una ccntribucidn simb6lica en dinero

y/o especies, ascendente a 6,000 dolares.

Sfrvase aceptar, senor Secretario General, las seguridades de mi ma's alta

y distinguida consideraci6n.

Unofficial Translation in English

The President of Chile, Dr. Salvador Allende, has instructed me to convey

to you his concern over the terrible sufferings of the Pakistani refugees who

have fled to India and for the dramatic problems which they have created for

that country, as well as for the plight of the people of East Pakistan, afflicted

yesterday by a natural disaster and today by convulsions deplored by all.

Chile has noted with great satisfaction the various messages on the subject

of the Secretary-General. The United Nations and its agencies, the President

of Chile believes, are fulfilling their humanitarian mission in doing everything

possible to increase their presence in the area and in channelling the assistance

that is being sent from all over the world.

The President of Chile hopes that security, peace and stability are

restored in East Pakistan, so that the refugees can return and social harmony

may prevail again in the region. The President of Chile does not hide his

concern about a possible worsening of the situation and an aggravation of tensions

which might endanger the peace of the area. President Allende states that the

Chilean people are very sensitive to and in solidarity with the human suffering

and misery of any people, especially those of the Third World; distance is not

considered an excuse for detachment. Chile — the President states -- is ready

to co-operate, within the framework of the United Nations, in order to find ways

to alleviate what must be regarded as a universal catastrophe and a tragedy

for all mankind.

(more)
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Please be advised that the Government of Chile has decided to offer a

symbolic contribution in money and/or in kind amounting to $6,000.

Please accept, Mr. Secretary-General, the assurances of my highest and

most distinguished consideration.

* *** *
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1 July 1971

TEXT OF LETTER TO SECRETARY-GENERAL FROM SWAZILAND

ON AID TO EAST PAKISTAN REFUGEES IN INDIA

Following is the text of a letter dated 25 June to the Secretary-General

from the Permanent Representative of Swaziland to the United Nations

regarding relief of the East Pakistan refugee problem in India:

The Permanent Representative of the Kingdom of Swaziland to the United

Nations presents his compliments to the Secretary-General of the United

Nations and has the honour to inform His Excellency that the Government of

the Kingdom of Swaziland has decided to contribute 500 U.K. pounds sterling

towards the relief of the East Pakistan refugee problem in India. The

contribution will be made available to His Excellency, the Secretary-General

through the usual channels.

The Permanent Representative of the Kingdom of Swaziland to the United

Nations avails himself of this opportunity to renew to the Secretary-General

of the United Nations the assurances of his highest consideration.
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TEXT OF LETTER TO SECRETARY.-GEHERAL FROM SPAIN

ON_ASSISTANCE TO .EAST PAKISTANIS

Following is the text of a letter dated 2 July to the Secretary-General,

U Thant, from the Permanent Representative of Spain to the United Nations,

Jaime de Pinies, regarding assistance to East Pakistan and to East Pakistani

refugees in India:

Original Text in Spanish

Como continuacion de mi nota N°- 82 de 11 de junio pasado, por la que tuve a

honra comunicarle las aportaciones del Gobierno espanol y de la Cruz Roja

espafiola para los refugiados del Pakistan Oriental, me complazco en informale

que Caritas espafiola esta procediendo al envlo, con destino a dichos refugiados,

de un cargaraento de antibioticos por un valor de ocho y medio millones de

pesetas, que seran distribuidos en dos mitades iguales por intermedio de los

corresponsales de Caritas en Dacca y Calcuta.
\

Por otra parte la Delegacion espafiola de UNICEF ha abierto una suscripcidn

en todo el pals, cuya recaudaci6n sera destinada a adquirir socorros para los

ninos que sufren las consecuencias de este problema.

Unofficial Translation into English

As a follow-up to my Note No. 82 of 11 June /Press Release SG/C/172-

IHA/3-REF/572/, in which I had the honour of informing you of the contributions

made by the Spanish Government and the Spanish Red Cross for the refugees from

East Pakistan, I am pleased to advise you that Spanish Caritas is sending, for

the use of those refugees, a shipment of antibiotics valued at 8.5 million pesetas,

to be distributed in equal shares by the representatives of Caritas in Dacca and

Calcutta.

(more)
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In addition, the Spanish delegation to UNICEF has "begun a collection

throughout the country whose proceeds will "be used for assistance to the

children suffering from the consequences of this problem.
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STATEMENT BY UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR. REFUGEES

TO ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL ON 16.JULY

(The following was received from the UNHCR, Geneva.)

Following is the text of a statement made "by the United Nations High

Commissioner for refugees (UNHCR), Sadruddin Aga Khan, to the Economic and

Social Council in Geneva on 16 July:

May I say at the outset that I greatly appreciate and welcome this

opportunity of reporting to the Council, My statement this morning will relate,

in detail, to the immense humanitarian needs of the refugees from East Pakistan

in India. I shall endeavour to sketch the full dimensions of this problem for

you, and shall give an account of the response from the United Nations system

to alleviate the plight of these refugees. In so doing, I shall seek to answer

the specific requests for information that were addressed to me earlier,

particularly by the New Zealand delegation.

As members of the Council know, the Secretary-General asked me to co-

ordinate the humanitarian assistance of the United Nations system on behalf

of these unfortunate, uprooted people. I know I speak for the Secretary-

General and my colleagues, the executive heads of the other United Nations

programmes and agencies involved, when I say that this problem is of the

greatest concern to all of us. Through our co-ordinated action, we are pro-

moting — and shall continue to promote — the most effective and total response

of the United Nations system. We are clear that our effort, to be worthwhile,

must relate in all its essentials to the enormity of the problem.

The recent exodus of East Pakistanis started after 25 March 19J1 and reached

very rapidly alarming proportions. The total number reported by the Government

(more)
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of India as of 12 July was over 6,8̂ 9,000, distributed as follows: West Bengal,

5,2279800; Tripura, 1,062,900; Assam, Meghalaya and Bihar, 509f.100; total

6,8̂ 9*300.

There is no doubt, therefore, that we are confronted with one of the major

population movements of modern history, with all the tragic aspects of human

misery and suffering that such movements entail.

From the first days of the influx of the East Pakistanis, the Indian

authorities and people made a considerable effort, at the local, State and

central levels to receive the refugees by providing shelter, food and medical

assistance. A number of voluntary agencies that were normally working in the

areas of refugees influx adapted themselves immediately to the emergency and

started to take care of the newcomers.

During the same period, consultations took place in New Delhi between the

Government of India and the United Nations programme and specialized agencies
represented in India, including the Office of the United Nations High

Commissioner for Refugees.

On 23 April 1971, the Government of India, through its Permanent Representa-

tive to the United Nations, requested the Secretary-General for aid from the

United Nations system and other related organizations and suggested, inter alia,

that preliminary discussions should take place in New Delhi between the Indian

authorities and the representative of the United Nations High Commissioner for

Refugees. The Secretary-General brought the matter to the attention of the

Administrative Committee on Co-ordination, which met in Bern on 26 and 27 April

1971 and, after consultations, decided on 29 April that the United Nations High

Commissioner for Refugees should act as the focal point for the co-ordination of

assistance from all the organizations of the United Nations system.

After immediate consultations with the Government of India, I sent a mission

to India composed'of Messrs. Charles Mace, Deputy High Commissioner,

Thomas Jamieson, Director of Operations, and Dr. Paul Weis, Legal Consultant

of my Office, The mission was in India from 6 to 19 May 1971, had occasion to

visit refugee areas and had discussions with representatives of the Government

of India, of the United Nations programmes and specialized agencies represented

in India, as well as with representatives of non-governmental organizations

(more)
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interested in the problem. A succinct report on the findings of this three-man

mission has been shared with Governments through their Permanent Representatives

and also through representatives of the UIJHCR or the Resident Representatives of

the UNDP in the various capitals.

Even before the return of the three-iuan mission, two United Nations bodies

that were already carrying out extensive programmes in India immediately provided

assistance from available means to the refugees from East Pakistan, I refer to

the World Food Programme which, in response to a request of the Indian Government

of 26 April, made available within a few weeks foods items valued at $3*! million.

Additionally, early in May, UWICEF made available milk powder, medical supplies

and vehicles for a total value of $600,000.

Also before the return of the three-man mission from India and, although

the number of refugees had not yet reached its present magnitude, it became

clear that the concerted action by the United Nations system which had been

envisaged by the Secretary-General would require ad hoc measures for inter-agency

consultation and co-ordination. Accordingly, I invited the executive heads of

the United Nations programmes and agencies most directly concerned to send

representatives to a meeting of what has become the standing Inter-Agency Con-

sultation Unit. The first meeting of this Unit was held in the Palais des Nations

on 18 May 1971. A representative of the League of Red Cross Societies was also

invited to participate in the work of the Unit, which has been meeting regularly

ever since. I shall revert, later, to this important aspect of our co-

ordinated activity.

On 19 May 1971» the Secretary-General of the United Nations launched an

appeal for emergency assistance for refugees from East Pakistan in India, In

this appeal, he voiced his concern at the plight of the refugees, expressed the

hope that they would be "voluntarily repatriated at the earliest possible time",

indicated "that, pending such repatriation, massive external assistance will be

required on an emergency basis", and appealed "to Governments, intergovernmental

and non-governmental organizations, as well as private sources, to help meet the

urgent needs". The Secretary-General indicated his decision that the United

Nations High Commissioner for Refugees should act as the focal point for the

co-ordination of assistance from all the organizations of the system and

(more)
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expressed his certainty that, in responding positively and generously to his

humanitarian appeal, donors would "make use to the greatest extent possible

of the established channels of the United Nations family, in particular the

Office of the UNHCR,, the World Food Programme, the United Nations Children's

Fund and the World Health Organization", He also expressed the hope that donors

would keep UNHCR "informed of all action thus taken or contemplated and that

they would utilize the arrangements made by the High Commissioner to ensure the

co-ordination, and to maximize the impact of external assistance,

I followed-up this appeal a few days later. Together with a succinct report

of the three-man mission, Governments were provided with the detailed estimates

of requirements established by the Government of India on 16 May 1971> and

which had been communicated to the three-man mission.

In order to handle effectively and speedily the growing work-loan resulting

from my designation as the focal point of the United Nations system, I have

already constituted a small ad. hoc unit comprising UNHCR staff members. This

unit will need to be strengthened by drawing upon additional staff as the

operation gathers increasing momentum. The staff resources of my small Office

have already been heavily taxed as a result of this major emergency. We shall

have to take this into account in our planning so as to ensure that our other

activities are not neglected.

In agreement with the Government of India, I sent a very senior officer

of the UNHCR, Mr. Thomas Jamieson, to represent the focal point for the United

Nations system in New Delhi. Mr. Jamieson took up his duties on 5 June 1971•

This representation has since been strengthened by detailing two senior officers

to New Delhi.

Meanwhile, the Government of India had established a Central Co-ordination

Committee for Refugee Relief. The representative of the focal point, as well

as representatives of other interested United Nations programmes and specialized

agencies, participate in the activities of this Committee, upon the invitation

of the Indian authorities.

The situation in the refugee areas of the States of West Bengal, Tripura,

Assam and Meghalaya, not to mention other areas where refugees have been

transported, has been abundantly described and illustrated by the mass media

(more)
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and otherwise. It is a situation created "by the massive, overwhelming arrival

of millions of people in a state of destitution and physical exhaustion. It

is a situation of great human misery„ I have been reading and I read daily,

as do indeed the members of this Economic and Social Council, criticisms directed

to the United Nations and to others atout what is said to be lack of action,

slowness in response and such like. My colleagues in the United Nations system

and I myself have "been, unfortunately, over the years, accustomed to see and

experience many situations where thousands, if not millions, of people are the

sudden victims of events, and we know that neither shelter, nor food, nor water

supply, nor sanitation, nor adequate medical care can be improvised overnight.

I should like here, Mr. President, to pay whole-heartedly a warm tribute to the

thousands of men and women, who as officials of the Indian Government, or as

members of intergovernmental or non-governmental organizations, or simply as

private persons, have stretched their efforts to the limits of their capacity.

They have done a magnificent job from the very start of this emergency.

Of the reported 6 million East Pakistanis in India at the end of June, it is

estimated by the Government of India that some 3 million are accommodated in

camps, 1 million in ad hoc reception centres, such as schools and other public

buildings, and some 2 million with friends, relatives or more generally

accommodated by the local population.

The situation in the camps varies from barely tolerable to extremely

serious. It will be realized that, even in the best organized camps, the

situation deteriorates instantly if several thousand new people arrive within

a matter of hours, and this has reportedly happened frequently. The refugees

accommodated in schools and public buildings have created a serious problem of

disruption of the educational and adminir.trative arrangements in the States

that have been affected. More adequate accommodation has to be provided in

order to restore, as much as possible, some kind of livable condition in these

areas and prevent the problems, created by such a massive influx, from increas-

ing and developing. Similarly, the accommodation of millions of people with

the local population in an already densely populated area cannot last but for

a relatively short time. A major problem, therefore, of the relief action is

the provision of shelter, to which I shall revert.

(more)
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This situation is particularly acute in the Calcutta area (which, as is

well known, has been confronted with over-difficult social problems for some

years past) and also in Tripura, The Indian Government has therefore initiated

a scheme of temporary resettlement of refugees in other areas and has established

a number of huge reception camps which can accommodate each up to 50,000

refugees in other States of the Republic. The transportation of the refugees

is effected by air, with the assistance of transportation aircraft partly made

available by other Governments, as well as by rail and road.

Fortunately, the Indian Government had available, at the time the emergency

started, adequate buffer stocks of food which were maintained as a safeguard

against drought and other natural disasters, The immediate problem was

therefore a matter of logistics and transportation rather than a lack of local

food resources. On the other hand, the buffer stocks are a vital aspect of

the over-all food planning in India and need to be replenished. Furthermore,

whilst considerable quantities of staple food could be made available, this

did not necessarily apply to vital elements of an even reduced daily diet,

that is, pulses and edible oils, of which only limited stocks were available.

Neither did it apply to children1s food, which is all-important in an emergency

relief action„

One of the most difficult problems in the accommodation of refugees

concerns possible sanitation in camps and reception centres. This is also

directly linked with the problem of drinking water. There is no doubt that

the lack of san̂ .t-̂ tion for millions of new arrivals has considerably increased

the health hazarday and I am referring not only to cholera, but also to all

forms of en-ter-I.-bl.ri and other illnesses. Measures have already been taken by

the radian antiic •.*i.',ies and also within the framework of United Nations action

to improve sanitary conditions, but effective results in this particular

field are ir.-.ich more difficult to obtain in a short period of time.

An important aspect of the situation in India is the problem of transporta-

tion and logistics. There are very few main roads leading to the refugee areas.

This is especially true -- for geographic reasons which can easily be under-

stood by looking at a map — for the States of Assam, Meghalaya and Tripura.

The transportation of considerable quantities of food and other items from

(more)
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ports of arrival or places of storage requires vehicles and this in itself

poses a problem. These difficulties are compounded by the considerable distances

from the main ports of arrival (Calcutta is at least near to certain refugee

areas, but not to Tripura and Assam) and places of storage, some of which are

away from the emergency scene. Finally, the monsoon, which seems to be

particularly heavy this year, makes secondary roads impassible. This necessi-

tates a most imaginative response and may indeed require an increasing use of

sophisticated means of delivery, including possibly helicopters, to avert

disaster*

All those elements which I must of necessity describe very briefly (the

considerable numbers of refugees, the lack of additional shelter, additional

food, additional medical facilities, additional sanitation and additional

logistics for millions of people, not to mention the monsoon) make the

assistance to East Pakistani refugees in India one of the largest and most

difficult emergency actions of our time.

The Government of India made a first global assessment of requirements

(food, shelter, medical supplies, vehicles and other needs) on 16 May 1971 at

the time of the visit of the UNHCR three-man mission,, These estimates were

based on the assumption that there would be a refugee population of 3 million

in India during a period of six months as from the end of March 1971. The

total of these requirements, as established by the Government of India, amounted

to the equivalent of $175 million. This figure was mentioned by the Secretary-

General in his appeal of 19 May 1971.

As a result of the further influx of refugees, the Government of India

recently communicated to the focal point revised estimates as of 26 June 1971j

based on the needs of an average population of 6 million refugees over a period

of six months, also from the end of March 1971* These revised estimates amount

to the equivalent of $400 million and have been transmitted to Governments.

I am glad to be able to report to the Council that the response to the

Secretary-General's appeal of 19 May 1971 was immediate, in that millions of

dollars were pledged to the focal point within the two following days.

The situation as of two days ago is that a total of $47,7 million in cash

and $51,7 million in kind, making a grand total of $99«4 million has been

(more)
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pledged to the focal point. The greater part of these contributions ($93.9

million) was contributed by Governments, whereas §h,k million was made available

from resources already available to the United Nations system (from the World

Food Programme, UNICEF, WHO, and UNHCR).

The Council may wish to know that the contributions to the focal point also

include $1.1 million received from non-governmental sources. This figure which

is small as compared with the present needs, would have been regarded in other

circumstances as quite considerable. Its significance resides in the fact that

quite a number of non-governmental organizations have welcomed the designation

of a focal point within the United Nations system and are prepared to co-operate

with this focal point in various ways, including the channelling of contribu-

tions through It.

As in other circumstances, a number of Governments have chosen to assist

the East Pakistani refugees in India by making donations in kind and in cash

directly to the Indian authorities. In certain cases, these contributions are

over and above significant contributions made through the focal point. A number

of Governments have kept the Secretary-General or the High Commissioner for

Refugees informed of their bilateral financial support. On the basis of avail-

able indications, the bilateral efforts of Governments can be estimated as the

equivalent of $̂ 4-9 million.

As I already stated, the sudden influx of East Pakistanis in India created

immediately considerable concern around the world, not only in Governments, but

also in the public at large and in charitable and humanitarian non-governmental

organizations. From the earliest stage of the emergency, therefore, a number

of non-governmental organizations have provided assistance to the East Pakistani

refugees in India, either from available resources or from funds received from

Governments, or by raising funds individually or through ad hoc appeals. We

are endeavouring to collect precise information on these efforts, which can, at

present, be estimated at an equivalent of $17 million in cash and in kind.

I should also like to mention the League of Red Cross, Red Crescent, Red

Lion and Sun Societies. Following a request received from the Indian Red Cross,
the Secretary-General of the League appealed to the affiliated national societies

for funds and donations in kind. Thanks to their response, the League has

(more)



- 9 - Press Release ECCSOC/3156
REF/591*
IHA/21

16 July 1971

received so far a total equivalent to $3.2 million in cash and. in kind. This

is "being made available to the Indian Red Cross, which acts within the over-all

framework established "by the Indian authorities. The Indian Red Cross has

accepted responsibility for a supplementary feeding programme (particularly •

for children and nursing mothers) and for supplementary medical care. Quite,

naturally,, we maintain very close co-operation and consultation with the League

of Red Cross Societies which, as already indicated, participates in the

standing Inter-Agency Consultation Unit.

I should like to amplify, at this stage, on the functioning of the co-

ordinating mechanism we have devised to maximize assistance for the East

Pakistani refugees in India, Broadly, the functions are three-fold: (a) to

mobilize and secure international support and contributions; (b) to arrange for

the procurement of supplies in a co-ordinated manner and to deliver the supplies

to India; and (c) to maintain close liaison with the Government of India.

These functions are carried out in close association with UNICEF, FAO, WFP,

WHO and also the League of Red Cross Societies. Very soon after the initial

measures of co-ordination were taken, a natural division of roles emerged

between the various members of the United Nations fami3.y associated in this

effort and this has been accepted by all those concerned.

The focal point receives contributions in cash and keeps a record of

contributions announced in kind. Subject to the necessary consultations with

the Government of India, members of the United Nations system concerned and

also, where need be, with the donors, the focal point makes funds available

either directly to the Government of India or through United Nations programmes

or specialized agencies which purchase the necessary items and arrange for their

delivery, to India,

The focal point also covers transportation costs when free transportation

cannot be obtained and has made arrangements for co-ordination of air transpor-

tation which, as the members of the Council will realize, is a complex require-

ment in such an emergency. The Intergovernmental Committee for European

Migration offered its technical experience in transportation matters to us.

Two of its staff members, who are experts in this subject, are now on loan to

the focal point,

(more)
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In the early phase of the emergency, UNICEF provided, from available

resources, children's food, medical supplies, vehicles and other items. UNICEF

furthermore is the only programme of the United Nations system equipped and

accustomed to handle general relief items. It plays therefore a very important

role as an agency of supply and delivery to India of shelter material, vehicles,

medicine and medical equipment, children's food, etc.

A major role is naturally being assumed by the \-IEP and the FAO, Contribu-

tions in food are being reported by the focal point to the WP, which takes

care of all further arrangements such as reception from the donors, shipment,

delivery to India, etc. WP also acts as the purchasing agency for food items

which have to be bought outside India.

WHO is the check-point for all health supplies. It performed a vital role

when cholera occurred in the refugee areas and it continues to play an important

role of co-ordination and supply in the health and medical field.

Whilst it is premature, at this stage, to draw any broad conclusions of an

organizational nature from the activities of the focal point, there is no doubt

that, after a very short period of unavoidable adjustment, the various pieces

of this complicated and intricate international machinery have fitted in

together in a much smoother way than many of us would have thought possible

initially. There is not only an excellent understanding between the executive

heads concerned, but there does prevail at the working level a climate of

genuine co-operation, a feeling of common undertaking that I am pleased to

report to the Council, since it has frequently expressed an interest in

efficient co-ordination within the United Nations system.

There is one aspect of the duties entrusted to me by the Secretary-General

upor. which I should elaborate. It relates to the raising of funds and the

maki .-.;.£ available of these funds.

io regards contributions in cash, there is, of course some delay between the

announcement of a contribution and its actual payment. This delay, when it is

not too long, does not play a significant role in normal programme activities.

It can, however, be an obstacle in a real emergency, as the one I am commenting

upon now before the Council and I am grateful to those Governments which have

been able to pay, rapidly, the amounts pledged.

(more)
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There is also the problem of contributions which are being paid only

gradually and on a conditional basis, calling upon the focal point to undertake

time-consuming negotiations between the donor Governments, New Delhi and Geneva,

In this respect, too, I am grateful to those Governments which have found it

possible to make the funds available on the basis of the estimates of require-

ments which we circulated to them. The position is that, as of lit- July, the

amount of cash actually received by the focal point amounts to $13.3 million as

against total pledges in cash of $V7.7 million. All the funds received are

either spent or committed.

