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in accordance with the programme for periodic 
retirement of registry files. 

Any future correspondence on this subject will 
be continued under the same file number. 
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LH/ms 

11 January 1957 

Cher Monsi ur Obez, 

A la demand~. de Mr. Myer Cohen, je vous envoie ci-joint les 

exemplaires !)S·. l - 13 du builetin sur "Hungarian developments " 

que no_us pr parons quotidiennement au Bureau du Sou~cretaire 

charge de 1 1l ide au peuple hongrois. Ces bulletinsAsont envoyes 

a titre d1information. ous sommes a votre entiere disposition 

au cas ou vous auri z besoin de renseignement upplementaires 

sur un point quelconque mentionne dans 1 1un de ces bulletins. 

Veuillez agreer, cher Monsieur Obez, 1 1expression de mes 

sentiments distingues 

Monsieur Pierr Obez 
Liaison Offic r for R li f to · 

th Hungarian People 
Palaia des tions 
GeneTe, Sui se 

La.sale Hamori 
Bureau de 11aide au peuple 

hongrois 

-----------------
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Mr. Myer Cohen 23 ovemb r 6 

so r o,r'I, vf'/ 

ary Jeffrey-a , . r. L 

Dail:v report 

A. Comrnunic tione fro 

The following co unicationa ha e b en r ceived since my note of 
21 No mber: 

Greece 

Turkey 

~te of 17 lovember from Permanent Repr eentative. 

Gre k Gove s e.lr ady offered to the Hungarian p ople 
through th i te ediary of the Gre k ed Cross ssistanee 
in convertibl curr ncy and in goods to the value of fJ,ooo. 
Lett r of 19 fove h r r-. Permanent R presentativ medical . ,, 
~upplies d blankets h ve been sent to Hungary by rkish •·. 
ed Cre c nt Society. . . ~ .i~? 

Turki h Governn nt lso concu.rr d in decision of Euro ean "/ 
Council which will sppropri te 73 million francs from its 
1955 {?) budg t for aid to the Hungari peopl 

( ecision tor c ·ve 500 refugees already reported upon). 

o• of 21 ov ber fro Pr art nt Deleg tion. 

General collection in Iceland for reli ft Hungary 
Icelandic Kr r 6 O · , (this unt probably to b ed 

inly for purcha e of dicinal cod liver oil subject to 
cont:ir ~t1on of the Internation l Red Cross). 

B. Inf'ormaJ::_ion from Offic gda:y night, 21 ovember 

Regi ter d arrival in Austria: 411lll. 
(In addition large numb no registered making probable arrivals 
since b ginning of rg ncy at least 55 1122) 

.Departures number; 21499 

Broken up as follow: 

Switzerland 2,739 with 460 waiting movement 

Bel.gi 2,423 

eth rlanda ·' 1,279 II 300 " II 



Ge 1,154 wi1h 422 nt 
u •• 71A II 2CO " 

' Sweden 555 ll ~o " II 

Fr ee 242 " 250 II II 

u.s. ~6 If 130 II " 
Australia n 150 " 

To.,al waiting 1,962 
· aoT nt 



~-UNITED NATIONS • ,NATI ~~~ UNIES 
INTEROFFICE MEMORAN OUM 

' ' 
Date: lµ November 195-6._ 

FILE NO.: $~ ~ r3s-/1 
uN,J 

. ~l 
FROM: -----. der-Secretary for /J 

\".:\v,··~ W-..:'\-t.. ~- :- .._........__ 
SUBJECT: Hungarian Relief T ~ f-.-l L:""""""- ~.., ~ 

t r- -t- ~...__ ..-Y,4- • ,. • :.,_ ' ft ->...-. 
1. I should like to give you a brief state~f our conception of relieftA,.,V ~· 
operations within HUt1gary. We have assumed, in view of the urgency of the,· 1 -~ ... situation, it would not be feasible to conceive of establishing United Nations 
machinery .for toe· supplying of relief to Hungary. The actual operations i~ - w.: 1" 
volved in '-Such a prograrmne are : rt......J.. ~. 

(1) Securing a list of requirements; \4 Cl • 
(2) Reviewing such a list in order to deterrnine the validity of the 
requests; 

(3) Exploration of ~~ys and means of securing the supplies needed --
this includes securing funds from Member Governments and various humanitarian 
organizations; 

(4) Purchase of supplies; 

(5) Transportation of supplies , either overseas, over Lmd or by air; 
' (6) Turning the supplies over to responsible officials or organizations 

in Hungary for distribution; 

(7) Some degree of assurance that the supplies are distributed in accordance 
with the purposes with which they are granted . 

