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F O R E W O R D 

DACHAU, 1933 - 1945, will stand for all time 
as one of h1story'6 moat grueeome eymbols of in­
humanity. There our troops found aighta, aound1 
and stenches horrible beyond belief, cruelties so 
enormous as to be incomprehensible to the normal 
mind. DACHAU and death were aynonyJnOus. 

No words or pictures can carry the full 
impact of these unbelievable scenes but this report 
presents some of the outstanding facts and photo­
graph6 in order to emphaaize the type of crime 
whioh elmnente of the SS committed thousands of 
times a day, to remind us of the ghastly capabil­
ities of certain classes of men, to strengthen our 
detennination that they and their works shall 
vanish from the earth. 

The sections comprising this report were 
prepared by the agencies indicated. They remain 
substantially as they were ori ginally aubmi tted in 
the belief that to consolidat e this material in a 
single literary style would seri ously weaken i ts 
r eal i sm. 

WILLIAM W. QUINN 
Colonel , G.s. C. 
AC of S, G-2 
7th U.S . Army 



D A C H A U C O N C E N T R A T I O N CAMP 

OSS Section, Seventh Army. 

SUMMARY 
At Dachau the only objeotive of the inmates was 

to aurvi've under the most primitive and cruel o.ondi tiona which oonstantly 
threatened their sanity and physioal oxiatenoe. Little more than thil was 
humanly possible. A1 a result of these abnormal conditions, this camp of 
30,000 men cannot be oompared to the atruoture of any normal aooiety 
differentiated by social olasaos, political, religious, or profe11ional 
affiliations. Henoe, neither normal moral standarde nor nonnal politioal 
or eooiologioal criteria are applioable to the Dachau situation. 

The inmatee of tho camp did not act as members 
of . their former aooial olasa or as representative, of pQlitioal or re­
ligioua groupa--whether they were professional men, workers, intellectuala, 
Communiata, nationaliata, Catholics, or Protestants--, but only ae human 
beings in a struggle for 1urvival against etarvation and maaa murders. 
This wu true as muoh of the minority of those who took oharge or tho in­
ternal organi1ation of the oamp under the SS as of the majority of those 
who did not. 

Living under these abnormal oonditions, the 
i rmiatea, espeoially those who had ga i ned a position of some power and 
aeourity, were frequently degraded and degenerated to a oriminal level 
oopyi ng the methods and practices of the S6 for their own protootion and 
benefit. Beoauae so many of the -administrative positions were hold by 
German prisoners~ ra t her strong ant i-German sentiments developed amon g tho 
non-German i nmates of the camp. 

The only form of aelf•organhat ion ainong the pri­
soners took place within the framework of the 
internal orge.ni £8. ti on of the oa.mp. The "Labor 
Al l ooa tion Office" (Ar bei t seinsa t z ) and its 
subsidiary branches was the key agency which 
was successively in the hand s of di fferent 
cliques who frequentl y a bused their posi t ion 
of power for the sake of pe r sonal a dv~ntage s . 
These groups were composed largely of Germans 
until the le.st six months . 

nerwise# the level 
of existence in the oamp together with the i n­
sidious system of internal oontrols , whereby 
pri&oners themselves were placed in the service 
of the SS, did not permit the emergenoe of e.ny 
ori;anizational fonn. There was no underground 
or~&nization or politionl activity in the . 
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accepted aenee of the word. Even expreeaiona of mutual help and solidarity 
among members of the aame national group never transcended the level of 
personal relations between people 'bound by friendahipa, common background. 
and language. They never took the form of organized action. 

Only during the last phaae of the camp, an organizational 
network wae aet up between leading repreaentativee or various national­
ities which led to the formation of the "International Prisoner, Co11111ittee" 
--today the highest authority in the camp. Thia Comni ttee wae concerned 
entirely with matters of aelf-help in preparation of the eventual liber­
ation or the camp. It has never been dominated by aey political program 
or orientation. 

Thia report is baaed on two days• investigation of condi­
tions in the Dachau Concentration Camp. It does not intend to give either 
an exhaustive history of the camp or a comprehensive survey of all aepects 
of camp life. Nl.mlerous reports are in the proceaa of being written which, 
when completed, will give a full picture of the Dachau Concentration Camp. 
Thia report is concerned primarily with one aspect of life in Dachau, the 
internal organization of the camp, the evidence of self-administration 
among the prisoners and the emergence of special control and pressure 
groups, as well as the position of the various social, political. and 
national groups within this organiza.tional framework. 
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HISTORY . 
Daohau is the oldest Nazi conoentration camp. 

It was set up in Maroh 1933 and constructed to house a maximwn of 
between 8,000-10,000 priaonera. It was designed to eene as a camp 
for German politioal prisoners and Jewe. Early 1936, however, the 
first criminal priBoners arrived in the oamp and, ever ainoe then, 
the oamp has included a small minority of ori.minal prisoners. The 
orit;inal nWD.ber of ibnatea grew substantially in 1937 after the 
German annexation of Austria and CseehoaloTakia. During the war the 
prisoner body was further increased steadily through the 1n£lwc: of 
political and military prisoners from the occupied territories and 
throu6h nUllerous transport• arriving from other German oonoentration 
oamps. The first Polish prisoners arrived in 1940, to be followed 
in 1941 by prisoners from the Balkan ooW'ltries, and in 194~ by the 
first RuHia.n prilone1•a • Throughout this period the oamp also ab­
sorbed ·a large number of prisoners from the occupied Western coun­
tries, eapeoially France. 

While the total m.1nber of inmates fluotuated-­
owing -to incoming and outgoing transports and the systematio policy 
of extermination in the oamp--it was generally, during the war, be­
tween 22,000 to 30,000; roughly three times the maximuzn oapaoity of 
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the camp. l t reached ita pea.le sometime in 1944 when ntaeroua trans­
port• arriYed from the enouated concentration camp• in the Eas+, 
(e.g., Auaohwit,}, the Weat (e.g., Natzweiler) and in1ide Genaany. 
Daohau then held more th.an 60,000 priaonera and included an entire 
network of aualler subeidiary carnpe located in it• i11111ediat.e aur­
rounding•• T ese over-crowded conditi ons were largely responsible 
for the aubsequent inc ease in the death rate at the camp. .llide 
from the official murder& by the ss. thousands and thousands of 
pri&oners died durin the fall and winter of 1944 fr01n starvation 
and typhua. 

Shortly before the cair.p was liberated, the 
}lads sent out a large transport of special prisoner&, conaiatini 
chiefly of Russians, Poles, Germana, and Jews. The Naiia also 
evacuated the ao-called "honorary prisoners" (Ehrenhaeft ingo), i.e., 
the famous political and reliiious hostage& they feld at Dachau 
(Niemoeller, Sohuschnigg, Daladier, Blll!l, etc.). Plana to destroy 
the entire camp were apparently foiled at the last moment. At the 
time of l ibe ration there were about 32,000 prisoners left in Dachau. 
The daily rate of people dy i ng of exhaustion, atarvation, and typhus 
wa& a bout 200. l t i a now be tween 50 to 80. 

COM POSITION 
The inmates of Dachau can be ola1eif1ed accor­

ding to two oate~ories, (a) by nationality, {b) by the type of 
crime of which they were aoou&ed. The differentiation by nati ona li ties 
of oour1e, only aroae during the war when the camp began to include 
different national groups. Before the war the number of foreigners 
was insignificant . Gem•n, Austrit.n, and Jewish prisoners repre­
sented the m111erieally strongest rou ps . 

Dur1ng the war, the Gennans and Austrians be­
came a numerical minority. 'nle m111erically strongest national group 
were the Poles, followed by the Russians, French, Yugoslavs, Germans, 
Jews, and Czechs. A rou h estima eat l May 1945 gives the followin g 
statistical reak-d01'fn1 Poles: 9,200; Russians, 3,900; French1 3,700; 
Yu oslavss 3,200 ; Jews, 2,100; Czechoslovaks, l,600J Germans, 1,000 ; 
And a n\.11\ber of other national groups (Bel ians, Hungarians, Itali~ns, 
Austrians, Greeks , e tc .) below 1,000. The avera e number of Germans 
held here during the war, however, was about 3,000. Some two thou­
sand Germans were evacuated and killed in the last big transport a 
fn days before our oocupation of Dachau. 

Although it was the practice of the camp manage­
ment to keep the various national groups mixed up with each other. 
members of the different nationaliti es alweys retained a natural 
sense of belon gingn sa , solidarity and group-feel ing . 
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The priaonera were further diTided aooording 
to the type ot orime of which they were found gull ty indioated by · 
differently ooloured patohea worn on their uniforms or work-olothea. 
The aoat important patohea were the red ones identifying political 
priaonera, the green identifying criminal prisoners, and the black 
identifying "asocial" elements, i.e., people who had violated labor 
regulations, conun.itted aabotage, etc. There were nt111eroua other 
patchea {pink, purple, yellow) identifying other crimes. Prisoners 
of war aent to Dachau were treated and designated aa political pri-
1oner1. 

Aa far ae the prisoners themselves are con­
cerned, the camp waa divided sharply only between two g~oupaa the 
"reds" or political prisoners and the " greens" or criminal pri­
soners. The SS tried to break down this distinction by an ingenious 
system or creating a "prisoners• elite", composed of both "reds" 
and "greens", which assumed power over the interne.l organization of 
Dachau, controlled and frequently terrorized the camp in the name 
of the SS, but formally independent of the SS. Thi• syatem of in­
ternal organization will be discussed in the f ollowing 1eot ion. 
However, despite this organization of internal corrupti on and t error, 
by whioh the SS exercised its control indi rectly, t he mas s of 
political prisoners oontinued to l i ve in sharp separation from and 
opposi tion t o the "criminals" and most of the prisoner bosses whom 
they despi sed, feared and ha t ed. 

' 
It ia impossible to claesify prisoners accord-

ing to any other oategory--either by eocial status, olaoo, baok~round, 
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or by previous politioal and religious affiliations. These faotora 
dividing people in a nol"lllal type of aooiety are totally inapplioable 
to th• Ii tuation at Dachau where people lind the moat abnormal kind 
of exi1tenoe iaaginable. Regardl••• of origin, education, wealth, 
politio~, or religion, people lirlng in Daohau for a oertain time 
were gradua}ly reduoed to the moat primitive and oruel fora of 
exiateno••-motivated almost exolu1ively by fear ot death. Thtry no 
longer acted a1 tonaer banker,, workers, pri•at1, Coamuniate, in­
telleotuala or arti1t1, but primarily a1 individual• tryin~ to sur­
vive in the phyaioal oonditiona of Daohau, i.e., trying to eaoape 
the oonatantly threatening death by atarvation, free&ing, or execu­
tion. Sane •Y •till have thou91t of themaselvea in term• of their 
forMr 1001al and political background or labelaJ but it 11 illlpor­
tant to a1k to what extent theae old eooial labels determined their 
aotiona during the time of their impri101111ent at Daohau. Aa far aa 
we could aaoer,tain, th••• taotor• are completely irrelevant for 
explai,uing the behavior of the imate• of Daohau. Living oondi ti on.a 
in the oamp were 1uoh that all torar profe1aional, 1001al and pol­
itical diatinotiona were gradually obliterated. People atill behaved 
differently, 1ome well and oourageoualy, other• evil and cruelly; 
but these differenoea oannot be derived .from or identified with their 
foraer aooial label• (whether ariatooratio, military, intellectual, 
or proletarian), but •imply ~fleot the different personal reaotion• 
of ind'ividuala to a 1i tuation in which all are reduced to the moat 
pri.mitive 100ial level of a 1truggl• for •r• phyaioal 1urvi..-al. 
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ORGA IZATION 
The organi,a ion of the oamp was based on tho 

sy stem of indi rect rule. Thero wore two sep rate spheres of controls, 
( a) the external control appnratus of the SS Gunrds, ( b) the internal 
c ontrol o r~ani u. t ion ir the ho.nda o f t e prisoners t hemselve s . 

The organi ,at lon o f the SS Guards is compara­
tively uni 'llpo rtan t . I t followed the re r-u lar pat t ern of this para­
military outfi t. The key positi ons seem to have been tho "camp com­
mandant", in c harge of tho entire SS establishment Dachau, n xt, the 
SS leader, in char ge of t he labor r,angs and t rans po rts (Arbei t sein­
sa t zfuehror)J and finally t ho position of the lntelli ~ence o f ficer 
(Vernehmun sfuohrer) of th e Pol it i c al Di v i si o n, i n charge o f s ec1;1ri ty , 
di s c i pline, a nd pun i shment . 

The90 mon, howeve r, and the i r uhordinates ex­
erc1 sad hardly any di r ect contro l wha soever . Instoa.d , they used as 
ins rumonts fo r thei r rule tne interna l o r ~anizntion of the c amp in 
the hands of .he prisoners } ems lv s . This inte rnal orirani za tion 
of the ·pr i o nt:1rs followed the r e i;ul i,. r pa ,tarn of a Na zi hie r archica l 
ru ,; · no. it was he ded by a crunp senior (La~eraelte ste r ) J unde r tho 
camp senior rere were ( a ) the s ecrotfl.ry (La ~ersch r eiber) and his 
staff, in chnr~e of the records , (b) tho chief of police (Poli i ei­
fuehrer) an<l t,he ca.mp police (Le.irerpolizei) , and t} o Chief of the 
Labo r Allocation Offico (Arbeilseinsa tz) and his s af'f, i n char"'e of 
all aspects of work porfor:ned inside nd outR i de he amp . The 
Labor Office sent out th ''wor< d tails " (Arbei a Kommandon), of 
whi ch hero were a.bout 160, ea.ch headed by a for nan called the 11Capo'' • 

.g 



To ther with the camp senior t hese a gencies and their ohiefs fo rmed 

the central authority of the camp. 

The camp was fur ther divided in o " bl ock s" 
(Blocks) and "cells" (Stuben). And each block and each cell, in 
turn, had its "senio r" and "secretary", cal led Blockael tester ( Stu­
benael tester) and 1:-Qockschreiber (Stubenschreiber) res pectively. 

This system of internal controls served the 
interests of the SS most effec ti vel y . In o r der t o deal with the 
enormous number of prisone rs, they only had t o deal throu • . the men 
of the oen ral a uthority to whom the subsidia y c amp authorities 
were responsible . Te SS i s sued gend ral orders; t he pa rticulars of 
oarryine these orde rs out were lef t to the internal or~aniza tion of 

the pr is one rs. 

It was the familiar a z.i teohni ue o f indirect 
rule . To ua rd _a ~ainst sabota e under this set-up, the S, at Dachau, 
as everywhere_ else, employed its own systems of prisoner spi es · and 
informants inside the camp and a pplied the most ruthless fo r ms of 
te rror whenever nece ssary. As a ants the SS ade parti 1.1lar use of 
the mino rity of crimina l prisoners (a. bout 700)--someti:re s dis . ised 
by red pa tches as poli tical prisoners. 

Under these conditions it is evident that to 
be part of the camp a d.mini stration a fforded the oes t µossi bl e means 
of survival . In an official position . he indivi d ual enjoyed not only 
a certain sense of personal power a nd sec ri ty , bu co l al so ne ,,-o ­
ti a t e deals which br ou ht him and his fri e1~s c er t ain small privi-
le sin work, food, clo~hinr,, and livin~ c onditions . Hence , the 
st r u~ , le for survival in t he camp to the extent tha it wa s manife s ed 
in overt acti ons frequent ly took: the fonn of fihl tin fo r power 
throu!',h the camp administration. In tl is process , of course, ce r t1\in 
gr oups emerged amon g the political prisoners who seiied positions of 
contro l and exploited them for their own pers on&l nefit ~nct for 
tha t of members of thei r r oup. Moreover, in an a t. sphore , illed 
with terror, fear, threats , starva tion and de a h ,. m ny of he old 
le~itime.te political prisone rs themselv s became corrup ed and ct -
_ene ro. ted to the level o the criminals, i .~., used the br utal , 
criminal methods of the SS a nd the " 2" ree ns 11

• 

There are numerou s r ports a u th fts , 
beatin _,s, and kil lins s by political "Capos" in d" r eren posi ions . 
r'fhen this sta,.e was reached whe re prisoners pe rsec uted all ow pri ­
soners ins t ead of pre serving a sens e o commo n so l i dari ty ,. he s • c ­
cess of the SS m thod of control was, of cou rse , c<w1ple e . Howover , 
it would be inco rrec , as pointed out a oove, to ide nt i y s o;r oups 
with any social or oli ical label . Bven when thy a bused t ir 
power to he exces s of crim inal activities , hey never a ~o as 
rep reser, t a i ves of a definit social o r poli 1 al P' r oup , hu me ely 
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as people who, having auooeeded in seiaing a position of limited 
power, exploited thla position for pereonal ad.antages and favor,. 
That so many formerly ~nuine political prisoners auoc\lllbed to · thia 
pressure and sank to a criminal level of existenoe ••• one of the 
real tragedies in places like Daohau. 

GROUPI NGS OF PRI SONERS 
LAIDR ALLOCATION OFFICE1 Of all the adminis­

t rat ive agencies withi n the int ernal organlaation of the oamp, the 
Labor Allooa t ion Office (Arbei teeinsatz) was the key offioe. Thia 
offioe allocated the labor req uirement s for the different "work com­
mandos" (Arbeitskommandos) and also determined the composition ot 
the transports whioh were shipped out from Daohau. Both functions 
were of the highest tmportaooe insofar aa the nature of work fre­
quently dete rmined one's means of subsistence (e.g., a gricultural 
workers were generally better fed and could smuggle food back into 
the camp) and insofar as transports were greatly feared sinoe their 
destination was generally unknown. To the extent t ha t , the prisoners 
had any vo ioe or press ure on their use and disposition, this was 
exercised th rough the labor offioe. 