Regarding contributions in kind, this is essentially a matter of logistics*

Whilst it has been possible to airlift to India a number of goods donated,

particularly medical supplies and light shelter material, it is much more

difficult to send by air bulk food, vehicles and other heavy goods. There is,

therefore, a time gap between the announcement of contributions in kind and

their actual delivery on the spot. This is only one of the technical difficul-

ties in this large relief action and I should like to assure the Council that

every effort is being made to reduce this time gap to the minimum.

I should now like to provide you with details of the action taken: It was

clear from the very outset that concentrated efforts had to be directed towards

meeting the requirements for shelter. The Government of India initially

placed orders for the local purchases of shelter material for more than $00,000

persons. It has already obtained 36,000 tents and 750 tarpaulins with further

deliveries expected by the end of this month and during August. Cash contribu-

tions through the United Nations system were made available to the Government

to cover part of the cost of these local purchases. Furthermore, UNICEF, with

funds provided by the focal point, took immediate action to arrange for the

purchase and airlifting frcsi abroad of shelter material including polythene

sheeting, tents and tarpaulins. Deliveries by UNICEF have already been effected,

covering shelter requirements for approximately 1 million persons, with expected

airlifting of additional quantities by the end of July sufficient to cover the

needs of a further million persons. In addition, material to provide shelter for

about 300,000 persons has bean purchased by UNICEF in India. I must also mention

the significant contributions in shelter material which were provided through
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bilateral arrangements with the Government of India, as well as by voluntary

agencies. The Government has indicated, in its now revised list of requirements,

that it is taking the necessary steps for the provision of the "basha" huts,

light structures of local material .with polythene sheeting whenever possible,

to provide accommodation for approximately 3 million persons, at a total cost

of some $U8 million. It is my earnest hope that substantial cash donations

could be made available to the Government of India to assist in meeting this

vital need.

In the revised request of 26 June 1971, the Indian Government estimated that

776,000 metric tons of basic food (that is, rice, pulses, sugar and oil) are

required to feed an average population of 6 million refugees over a period of

six months„ This quantity excludes items such as salt; milk powder and

children's food, of which a total quantity of 30>000 tons is also necessary as

supplementary feeding.

Of the bulk food items requested by the Government, almost half have been

delivered or pledged so far through the focal point and also to the extent that

is known to us, on a bilateral basis. If, however, the situation is examined

item by item, it will be noticed that offers made so far do not always

correspond to the demand. For instance, wheat has been offered, while this item

is not very palatable to the population concerned. On the other hand, up to

580,000 tons of rice are required, while 160,000 only have been offered. This

is particularly disturbing when there are over the world 10 countries which

export each more than 100,000 tons of rice every year. The same remark applies

to pulses of which a maximum of 12̂ ,000 tons are required, while 9,500 tons have

been offered. Sugar shows at present a deficit of over U7,000 tons, which could

be purchased in India if funds were made available; while 10,000 tons of edible

oil and the same quantity of milk powder are still necessary. I would like to

urge the countries producing these food items, particularly rice, to make a

special effort so as to help bridge the gap between the requirements and the

aid already pledged or delivered.

With respect to supplementary items, there is still today a deficit of some

10,000 tons of milk powder and about the same quantity of salt. In an effort

to reach some 1,5 million,children, 5,000 tons of high-protein food valued at
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about $800,000 have been purchased by UNICEF in India with funds provided by

the focal point* This is being used now to fill the gap until the arrival of

at least 10,000 tons of a similar type of food for the children, donated by

the Government of the United States and due to arrive in India in the course

of August and September.

In May, at the time of the visit of the three-man mission to India, a

specialist from the WHO was asrociated with the group „ The unprecedented

influx had created difficulties in providing the most elementary medical

attention. There was also malnutrition and a deterioration in sanitary condi-

tions. The general picture was conducive to the rapid spread of infectious

disease. There was an acute shortage of drugs,, hospital and other medical

equipment, and a lack of vaccines and other supplies for disease prevention

programmes. Facilities for coping with the sanitation needs were completely

inadequate,

Since May, there has of course been a marked increase in the number of

refugees and steps have been taken by the Government of India and the Indian Red

Cross to deal with the health situation. One of the most dramatic health pro-

blems in the area has been that of cholera. The disease, which is endemic in

that part of the world, increased to serious proportions in view of the

epidemiologic situation and because of difficulties in providing adequate

sanitation for refugees. About 11 million doses of cholera vaccine have been

sent to the Indian Government from all sources, and WHO i'eels that the supply

should be continued for the time being in case of further outbreaks. Neverthe-

less, vaccination is not the only or the best means of preventing the spread

of cholera, and other action is being taken by the Government of India. The

main effort, however, is directed towards the improvement of basic health,

sanitation and water facilities. It was estimated that by 22 June there were

some 25,000 to 30,000 cases of cholera and about U,000 known deaths in hospitals

and medical centres. Because of the difficulty in ascertaining the actual

cause of death, these figures are probably under-estimates. Because of poor

sanitary conditions and the movements of some refugees from the camps, it is

very difficult to predict what will happen in the future, A careful, watch must

therefore be maintained, while emergency measures are taken to cope with the

current situation.
(more)
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WHO is working closely with the focal point and is sending supplies to

India for the treatment and prevention of cholera and other medical supplies

for dealing with the general Health situation. This has been done in response

to a request received by WHO from the Government of India,, To date, 80 per

cent of all supplies requested and agreed have been delivered and are now being

utilized in the refugee areas. The remaining 20 per cent is essentially

rehydration fluid, which is being shipped on a weekly basis. The total weight

of all the supplies shipped and awaiting shipment is estimated to be 400 tons.

At the same time, WHO, in co-operation with the focal point and in close con-

sultation with the Government, is working out further requirements for both

immediate and medium-teim needs, and action is under way to meet them. This

action includes the making available of stocks of anti-biotics and anti-

malarials to meet possible outbreaks of diphtheria and typhoid and to combat

malaria. The Director of the WHO Regional Office for South-East Asia paid a

visit to the refugee caraps at the end of June with the Secretary pf the Ministry

of Health, in order to review the health situation and to work out the necessary

requirements for the immediate future. He has also made available the services

of senior WHO staff for constant contact with the Government on all matters

related to this problem.

In view of the tremendous strain on the Indian transportation system,

additional means have had to be found for moving relief goods from the port

or airfield of entry to the refugee areas. In the first place, efforts have

been made to obtain vehicles from Indian manufacturers and from stocks available

in India. To supplement these, the Government of India has included trucks,

jeeps and trailers in the list of materials required from abroad. In order to

transport the sick, ambulances are also needed. The magnitude of the need can

be seen from the nun.bsrs requested by the Government: 768 trucks, 480 jeeps,

244 trailers and 120 ambulances. All-purpose jeeps, lorries, trailers and

small ambulances have been made available by UWICEF, and more jeeps are being

diverted from existing UNICEF projects in India, Other transport has been

provided, by airlift, through the League of Red Cross Societies and voluntary

agencies.
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To bridge the gap between the transport now available and the total require-

ments, orders have been or are being placed in India, Japan, the United Kingdom

and the United States. However, as the delivery dates for these vehicles vary

from late August to early October, ways and means are being urgently considered

to locate and put into operation for the interim period transport already in

India, The possibility is also being Investigated of airlifting some of the

most urgently needed transport items, such as small ambulances.

I have been dealing so far with the emergency relief action and I realize

that one question is very much on the mind of the Council, as it is indeed on

the minds of all those who have been preoccupied by this problem — "What next?"

Here, I would like to repeat the earnest hope expressed by the Secretary-

General, in his appeal of 19 May, that these unfortunate people will be

voluntarily repatriated at the earliest possible time. I have noted in this

connexion that the Government of India has stressed the urgency of an early

return, as the refugees cannot be permanently settled in India. I have also

noted the Government of Pakistan's position that the refugees should repatriate.

I would like to assure the Council that I stand ready to facilitate, in any way

possible, the voluntary repatriation of the refugees. That, indeed, must remain

the humanitarian goal that guides our endeavours, I am only too aware of the

complexities of the situation. The need above all is to ensure a climate of

confidence, one in which the refugee himself will voluntarily wish to

repatriate.

As members know, it was in a large measure for this reason that I visited

Pakistan and India last month at the invitation of the two Governments. I wish

to thank them for the opportunity provided to me to study the situation and

share in an exchange of views. I am heartened that certain Governments have,

in announcing their contributions, already earmarked funds to promote and

facilitate voluntary repatriation, I am also heartened to have received recently

the agreement of the Government of Pakistan to the posting of a senior officer

in Dacca. I am certain that his presence there will be useful now, and more

so later, when — as we all earnestly hope — the process of voluntary

repatriation gathers momentum. Till then, as the Secretary-General has said

earlier and as is essential, massive external assistance will be required for

the emergency relief operation in India.
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The Council is aware that the Secretary-General launched an appeal on

16 June for a United Nations humanitarian relief action in East Pakistan. In

his appeal, the Secretary-General pointed out that, whilst it was a separate

operation, distinct from the programme of assistance to refugees from East

Pakistan in India, the two operations were "related to the extent that as

conditions in East Pakistan are improved, there will be a better possibility

of arresting and reversing the flow of refugees". In view of this, close

co-ordinating links are being maintained between the staff conducting the two

operations.

Mr. President, I have described a situation of stark tragedy affecting an

immense number of human beings. It is no wonder therefore that I wish to

approach this problem in a humanitarian way. Everything must be endeavoured

to alleviate the distress of the refugees. We are grateful for the generosity

already demonstrated, . The needs for the present are vast, and require further

massive assistance from the international community. However, the Council is

aware of the fact that relief in itself is no permanent solution. In these

circumstances, I can only reiterate the critical importance of voluntary

repatriation as the best solution to the problem. We all know the complexities

and dangers in such a situation. We need to direct our attention to resolving

them.

* *•»*
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TECT OF NOTE TO SECRETARY-GENERAL FROM FIJI

OH AID TO EAST PAKISTANIS IN INDIA

Following is the text of a note yerbale dated 15 July to the Secretary-

General, U Thant, from the Permanent Representative of Fiji to the United
\

Nations on aid to East Pakistani refugees in India:

The Permanent Representative of Fiji to the United Nations presents

his compliments to the Secretary-General of the United Nations and has the

honour to inform His Excellency that in response to His Excellency's appeal

for contributions by Member States to the High Commissioner for Refugees'

Fund to aid the East Pakistani refugees in India, the Government of Fiji has

decided to make a token contribution of (US)$5,000.

An official cheque for the sum of US$5,000 is enclosed herewith for

your transmission to the High Commissioner for Refugees,

The Permanent Representative of Fiji to the United Nations avails himself

of this opportunity to renew to the Secretary-General of the United Nations

the assurances of his highest consideration.

*
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_MEMKBJRS_ OF ECQNOMIC^AND^ SOCIAL CQUNCIL_ APPEAR jjpj^CONDITIONS

FOR VOLUNTARY REPATRIATION OF EAST PAKISTAN REFUGEES

(The following was received from the United Nations Information Service,
Geneva*)

The Economic and Social Council, at its meeting in Geneva on l6 July, heard

an appeal to India and Pakistan to create conditions for the voluntary

repatriation to their hoaes of the East Pakistan refugees in India,

This appeal was made by several speakers and, at the conclusion of the

debate, the President of the Council, Rachid Driss (Tunisia), reiterated

the appeal.

The Council also paid tribute to the fine job being carried out by the

High Coromissioner for Refugees and his staff and all the member agencies of the

United Nations family.

The meeting was devoted, in accordance with the Council's decision adopted

on, 8 July, to the statement of the High Commissioner for Refugees, Sadruddin

Aga Khan, who reported in detail to the Council the humanitarian needs of the

refugees from East Pakistan in India. The High Commissioner made his statement

in his capacity as head of the office designated as the focal point for co-

ordinating the humanitarian assistance of the United Nations system on behalf of

the refugees.

The Council also heard Ismat Kittani, Assistant Secretary-General for Inter-

Agency Affairs, report on the humanitarian relief operations underway in

East Pakistan itself.

(more)
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Statement by High Commissioner

Recalling that his office had been designated by the Secretary-General as

the focal point for the co-ordination of humanitarian assistance through the

United Nations system in what he termed "one of the largest and most difficult

emergeney actions of our time", the High Commissioner for Refugees, SADRUDDIN AGA

KHAN, stated that to date $99.k- million had been pledged to the focal point by

Governments, United Nations agencies and non-governmental organizations since

19 May -when the Secretary-General made his appeal regarding aid to the East

Pakistanis in India. However, the.Government of India had estimated that, to

care for an average population of 6 million refugees for only six months as from

the end of March, it would require aid worth $̂ 00 million.

The new figure of Pakistani refugees in India provided by the Government of

India reflected the situation on 12 July and showed a total figure of 6,8̂ 9,000,

distributed as to 5,277,800 in ¥est Bengal, 1,062,900 in Tripura and 509,100 in

Assam, Meghalaya and Bihar,

"There is no doubt", the High Commissioner said, "that we are confronted with

one of the major population movements in modern history, with all the tragic

aspects of human misery and suffering that such movements entail."

Dealing with the present situation in the male, categories of relief aid,

the High Commissioner made the following points:

Shelter: The local purchase of tents and tarpaulins financed in part with,

funds contributed through the focal point and massive deliveries, both by the

United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) with funds from the focal point and by

Governments and voluntary agencies, had already fulfilled a large part of the

needs, while further deliveries were expected on a weekly basis from various parts

of the world. In addition, the Indian Government was undertaking a programme for

the construction of light "basha" huts made out of local materials and,

wherever possible, polythene sheeting, for 5 million people.

Food: Though almost half of the bulk food items requested by the Government

had been delivered or pledged so far with the help of the World Food Programme

(WFP) and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), or donated through

bilateral aid, there were acute shortages in key commodities such as rice, of

which only l60,000 tons were available out of 580jOOO tons needed, and pulses

(only 9,500 tons offered as against 12̂ ,000 tons required), as well as sugar and

edible oil. The WP and the FAO were in charge of organising the procurement and

transport of food supplies with focal point funds.
(more)
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Health: A total of 11 million doses of cholera vaccine had been sent to the

Indian Government from all sources, but the World Health Organization (WHO) felt

that the supply should be continued for the time "being in case of further

outbreaks. To date, 00 per cent of all medical supplies requested for cholera and

other diseases had been delivered and were now being utilised in the refugee

areas. The remaining 20 per cent was essentially rehydration fluid, which was

being shipped on a weekly basis. The total weight of all the supplies shipped and

awaiting shipment was estimated to be fyOO tons. At the same time, the WHO was

working out immediate and mediums-term requirements with the Goverrment, and

action was being taken to meet them.

Transport: Because of the distances to be covered, the amounts to be

transported and the climatic conditions, transport constituted a major problem.

The Government had requested 768 trucks, 480 jeeps, Ŝ - trailers and 120

ambulances, UNICEF had already supplied a considerable number of these vehicles

and had placed orders in various parts of the world to cover these needs. As

the High Commissioner said, "the problem of transport necessitates a most

imaginative response and may indeed require an increasing use of sophisticated

means of delivery, including, possibly, helicopters to avert disaster".

Functions ._of the^ Focal Point

The High Commissioner then described the three-fold functioning of the

co-ordinating mechanism that had been set up at the focal point: (a) to mobilize

and secure international support and contributions} (b) to arrange for the

procurement of supplies in a co-ordinated manner and to deliver the supplies to

India; and (c) to maintain close liaison with the Government of India.

He noted that these functions were carried out in close association with the

UNICEF, the FAO, the WFP, the WHO and the League of Red Cross Societies, A

standing Inter-Agency Consultation Unit, composed of representatives of these

organizations was meeting regularly in Geneva, while in India, the needs

established by the Central Co-ordination Committee for Refugee Relief were

transmitted through the New Delhi representative of the focal point.

He paid a warm tribute to the thousands of men and women who, as officials

of the Indian Government, or as members of intergoverrjtaental or uori-goverrjuental

organizations, or simply as private persons, had stretched their efforts to the

limits of their capacity,

(more)
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In conclusion, the High Commissioner assured the Economic and Social Council

of his readiness to facilitate, in any way possible, the voluntary repatriation

of the refugees which, indeed, "must remain the humanitarian goal that guides our

endeavours". '

(For full text of statement, see Press Release ECOSOC/5156-KEF/59̂ ~IHA/21.)

Statement by Pakistan.

AGHA SHAHI (Pakistan) expressed the deep gratitude of Pakistan to the

Governments which had responded to the appeal of the Secretary-General, He said

that what was being done for the refugees from East Pakistan entitled those who

were doing it to the gratitude of his Government and people, because these

refugees were Pakistani citizens.

He said that President Yahya Khan, during the last two months, had appealed

four times to the refugees to return to their homes. An amnesty had been declared

for all, even military deserters. A total of 21 camps had been set up on the

border to accommodate displaced Pakistanis wishing to come home. His Government

was assuming security.

Recognizing that displaced persons were afraid of returning, he stated that

the elimination of fear would need co-operation between both the Governments,

A climate of confidence could not be created by the Pakistani Government alone.

He expressed the hope, in the name of human decency, that India would

co-operate fully with Pakistan, This would be in India's interest, as it would

release her from the burden, and release the international community too. This

would lead to better relations between the two nations.

Other Statements

J.V. SCOTT (New Zealand) paid tribute to the response of the Indian

authorities, and also of non-governmental and intergovernmental organisations and

private citizens to the stark challenge of the incomparable human tragedy created

by the sudden massive influx of nearly 7 million refugees into India.

He also expressed gratitude to the High Commissioner for Refugees for

providing such a clear and detailed picture of the scope of the relief operations

for which his Office was the focal point.

(more)
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After stressing the need to avoid any action which would impair an already

difficult situation, he pointed out that the dictates of humanitarianism did not

cease with the provision of food and shelter, but extended to the long-term

future of the unfortunate refugees, and, in particular, to their right to return

of their own free will to their homes in conditions which would promise them a

normal life as citizens participating fully in their society.

Mr. Scott called for a reduction of tension between India and Pakistan,

and pledged his Government's full support to the High Commissioner for Refugees

in his endeavours to obtain the welfare and rehabilitation of the East Pakistan

refugees,

BERNARD Z.AGORIN (United States) said that the problems and the needs occasionet

by the presence in India of perhaps 7 million refugees from Pakistan highlighted

the heavy burden which must be assumed by the world community.

He noted the willingness of the High Commissioner for Refugees for his

Office to serve as a focal point for all relief which might be provided through

the United Nations in the event of either natural or man-made disaster*

His Government was aware of its responsibilities to the world community and

suffering fellowmen, and had contributed $50,500,000 through the focal point,

and $̂ 0,000,000 in kind.

His delegation considered there was the greatest urgency for other members

of the United Nations family to make meaningful and immediate contributions

through the focal point to help carry the staggering burden.

He pledged the continued support of his Government for international

humanitarian relief assistance both for the refugees and in East Pakistan. He

hoped that both sides would exercise restraint in order to create conditions

conducive to the refugees to return to their home.

DONAL MCCARTHY (United Kingdom) thanked the High Commissioner for Refugees

for the task he was performing.

His Government had already pledged $19 million for assistance to the Pakistan

refugees, and would continue to support the efforts of the United Nations through

the designated focal point. He hoped other Governments would do the same.

(more)
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N. KRISHNAN, observer for India, stated that the latest figures for the

refugee influx into his country had reached 7 million. This number exceeded the

population of more than half the Member States of the United Nations. A great

violation of human rights and fundamental freedoms had uprooted these millions of

people from their homes. The first prerequisite for a solution was that the

exodus had to cease.

He declared that the fear of the refugees was the result of a ruthless

repression; so long as this remained, normalcy and confidence would not be

restored. The refugees should be made to return peacefully to their homes, and

the Council should examine what conditions would make their return possible;

there would have to be suitable conditions in East Pakistan.

Mr, Krishnan queried whether the 21 refugee camps referred to by the

representative of Pakistan constituted an adequate solution.

As for the appeals made "by the President of Pakistan and his declaration of

an amnesty, Mr. Krishnan declared that these appeals had been the cause of even

greater panic and more than J million refugees .had fled to India since then.

There was no normalcy in East Pakistan; the situation far from improving

had in fact deteriorated. The contradictory statements being made by the highest

authorities in Pakistan could not inspire confidence. The refugees would only-

want to return if credible guarantees were given them. The real solution to this

grave problem was by the recognition of the fundamental rights and freedom of

these people, which could be achieved when military rule ceased and was replaced

by a democratic government.

India, he said, would not allow Pakistan to seek a political solution to her

problems at the expense of India.

Referring to the problem of aid and assistance to the refugees, he said that

the Council had a clear picture of the needs. His Government was grateful to the

international community for its response to the appeal for assistance launched

by the Secretary-General. He extended the gratitude of his Government to the

entire United Nations system, and to other private organizations which had

given help.

The magnitude of the situation was the greatest challenge to humanity,

declared Mr. Krishnan. Already 30 per cent of the taxes paid in his country were

on account of the refugees, but India could not continue to bear this burden

(more)
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indefinitely. Although the response of the international community had been very

sympathetic, the flood of relief had not reached the level of the needs of the

refugees. The international community had a moral duty to assure these refugees

that they could return quickly to their homes.

Referring to the appeal for co-operation made by the representative of

Pakistan, Mr. Krishnan declared that he did not understand how India could

co-operate to eliminate fear, India had done nothing to implant this fear,

which was a direct consequence of the actions of the Pakistan Government. He

agreed with Mr. Shahi that the will to return should be strengthened, but he

thought the initiative should come from the Pakistan authorities. If there was a

threat of the dismemberment of Pakistan, it was the suicidal policy of the present

rulers of Pakistan which should be held responsible for this.

He urged the representative of Pakistan to ponder over the consequences which

lay ahead, following the policy of the latter's Government,

EDVARD HAMBRO (Norway) expressed the concern of his Government and the

Norwegian people over the situation in East Pakistan and India, and stated that

conditions nrust be created to stop the continued flow of refugees and permit

the peaceful repatriation of those who had already fled their country.

FERNAND LAURENT (France) pointed out that the victims of man-made disasters

deserved compassion, as much as those of natural disasters.

He paid tribute to the excellent liaison that the United Nations system had

been able to establish among all the sister agencies and to the excellent job

they were doing.