2. With this type of an operation in mind, we have been proceeding on the 
assumption that the task could be most expeditiously carried out by the Interna­
tional Red Cross (CICR), which, as you know, has its headquarters in Geneva, 
working in co-operation with the League of Red Cross Societies . It is our under­
standing that the International Red Cross is staffed and prepared to carry out 
the operations listed above. To the extent that they do not now possess all of 
the personnel required, they could rather quickly secure additional staff for 
work on the above-listed operations, including the distribution of supplies in 
Hungary. 

3. I have had several trans-Atlantic ta;l.ks with M. Boissier, the Secretary­
General of the International Red Cross, and he has indicated a lively interest in 
undertaking this difficult task. Re has made it clear, however, that the Interna­
tional Red Cross could not serve in a strict sense as the agent of the United 
Nations , although he is quite prepared that the United Nations should act as a 
channel for various resources (supplies and funds) to the International Red Cross. 
N. Boissier has been in negotiation with the Hungarian Red Cross in Vienna , with 
a view to arranging the necessary details for the actual relief operations. Once 
he has secured agreement with the Hungarian Red Cross and the Hungarian Govern­
ment, I propose that the United Nations and the specialized agencies maintain close 
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liaison with the International Red Cross in order to assist the operation in 
all ways possible. 

4. J, believe that the United Nations should serve as a means of helping to raise 
funds through contributions from Member Governments and humanitarian organizations 
and that if required a limited number of personnel from the specialized agencies 
could serve in technical capacities in connexion with the operation. I have 
already had indications from 0 FAO and WHO of their willingness to assist as re­
quested. 

5. It is possible_,a:lso that assistance from UNICEF will be required, and this 
too should be co- prd.inated with the work of the International Red Cross. It is 
understood, .of c6urse, that UNICEF could only assist if requested to do so by the 
Hungarian Government. 

6. I have outlined our conception of this operation above so that you would be 
fully aware of the steps being taken to carry out the resolutions of the General 
Assembly and to bring relief to Hungary as quickly as possible. References in the 
press which refer to United Nations relief supplies and United Nations supervision 
over distribution are giving me some concern, since I do not believe there is any pos­
sibility of either being done in a satisfactory manner at present . There is a 
further danger in these reports, namely, that the International Red Cross will feel 
that its position of neutrality is being compromised and that it will not be able 
to proceed with the operation along the lines we had hoped. I have already had , ? ' 

a telegram this morning from M. Boissier expressing his concern on this matter . ~ 

?. It is my recommendation that for the reasons given above, we should proceed 
immediately to conclude negotiations with the International Red Cross and with 
the League of Red Cross Societies , so that the operation can get under way w~thout 
delay and also so that we may be of the greatest assistance to these two organiza­
tions through securing supplies and funds and in other appropriate ways. In my 
view this is the best means for bringing immediate relief to the Hungarian people. 
However , if after your visit to Budapest you thought it was in the interest of the 
United Nations to establish its ovm operating machiner~ for the provision of 
relief in emergency situations, and if funds were made available for this purpose , 
we could proceed to do this at the same time as the emergency operation is being 
carried on by the International Red Cross and the League of Red Cross Societies 
and could conceivably, either ta.~e over from them or supplement their work if thi s 
were considered to be desirable . 
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INFORMATION TRANSMIT1~D TO THE SECRF'i'ARY GF 1~ERAL B~ GOJERNNENTS CONCERNING 
1/ 

ACTION BEING TAKEN 'l'O PROVIl.l:3 RI~LIKr ·J) 'THE lIUKG ,;C ~ ffiOPLE. (AS AT 

12 N 27 NOVEMBER 1956). 

ALBANIA 

(Information ava.il, b,.e e,t 16 rrovembci.•j 

Albanian ~ovel'".Clfnent will put at disp:,, _ l of H·.m€Ll i 

1,000 tons of patrol for trac~o.c 
2,000 rubJes 

AUSTRIA 

( Int'or,nation avail.able at 1.6 ,;overr:he ") . 
The Auotria.n people from t.he 11egin !i 1g cf ~ ,ce.;i:; 
assistance t Hungary in the form of ood, 1 :er.Le,1 
and plasma) ar.cl clo·i;,hes in ver,/ la:N~ riuant/ties., 
make an estim~te of the e.motmt and v.:!.l.lL of the l. 