The office was run entirely by prisoners. The 
st a ff consisted of a chi ef, s eve ral assistants and a gr o up of clerics. 
The offic e maintai ned fi les whi ch cont a i ned all perso nal data · perti­
nent to the a l loca tion of indi viduals for work 0 1' various kinds. 
The t hree main sour ces o f empl oyment at Daohau were (a) work inside 
the camp, (b) worlc a t the SS oamp, {c) work on fanns and in factories 
i n t he area. The l i st s of peopl e to be shipped off on transports 
was usually compiled from thos e pr i soners who were no t part of a re­
r ula.r "1-iork:i n·g Comma ndo." 

I n opera on, t he SS La bor Leader (Arbeitsein­
sat zfueh rer) s i mpl y i nformed t he chief of the Labor Of f ioe to have a 
certa i n nl.ltlbe r of men ready a t a ce rta i n t i me for worlc or for ahip­
~ent on a. t ran spo r t . The sel ecti on of ~he men for ~ny gi ven as s i n­
ment was lar el y lef t to t he La bor Offic e itself, whi oh drew up its 
li s ts in consul t a. U on with t he bl ock and cell senio rs. I t woul d be 
easy , however , t o exa ge rat e the ex t ent t o which the Labo r Offi ce 
en joyed fr eedom of a c t · on in t hes e deoi eions. I n ma n,y matter•, es­
pec i ally in the ca s es of t rans po rte whi ch were po l i tic ally i mpor tant , 
the SS office v,o ld hand down a li st of people whom i t wished to have 
i nc lud din t h a s i ent . 

~ev rthel es~ , t pos1tions in he Labo r Of . 
and ti o s ·.Jusldiary colll11 nd ove r the "work o ;no.ndo s" a fforded suft 
l ent owe r to serve s a.n 1nco ti o !'or icdiv o l s and gr o pa t o 
S-'iL th se !JOS 1th 1s nn<l deft>: d .l ••rn a ;:a i ns ou aide rs . Hi storic- 1j .y 
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th••• group• were Germana •imply beoau1e German, were the oldest in­
habitants ot the oamp. A• far aa •• could traoe the development, 
baok, some kind of a group or clique eeema to have first formed in 
1937 under an Austrian Sooialiet by the name of Brenner. The 
"Brenner Group" in the Labor Offiae inoluded both German and Auetrian 
Sooiali1t1. After the release of Brenner, it wa1 1uper1eded by a 
combination of German Sociali1te and Connuni1ta under a certain Kuno 
Rieke (Sooiali1t) and a certain Juliue Bchaet1le (Communist). 'l'hi1 
combination and thei1· 1taff were in control of the Labor Offioe until 
June 1944 when Sohaet1le waa 1u1peated of conspiratorial activitie1 
and shipped off in a transport. Rieke died shortly thereafter in the 
camp. A temporary regime auoceeded the Rieke-Schaetzle group until 
September 1944 when a new retime gradually took over eliminating all 
Germana from poaitiona of influence in the Labor Offioe. 'nlia la1t 
group, composed primarily of Alsatians, Lorrainera, French, Luxem­
bourger,, Belgians, and Poles, 1a still in char~• of the Labor Office 
today. 

None of these ~roupa can be considered as under­
groundJ none of them represented a political body. There was no 
evidence that these people acted as me1nbers of a pol!tioal group 
with a definite political program or purpose. These men held to­
gether in their pwn snall group or olique for tho personal advantages 
their position offered them in the generally miserable conditions of 
the camp. Thil is not to aay that they did not try to take care of 
friends. But the favors they could dispense were on such a personal 
basia and on auoh a low level ~f small physical improvements that they 
could never form the basia for •ny organized activity or relationship. 
It was 1iD1ply part of the living conditions in the camp and part of 
the control aystem set up by the SS whioh placed certain of the group• 
of pri1oner1 in poeitions of _minor power. And these same faotora were 
equally responsible for tho degeneration of many of theee men to a 
level of criminal activity against their own feilow-prisoners. Since 
Germans, being the oldest inmates, had generally s~i,ed oontrol of 
moat of the positions of influence in the administr~tive apparatua in 
tpe camp, the other national groups naturally develo~oo distrust, 
antab'Oniem, and frequently intense hatred of these German priaoners. 

OTHER POSTS OF CONTROL: The Gennan s, however, 
were not alone in charge of all the leadjn~ positions. The key post 
of the camp senior, for instance, was helci by a certain Melazarian, 
an Armenian and former Red Anny officer; and many of the block and 
cell senior as well as the "Capos" of the "work commnndos" were 
oho~en from different nationalities. Melazarian had so completely 
sold out to the SS and was 10 generally hated by &11 the inmates of 
the oamp that he was almost bea t en to death afte r occupation and fin­
ally executed by Amerioan troops. 'nle same fate befell the Gertl1ln 
chief of the caop police, a certain l' ernicke. But · even the ~enerally 
rather strong feelin~s a gainst Germans are not universal, for in place 
of Melazarian who was dismissed before our occupation , a certain Oskar 
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Mueller was appointed "camp senior". Although a German and a fonner 
Communist, Mueller enjoys the respect and admi~ation of the represen­
tatives of all national groups. At present he is also a member of the 
"International Prisoners' Committee", to be discussed below. But as 
in the case of the people who abused their position of power, so .in 
the case of Mueller who did not. His fonner political views, as he 
himself stressed, have nothing to do with hie present activities in 
the camp. He has perfonned his functions for the benefit of all the 
inmates in the camp in order to save what can humanly be saved under 
the disastrous conditions of life in Dachau without any other aim or 
100ti va tion. 

NATI ONAL GROUPS , There wa s no or~anized activity 
in the camp in any o her form. Even the national gr oups which formed 
more or less natural divisions in the ca.mp d id not develop any organi­
zati onal form . Bonds between prisone rs speaking the same langua g;e 
and posses sing the same na t ional background naturally e xisted ; but 
these personal bonds did not res ult in any organizational expression 
or in .overt activities of any sort. Men of the same nationality stuck 
together in order to preserve their sanity and to prolong their physi­
c&l existence. In the course of time, however, certain natural leaders 
emer ed out of these nati onal groups and these unofficially reco ~nized 
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leader, within the various nationalities, in turn, were eventually 
reisponsi ble for the only real organization which baa exiated in 
DachauJ the "International Priionera• COllll'l~ttee• which 11 the 
highest prisoner authority in the camp today. There were no "inter­
national" relatiops on the ba1i1 of co11110n political or 1001&1 
groupine;. For example, no kind of unifying el•ent aeemed to exiat 
between Ruaaian and German Co1111unist1, or between Frenoh and Poliah 
Catholica. Nor did people of a~ one national group••• to •how 
aey mrked preference for member• of their own aooial ola1a or 
poll tical affiliation aa diatinguiahed from oompatriot1 with a , dif­
ferent aooial or political background. Thia indifference clearly 
showed the levelling influence of life under the prilP.itive, dan­
gerous conditions of Dachau which gradually blurred all former 
aociological and political di1tinotions. 

INTERNATIONAL PRISONERS• COMMITTEE (IPC f 1 
When American .troop• entered bachau on the evening of 30 lprl they 
found an "International Pr11oner1• CoD111ittee" (IPC) fwtotioning in 
the camp. The IPC was in complete control of the camp. Moat of 
the SS Guards had fled together with 11101t or those prisoner elements 
who had cooperated with the SS and had themael ves been gui 1 ty of 
maltreatment and murder of tellow-inate,. 

The origins of the IPC go back to sometime 
in September of last year when Allied military 1ucoeaae1 in the 
West promi1ed the poaaibility of an early liberation of the pri10-
ner1. A 1mall group of imnatea •ployed in the camp hospital 
aerved as a nucleua for · the IPC, an Al bl.Dian (luci ), a Pole 
(Nazewaki ), a Belgian (Haulet), and a Bri thh-Canadian (O'Leary). 
They established contact with representatives ot othtr nationalities, 
Ruaaian, French, eto., and alao cooperated with one Gennan, the 
above-mentioned Mueller, who waa a reoent arrival in the camp. 
Aside from Mueller, the "hospital nucleu1" of the future IPC, did 
not work with any Geman prisoners. They were too muoh afraid of 
the 1piea working among the Germana. 

The aima of this group were simple. They 
wiahed to prepare for the advance of the Americans, eave as many 
livea aa poaaible in the last critical phaae before liberation, and 
keep a record of criminal S8 actiTitiea and pereonalitiea. In this 
program they seem to have been quite 1ucce11ful • Since la■ t Deoem­
ber they tried to keep certain key iDJR&tea aa "patient•" in the camp 
hospital where they enjoyed a certain protection. They likewise 
enlisted the help of a great n\lllber of block and cell senior• to 
control the aotivities of crilllinal elemonta amonr, the prisoners and 
to nip in the bud any provocative action which the SS might uae to 
unloosen mass massacres. They prepared litita of crimes and criminal• 
among the SS and their priaoner atoogea. Finally, they tried to keep 
informed about the advance of the Allies, listening to foreign broad­
oast•, and spread the news by their men throu ghout the camp. When 
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American troops were near Augsburg, they eTen established contact 
through prisoners working on farms in that area. 

The building up of this rather closely-knit 
network of activities was facilit.ated by the gradual di1integration 
of SS controls during the last months, the replacement of old 8S 
Guards, the comparatively amall number of guards toward the end (about 
260), and confusion created by order, and counter-orders from higher 
headquarters. In the last days before liberation, the I.PC came 
praotically out into the open. On 27 April, for e.xample, a large 
transport of 6,700 Russians, Poles, German,, and Jews was scheduled 
to leave the camp. By changing national identity pa tchea and padding 
the camp records, l, 000 Ruaaians were "hidden" in the camp and 
escaped the transport and destruction. Of this transport only 60 
men survived the mAasacre staged by the SS guards on the road south 
of Munich. 

On the followin~ day, the IPC actually i1&ued 
oiroulars informing their fellow-prisoners that the committee had 
taken over, that they should stay in their barracks and maintain law 
and order so as to prevent provocations. An att-pt by th• SS to 
evacuate another transport on the evening of 28 April failed when 
the inmates simply did not leave their barracks. Besides this simple 
a.im of organizing for the purpose of saving aa many lives as possible, 
the IPC did not have any program. There was no political activity 
of any kind, and no social differentiations within the group. Even 
the n&tional distinction which •~eluded the Germans (except for 
Mueller) was not aotively directed age.inst the German inmates of 
the oamp, but rather a protective measure to guard age.inst possible 
sabotage of their efforts by Gennan prisoners who were at the ser­
vice of the ss. Thus even the aotivitiee of the one well-organised 
group emerging in the oamp proved that the only rationale for organ­
ldng any group aotivi ty under the condi tiona of Dachau was derived 
entirely from t~e primitive motive of personal survival, and not 
from any social, political, or religious assooiations. 

The I.PC is now the hie;}lest prisoner authority 
in the camp. At present it is headed by a former Soviet General 
(Miohailow); the .Belgian Haulot is Vice-President. The committee 
ha• daily meetings with the anny authorities and is charged with 
oarrying out the orders iaeued by the American oamp commandant. 
Sub-ooDlllittees for all b&sio necessities, police, food 1 sanitation, 
work, disciplinary measures, etc~, have been established. In this 
way the Coumittee and ite various branohee oontinuee to assi1t in 
the prooees of maintaining order in the ca.mp and preparing the con­
ditions for the release and repatriation of the prisoners at Dachau. 
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DACHAU, CONCENTRATION C A M P AND 

fflB Seotion, Seventh Anny 

INTRODUCTION 
There are no •orde in English which can ade­

quately deecribe the lonaentration1-Lager at Dachau. 

In 1pite ot the taot that one had known of its 
•xi•t•nc• tor year,, ha, nen IJ)Qken to ·people who had ■pent 1ome 
time there, the tiret lmpreoeion oceee ae a oomplete, a stunning ehock • 

. ~ ,· 
, 

I 

I 
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C no 11ad aba. s had - in thA oock of on 's mind th reserv T,ion 
"Jut. surol; 1s ir 1,os i 1 fur h...irrian beint;s o o .lais to ou.er 
pe f- le." 

'.:'he irst t11 •L 1ftt wa•· sef•r outtn de of l.h 
t,; tll. p wa6 a tra 11. of "or,.o forty rai lwn:i cars of all t./J es - mo tly 
!'lat cars. tt tew boT cars and wu or thr'f!'fl anci ent tnird clas rail­
w~J carrit,t;es . 1n each 01' ho cars hor•·ir1y tt1;.n cor;cts wer 
lJ· ·l., in all JJOSt res, ea clad in ho ryj a-like u11if'orn, 01' hf: 

c.11, ui trat, ·011 ca1 r,s. rho' la I in I ir own re u•· • So::.e oq !;CS 

1 ay 01, l,o ,,-ra vt:l ronc - d , e xe.c ,ly wl. or, hoy f 11 wr,o n huy 1" r 
oraort:d ou o ! h ca1·s . Th r wer t;wo or hroo y a]moct evory 
oar c'.oor or yn o . Ttose wore tho !£Jw wt,o v:er left alive when r, 11s 
wuird tra i wi ·t. itE ?ha·tly car•o arrived ou s 1ct t10 
chrr.p in Uw af' .ern()on of tltt c April; for U1t•:; unfnr 
alive when t;ht1.' wt1re lot1dec. on . The:1 were ex1, cted o 1 •y 

t.e 1rr. u oy rea hed flacrau . ~o ti.a· rwi r corr ses co11ld r 
awuy wi h in ho famous cren•tt to ry . 
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On the spur goin~ directly into the Camp was 
another train that had reoently been unloaded. Ht.m'lan refuse w~s 
still caked on the floors of the boxcars that had been the death 
chambers of unknown h\lJlan beings. 

American troops had arriTea oefore the un­
loading of the train on the main line had been completed. At this 
writing proof positive of one of the greatest crimes against humanity 
still lies in tho rickety oars and along the road bed leading into 
the Camp at Dachau. It lies in the shape of the broken, starved-out 
corpses of what once had been strong men. Men oonsi gned to a hor-
ri b!e death with a oyniciam brutal beyond words or belief. 

The purpose of this investigation was to find 
out ~o things, (l) What conditions in the Camp actually had been . 
li~e, and (2) How much did the townspeople of Dachau know of the 
goings-on and what was their present Mtti tude toward this monumental 
crime of twelve years• duration that had transfonntfd their sleepy 
little town into a world-faroous place. 

A total of eome twenty prisoners were inter­
viewed in the compound itself in order to detennine w}'at conditions 
had been like in the judgement of the~e men. Care was used to pick 
only those with red triangles on their uniforms. (This aeaignates 
the political prisoner. it was found. There ~~e also hardened 
criminals in the Camp /"Sohwehrverbrecher"/). 

After spending the afternoon intervie-,1ing 
these men, the next day was spent vieitine (,()Wnapeople. As many 
parts of the town of Dachau as was poaslble were covered. and all 
possible leads were followed in order to reach as many different 
types of people aa could be found. 

While it would be fatuous to ch.im too much 
for the results of a sampling technique such as was used in trying 
to get at the townspeople of Dachau, it is felt that the major types 
were reached, and that the dominant attitudes were discovered. 

THE CAMP 
It is extremely doubtful if one could, in any 

other !!'iven spot on this continent, find in two minutes' time fifteen 
to twenty men who would be prepared to converse with one in a~, of 
the following lan ua ,es a lfo llsh, French. Gennan. Perhaps in 
another concentration camp. 

The objectivity of theRe men in discussing 
problems was nothinr sho rt of amazing:. After ei '1lt , ten and twelve 
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years of being subjected to organized brutality. one still finds men 
explaining "Ja, sehen Sia; Das ist was man muss unter einemfasisch­
ti schen Staat erwarten" (Yes, but you see; That is what one must 
expect under a Fascist state" - Riohard Titze). It oan be said that 
among the poll tical prisoners in Dachau there is nothing that could 
):, · cnllod a hatred of the German people as such. Their respect for 
anyone wearing an American uniform is deep. 

These, then, are the men who gave the facts 
detailed below, which give a picture of what life was like in the 
unearthly place oalled Konzentrationa-Lager Dachau. · 

. Es gibt einen Weg zur Freiheit: _Thus begi ns 
the arro gant slo~an that faood these unfortunates every morning as 
they stood roll-call. Roll oall? They were counted. From all over 
the compound the large white letters painted on one of the buildin s 
oan be . seen. They seem to follow one around. "Es gi bt einen Weg 
zur Freiheit. Seine .lileilensteine heissem I Gehorsem, Sauberkei t, 
Nuschternheit, Fleise" (There ls a road to freedom. Its milestones 
are: Obedience, Cleanliness, Sobriety, Industry). 

Within si ht of this slogan between 13,000 and 
15,000 men died in the last threo monthe alone. They died mainly or 
etarvation and of an epidemic of typhus fever. No one was conoerned 
about the dead as far as name, family and ori gin were oonoerned. 
"It was merely an administrative problem involvinr, so many oorpees 
on such and such a morning and for which a certain nl.Cllber of men had 
to be detailed. A re po rt was always made - stating how many oarts 
had been used and how many corpses delivered to the crematory" 
(Robert Rollin). During the epidemic the crematory became overtaxed 
(the corpses are still piled ei ht feot high, stacked neatly) so 
t~at the prisoners were set to di 6ginc huge pits for mass graves. 
This had been done once before accordin ~ to the older inhabitants. 
While diggin the pits in which their oomradoa - perhaps they them­
selves - were to be buried, the prisoners may have thou htof another 
ironio slo ~an which they saw on the grilled a t e as they came in, 
"Arbeit Macht Frei." (Worlc Makes one Free). 

best . The 
by trade. 

The medical care at Dachau was scarcely of the 
director and chief sur eon of the hospital was a carpenter 
He performed operations personally. 