He also insisted on the voluntary repatriation of the refugees, and

considered it was the moral duty of the members of the Council to help in this

endeavour. He urged both parties to give all assistance to the High Commissioner

for Refugees by creating an atmosphere of confidence which was necessary to bring

about voluntary repatriation,

LAZAR MOJSOV (Yugoslavia) said that President Tito, moved by the gravity of

the situation, had sent a message to the Prime Minister of India and to the

President of Pakistan urging restraint on both parties, and a display of good will.

It was the duty both of the world and of the parties involved to make it possible

for the refugees to return to their homes.

(more)
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The Yugoslav Government was prepared to help the Office of the High

Commissioner for Refugees to reach this goal.

KAROLY SZARKA (Hungary) said that his Government was sure that the two parties

involved would be able to find an effective and peaceful solution to the crisis.

However, the international community should not remain idle until the solution
was found. Although the response to the appeal of the Secretary-General had been

swift and generous, the result was insufficient and more effort should be made to

help the focal point to alleviate the miseries of the refugees.
Mr.'LOVEDAY, observer for Australia, expressed to the High Commissioner for

Refugees the appreciation of his Government, which had responded to the appeal

of the Secretary-General with a contribution of $2 million in cash and kind.

However, beyond the immediate needs, conditions should be established to

enable the refugees to return to their homes, He noted with great interest the

statement made by the representative of Pakistan that his Government was working

towards facilitating this return — and later the rehabilitation of the area.

H.S, AMERASINGHE (Ceylon) considered the refugee problem was an international

responsibility, in view of the extensive requirements. Ceylon had responded,

despite his country's modest means, and he hoped that everybody would help to

bring peace and stability in that areaa.

COSTA CARANICAS (Greece) thought it was the responsibility of the Council
to examine the situation as it now stood. The Indian authorities were to be

admired for what they were doing.
Recalling what happened between Greece and Turkey in 1922 and 1923, when

more than 1 million Greek refugees arrived within Greek shores, he noted that in

those days there was no machinery to cope with the situation, while today the

machinery existed. This machinery, he said, should be provided with the means

necessary, but food and shelter alone would not suffice.

The political problem underlying this tragic situation had to be solved.

He appealed to the representatives of India and Pakistan to avoid passion. The

conditions that were needed in East Pakistan were the responsibility of the

authorities of East Pakistan, and he was confident that every effort would be

made to bring about those conditions.

(more)
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The world community should concentrate on helping the High Commissioner for

Refugees to bring to millions the minimum they needed for their survival. The

contribution of the Council would be to dissociate the humanitarian aspect from

the political one, concluded Mr. Caranicar-.

A.E« NESTEKEWKO (Soviet Union) expressed the concern of his Government that

the situation in East Pakistan was deteriorating, thus creating a situation of

conflict in that area.

For the United Nations, the burden of helping 7 mill.lon refugees was too

heavy and therefore the solution ought to be sought elsewhere. He welcomed the

readiness of Pakistan to facilitate the return of the refugees to their homes.

All Members of the United Nations should help towards this end, he stated,

and those who were pursuing their own devious goals by harming both India and

Pakistan should refrain from so doing.

He called on the Government of Pakistan to implement the appropriate political

measures to bring peaca to the area — for which there was a pressing need.

GIORGIO SMOQUIHA (Italy) associated his delegation with the concern expressed

by other delegations. He pledged his Government's support for the action being

carried out by the High Commissioner fat Refugees, to whom he expressed his

gratitude.

He said that the High Commissioner^ report, along with that of Mr. Kittani,

would be the focus of his Government's attention.

The present situation could not be looked upon as a permanent long-term

proposition. Therefore, the only true solution was the return of the refugees

to their home, and what was needed now was the establishment of the adequate

atmosphere.

He expressed confidence that both parties would make every effort to create

this atmosphere.

KWAILU Bo ASAMTE (Ghana) expressed the extreme concern of his Government

over the situation and thanked all those who had taken practical steps to help

bring about relief to the suffering millions.

The ultimate aim of Council action should be to help bring about voluntary

repatriation. He appealed to both parties to refrain from a political battle in

the Council and concentrate only on the human aspect of the situation.

(more)
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MOHAMED SAYAH (Tunisia) paid tribute to the High Commissioner for Refugees

and the United Nations system, and to all the countries which had replied to the

appeal of U Thant in alleviating the misery of the refugees.

He joined with those who appealed to both Governments to refrain from passion

and consider only the measures which would help to solve the human problem resultiri

from such a huge movement of uprooted people, He pledged his country's efforts

in helping to find a final solution, which could not be anything other than

voluntary repatriation,, .

SOUHEIL CHAMMAS (Lebanon) welcomed the appointment of the Office of the

High Commissioner for Refugees as a focal point to co-ordinate relief assistance.

All the Members of the United Nations should help the Office in the accomplishment

of this task, by helping to create the appropriate conditions to make possible

the voluntary repatriation of the refugees.

Mr. SHAHI (Pakistan), in a right of reply, said that he would have liked

to please those who appealed to him to refrain from'political battle, but he

felt duty-bound to his Government and people not to let grave allegations against

his country remain unanswered.

Commenting one by one on the points made by the observer for India, he said

that there had not been any destruction of properties, and no destruction of

property of the minorities in East Pakistan. Neither did his Government

contemplate settling the refugees returning home in permanent camps. The camps

he referred to in his statement could be called transit camps. He stated that

the only exception to the general amnesty declared by his President concerned

proven criminals, looters, those \;ho engaged in large-scale massacres of

innocent people. It was only right that the general amnesty should not include

the above-mentioned criminals.

As an example of the good faith of his Government, which was doing its best

to bring about a climate of confidence, Mr. Shahi mentioned among other acts the

appointment of a Cabinet Minister to deal with the return of the refugees and

their rehabilitation. Plans were being made to transfer power in East Pakistan

to elected civilian representatives of the people. He asked the representative

of India not to belittle the efforts being made by Pakistan.

(more)
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He said his country could not allow anybody to dictate a solution which was

intended to bring secession in Pakistan. He stated that some 40,000 Pakistani

deserters and infiltrators had been offered sanctuary in India, and were being

trained in guerrilla warfare. It was India which was fomenting tension on the

border of both countries. If this would stop, the Pakistan Army, which was said

to be frightening the refugees and preventing them from returning to their homes,

would find immediately its way to its barracks.

Mir. Shahi mentioned two factors responsible for the fear of the refugees:

exaggerated reports of killings in Pakistan, and the fear of military repression

in the future.

He accused India of spreading this propaganda. Furthermore, the situation

was becoming worse because of armed incursions from Indian strongholds into

Pakistan. If the refugees were told daily of genocide, it was hardly an

inducement to repatriation.

He mentioned statements made by the Indian Minister of Defence, the

Foreign Minister and the Prime Minister herself, which constituted a hostile

interference by India in Pakistan's affairs. If India would change her attitude,

there was no doubt that the uprooted people would immediately accept to return.

Mr. KRISHNAN, observer for India, in a right of reply, said he totally denied

the allegations made by the representative of Pakistan.

Statement by President

In a concluding statement, the President of the Council, Mr. DRISS (Tunisia),

said that the Council was aware of the fact that the best solution and the only

one to this grave crisis was the voluntary repatriation of the refugees, and

that, the sooner this took place, the better. However, he added, a climate of

confidence was needed for the influx of refugees to cease and to ensure their

voluntary repatriation.

Mr. Driss said that this would not "be possible unless the parties concerned

were ready to demonstrate the necessary spirit of co-cperation and comprehension.

In view of the seriousness of the situation, he said, the Council welcomed the

appeal made by the President of Pakistan for the return of the refugees. He

expressed the sincere hope that this objective would be reached in the best

possible conditions.

(more)
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He underlined the duties of the international community in this respect, and

paid warm tribute to the High Commissioner for Refugees and to all those who were

colaborating in the alleviation of the suffering of these unhappy millions.

He appealed to all the Member Governments of the United Nations family to

help in this humanitarian task and not to forget that, after the completion of

repatriation, there would be the task of rehabilitation,

Mr. Driss felt that the crisis in East Pakistan had provided the world

with a challenge and, in facing up to it, the international community would prove

the validity of the great principles of solidarity and co-operation enshrined in

the Charter of the United Nations.

The next plenary meeting of the Council will be held on Monday, 19 July, at

10 a.m.5 when the Council expects to consider a draft resolution on its calendar

of conferences.

* ##•* #
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TEXT OF NOTE JTO SECRETARY-GENERAL FROM

ON ASSISTANCE FOR EAST PAKISTANI REFUGEES_IN INDIA

Following is the text of a note dated 20 July to the Secretary-General,

U Thant, from the Permanent Representative of Singapore to the United Nations,

on assistance to East Pakistani refugees in India.:

The Permanent Representative of Singapore to the United Nations presents

his compliments to the Secretary-General of the United Nations and has the

honour to inform His Excellency that, in response to his appeal for contribu-

tions by Member States to the High Commissioner for Refugees Fund to aid the

East Pakistani refugees in India, the Government of Singapore has decided to

make a contribution of US$ 13,lU7.08. An official cheque for tha sum of

US$ 13,1̂ 7.08 is enclosed herewith for your transmission tc the High Commissioner

for Refugees.
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TEXT OF LETTER TO SECRETARY-GENERAL FROM ARGENTINA

ON ASSISTANCE FOR EAST PAKISTANI REFUGEES IN INDIA

Following is the text of a letter* dated 27 July to the Secretary-General,

U Thant, from the Charge d'affaires ad interim of the Permanent Mission of

Argentina to the United Nations, Julio C. Carasales:

Original in Spanish

Tengo el honor de dirigirme a Vuestra Excelencia para llevar a su cono-

cimiento que el Gobierno de la Republica Argentina, en respuesta al llamamiento

hecho por Vuestra Excelencia con motive de la situacion de los refugiados

paquistanos en India, ha resuelto efectuar una contribucion de k.OOO toneladas

de trigo (con un valor aproximado de 2̂ 0.000 ddlares) para ser utilizado por

el Alto Comisionado de las Naciones Unidas para los Refugiados.

.Me es grato transcriber a continuacion el texto del comunicado que mi

Gobierno dara a publicidad sobre esta materia:

"El Gobierno Argentine, en respuesta al llamamiento que el 19 de mayo

pasado hiciera el Secretario General de las Naciones Unidas a todos los Gobier-

nos para aliviar la grave situacion en que.se encuentran las personas despla-

zadas de Paquistan Oriental a la Republica de la India y movido por los

principios de solidaridad internacional y espiritu de cooperacion que han sido

tradicionales en la historia de la Republica, ha resuelto contribuir con U.OCO

toneladas de trigo que seran entregadas en nombre del Gobierno y del Pueblo de

la Argentina al Alto Comisionado de las Naciones Unidas para los Refugiados

para su utilizacidn en los programas de asistencia preparados para la emergencia

por las Naciones Unidas."
(more)

* The information contained in this letter was also communicated to the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees in Geneva, in his capacity as focal
point for United Nations assistance to the refugees from East Pakistan in
India (see Press Release REF/602-IHA/31 of 29 July).
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Unofficial Translation

I have the honour to inform Your Excellency that the Government of the

Argentine Republic, in response to the appeal which Your Excellency made in

regard to the situation of Pakistani refugees in India, has decided to

make a contribution of i|-,000 tons of wheat (valued at approximately $2̂ 0,000)

to be used by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.

I am pleased to attach the text of the following communique which my

Government has issued on this matter;

"The Argentine Government, as a result of the appeal made to all Govern-

ments by the Secretary-General of the United Nations on 19 May 1971 to co-

operate in order to alleviate the grave situation of the displaced persons

from East Pakistan in India, and moved by the principles of international

solidarity and co-operation that have been traditional in Argentine history,

has decided to contribute 4,000 tons of wheat to the United Nations High

Commissioner for Refugees (UMHCR) for its use in the assistance programmes
. t

prepared for this emergency by the United Nations.

* #•«•# *



U N I T E D N A T I O N S

Press Section
Office of Public Information

United Nations, U.Y.

(FOR. USE OF INFORMATION MEDIA — NOT AN OFFICIAL RECORD)

Press Release SG/C/190
REF/606
IEA/36

6 August 1971

TEXT OF LETTER TO SECRETARY-GENERAL FROM MALAYSIA

OH ASSISTANCE TO EAST PAKISTAN BEBUGEES

Following is the text of a letter dated 30 July to the Secretary-

General from the Pemanent Representative of Malaysia to the United Nations

regarding a donation, towards the assistance of East Pakistan refugees:

"The Permanent Representative of Malaysia to the United Nations presents

his compliments to the Secretary-General of the United Nations and has the

honour to inform the latter that the Government of Malaysia has decided to make

a donation of a sum of $M U0,000 ($13,071.90) towards the assistance of the

East Pakistan refugees.

"The Permanent Representative of Malaysia has further the honour to inform

that the donation is "being forwarded to the United Nations High Commissioner for

Refugees,

"The Permanent Representative of Malaysia to the United Nations avails

himself of this opportunity to renew to the Secretary-General of the United

Nations the assurances of his highest consideration,"

* ***
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INDIANS"'TROOPS BEATEN BA£K BY' "
PAKISTAN ARMY IN RANGPUR,AREA
OF EAST PAKISTAN

INDIANS LEAVE 12 DEAD IN UNPROVOKED
ATTACK ON PAKISTAN BORDERvOUTPOST

Rawalpindi, August 10, 1971: Indian regular troops have stepped

up their activities on East Pakistan's borders, it was officially

stated here today. The Indian army has been shelling Pakistani

positions for some time. It has now started regular attacks on

Pakistani border outposts.

On 2 August the Indian army resorted to unprovoked

shelling of Pakistani outposts in the Goibari and Bhurungamari

areas of Rangpur district. After six hours of shelling a mixed

company Indian regular troops and the Border Security Force

attacked the Pakistani outpost at Goibari. East Pakistan's Civil

Armed Force section withdrew to Bhurungamari. After an hour a
of

mixed battalion/Indian regulars and the Border Security Force
to

intruded deep in/Pakistan territory in the general area of Bhurun-

gamari .

On 3 August the Indians repeatedly attacked the border

outpost in Bhurungamari and surrounded it but their attackes were
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beaten off. On 4 August the Indians twice attacked the

Bhurungamari position preceded by a heavy artillery bombardment

but theC • Indian attempt was foiled when Pakistan troops arrived

and engaged the Indian army's attacking force which fled across

the border during night of 4 and 5 August leaving 72 dead and

weapons. The Indians carried back a large number of their

wounded soldiers along with them.

The Pakistan Army did not cross the border in pursuit

despite the grave provocation-..;.; , :

'#*#'#'
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TEXT OF LETTER TO SECRETARY-GENERAL FROM UNITED jOKGDQM

REGARDING. RJgjEF WORK IN EAST PAKISTAN

Following is the text of a letter dated 10 August to the Secretary-General

from the Permanent Representative of the United Kingdom to the United Nations

regarding a contribution for relief work in East Pakistan:

"On 16th June you issued an appeal for contributions, in cash and in kind,

to alleviate the suffering which had recently "befallen the population of

East Pakistan.

"On 12th July, my Government responded to this appeal and the Secretary

of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, Sir Alec Douglas-Home, announced

that the United Kingdom would make a contribution of £1 million, in cash or in ..

kind, for United Nations relief work in East Pakistan, this contribution being

in addition to the very substantial sums already pledged by my Government

towards alleviating the suffering of refugees who had fled from East Pakistan.

"It is an immense task to find out what is required and to organise such a

large relief effort. I understand that your discussions with the Government

of Pakistan and your preparations are so advanced that you now need the money

to move forward with the supplies and services. I have therefore great pleasure

in handing to you today, on behalf of the United Kingdom Government, this cheque

for 1,209,500 dollars* (£1/2 million), the cash element of our pledged £1 million.

It is our sincere hope that this money can be used for the immediate procurement

of essential medical and other supplies so urgently required, and to speed these

to the stricken area as quickly as possible. We also hope that this example

will be followed by other Governments, whether or not they have already pledged

support for your appeal, and that it will thus soon be possible to ameliorate the

alarming and horrifying conditions which so many millions of people are at «••.

present suffering."
* *** *

* The sum of $1,200,000 indicated in Press Release SG/C/191-IHA/J58 should be
corrected to read $1,209,500.



U N I T E D N A T I O N S

Press Section
Office of Public Information

United Nations, N.Y.

(FOR USE OF INFORMATION MEDIA — NOT All OFFICIAL RECORD)

Press Release SG/C/193
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16 August 1971

TEXT OF LETTER TO SECRETARY-GENERAL FROM FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY

REGARDING ASSISTANCE TO EAST PAKISTAN REFUGEES IN INDIA

Following is the text of a letter dated 12 August to the Secretary-General

from the Permanent Observer of the Federal Republic of Germany to the United

Nations, regarding assistance to displaced persons from East Pakistan in India:

"The Permanent Observer of the Federal Republic of Germany to the United

Nations presents his compliments to the Secretary-General of the United Nations

and; with reference 'to his notes dated 28 May and 21 June 1971, has the honour

to "bring to the Secretary-General's attention that the Government of the

Federal Republic of Germany, deeply concerned with the distressing situation

of the displaced persons from East Pakistan in India, has agreed to increase

its current assistance to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

by a supplementary sum of 10 million Deutschmarks.

Of this amount, U million Deutschmarks will shortly be transferred to the

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. The remaining sum will be

utilized for the purchase of equipment and its transportation after consulta-

tions with the High Commissioner,

The Government of the Federal Republic of Germany will also put at the

disposal of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 300 tons of

milk-powder worth half a million Deutschmarks.

The Permanent Observer of the Federal Republic of Germany to the United

Nations avails himself of this opportunity to renew to the Secretary-General

of the United Nations the assurances of his highest consideration,"
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Press Release REF/611

2̂  August 1971

COMTRIBUTIOWS TO UNITED NATIONS ASSISTANCE

EAST,_,FAKISTANI REFUGEES IN .INDIA

(The following is reproduced as received from the UNHCR, Geneva.)

Following is a list of contributions by countries and organizations, as

of 13 August 1971, to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees as the

focal point for United Nations assistance to East Pakistani refugees in India

(estimated in thousands of United States dollars):

Donor

Governments Cash

P l e d g e d
K i n d

'""""' Total
Description Value

Argentina

Austria

Belgium

Botswana

Canada

Ceylon

Chile

Cyprus

Dahomey

Denmark

Fiji

Finland

France

Germany (Fed,Rep.)

Guyana

~

99.8
150

7
693

-
3
12

0.1

667

5
1*77.8

1,739.1
,̂568_

1,1-ieat 2̂ 0 2kO

99.8

150

7

Rape seed 2,h6̂ .k 3,158.1+

Clothing 336*1 336.1

*» •** 3

12

0.1

667

_ «. 5

U77.8

1,739.1
Skim milk powder 1,̂ 29 7̂11

Rice 5.2 5.2

(nore)
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Donor

Governments
'

Cash

P l e d g e d
K i n d

Total
Description Value

Iceland
Iran
Ireland

Jamaica
Japan
Korea (Repa of)

Liberia

Libyan Arab Republic
Liechtenstein

Malaysia

Malta (Sovc Order of)

Mauritius

Nepal
Netherlands '

Norway
Philippines

San Marino

Senegal

Singapore

Spain

Swaziland

Sweden

Switzerland

Tanzania (United Rep.

Thailand

Trinidad and Tobago

United Arab Republic
Uganda

United Kingdom

United States

Yugoslavia

Sub Total:

2.8
kM*

96
12.7
~
-
20

100

•̂9
13.1
008

—2.5
226

I,996c8

-1.6
7.2

13.1

-
1.2

,̂500.6

—of) 8.h

—10
.-
lit

3., 600
30,500_

9̂.553*6

«• —
i

Cholera vaccine 183.6

-

-
Rice 2,500

Medical supplies 5

-

-
-.

- -
'

Sugar 50

-
Food 211.9

-
Sugar 100

-

-_

Medical supplies U2.9
I

- -
Miscellaneous k̂ Ô k

-
Rice/sugar 12.3

-
Medical supplies 60

-
Rice 3,600

Food 0̂, 000

Tents 20

50.U65.7

2.8

183.6

96

12.7
2,500

5
20
ICO

k.9
13.1
0.8
50

2.5
3̂7.9

1,996,8
100

1.6
7.2
13.1
1*2.9
1.2

1̂ ,500.6
490. k

8.»*
12.3
10
60
Ik

7,200

70,500

20

100,079.3

(more)
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Other Donors

Austcare

Belgian Ctte.
for Refugees

Clmade

Corso (New Zealand)

Deutsche Welthunger-
hilfe

FAO Staff Council

Norw. Ref .Council

Neth, UNICEF Ctte,

Keth. Ref. Ctte.

Prov. of Saskat-
chewan

UN Staff Ass, (Geneva)

UNA U.K.

UNDP Staff Cotonou
(Dahomey)

UN Staff UNIDO

¥orld Student
Christian Feder.

Private donors

Sub Total:

UN Agencies

UNHCR

UNICEF

MHO

"WFP

Sub Total:

TOTAL:

Cash

80.6

18

9.1
22.4

5«T

8
lU
lifl.2

700.3
-

1
12

0.1

0.3
3.H

2.9

1,019

500
~
-
-

500

51,072.6

P l e d g e d
K i n d

Total
Description Value

80.6

18

9.1
22,4

5,7

8
14
141.2

700.3
Rape seed 99 99

1

12

0.1

0,3
3.4

100 102.9

199 1,218

500
Eqt. supply 600 600

Medical vaccine 155 155

Food 3 A00 3,1°°

3,855 4,355

54,519.7 105,592.3

*#* *
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Press Release SG/C/196
IHA/50

30 August 1971

JAPAN CONTRIBUTES $̂ 00,000 WORTH OF RIC2

AS ASSISTANCE TO EAST PAKISTAN

In a letter dated 27 August, Japan has informed the Uneted Nations

that it has decided to make available $500,000 worth of Japanese rice

(approximately equivalent to 3,650 tons) as a contribution to East Pakistan,

in response to the Secretary-General's appeal made on 16 June.

In the letter, Japan also indicated its understanding that the World Food

Programme (WFP) was "being asked by the United Nations Office at Geneva to

arrange for the necessary shipment.
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Press Release SG/C/197
EEF/61A
IHA/51

30 August 19TL

TEXT OF LETTER TO SECBETARY-GMERAL FROM BARBADOS

03? ASSISTANCE TO EAST PAKISTANI REFUGEES IN INDIA

Following is the text of a letter dated 23 August to the Secretary-

General from the Permanent Mission of Barbados to the United Nations regarding

assistance to the East Pakistani refugees in India:

"The Charge d'Affaires a.i. of Barbados to the United Nations presents

his compliments to the Secretary-General of the United Nations and has the

honour to inform him that in response to the appeal for assistance to the

East Pakistani refugees in India, the Government of Barbados has decided to

contribute the sum of E.G. $5,000 to the fund for their relief. A cheque in

that amount will be forwarded shortly to the office of the United Nations

High Commissioner for Refugees.