BULGARIA 

(Information av· ilahle at 19 :rovemha ,) 

~11 ':. • ::..l'l Hurn~ary St.flt 

up ,::ie~ (i11~lu.d.'n blood 
lt: ~ rot po&siblc to 
i3 .. 1ce thus p,.-ovir ..... d" 

On 10 November the Bulti;arian Govm."i :.n~nt dec.:.dc.d to ren i. ... aid to th ... Hungarian 
people and ilmediately to don~ta 'frne follow ~g: 

Sugar 1.000 tO'iS 
. Rice 700 tons 

Beans 1,000 tons 
Biscuits 100 to~-:s 
Cement .,, 5,000 to ,w 

Beams 2,00::> cubic meters 
Boards 2,000 cubic metei."'S 
Fire-wood = 30,000 cub.:c ID€f~el S 

Black coal - 26.000 tons 
Crude oil= 3,000 t.on 

l / Ji f. 1,,,a\..~0 .. 1 provicled by Cov-erainc. t.s concen · .~. ,r; •. ': to·. ,"f\,..,·~t=H, 
i; .. ~ nut. been .:.nc 1.1.,.u C.: : • - -- ... ,., • , 
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BULGARIA (continued) 

A relief .f'und subsidized by n-tion-wiJo ciona-1ion:s '1"i:; 

Central Council of the Bulgat"' an Red Cross to pl'.\W~ c 
foodstuffs and ·manuractnred goiJrls,, _ 

COLOIIBIA 
~=--=t: 

{In1'o"l4nation available at 20 Fovembor) 

h~en set up -at the 
~ ~thor medical supplies, 

Colombian Govemment has al.I~ae,dy dona.:.ed a f\md fol' +}p I .. mgar o.n Rslief to the 
Leaiue f Red Cro~fl Societies (Gen~va.) t.i1rou,_;h t{u'.:" m::l 1-:.d Cross. 

Fit1LAND 
~ 

(Information aYailable at 19 November) . . 
All relief supplies from Finland will be .it;1.vun tb 1,J1 Im,ern~tior,3.1 R"'d ,Cross. 

Aid collection organized hy t he Fir,',1iah E~d Cro ... ,s . : .J Of ti.mnted to amount to 
about 00 million F'in..".Ulll:U."kso 

In ndditir.m, the Finnish Gove:.--:r.nent cont1::i.btr;.,ior1 P ., ntr ~o 50 m:1.lllon Flnrtmarks. 

20 mill:lon Marko 1 worth of me']eal suppl:.cs, food l • .-. c· :·.:·-g h,'..1.C. alreudy been 
delivered in accordance wj_th ~.1e in.~t:.·t ctio!!G o.f t:. ~ .,i0< C - SP Cc"--Ord:lnating 
do:imnittoe in Viem1a. (All rur;,h6cr aid 1.r' 11 bo glv.;n ::.h:. .f?:h tl e ~~ ,.e ct,annel)o 

GEFq1AN FEDERAL REPUBLIC 

( I1:1fonnation available at, 16 Novembe~ 

The Government has apnroptlated DM 1 t ,:.llion for !I..,.:.g,n": an r:?lief. 

A German Red Cro:.Js hospital unit ,,;a,3 t:•:·..,i·-,a :nsido L•.1-r'.0 [. --y a·::. the beginning of 
November and also took msdicaJ. nunpli~rn to Th. dap~s~ A ,econd relief" unit of 
German Red Cross is at precar:.t partic::pa.1·.i:1g in 1"<!.L t,o./ 4·ulfof in Aust!ia. 

The German Red Cross is furnishing to "t.h3 L"lt.em~tir. al ,.!cnr,ittee of the Red 
Cross: 

Personnel; motor ,rehicles ; mod:. :in .. a_.c1 ciel · ,-..x·L in .~ind. 

A co1.lection of the German Red Cross emouni:. • ~ t D.: 5 mi _1L:1" (Dona.tiomJ in kind 
could not be estimated)Q 
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GREECE --
(Info 'tion avail:Jb1e at 17 lovcmber) 

Greek Go·1er_ .ant has a.lreud offered t.o the Hunr,arian people through the Greek 
.• ed cx-o a cont it\'t,ion in c ··erti le currency and goods amounting to $3.000 

ICELAND --
(Infor.:nat+o o. ·i\a.b o s.· 21 No,rernber) 

Joint coltectiot ha. t2k-;n µlac :in eel.and for· Hungarian relief with· t tal 
collection of 6~1),C' Ic landic kronuro (It j_s expected that this w:l.11 ,e used 
ma.:tnl:r; for pure fS of m dicinal coo liver oil subject to confirmation by the 

I terna · iona.l Rf' 1 Cror s, o 

( Informatior1 av 
I n ,anrse Govern con· .!,k .. "a :t ap.,.l oo:riate to provide assistance through p1'bl_ 

r ub.3c• ip-,:J on to the J •. r-ro~0 Re· C- ~ r-s anf- sub· cquently, the International ,·, 

Co :ii i te~ of 1 e ';'I.· .1.:? -: n C'cmeV<•• 

Red C1·os has n.~~rcady been cr.iving nubsta.nt.ial contributions from 

POLAND -=-=--~-
(Infor.,nation a.vailrb1e ;it 1(> ,'o orbe •) 

1,210 l~t1· ~ blo d and µ1~3 . 
30,700 l<iloE" of r d:i.cam .n s an 1 dres:1ings 
87 600 k: le o~ tJ -;-. e npl:tes s ch as .-r.uid<JW panes. 