"The SS rarely murdered anyone 11 1 This state­
ment was made by Albert Kervyn, who had been an instructor in Econo­
mics at the University of LotNain. It is a bit:tf}r commentary, but 
it must be said to his honor and credit that he is still servin the 
academic ideals of objeotivi ty and truth. He went on to explain the 
manner in which the Camp had been run. 
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The SS men, it seems, had little actunl contact 
with the inmates. The dirty work waa done by hardened criminals 
("Schwerverbrecher") - men who were safe-crackers by profession or 
who, for a smll consider~· ion would murder a person or torture him 
in a pre-detennined manner and think nothin r of it. 

Th.is hi?,h type of human was q11ite often put in 
charge of a room, a block or f!:roup of blocks. The last "Lap;erel tester" 
(Camp Leader), was an Armenian who was a murderer by profession. He 
was responsible di reotly to the SS Verwal tungastab. His men were in 
turn responsible to him in a wall-organized hierarchy. 

These ware 
of life and death over teachers, 
tors, clergymen (all creeds) and 
tioally every country in Europa. 
at Dachau. 

the oreaturos, then, who had power 
lawyers, university professors, doc­
assorted patriots representing prao-
Ministers of state have spent time 
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"The SS rarely murdered anyone". But soenes 
in whi ch an SS guard fi ~ured in a detached sort of way were not un­
oommon. Aooord i ng to Friedrich Mellwig , a guard mi f,ht appear in 
a bl ock at ni ght, t he thu , in charge would yell attention (if one 
weren' t quick about it one mi ght be beaten on the spot). In the 
hearing of all the inmates a little conversat ion might take place: 
"Wie viel Personen haben Sie hier Beute?" "Aohtzig, Herr Onter­
soharffuhrer &" "Schon gut &'' (Looks &t wristwatch) "Also - Morgen­
frah ioh meohte hier nur aechtig seben." "Jawohl, Herr Unter- · 
scharffuhrer&'' ("How many persons have you there today?" "Ei ghty, 
Sir&" "Very welU Now then, tomorrow mornin g I should like to see 
only sixty heN,. 11 "Very well Sir!"). That ni ght a de tai l of twenty 
men woul d be tol d off. 

"The SS rt.rely murdered anyone, but you can 
bully a man to deat h, you know - particularly if he is old, was once 
pr oud, a nd you have cut down hi s r at i ons to three pota.to es a day," 
to concl ude Kervyn 's s t a t ement . 

The manner of dying at Da.o ha u was as varied as 
i wa s unpl ea santly gruesome . I t i s sickeni ng to detail them . 

A detail mi ght be told off to disappear into 
the crema ory, never to be seen a ga in . I t was most unwise to ask 
q ue sti ons. 

A man's ration s - or thos e of a whole bl ock -
mi ght be systemat ically c ut rlnwn . The most horrible ~i ~ht a t Dachau 
is t he corps es who are sti ll actual ly altve. 

A detai l mi ght be to ld off on a cold wi nt er's 
ni ght, marched off i nto an unfrequented place in t he huge compound, 
t o ld to strip unt il naked and then have a hydrant turned on them. 
I n the morni ng a co.rt (manned by ano ther detail) woul d oolleot the 
co rpses. 

A men mi ght become "insubo r di na t e" - i.e., he 
mi ght c ry "St op l'' while bei n beaten. I n such a oase he wua taken to 
t he ro om w} e re o ther "dangerous'' cha r acters we r e trussed up, wrists 
behi nd back, feet ju s t a bove t he f l oor, was t i ed in a s imilar manner -
a nd le ft there . 

Over the l onf; and infamous history of t is place, 
the most common way of dyi ng w s "on t ranspo r t ." Hence:, the crema to ry. 
Ra ndom examples , From a transport of 200 Bel ~i a ns in last July , 70 
dead ; trans ort of French civi lians a r r i ved l ast Octo ber consi s t ing 
of ei ht fl at oar s in hich th re were 484 dead on a rrivnl . The few 
who could wal k awo. y wer e beaten to death on the spot by th e gua rds . 
Asked by the interviewer whether thi s were not an unusual inst ance, 
Ado l f Webe r lau ghed P.d sai ds "Hier ha ten Sie beinahe j eden Ta so e in 
Bi l d sehch konnenl ~ (Y ou could have s een such a s pectacle here a lmo s t 
every day 1) . 

21 



fl a,- l 

taat tne acnew th 
fMII• l'l 

( parLio 
--to.a 

-M?c U 1rM aor.r.tt, a 
~ tnrow ! 

2 

~epo:-- .: 

a. "~~ --­
: C. ~~ 

C ~ ~he ,-_:;:_ Pt.rt.• 
o. ' nw;.:..1.,-,1,a !"W&B n • 

i e ~ ~ L ev-ei . l"IIDp e we 

- •,::n"y ..., wv.n::- tieta 

-" 
r 

• 

t n 

?~ rt. i' 
the :re f er 

rial 

f a 



anti-Nazi attitude, and the Lendrat 
had already issued a warrant for his 
arrest by the SS. He was saved in 
the last minute by his physician who 
was a good friend of the Landrat -
also he mi ght very well have been one 
of the people on the ins i de of the 
compound. 

The picture iven by thie 
man of wrat life was lilce in Dachau 
for people of hwnan decency and somo 
conscience ia not a pleasant one . 

Scherrer inaiata that the 
people of Dachau knew very well what 
was going on in the Camp. He states 
that resentinent was fairly .general., 
particularly because the SS mis behaved 
toward the civilian population as well. 
He say1 that ti is aspect was at ita 
worst in the years 1 3J., 1 34 a.nd 1 35. 
Civilians quit~ often tried to ~ive 
food to inmates who were on work details, 
but were almost invariably prevented from 
so doin by the SS guards . In the 
last year the SS guards became more 
lenient in thia respect., since large 



numbers of them had been drafted into the SS against their will. 
(Thia la a well-known fact which was dhoover-,d some time ago in 
P/,Y interrogations. Several inmate, also told the story of how, in 
last October, a whole SS Regiment was recruited - from of all 
1ouroe1, the inmate• of Daohau Conoentration Camp. These men were 
all Reichadeutache and under 40 years old. They were giTen no 
choice. "Dae war reiner Zwang" (That waa pure foroe - Weber). In­
•te1 of all nationalities also admitted that recently the towns­
people had been better toward them in the matter of giving them 
food when they were out on work details). 

Al though the population as a whole real! zed 
the utter beatiaU ty of the SS and the nauseating ooourrencee be­
yond the barred gates of the Camp, they were afraid even to 1ay 
anything - much le11 do something - because the ahadow of the Camp 
hung over them ~a well. Several persona claimed that auch caaes 
had actually happened, and that people Ylere even afraid to watch 
priloner traneporte being brought in for fear that they themae.lyea 
might be interned for the mere knowledge of the crimes. The whole 
1yetem waa obviously ba3ed on the barbaric theory that "Dead men 
tell no talea." 

Theae people admit that the town•• a Whole 
did a thriYing buainesa as a result of the presence of the Camp and 
ita attendant SS "&>naen" ("Big Shots") - and it ia perhaps not 
Without 1ignifioance that the moat outapoken anti-Nazis were people 
who, ao to 1pealc, could afford to be ao by reason of the fao~ that 
their buainesa did not bring them into daily contact with the SS. 

konnten wir tun?" 
Martin Wittmann). 

"Ea war alles sehr entzetzlioh, aber waa 
(It waa all Yery horrible, but what could we do? -

"Ein Schandfleok fur die ganze &iviliaierte 
Menachheitl", "A aoandal for all of civilized humanity&" With these 
worda of t1ie outraged Herr Josef Engelhard the att1 tude of those few 
p~ople in Dachau who dared to protest - more or leas openly - for 
all these yeare is comprehenaed~ 

When asked in how far he oonaide:("ed his fellow­
town.amen responsible for what went on in the Camp he replied, " . , 
Neunzig pro,ent sind sorunutzig und haben aioh mit dem Blut tin-

aohuldiger Mensohen bes udelt&" (Ninety per oent are dirty and have 
daubed themselves with the blood of innooent human beingal) 

Engelhard lives on the street (called the 
Nibelungen Straaae, incidentally) along w ioh the oars rolled to the 
Camp. Hif house ia situated only a ffJW hundred yards from the en­
trance to that Charnel-house. He corroborated the stories of the 
inmate, about the fearful oargoea that had been brought in throur,h 
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the years. They began to be really horrible after 1938. The huge 
transports of Jews at that time were "too horrible to describe." 
Shortly after thA invasion "thouoands upon thousands of Frenohmen" 
were brought in. One such transport of French stopped directly in 
front of his houae. When the doors of the boxcars were opened, 
most of the dead were beginning to deoay. Ai'ter the collapse of the 
Warsaw uprising, transporta of Polee began to arrive in great nUIJ\bers 
and in indescribable stati,s. The few who were alive in one euoh 
load sorambled out of the cars and - it was evident from his expres­
sion that Herr Eneelhard still had difficulty in believing what his 
own eyea had seen - "Die haben Gras gefressen und aws Pfatien get­
runkenl" (They ate grass and drank: out of puddles!). 

The old Social-Democrat and president of his 
trade union who had never once raised his hand in a Nazi salute 
(this was confirmed by other people) said he was very much against 
executing Nazis. "Das ist 1u gut far dies Bande" (That ia too good 
for this gang) . He suuests sending them to Siberia in transports 
"exactly like those that have been arriving daily in Dachau for 
years." He added that he had no doubt that "Herr Stalin hae much 
room for them and much for them to do." He cone l uded by saying 
11 Endlioh muss die ganze Nad- Brut &us gerotten werdenl 11 (Finally the 
entire Nazi-Spawn mu.st be extennina ted , ) . 

In the opinion of this minority the people are 
to blame for their cowardice. Old, gracious and intelligent Eduard 
Gragal f eels very strongly on this point . He has a right to talk. 
Hews one of three men in the entire town who stood up in opec 
meet inc tlnd said he would not join the Storm Troops "Because, my dear 
.Maj or,' 1 won'tl" - and with this he walked out of the meeting. 
Weeks later dozens of people came to him and said II But if we had 
only known that they wo ul dn't do anything to us, we would have stood 
up tool" He cites this as an example, "Feig und Feiglinge1 Die 
wa.ren alle . zu fei g - Die wollten uberhaupt nichts riskieren. Und 
es war so in nz Deutschland . Die mutige sind en den Ha.nden a.bzu­
zahlen. 11 (Cowardly and cowards I They were all too cowardly - They 
really didn ' t wan to risk anything. And that's the way it was in 
all Germany . The courae:eous can be counted on he fin gers of your 
hands). 

CONCLUSION 
No c i tizen of Dachau is without a doep sense 

that somethinr, was wrong, t erribly wrong, on the outskirts of their 
town. 

The ma. jo ri. t y of t horn take the posi t ion de­
sori d a bovo. Tha t t hey are honest in t his att itude for t he mos t 
part a ll ows of no doubt whatev r. 
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Those who didn't give a tinker's Oilllln what 
happened to the poor souls whom t hey saw pass throur h their streets r 
for years - so lon~ ae business was eood and the SS ~auptstunufuhrer 
paid his handsome rent - were r~ally few •• Today they are the ones 
who plead "Ja - ww- wusaten uberhaupt nichts was passiert da draus­
se.n&" (But we really didn't know-what was~in17; on out there&). 
"Da draussen" - aa i r 1 t were on another planet& They are 1 iars, 
and guilty as sin - everyone. 

The ve.tj, fow who dared show some opposition 
ran great risk and should be honored as the courageous men and women 
they are. It should be pointed out, however, in justioe to the 
others, that they were {so far as this investi ga t ion· could determine) 
people who could secl.ude themselves from the oommuni ty without 
harming their source of inoome. Herr 1!:ngel.r.ard, for example, worked 
for a firm which sent him travellinr, over all Southe,rn Europe. 
Herr Grasal had a snall importing business f'rom Italy. They could 
both afford to isolate themselves (as _ they did) in their ·houses for 
years. Herr Grasal - who is obviously the type who likt,s his 
Gemutlichkeit - said that he had never r, one into a tavern for years 
for fear he "mie;ht talk too freely." He gave up all entertainin , 
at nis home seven years ago. ey contrast Herr Scherrer, who was not 
so extreme in his remarks, emerges as a man who has suff ered far 
more and who had every bit as much cou ra1~e. lie made his livin~ by 
running a restaurant. For a known anti-Nazi in a town wiiich was a 
Nazi "Hochburg" and a cradle of the SS this is no small achievement. 
".Meine Nerven sind vollkommen ~ur Grunde ger,angen" he says. Small 
wonder. {My nerves are thorou~ly shot). 

If one is· to at t empt the tremendous t ask and 
accept the terrjJic responsibility of jud~in~ a whole town, assessinr, 
it en masse as to the collective r,uilt or i nnocence of all its in­
habitants for this most hideous of crimes, one woul d do well to re­
member the fearsome ,;hadow that hanr:s over everyone in a st nte in 
which crime has been incorporated and called the· gove.rnr,~nt. 

-
• 
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DACHAU , CO C E N T R A T I 0 C A M P 

CIC Detachmen t , Seventh Ar:ny. 

MEMORANDUM 
On 29 April 1945, the liberation of the Dachau 

Concent ra tion Camp , Dachau r.nany , presented to the Allied Armies .,. 
a gruesome spectacle of wholesale bestiality ahd barbarism. A sec-
tion of the Co~ter Intelli gence Corps Det chment, Seventh Army, was 
dispatched to the oe.mp for counter intell i~ence work, and was r -
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quested to submit a report of ~eneral interest on the camp as docu­
mentary evidence for higher headquarters. 

The notoriou1 Dachau Concentration Camp, the 
fir1t to be organized by. the Nad Regime, ii located 18 kilometdrs 
northweat of Munich, Germany. Up to 1933, 'ti waa uaed solely for 
confinement of political pr honer a, and in 'l ::,li tion, men who were 
released from other Geman prisons were often confined here tor 
"ProtectiYe Cuatody", after ccapleting theii sentencea. In 1936, 
•hen the .Nazh were organi&ing tor world conquest, people who did 
not cooperate wt th the program were interned here. W1tll over 229,000 
interneea have pa11ed through Dachau since 1933. 

Before the war, the number of interneea varied 
from 61 000 to 8,000. There were Jewa in Dachau in 1S33, but the 
tint outstanding numbera began ·to arrive in 1936. In 1939, owing 
to international affaira, aome Jewa were releaaed and Allowed to 
emigrate, but after hostilities began, their numbers vaatly inoreaaed in Dachau. 

When the American troops arr1Yed on 29 April 
1945, there were approximately 32,600 estimated interneea or all 
nationalitiea, the Polee predominating. During this period, _the 
camp was notorious for its cruelty, but within the last aix or 
eight montha, some "token" improvement was noted in the treatment 
ot the internees. However, the new crematorium was completed in 
May 1944, and the gas chambers, a total of five, were used for the 
execution, and the diapoeala of the bodies. 

Three •eeka prior to the arrival of American 
troops, the more important records, papers, card index systems, eto., were burned or otherwise remoYed. 

In addition of the Dachau Camp, there were 21 
aubai1iary camps, all under the juriadiction or the Dachau Adminia­tratJ.on. 

LIBERATION 
The Americana came Sunday, 29th of April. The 

arrival of the Americana was preceded by aeveral days of frenzy. 
Wednesday was the last day of work and there was no more ,;oing out 
of the compound. Scattered labor details living outside of camp re­
turned suddenly. Radios were taken away and there ·was no more com­munication with the out1ide. 

On Thursday, orders to evacuate the entire 
camp were given. Tr&llsporta began to be organized on large scales, 
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but the or~aniza.tion wo. s poor and w10oordjna ed. The p ri sone rs 
having jobs in the administra tive department mislaid orders , sud­
denly diu not undersi;and commancts, nd F;Onerally seemed quite in-
di ferent to the mountinr, nervousness of the few camp official that 
were left. Only one tre.nsport p:ot un<ler wo. • It consiste d of about 
4,000 men, and they hik"d with heavy guard in the dir eo ion of the 
Tyr()l. 

Then he . an the ime of tense wai tine. Htm1ors 
swept throuf•h the oo.rracks of re"'i ents a nd tanks just over the 
hill, of plans of mass an ihi l~ tion of the prlsoner s by the r ma1n1n~ 
SS men, of parachutis s, and of an armistice. The prisoners or­
~anized a sec ret poljce force to keep ord rafter the liberation thy 
knew was comin. • Tl:ey Lu· 1 t ba.rrice.des to ke e t heir own comrad s 
from ~e tinf in the wa of the jum r,uards. And all time was at a 
stands t ill for thr e de. s while the pri one rs waited and th r,uards 
paced nervously, furtivel~,, in their towers. 

·und y, just after the noon meal , the air was 
unusually still. Th i y field outs i de t e compound wo.s deser ed. 
Suddenly someone be..,an runnj n-' toward the ~a t e at the other side of 
the field. Others follov,e d . The word wa s s outed throurh the JJ1ass 
of r ray, tired prisoners. Am r ictrns l That wo rd repeated, yelled 
over the shou l ders i n throaty Poli ,·h , in Italian , i n Russi an, and 
Dutch and ir. the- familiar rin,~ of Fre nch . The first in ernee was shot 
down as he r ushed toward th~ re. te by t 10 unrc! . Yet hey kept run-
ni nr a nd shou in,· th r o,wh ea1~er l ips and unbelieving e yes. Amer­
icunsl And a the f!:8.t in fron of the hysteric al mob of rr.en we re 
not the re ~iments or he tanks they liad expocted, hut one dark-com­
plexi one d , calm American soldi r, n American Pole, pistol in hand , 
looking casually about him; up at t e rs where h e SS ~uards 
watched ap arently frozen ; behind him ·10 or throt'l oth r American 
boys a bou a hundred yards aV1ay; and i .to he flu.hed wet faces of 
those thousandr. suq;inr, a bou in f r ont of him. 
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A t• •hot.a wen tired tro■ behind the wall. 
the guard, in the tirat tower o ... down• hand, &boTe their head1. A 
white blanlcet wa• hung out troa another tower, and they o&ae down, 
but om of th• had a pi1tol in hi• hand which he held behind h11 
baot. and th• dark-0011plexioned 1old_i•r •hot hia down. At the far 
lid• ot the coapound, th• guard1 .. re taken oare of t1'011 the outlide. 