"The Charge d'Affaires a.i. of Barbados to the United Nations avails

himself of this opportunity to renew to the Secretary-General of the United

Nations the assurances of his highest consideration."

« yy VATA"K
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Note No. 3685
1 September 1971

NOTE TO CORRESPONDENTS

Following is a United Nations spokesman's comment on "India News"

No. 225/71 of 31 August:

"The Secretary-General was shocked at this attack by a Permanent Mission

to the United Nations on the United Nations relief effort in East Pakistan by

the republication of a letter from a private person to The New York Time%,

which in its turn is based on a news story containing many inaccuracies and

mistakes. The purposes of the United Nations relief effort in'East Pakistan,

which is a purely humanitarian undertaking, have been made clear by the

Secretary-General in a series of press releases, and it is not necessary to

repeat them. In brief, the objective of the United Nations mission to East

Pakistan is to attempt, before it is too late, to forestall a situation in

which a very large number of human beings may perish from famine and other

causes associated with the dislocation of their country. The Secretary-General

takes this opportunity to express his appreciation to the Governments, inter-

national agencies and voluntary agencies who are responding to his appeal for

contributions to the humanitarian relief effort for the people of East

Pakistan."

* .y,,V-V- V
W Jv A TV
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Press Release SG/C/199
IHA/52
REF/6.15

2 September 1971

J)F_ LETTER ̂ ^^J^TMY^^rogAL. JFROt-i ISRAEL

ON. ASSISTANCE TO SASTPAKLSTAN^ RmJGSE ININDIA

Following is the text of a letter dated 30 August to the Secretary-General,

U Thant, from the Permanent Representative of Israel to the United Nations,

Yosef Tekoah, regarding assistance to the refugees from East Pakistan in India:

"in response to the appeal which Your Excellency made with regard to the

situation of refugees from East Pakistan in India I have the honour to inform

that the "Magen David Adorn" of Israel transmitted to the Indian Red Cross on

13 June 1971 four hundred bottles of anti-cholera vaccines, on 23 June twenty-

six thousand four hundred bottles of Streptomycin and on 8 August five and a

half tons of food supplies.

"Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration."

# *** *
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Press Release
H/2202

3 September 1971

MEDICAL SUPPLIES AIRLIFTED TO EAST PAKISTAN FROM GENEVA

(The following was received from the United Nations Information Service,
Geneva.)

An airlift international DC 8-63 cargo plane chartered by the United States

Government left Cointrin Airport in Geneva on 2 September at 1:JO p.m. (local

time) for Dacca in East Pakistan carrying a first load of ̂ 1^565 kilcs of medical

supplies contained in 830 parcels.

The plane is due to arrive in Dacca at 1800 hours (local time) on 3 September,

and the medical supplies include various items for -which there is a high priority

need in the disturbed area of East Pakistan,

The medical supplies have been purchased from funds made available to the

Secretary-General by the Government of the United Kingdom for East Pakistan

relief operation. Their procurement and dispatch have both been arranged by the

World Health Organization (WHO). A second shipment is expected to take place

on 23 September.

The inauguration of the first flight carrying emergency medical supplies

from Geneva to Dacca, as part of the United Nations East Pakistan Relief

Operation, was attended by the following: Alan Evans, First Secretary of the

United Kingdom Mission to the United Nations Office at Geneva; Robert James

Jackson, Attache of the United States Mission in Geneva; Erik Jensen, Chef de

Cabinet of the Director-General of the United Nations Office at Geneva and

Chairman of the Inter-organization Co-ordination Group; and Andreas Idreos,

Deputy Chief of the Medical Supplies Division of the WHO.

*#*



U N I T E D N A T I O N S

Press Section
Office of Public Information

United Nations, N.Y.

(FOR USE OF DTFORMATION MEDIA — HOT AN OFFICIAL RECORD)

Press Release IHA/55
H/2203

3 September 1971

AIRLIFT OF MEDICAL SUPPLIES ARRIVES IN DACCA OH 3 SEPTEMBER

(The following was received from a United Nations official in Dacca.)

The consignment of medical supplies purchased by the World Health '

Organization (TOO), with funds from the United Nations East Pakistan Relief

Operation (UWEPRO), arrived in Dacca today, 3 September.

The shipment, airlifted from Geneva, is the first instalment of medical

supplies requested by the Government of Pakistan to meet emergency health

needs in East Pakistan. A second instalment will be airlifted later this

month, and the balance of the supplies requested by the Government will arrive

subsequently.

At the airport to receive the shipment were: Bahgat El-Tawil, Representa-

tive of the Secretary-General; and Mohammed Ali, Relief Commissioner of East

Pakistan and Mr. Nasruddine, Secretary of the Public Eealth Ministry, on

behalf of the Government of Pakistan. Several other officials of the United

Nations and the administration were also present.

* -*## #
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Press Release ISA/56
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7 September 1971

CHIEF TRANSPORT CO-OKDINATOR APPOINTED FOR UNITED NATIONS

RELIEF OPEBATION5 IN EAST PAKISTAN

(The following was received from the United Nations Information Service,
Geneva.)

The following text was released simultaneously in Geneva and Rome on

6 September;

Carl Ferdinand Pfeifer, former assistant Director of Operations in the

United States Maritime Administration, has been appointed as Chief Transport

Co-ordinator for the United Nations relief operations in East Pakistan.

Mr. Pfeifer, a retired captain of the United States Navy, will be

responsible for overseeing and co-ordinating the entry, unloading and storage

in ports of East Pakistan of foodstuffs and other relief supplies donated

by or through the United Nations. He will have similar responsibility for

internal transport by water, rail and road to storage depots within East

Pakistan.

The importance of transport has been repeatedly emphasized in the

humanitarian relief operations in East Pakistan, and Mr. Pfeifer's appointment

has been made as part of the United Nations effort to backstop the efforts

of the Pakistan Government to ensure that relief reaches the needy people.

The United Nations team is headed by Bahgat El Tawil, the representative of the

United Nations Secretary-General in Dacca, the East Pakistan capital.

Mr. Pfeifer, 55, who was born in Springfield, Ohio, has had lengthy

experience of logistics as a naval officer and was recruited by the World

Food Programme of the United Nations and the Food and Agriculture Organization

of the United Nations (PAO) on behalf of the United Nations. The World Food

Programme is the main source of emergency food supplies being sent by the

United Nations to East Pakistan.
*
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Press Release REF/617
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7 September 1971

TOTAL ASSISTANCE THROUGH UNITED NATIONS FOR EAST PAKISTANI

REFUGEES NOW AMOUNT TO ABOUT $110 MILLION

(The following is reproduced as received from the UNHCR, Geneva.)

New contributions from Japan and Australia bring the total of

assistance through the United Nations for refugees from East Pakistan

in India to almost $110 million. This was announced today in Geneva

by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in his capacity

as the focal point for United Nations assistance to the refugees.

With a pledge for a further $2.5 million, Japan becomes the third

largest contributor ($5 million), after the United States ($70.5 million)

and the United Kingdom ($7.2 million). The new Japanese pledge is

earmarked as follows: $1.5 million for the purchase of rice in Japan and

South-East Asian countries, and $1 million for the purchase of skim milk

powder produced in Japan. The Japanese Government had previously

contributed $2.5 million worth of rice.

Australia has announced it is making available $560,000 ($A500,000)

worth of rice as its first contribution through the focal point. Shipment

of the rice will be arranged by the focal point through the World Food

Programme (WFP).

The total of pledges in cash and kind to date through the focal point

is $109,835,632, from h6 Governments and a number of non-governmental

organizations, United Nations agencies, United Nations staff associations

and individual donors. The contributions split up into $53-3 million in

cash and $56.5 million in kind (mainly rice, milk powder, edible oil and

other foodstuffs, shelter material, vehicles, medical supplies, clothing

and blankets).

# **# #
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REF/618

8 September 1971

TEXT OF LETTER TO SECRETARY-GENERAL FROM JAPAN
ON ASSISTANCE TO EAST' PAKISTANI REFUGEES IM INDIA

Following is the text of a letter dated 3 September to the Secretary-

General, U Thant, from the Permanent Representative of Japan to the United

Nations, Toru Nagakawa, regarding emergency assistance to East Pakistan,

refugees in India:

"Upon instructions from my Government, I have the honour to inform

you that the Government of Japan in a positive response to Your Excellency's

recent appeal for further emergency assistance to the East Pakistan refugees

in India, has decided to make an additional contribution worth 900 million

yen.

"The announcement to this effect was made public today in Tokyo after

the approval of the Cabinet, and the United Nations High Commissioner for

Refugees in Geneva has been officially informed of this measure. This

relief assistance of my Government is to be extended, as previously, through

the UN/FAO World Food Program in consultation with the United Nations High

Commissioner for Refugees.

"This sum will cover the expenditure for the purchase of Japanese rice

worth 180 million yen with the transportation cost to be covered by UNHCR, as

well as the purchase and transport of Japanese made skim milk powder worth

560 million yen, Japanese rice worth 180 million yen and rice from other

South East Asian countries worth 180 million yen.

"This new contribution will be additional to the previous one which the

Government of Japan had pledged on 8 June 1971 in "the form of Japanese rice

worth 900 million yen.

"I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to Your Excellency the assur-

ances of my highest consideration."

* •*#-# *
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Press Release SG/C/201
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8 September 1971

• TEXT OF LETTER" TO SECRETARY-GENERAL FROM FRANCE
ON ASSISTANCE TO EAST PAKISTAN REFUGEES IN INDIA

Following is the text of a letter transmitted on 7 September to the

Secretary-General, U Thant, from the Permanent Representative of France to

the United Nations, Jacques Kosciusko-Morizet, regarding assistance to East

Pakistan refugees in India:,_ -

Original in French

J'ai 1'honneur de vous faire savoir que le Gouvernement franc,ais a decide

d'adresser au Haut Commissaire des.Nations Unies pour les refugies une nouvelle

contribution exceptionnelle d'un montant de 3 millions de francs destinee aux

personnes deplacees, originaires du Pakistan Oriental, qui se trouvent en

Inde.

Cette somme, qui s'ajoute a la premiere contribution de 2,5 millions de

francs verses au Haut Gommissaire au mois de juin dernier, est prelevee gur

le reliquat du credit de 10 millions de francs affecte par les autorites

franchises a cette assistance humanitaire.

Une autre partie de cette somme a ete versee, le II -aout dernier, au

Fonds International de Secours a 1'Enfance (1,5 million de francs) et a

1'Organisation Mondiale de la .Sante (0,5 million de francs) ainsi que, le

13 aout, au Programme Alimentaire Mondial (l million de francs). La Croix

Rouge et le Comite Francais contre la faim ont requ chacun 200.000 francs

destines a soutenir leur action.

Toutes ces contributions sont destinees aux personnes deplacees a la suite

des evenements du Pakistan Oriental qui se trouvent provisoirement en Inde ou

qui seraient eventuellement retourn^es dans leur pays d'origine.

Je vous prie d'agreer, Monsieur le Secretaire General, I1assurance de ma

tres haute consideration.

(more)
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Unofficial Translation in.English

I have the honour to inform you that the French Government has decided

to remit to the High Commissioner for Refugees a new exceptional contribution

of FFrs 3 million for the benefit of the displaced persons, originating from

East Pakistan, now located in India.

Thi" amount, which is being added to the first contribution of

FFrs 2,500,000 remitted to the High Commissioner last June, is part of the

sum of FFrs 10 million, authorized by the French authorities for this

humanitarian assistance.

Other parts of.that sum have been remitted, on 11 August, to the United

Nations Children's Fund (FFrs 1.5 million) and to the World Health Organiza-

tion (FFrs 0.5 million) as well as, on 15 August, to the World Food Programme

(FFrs 1 million). The French Red Cross and French Committee to Combat Hunger

have received Ffrs 200,000 each for their activities.

All these contributions are designed to assist persons displaced as a

result of events in East Pakistan who are now temporarily in India or who will

eventually be returned to their country of origin.

Please accept, Mr. Secretary-General, the assurance of my highest

consideration.



U N I T E D N A T I O N S

Press Section
Office of Public Information

United Nations, N.Y,

(FOR USE OF INFORMATION MEDIA — NOT AN OFFICIAL RECORD)

Press Release SG/C/202
IHA/60

8 September 1971

TEXT OF LETTER TO, THE SBCREfTABY-GMERAL FROM NORWAY

ON.HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO. EAST PAKISTAN

Following is the text of a letter dated 8 September to the Secretary-

General, U Thant, from the Acting Permanent Representative of Norway to

the United Nations, Jan Arvesen, regarding humanitarian assistance to

East Pakistan:

"I take great pleasure in informing you that the Norwegian Government

decided on 3rd September, 1971 to contribute 3,500,000 Norwegian Kroners

or the equivalent of $500,000 in cash to the United Nations humanitarian

relief work in East Pakistan."

y y.y, y,
A n A "7T
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Press Release SG/C/203
IHA/61

14 September 1971

ON ASSISTANCE TO EAST PAKISTANI REFUGEES IM.. INDIA.

Following Is the text of a letter dated 9 September to the Secretary-

General from the Permanent Mission of Jamaica to the United Nations regarding

assistance to the East Pakistani refugees in India:

"The Charge d^Affaires a. I. of the Permanent Mission of Jamaica to the

United Nations presents his compliments to the Secretary-General of the

United Nations and has the honour to Inform that the Government of Jamaica,

deeply concerned over the condition of the refugees resulting from the recent

outbreak of hostilities in East Pakistan, has made a contribution of J$10,COO

(approximately U.S .,$12,000) to the Voluntary FuM for Health Promotion, to be

devoted exclusively to the control of cholera among the refugees in India.

"The Charge dTAfi"aires a.i, of the Permanent Mission of Jamaica to the

United Nations avails hiaisslf of this opportunity to rane^r to the Secretary-

General of the United Nations the assurances of his highest consideration."

#
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Press Release SG/C/20̂
IHA/62

15 September 1971

TEXT OF LETTER TO, SECRETARY-OEMERAL FROM UNITED STATES

ON HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE IN EAST PAKISTAN

Following is the text of a letter dated 9 September from the Permanent

Representative of the United States, George Bush, regarding humanitarian

assistance in East Pakistan:

"I have the honor to inform you that the United States Government has

agreed to finance the following water transportation needs in East Pakistan

in response to the pertinent portion of your overall appeal for $28.2

million for East Pakistan humanitarian relief:

(a) 17 coastal vessels averaging approximately JCO tons each at

a cost of $2 million for a charter period of six months.

(b) Nine vessels ("mini-bulkers") averaging 3,000 tons each

valued at $2 million for a six-month period.

"It is estimated that the 17 coastal vessels could make three trips per

month, moving about 35,000 tons of supplies. At full utilization it is

estimated that the mini-bulkers could move approximately 80,000 tons on a

monthly basis. It is expected that all of these ships could be in service

by October.

"We are convinced, because of the comparative efficiency of these ships,

that they can serve the entire purpose of the $5 million coaster requirements

included in your $28.2 million request.

"We would appreciate it if you would confirm your acceptance of this

$̂  million grant within the framework of the United Nations East Pakistan

Relief Operation and that you will include it as an integral part of the

United States Government's contribution to the United Nations East Pakistan

relief effort."

* **•* *
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15 September 1971

TEXT OF NOTE TO SECÎ /sHY;-GENBRAL FROM ITALY ON ASSISTANCE

TO EAST PAKISTANI REFUGEES IN INDIA

Following is the text of a note dated 10 September from the Permanent

Representative of Italy to the United Nations regarding assistance-to the

East Pakistani refugees in India:

"The Permanent Representative of Italy to the United Nations presents his

compliments to the Secretary-General of the Organization and, following the previous

Note No. 3067 of June 15ths 1971, has the honour to inform him that Italy is

taking part in the European Economic Community's programme for assistance to

the East Pakistan refugees in India.

"The Italian Government, furthermore, in addition to previous contribut-

ions worth 1J3 million Italian liras, has recently sent to Calcutta, by plane,

medical supplies for 10 million Italian liras.

"The Peritnnent Representative of Italy to the United Nations avails

himself of this opportunity to renew to the Secretary-General the assurances

of his highest consideration."

#** *
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TEXT OF NQIE.TQ SE_CRETARŶ EjpMJL,rTFROMJ.;IB'mN ARAB REPUBLIC

ON ASSISTANCE TO EAST PAKISTANI REFUGEES IN. INDIA

Following is the text of a note dated 13 September to the Secretary-General

from the Permanent Representative of the Libyan Arab Republic to the United

Nations, Mahmood Suleiman Maghribi, regarding assistance to the East Pakistani

refugees in India:

"The Permanent Representative of the Libyan Arab Republic to the United

Nations presents his compliments to the Secretary-General of the United Nations

and has the honour to inform him that the Government of the Libyan Arab

Republic has decided to contribute an additional $100,000 (one hundred thousand

dollars) as aid to the emergency assistance to refugees from East Pakistan.

"The Permanent Representative of the Libyan Arab Republic avails himself

of this opportunity to renew to the Secretary-General of the United Nations

the assurances of his highest consideration."

*
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20 September 1971

TEXT OF LETTER TO SECRETARY-GENERAL FROM DENMARK ON ASSISTANCE

TO EAST PAKISTANI REFUGEES AMD TO EAST PAKISTAN

Following is the text of letter dated 15 September to the

Secretary-General from the Permanent Mission of Denmark to the United Nations

regarding assistance to East Pakistani refugees in India and to

East Pakistan:

"The Permanent Representative of Denmark to the United Nations presents

his compliments to the Secretary-General of the United Nations and has the

honour to inform him that the Danish Government in response to the

Secretary-General's appeals for humanitarian relief to the East Pakistani

refugees in India and to the population in East Pakistan has decided to

contribute the amount of ̂ ,575,000 Danish kroner to the Indian Government's

relief programme for the East Pakistani refugees. The amount — of which

2,575,000 Danish kroner constitute the reserve from the earlier Danish

contribution of 8,000,000 Danish kroner — will be channelled through the

United Nations High Commissioner foi% Refugees,

"Furthermore, the Danish Government has decided to make a contribution

of 2,000,000 Danish kroner to the United Nations Humanitarian Relief

Operation to East Pakistan, and a contribution of 500,030 Danish kroner

channelled through the Danish National Committee of the Red Cross to the

relief programme which the International League of the Red Cross has

initiated in East Pakistan.

"At the same time, 2,500,000 Danish kroner have been reserved for assis-

tance at a later stage in India or East Pakistan,

(more)
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"In total, this nev contribution thus amounts to 7,000,000 Danish

kroner.

"The Permanent Representative of Denmark to the United Nations avails

himself of this opportunity to renev to the Secretary-General of the

United Nations the assurances of his highest consideration."

* ##* #
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TEXT OF, MOTE TO SECRETARY-GENEEAL FROMJM'HERLANDS '

OK ASSISTANCE. TO EAST .PAKISTAN

Following is the text of a note dated 20 September to the Secretary-

General, U-Thant, frou the Pernarient Representative of the Netherlands to the

United Nations regarding humanitarian assistance to the people of East Pakistan:

"The Permanent Representative of the Kingdom of the Netherlands to

the United Nations presents his compliments to the Secretary-General of the

United Nations and has the honour to inform him that, in response to his

appeal, the Netherlands Government has decided to make available to him as

further aid for the population of East Pakistan, an amount of 8 million

guilders.

Of this sum 2.4 million guilders can be made available in cash. The

remaining 5«6 million guilders are destined to be used for the purchase of

cereals, dairy products and/or other protein-rich foodstuffs, it being

understood that of this amount 1.6 million guilders have already been

earmarked by the World Food Program for East Pakistan, while the remaining

4,0 million guilders could also be channeled through the WFP.

It would be highly appreciated if the Secretary-General could confirm

his agreement with the abovementioned arrangements.

The Permanent Representative of the Kingdom of the Netherlands avails

himself of this opportunity to renew to the Secretary-General the assurances

of his highest consideration."

#*# *
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Nĝ CONTKIBUTIONS PROVIDE INCREASED ASSISTANCE. FOR J&ST PAKISTAN REFUGEES

(The folloving is reproduced as received from UNKCR, -Geneva.)

New contributions have been received by the United Nations High

Commissioner for Refugees (UWHCR) in his capacity as "focal point" for

United Nations assistance to East Pakistan refugees in India, bringing the

total of cash and kind, paid, pledged or delivered, to $111,837>7̂ 6.37.

The Government of Denmark has announced that it is making available

another D.Kr. ̂,,575,000 ($610,000) and is reserving a further D.Kr. 2,500,000

either for refugees from East Pakistan in India or for the humanitarian

relief operation in East Pakistan, or to be divided between both. The Danish

Government has also announced that it is making a contribution of

D.Kr. 2,000,000 towards United Nations relief in East Pakistan and

D.Kr. 500,000 to the Danish Red Cross for transmitts.1 to the League of

Red Cross Societies for relief in the same area. With this new contribution,

Denmark will have donated a total of $1,289,666.67 to the United Nations

"focal point".

The Government of Sweden, on its part, has pledged another $1,500,000 for

assistance to East Pakistan refugees, bringing its total to $6,000,000 and

thereby taking third place among the major contributing countries. In

addition, it is giving $1,500,000 for relief in East Pakistan.

A Swedish voluntary agency Radda Barnen (Save the Children) has started

a national campaign to raise funds for helping East Pakistan refugee

children exposed to malnutrition. An immediate transfer of Swedish

Kroner 600,000 ($12̂ ,000) was made to the "focal point" for the creation of

2k centres where children suffering from malnutrition diseases will be treated.

(more)
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The contribution represents the first step of Radda tiarnen's support for

ihis a.ctipn, which is being carried out by the Indian Ministry of Health

and which aims at setting up 500 curative centres with a total capacity of

approximately 115,000 beds.

Libya has made a second contribution, like the first of $100,000 in

cash, while three other governments have registered their support for the

relief action : Barbados ($2,500),, Tonga ($250), Gambia ($

« , y y v
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UNHCR REPRESENTATIVE IN INDJ SAYS^FIRST^PHASE OF INTEPI^TIONAL

TO, EAST PAKISTAN REFUGEES IS NCW^COMPLETED

High Ccmmissioneb? t_o Inf gm_^v^rnments^^of_ _Future _ Requirements^

(The following is reproduced as received from UNHCR, Geneva.)

