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THE SECRETARY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 

Dear Mr. Secretary-General, 
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4 May 2012 

Thank you very much for meeting with me in your office today despite the rather short 
notice. I am glad that I was able to convey to you my congratulations on your historic trip to 
Myanmar a few short days after your return. 

Your efforts to bring democratic reform to Myanmar and all your other initiatives around the 
world prove that the United Nations continues to play a crucial role in global affairs. 

I am very glad that today we reaffirmed the cornerstone principle that disputes must be 
resolved peacefully and in accordance with international law. As a founding member, the 
Philippines actively contributes to strengthening this principle, recently by promoting the Manila 
Declaration on the Peaceful Settlement of Disputes (NRES/37 /1 0), whose thirtieth anniversary the 
United Nations is poised to commemorate on 15 November 2012. 

The Philippines has every confidence in the ability of the United Nations- at the appropriate 
opportunity after other venues are found to be unavailing - to promote the peaceful settlement of 
the on-going dispute in the West Philippine Sea (South China Sea), including through mediation. 
We are persuaded that genuine and long-term peace and stability in the region will be ensured only 
through the rule of law, specifically the UN Charter, UNCLOS and international law. 

H.E. President Benigno S. Aquino Ill will be delighted that you followed with great interest 
his interview on CNN broadcast this morning. You will agree that there is so much good news 
coming out of the Philippines since he assumed the presidency almost two years ago. I will 
certainly convey your kind thoughts and best wishes to the President. 

I look forward to continue working with you in our common quest to give life to the words, 
spirit and intent of our Charter. 

Very truly yours, 

ALBERT F. DEL ROSARIO 
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MISYON NG PILIPINAS SA MGA 

NAGKAKAISANG BANSA 

No. 001120 

556 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK, N . Y . 10036 

TEL NO. (212) 764-1300 

PHILIPPINE MISSION TO THE 

UNITED NATIONS 

The Permanent Mission of the Philippines to the United Nations presents its 
compliment to the Executive Office of the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
(Attention: Ambassador Susanna Malcorra) and, has the honor to transmit the 
enclosed letter from His Excellency ALBERT F. DEL ROSARIO, Secretary of 
Foreign Affairs of the Philippines addressed to His Excellency Mr. BAN KI
MOON, Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of the Philippines to the United 
Nations avails itself of the opportunity to renew to the Executive Office of the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations the assurances of its highest consideration. 

New York, 07 May 2012 