Then a jNp arriffde Where were the rer,i11enta 
and tank1? The tint ••rloan wa1 hohted into the air and two other1, 
a 19-7ear old ta,-er troa the •••t, and a 19-year old uniTerdty 
1tudent, ••n dra~•d out of the jNp and oarried around the ground• 
on tbe tnte1'D•••• •houlden. A blond journal11t in. unit I'll was alao 
in the J••p. and ehe olbtbed the tower by the gate with a young 
oftioer. · 

Suddenly the pri1oner1 produced flag1 and 
oolon which had been buried under barraok1 or hidden in rarter1. 
?heH flag, and oolora ••re i■pro'ri.Hd troa abnta and •on.pi of 
oolored oloth. It wa1 a aardi•CN•• OTer the loud 1peaker 1y1tem 
the blond ~ournalht .. id "We are Ju•t •• glad to ■N you •• you are 
to 1ee u■• 4ncl then a ohaplaia in blok.ai 0.IWI.II &alced the■ to joJn 
hia in the Lorc1'1 Prayer. ADd tor~ t• a1nuw■ la powerful ear.neat 
uai1on and With bowed rnerent -9114• &Dd ' ola■pN hand1, they Pr&)'•d• 
!he word1 eohoect through · the ooapo\llld and through the heart, of the 
thouMiid1 1till inoredulou1 at the dark-oomplezion•d A.meri oan Pole, 
the 19-y•r old tam boy troa tbe Weit, 111d the 1tudent, and at the 
regi•nta and tanlc1 that neyer o••. 

'· LIFE AT DACHAU 
RICEPTIOJf OF IlfT~tlEBS, Internees arrh•ing at 

Dachau ••re proo•H•d, 1oreened, and .. H~r,ated aocordinr, t.o nations. 
Intern .. , ••r• tra&:11ported like oattle to Daohau. One witneu re­
late, hi• journey tna P'r&noe. He wa1 herded into a boxcar with 98 
•n• ThrN ot th• 1umyed the llow, endlee-a journey, and the 
other two died within a f• day,. During the 1oreenin~, internee, 
••re beaten up and tortured in order to get certain information which 
the Politi1ohe Abteilunt (Politioal Depar1aent) felt was being held 
baok. They were &Heabled again, and placed into qiarantine bar­
raok1, where they Nll&ined for 21 daya. After the 21 days, they were 
•••1gned to their permanent barraoka (blooka) in Dachau or ita sub­aidiary camp,. 

DAILY ROUTINE, The interneea were e;otten up 
at 5130 in the •inter, and at i,oo in the summet. After waahine, 
they all received a oup of black coffee, nothing elae. Then they 
fell out aocording to barracks, and were marched over to the aasem­
.bly area where interminable roll call waa taken. After this the , 
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work oommander would oall out the varioua work detaila for the day, 
and the internees would reanemble aocording to their re,apec tive 
work gro upa. Everyone of those placed on the work detail wo.s given 
a alioe of bread about one-quarter inch thick and a slice of sausage 
whioh had to las t until noon. At 11130, they marohed back into the 
camp, and tack to their barracka, where they reoeived their dinner, 
which consisted of small portion of oabbage, oarrots, and sometimes 
potatoes. At 12130, they marched out to work again, and worked 
until 6 o'olook, and then back to oamp. The evening appell (roll 
cal l ) was taken, and then the men returned to their barracks for 
aupper. The 1upper consiated of, three times a week, a little soup, 
and an eil!;tlth of breadJ and bro days a week, they reoeived a alioe 
of bread, and either a slice of sausage or a bit of oheese. 

The numerous work detai ls comprised upkeep of 
grounda and buildings, construction work deta i ls, outfitting works 
for Wlifonns for SS men, the paper factory in Dachau, the porcelain 
works in Allach, the amall anns factory in the camp proper, and the 
"Plantage" ••• the fann land near the camp. It is estimated that 
approximately 3,000 Jews died on the "Planta~es". When the camp 
offi cials felt tha t these internees were too ill and too weak to 
work, they would march them into a lak~ (sinoe drained), regardless 
of the time of year. They were forced to stay in the water until 
dead. Those who remai ned conscious were placed in whee_l barrows, 
brought back to camp, where they died a few hours later. 

The " Kiesgrube" detail was considered the worst 
work de t ai l the i nternee, coul d be put on . They would have to load 
wagons with crushed rock a t a speed whi ch oa used the internees to 
c ol l apse and die on the spot . 

EXPERI _MENTAL STATIONS 
SS ABNENER BE 1 Jews were selec t ed for this 

experiment . A t ruck, oompletely equi pped, wou l d r oll up t o between 
Bilrracks 3 and 5. The internee selected f or t his experi ment wa s 
placed in a cylinde r , and t he air pres s ure l owered t o a point 
which ooinoided with air pressu re at an al t i tude of 5,000 t o 8, 000 
me t ers. The air press ure was then br ought be.ck t o normal sea level 
pre s s ure a t a t errific s peed. The se condi t ions simulated a para­
chutist dro pping at a terrific s p~ed, much grea t er t~an oan be en­
countered i n reality. The reac t i ons of men und rgoing the se ex­
periments were observed and s tudi ed f or fut ure a i r forc e t ra i nin • 
Not a s i ngle man was seen l eavin thi s t r uck al i ve. 

The Wat er Tank - Expo s ure Experiments , There 
was a water tank about 12 f eet deep, filled with cold wa t er, t em­
pera ture of which wa s 1° Centi grade . Internees were forced to di ve 
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in and stay in at various lengths of time, until unoounscious. Then 
they were placed in bed with female internees brought over from 
Ravenebruck Concentra ti.on Camp solely for _thie experi. ent, evidently 
to test the effectiveness of body temperature. 

Blood Exper_imentation, A blood anal ya is wu 
made of internees chosen for these experiments. Their purpose, are 
not olea,·, but all victims undergoing theae blood exper1Dlent1 went 
insane. The day befoN American troops took over the oonoentration 
oamp, all persona who had undergone these experiments were ehot. 

The firet two above ( the air 
tank) experiments were complet.ed about a year a~o. 
experimente) were continued up t.o 4 weeks prior to 
tion. 

pressure and water 
The la1tt (blood 

American oooupa-

MALARIA EXPERIMENTAL STATION, All internees 
chosen for the malaria experiments had to be physically and mentally 
fit. Nearly all Polish priest, -had undergone the malaria experiments. 
Two methods of malarial inooulation were used. The fi rat was by 
mean, of hllll&n bloo_d infected by malaria, and the seoond, was by 
means. of using infected moaqui toes and permi'tting them to bite the 
patients. The first group of experiments consisted of inooulating 
these individuals with malaria, pennitting them to have varying num­
bers of ohills. ' Thi a was done in an attempt to determine whether 
or not the facilities of oure differed dependi ng upon the Dllllber of 
attacks of fever. The second set of experiments consisted of in­
oculating healthy people with the m&laria, and when the prodromal 
symptons developed, to start treatment before chills and fever had 
occurred. The third group of experi,ments were oonduc t ed using a 
drug known as "Pyramidon" which auppreesed the f eve r in malaria.., but 
did not cure the diaeaae. 

PHLE<"illONEa These experiment s were begun in 
l9j G, and were carried out in Block 1 a. Si x Jews were i nj ected 
with germs and died. Another r,roup of ten in t ernees were i nj ec t ed 
intermuscularly in t he le~s and contracted phl e£9J1onia. Then they 
r eceived new injections in the other l eg, and t hose who s till re­
mai ned alive received new injec t i ons in the a rm . No ne of t his group 
survived. 

In October 1942 , further experiments were 
carried out . Twenty pr i soners were selected from Block GO . They 
r eceived intennu,;culn r i njections of pus . Some of these were treated 
by bio- chemioal pills , eight with sulfonamid, four :were treated 
for wounds . Six died . 

Subsequently, a group of 40 priest• were sub­
j ec t ed to these experiments . Half of them were trea ed bio-chemically, 
t he other half wi t h s ul fone.mid, but aU pr ophylactically . In the 
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first group, nine died from resultant complications. 

One intern admits that a large group of patients 
with severe cases of phle~one was treated with bio-chemical pillg, 
without being operated on, until the wounds opened, or the p,.tient 
died. Bio-ohernical pills were used for different kinda of diseases 
uuch as asoitea, pneumonia, and others. 

All patients underr,oing these experiments were 
photographed each wee.le or every two weeks. According to the male 
intern, these experiments were ordered by t he Reiche leaders, and 
o~ntrolled by someone from Munich. 

The tota! number of viotims of these experi­
ments is estinated to be 300. About 56 died durinr. the experiments, 
about 30 from complications. 

The ohief sur eon read a letter from Himmler in 
I • 

which it was stated that these researches by the doc to rs were ob-
viously being sabotaged by them. The doctors conducting these ex­
periments were of the opinion that these eesearches were of unscien­
tific nature. 

EXECUTIONS 
GAS C.HAMiERS, The internees who were brought 

to Camp Daohau for the sole purpose of bein executed were in most 
cases Jews and Russi ans. They were brou~ht in~o he compound, lined 
up near the gas chambers, and were screened in a similar manner as 
internees who came to Dachau for imprisonment. Then they were marched 
to a room and told to undress. Everyone was iven a towel and a 
piece of 'soap, as thou-gh they were about to take a shower. During 

. this whole screening process, no hint was ever ,iven that they were 
to be executed, for the routine was similar upon the arrival of all 
internees at the camp. 

Then · they entered the ~a s chamber. Over the 
entrance, in large black lette rs, was wri tten " Brause ~d" (showers). 
There were about 15 shower faucets sus pended fr m the cei lin ~ from 
which gas was then released. There was one lar~e chamber, ca acity 
of which was 200, e.nd five small er as chambers , capaci ty of each . 
being SO. It took approximately 10 minute s for the executi on. From 
the ~as chamber, the door led to the Krematory t o which the bodies 
were removed by internees who were selec t ed for the job. The dead 
bodies were th en placed in 5 furnaces , two to th ree bodies a t a tin • 
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KBEMATORIUlh The Krematorh1n waa operated by 
88 poraonnel of the Abtnilung I•Kommandatur (Personal Staff Section) 
with the help of 7 to 10 •feoially chosen intern~es. These were 
usually Jna who were taken out of their barracks, and lod~ed in the 
so-oalled "dungeon". They were well fed and well treated, but had 
to work all day long in the Krematory. 

After N.ve 6r aix weeks when their knowledge of 
key personnel was such that they beoame dangerous, they were ex­
ecuted, and several more Jews were chosen to take up their functions. 

GUN EXIDUTIONSa Most of the gun executions 
were used on Russian officers and soldiers. The non-oommissioned 
officer in ohar~e of the blook (barracks) would call out the names, 
the selected internees would fall out and would be marched to the 
gate whioh separates the internee compound and the administrative 
sections of the camp. Here the SS men who volunteered for the 
execution squad would lead them out to tne "Schiesstand" ( shootine; 
stand) near the Krematory, had the ~ictims kneel down, lower their 
heads, and were shot in back of their necks. Ei ght to ten men at 
a time were exeouted in that manner. In September 1944, ninety-one 
Russian officers were executed in one day. ' 

Thia photograph of the 
"Schieastand" is one of the 
moat unimpressive pictorially, 
but the blood-soaked ground, 
the amell and feeling of 
death make this spot one or 
the most ~hastly in Dachau. 
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DIARY OF E.K. 
One of the most interestint doo\mlents unearthed 

by thia section of the CIC Detachment was a wa btr-logged diary kept 
from November 1942 until recent days. ·Thia diary was written by E.K., 
internee since 1940. In secret and under the gr:eatest difficulties, 
E.K. was able to record the events of the days. Diaoovery meant cer­
tain death. The inciaents and situations described were personal 
experiences of E.K. and of his closest friends. The diary, written 
in German, is much too long to be incorporated in whole in thia report. 
Excerpt. are submitted as an illustration of the tone of the whole 
and as attestation to the acts of barbarism oommittea in the Dachau 
Concentration Camp. lbth the author and his work may be in danger 
of German reprisals. 

• • • 
20 November 1842. 

These pages that I now be~in to write would 
lead to certain death if ever they were found. But what is death? 
How r .. of tnose I knew here are still alive today, how close to 
de~th we all stand, I can die here any moment, even if I take the 
greatest care. 

Why should I not endeavor, even in the mid st 
of these conditions, of this cruelty, to tell this gruesome story 
that no longer gives us goose flesh? 

I feel, 1 know not why, the urge to write. 

I really thought I would record all this for 
you, so that when we will meet again some ti.Die later, I would have 
noth i ng more to sayJ I would ive you the pages and be silent--for 
I a.m tired of speaking . 

And now I hasten . to be gin, without regardin 
the danger it involves . My friends think I am secretly writing a 
poem, most likely a love poem, or on~ about flowers and stars. If 
they knew what I was doing, they would burn these pages out of f ear. 
In fact, they would be right, because I endanger their lives as 
well aa my ownJ only they don't know it. And if these lines were 
found, I should have to prove that they had no knowl edge of my secret 
wri ting, for I only s howed them harmleJs little verses . 
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21 November 1942. 
I ; 

, Something happened yesterday that exotted even 
the moet hardened or us, and that mean, eomething, for we have lost 
all reeling, -nothing more oan ••tonish us in any way. And so it was 
yesterday. Very rn o:f ua were moved, just those who were direotly oonoerned. 

500 invalid• came yesterday from a camp near 
Danaig. To be an invalid among us priaoners means to be at death•a 
door. Later, when we are together, I Will tell you more about that. 

61 of these "invalids" came in dead, but their 
bodiee had already been partly eaten by the others, the remains and 
bone, were thrown out of the ohink in the oattle-truok door during 
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the ·ourne • Onl y a few unreco gniza lo r ts o f t he body remained . 
The whole side wn s mi s inr- f r om one body , frorr. others the nose, o r 
cheek, or p-e ni t a l or ;:ans . 

It must have beon a terribl~ sir.,ht; I am so 
thankful I did not see i • 

All he corpses wore 01oto~ra hed . Uos lik ly 
th c a mp autho ri ti s did t is to s end evidence to Berlin . The pri­
::oners , durin - he six da.ys that }-;eir journey lasted, rec ived only 
on rieoe of bread , six hundred ~rnns , I believe . hun~er delirium 
brok e ou aMon1; l. , as hey had suffered or a low; time from under 
feedin,'.; • The offi en; o f our ~uard, who oth rv1ise mak fun and joke 
about all hese horrible thin,:s, except those concernin, hem were 
move d . This time they hud senn sometr.in1; new: cannibalism, and thnt 
they were no used to. The las rtlncuns of civil:ization surr,ed 
a?a1nst these facts and deed s . 

49 of the st1rvivor died Jesterdny, the day of 
their a rrival . Soon there will lie more and every day the number will 
increase. That the:; brot. "'ht them here can only be exple.i n d by the 
fact t} f\ manpower is no dod; so the~ move up all they can. Of those 
that ca11 1 t be revived ... of tho-,e, I w11l speak to you later. Vlill 
yo ever rend nese p ~es? Each pa-e is a source of danr~r and who 
knows how rr.nny pa.1~es I wi 11 write, hu even if I can r11 down all I 
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experienoe ••• it ie ao hard to hide these pagea. May a ~d power 
proteot them and. keep them in aafety, ao that one day I oan tive 
them to you, together with a ~•art of stone that was wrour,ht for you 
aeo.retly during days and daya and that 1 wore for a long time. 
Perhap1 these pagea will aurvive me, and some 1tranr,er will brin~ 
them to you. 

The most beautiful flower• on my tomb, the tomb 
of my remembranoe, for who dies here has no material grave. 

I have grown older. My templea are turning 
grey and age is changing my features. I SOG\etimes notioe it when I 
look at myself in the small mirror of the •••broom. I am only 36 
years old, but~ •• most of us, my hair turning grey ••• "silver threads 
among the gold, •• in the song. 

22 November 1942. 

I must tell you something that shocked me so 
much today; I don't know myself why. 

It ii Sunday. He are standing on the roll call 
court and are waiting for the order to march out. Beside us· a few 
hundred Russians, or rather Ukrainians are led up. The two fi rat 
lines are ••• chi~dren of 11 to 15. Their small bodies olad in gar­
ments far too lar~e for them; their pale faoea with ohildiah, half 
joyful eyes, their voices sound like the lark•s song in a church 
yard. 

whimperir,g infant. 
impossible. 

Last Sunday someone led past me a dyin~, 
I had to turn my face away ••• ~1elp here is quite 

These children, these young fellows worked in 
Wurtenburg, near Ulm. Food there was so scarce that they starved. 
They escaped in ~roups ••• they wanted to return home. Instead of 
that they were sent here. Many of them are already dead. They are 
quite happy about here.,.they say that food her6 is better. They 
are quite happy about that, and that tells its own tale. Hearts 
must grow hard here, othe,rwise one would cry from morn till eveni :ir~ . 

8 December 1942. 

Today is already December the 8th . 
happens, only small, trivial thinRs• othine; 

At night, in bed l drew the blankets over my 
head, but I heard what somebody was sayin behind us. Hi friend is 
a litter bearer ••• the job doe~n•t move him .any lon•er. YeRterday 
a he was piling up the corpses, his a ttention was accidently drawn 
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to one face •• it was his brother. 

How he must have been shocked although he was 
used to handling corpses. Hia brother had come from another camp 
without his knowing it. 

Someone oame and pulled the blankets from my 
h ad. l t was a Polish friend of mine. He told me about a priest, 
a schoolmate of his. Here in Dachau thoy met again. The priest 
was suddenly t aken in to the Revier--that is the name they ~ive to 
the ho spital here, t o be experimented on. Research is be i n~ made 
here on boil s . 