Thomas Jamieson, representing the United Nations High Commissioner for

Refugees — focal point for United Nations assistance to East Pakistani refugees

in India — told newsmen in New Delhi today that a first phase of international

assistance was now completed as practically all contributions in cash and kind,

pledged and received through the United Nations system, amounting to some

$]JA million^ were now in the pipeline.

He said the High Commissioner, Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan, would, within the

next few days, approach all Governments with detailed information regarding

future requirements to keep the pipeline of supplies flowing and to purchase in

India goods that were immediately available. The High Commissioner, vho was in

touch with the Government of India on this matter through the focal point

representative in Delhi and who had discussed the problem of future action with the

Secretary-General, U Thant, in Naw York recently, would be making an announcement

to this effect in Geneva shortly,

Mr, Jamieson paid tribute to the magnificent efforts made by the Indian

authorities and the Indian Red Cross to meet the needs of refugees in most

difficult and dramatic circumstances which had "been aggravated by the monsoon and

floods , He said the international community was fully aware of the very heavy

burden that the refugee influx had placed on the economy of the country. He

believed that, while what had been contributed was admittedly short of needs,

it represented the most effective and massive response to an appeal for a

humanitarian cause since the creation of the United Nations.

(more )
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Since the Secretary-General had launched his appeal on 19 May, some

$111,000,000 had to date been channelled through the United Nations focal point.

Of this amount, $11.2 million had been paid in cash to the Government of India

in support of its local purchases; $25.6 million worth of contributions in kind

ranging from foodstuff to medicaments and vehicles, had been delivered by air,

sea and road; a further $60 millions representing contributions in kind, were on

the high seas on their way to Calcutta; $U million had been earmarked for or paid

by donor Governments to voluntary agencies assisting the refugees; and additional

goods and relief services which were at present being purchased or negotiated,

represented some $13.2 million in funds that were in the process of being

committed. Mr. Jamieson said he had been advised by his headquarters that at

present no more than $3 million were available for new commitments.

In giving & more detailed account of the relief assistance provided through

the United Nations, he stressed that in assessing the value of international

aid for East Pakistani refugees, it was as important to consider the volume of

commodities as its equivalent dollar value. An example of this was in food

supplies: of the 350,000 tons of rice requirsd, around 283,000 metric tons had

been pledged or purchased through the United Nations or bilaterally. Of the

30,000 tons of edible oil required, 57,150 (or more than the original require-

ment) had been pledged. Some of this quantity would be converted by the

Indian Government into r.upees to finance other relief action. Of the 16,200 tons

of milk powder required., 13,561 tons had been pledged or purchased. A total

of 19,̂ -59 tons of supplies, rape seed from Canada, rice from Japan, and rice

and sugar from Thailand, arrived in Calcutta aboard six ships in August and

early September. At least nine other ships now on the high seas and due to

unload in Calcutta in the near future were carrying rice from Guyana, sugar

from Mauritius, dried skim milk from Ireland, milk biscuits, canned fish and

dried skim milk from the Netherlands, sugar from the Fnilippines, and more

dried skim milk and vegetable oil purchased by the World Food Programme (IJEP).

Shelter material for more than 3 million persons had been arranged and

largely supplied.

As regards transportation, some 2,100 vehicles (jeeps,trailers, trucks

and ambulances) had been procured, of which about half had been delivered, the

balance being delivered before the end of November.

More than 600 tons of medicaments had been supplied and more is on the

way, he said. , - v
(more)
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Ifeny of the Items have "been sent "by sir. In one of the longest humanitarian

airlifts ever organized: at least 60 charter flights organised by donor

governments (Belgium, Canada, Federal Republic of Germany, Netherlands,,

United Kingdom and United, States), had carried some 1,500 tons.. Commercial air-

lines had carried more than 100 tons free of charge on regular scheduled flights

on a space-available basis.

Meanwhile} the United Nations focal point was attending to imnediate needs,

for instance, the providing of blankets., a priority Item on the list, of which

about 3 million were required. Similarly, lî ht straw mats were being purchased

tfith focal point funds to protect the refugees' frcra the damp-'earth.

Mr, Jameson said that the co-operation between the agencies of the

Uniced Nations which had participated in the accion ha>i developed into a

highly effective and efficient machinery. Broadly speaking, the division of

responsibility was as follows:

1. UHECR: As the focal point it ensured interagency co-operation for

decision taking and transmission. It was the principal official contract point

with the Government of India and the other Governments. In addition to co-

ordinating the use of the special pledges announced by Governmentss UNHCR made

available $500,000 from its own emergency fund soon after the Influx began.

2. The United nations International Children's Fund
T{:UWICEF): In accordance with its traditional role and advocacy, UHICEF was

assisting the relief operation directed particularly 'to children and mothers', in

this connexion, Mr. Jamieson referrs4-:Uo. tl;s -special programme now getting under

way to combat malnutrition. The United Nations focal point had earmarked

$3.5 million for this programme, which had been elaborated in consultations

between the competent Indian ministries, UNIC3?, the World Health Organization

(I/HO) and leading Indian nutritionists. Additionally, UKICZF was acting as the

purchasing and shipping agent for the whole group in matters of special foods,

shelter naterial, blankets, vehicles, heavy equipment, etc. In the early

stages of the er.ia.̂ ency, URICSF immediately made availablre $500,000 from its

own funds,

3. The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and WFP: The Director-

General of FAO had approved a contribution of $3,097,280 worth of food aid

from WFP resources, UFP advised on procurement of local foodstuffs, undertook

(more)
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international purchases and organized shipping as required.

k. WEO: It had wade availablr $155,000 from its normal funds. It

reviewed all matters concerning the health of the refugees and -worked in close

co-operation with UNICEF and the League of Red Cross Gocieties which had its

special links with the Indian Red Cross.

These agencies, he said met every week in Geneva to plan moves and, in

Delhi, had direct contact with the Government through the Central Committee of

Co-ordination, which met regularly.

Mr. Jamieson drew attention to the fact that in addition to the $114 million

enamelled through the United Nations focal point, bilateral arrangements were

made by Governments and contributions were also made through voluntary agencies,

including the League of Red Cross Societies. Such funds were estimated as

being in the order of around $85-90 million.

Concluding, tlr. Janieson stated that the international community was

aware of the continuing needs and it was with this in mind that Prince

Sadruddin Aga Khan would be making a new effort to mobilise international

resources.
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NETHERLANDS CONTRIBUTION OF $2.240.897 BRINGS TOTAL OF UN ASSISTANCE

TO FAST PAKISTANI REFUGEES IN INDIA TO OVER $114 MILLION

(The following is reproduced as received from UMICR, Geneva.)

The Netherlands Government has informed the United Nations High

Commissioner for Refugees, Sadruddin Aga Khan» iri nis capacity as focal point

for United Nations assistance to refugees from East Pakistan in India, that

it was making a second contribution amounting to 8 million florins

($2,240,897), which now brings the total of the Netherlands Governmental

contribution to $2,678,885.

Two Dutch voluntary agencies, on their part, previously donated

$841,525. Of this contribution, 4 million florins, ($1,120,448) will be

placed at the disposal of focal point in the form of cash, 250,000 florins

($70,028) ' .will be spent on the purchase of cereals, and 3,750,000 florins

($1,050,420) on high protein refugee food.

The total contribution by focal point from all sources, including

assistance provided by the United Nations system itself, now amounts to over

$114 million.

* -X-K* *
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HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES GIVES ASSESSMENT OF

SITUATION OF EAST PAKISTANI REFUGEES IN INDIA

(The following is reproduced as received from UMCR, Geneva.)

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Sadruddin Aga

Khan, addressing the opening session of the Executive Committee of the High

Commissioner's Programme in Geneva on k October, stated, that relief measures

now being provided for East Pakistani refugees in India "will never be a

solution in themselves".

In an over-all assessment of the situation, he asked: "What is

eventually going to happen to these suffering masses of displaced persons?"

"As is already recognized", the High Commissioner said, "it is the

expressed wish of both the Government of India and the Government of Pakistan

that these refugees be repatriated. You are aware that in refugee situations

voluntary repatriation, hcs served as the best solution. UNHCR has had recourse

to this in many countri^ all over the world. I should point out, however,

that UNHCR achieved result-? because there was a consensus of opinion between

the host country and t'.ie c-.untry of origin, and both sides agreed not only

on the solution but also en modalities leading to this solution."

"In our past experience", he went on to say, "if and when a settlement

had occurred in the country of origin, a system of mutual co-operation and

help was established with the active participation of UNHCR which facilitated

repatriation. Until this stage is reached, substantial and well-organized

repatriation cannot be a success and the trend is difficult to reverse."

"It is with this in mind", the High Commissioner said, "that I established

contact with the Government of Pakistan at a very early stage. The Govern-

ment extended full co-operation and agreed to the stationing of a UNHCR

(more)
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representative In East Pakistan who is now working and has a small team of

field assistants. His activities are closely co-ordinated with the United

Nations East Pakistan Relief Operation. The Government of Pakistan has set

up reception centres in order to receive refugees and facilitate their

return to their homesteads and these are visited regularly by UHHCR."

The High Commissioner noted that soon after the influx of East Pakistanis

to India began in Mar'-hjliis Office was designated by the Secretary-General

as the focal point for the co-ordination of assistance from the United Nations.

To date some $115 million ij.as been contributed in cash and kind by Governments,

other United Nations bodies and private organisations,

"While this response is heartening", the High Commissioner said that

"much more is still required". He announced his intention to make available

shortly to all Governments a detailed account of priority needs for their

immediate attention.

"The situation remains very grim indeed", he said, "and demands much

greater efforts and more generosity on the part of the international community.

Interest must not slacken and apathy should not set in. The recent floods

have had a devastating effect on the camps,, and distribution problems have

added a new dimension to this tragedy. The fragile health of the young and

old will be further affected."

The High Commissioner stressed that the focal point does not have an

operational, role in carrying out the emergency relief operation, as this is

entirely in the hands of the Indian Authorities. In this connexion the

High Commissioner said: "I cannot express sufficient admiration for the

countless Indian men a.ucL women who are joining together against frightening

odds to bring succour to the refugees".

The small focal point team in India acts essentially aa a liaison and

co-ordination link, though its members frequently visit the states where the

refugees are concentrated. In Geneva a standing inter-agency consultation

unit, set up at U33HCR*s initiative, mobilizes and secures international

support and contributions and arranges for the procurement and delivery of

of supplies in a co-ordinated manner.

(more)
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"This double mechanism in Geneva and in New Delhi is yielding positive

results to the satisfaction of all concerned, I wish to extend by warmest

appreciation, to the United Nations agencies for their immediate response

and effective co-operation", the High Commissioner said.

"The sudden tragic size of this &an-made disaster has shown once more

that this small planet is ill-equipped to meet an upheaval of such

magnitude,," he said. ''Our international mechanism had to re-act in an

ad hoc way, cutting across established practices. The problem may be

unprecedented this year but it is useless to wring our hands. Words that

are not translated into effective action are so rasny insults to the human

beings who look at the United Nations with fresh hope and faith which so

many seem to lack".

In other parts of the world, he said, "the evolution on other

continents is favourable on the whole and refugees are now for the most part

definitely integrated". In Africa, however, where at mid-year there were

some 1 million refugees, he reported that the number of asylum seekers is

increasing and that UNHCR's activities must be constanly adapted to changed

circumstances«,

"Despite new arrivals, the rural settlement of large groups of people

who were uprooted previously is being constantly consolidated by the

further development of inter-agency co-operation", he said.

The High Commissioner reported that governmental controb .-.tions to his

regular programme in 1971 were 12 per cent higher than in 1970 and that,

thanks to the ecouraging support of the international community, the full

financing of his 1971 programme could be foreseen. However, in 1972 the

need to extend settlement areas or create.new ones for new asylum-seekers,

or for refugee groups transferred from other parts within a host country,

has necessitated an increase in the financial target by $9̂ 0,000,, from

$7 million to $7.9 million.

The High Commissioner recalled that 1971 is UNHCR's twentieth anniversary

as well as the fiftieth anniversary of Fridtjof Hansen's appointment as the

first League of Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. "Present events

remind us of the harsh and sad realities of a world in turmoil which is

(more)
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Election of Officers

Max Loveday (Australia), Ambassador and Permanent Representative to the

United Nations Office at Geneva, was elected Chairman unanimously on the

proposition of France seconded by Austria.

N. Kandemir (Turkey), Deputy Permanent Representative to the United

Rations Office at Geneva, was elected Vice-Chairman on the recommendation

of Canada and Switzerland.

Gisela Rheker (Federal Republic of Germany), Counsellor in the Office

of the Permanent Observer to the United Nations Office at Geneva, was

named Rapporteur on the recommendation of Belgium and Sweden.

\ji
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TgXT_QF.,NOTE TQr SECRETARY-GENERAL FROM ,NE¥ ZEALAND

ON ASSISTAffCJ TO EAST. PAKISTAN

Following is the text of a note dated 30 September to the Secretary-

General, U Thant, froi the P-:i''.aari3nt Representative of New Zealand to the

United Nations regarding humanitarian assistance to the people of East

Pakistan:

The Permanent Representative of New Zealand to the United Nations

presents his compliments to the Secretary-General of the United Nations

and has the honour to inform him that, in response to his appeal and

bearing in mind the need for water transport, the New Zealand Government

has decided to contribute eight fibre-glass boats for use for humanitarian

relief operations in East Pakistan under the auspices of the United Nations.

These small boats are powered by outboard motors and are particularly

suitable for river transport. The total value of the boats, together with

the cost of freightage to East Pakistan which is being met by the New

Zealand Government, is estimated at US$15,500.

*
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5 October 197!

OF LETTER TO SECRETARY-GENERAL FROM FRANCE

CT HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO EAST PAKISTAN

Following is the text of a letter dated 1 Octobor to the Secretary-

General, U Tuant_j from Jaoques Kosciusko-Morizet., Permanent Representative

of France to the United Nations, regarding humanitarian assistance to the

people of East Pakistan:

Original in French

J'ai 1'honneur de vous faire savoir que le Gouvernement fran^ais a

decide d'attribuer une nouvelle aide d'un raontant de 10 millions de francs

aux populations du Pakistan Oriental. Son effort global d1assistance est

done maintenant porte a 20 millions de francs,

Le nouveau credit sera affecte, pour xine somme '.;> 2 millions ^OO.OQO ,

francs, a 1'assistance aux populations' sinistrees ov' sont restees au

Pakistan Oriental; cette contribution constitue don? ane reponse a 1'appel

que vous avez lance le 16 juin dernier.

Le reste de ce credit, soit 7 millions ^00.000 :"vanes, sera mis a la

dispobfJ.Loii du Haut Commissaire aux ix-fugies pour l'..ide aux personnes

deplacees, originaires du Pakistan Oriental, qui se trouvent actuellement

en Inde. Cette somme s'ajoutera done a la contributicm de 2 millions 500.000

francs verse"e, au mois de juin dernier, au Haut Cormrissaire et a celle de

3 millions de francs qui lui a ete attribute au mois de septembre c"^rnier.

Je vous prie d'agreer, Monsieur le Secretaire General, les assurances

de ma tres haute consideration.

(more)
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Unofficial Translation from French

I have the honour to inform you that the French Government has decided

to make a new contribution of 10 million francs for the people of East

Pakistan. Its total assistance efforts will therefore now reach 20 million

francs.

Two and a half million francs of the new contribution will be allocated

to the victims who remained in East Pakistan. This contribution will

therefore be in answer to your appeal of 16 June 1971-

The balance of the contribution, that is 7.5 million francs, will be

placed at the disposal of the High commissioner for Refugees to assist

displaced persons from East Pakistan now living in India. This sum will

therefore be in addition to the 2,^ million francs contributed last June

to the High Commissioner and to the 3 million francs which had been allocated

to him last September.

Please receive, Mr. Secretary-General, the assurances of my highest

consideration.

*
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TEXT OF LETTER TO SECRETARY-GENERAL FROM AUSTRALIA

ON HimNITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO PEOPLE OF EAST PAKISTAN

Following is the text of a letter dated 5 October to the Secretary-General,

U Thant, from Sir Lawrence Mclntyre, Permanent Representative of Australia to

the United Nations, regarding humanitarian assistance to East Pakistan and to

East Pakistan refugees in India:

"I am writing to inform you of a decision announced by the Australian

Government on k October 1971 concerning the provision of assistance to East

Pakistan and further emergency assistance for the East Pakistan refugees in India.

'Your officers will be aware that the Australian Government has already

provided assistance for the refugees to the value of $A1.5 million (approximately

$US1.75 million) in the form of food, shelter and medical supplies. In addition,

as of mid-August, an amount of $A1.5*4-3 million had been made available for the

refugees from voluntary and private organizations in Australia. I am now

pleased to advise that the Australian Government has decided to offer a

further contribution for the refugees of rice valued at $A500,OQO. It is

intended that this be provided through the United Nations High Commissioner for

Refugees in his capacity as UN focal point for assistance for refugees from

East Pakistan. In addition, the Australian Government has announced provision

of $A1 million as special emergency assistance for East Pakistan.

"The aid for East Pakistan will consist of a pledge through the United

Nations of

(a) rice under the Food Aid Convention, to the value of $Â 85,000;

(b) $A250,QOO as a cash grant to the Secretary--General's appeal (portion

of which we would like to be earmarked to cover freight costs of the

food grain shipment); and

(e) the balance of $A265,000 to be male available for edible oils and

other priority items.
(r.ore)
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'In announcing these decisions in Canberra, the Acting Minister for Foreign

Affairs referred to your appeal for emergency assistance for the refugees and

for humanitarian relief in East Pakistan, I would only add that the decisions

on allocation of the aid were "based on the requirements specified in the Aide

Memoire dated 13 August, 1971 which was circulated to a number of member go-

vernments at the meeting convened at United Nations Headquarters on that date,

"A member of my staff will shortly be calling on Mr. Paul-Marc Henry to

discuss the physical arrangements for shipment of the aid to East Pakistan.

The arrangements for shipment of the rice for the refugees in India is being

discussed with the UNHGR in Geneva.tr

* •*•*# *
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FRANCE MAKES .FURTHER CONTRIBUTION FOR UN ASSISTANCE

TO EAST PAKISTANI REFUGEES

(The following is reproduced as received from UNHCR, Geneva.)

The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, acting as

focal point for United Nations assistance to East Pakistani refugees in India,

has been informed by the Permanent Mission of France to the United Nations

Office at Geneva that the French Government will be making a new contribution

of 10 million French francs ($US 1,811,59*0 to the United Nations,. Of this

amount, 7.5 million will be devoted to the refugees from East Pakistan and

2.5 million to United Nations assistance to the population in East Pakistan.

This brings France's total contribution through the United Nations focal

point to 16 million French francs ($U3 2,898,550).
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iS BY;.. GO VARMENTS TO

UNITED NATIONS EAST PAKISTAN RELIEF OPERATIONS

The following table lists voluntary contributions in cash and kind pledged

by Governments to the United Nations East Pakistan Belief Operation (UTSPRO),

as well as cash receipts, as of 12 October 19J1. The table covers the relief

activities in East Pakistan of a number of organizations and programmes of the

United Nations system /the United Nations Children's Fund (UN1CE11), the United

Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO),

the World Food Programme (WFP) and the World Health Organization (WIIOJ7- It also

includes relief contributions made directly to East Pakistan and placed under

the auspices of the United Nations.

(more)
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VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS BY GOVERNMENTS TO

THE UNITED NATIONS EAST PAKISTAN RELIEF OPERATION
(Pledges and cash receipts as of 12 October 1971)

P L E D G E D

CASH

AUSTRALIA •$ 287,687

BELGIUM | 419,220

CANADA

CHILE

DENMARK

FRANCE

GERMANY (FED, REP,)

HOLY SEE

JAPAN

NETHERLANDS

NEW ZEALAND

NORWAY

SWEDEN

UNITED KINGDOM

UNITED STATES

495,050
3,000

275,729
452,899

5,000

670,000

548,000
1,500,000
1,209,500
4,500,000

,' . TOTAL .'$10,361}., 085

KIND

$ 863,061 (1)

7,000,000 (2)

3,000,000 (3)

500,000 (4)
1,560,000 (5)

13,500 (6)

1,209,500
595139,ooo (7)

£73,285,061 (8)

TOTAL

$ 1,150,748
if 19, 220

7,495,050
3,000

j
CASH j

RECEIVED I

$ 206, 4^4)

4953050|

3,000|

273,729 : 273,729:
452,899

3,000,000

5,000 5,000!

500,000 !

2,230,000 '
13,5CO

548,000
1,500,000
2,419,000

63,639,000

$83,649^146

:

548,000

1,209,500
1,100,OOQ

$3,840,7?^

(more)
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HIGH COMMISSIONER FOE BEFfJGSBS HOLDS PBESS CONFERENCE IN GENEVA

REGARDING UMXTEP NATIONS ASSISTANCE TO EAST PAKISTANI REFUGEES

(The following is reproduced as received from the IJBIHCR, Geneva.)

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Safiruddin

Aga Khan, accompanied by Thomas Jamieson, chief of the focal point operations

in New Delhi, held a press conference at the Palais des Nations in Geneva

on 13 October regarding the activities of his Office as tha focal point of

United Nations assistance to East Pakistani refugees.

He said that he had to make a strong and urgent appeal to the interna-

tional community for urgent and substantial contributions, essentially from

Governments, since the inflow of cash and kind had tended to dry up during

the last few weeks.

'Vie have to fight against apathy which is beginning to set in", he stated.

For the last fortnight, there had been no new funds to make allocations for

purchasing much needed commodities. All the goods were now in the pipeline,

but if no further contributions were received there would be a risk of a gap

in supplies in two months' time and "the situation might become extremely

dramatic".

The last allocation made from funds available had been used for the

first purchasing order for clothing and blankets to the value of $k,Q million

to the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) and $i)80,000 to the Government

of India for the purchase of straw mats.

All Governments were now being given detailed information supplied by

the Government of India concerning future needs. $558 million was the total

amount estimated to assist 8 million refugees in camps for six months.

(more) .
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The High Commissioner stressed the impact on India's economy of the

Government having to devote energy, time and goods to relief work. He hoped

that Governments would realize the value of assisting the relief work, which,

from a human point of view, was urgent but was also an element of reducing

tensions in the area. He insisted on the fact that relief by itself was not a

solution, underlined the stand-points of both the Indian and Pakistani

Governments that the solution was voluntary repatriation, and said that the

UHHCR was available to assist thic voluntary repatriation in every possible

way.

