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VIEWS ON AN INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC CONF'ERENCE ON ATOMIC ENERGY AND
AN INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY EXPRESSED AT THE 717th
l>iEETING OF _THE FIRST COMMIT'.rEE ON 15 NOVEMBER 1954
SPEAKERS:

THE REPRESENTATIVES OF NORWAY, THE UNITED
STATES, ARGENTINA, AND MEXICO

A. International Scientific Conference
l.

Views on the purpose of the conference:
Mr. Moe (Norway)
~It~does not seem quite clear how the conference could explore
means of developing atomic energy through international co~operation
while at the same time being precluded from making recommendations~.

Mr. Cooke (Argentina)

"this conference must basically be a meeting of world scientists to
consider all the aspects of the utilization of atomic energy for
peaceful purposes".
2.

Views of the topics of the conference:
~·~ Moe (Norway)

(i) "it would seem difficult to discuss the 1 means of developing
peaceful uses through international co-operation' w1 thout discussing
the formation of same kind of an international instrument or
machinery".
(ii) "The conference may be concerned with technology of nuclear
power ,;..:,. which is the area of restricted information where a conference
in connexion with the declassification of certain information would be
highly valuable and welcomed among the specialists. Or, on the other
band, it may be concerned only with the unrestricted research area ;.
isotope applications, biology, medicine, nuclear physics and field
theory. In this area international co~operation and contacts have at
no time been more vigorously pursued than today, and the number of
international conferences is already large enough to interfere with
the working efficiency of most research institutions.
"The Norwet1an delegation favours the first kind of conference,
namely, a conference on nuclear power technology. This is, in our
opinion, the field in which at present the lack of international cooperation is strongly felt, in contrast with the purely scientific
field where co~operation seems well established".
(iii)

Jt

the kind of conference in which the scientists in the European
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atomic energy commissions are primarily interested is a conference
devoted to problems of nuclear power technology and its economic
implications".
Mr. Cooke (Argentina)

"in our view the question of the prohibition of the use of atomic
weapons has now been left outside of our discussion and we must on:cy
consider the item of the peaceful uses of atomic energy in order to
bring about progress in the welfare of htunanity".
Mr~

de la Colina (Mexico)

"we should give great attention to all those measures that might lead
to an encouragement td scientists coming from under-developed and underindustrialized nations, especially in atomic matters. I feel we should
encourage them and also permit them to explain completely the needs
of their countries so as to be able to commence a flow of information
between those already possessing the secreta of nuclear power and those
who have the need for the use of such nuclear power for the purpose of
the development of their territories".
B.

International Atomic Energy Agency

;. Views on the functions of the agency:
Mr. Moe (Norway)

"an agency based on complete self~determination of each member as to its
contribution; that is, the same principle guiding the Members of the
United Nations when they are called upon to make contributions, for
instance, to the Technical Assistance Programme or to UNICEF. This
principle would then set the limits for the functions of the agency •••
Since all transfer of fissionab~e material through the proposed agency
would in any case be based on bilateral arrangements -- possibly formal
bilateral agreements -~ it would seem to be an unnecessary complication
to have the agency involved in the tranfer of fissionable material •••
even if the transfer of fissionab~e materials were to take place without
the agency"s being directly involved, the agency could very well assume
the function of being an instrument in the facilitation of such transfers
by serving as a centre for information as regards the availability of
such materials. This should not be limited to fissile materials on:cy,
but should include a great number of the scarce metals and other special
materials such as sodium, graphite and heavy water, which ar~ all
essential to the development of nuclear power •••• the arranging of
international conferences, the promotion of exchange of technical information, the study of health and safety precautions, which must go parallel
with the practical application of atomic energy. • • • the questi-on of
standardization and the question of publica~ion and dissemination of
technical knowledge . ••• the setting up of schools for training
specialists in this field ••• could also be a valuable function within
the authority of the agency".
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Mr. Cooke (Argentina)

( i) 11we are not setting up a central plant to supply atomic energy
for peaceful purposes as those countries whose atomic efforts are
null or in which atomic energy has not as yet been developed, ~
or may not require" .
( ii) "we might try to avoid this agency becoming a university. We
must take into account the fact that the fundamental aspect in the
application of atomic energy for peaceful purposes and in production
of electric energy by means of this power is the reactors. • • • The
setting up of small reactors for research, that~ be built in .less
than a year and at a cost of less than $5001 0001 must be one of the
fundamental objectives of the international agency".
(iii) "It is obvious that this international agency will be based
upon the principle that, scientifically, international co- operation is
a factor that contributes to accelerate the progress of discoveries and
their improvement".