26 priests of Polish anq C~ech ori gin died 
from t hes e 6xperimen ts . I n s pite of thi s, the work w3nt on j ust &s 
the one on malaria. 

The priest secretly sent a short note to his 
friend . The last sen t ence was not le ~i ble, for, as he himself said , 
he h~d 400 t empera ure. He -di d not ask for help because he knew 
al l was lost . He only prayed t hat a way be found to prepare his 
f amily for t he wors t . He wi ll be operated on Fr i day. 

The pr i soners are inocul ated wi t h t hese boils 
and then when the i ll nes s i s a t i ta hi he at point, they a pply the 
coun t er-measur e . They are experi.nlentinr, . 

Many hundreds will still di e in this way and 
we mus t l ook on, helpless and una ble to do anythin .e; . Bach one must 
see how he can escape death, today, this very hour . 

Tomorrow, tomorrow ctmnot be known. 

And day before yeste rday A.nother 300 invalids 
came i n. It wns Sunday, a nd , as I was a t work , I did not see them . 
People told me they were mere l y livinr, corpse s , and those who saw 
them thought that within two days more than half wo uld be dead . 

Another f r iend made me very sad today . His 
wife , whom he lovos and who loved him, left his pare n t s a nd her 
child and went to another country . He doesn ' t know why . Vould it 
be to work? 

He is weak and sensitive. I nm surprised that 
he is sti ll a live and ,ow t his ha ppens to him. 

It is like an illnes s . The wives outside get 
ti red of waitin r. and claim divorce . Now the men don't receive their 
wi ves and children are l ost t o them, and with thu. t , all ideals, all 
h.o l d on life. 
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Just now a friend who works beside me told me 
that his father died. He was buried with full military honors. Now 
the moth~r doesn't want to receive any more news from her son as he 
bears a part of the responsibility for hie father's death. What do 
these outside think we are ~ •• we here inside the o&mp? In fact, I 
know it has been apread about that only the most dangerous subjects, 
traitor• and the like, among those the most severe cases, remain 
looked up here and in other camps. If only they saw us here, if only 
they knew, They think that a ff!JW hundred people are still interned. 

But only here there are always between 8,000 
and l~,000 men. In spite of the deaths, the number always remains 
about the s8Jne, as the Gestapo is working day and night. There are 
camps we have heard about that oontain between 20,000 and 100,000 
prisoner,, men and women. 

It is a real shame. In othe r camps so many 
more die. Proportionately, few die here, on an average of 10 a day. 
That i s being very cautious, but it g-ives a. fri ghtening total: one. 
100.n out of every three has to die within t he year. 

10 Dec em her 194;2. 

Yesterday, I saw a~in thin me n creeping out 
of the front room of our oorracks. They had stolen potato peelings 
out of the dust bln and filled their pockets with them. They were 
old and young men. Hw1~er hurts and the majori ty haven't the will­
power to master the gnawing of the stomach. 

But, as compared to other camps, tlis is 
heaven. One of our pr i s oners comin~ from Mauthausen told me today 
that there they had daily from 40 to 50 casualties out of a total 
of 4,000 to 6,000 men. On a certain winter day, the number went 
up to 180. 

Only those who have lived and seen all ~1at 
can believe that. 

17 December 1942. 

Actually, instead of many guards, we often 
only have 2 SS men, each with his Al satian bloodhound when we march 
back to oamp after work. Howtirnes chan~ei Before, when we were 80 
men, we· had 18 guarrls , now we are 150. Man becomes scarce. 

19 Deoember 1942~ 

the camp. 
of thin,;s. 

They say that t here are 3 cases of typhus in 
If that is true, we can still expect to witness all sor t s 
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20 December 1942. 

Two men died today in th• oamp from typhu1. 
It 11 1aid 4 other, oaught the illne1s, Russians and Italians. 

ThoH nationals are oooped up in large nabel'I 
in th• barracks and therefore haYe lice, the greatest agent, ·or pro­
pagation ot the illnH1, 10 that aany ■ore oa1e1 oan be expected. 

They are di1intecting. Can that be of any use? 

Y•1terday, or the day before, Si1ter Pia wa, 
in oaap. They ••id she was ■oYed by the oondi tion of the Polish 
prie1ts. In one year, 800 ot about 2,000 ■en died. Th~t 11 counting 
too littl•J 1,200 could haYe died. They all look like 1keletone. 
One ot the b11hop1 al10 died. 

On pity& When and how will I at last be able 
to •tell all to youl But how oan I find words to do itl 

21 December 1942. 

The inmates had to run nude to the baths and 
had to return naked. (Thie 11 in the end of December). Sanitary 
ua1ure1. they oall it& 



In addition, the camp was oontrolled for lice. 
600 men were infected by lice. All their personal belongings were 
dieinfeoteda ahirta, ooata, blankets, everything . Does it help? 
Perhaps ••• 

During the winter of 1941, in Jauuary, I atood 
naked among 600 men for one hour on the roll call court to be cheolced 
like animls whether we were tramtportable to the oamp of NenegaD11ne, 
who,e climate and work and conditi ons of this oamp destroyed man so 
fast that time ~nd a gain they had to get new slaves from Dachau and 
other camps. 

22 December 1942. 

· One of the former block leaders is said to be 
hospitalized i n the Revier. I t isn't such a long ti~e since he l eft 
for the front. We called him the "Hamburger", a giant, brutal fe.ce, 
only 20 years old, paws like those of a rhinoceros. Only a year ago 
or maybe it was this year, he beat a man to death, because this man 
had eaten potato peelings , but· he did not kill him slowly, as is 
ouatomary; no, he killed him with one blow of his fist. He was too 
weak, the other too strong. He was also one of those who took plea­
sure in horse-whippings . Many have already been killed by him or 
have been hastened to death a t the whipping plaoe . 

They say that he lost one hand and one leg. 
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Fate had caught up with him if it is true. Now he oannot either beat 
or kick anymore. I wonder if his heart has changed too. 

2~ December 1942. 

O,u· hospital, the Revier, has been put under 
quarantine. The si~k ward is now in the bath room. Typhus now 1eem1 
to be getting serious. We went to the baths to bathe. A transport 
of invalids had arrived. On many of the invalids, the shoulder 
blades stuck out like wings. They did not wa.lk ••• those who could 
keep themselves erect dragged their feet absent-mindedly. 

I thought of the timo when I D1y-self returned to 
this camp. What a wonder that I am still alive. 

I was talking to a friend today. Some years ago 
he left with a transport to Mauthausen. There were 1600 of them. Now 
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aft r nine n1f.'uths, be too re urn d, aa in e.nott.er world. Moro dead 
tha n alive, he was ••• he and the romalnine nineteen men. That mo~1s 
that 20 men r . ti.ind ou of 1600. Yes, DA.i:,hau is , in srit of 
ev-erythine;, the gold n r:amp. 

26 December 1~42. 

Our firs . ~olid~y. We had to ride naked at 7 
o'clock . Naked , wo had to run 250 yards to thfl b&tha, holdint>, our 
eating equ pment in our hands. We stayed fo 7 hours in tho he.the, 
naked , but the pl c wns heated. W were diajnfected~ Af er 7 ho rs 
we re urned to our bl0Cks. fhe irri ai inr, gas her~ hurt our eyes ao 
tha t we had to go outside again. The 'oorracks had been cassed for 
delou11 ing 

The entire nir)lt we were forced to sh p wl.th 
windows op~n, but our yes were watery, our heads ached. A ~urious 
holiday , our first ChriatmaR day . 

Today thy told me about Russia. One of rrry 
friends was en eye -witness . In t} i6 town lived about 350,000 Rus­
ala ns, of whom 90, 000 Jews. They were driven out of the city, 
dres sed only in shirts , in wi nte r , in unbea re. le cold . There th6} 
had t o dig graves, wome n , men a nd c h1. l dren. They we r e f o r c ed to 
stand in f r ont of them. Then they we re mowed down by m~ohi ne ~uns . 
They were pushed into g raves, livinr, or dead , it di dn 't ma t er a nd 
were covered with earth. He said tha t i n a.nother Til lage, they 
brought the people to a JtTWi ah c emetery, and then when they we r e 
herded together, the cemetery was bl own up . This i a the n ews from 
outside wor ld . I t isn' t pretty, but ore di le, for we know the ir 
me t hod s. 
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STATEMENT OF E.H. 
I was detained 9 month• under 1peoial arre1t 

in BunJcer 11 in the men•• oamp. Durin~ this time I ocoupied Tariou, 
oelh. When I went to the door and •poke through the •py hole I 
oould Tery e 1ily talk to my oell neighbor, through thi1 •py hole 
I could al10 1ee a part of the corridor. In thi1 way I got exaot 
knowled~e of what went on habitually in the "Bunker". For a lo~ 
time I had as a neighbor lurt Muller. It waa th11 man•• job to do 
all the current 1ecretarial work and to keep a liat of pri1oner1 up 
to date. One iuue of thil lilt went to the poli tioal aeotion, the 
other remained in the pri1on. Regularly twice a week, usually 
Tuesday and Friday, a ooami11ion appeared. Sometime, theN were 
delays 10 that they 1ometi•• cue on Wednesday or Saturday. Fro■ 
16th October 1942 to June 26th 1943 I believe I wa, under apeoial 
arrest "Konua. Arr". In all thh tirr.e it happened only once that the 
oommisaion was 12 days without coming. 

Thia oammi11ion oon1i1ted of, 88 Haupt1tunn­
fuhrer Aumeier, 88 Ober1tunu'uhrer Schwar,, SS Oberaturmfuhrer 
Grabner, and aeoretariea of the political departaent. These changed, 
There was alao 88 Ober1turmf'uhrer Laohmann (I am not aure of this 
name). He u1uaUy wore mufti and a hunting hat. He al II o had a lame 
leg. Hi• plaoe wa, in the first of the political aection. Thi• 
Laohmann carried the list of Muller•• in hand. They went from oell 
to oell and had thea opened. I followed the prooeaa by ear and al10 
watched through the peephole. 

Eaoh time a oell was opened the prisoner had 
to giYe his name. Lachmann examined hi1 li1t and •truck the name 
off. It happened el10 that the prisoner was asked how long he was 
in "Ioaun. Arrest". It was always All!leier who put this question, 
a, he was chief of this group. I have neTer heard any other ques­
tion being put. I haTe nner heard a pri1oner bein~ questioned aa 
to the reason of hi• ar~est. Neither have I ever noticed that 
apart from Muller•• list, they had any other papera or files with thn. 

After the oallin of the name Hauptaturmfuhr•r 
Ataeier •houteds "Stay in or oo• out" • .la the man came out, A1.1Deier 
deoided •right" or "left". Thia indioation was meant for two 1en­
trie1 of the polit. seot. who kept watch. These saw to it that the 
prisoner, placed th•aelTea oorrectly. Ocoaaionally, AU111eier also 
said to a prisoner oomint out: "I aa sending in pension". Oooaaion­
ally he also would •tart abusing them. Hi, faYorite term wa, 
"Bottle fly". The expNuion "Notified for pwiilhment 1 or 2" I 
haTe neTer heard. Al10 I have neTer noticed any discussion about 
the prisoner, among the member, of the 0011111i 11ion. Though I have no• 
tioed that when they had finished with ·one win& of the buildin, 
the name, of those who were to stand to the right or the left wore 
read through onoe more. Then uaually n 9W changes would take pl ce 
from right to l eft and oppoli te. 
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By these ohanges there was aome talk in the 
00D11.isaion, but I oould not hear what was being said; I soon notioed 
that the priaonera who were plaoed on the left were all aent for 
execution. I got to know it in thia way, as those I knew who wer• 
placed on the right used to aend me regard• from the oamp, while I 
heard from the above-ment i oned Muller that those who were plaoed on 
the left were shot. Onoe I saw the execution ~yaelf, from a cell 
on the oourtyardeide, where I was by aocident. The men oame naked 
in the yard and had to plaoe •hemselves on four rows, one just 
behind the other, infront of the blaok wall and the faoe turned to 
it. The women kept their panties. Then the posta fired. It did 
not make much noise. '!he men fell in~o a heap. Th~ next batoh had 
to plaoe themselves in front of them and it went on like that till 
the day's work was over. Dr. Kitt attended these exeoutlons as 
phyaioian. He was a tall spare man, and I am muoh mistaken if it 
was not Dr. Kitt. · In one oaso he found that a man was still li Ting. 
The seatry came back and gave him another shot in the neok. On the 
whole there were up t.o 40 prisoners at each execution. Sometimes 
there were only 6 or 8. The whole prooeas of olearing out the Bunker 
went on faat; it lasted abou t 1/2 hour. 

While prisoners were leaving one oell, the 
next was already opened. It la hard to say what reasons were there 
for the executions, though it struck me that prisoners who had••­
caped were always executed. Those men oould be recogni&ed by the 
faot that they were brought in without shoes or socks. I should say, 
under reserve, that the people exeouted in t;.his clearing out were 
thoroughly healthy, power i~l men of all ages up to 40. I have 
seldom seen aick or weak people. The sick, even lat~ in the eveninr, , 
were taken to hospital and nursed till restored to health. I oan 
remember oases where such men, thoroughly oured were then sent to be 
executed. For inatanoe prisoner Gralla. He was a Gennan from Katt­
owit&, a construction or meohanioal engineer. I am myself a witness 
that Oberaturmfuhrer Aumeier t.old hims "Ha, Mr. Gralla, I am sending 
to pension." Muller has also confirmed his death to me. Thia Gralla 
ie not to be mistaken for his cousin, Dr. Gralla, who la still alive. 
Conoerning the suppression of witnesses, I remember the following 
case, On Whitsunday 1942, a nll!lber of "capos" were arrested on a 
char e of jewel smuggl ing. Amon~ them a prisoner whose chriatian 
name was "Gust av. •1 He worked, I believe, in a car or ammunition 
factory. I seem to remember that he was from Hanburg. Age about 40, 
stature small, sag ,ing. He had made stat ements aga i nst members of 
the SS and tried to get other prisoners to do the same. 

These were very angry and would not do it. 
Two of them hanged themselves. The others were released and are at 
present soldiers. The talkative Gustav was shot. With these men 
wa s also a "capo" with Jugo as his christian nnme, from the r,ipsy 
oamp. He sti 11 talked to me shortly before "Gustav" was shot. The 
commission had then its usunl membership. Under reserves If I 
remember ri htly the command i ng officer, SS Oberatunnbannfuhre r 
(Leutnant Colonel) Hoss was at various times present at the rocess 
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of olearing out the bunker. I oan enn remember one detini te oaae. 
8oa•t1• in llaroh 1942 I heard then hie voioe in tront or my oell 

I 

door and saw him throu~h th• peephole. While by all other clearing 
I b I 

out• they also opened my oell, th11 time 'mf door remained oloaed. 
I knocked on the door, 10 aa to be •bl• to speak to him. The door 
was not opened though. I only beard him a1k1 "How 11 H?" Later on 
Gehring told me that the c.o. showed great interest in me, but he 
would not open the door and he laughed deri1ivelyJ witne11 of this 
oaae 11 the Pole, Maria M. who in tho•• days 1hared my oell. I re­
member quite. definitely that this took place at one of the usual 
olearing outs and that I had followed the fonning up of the men to 
right and le_ft through ay peephole. Ober1turmtuhrer Sohwar& wa1 Hid 
to replace u1ually the c.o. of the oomm1,1ion, t.he prooedure itaelt 
was supposed to be ordered from Berlin. ' 

These "auiker clearings" had nothing to d~ 
witla other exeoutiona. So-called "•migrant•" were also executed. 
Th••• were men, wa:aen and even children ot all ages. They oame 
without exoeption late at night in the camp and were looked twelve 
and more in one-man oella. Ono• 16 •o•n were looked in with••• 
They bore the traoe1 of a long Journey on thema they were dusty and 
dirty a they had luggage and crockery with them. 

,Th••• entrance• were not put down by Muller, 
the 1eoretary, on hie bunker's list. They also received special 
treabnent, receiving for dinner a double ration and warm foods thil 
never ooourred in the oamp. These transport•, called in oaap slang 
"get through or heavenward•" transports were usually ehot in the 
early morning at 4150 or 5 a.m. before we aroae. 

The nmber of these tranaport1 varied between 
l~O and 160 people or more. Sometimes there aleo were smaller trans­
port•• I oonaider absolutely exoluded that from these transports 
men were ever ohosen to perform at firat sane work in the camp 
(postponement of execution). I have never noticed that either in 
the evening or the morning an interpreter was present to question 
those people who did not understand any German. Alao in some oases 
they had to ~o through a quarantine cell on an upper floor, before 
they went in camp, or to go to Block 2. But thi1 was never the 
oaae in my time. Moreover their whole luggage remained in the cell 
and was fetohed after the execution. It never ooourred that there 
was a choice made among this luggage. Apart from th••• eaeoutiona, 
there were also ao-oalled ptmiahment exeoutiona. Should anything 
grave ooour - an evasion was considered a grave enough case - then 
out of every team of workers a few would be taken out, without any 
sort of choice. 

These men would be looked in, still in their 
working clothes, would not be put down on the entrance list and then 
on the morrow shot at 4130 or 6. I can still remember that once 
a prisoner who worked as a ohimney sweeper was locked in and shot 
then in his typical working olothea. Oberstunnbannfuhrer Grabner 
or Laohmann was always present at those executions. 