He referred to the presence of UKECH officers in East Pakistan as part

of the UMCR's function to help returnees.

The High Commissioner then outlined the various ways in which nations

could help. It was particularly important that substantial cash contributions

were made, as this afforded great flexibility in the acquisition of commodities.

Quite a few of these could be found in India itself. Furthermore, the focal

point would be able, through the UTJICEF, the World Food Programme (WFP) and

the World Health Organization (WHO) to purchase throughout the world, on the

most economic terms, goods needed by the Indian Government to assist the

refugees.

Regarding the immensity of the task, it was necessary to mobilize public

opinion and appeal to all voluntary organizations to co-operate. The League

of Red Cross Societies was already closely associated with the work of the

focal point. It was already giving logistical support to the Indian Red Cross.

Mr. Janleaoa said that the Government of India had made arrangements

whereby voluntary organizations established in India could associate themselves

with the relief work; and that there were regular joint meetings with them

and the Indian Red Cross and the Government of India representatives in

Calcutta.,

The High Commissioner explained that the Government of India had advised

him that there was no need for helpers from abroad as enough qualified

personnel had come forward from India. The UKHCR, as the focal point, was

readyf ae in the past, to transfer to India donations from the private sector.

(more)
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Both the High Commissioner and Mr. Jaraieson explained the working of

the focal point in Geneva as the co-ordinator of United Nations action and,
in India, as the link with the Government of India and the United Nations
agencies. The ad hoc arrangements worked smoothly.

In reply to questions, it was stated that, of $115 million contributed
to the focal point, $11.7 million in cash had been transmitted to the
Government of India, $2^,5 million worth of goods had been delivered, and
the rest were on the high seas, being loaded or bought and would all be

delivered before the end of the year.
As for future requirements, attention was drawn to priority items such

as clothing and blankets for 6.5 million adults and 2 million children, to

the amount of $15.5 million.
In this connexion, the High Commissioner mentioned that he had just

been informed by the Netherlands Committee for Aid to Refugees that they had

allocated $1,929,000 for purchasing clothing for 600,000 adults and 300,000
children in the northern part of West Bengal, Assam and Meghalaya. In addition
to clothing, shelter material for k million persons was needed on the priority
list in an amount of {j&3 million, as was the support to be given to "operation
Lifeline" which required some 92,500 metric tons of protein-rich food.
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TEXT OF LETTER TO SECRETARY-GENERAL FROM HOLY SEE

pN^IpfflMIIARIftN. ASSISTANCE FOR EAST ..PAKISTAN

Following is the text of a letter dated 12 October to the Secretary-General,

U Thant, from Alberto Giovannetti, Permanent Observer of the Holy See to the

United Nations, regarding humanitarian assistance to East Pakistan:

"I have the honor to forward to you on behalf of the Holy See a check in

the amount of $5,000.00 for the United Nations Pakistan Relief Operation. This

same amount has already been presented to the United Nations High Commissioner

in Geneva for Pakistani refugees in India.

In response to your appeal these contributions are intended as an

expression of the esteem in which the Holy See regards the efforts of the

United Nations to assist the East Pakistani people.

As you knov, the Holy See, for its part, is urgently promoting the

program of assistance undertaken by Catholic agencies and coordinated by

"Cor Unum", the recently established Pontifical Council."

tt-SBt
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER'S PROGRAMME

CONCLUDES TWEim-SECOHD SESSION IN GENEVA, k TO 12 OCTOBER

(The following is reproduced as received from UNHCR, Geneva.)

in the course of his opening address, the United Nations High Commissioner

for Refugees (UNHCR), SADRUDDIN AGA KBM, speaking in his capacity as focal

point for United Nations assistance to East Pakistani refugees in India,

reported that seas $115 million had been contributed in cash and kind through

the focal point by Governments, other United lations bodies and private

organizations.

For the next six-month period,- on the basis of 6 million refugees

in camps, the observer of India foresaw a requirement of $558 million for

foodstuffs, the child nutrition programme, medical, sanitary and water-supply

arrangements, administration of camps, shelter, clothing, utensils and blankets.

The High Commissioner announced his intention to make a new appeal to

Governments in an effort to mobilize additional contributions to meet the needs.

The High Commissioner stressed that the focal point did not have an opera-

tional role in carrying out the emergency relief operation. In a general

assessment of the situtation fee noted that it was the express wish of both

the Government of India and the Government of Pakistan that the refugees be

repatriated, but said that there would have to be a consensus of opinion

between the two countries not only on the solution but also on the modalities

leading to the solution.

The observer from Pakistan said his Government most anxiously desired the

return of the refugees and had taken a number of ''positive and constructive

steps" to this end.

(more)
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The Executive Committee expressed deep concern at the magnitude of the

tragic problem of refugees in India and urged all Governments to respond

generously to the appeals for increased assistance launched by the Secretary-

General and the High Commissioner to meet the continuing emergency.

UHHCR's Regular Activities

Delegates repeatedly stressed that UUHCR's focal point activities should

not eclipse the continuing needs of refugees in other parts of the world,

especially in Africa.

The High Commissioner recalled that 1971 was UNHCR's twentieth anniversary

as well as the fiftieth anniversary of Fridijof Kansens appointment as the

first League of nations High Commissioner for Refugees.

"Present events remind us of the harsh and sad realities of a world in

turmoil which is far from meeting our hopes", he said, "The plight of vast

masses of refugees is not past history; it remains very much a current

phenomenon".

UMCR's 1972 Programme

The 1972 programme, as approved by the Executive Committee, calls for

U3ECR expenditure of $7,968,900, the largest financial target for an annual

programme in the past 10 years, reflecting primarily an increasing number of

asylum seekers in Africa as well as rising costs. Well over half of this

amount is earmarked for aid to refugees in Africa (nearly $5 million). The

largest allocations within the programme are $1.8 million for the Democratic

Republic of the Congo and $827,000 for the Sudan. In some African countries,

notably Botswana and the United Republic of Tanzania, there will be a

significant reduction in the size of UMCR's financial assistance in 1972,

as refugee settlements advance towards self-sufficiency. In the United

Republic of Tanzania, for example, UMIICR is having to deal with the problems

of refugees in the cities. To meet this need the Office is setting up, in

co-operation with governmental authorities and voluntary agencies, modest

counselling services for refugees in the capital cities of Africa. These

will be staffed by trained case-workers, preferably Africans.

(more)
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Review of Operations

A review of operations in 1970 showed that under UMCR's projects in

that year 1,122 refugees,mostly in Africa, received repatriation assistance,

while 258,232 were helped in achieving local settlement; these beneficiaries

were also for the most part in Africa and resulted from the ongoing programmes

of iarge-scale rural settlement. In addition, 10,180 refugees, mainly in

Europe, were helped to migrate.

UNHCR's corresponding financial commitments for these three types of

solutions amounted respectively to $30,805, $5,592,058 and $356,7̂ 9- Other

forms of assistance, in particular legal assistance and supplementary aid,

amounted to $251,163.

Financing

As to the financing of the 1972 programme, even with the eight increases

in contributions announced during the session, some of them quite substantial,

there is a prospective gap of abô t $720,000. The Committee urged that more

Governments contribute to UMCR's regular programme. In 1970,82 Governments

did so, accounting for 78.5 per cent of the financial target, and it is

hoped that both of these figures may be surpassed this year.

International Protection

In discussing international protection, which is UHHCR's main function,

the Executive Committee noted that considerable progress had been made during

the 20 years that the Office has "been in existence. However, the basic

instruments in this field are not yet universal. There are at present 6l

parties to the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, which sets

out the rights of refugees and stipulates the standard of treatment to which

they are entitled. And 48 to the 1967 Protocol which extends the 1951

Conventions provisions to new refugees. Accessions must be complemented

by appropriate legislation and administrative measures in the countries

concerned, and UHHCR is continually in touch with parties to these instruments

regarding the application of their provisions.

(more)
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In this connexion several delegates from European Governments underlined

the value they attach to the continuance of UHHCR's "branch offices in their

respective countries and emphasized the need to maintain adequate staff in

Europe. Those comments were evoked by a report in which the United Nations

Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions expressed the

view that "further streamlining of branch offices in Europe could be carried

out without prejudice to the High Commissioner's responsibilities".

Considerable discussion was devoted to the possibility of elaborating a

legally binding instrument on the right of asylum. This right is enshrined

in a declaration approved by the General Assembly in 1967, ^u"t UKHCR would

favour going beyond this with the aim of more effectively limiting the denial

of asylum to serious grounds. In the next few months a group of independent

legal experts working under the aegis of the Carnegie Endowment for

International Peace will examine this possibility.

Resettlement

As already noted, resettlement has been applicable mostly in Europe.

Because ofthe close co-operation between countries of asylum, IMHCR, the

Intergovernmental Committee for European Migration (ICEM), voluntary agencies

and countries of resettlement, the accumulation of a new backlog of refugees
in Europe has been avoided except in Spain, where the number of refugees

from the Caribbean area has increased. The Committee urged that more

resettlement opportunities be made available for handicapped refugees, and

for others wishing to migrate, whose onward movement to a country of resettle-

ment has long been delayed.

Progress in the establishment of machinery to further the resettlement

of African refugees was described by the Director of the Organization of

African Unity's (OAU) Bureau for the Placement and Education of Refugees,

which was established in Addis Ababa with UMHCR's co-operation. Correspondents

of the Bureau are now operative in 22 countries. They are assisted by local

Committees who deal with requests for placement received from Bureau

headquarters and compile dossiers on refugees wishing to resettle.

(more)
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Inter-agency Co-ope rat ion

During the discussion on inter-agency co-operation, observers from the

Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the International Labour Organisation

(lLO), the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the United Nations

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the United Nations

Childrens Fund (UNICEF), the World Food Programme (WFP) and the World Health

Organization (MO), reaffirmed their -willingness to continue their-co-operation*

with IfflHCR, both in emergencies and in settlement projects. There was

general agreement that the close relation between assistance to refugees and

development in Africa and Asia made it imperative for the skill and expertise

of the United Nations system as a whole to be brought to bear on refugee

problems in these areas on a co-ordinated basis.

Particular attention was paid to the new concept of "country programming"

which has been- adopted by UHDP. Under this, Governments are given

"indicative planning figures", representing the total amount of UHDP

resources which they are likely to receive for the next five years and are

fully responsible for deciding which projects are to be undertaken, within

this framework, in their own countries. It was stressed that UNHCR should

be closely associated from the outset of planning with governments and UNDP,

so that early consideration may be given to incorporating refugee settlement

areas in development projects. For this purpose UKHCR will try, if and when

necessary, to mobilize additional financing to supplement UNDP resources.

Nansen Medal Award

During the session the Nansen Medal for 1971 was awarded to

Miss Svana Fridriksdottir, a 19-year old Icelander, in recognition of the

contribution made by her and ̂ 00,000 other volunteers to the success of

"Refugee 71", a fund-raising campaign in favour of refugees carried out last

April in five Nordic Countries (Penmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden).

* ### *
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TEXT OF LETTER TO SECRETARY- GESSBAL FROM GUINEA

ON HUMNmRIAN ASSISTANCE TO EAST. PAKISTAN REFUGEES

Following is the text of a letter received on 13 October by the Secretary-

General, U Thant, from Abdoulaye Toure, Permanent Representative of Guinea to

the United Nations, regarding humanitarian assistance to East Pakistani

refugees in India:

Original in French

D'ordre de mon Gouvernement, j'ai 1'bonneur de vous informer que le

Gouvernement de la Republique de Guinee a offert dans le cadre de sa contri-

bution Internationale pour les Eefugies du Pakistan Oriental-Inde, deux

millions de doses de vaccin anti-variolicue lyophilises (2,000.000),

Une premiere livraison de cinq, cent mille doses (500,000) a ete mise a

la disposition du Representant du Programme des Nations-Unies a Conakry.

Je vo\is serais reconnaissant de porter cette information a la connais-

sance des Etats mernbres du Comite International des Nations-Unies pour les

Refugies du Pakistan Oriental-Inde.

Unofficial Translation

On the instructions of my Government, I have the honour to inform you

that the Government of the Republic of Guinea has offered, in connexion with

its international contribution for the East Pakistan-India refugees, two

million (2,000,000) doses of freeze-dried anti-smallpox vaccine..

An initial consignment of five hundred thousand (500,000) doses has been

made available to the United Nations Representative in Conakry.

I should be grateful if you would convey this information to the States

members of the United Nations International Committee for the East Pakistan-

India Refugees,

«
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NOTE, TO,. CORESPONDENTS

Paul-Marc Henry., Assistant Sscretary-General in charge of the United

Nations East Pakistan Relief Operation (UNEPRO}.s>-as received in private

audience by His Holiness the Pope at 12:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 13 October.

Mr. Henry gave details of the East Pakistan Relief Operation.

His Holiness expressed his approval of and support for the humanitarian

effort in East Pakistan undertaken on the initiative of the Secretary-General.

Mr. Henry conveyed to His Holiness the deep appreciation of the Secretary-

General for His Holiness' support of humanitarian efforts to meet the needs

of East Pakistan and of the refugees in India and at His Holiness' action in

calling for a day of prayers and fasting for the whole of Christendom on

Sunday, 10 October.
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UNHCR RECEIVES FIRST RESPONSE TO WORLD APPEAL FOR CONTIFJSD AID TO REFUGEES

FROM EAST PAKISTAN IN INDIA

(The following is reprodi^eed as received from the New York office of UNHCR)

According to a statement made by Sir Alec Douglas-Home, United Kingdom

Foreign Secretary, in the House of Commons on Monday, 18 October, the

United Kingdom is to make a contribution of 7,5 million pounds (US $18̂ 564,356)

in response to a recent appeal made by Sadruddin Aga Khan, United Nations

High Commissioner for Refugees (UNSCR) for continued assistance to refugees

from East Pakistan, in India.

So far, the international community has contributed some $119 million in

cash and kind through the United Nations focal point for assistance to the

refugees from East Pakistan in Ind.'a, Through bilateral aid and voluntary

agency channels, a further $100 million are estimated to have been donated for

this purpose.

The High Ccrjmissioner has sen", the following telegram to Sir Alec Douglas-

Home: "Am appraised of Her Majesty's Cover. une nt ' s intention to contribute a

further 7-5 million pounds for refugee relief in India. Thj.s most prompt: and..

generous response to recent -world appeal heartens me greatly particularly as

example of international concern for the continued assistance to the millions

of refugees from East Pakistan in India",

The total British contribution through the United Nations focal point

now stands at $ 23,4 million to which is to be added through bilateral aid

$12 million, while British voluntary agencies for their part have contributed

an estimated $3,400,000.

•$«•
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WFP GOVEICTGJBQAgD HEARS_ STATEÎ MT̂ B̂ INDIM MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE

(The following is reproduced as received from the FAO, Rome.)

The Indian Minister of State for Agriculture stated in Rome today that,

unless the international community provided increased large-scale relief

for the 9 million refugees nov in India, his country would find it "impossible

to continue to look after them".

The Indian Minister of State, A,P. SHINDE, was addressing the 2̂ -nation

governing body of the World Food Programme (WFP) now in session in Rome.

He said that he had journeyed to Rome especially to impress upon the members

of the Committee the immensity of the problem of feeding the refugees, The

WFP had an important role to play in providing food for them, he added. He

requested delegates to take note of the tragic- situation and use their good

offices to find ways and means of raising additional resources to meet the

needs of the refugees until they could go back to their homes.

India, he said, had been engrossed in the problem of eliminating poverty

and improving the standard of living of its peoples. But, all of a sudden and

unprovoked, this problem of the refugees had overtaken India and thrown cut

of gear all the planning and developmental activities, he said.

He stated: "The problem of providing relief to such large numbers of

people is unprecedented in human history. We are spending huge amounts for

their maintenance. Unless the international community comes in a big way to

undertake the responsibility of providing relief, my country will find it

impossible to continue to look after them".

Mr* Shinde listed some of the main food requirements, in addition to those

already provided by the international community. For rice, the staple food

of the refugees, the offers fell short of the requirements up to the end of

(more)
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March 1972 "by 560,000 tons. For pulses, the shortage was estimated at

1175563 tons. For sugar, he gave the figure of 100,000 tons. Mr, Shinde

said India did not require any wheat, as it was able to meet the requirements

from domestic production.

FRANCISCO AQUINO, Executive Director of the WFP, had earlier announced

that, since 5 May, the WFP had provided $3 million in emergency aid for the

relief of refugees in India. This amount vas part of $200 million in relief

provided by the international community to India through the United Nations

High Coiomissioner for Refugees, acting as the focal point for aid to India.
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JjgOM ITALY ON

NGB. TQ_ EAST PAKISTAN. REFUGEES IN INDIA

Following is the text of a note dated 19 October to the Secretary-

General, U Thant, from the Permanent Representative of Italy to the United

Nations regarding humanitarian assistance to East Pakistan refugees in India;

The Permanent Representative of Italy to the United Nations presents

his compliments to the Secretary-General of the United Nations and,, following

the previous Note No. ̂ 370 of September 10th, 1971, has the honour to inform

him that, in response to the appeal for assistance to the East Pakistani

refugees in India, the Italian Government has decided to send to India, in

addition to the previous contributions, hundred tons of rice. The Representative

in Rome of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees will take care

of the expedition.

The Permanent Representative of Italy avails himself of this opportunity

to renew to the Secretary-General ot the United Nations the assurances of

his highest consideration.
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WFP GOVERNING BODY HEARS STATEMENT BY PAKISTAN

(The following is reproduced as received from the FAO, Rome.)

Pakistan has done everything possible to create "conditions and atmosphere"

which should j, in normal circumstances, encourage displaced people from the

Eastern Province to return to their homes, a senior Pakistan Government

official said in Rome today.
t!We are prepared to allay their apprehensions which may "be "based on

misinformation and exaggerated fears'", M.A. 3AJVA, Joint Secretary of

Pakistan's Ministry of Food and Agriculture, stated at a meeting of the

2Wnation governing body of the World Food Programme (TtfFP) now in session

in Rome.

Mr, Bajwa said that, while Pakistan was conscious of the limitations of

WFP's resources for emergency assistance, there was a general feeling among

members of the Intergovernmental Committee -from both the developed and the

developing countries that, over the years, WPP had acquired a degree of

expertise in the handling of emergency assistance which gave it an edge over

other international agencies.

"In the context of relief to the.displaced persons", he said, 'Ve do not

share the anxiety of some people that, while aid for humanitarian causes is

a matter which must be commended, and while we fe.el reassured that a fund of

good will exists among the international community, we hope that it does not

act as a dls-incentive to their permanent rehabilitation among their own

people and in their own homes „ This is an approach which is not only in

the best interests of these 'unfortunate'people. It is also conducive to

harmonious relations between the two countries and it would also promote

peace and harmony in the area."

(raore)
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T.N. SARAF of India repeated the concern expi-essed yesterday to the

Committee by the Indian Minister 9̂  State for Agriculture, A.P. Shinde, that

the International Community's relief efforts for the 9 million refugees in

his country fell far short of the aid needed.

"We are looking forward to the time when these unfortunate people can

go home", Mr. Saraf said. "We hope this will "be as soon as possible."

In an earlier statement, Francisco Aquino, Executive Director of the

VFP, has said that, since May, the Programme had contributed $1,5 million in

food aid to East Pakistan and $2.8 million for three quasi-emergency projects,

Theee arao\mts were part of the $62.6 million provided by the international

community to East Pakistan through the United Nations High Commissioner for

Refugees (UKHCR).

* ### *
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UNITED STATES ASSISTS IN PROGRAMME TO COMBAT MALNUTRITION AMONG

EAST PAKISTAN REFUGEE CHILDREN IN INDIA

(The following is reproduced as received from the New York office of
UNHCR.)

The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR),

in its capacity as focal point for United Nations assistance to refugees from

East Pakistan, today announced that the United States Government had informed

the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) that it would increase its contri-

bution of special protein-rich food in support of the nutrition programme,

known as 'Lifeline1 for the refugee children, from 10,000 tons to 35,000 tons.

The first 109000 tons of CSM (corn-soya mix milk) and ¥SB (wheat-soya

blend) have already partly been delivered in Calcutta with the rest on the

high seas for early delivery, Shipping of the next 25,000 tons will begin at

the end of October and continue in equal quantities over the next four months.

This contribution by the United States Government is valued at $7«8 million,,

bringing the present United States contribution in cash and kind to $78.3 million.

The operation "Lifeline" has been conceived to prevent malnutrition among

2 million children and 360,000 nursing mothers and is carried out in the field

by the Indian Red Cross in conjunction with their milk stations at present

established in some 9^0 camps. Another part of operation "Lifeline" concerns

a curative programme for children suffering from advanced stages of malnutrition.

Several hundred centres to care for 115,000 children at a time, are in an

advanced stage of planning with the first centres alreads'- in operation. The

responsibility for the running of these centres rests with the Indian Ministry

of Health. UNICEF is co-operating very closely with the authorities and the

Indian Red Cross on both programmes which are also receiving support from the

League of Red Cross societies and a number of voluntary agencies from India and

other countries.
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NOTE TO CORRESPONDENTS

The following statement was made by a United Nations spokesman today:

On 21 October at about 0600 hours bombs were thrown into the Food

Department garage in Chittagong wheze trucks of the United Nations East

Pakistan Relief Operation (UNEPRO) were parked. One truck was slightly

damaged. Fortunately there were no casualties. These trucks are plainly

marked as belonging to the United Nations East Pakistan Relief Operation

and are used solely for that purpose.

The Secretary-General deplores this attack, from whatever source it

may have come, as well as a previous bomb incident in UNEPRO premises in

Dacca. The Secretary-General wishes to state once again that UNEPRO is a

pure humanitarian international relief operation. It is exclusively designed

to help human beings as such end has no political connotation.

If such activities increase and succeed in making the continuance of

UNEPRO impossible, the ultimate victims will inevitably be the people of East

Pakistan, whom alone this interneiional relief operation is designed to help.

•x-
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COhMJNIC.ATION3 SENT BY SECPETIRY-G3NE3AL TO PRIM MINISTER OF INDIA

AND PRESIDENT OF PAKISTAN Aid TO

Following is the text of an identical communication which the Secretary-

General^ U Thant, addressed to the Prime Minister of India, Mrse Indira Gandhi,

and the President of Pakistan, Agha Muhammad Yahya Khan, on 20 October. The

text of the letter under cover of which the Secretary-General transmitted the

communication to the President of the Security Council also follows,

As is indicated in the letter to the President of the Security Council,

Guillermo Sevilla Sacasa (Nicaragua), it was the Secretary-General's intention

that the message should remain confidential. In view of the fact, however,

that there has been, widespread reporting concerning its content, the Secretary-

General has felt it best to publish the text in full.