4. Views on the status of the agency:
Mr. Moe ( Normzy)

Ct..) :) "One could imagine an agency in which, in all cases other than
the transfer of fissionable material, decisions are made by a
majority vote. If such an agency should be made a subsidiary boey
of the Security Council, it is obvious that the unanimity rule in
that organ would apply. But • • • it seems to us to be useless to
discuss the problem of the veto in abstracto.•
(ii) "It has been suggested that this relationship should take a for.m
simiJar to those between the specialized agencies and the united
Nations. To us, this does not seem to be the obvious solution. We
are dealing here with a problem which is essentially different in
nature f'rom that of' any specialized agency. We have a feeling that
the problem of establishing a link between the United Nations and an
atomic energy agency calls for a radically new and more adequate
arrangement than any of those existing witbin our Organization".
Mr. Lodge (United States)

(i) "We agree with the Soviet Union representative that the reso:.
lution to be passed by this Committee should not pre-judge the nature
of the relationship between the agency and the United Nations. We
have not done so in our draft resolution. We agree with him that
this is a matter which must be negotiated both among the States which
will be for.ming the agency and between the agency, once it is established
and the United Nations".
(ii) "If a situation endangering international peace and security
arose in connexion with the peaceful uses of the atom in any country
or group of countries 1 it would be a matter of concern both to the
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Security Council and to the General Assembly and would doubtless be
dealt with by the United Nations as are other situations of this
nature. Thus, it is possible, and indeed probable, that in the
interests of international security there will be some relationship
between the agency and the Security Council, the General Assembly
and the Secretary-General of the united Nations".
Mr. Cooke (Argentine)

uwe see no direct relationship that may exist between the plans to
develop an international body and the problem of security and peace
which would require the intervention of the Security Council and might
call for an application of the veto".
Mr. de la Colina (Mexico)

"we hope that the links between that new international body and the
United Nations will be as close and tight as is permitted by the
very nature of the problem".

5. Views on the negotiations to establish the agency:
Mr. Moe (Norway)

(i) "countries which, at present, have no adequate access to raw materials
should be represented in the initial stage of preparing the agency".

-

(ii) '"it would seem both reasonable and logical that the treaty which
forms the basis of the agency should be worked out in a way which would
take into consideration this eventual relationship with the United
Nations. This being so, it would seem equally reasonable and logical
that the United Nations should be consulted, preferably at the initial
stage of the negotiations, but, in any event, before the treaty is
finally formulated".
(iii) "each negotiating state is the sole master of what it deems to
be in its interest to include in the treaty with regard to the actual
working relationship between the contracting parties. However, this
need not exclude consultations with an organization with which the
contracting parties want to establish a relationship at a later stage.
Of course, it could not be suggested for a moment that the United
Nations would try to interfere in the process of negotiation of treaties
between sovereign States. The interest of the United Nations would be
focused on the agency and its fUnctions in their relationship to the
Un1ted Nations".
(iv) it could perhaps be assumed that the eight negotiating States
would find it possible to designate special representatives to under~
take consultations with the United Nations parallel with the
negotiations between the States with respect to the actual treaty
provisions which would be necessary for their co;.operation".

..
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Mr. Lodge (United States)
(i)•ensuring against diversion of materials from power~producing
reactors ••• is one problem which must be considered in the course
of negotiations to establish the international atomic energy
agency, and the various Powers negotiat ing .;;,; particularly those
actually producing fissionable materials .;;,~ will obviously make clear
their views on this matter• ~
(ii)

•Nor have we contemplated confronting other governments with a
accompli in the creation of this agency. • • • we have undertaken
to inform the Members of the United Nations as progress is achieved in
the establishment of the agency. Moreover, I can give a further
assurance in this regard. The Governments engaged in the current
negotiation intend to consult those governments which indicate an
interest in participating in the agency before the agreement establish.:.
ing the agency is submitted for ratification. Views expressed b.1 the
governments so consulted will, of course, be seriously taken into
account".
~

Mr. Cooke (Argentina)

fi) "we do not consider that the way chosen is the one most in accord
with the purposes or with the democratic feeling that must underlie
international agreements made today".
-

(ii) •None of the explanations which were given have as yet convinced
me that it mi.ght not have been better simply to call an international
conference to discuss, democratically and in common, all the
fundaments of such an important body • • • It is not quite appropriate
for us first to set up this body, even in principle, and to call on
other countries, isolatedly, to discuss, in a fashion that might be
termed bilateral, the adherence to the convention or the treaty
regarding the subject for which this agency is supposed to be set up".
(iii) "MY delegation feels that any of these three methods Llisted in
the Secretariat pape'£.7 might have been better and more acceptable, more
palatable should I say, to all of us than the method suggested in the
document submitted to us as the draft resolution°.
Mr. de la Colina (Mexico)

"as soon as it is feasible negotiations should begin with the foreign offices
of Members and, of course, also with other nations who Iney" not be Members
of our Organization as yet, so as to keep them informed and also to
lmow, in due course, their points of view".