Once I was myself taken to executi on. Though 
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I oan•t say TTith oertainty if in this oase it was a "clearing out". 
It W&f! a Thursday at 8 or 8130 a • .1:1. I was sick: and still asleep. 
In the cell with me . were Mari&M. and Rer,ensoheidt. As I slept I 
hadn't heard whether other cells had been opened or not. Ober­
soharfuhrer- Gehrie;e appeared and aaid 1 "H, ~et ready, you are oin r, 
to be ahot. 11 My two oompanions helped me dres • Outside in the 
oorridor we~e 8 to 10 men, some of them in ohains. Ape.rt from 
Gehrig~ was a man called Porzel or some such name, nickne.med the 
"devil", a ftnf members of the political seotion and a strikin ly 
great n\.Dllber of sentries vii th rifles. We walked o t of the prison 
build i n, down the camp alley, 1 at the head as the only woman. 
Suddenly Grabner and Aumei er who had not been there, met us. They 
were shocked at seein me, and made everyo ne go back. I suppose we 
were on our way to the execution place No. 2 that lay near the fonner 
administrative buildin ~s. Oberstunnbe.nnfuhrer Grabner called me an 
hour later and told me the whole thin~ was a joke of Obersch~rfuhrer 
Gehrige. Death certificates were made out for the men shot in the 
olearin~ out. Aslwas in char e of their effects, and had to send 
their belon ~ings t o the survivors, those documents came through my 
hands. Fo r instance on a given days 8102 a.m. Miss X died of typhus; 
8107 a.m. Mrs. Y died of appendicitis. I remember exactly the case 
of three ernan girls, known to me, who were placed under arrest on 
the authority of the politioal section, and never came out, cer­
tainly did not go to the hospital, as we could make sure of. A 
oertificate of natural death was made out for them. (I.cannot remem­
ber at present the names of those concerned). No mention wae ever 
made for the reaaona of their arrest. For the so-called emi gro.nts 
such documents could not be established, because t he prison only 
plaoed the people from transport in the calla but did not have their 
names. At any rate, so Muller assured me. Apart from shooting in 
"Kommandantur Arrest" ther were also hun er, thirst and injections. 
While I occupied a cell close to the "standing cell", or was myself 
in the standi ng oell, the followin German citi zens died of hun era 
Herbert Roman, Heinrich Roman (they were no t related), Bruno Graf and 
an "Obercapo" from the s.mmuni tion factory. 

Herbert Roman was from Hamburg . The follo-y,i n 
oha.r e was laid a gainst hims he had ~one with a car into the women's 
camp to take a load of corpses and had taken this opportunity to meet 
a girl fro~ Hamburg, Mar ot Schmidt. Heinz Roman was supposed to know 
something of an attempted murder &P,ainst an SS sentry. The capo from 
the ammunition factory was supposed to have helped four Poles to es­
cape. Bruno rr rar was suppos ed to have robbed one chicken. These 
prisoners received food at first, then every fourth day, at the end 
neither food nor drinks, or the possibility of going to the t oilet. 

It was a real torture to hear them c ompla i ni n 
of thirst all thro Ur, h the ni r,ht. The Capo di ed first after some 14 
days. Then Bruno Graf died, after he had been him by the arms for 6 
}ours in the sun. Then followed Heinz Roman and at last He rbert Roman 
who held out for 40 days• I supposed that the men who spent the ni ~ht 
in the standin cell, and who worked all ctny l on , could a.t leas t 1~e t 
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him some wa tar.H.Stunnbanutuhrer At.neier &nd Oberstunnt'uhrer Grabner 
atood often in front of the 1t&nding oell. 

I often begged them, at least to libera+-.e 
those ·aennana from their 1uffering1, but H&uptatunnfuhrer A\llleier 
ann.ered 1 "The hound a must die"• Oberaturmtuhrer on the oontrary 
remained quiet. After their death I autfered ,:reat &n.xiety, because 
I had alway, in my ear, their voioea, complaining an~ at the end 
reduced to a whi1per. Alao the state of frightful thinne11, with 
long hair and beard, their corpaea were terrible to look at. I aaw 
thia when they dragged a corpse on the ground paat my cell door. 

Gehring quietened me later and gave me oigar­
ettes. By this he only wanted to probe my mind and learn if the 
others had told me anything, or told me to apealc about it. He also 
aaid1 "There ia no regret t.o be had about this lad, he was a great 
criminal". 

I myself witnessed onoe how Obersoharfuhrer 
Gehring killed a German who I do not know by name, with one single 
blow in the stomach or near the heart. A Poliah M.D. was busy 
placing a bandage on me, a~ I saw thi1, and saw the man carried away 
dead. The physician came back then, and just saids "Out". 

The injections were mainly carried out by a 
medical service man from the surgery section, by the name of Heinl. 
Once or twioe a month he oame to the aohool. There the prisoner, 
were shown to him. Those had swollen feet, either fran running bare­
foot or from the climate were call'ed out to the row. 

After the other had ~one to work, he gave them 
injecti ons, whereupon they fell dead. No doctor was present either 
at the injections or the death. Heinl acted quite independently. 

While I was in the K.A., 2 Czeck girls came 
temporarily into my cell. &th were called out one day and brought 
into the next cell. There they received from 2 SS I did not know 
but fran what they said, from the political direction, each an in­
jeotion. Death followed at once. I had never seen those 2 SS in 
the camp previous to this. The reasons for this actions are unknown 
to me. Before I camt to the bunker, Ins myself a witness to Heinl 
adnlinistering injecti?ns to 4 women and the 4 babies they carried 
at arm. Also here, de.ath was Lranediate. This happened in the 
women' s ho spi tal • 

In September 1942 a riot broke out in "Buddy" 
(nickname given to the school) betwe~n German and Jewish prisoners. 
All the Jewish women, 93 of them, were killed by the Gennan lllOmen. 
They struok them down sith stools, tables, boards or anything that 
came handy. Next day they lad dead in the oamp alley near "Buddy". 

The SS guard reported the proceedin ., to SS 
HauptSt.~uhrer Schwartz who oarried out the inq est. The ~ermans 
sa.id they ~eared the Jewesses would kill them, as the previ oUB ni ght 
the Jewesses had tried to kill the Gerzmn woman. To the question 
"who killed the Jewesses?" nobody answered at first. 

Then the SS aaid they wo uld not be punished 
if they re ported themselves, as they were only Jew~. ~lso a pros-

60 

..,.· 



11 

. 

I ,· 

I · 

I· 

I: 

I , 

pect of liberation was dangled before their eyes if they reported 
themselves. They went in the K.A. On Ootober 16th I oame myself in 
the K.A. They next day I spoke with the girls. They told me the 
whole story. They were told they would go to the artificial rubber 
works. They told me more about the riot; the chief of the Block 
of the punishment oompany (I can't remember his name at the present) 
had incited them to kill the jews, and the .SS had helped them to do 
it. They also told me that the night of the riot, the SS guards ·had 
thrown tiles on the Jews. A few days later, these grrls were fetched 
suddenly at 5130 or 6, and were brou~ht to chief of block 11 of the 
K.A. There each of them received an injection. "Injection Heinl" 
and two other SS I did not know were prooent. I cannot aay ,·,i th 
oertainty if Hauptsturmfuhrer Aumeier or Hauptsturmfuhrer Schwarz 
were also there. One of the 2 was there, which, I am not sure. 

I wa s aocidently in the next room, being ban­
da ged and ~ot knowled~e of the case in this way. The block ohief 
was temporarily arrested and then released again. Nothing further 
happened in this oase. "Injection Heint" whose name I do not know, 
has a face like a monkey, he walks with head bent, shoulders high, 
average stature. The prisoner Aurelia Reichert, No. 501, chief of 
the Revier oan ive further informat ion on this oase. Also the 
Jewish chief M.D. whose christian name was Enna. She was a pro­
tegee of Dr. Rode. It has been said that Dr. Rode :1;ave the ord~rs 
for these in jections . Variouspietures wer e now presented to me. 
They were pictures of the prisoner Herbert Rom&n. 

(Note of the instructor: Mre. H did .reco gnize 
the prisoner Herbert Roman without doubt1 as the var · ous photos were 
presented to her. This Herbert Roman is the man t hat died from 
starvation.) 

The two official books of the K.A. were now 
presented to me, to help my memory. After long considera tion I must 
declare that these books are not the ori ,i nal books of the K.A. I 
have seen t he ori inals myself. It w&s twice as bi~ as the 2 copy 
books put one a ainst the other and 3 or 4 fingers t hic~. The 
covering is black or dark blue. Also t he 2 copy books are not com­
plete. The -Y1omen, who were always in p; reat numbers in the K.A., 
were not menti oned. Many men we r e also missing, for instance one 

I 
Franz Kummel, who was twice in the K.A. towards the end of my deten-
tion, that is June 1943. He was block chief in the K.A. Further, 
I remember prisoners of whom I only remember t he ohristian name, 
and which are not written down, for instanc e Hu~ , Franz and Hannes 
( calfaotor in the K.A. ). Hannes and Fran, were locked up because 
they had at ni~ht opened up t he cells of the K.A. to permit to the 
male prisoners sexual interc ourse with the women. As I hea rd this 
happened becau se the 3 SS of t he K.A. 1 successors to Gehrine 
(possibly it was Ge hrin hi mself) took part i n this sexual inter­
course. 

In tie cas e of the aoove-menti on ed Gral l ~. the 
death mark , a c ros s . is mistiin in the copy oook. Names of othe r 
prisoners have now come back to met the men ~il led by ehr ing 
is Walter I altersoheidt 1 No. 15476. He is recorded as a oase of 
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1uioide bJ poi•on. on 23.3.•3• 

The oaH ot the 1uppNuion ot a w1 tne11 h 
Gu1taT Vaupel. The prhoner, ■entioned in th• first oopy book under 
th• naber trora 124649 to 12"661, arriTal date 9th or June 1943, 
6130 p.m., ·•,.. the priaonera who on the next day at 11130 a.■ • ••N 
shot aa a reprisal. The •nt date with 2130 P••• ia tal••• 

The &boT••aentioned ohlmey •weeper h ltanhlau, 
Bialek. Th• dead oro11 behind hie naae ii alao aiuing. I r•••ber 
further that one or the pri1onera who in-, ti• died on •tanatton 
in th• bunker wa1 a GeJ'll&D, Erioh lloae by naae, lfo. 19860. He be­
longed to tho•• who were inTOlTed in a j .. •l o•••• Th11 wa, said to 
be a purely 88 aatter. 

Other liat whioh h&Ye 1tuok on the I.A. li1t 
are, Bruno Brodniewioa, a Geran oitizen, oamp-,ohiet, brou~ht in on 
Deoember JOth, 1942, liberated on Maroh 26th, 1943. Be dhappeared 
after he left the bunker. Otfioially he waa ~ne to Muhlh&uHn. Th• 
rumor wa, apread in the oamp that he wai killed beoauae he knew too 
auoh. He oooupied onoe a oell next to mine. I talked w1 th hin and 
he told me without giYing detaill that, that he knew au about the 
terrific goinga-on in the oamp, and was arrested because he kn• too much. 

Hi• aucceaaor (Ludwig) wu hia chriatian name) 
disappeared aho. He wu brought in, I believe, in June or July 1944 
by Hauptaturmt. Schwarz. The diaappeare.noe ot a jeWiah M.D., Samuel 
Mishki, belong• to the aame type; he worked with Prof. Glanberg, 
thanks to special Berlin reoommendationa. Be appeared one day in the 
K.A. then waa directly taken by ambulance to the crematory and 
killed there. His Mme ia not in the oop;y book. Aa w1 tneu againat 
Hauptatunntuhrer Tauber (captain), the prisoner Richard Faustmann, 
No. 113666., may be called. He was brou,~ht in by Tauber himself• I 
have not found either in the copybook the names of Heinz, Willy and 
the ~rd from the clothes depot Canada who was brought in in April/May 1943 and shot. 

Hauptacharfuehrer Gehrine, administrator of 
the arrest place, struck the prisoners with fiats and keys. During 
winter, he would compel prisoners to go naked in the courtyard, to 
take exercises. When they were well warmed up, he ave them a shower 
with a hose. I Witnessed myself one of these cases, as I , by chance 
was washing at the time. Once in February an M.D. prest1nably Dr. 
Kitt, cam1t up and had Gehring iumediately arrested. Gehring confessed 
to me once about those ill-treatments, that for all he did, he had 
ordel'8 fran the poll tlcal section, and mentioned the name of Lachmann. 
I doubt just now whether it is really Lachmann (a small chap, with a 

rune leg) and not the crimi nal Secretary Ylosni tza, SS Unterachar­
fuehrer Kurt Mueller could be called as a witness agai nst Gehrin~. 

Untersharrfuehrer (sergean t ) Stiebitz, was 
known aa the greatest petticoat hunter in the camp. It was his 
char~• to teJce the men to the brothel. The prisoners concerned, who 
were with me in the hospital, such as Hilde Goltz, Anneliese, Peter. 
The a-bove-mentioned Sc~ja Re 0 enscheid t compla ined that he would peep 
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at them dur i ng the s exual inte rcour se. Baupts tu rmf uehrer Sohwarz 
was also menti oned a s equally curious . St lebet~ had an affair with 
the prisoner Annemarie Goerl itz. They once had a rend~ivous in t he 
clothes storeroom and Obereoharf uehrer Tau~r to l d me I must not 

• tell this to anyone. I was present mysel f whe n Oberstunnfuehrer 
'(Lt.) Grabner warned Annemarie Goerli h. He ad ded, "If it happens 
again you'll just aee •• ,l" -She was then sent, .wi t h her hair cut, 
to R•vensbruok. It was generally known in t he ca.mp that Stiebi tr; 
had intimate relations wi th a Jewish secret ary, Iberia Katja, This 
girl was also involved in the prosecution a ~ainst Untersoharfuehrer 
Pallitach. who celebrated orgies in the gipsy camp and was on this 
account condemned by the tribunal of Breslau, thanks to Sti~bit,. 
Katja was fetched out of the bunker after she had been 6 hours there. 
She pretends actually to be Aryan, but she came to the camp of Jews 
and I have seen myself her Jewish ident i f ication papers. I also 
know her Jewish bro t hers, who live i n Birkenau, 

As to ot her na.rne s , I a lso know Unt e r scha. r fue hrer 
He ueer, He was t he man who i nterrogat ed and struck Hild Lo auer, 
Re genacheid , e t c,, on the Stalin swiny. . 

SS Obe rscharfuehrer (ser ea nt ma jo r ) Boger 
called himsel f wi t h r eli sh " t he Devil . " Formerly I have ca lled hi m 
Fo r e l H also had this 'name i n the ca.mp. As I had been r elea sed 
two or th ree days f r om K. A. • Bo er called me , He a sked , "Do you 
know me? " I answered "Ye s ." "What is my name?" , he a sked. H6 t hen 
added, "I ata the devil . " Ho t hen asked me why I was interes t ed in 
the J('JW ess Zimmerspitz. He struck me wi t h full power under t ho chi n 
and in the faoe , ' so that I tumbled down . 

SS Obs turmfue rer . I a l ready met t he c.o . as 
I was brought i • Ausohwitz . lie or th e Ha up sturmfuehrer Schwarz used 
t o ask the newcom rs if the re we r e t pists amongs them, wha t eve r 
their profe s s ion . I gave mine a s a helper of a d~~.store , The M. D., 
Van Brodema;in wanted to have me fo r the hos pi ta.l, Obers t tinnfuehr.er 
Hoess t hen l e t secret ary Lan~enfels r ive me .a r oom al l to myself in 
Bl ock 4. A few days l a t r I wa s o rde r ed by Obersturmfuehr r ueller 
t o the c.o. becaus e an artisan wns wanted. 1 wa s r eceived i n t he 
house by the c.o•s wi fe, who in th e hal l showed ~ea car pet and asked 
me if I ooula mend it . l undertook the j ob and worked at it or t-wo 
days, Dur i ng this t iu.e I often s aw the C .o. cominr, and r,oinl! • He 
asked me if 1 we re H, and pu no o her q 1n stion to me. He rema r ked 
tha t pro p r ly he shou l d no 111 pl oy a polit i cal pri soner in his hou se, 
but his wi f e had var ious .'ohs fo r m • I t hen re pared two t a pes t r ies , 
a t apes ry c ush ion in si lk~ a car r u~ and various la n~e s . I liked 
to wor k i n t e C. O•s hour, e, a s f ar a s keepin~ up of the ent r ance l ists 
a.ll C'wed rr.e th e t irr.e . I still spt, n h nivht i n c n p. As l on , as l 
wo r ed in he hous e, I was fed th re. I at 1 ne in n room and the 
sarne food as I. C .o. himself . 

The food consisted of soup, entree , meat , ve~e­
a l es , and pastries or cakes , fr1i s l~d Rn<l coffeo . It was ex­

tremel ood and compnred favor bly i tr .e menu of 11 bit-!: ho 1 in 
peace iim , The two Je\,ish ta.1lor · { rls (whose nam s I forE:e t) who 

53 



,, 

worked 1n th• houH got the ••• tood. On• ot th• 1• •till &lift. 
I talked with her a tft day■ betore I wa■ ••nt to Muni oh. TheH two 
girl• worked tn,■ 19t2 onward,, until 3 or • month• ago, winterrup­
tedly in th• c.o.•a hou••• Where th• c.o. or hi.• Wife ■eoured . thil 
ama1ing quantity ot material or olothea, I don't know,•• th• c.o.•1 
wife went Tery plainly dre11ed, one oould ••y almo1t too plainly 
dre1■ed. The c.o. ■oon took a 1peoial interest in ••• It did not •trike•• ,t tint, but ay tellow pri1onera ■oon droye to my notice 
to the taot that the c.o. •• stti·tingly interested in ■e. The c.o. 
had me oalled to him eaoh ti• he oam in the oamp, or h• oaae hi■-
•elf to th• plaoe where I worked. 