Text of Identical _Me§ sages to Prime, Minister of India
and President of Pakistan

On 19 July 1971, as Your Excellency will recall, I addressed a memorandum

to the President of the Security Council concerning the situation in East

Pakistan and the adjacent Indian states. In that memorandum I expressed my

concern at the possible consequences for international peace and security of

the situation in that area of the world.

Recent developments have only served to increase my anxiety that this

situation could all too easily give rise to open hostilities which would not

only be disastrous to the two countries principally concerned, but might also

constitute a major threat to the wider peace. I have in mind both recent

indications of a worsening situation on the borders of East Pakistan and reports

of growing tension on the border- between Vest Pakistan and India and on the

cease-fire line in Jacmu and Kashmir.

(more)
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I wish to emphasize that I have full confidence in the sincere desire of

"both Governments to avoid a senseless and destructive war. I have noted the

efforts which leaders on Tooth sides have made, in spite of the severe pressures

upon them, to discourage developments which might lead to open conflict. In

the prevailing circumstances, however, where feelings run high and where both

Governments are under exceptional stress and strain, a small and unintentional

incident could all too easily lead to more widespread conflict.

The Chief Military Observer of UNMOGIP*, with my full backing, is doing

all that he can on the cease-fire line in Jammu and Kashmir to ease tensions,

to avert misunderstandings, to prevent military escalation and to avoid

confrontations that might lead to open hostilities. On the borders of East

Pakistan and on the international frontier between India and Ifest Pakistan

there is, of course, no comparable United Nations mechanism.

In this potentially very dangerous situation, I feel that it is my duty

as Secretary-General to do all that I can to assist the Governments immediately

concerned in avoiding any development which might lead to disaster. I wish

Your Excellency to know, therefore, that my good offices are entirely at your

disposal if you believe that they could be helpful at any time. Naturally the

Chief Military Observer of UNMOGIP will continue to do his utmost to assist in

maintaining the peace in the area of his responsibility.

I have addressed a similar communication to the President of Pakistan.

./Prime Minister of India/

I take this opportunity to renew to Your Excellency the assurances of my

highest consideration.

(more)

* United Nations Military Observer Group in India and Pakistan.
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Text of Covering Letter to President of Security Council

Original in Spanish

Como Ud. recordara, el 19 de julio de 1971 dirigf al Presidents del

Consejo de Seguridad un memorando relative a la situacion reinante en el

Paquistan Oriental y en los Estados indios contiguos* Considero, en consecuen-

cia, que es mi deter enviar a Ud., en su caracter de Presidente del Consejo

de Segaridad, copias de cartas con el mismo contenido, que he dirigido hoy a

la Primera Ministra de la India y al Presidente del Paquistan.

For supuesto, no tengo en este momento la intencion de publicar estas

cartas, que deben considerarse como confidenciales, pero estimo que debo tener

a los miemlDros del Consejo de Seguridad,, a traves de su Presidente, al tanto

de mi ofrecimiento de prestar "buenos oficios en esta cuestion.

Aprovecho la oportunidad para reiterar a Vuestra Excelencia las segurida-

des de mi consideracion mas distinguida.

Translation into English

You will recall that on 19 July 1971 I addressed to the President of

the Security Council a memorandum concerning the situation in East Pakistan

and the adjacent Indian states. I feel that I should therefore also transmit

to you, as President of the Security Council, copies of letters which I have

today addressed to the Prime Minister of India and the President of Pakistan.

It is not, of course, my intention at the present time to publish these

letters but I feel that I have an obligation to keep the members of the

Security Council informed, through the President of the Council, of my offer

of good offices in this matter.

**-*
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Note Ho. 5703
28 October 1971

NOTE TO COBRE8POHDE1STS

The following statement was made "by a United Nations spokesman today:

The Secretary-General -wishes once again to make clear that the offer of

good offices — not mediation — contained in his letter of 20 October to the

Governments of India and Pakistan* vas made entirely on his own initiative,

following up his memorandum of 20 July 197! to the President of the Security

Council. The offer should "be viewed in the context of that memorandum as

well as in the context of the remarks on this question contained in the

Secretary-General's Introduction to his Annual Report of this year.

The offer of the Secretary-General's good offices is not directed to

any particular aspect of the problem but to the problem as a whole as describee

in his memorandum of 20 July to the President of the Security Council.

# *** *

* see Press Release SG/SM/1566 - SC/3259 of 27 October 1971.
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gCTfjCpTIUM OH ECOKOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN IHDIft. IVIEETS IN PARIS

(The following is reproduced as received from the International Bank
for Reconstruction and Development, Washington, D.C.)

The following announcement was issued on 26 October at the World Bank's

European Office in Paris:

"A special meeting of the consortium of governments and institutions

interested in India's economic development was held in Paris on 26 October 1971

under the chairmanship of the World Bank. It discussed the impact on

the Indian economy of the recent large and continuing influx of refugees

from East Pakistan and assessed the cost of relief at $700 million in the

financial year ending March 1972*

The meeting was attended by representatives of the Governments of

Austria, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, France, Federal Republic of Germany, India,

Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, the United Kingdom and the

United States, and by representatives of the International Monetary Fund (IMF),

the United Nations Development Programme (UEDP), the United Nations High

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF)

and the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD),

Representatives of the Governments of Australia and Hew Zealand attended the

meeting as observers.

"The meeting heard statements by I.G. Patel, Secretary, Department of

Economic Affairs, Ministry of Finance, Government of India, and by

Charles Mace, Deputy United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, and

considered a report on the cost of refugee relief prepared by the World Bank.

More that 9.5 million refugees have entered India by now and the influx is

continuing.

(more)
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"Delegates expressed deep concern about the situation and its serious

consequences for the economic development of India and ireanimously recognized

the need for special assistance to offset the burden of refugee relief.

Members emphasized that assistance for refugee relief should be additional to

normal development assistance. Considering the nature of the problem this

assistance should preferably be in the form of grants. To prevent drastic

cutbacks of development expenditures in India, commitments of special

assistance are required urgently and should be in a form which would provide

immediate support to the budget of the Indian Government and the Indian

economy generally,

"It was the sense of the meeting that the problem of refugees in India

was an international responsibility. The meeting noted that world-wide

contributions pledged to date came to over $200 million. Delegations urged

the roiHCR as the focal point of the whole United Nations system to continue

his efforts to seek contributions from the international community to cover

the cost of relief estimated at $700 million. The countries represented

at the meeting agreed, because of their special interest in India, that they

would make efforts to meet a, substantial part of the total needo

"Several members indicated their willingness to provide substantial

now contributions towards the cost of refugee relief and others indicated

that the matter was receiving the attention of their governments,,"

* ###
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Note No. r.'o
28 October 1971

NOTE TO CORRESPONDENTS

The following statement was made by a United Nations spokesman today:

The Secretary-General wishes once again to make clear that the offer of
good offices — not mediation — contained iu his letter of 20 October to the
Governments of India and Pakistan* was made entirely on his own initiative,
following up his memorandum of 20 July 197! to the President of the Security
Council. The offer should be viewed in the context of that memorandum as
well as in the context of the remarks on this question contained in the
Secretary-General's Introduction to his Annual Report of this year.

The offer of the Secretary-General's good offices is not directed to
any particular aspect of the problem but to the problem as a whole as describee
in his memorandum of 20 July to the President of the Security Council.

* *## *

* see Press Release SG/SM/1566 - SC/3259 of 27 October 1971.
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29 October 1971

TEXT OF LETTER TO SECRETARY-GENERAL FROM. AUSTRALIA.ON

fflMANITARIAN ASSISTMCE TQ^ JAST /AKISTAN REFUGEES IN INDIA

Following is the text of a letter dated 27 October to the Secretary-

General, U Thant, form the Permanent Representative of Australia to the United

Nations, Sir Laurence Mclntyre, regarding humanitarian assistance to East

Pakistan refugees in India:

In my letter dated 5 October, 1971 I conveyed to you details of the

Australian Government's announcement of the previous day of additional assist-

ance for the East Pakistan refugees in India and for relief operations in East

Pakistan. With this announcement, the Australian Government's contribution

for both operations rose to ;JjA J million or |>US 3,447,000.

The purpose of this letter is to advise you of a further announcement made

in Canberra today that the Australian Government has decided to make a grant of

additional aid amounting to $A 2-5 million for the East Pakister refugees in

India. The aid will consist of $A 2 million in the provision of urgently

needed items for the refugees and $A 500̂ 000 as a direct cash grant to the

UNHCR in his capacity as United Nations focal point for assistance to the re-

fugees.

In considering the total picture of the Australian effort in may be worth

mentioning a&ain that assistance provided by Australian private citizens and

voluntary organisations to the refugees now exceeds $A 2 million. Assistance

from the private sector has been provided in cash and kind. Adding both sources

of assistance together it will be seen that the Australian public and private

contributions now exceed $US 8,617,000.

-x- *** *-
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TEXT 0? NOTE TO SECRETARY-GENERAL FROM DENMARK

ON HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO EAST FAKIS'IAN REFUGEES IN

Following is the text of a note dated 26 October to the Secretary-General,

U Thant, from the Permanent Representative of Denmark to the United Nations

regarding humanitarian assistance to East Pakistan refugees in India:

The Permanent Representative of Denmark to the United Nations presents

his compliments to the Secretary-General of the United Nations and has the

honour with reference to the exchange of notes of 15 and 23 September 197!

concerning the Danish relief assistance to East Pakistan and India to inform

him that the amount of 2,500,000 Danish kroner which has been reserved for

assistance at a later stage either in India or East Pakistan has now been

transferred through UKHCR* for the Indian relief programme for the refugees

from East Pakistan.

The Permanent Representative of Denmark to the United Nations avails

himself of this opportunity to renew to the Secretary-General of the

United Nations the assurances of his highest consideration.

* #*# «

* United Nations Eigh Commissioner for Refugees
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TEXT OF LETTER, TO SECRETARY-GENERAL FROM UNITED KINGDOM ON

HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO PEOPLE OF EAST PAKISTAN

Following is the text of a letter dated 28 October to the Secretary-

General, U Thant, from the Permanent Representative of the United Kingdom to

the United Nations, Sir Colin Crowe, regarding United Nations assistance to

.East Pakistan refugees in India and United Nations relief in East Pakistan:

I have the pleasure in informing Your Excellency officially that the

Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs announced in the House

of Commons on 18 October that the United Kingdom Government are making a further

contribution of £7 1/2 million for United Nations assistance to refugees from

East Pakistan in India and £1 million for United Nations relief in East Pakistan.

This brings the over-all total of contributions by the United Kingdom

Government for East Pakistan refugees in India to £14.75 million and to relief

for East Pakistan to £2 million.

I attach a memorandum which sets out the United Kingdom contribution in

greater detail,

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to Your Excellency the

assurances of my highest consideration.

Contributions by United Kingdom Government for Relief for Refugees from
East Pakistan in India and for Relief in East Pakistan

The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs announced in

the House of Commons on 18 October that the United Kingdom Government are making

a further contribution of £7 1/2 million (US$18 million) for UN assistance to

refugees from East Pakistan in India, and £1 million (US$2.k million) for UN

relief in East Pakistan,

(more)



Press Release SG/C/217
IHA/86
REF/645

29 October 1971

This brings the total of contributions by the United Kingdom Government

for East Pakistan refugees in India to £14,75 million (US$35,4 million) and

for relief in East Pakistan to £2 million (US$4.8 million). The over-all

total is £16,75 million (US$40.2 million).

These figures are made up as follows:

A. East Pakistan Refugees in India

Previous Contributions

£2 million
(US$4,8 million)

£5 million
(US$12 million)

£1/4 million
(US$0«6 million)

£7.25 million
(US$17,4 million)

Offered to the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees, This has all
been paid except for a small sum retained
to cover the cost of air lifts arranged at
the request of the UNHCR,

Made available in cash or in kind to the
Indian Government without the channel for
its disbursement being specified.
This has been spent:

(a) £2 1/2 million
(US$6 million) for the purchase and
shipment of rice from Burma,

(b) £1/2 million
(US$1.2 million) for the purchase
and shipment of tents and other shelter
materials from the United Kingdom,

(c) £2 million
(US$4.8 million) which Britain is
about to pay for purchases of essential
supplies in India, following discussions
with UNHCR and Indian authorities.

Made available for costs incurred by British
charities, most of which has been spent.

(more)
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Mew Contributions

£7 1/2 million
(US$18 million)

Offered to the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees,

£14.75 million
(US$35.4 million) TOTAL UK contribution

(Note: Earlier official figures have listed the previous contributions
as £8 million (US$19.2 million), This included £3/4 million
(UG$1.8 million) worth of wheat under the World Food Programme,
This offer had to be withdrawn when it was discovered that it
could not be used.)

B, Relief in East Pakistan

Previous Contributions

£1/2 million
(US$1.200,COO)

£1/2 million
(US$1,200,000)

New Contribution

£1 million
(US$2,4 million)

Paid to the United Nations and spent
as follows:

(a) $750,000 for purchase of transport
for UNICEFj for child feeding and other
emergency projects.

(b) $150,000 for purchase of drugs for
the World Health Organization programme.

(c) $75,000 for transport of rice from
Japan,

(d) $225,000 for purchase of trucks for
UNICEF.

Offered to the United Nations for expenditure
on vessels and vehicles for food distribution,
including ramp-powered lighters, tugs, an
LCT and land vehicles.

Offered to the United Nations.

£2 million
(US$4.8 million) TOTAL UK contribution

*
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UNHCR APPEALS FOR AID IK TRANSPORTING_TOOLLEIT,BLA.NKSJ3 TO INDIA

FOR USE OF EAST P/KISTAN REFUGEES

(The following is reproduced a3 received from UNKCR,)

When Sadruddin Aga Khan, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

(UNHCR), on 13 October met the press in connexion vith his world-wide appeal

for continued and massive assistance to the refugees from East Pakistan in

India, he said:

"We have no more money left at present. Our last allocation from the

funds we have so far received went to the Government of India in an amount

of $̂ 80,000 to buy straw iaats to protect the refugees from the damp ground

and $3.̂  million to the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) to buy

blankets now that in most of the States where the refugees are located the

cold weather is setting in".

UNICEF recently reported tc the Ilich Commissioner in his capacity as

"focal point" that they had completed their part of the "operation blankets".

At the same time they asked his Office to arrange transportation by air of

certain quantities of woollen blankets needed urgently in the mountainous

regions and on high ground whi?e they vere organizing the shipping of the

cotton blankets. The problem of organizing the air transport is today UNHCR1S

main worry.

At the standing inter-agency unit meeting which takes place in Geneva

each week and brings together all the United Nations agencies involved in the

assistance programme — UNHCR, UNICEF, World Health Organization (WHO), Food

and Agriculture Organization-World Food Programme and the League of Red Cross

Societies — the problem of providing the refugees with woollen blankets for

protection against the cold in the States of Tripura, Assam and Neghalaya,

including women and children in camps in the northern part of West Bengal, and

providing cotton blankets for the others, was studied a few weeks ago.
(more)
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The focal point had transmitted a request from the Indian Govermn2nt

for 20̂ ,000 woollen blankets and 3,117,200 cotton, WHO insisted that the

highest priority should be given to these items in view of the dangers of »

bronchial diseases following the end of the monsoon and the beginning of the

chilly weather.

As part of the co-ordinating function of the focal point, information

was sought on what was happening in the private sector. It was learned that

CARITAS, the Catholic International Voluntary Organization, OXFAM, the Swedish

Red Cross and the League of Red Cross Societies vere holding drives for a

total of over 1,300,000 blankets.

UNICEF, for its part, undertook to purchase over 2,200,000 blankets while,

following a request from focal point to the United States Government, part of ••:.

that Government's contribution to the focal point was used to purchase more

than 700,000 blankets.

The "buying" operation of blankets will long be remembered by the officials

of UWICEF in Paris, New York and New Delhi,

The Story is told by a UWICEF official in Paris who sought the advice of

a friend in Germany, leader of the voluntary agency "Diakonischewerk" whom he

knew had been in touch with a German blanket manufacturer. He not only obtained

the aame of the firm, but was immediately given 50,000 blankets which the

Diakonisahewerk had in stock. At that time a ship with relief supplies

chartered by the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany had just left

Hamburg but was calling at Rottsrdsjn from where it would leave three days later.

Frantic telephone calls arranged for transportation to truck the-gift to the

Dutch port. The blankets will be unloaded in Calcutta on 3 November.

UWICEF, New York, was equally successful in finding blankets in Canada

ready for shipment at the end of October. Then a big snarl arose. Because of

the dock strikes in the United States, the Government could not move immediately

the blankets it had bought* Equally serious was the side effect the strike

had on commercial air freight. Even from Europe charter cargo flights to India

became practically unobtainable. Money and free transportation could take care

of immediate sea transportation of some 650,000 blankets essentially from

Europe. But how rcere the most urgently needed quantities of woollen blankets

to reach the cold areas in India in time?

(more)
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On an urgent appeal from the focal point, the United States Government

promised to organize flights which would take to India all the woollen blankets

"bought in America. In addition, it promised to find and finance charter

flights from other aron,sr The focal point itself approached several commercial

passenger airlines for free cargo space, "but this alone, as the situation now

appears, will not solve the immediate problem,,

There are at present already in India or arriving shortly some 350*000

blankets (154,000 bought by UWICEF locally and some 200,000 provided by the '•

League of Red Cross Societies and other voluntary agencies in previous months).

Another 650,000 are on their way by sea with first deliveries reaching India

at the beginning of November. The 1,300,000 collected or in the process of

being brought together by CARITAS, the League of Red Cross Societies and OXFAM

will be transported by these organizations themselves through their own

arrangements8 But, as a spokesman for focal point said:

"Until we can break the deadlock in finding air space there is a risk

that we will not be able to deliver all the quantities in time —- sjid time is

of the essence. Obviously the world cannot let it happen that blankets are

ready in Europe, America and Canada while children in Tripura, Assam, Weghalaya

and West Bengal are exposed to cold and disease, This is a test time. UNICEF

and focal point are appealing most urgently to governments, airlines and all

other sources that could possibly assist, to do everything they can to help

us break through this transportation deadlock".

In the meantime focal point Delhi reports that the Indian Red Cross has

started distribution and that the Government of Indias for its part, has

worked out a system of decentralization whei-eby the locally purchased blankets

are being sent to the camps from "godowns" (the local word for ware-house) in

four regions. Everything now depends on the deliveries reaching India before

the really cold nights threaten the health of the refugees.

The first American aircraft carrying blankets will leave from Munich

airport on 31 October.

*•
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UNHCR APPEALS FOR AID IN,_,TRAN.SPpRTI^G^100LL_EN._BLANKETS TO. .INDIA

FOR t USE OF EAST PAKIgEflN. REFUGEES

CORRECTION

In Press Release IHA/87~REF/6̂ 6 of 1 November, the first paragraph on

page 2 should read:

"The focal point had transmitted a request from the Indian Government for

1,20̂ ,000 woollen blankets and 3,117,200 cotton, WHO insisted that the highest

priority should be given to these items in view of the dangers cf bronchial

diseases following the end of the monsoon and the beginning of the chilly

weather."

* *##
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TEXT. GIF NOTE TQ_,SECBETARY-_GENBRAL FROM FEDERAL .REPUBLIC OF GERMANY

ON HIMAKITARIM ASSISTANCE TO PEOPLE OF EAST PAKISTAN

Following is the text of a note dated 10 November to the Secretary-General,

U Thant, from the Permanent Observer of the Federal Republic of Germany to the

United Nations, regarding the United Nations relief operation in East Pakistan:

The Permanent Observer of the Federal Republic of Germany to the United

Nations presents his compliments to the Secretary-General of the United Nations

and— in response to the latter's appeal cf 16 June 1971 — has the honour to

inform him of the following:

The Government of the Federal Republic of Germany has decided to make

available 5 million German marks to the United Nations East Pakistan Relief

Operation (UNEPRO)4 This sum breaks down as follows:

1, A contribution cf 2 million Gsrman narks to UNEPF.O half of which shall

be earmarked for the activities of UNICEF in East Pakistan;

2. a contribution of 2 million German narks to cover the costs of chartering

river craft for the distribution of food in East Pakistan;

5. the financing of the extension of the Intravenous Fluid Production

Center at Dacca to double its capacity, or the financing of other high

priority items, as agreed.

The Government of the Federal Republic of Germany has made arrangements for

the immediate transfer of its contribution to the UNEPRO account with the

Eayrische Vereinsbank, Muenchon*

The Permanent Observer of the Federal Republic of Germany avails himself

of this opportunity to renew to the Secretary-General the assurances of his

highest consideration.

* #•*-)«• *
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TEXT OF LETTER TO SBCHETARY-GEHERAL FROM UNITED STATES

ON UNITED NATIONS BELIEF OPERATION IN EAST PAKISTAN
/

Following is the text of a letter dated 15 November to the Secretary-

General, U Thant, from the Permanent Representative of the United States to

the United Nations, George H. Bush, regarding the United Nations relief operation

in East Pakistan:

I have the honor to inform you that, in further response to your appeal

of June 16, 1971, the United States Government hereby agrees to make available

to you $500,000 for the United Nations relief operation in East Pakistan,

It is understood that these funds will be used to support the personnel and

administrative foreign exchange costs of the United Nations operation.

¥e would appreciate it if your office could inform us from time to time

of the disbursements made from these funds, together vith a general description

of the purposes for which they were used. In this connection, we would appreciate

your letting us have at an early date a similar statement with regard to the

$1 million made available for the same purpose earlier.

Accept, Mr. Secretary General, the assurances of my highest consideration.

# _y. y y
f, A A1
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TEXT OF NOTE TQ..SECEETARY^MERALgROM KUWAIT

ON RELIEF FOR rKISTANI

Following is the text of a note dated 12 November to the Secretary-Gene rral,

U Thanty from the Permanent Representative of Kuwait to the United Nations

regarding relief for PsJcistani refugees:

The Permanent Representative cf the State of Kuvait to the United Nations

presents his compliments to the Secretary-General of the United Nations and

has the honour to inform him that the Council of Ministers of the State of Kuvro.it

decided to contribute sixty thousand dollars ($60,000) for the relief of Pakistani

rcfugoes .