Tne public coll"~ .ti · f :i. tl e aid fund a.lr'lady t.otals ULmillion zlotys~ 



NEMRLANDS 

(Information t 21 Nov ber) 

Netherlarrl Red Cross units are acti.ve in Austria and Hungary. On 5 November 
1956, t tollowing supplies were shipped to Hungary: 

blood plas ; medical supplies; infant food stuffs; 
cann meat; cheese; cocoa; trucks; 5 ambulances; 
3,000 sheets and pillow eases. 

Despatch of more Red Cross units is in preparation 

condens d milk; 
2,500 blankets; 

The Netherlaqds pop~tion is making g nerous donations to Netherlands Red Cross 
and National qommittee tor R lief to Hungary. 

(Infor ation at 23 November) 

Netherlmd Red Cross had collected 1.927.784.00 guilders in financial caitributione 
and 1.212.699.00 guilders 111 teri 1 aid. tft is not known what proportion of these 
funds w.i.11 be used for assistance to refugees a.n::i relief inside Hungary, reepectivel,f. 
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(In.f'olClllation available at 26 Novemher) 

•rhe Soviet Go-ll"el'?'.ment a.s a matt.Gr of first oriori'l;y ie supplying: 

~, · 0 ton of grain nnd flour; 3,000 tons of meat; 
"2,000 tons of b1;1tter; 3 mil1.ion tins or milk; 
5,000 tons of s-ugar; 100,000 tons of coal; 10,000 tons 
of cement.; 10 :jiO~ cub:.".c metres of lumber; 5. 000 cubic 
metres of x,und build:;.ng timber; 300,000 eouare metres 
of window ~lass; 1,000 ~ons or light sheet iron; 3,000 tons 
or rolled :errous metal; a large quantity or drugs; and 
other products. ·· 

? 

A consider.able :1uantity of building material and equipment is being donated 
to the Budapest l\bnic:Lpal Council under a decision of the i'-1oacow Council o·f 
Workers• Deputi ~a. · · 

Government gran·ed to Hungary a credit or 100 million roubles (consisting 
of 60 million roubles worth of good3 particularly required such as: coke 
lead. cntton-9 synth tic rubher etc.) and 40 million roubles in converti~l~ . 
currency,, 

U .s oS oR. Governnent :L already s11pply.l1tg Hungary with 100,000 tons or oil 
and 70,000 tons of co.<o over and above the amounts supplied for 1956 under 
xisting trade ~.gree 1~mts. 

UNITED KINGDOM 

(Infonnation avail ble et 27 November) 

Government has made two grants of ~5 ,000 each to the British ~tl Cross for 
supplies to Hungary and have bome transport costs pf the. ~pplies totatlng 
about Ll.5, 000 ( funds beS11g made ava.i 1 ab le to the Secret;ary r,enera.l ai,, 
recorded in part A of this report). 

Funds raised in the United Kingdom by pu~lic subscription. totalled approximately 
t-545, 000 on 21 1·ove:rnbe1•.::, ;}!i!i~~ ~~l88=i:!*~~ 
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PAR1' C 

UNCONPIR?,:ED REPORTS OF FORTIICO!-!ING R~LIEF SUPPLIES 'ro HUMGARY 

The fol), wing.-inforrr ~ .,fon has been 1·ccei ved from Hr o tr.yrria l . Executive 
Se,cr ,,:'yy of the 11 1;.~cromlc Comm.:rnion fo r Europe. 

Offers~ 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA : T , · :ralue 

Flour 
Po·catoes 
Meat 
Fi rewood 
Window g.ao 
Roofing mat.tiial 
Sawn t.imbe 
Round t imbo· 
Cement 
Lima 

• lJ mi.ll ion dollars 

5,000 t ons 
5, 000 tons 

100 toms 
. 3 • 600 ·tons 

100. 000 souare metres 
325 ,000 square metres 

3,000 cu,bic metres 
2,000 cubic metres 
5·,000 tons 

10 ,000 tone 

Additional eli ·aries - 7 m:i . . l ion dollars (consumer goot1.s, pharmaceutics) 

CHINA: 

EAST GEREANY: 

MONGOLIA: ---

Tot.,1 value 

Whet 
Me& , 

7,.. 5 mil lion dollars 

10 million dollars 

2,000 tons 
115 tons 

Note: Phax ~cl utics and medical supnlies are not specifically listedo 