Be talked ot busines,, but laughed. at the 
Hae time in a partioular way. I annered in the ■ame way beoauH 
I ■u1t oonte1■ that I liked hi• a, a 11an. Apart from the frequent 
bu1ine11 talk•, he clid all he oould to t&Tor 11• and make m;y deten­
tion lighter. In the tir1t ~oom I oooupied there were three other 
women. A• the c.o. learned thia, he ordered Haupt1turmfuehrer 
Aumeier to prepare a 1peqial room tor ■eon ·the floor ot Blook •• 
I oould decorate th11 •1th my own tumiture and real carpet,. On 
weekends I got a furlough on pan,le and oould alao moTe about treel;y 
in the town of Au1ohwit1 and oould -1t&y out the night. In these 
o•••• I used to sleep in the buildings ot the 1tatr, outside the 
oamp. The c.o. alao ■aw me often aolce, which waa forbidden to 
pr11oner1, and neTer Hid any-thin~• When I wanted to hide the 
cigarette, he told me not to trouble. I alao got permi11ion to haTe 
a peraonal cook and a maid tor my personal needa. Witneae tor thia 
ia SS Hauptatunnfuehrer Alllleier. On my birthday, a special teaat 
was organized tor me in the c.o.•a houae. The people in oamp be­
lieTed at firat that I was related to the c.o. and aeked me about it. 
The c.o. expre11ed his particular feeling• for me for the first time 
ae in May 1942, hi1 wife being out, I waa in his Till•, sitting by 
the radio. Without a word, he came to me and g&Te me a kiu. I 
was aurprieed and frightened, ••caped him and locked 'myeelf up in 
the toilet. There were too many ·obstaolea between .him and me on 
account of hie position and the faot that he waa married. From then 
on. I did not oome in the c.o.•1 houae a9y more. I ~•ported myself 
aa 1ick and tried to hide from him when he asked for me. Though 
he aucceeded time and again in 1'1nding.me, on thie ocoasione, he did 
not talk of the kiaa. I was only twice more in hie house before my 
birthday. by order. Then once on my birthday. Then he sent the SS 
Hauptatunnfuehrer Mueller to tell me that I was free on Sunday and 
I 1hould bathe. have my hair dreaeed, put on my beat olothea and 
call on his wife on Sunday a. At the end of September hi I wife told 
me I .need not come any more for the time be~ng, aa the c.o. was lick 
in Blelit& and she was with him. Two or three days later, the Super­
visor Drecheel took the work away from me. 

A fortnight later, I waa aent to the S.L. As 
reason, I waa told I had committed some infraction in the c.o.•s 
house. Thereupon I wrote a letter to t he c.o., another to his wife 
and another to his cook, the prisoner Sophie Stippl. In these. I 
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explained the .faot11 and asked them to t..ke no account of r1.1Dor1 and 
to do something for me. A• an answer the nert day at l 130 p.m. I 
wa1 tran■ferred to the Konunandanturarreat. Thia wae on October 16 
1942. On thi, day, I should have entered the hospital as Chemiat,' 
beoau■e a month before the deputy SS head M.D. had come in the oamp 
and had hinted at my 111:>era ti.on and removal to a hoepi tal on the 
Eaat F-ro~t. I pointed out that on acoount of my long detention, 
ay nerve• wouldJl't ■tand it. Then the M.D. aaid that .I mu■ t work 
in the 8S Ho1pital in Auaohwita. I was to train at onoe in the 
pri1oner1• hospital before I went into quarantine. Still on the · 
1ame day, about 8&30 p.m. Injection Heini came to fetch me. I re­
fused to work with Jnes■ea and remarked that I needed no training. 
Then oame the BS Oberaturmfuehrer Kraetaer and said I oould spend 
my quarantine in oamp, a■ I was quite healthy anyhow. During thie 
four weeks quarantine in oamp, I should train nur11e, prisoner, 
Gertrud Malorny. 'Thie I did. I was brought to the K.A. by super­
visor • aase. As we passed by the sentcy, she told hims "this one 
shall not come baok." No one could or would give me the reasons 
for my arrest. Until January 1943, I was quite well in K.A. Usually 
I had a one person cell, provided with a good bed and mattress. I 
had a table and a stool, could read, write and smoke. I wrote 2 or 
3 times to the c.o., through the political direction (SS Obersturm­
fuehrer Grabner) and asked for the reason of my detention. I never 
got an answer. During this time, SS Hauptaturmfuehrer Aurneier, SS 
Hauptaturmfuehrer Schwarz and SS Oberstunnfuehrer Grabner came oc­
ca1ionally to see me. They told me my case depended directly upon 
the c.o. I was all right. And then they would laugh. According 
to my recollection, on December 16, 1942, about 11 p.m. I was al­
ready asleep, suddenly the c.o. appeared before me. I hand't heard 
the opening of my cell and waa suoh fri°ghtened. It was dark in the 
cell. I believed at first it was an SS man or a prisoner and said, 
"What is this tomfoolery, I forbid you." Then I hea:-d "Pat" and a 
pook:et lamp was lighted and lit the faoe of the c.o. I broke out, 
"Herr Kommandnnt." Then we were both silent a long time. A11 I had 
composed myself, I thought &OJnething evil was afoot and asked•: ''What 
is wrong?" Then Hoess spoke his first words, "You are coming out." 
I asked, "Now, at once?" He answered once more, "Pst. ile very q iet, 
we'll talk it over" and sat at the foot of my bed. I remi nded him 
I had writ t en to hi m and why didn't I get an answer, and why was I 
under arrest?" He didn't answer this but asked if I wasn't all 
right, he had done everyth ing to improve my condition , and did I 
need anythin . Then he moved up slowly from the end of the bed and 
tried once more to kiss me. I defended myself and made some noise. 
He then warned me to be quiet, nobody knew he was there. I asked 
him how he had oome in and if no one had seen him . He told me he 
had oome throu~h the garden doo r and had unlocked the door himself. 

I was a~ain very irritated and told him that 
my liberation from prison huct been arran ed for the 16th of October 
and that I should have been working for a long time in the SS hos­
pital. He answered that my liberat ion was approv d, but he did not 
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know that I wae 1uppoaed to work in t.he 88 hoepi tal. H• anawered 
that he would t1ret haTe to look in the Mt1 beoau1e h• had been ill 
and thil wa1 hi• r1r1t tiae baok in the ouap and he o .. e directly 
to me. I a1ked him then why he oaae at night. I told hi■ that he 
oould eee • during the day in th• Ko111•ndanteur. I did not lo•• 
the idn of being exeouted. The 88 Ober•turmb&nntuhrer HoH told 
me I oould be quite unoonoerned. I waa under hi• proteot1on and he 
only oame to tallc alone without diaturb1ng J1e. H• aaked •• then 
why I wu alway• ao reae"ed with hi111. I tol~ hi11 that aa lomman­
dant, he waa tor me a reapeottul peraonality and t.hat he waa 
aarried. He eaid then I ~hould not worr,, that he knew what h• ••• 
doing. He requeated me to be his friand. Then he tried again to 
ki11 me and waa somewhat aweeter. During all that time I••• Tery 
anxious, listening and looking at the door that wa1 open, beoause 
I could not forget that somebody was staying outside. The lomman­
dant was not allowed to go alone in the camp. 'nlerefore I oould 
not believe that he oame alone to -me. I insisted •iain that he 
should go away. Finally h~ went away and told &e that I ahould 
think about it and that he woold oome baok. I said then "But 
pleaae not during the night." He olosed the door very quietly and 
one oo~ld hear the noi1e of boots from oell i6 where I was. I did 
not hear the outer ,gate olose or the front door. These doors were 
alway• ahut during the night. Two night• later, again a few min­
utes after 11 o•o~ook a1 he had told me, h• oame again. He asked 
me lf I had made a deoision. I said "Ho, I didn't want to" and I 
to~d him "All I wanted was to be released." He said then that he 
had prepared everything. He had arranged a nioe room in a very 
beautiful house. To my question aa to when I would finally be re­
leased, he answered that I would see it very soon. Then we had a 
very long talk for two hours on personal questions. He did not say 
anything about himself. He asked me about my life and my family 
sit~tion whioh were not in ay reoord1. At the end he tried again 
to,be friendly. I reaisted and ~•de him wait saying that the door 
wa1 open and that somebody oould alway, oome. He said that I ahould 
not worry that nobody would oome. I didn't let that influenoe me 
and he went away in a nasty temper. The following day was Sunday. 
In the morning he made a Bunker inapeotion. 'ftlen I had to go in 
another oell that one oould open and 1hut from the inside. It was, 
if I remember oorreotly, Cell 16• Some days later, he oamft again 
during the night. He asked then if he should go away. I said "no". 
He asked me what I had to say. I told him he knew what I had to 
say. Then he oame to me in bed and we had sexual intercourse. Some 
days later he oame again. This time he undressed himself oompletely. 
At midnight there was alarm. I think something was on fire eome­
where in camp. Outisde in the hall the light was turned on. One 
could hear the steps of Gehring. Hoes hid himself naked in ttle 
oorner behind the door and I hid the uniform in bed. During th••• 
moment• the light went on a. ehort time. 1Jehring looked throu~h 
the spyhole and put the light o~t· immediately. When everything 
was quiet, Hoss put his clothes on and went outside but oame back 
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100n and said he oould not go out of the oamp beoauee there wa1 too 
muoh movement. He 1tayed then with me until after one o'olook. The 
following times he did not undrese again. He just made himself 
comfortable. All in all we had 4 or 5 ni~hts of sexual interoourse. 
Hie interest in me did not seem to lag. We had later still ' aome 
oonveraationa together. I brought up the subjeot of my liberation 
onoe again. P.e said I had to have patienoe. He had started an in­
quiry against the Superintendent, Mias Hartman. When he came to me 
the following time, I asked oooasionally what would happen to me if 
he was dieoovered. He said I ought to deny it and asked me if I 
would do it. I swore silenoe. He gave me then the advioe if more 
was asked to say that a prisoner had come to me. I replied that I 
did not know a.ny prisoners. He thought he knew that more BS men and 
nice looking Capos had interest for me. Then he asked what I had 
with Fliohtinger. I told him that he had written me and that I had 
answered him telling him not to annoy me. Then he asked if it was 
an affair of a nice Capo. I described him as being small and not 
completely to my taste. His advice was then that I should indicate 
Fichtinger. I did not like to indicate Fichtinger but he thought I 
could do it quietly. For me nothing would happen if I had relations 
with a prisoner. He took a sheet of ~per out of his n0tebook and 
:i had to give him, in the light of his flashlight, · a written declar­
ation that I had acquaintance with the prisoner Frans Fichtinger. 
This paper he put in a small leather book. Hoss did not give me any­
thing but he lost once by me the strap of his gloves. A strap with 
a button where the Nappa is. This strap I keep in my luggage. 

Those conversations were the ocoaaion that 
during the night of the fire the prisoner SS mnn Eduard Lookhauser­
batrner w},o was in a cell near to mine (prisoners presenoe there sub­
sequently checked in priaon files) heard the sound of the boots on 
the pavement and looked outside his cell and aaw Hoss. but he had 
taken him for the Oberstunnfu.hrer_ Sohwar,. He spoke to me about 
him from cell to oell. During hia last visit. the Kommandant aaid 
he wanted to come back to me. But soon afterwards at the beginning 
of February I had a very severe attack. Always before it had gone 
away. I thought it was a gallstone attack. Thi s diagnosi1 was con­
firmed by Dr. Stassel, Bunlc~rdoctor. In the evening I had a second 
attack with terrible vomi tting . Then the prieoners doctor came. Dr. 
Dorin. After examination he told me carefully, "You are pregnant". 
The following day he o8Jne a ain and examined me thoroughly. He 
established the fact definitely that I was pregnant 8 weeks. He 
asked me who was the man. I told him I could not answer and asked 
him not to say anything about it. I urged him at the same time to 
help me. Therefore. the following day a janitor at the Bunker. I 
think Teresiak, handed me throu h the window two medicines. I took 
one. As I got terribl e pains. I threw the seoond away. Dr. Doring 
did not come anymore. After this att empt at abortion I was taken 
into a special cell of the dung on. which is a small dark hole and 
only very little air can pass into it. Otherwise it was quite dark. 
One can just s tand in that hole or stay on the knees to have a 
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change of the position. The next aorning when Gehring oue to fetoh 
me I waa completely naked a1 I had been wa1hing. Juat a1 I wa1 
finishing, Gehring took me alon~J he only allowed ae to put on an 
apron. 1Utneu of thi1 ii Rottenfuhrer Muller. I had to 1tay in the 
aboTe described cell all the tim~. I wa1 not told the reaaon. When 
I wa1 in the dungeon, 1 got terribly atraid and ,tarted crying for 
which Hannes had to pour seTeral buoketa of water on me. The rea10n 
why I cried ao terribly was beoauae there waa a dead body in the cell 
whioh I oould feel in the darkne••• I wa1 taken out ot that cell 
and waa put into the next one. Aa I continued orying once more 
aeTeral buckets of water were poured on me. The fir1t daya, I re­
ceived the normal quantity of intern•••' food. After that I only 
_ot some bread and coffee and each 4th day I received 1ome cooked 
rood . For a period of 9 weeks I had no pouibili ty to waah myself 
and the l~st 17 days there was no using the w.c. I had to do this 
in my cell. During the impriaoment I aaked Rottenfuhrer Muller to 
brin~ me some clothes as l felt very cold. He advised me to talk 
to Gehring. Gehrin turned up several times, opened the little hole 
and called "old cow, hyJterical oat", when I a1ked him for a drop 
of water. lie expressed surprise 1everal times that l had not died 
yet. (Note of interro~ator1 While talking of these things she be­
came rather exic ted. One can clearly see how terrible the reminder 
of this time affects here). As far as I can remember it must have 
been winter time when l was in that cell because Gehring ·gave orders 
to cutt off the &.team heat for my cell. About that time also Ober-

. sturmfuhrer Grabner and Hauptsturmfuhrer A1..1neier were in front of 
my cell. The door of my cell was not 4u ite olosed which enabled me 
to see those two. I c c ld also hear that they spoke in front of 
Herman Roman's cell and when Roman asked them to save his life, 
A\.alleier just replied, "you will die you do~." I had to vomit and 
felt better after t hat. Af t er my release from this special cell, 
I asked the nei~hbor of the nex t cell how to :mna~ an abortion. 
This was a bout Apri_l or May in 1 943. Miss (Mrs ) Re enscheidt told 
me o r,et holtl of a lonr, needle with which I should open the ovary 
and put i reen soap inside. The a bove-mentioned Kurt Muller brou ht 
me those t hin~s alon~ as I told him I needed it for my washin. 
With the s ppo rt of a mirror I star ted tryin it with the res ult 
that I l os a l ot of bl ood an the spot became rathor swollen. The 
whole trial was without any res lt. I be l ieve i wa s the 26 of June 
when I was released, the ve ry same day when t he e~eo uti on o the 
Jewess Zimmera pi tz to ok place. When Aumeier .,ave the order to ,e t 
out, I also ente r ed the orridor. Ober~tunnf hre r Grabner when he 
saw me said, "for hea ·, ns ke that is N" and I waa sent back into . 
the cell. To Auneier he s a i d, "she will be sent be.ck into the camp ." 
This order was iven y e ommander . She will be sent to Budy 
as Bl ockalteste (in ohar~e of barracks ) . Instead of that I was 
sent be.ck into he ?lnishment company where Ober1cha r uhrer Ta 1be r 
r ece i ved me. He said I "'ot hare by s ecial order of the ooilll!a.nder 
and ld ha.v all a vanta ~oa . I ,ot into t he hos pi t,al where I re-
c i ved s oroo hint wni cn mana . a e a bo rtion. Io the puniahm nt 
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company I was allowed then to stay in bed for ten or twelve days. 
After Ill)' oonvaleaence I worked 3 months a, a janitress. After that 
I waa in ohar~e of the kitchen and had to ~o into the hospital again 
on account of bronchitis. Before my releaee I got typhua. Ever 
ainoe I am in th• hospital waitin~ to be transferred to Munich. On 
the 12th of July I was eupposed to be sent to Munich aa the whole 
hospital was cleared out. That ~aa in 1944. Only five old jewiBh 
women and myself 1taye9-. Obersturmfuhrer HeaBler intended to put me 
in the dungeon until l was sent to l!Wlioh. When I refused he r,ot 
order frcmi the commander that I w-Hl be taken into the new barracks 
for the time being. While there the civilian employee, Dr. Gobel, 
of the Glau berg ata ion, rJlVe the order that I shall ·have to be 
aent to Birkenau for gae. In fact I was put to gether with the 

_other Jewish women into the car, but in the very last moment the SS 
man in ohar:r,e of the Glauberg station oame and gave order to bring 
me back again. The clerk of the hospital office, the internee 
Adolf Laatsch assured me that Dr. Gobel put my name as the firs t 
one on the l i st of thos~ who &?"6 ~oinr, to paas the ~as chambers. 
I atill have to point out that in the presence of Prof. (Hauber , 
and the Camp Comnander I had to meot Cr. Doring. No body else wa s 
present. I was asked whether I knew Dr. Dorin~. This question 
was put to me by the Camp Con1T1ander, ~r. PAI.er. Dr. Dorin ~ r,ave me 
a si gn not to say anything and answered, "No, I do not know this 
womarr", and I agreed that I did not know him. After this meetinv, 
I immediately said to Prof. Glauber~ and the doc t ors that I did 
reco~nize Dr. Doring. Prof. Glauber g asked me why I did not say 
ao before. I replied that I did not know the purpo se of this 
meeting and Dr. Doring immeido.t ely had sai d that he did not know me. 
Fifteen minutes later I wrote a not e t o Corrrnander Hoes telline him 
about the meeting and declarat ion. A second note whi ch I sent to 
the Commander said that Prof. Glauber refused to t ake me in t o the 
new s t ation and I asked for orders f r om him. Two or three days 
later, Hauptscharfuhrer Kle.usen was sent to me by tie Commandeir t o 
ask me whom I ~•ve those letters to as he did not receive same. 
Klausen advised me to hand him all the lett e s whi ch I wanted to 
eend to the Commander so as to be sure that t hey would reach their 
destination. Arter that I was asked by the Commander to s t ate any 
special wishes I had about food. I was allowed to wri e them on a 
list. I did so and it was si ened for · a ~reement by t he Commander. 
The meeting wi th the Commander Hoss- in the presence of the SS Jud ge 
Unterstunnfuhrer Wiebeck t ook place as follows I I wa s a sked by 
Wiebeck what enabled me to say that the Commander knew who was wi th 
me in the dungeon. I lau~hed, and t he ComITlan tler sai d t a t thi s was 
quite unclear to him. He got ra t her ~xci ted and put his hand on the 
bed to steady himself. He confirme d also tho. I behaved very de­
cently and that I had been kept in t he dun~eon f o r y own rotoc­
tion. He di d not know anythin , as to why I was kept i nt a l it le 
hole. To the con rary, he accused him f0 r n vin , sa i c I\ • hint 
to him a bout hat . V,hen I wa s toln that i • J ar ary 1 ~43 Hosr. r e ­
fus ed my relea se f rom camp on account of vory bad behavior , l di d 
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not ban any declaration tor that. About the fttare which 1 had in 
connection with ay traneter to Munioh, 1 spoke to ■y tianoee, the 
already aentioned Fiohtinger. He adTieed •• under all oiro\llletanoee 
not to mention the oollll&llder•• naae. I wae also oaretul enough to 
put J11Hlf under pe7ohiatrio oare tor • period or 6 w"k•• Th• 
oertitioate about this trom the Polish oMp dootor u well •• the 

. written diaries about enrything that happened are in t.he poHeeeion 
at Fiohtinger. I aleo nnt to eay that onoe I listened to a talk 
between eneral intern•••• ·.;he DUtee ot who■ I do not know. They 
said that they were kNping a hiding plaoe together with some IS 
men where they got some Tery nluable thing•• torei~ money, ,:old 
and eilTer, which thay want to take along after the olearing out 
of Cuap A.uechwi ts. Some of that etaff •• 1uppoeed to be in a houH 
which wae lett alone and wae 11 tuated on the -1 to lllmen1e. I 
myeelt know the houee by talk but I do not know where in thi1 area 
the 1tutf 11 kept. The other part of tho• Taluable thi~s are 
1uppo1ed t.o be undemeath Block No. 2 in the men•• oamp. 