The Permanent Representative encloses a cheque for the said sum, and

requests the Secretary-General to be kind enough to forward it to the competent

authorities vrhich channel reliof to the Pakistani refugees.

The Permanent Representative of the State cf Kuwait to the United Nations

avails himself cf this opportunity to renew to the Secretary-General of the

Unltod Nation-? the assurance o-4* Ma M";hest consideration.

* #** *
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17 November 1971

TEXT OF LETTER TO SECRETARY-GENERAL FROM NEW ZEALAND

ON RELIEF FOR EAST PAKISTAN REFUGEES IN INDIA

Following is the text of a letter dated 15 November to the Secretary-

General, U Thant, from the Permanent Representative of New Zealand to the

United Nations, John V. Scott, regarding humanitarian assistance for

East Pakistan refugees in India:

I have the honour to inform you that the Prime Minister of New Zealand

announced on 12 November that the New Zealand Government will contribute

a further NZ$100,000 to the relief work among East Pakistan refugees in

India. This contribution is being made in response to the appeal for funds

launched recently by the United Nations High Coaun.ssioner for Refugees.

The amount will be made availe.ble in cash to the High Commissioner for

Refugees to use as he considers appropriate for the refugees from East Pakistan,

This latest donation brings the total Hew Zealand contributions frcm

all sources for the relief programmes in Eant Pakistan and for refugees from

East Pakistan in India to a total of U3$8l)-8,500. I attach a memorandum

which sets out the New Zealand contrubution in greater detail.

Accept, Sir, the assurance of my highest consideration.

(nore)
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17 November 1971

HEW ZEALAND ASSISTANCE.

HZ$

CORSO: Food, clothing, medical and shelter supplies 310,000

CORSOs Cash grants to UI13CR, UNICEF 55,000

Government grant (direct to tflHICR) 100,000

Government grant (channelled through CORSO) 50,000

6 Royal New Zealand Air Force Hercules flights 71,000

lew Zealand Red Cross grant 35,500

Catholic relief services grant' 20,000

National Council of Churches grant 3,000

Privately donated supplies (channelled through

CORSO) 20,000

Youth International Committee Appeal 55,000

719,500

Relief Operation in East Pakistan

United Nations East Pakistan Relief Operation

(8 dories and outboard motors) 12,000

731,500

# •*## #
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AND G Q V l M E B T OF PAKISTAN ON CONDITIONS

FOR_DISCHARCJE CF_FUHC1'IQNS OF UNITED NATIONS RELIEF OPERATIONS IN EAST PAKISTAN

In a letter dated 20 September 1971 to' th<s President of Pakistan,

General ̂ gha Muhammad Yahya Khan, the Secretary-General put on record his

understanding of the principles upon which fee United Nations East Pakistan

Relief Operation (UNEPRO) is based, as follows:

"Now that the United Nations relief operation is established

and functioning in East Pakistan, I should like to put on record

my understanding of the principles on which this United Nations

effort is based.

"As Your Excellency knows, this operation was initiated because

it seemed imperative to act with speed in order to forestall by a

strictly humanitarian action the possibility of famine and related

disasters which might cost the lives of vast numbers of human beings

in East Pakistan, This meant that the operation had to be launched

solely on the basis of Your Excellency's acceptance of my offer of

humanitarian assistance by and through the United Nations for the

relief of the distressed people of East Pakistan, and of the

assurances given by Your Excellency to my Personal Representative,

Mr* Ismat Kittani, during his visit to Islamabad in June of this

year. On that occasion, as Your Excellency will recall, you

welcomed and gave your full support to the United Nations operation

being set up in such a way as to enable me to give contributors and

donors the requisite assurances that the relief provided by and

through the United Nations was reaching those for whom it was destined,

the people of East Pakistan.

"The United Nations effort in East Pakistan is an unusual — even

an unprecedented — form of activity for the Organization, I initiated

this operation, even without any supporting resolution from any United
(more)
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\

Nations organ, because I felt that :.iy obligations under the Charter

must include any humanitarian action which I could take to save the

lives of large numbers of human beings. The operation is, as Your

Excellency knows9 entirely dependent on the response by governments

and other donors to my various appeals for help and is based exclusively

on voluntary contributions, I need not emphasize here that this is a

purely humanitarian operation unrelated to economic assistance of a

more long-taria nature,

"Especially in view of the unusual nature of this operation, it is

now necessary for its smooth functioning that we fill in the legal and

other details which are normally required in an undertaking of this

kind and which were omitted during the initial phase because of the

speed with which the emergency had to be met. The arrangements

outlined below are designed to put the operation on a more customary

and regular basis without of course affecting any standing agreements

or arrangements the various organizations or agencies engaged in the

operation may have with Tour Excellency's Government.

"In sending this message to Your Excellency I have in mind, first,

the necessity of a good working relationship on the ground between

United Nations personnel and all those with whom they will have to

deal in East Pakistan, Second, I am very conscious of my obligations

to those governments and agencies who have made voluntary contributions

to this relief operation and their desire to be assured as to the use

of the relief provided. Thirdly, I am anxious to clarify the record

so as to avoid any possible misunderstandings between the Government

of Pakistan and the United Nations concerning the way in which this

operation is to be run."

On the basis of this letter, discussions were held at Headquarters with

the Permanent Representative of Pakistan, resulting in an agreed statement

of "Conditions for the effective discharge of the functions of the United

Nations East Pakistan Relief Operation". The agreement was finalized by an

exchange of letters between the Secretary-General and the Permanent

Representative of Pakistan dated 15 and l6 November 1971- The agreed text

of the "Conditions for the effective discharge of the functions of UNEPRO"

is reproduced below:
(more)
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"CONDITIONS FOR THE EFFECTIVE DISOHAEG32 OF TTdE FUNCTIONS OF
TEE UNITED NATIONS EAST PAKISTAN RELIEF OPERATION (UlEPRO)

1. A Chief of Mission shall be appointed by the Secretary-General,

who shall exercise full authority, on behalf of the Secretary-General,

over the conduct of UNEFRO. In selecting the Chief of Mission, the

Secretary-General shall take into consideration the views of the

Government of Pakistan,

2. UNEPKO shall consist of such officials as the Secretary-General

may assign or appoint for the purpose of discharging the Operation's

functions, namely, international officials of the United Nations, its

programmes and Specialized Agencies, and officials locally recruited

for the purposes of UNEPRO. Such officials, with the exception of

those locally recruited and employed at hourly rates, shall be accorded

the privileges and immunities specified in Article V of the Convention

on the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations and Article VI

of the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized

Agencies., to both of which instruments Pakistan is a Party. UlEPRO

pei-sou-i?! shall respect the laws and regulations of Pakistan and shall

refrain frori any action incompatible with their status as officials

of the Un.ioFcL F̂ tlons or of tbe Specialized Agencies,

5« lil^iA^O associated personnel shall consist of persons, other than

those referred tc in paragraph 2 above, who are not of Pakistan

nationality and wlio are engaged in relief activities forming part of

UHZPKO. UMRPRO associated personnal shall, in particular, include

international members of the crews of vessels engaged in activities

forming part of UHEPRO and such additional categories of personnel

(other- than those covered under paragraph 2 above) as may be agreed

between the Government of Pakistan and the United Nations. The

Secretary-General shall provide to the Government of Pakistan at its

request lists of UEEPP.O associated personnel, and shall from time to

time inform it of any changes in those lists. The Government of

Pakistan shall grant UNEPRO associated personnel immunity from legal

process in respect of words spoken or written and all acts performed

(more)
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by them In the course of such activities. UNEPRG associated personnel

shall respect the laws and regulations of Pakistan and shall refrain

from any action incompatible with their functions.

U. UHEPRO personnel and associated personnel shall enjoy freedom of

access to, and freedom of movement within East Pakistan. In particular

they shall have free access to the places and facilities where relief

supplies brought in by, or under the auspices of, the United Nations,

are discharged., stored, transported or distributed, Such freedom of

access and movement shall include the use of motor vehicles? vessels '

used for sea and river navigation, and equipment, required in connexion

with UNEPRO activities. The freedom of access and movement envisaged

in this paragraph may be subject to temporary restriction for security

reasons., The Chief of Mission shall be informed when such restrictions

are imposed and shall be consulted with a view to ensuring that

activities forming part of UNEPRO can continue to be conducted so far

as possible without interruption.

5(a). All property, equipment and forms of transport used as part of

UNEPRO, as well as all relief supplies brought in by, or under the .

auspices of, the United Nations, shall be afforded free entry into

Pakistan and expeditious handling. They shall not be diverted to any

purpose incompatible with the functions of UHEPRO.

(b). The Government of Pakistan shall provide free storage facilities

for relief supplies brought in by, or under the auspices of, the

United HatIons. Arrangements shall be made for regular on-the-spot

consultations between officials of the Government of Pakistan and

UKEPRO personnel and associated personnel regarding customs formalities

and similar matters,

6. UNEPRO personnel and associated personnel shall enjoy an unrestricted

right of communication, by radio, telephone, telegraph or other means,

when performing duties forming part of TJKEPRO, The United Nations may,

for this purpose, establish a system of radio communication in East

Pakistan connected with the IM radio network, which shall be operated

in accordance with such international agreements, conventions and

regulations as may be in force.

(more)
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7» The United Nations flag, markings and emblem may "be used in

connexion with UKEEftQ as the Chief of Mission shc.ll determine,

8C The Government of Rî -istan shall take all necessity measures to

ensure the security and safety of UKEPRO personnel and associated

personnel, and of all premises, facilities, means of transport and

equipment tised in connexion with UHE'PRO activities.

9» The United ITations and the Government of Pakistan shall extend

to each other the fullest possible co-operation in order that

activities forming part of UKEPRO nay fulfil the strictly humanitc^ian

purposes of the Operation*,"

* ##* *
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Note No, 3712
23 Hovuciber 1971

NOTE TO CORRESPONDENTS

The f'olloirlnr; stafc^ent 'was made today "by a United Nations spokesman:

The Secretary-General is gravely concerned about the situation relating

to East Pakistano He is following the developments closely and is in constant

to;ich -with Ma office on this matter.

* #-»# *
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Note No. 3713
24 November 1971

NOTE TO CORRESPONDENTS

(The following statement vas riade by a United Nations spokesman today.)

It is the intention of the Secretary-General that UNEPRO* will ensure that

food distribution continues wherever physically possible.

There is no intention to stop UNEPRO's operations ar.d all possible

arrangements arc being made to maintain a satisfactory level of relief supplies

in the pipeline, Aciong these arrangements are storage facilities in Singapore

for which we are grateful to the Government of Singapore.

* UNEPRO — United Nations East Pakistan Relief Operation.
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Following is the text of a note dated 23 November to the Secretary-General,

U Thant. from the Permanent Observer of the Federal Republic of Germany regarding

•assistance to East Pakistani refugees in India:

The Permanent Observer of the Federal Republic of Germany presents his

compliments to the Secretary-Gefteral of the United Nations and has the honour

to inform him that the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany has decided

to make available an additional 50 million Deutschmarks for the relief of the

East Pakistani Refugees in India.

With this contribution, the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany

is responding to the appeal of 19 May 1971 -with which the Secretary-General

focussed attention on the plight of these refugees and asked for assistance

to alleviate this human suffering. With his notes of 28 May, 21 June and

12 August 1971, the Permanent Observer of the Federal Republic of Germany

had already apprised the Secretary-General of previous multilateral- aid measures

representing a total value of over l6 million Deutschmarks.

The present contribution in the amount of 50 million Deutschmarks is to

be apportioned as follows:

1. 15 million Deutschmarks for the account of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees;

2. 10 'million Deutschmarks for the purchase of 30 tons of rice;

3« 2 million Deutnchmarks for the purchase of 500 tons of milk powder and
30,000 tons of calcium caseirat;

4. 2 million Deutschmarks for the transport of the above-mentioned foodstuffs
to India;

5- 21 million Deutschmarks for three German charitable organizations active
in India, to finance programs coordinated with the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees.

(more)
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The Peifflanent Observer of the Federal Republic of Germany avails himself

of tJiis opportunity to renew to the Secretary-General of the United Nations

ths a.«=suranees of hie h.%heet consideration,

*
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO'UNITED NATIONS ASSISTANCE TO EAST PAKISTAN REFUGEES

IN,INDIA EXCEED $180 MILLION. UNIICR REPORTS

(The following is reproduced as received from UI'HCR,)

According to the latest list of contributions dated 30 November and

published today by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for

Refugees (UNHCR), in its capacity as focal point for United Nations

assistance to refugees in India, over $180 million have been pledged or

contributed, in cash and in kind, by the international community through

the United Nations.

Of this amount, some $60 million were pledged or donated by

Governments after a follow-up to an earlier appeal by the Secretary-General,

U Thant, had been made world-wide by the United Nations High Commissioner

for Refugees, Sadruddin Aga Khan, in mid-October.

The office of UNHCR indicates that, according to information conveyed

to the focal point by Governments and voluntary agencies, bilateral aid is

at present estimated to be valued at $97 million, of which $35 million

were raised by voluntary agencies. The total international assistance to

India towards refugee relief therefore has now reached well over $277

million.

The United Nations list of contributions to the focal point shows that

59 Governments have pledged a total of $171 million, of which $103.6 million

is in cash and $63 million in kind. Non-governmental contributions amount

to $4,252,349 (including $34,000 from private citizens directly to the

focal point) while UNHCR, the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), the

Food and Agriculture Organization-World Food Programme, and the World Health

Organization gave a total of $4.3 million,

(more)
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The following details concern governmental contributions received

since 11 October, the date of the High Commissioner's follow-up appealW

(countries in alphabetical order): Australia, $A500,000 ($US575,373.99)j

Austria, $US65,000; Belgium, B.FRS.30 million ($US628,297.8?); Brazil,

$US9,250 (milk povder); Denmark, DK. 2,500,000 ($173343,406.59); Federal

Republic of Germany, DM 50 million ($US15,060,240«96); Guinea, $US40,COO

(vaccines); Guyana, $US5,000 (rice and sugar); Iceland,($US5,751,65.); «

Italy, $US22,764.23 (rice); Kenya, K, Pounds 10,000 ($US27,678,22); Kuwait,

$US60,000; Liberia, $US10,OOC>5 Liechtenstein ER. 1-0,000 ($US2,531,6*0; *

Monaco, FR.FRS.30,000 ($US5,434.78); Netherlands, Florins 10 million ($US

2,967,359.05); New Zealand, $NZ100,000 ($US115,170,79); Switzerland,

$US1 million; United Kingdom, Pounds 8.5 million ($US2l,039,603); United

States $18,657,000 ($5 million cash, $13 million kind); Uruguay $US2,000;

Republic of Viet-Wam, $US15,000; Zambia, Kwacha 20,000 ($US28,003.36). I-

(An updated list detailing total contributions paicL ov pledged in cash

and kind will be issued in the near future.)



U N I T E D N A T I O N S

Pi-ess Section
Office of Public Information

United llaticns, N.Y.

(FOR USE 0? INFORMATION MEDIA — NOT M OFFICIAL RECORD)

Press Release
IHA/9T
BEF/652

3 December 1971

TEXT, OF MOTE TO SECRETARY-GENERAL FROM GREECE

Oil AID TO REFUGEES, FROM EAST PAKISTAN

Following is the text of a note dated 29 November to the Secretary-

General, U Thant, from the Permanent Mission of Greece to the United Nations,

regarding assistance to refugees from East Pakistan:

The Permanent Mission of Greece to the United Nations presents its

compliments to the Secretary-General of the United Nations and following

its notes No. 209J of June 1971 and No. 2̂ 18 of August 1971 informing His

Excellency about emergency assistance granted by Greece to refugees from

East Pakistan, has the honour to bring to his knowledge that the Greek

Government has forwarded through the Greek Red Cross a third consignment

consisting of:

a) 4.662 klgs. of medical supplies

b) 2.000 klgs. of canned meat

c) 252 klgs. of disinfectants

d) 1.000 blankets

Farther, the Greek Red Cross has forwarded 3*000 klgs. of clothing.

The Permanent Mission of Greece avails itself of this opportunity to

renew to the Secretary-General the assurances of its highest consideration.

* #**
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7RQM..Fa_DpAILirREPUBLIC OFJ5EPMNY

REGARDING UNITED NATIONS EAST PAKISTAN RELIEF OPERATION

Following ?.s the text of a note dated. 3 December to the Secretary-General,

U Thant, from the Permanent Observer of the Federal Republic of Germany to the

United Nations regarding the United Nations East Pakistan Relief Operation

(UKEPRO):

The Permanent Observer of the Federal Republic of Germany to the United

Nations presents his compliments to the Secretary-General of the United Nations

and has the honour to inform him of the following:

The Government of the Federal Republic of Germany has decided to make

available an additional 10 million Deutschmark for the United Nations East

Pakistan Relief Operation (UNSPRO).

These funds have bean allocated in response to the Secretary-General's

appeal of 16 June 1971 and in addition to the 5 million Deutschmark donated

previously as indicated in the Permanent Observer's note of 10 November 1971.

The amount of 10 million Deutschmark has been transferred to the UNEPRO

account with the Bayrische Vereinstank, Muenchen. The funds are intended to

be used as follows:

k million Deutschmark for UNEPROTs activities in East Pakistan

k million Deutschmark for UKICEFrs child feeding programme in East Pakistan

2 million Deutschmark for chartering river craft if feasible.

Trie Permanent Observer of the Federal Republic of Germany avails himself

of this opportunity to renew to the Secretary-General of the United Nations

the assurances of his highest consideration.

# *#* *
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§2ft,T§ffiHTJKr_gECEBXARY-GEIvEML, U THAET, IN GErERAL .ASSEMBLY

In the confused aad fluid situation which exists in the subcontinent and

in ths absence as yet of a decision, by either the Security Council or the

General Assembly oa the political and military aspects of the situation,

I feel it is my duty as Secretary-General to speak up on behalf of those who

are likely, through no fault of their own, to become the innocent victims

of the crisis.

Since the events of March, I have taken a number of initiatives in an

attempt to mitigate the humanitarian consequences of the situation in East

Pakistan. Among these initiatives were the setting up of the United Nations

East Pakistan Relief Operation and of the Focal Point for humanitarian assistance

to the refugees from East Pakistan now in India. These and other initiatives

have been reported on in detail to the General Assembly and to the Security

Council.

With this background in mind I now appeal to all the parties to the conflict,

no matter what their allegiance, to take every possible measure to spare the

lives of the innocent civilian population which is afflicted and threatened by

the present hostilities.

In this connexion I am maintaining close contact with the International

Committee of the Red Cross which, in its traditional humanitarian role, will

endeavour to implement as fully as possible the terms of the Geneva Conventions.

I appeal to all parties to observe the terms of those Conventions and to do their

utmost to ensure that the present developments do not give rise to yet another

senseless sacrifice of human lives on a vast scale.

As a practical matter, I have instructed by representative in Dacca

to examine urgently, in full co-operation with the International Red Cross,

(more)
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what practical measures can "be taken to this end. i Tjill keep ths General

Assembly and the Security Council informed of further oeve.lop.ne!its in this

matter.

I an reporting separately to the Security Council and the General

Assembly on efforts to arrange for the evacuation of United Nations and other

international personnel, numbering more than 300, from Dacca, and on interim

measures to "be taken for their safety.

*•>;--*
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The following statement was made today by a spokesman for the United Nations

High Consaissioner for Refugees:

The High Commissioner for Refugees, Sadruddin Aga Khan, acting in his

capacity as focal point for assistance from and through the United. Nations system

to East Pakistan refugees in India, announced today after consultations vith the

Secretary-General that, in view of the prevailing situation, shipments of relief

commodities and equipment to India are feeing diverted for practical reasons

until -the situation permibs resumption of deliveries. The focal point

representative in New Delhi continues to be in contact with the Government of

India and is reporting regularly to the High Commissioner.

*
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The following statement was made today by a spokesman for the United

Nations High Commissioner for Refugees :

The High Commissioner for Refugees s Sadruddin Aga Khan, acting in his

capacity as focal point for assistance from and through the United Nations

system to Es.st Pakistan refugees in India, announced today after consultations

with the Secretary-General that shipments of relief commodities and equipment

to India are being resumed. This decision was taken on the basis of reports

received from the focal point representative in New Delhi and assurances from

the Government of India that conditions now permit the resumption of the

normal flow of relief supplies.
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EOTE .TQ^SECRarAgY^GEfemL .FROM DENMARK OK AID TOJgAST PAKI51ANIS

Following is the text of a note dated 9 December to the Secretary-General,

U Thant., from the Permanent Representative of Denmark to the United Nations

regarding humanitarian assistance to East Pakistanis:

The Permanent Representative of Denmark to the United Ueticns presents

his compliments to the Secretary-General of the United. Nations and has the

honour with reference to previous notes concerning humanitarian help to East

Pakistan and the East Pakistani refugees in India to inform him that the

Danish financial authorities have now approved a grant of Danish Kroner

10 million of which amount kroner 7»!> million will be reserved for the United

Hations KLgih Commissioner for Refugees for eventual further relief action to

the East Pakistani refugees in India. The Danish Red Cross vill receive a

Eiaximum contribution of kroner 1.5 million towards the establishment of a

fully equipped 100-bed field hospital and the Relief Agency of the National

Church will receive a maximum contribution cf kroner 1 million towards the

establishment of new refugees camps. The last mentioned two amounts of which

kroner 1 million and. kroner 500,000 will be disburr.ed immediately represent

a doubling up of the fiinds raised by the two organisations themselves.

TL.e Permanent .Representative of Denmark avails himself of this

opportunity to renew to the Secretâ -General of the United Nations the

assurances of hia highest consideration.
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TEXT OF LETTER TO SECRETARY-GENERAL FROM NETHERLANDS ON AID TO EAST PAKISTANIS

Folio-wing is the text of a letter dated 6 December to the Secretary-General,

U Thant, from Robbert Fack, Permanent Representative of the Netherlands to the

United Nations, regarding aid to the population of East Pakistan:

The Netherlands Government has instructed me to inform you that it has

decided to make a second voluntary contribution, this time to the amount of

10 million guilders, to meet the urgent needs of the population of East Pakistan.

Half of the amount of this contribution will be earmarked for food-aid

supplies to be channeled through the ¥orld Food Programme.

The remaining 5 million guilders will be provided in cash and will be

transmitted to the UNEPRO's relief account with the Amsterdam-Rotterdam Bank N,V.

in The Hague.

Please accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

* V y yff n K