Waite of textile11 The textile• were stored 
in NTeN.l b1.rraok1 of which I only know two. Those have been 
olear,d out. Thoee barraok1 were full to the ceiling with clothes. 
fure, 1uitoa1es, bag• and boota. ill those things were kept there 
for euoh a long time and without any care being taken that the 
rata apoiled them untilthey becCJDe unusable, with the result that 
they had to load all that atuff on .truck• and carry it to the cre­
matoriUD to be burned. Hauptaoharfuhrer Effinger was responeible 
for that. He ueed to alwaya drink and fool around with wcmen all 
the time. When I left Auschwitz. the textiles were stored in stone 
building• and the intern in chart• told me the same thing was 
happening as it did before. I eaw them burn great hills of valuable 
auitcases. leathenrare. and boots wlich were spoiled from the wetness. 

Raven1bruok1 I haye been in Ravenebruok •• 
from the 6/12/41 until 24/3/42. During that time I saw many oases 
of cruelty and very bad tr~atment against internee■• I saw the head 
woman guard, Mandel. when she -sent doge against the internees. 
Thoae internees were wounded and iJl\lllediately sent into the punish­
ment canpany. No oare was taken about them and the majority died 
there on account of their own wo,unds. 67 of the 1000 internee, who 
were traneferred from Ravenebruok to Auechwi~z were still aliTe at 
the time or my depa·rture. Those 67 can be used •• w1 tnesses. The 
politioal department of Ravenabruok was supposed to have a special 
cell in the dungeon into which no air could come. lntemees who 
would not oonfea1 were kept in here. Slowly water was let in it and 
when it wae right up to the head. the internee would ask through 
the little hole once more if they would oonfese. If he refused more 
water was let in untll he drowned. Irmgard Ludwig who is still alive 
offered hereelf as a witness. She said that she h~d seen a dead 
body floating in the a.ell. ilao the internee who had to do all the 
cleaning in the dungeon and was transferred with me to Au1chwitz told 
me when we were together in the hospital that things were like that. 
-6he also said that there was• ~uard woman named Mandel who used to 
beat internee, in the cells after some oloth was pu t in fr ont of the 
eye, to keep them from seeing. 
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SPECIAL CASE REPORTS 

Some of the more outstanding oaee. report• are 
sunu.ri zed belows 

SCHILLING1 Kurt Karl 1 Dr. 
Dr. Schilling waa apprehended by thia detaohment 

to aeoertain hi• oonneotion with the wriou1 ■edical experimental 
1tations of the oarop. He retireQ fro~ the practice of medicine in 
1932. He had been. for many year,, Profes1or ot Pariaitology at the 
Medical School of the University of Berlin, and for the past 20 years 
had been particularly interested in ffl&l&ria. In 1936• he was 
summoned by a Dr. Conti. Miniater of Health• to appe&r personally 
before Himmler. Schilling stated he was ordered by Himnler to pro­
ceed to the Dachau Concentration Camp for the purpose of research in 
an attempt to find a method of specifically iumunizing individuals 
•~inst malaria. Thia he did since 1936, and in this period of time 
he. inoculated some 2,000 people wi ttl malaria. 

WIEll:CK1 Gerhard 
Subject is an 8S judge holding the ra'Uk of 8S 

Oberatul"llfuhrer. Subject 11 a lawyer by proteasion and in thi1 cap­
acity 1ecured employment with the State Polio• in Berlin. where he 
remained until 1940. In 1939, he attained the rank of Untereturm­
fuhrer in the Allr,emeine SS because of his poaition on the Help 
Crimea Commi11ion. In February 1940• Wiebeck was traneferred to 
~affen SS aa a 1oldier in Prague, and became an 88 judge in Novhlber 
1943. As an SS judge, subject waa charied with inveati~tion of all 
crimes oomr..i tted by SS men and from thia point of viaw haa much in­
fo nnation to offer concerning SS men. 

Wll.TER1 Wilhelm - SS Ober1charfuhrer 
Subject beoaine member of the NSDAP and the SA 

in 1932. He joined the 6S Totenicopf unit, Dachau in 1936. Welter 
was arbeitadienstfuhrer in the concentration camp. He was very 
brutal and was aooueed of killing many prisoners and prisoners of 
war. For one-half year, subject was also in oharge of the Fried.­
richshafen branch of the Dachau Cono~ntration Camp. In 1945 during 
an interview with SS Gener~l Pohl on the camp grounds , he .was trans­
ferred to the Russian front, consequently wounded and returned to 
Germany to train the HJ Bir sau, Allgue. From there he made a trip 
to Dachau on 7 May 1945, and was apprehended 9 May 1945. Subject's 
interro~ation revealed the hideout place of 300 higher BS offioera 
in the mountains. 

SCHUSTER, Heinrich, Joha.nn 
Subject was an inmate of the Auschwitz Concen-
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tration Caap from 1942 to January 19.f6. ftlere he ••dated the 88 
dootor• in the hoapital ward•• Be••• aoouaed of eingling out other 
internee• for the gaa ohuber dHpite the faot that he had only 
•tudied tor 3f y.ara and waa not a dootor. In January 19.f6, he waa 
tranaferred to the De.ohau Conoentratton Caap •her. he again Tol un­
teered to work in the hoapital. Sohueter waa arreated after tran,­
ferring baok trom the ho1pital to- the oa11p ground while he wae 
trying to min~le w1 th the other intern•••• 

B'.>'ITGIR1 Frans - 88 Baupt1oh&rtuhrer 
Rapportfuhrer in the oamp, 1ubjeot ii an out­

,tanding example of inh1aaan oruelty and brutality. He partici-
pated in the killing of many political priaoners u well a, the 
killing of many prisoner, of war. , On 27 April 19.f6_, he lett Daohau 
wt th an eftouation tran1port. OYer 1200 people were killed on the 
way. Subjeot waa r.oogniaed and apprehended b,y informant, working 
for thi1 detaohment about 30 kilometer■ di1tanoe from Daohau. 

IIC11 Johann• 88 Unter■turmfuhrer 
Former ohief of the Politioal Department or 

the Daohau Conoentratton Camp, head of the 8T4FO Aueaenatelle Daohau, 
Kick related that he entered the Poli\ioal Department or the Daohau 
Conoentration Camp on 20 May 1937 •• a hearer of oa1e1, and that in 
January 1938, he ••• named Chief of the department by SS Sturmfuhrer 
Beok, Oberregierungerat of the Geatapo, llunioh. He held thi1 poli­
tion until August 19.f4, When he wae put in oharge ot STAPO Aueaen­
,telle Daohau. In hia new poeition Kiok waa oharged with reorui.tlng 
eapionage agent, from the Daohau Conoentration Camp. He rel1e4 al­
moat wholly on intimidating and coercive methods. 

8UIB1 ldaund Theodor - M1111ber ~cotapo-Paria 
Subjeot was brought to the attention of thie de­

taohaent during the 1~ve1tigation and acreening for the position or 
Aeliatant Mayor in Dachau. It wa, reTealed that subject was inter-

. preter tor the Oeatapo in Paris. Investigation in hi ■ house pro­
duoed a 11,t ot party members from Allach, photograph• or members of 
the HSDAP-Allaoh •••ring the Golden Party pin (old fighters). Hie 
claim, that he wae in the SS straflager could not be verified. 

L~HOTZKY I Roland - Member ~stapo - Prague 

Subject joined the NS student organization in 
Prague one month after the Gennans had taken over on 26 April 1939. 
He wa1 hired by Polizeirat Lustig, Gestapo Prague, in June 1939. He 
received 170 marks a month for hts servioea, which consisted of trans­
lations, ho1 se1earohes and interpreting during interro ,ations. Sub­
ject claims that he was arrested 17 June 1940 in Prague for stealing 
soap and coffee. His case was heard January 1942 by RSHA-SS Sturm­
ban.nfuhrer Muller. Subject was subsequently sentenced to 5 years, 
3 months, and was moved to tho SS Straflager, Ca.mp Dachau, 5 Nov81Dber . 
1942. In April 1943, he ·claims to have been made medioal aid man in 
the SS prison. On 26 April 1945, three days before the Americans 
arrived, subject was issued a Red Cross armband. 
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RECHENBERGER 
Subject tried to give information about the 

hideout of a minor SS member. He claims to have been in the SS 
Straflager for 2½ years when he left the RAD. He has the SS 
bloodgroup on his ann and could not be identified as havi ng been 
in the SS Strafla er. He was only known to two other arrested 
persons •• ,SUSE and LIHOTZ.KY •· Since subject was not in the co.mp 
grounds but tried to get in voluntarily to ive vague information, 
and since his story is obvious ly false, he is possibly an enemy a g:ent. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
The administrRti on, supervision, and control 

of the Dachau Concentration Camp wa~ divided into five departments: 

Abteilung I - Kommandanture (Commander of Camp and Personal Staff) 
Abteilung II - · Politische Abteilung (Political Department) 
Abteilung III - Sohutzhaftlager (The Internees• Camp) 
Abteilun IV - Verwaltung (Administration) 
Abteilung V - Reviere (Hospitals) 

The most important department, though it appears 
subordinate to the camp conniander, was the Political Department. 
This department was under the command of KICK, Johann (Kriminal 
Selcretar, SD Untersturm.fuhrer, Head of STAPO Aussenstelle in Dachau), 
who was in contact with Berlin, and it was thia department's func­
tion to check a.nd oounter-oheck not only the cam.p commander• s activ­
ities with the orders that the ca.mp coimlander received from hi her 
authorities, but to investigate the ac t ivities of all departments at 
Dachau. 

The chief function of the Political Deparbnent 
was to screan and procos1 all political and other t pes of criminals, 
the keeping of their records, the notification of the hip;her in­
terning authorities of deaths, discharges, or other disposition of 
th e i nternees. Death sentences of internees were received by this 
department (from Berlin), and these sentences were referred for ex­
ecution to Abteilung III (Sohutzhaftla~er), and upon the execut i on 
of the above, this department W!l-S responsible for turning in a final 
re por t of the carrying out of these orders. 

Gest apo came from Munich to carry on interro­
gations at Dachau. It wa s the responsibility of this department to 
interroga te and a bus e Russi an prisoners of war who were brought here 
for tha t spec ific purpose . Orders for the inhumane i nterrogat i on of 
the Russian pr isoners of war wore carried out by this department. 

Another function of this department wa s to re­
cruit internees by intimidation for sa botage and espionag~ work . 
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SURVEY OF INTERNEES AT DACHAU CONCENTRATION CAMP 8'f NATIONAL.I TIES 

AT LI ffiRA. TION 2 9 APRIL 1945 

German Nationals ••••• •• •••.•••••••••••••••••• 
Bel g ians ••••••••••••• • •.•••••• • .•••.•.•• • •••• 
Danes••••••••••••••••••·•••••••••••••••• • •· • • 
Dri ti ah • • • ••••••••• • • • ••.•••••••••••••••••.•• 
Es tonians ••• • ••••••••••••• • •••••••••• ••••• • • • 
Frenoh•••••• • ••••••••• • • • •• • •••••• • •• • • •• • • •• 
Greeks• • • ••••••••• • • • • • ••••~• •••••••••••••• • • 
Italians • •. • • •. •••. . . .. . •. •. • . .• . • • .... • .•.• • 
Croa t s •• • • • •• • •• • • •••••• • • •• ••• • ••• •••• • • • • •• 
Serbs • •• • • •. • , • . •.. • . • • •••••••.•.• • • . ..• • •• • • 
Slovenes •••••••••.••••••••••••••• • ••••••••••• 
l,.a, ti anis •• ••• • • • • ., ••••••• • • •• •• • •• • ••• •. ••••• 
Li tl1uianians • ••• ••••••••••• • ••••• • .• ..•.••••• 
Alsace Lorainea • • •• • • •••• • ••• • •••• • •• • ••• • ••• 
Lu~e mbourg rs •• •••••• • ••• • • • •• • • • • • •••••••••• 
Dutoh • • • ••• •••••••••• • • •• • • , • •• .•. . ••••.•• • •• 
Nor,ire ~ ians ••••••••••••••••••• . • • ••••••••. •.•• 
Poles ••• •• •••••••...•.•••.••.........•••••••• 
Rumanians • •••••••••••••••••••• •• •• ••••••••••• 
Ru ss i an s •••••••••••••••••••••••• ~•••••••••••• 

1173 (inol . 6 women ) 
848 

l 
8 

11 
3918 

195 
2184 

103 
79 

2907 
27 
39 
36 

133 
558 

79 
9082 (inol. 96 women) 

50 
4258 (incl. 9 women ) 

Sl ovake • •••••••••••.••••••.•••••. • .•••.••••• • 44 
Al ba.ni&.na ........... • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • 30 
.Ame ri cane.• • ••••••••••••••••••.•••••.• • • • • • • • 6 
Maltese...................................... l 
Arabians•••• •• •• ••••••• • ••••••••••• •••• ••• ••• 1 
Ar:rneni an e • •••••••••••••••••••••••••• • •• •.• • • • 2 
Fi nns •• ••• •• ..•.......••••.•.•••. . .......... . 
Iraq s • • ••••• , ••••••••••• • ••••••••••••..•••••• 
I rans • •••.••••••.•••••....•• • ......•..•....•• 
Turk a • •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • • • ••••• • 
Spanish••••••••••••••••·•····•·••••••·••••••• 
Exiles•• • ••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••·• 
C~echs.•••••••••••••••••• •••••••••• •• •••••••• 
Hun~arians ••••• ,., ••..•...• . • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Bul rian. •••••••••••••· ••••••••••••••••••• 
Po rtu~e se • .•••••••.•.••.••..•.•••.•• ••.• ..••• 

i 6 S • t • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Austrians••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
A.nnex- e1,nans ••••••••••• ••• .••• • .......... •. •. 
Sudetens ■•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • ••• 

J ewe • ••••••••••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Total• •·••••••••••••••• 
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194 
21 

1632 
670 (inol. 34 women) 

8 
4 
2 

253 
2 
3 

2539 (incl. 225 women) 
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Number of Interneee Processed Through Dachau 

From 1933 to 1939 (Numbered card index system •• ••• •••••• • •. 
From 1933 to 1939 (Unn\.lllbered oarda)••••••••••••••••••••••• 
From March 1940 to 26 April 194&••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

(From oard index system established March 1940. Carda 
numbered from No.land continued up to 26 April 1945) 

Transports arriving 3 weeks prior to American oooupation ••• 
(No permnent reoords kept due to confusion and 
bre·akdown of the administrative departments during 
the att empted evacuation) 

/ 

39,000 
21,000 

161,930 

7,000 

Total 228,930 

Natural Deaths at Dachau • 
1945r Januaryl •••••••••••••••• 3,800 

February••••••••••••••••3,200 
March•••••••••••••••••••3,700 
April•••••••••••••••••••4,000 

•Notes Compi led from card i ndex system. 

Executions • 
Tot al number of Jews brou ht in from othe r concentration 

camps for exec utions f r om J une 20 , 1941 to ovembe r 23 , 
194, •••••••••••••••••••••• • •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 29 ,1 ~8 

Non-Aliens (Gennnns from forei gn co untries) 
1945 : Jan., Feb., Mar•••••••••••• 4861 

1944 : ••••••••••••••••••••••• • ••• 1987 
1943 : •••••••••••••••••••••••·••• 11 08 
1942: ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 5194 
1941 : ••••••••• • ••••••••••••••• •• 2898 
1940 : Oc,:; ., ov., Dec .......... . . 69 

Total 16, 717 

• :fote : a.rtial fi r, ro s cor.iµi led from ace rate records . Ifowevor , the 
most i mportan and COMpleco records of Dac hau Concent r ation 
Camp were destroyed th reo weeks pri or to erican occu ation. 
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