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TM Unired Natit. __ J u,nference 
on International Organization 

STRICTED 
JJUC. 238 (EN.GLISH) 
II/1/8 • 
May 11, 1945 

COMMENTS AND AMENDMEN'11S OF DELEGATIONS RELEVANT TO 
CHAPTER V, SECTIONB--;-PARAGRAPH 4 OF THE DUMBARTON OAKS . 
PROPOSALS. - - - - -- -

Text of Dumbarton Oaks Proposals: 

CHAPTER V. THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. SECTION B. FUNCTIONS AND 
POWERS. 4. The General Assembly should elect the non­
permanent member·s of the Security Council and tho members 
of the Economic and Social Council provided for in Chapter IX. 
It should be empowered to elect, upon recommendation of the 
Security Council, the Secretary-General of the Organization. 
It should perform such functions in relation to the election 
of the judges of the international court of justice as may 
be conferred upon it by the statute of the court. 

ELECTION OF NONPERMANEN'J.1 MEMBERS OF THE SECURI'l1Y COUNCIL 

The Mexican Dele~ation has submitted the following pro­
posal in Document 2 {G/7 (c) (opinion of the Department of 
Foreign Relations of Mexico concerning the Dumbarton Oaks 
Proposals) page 42: 

11 The semi-permanent delegates shall represent 
the states whose responsibility for the maintenance 
of peace is more considorable in the international 

, community. It · nhc..11. be · the duty or·_tho. Assombly ·co 
decide eve ry eight years which shall be these states." 

The Canadian and Indian Delegations have submitted 
amendments which in substance are within the province of 
another Committee, but which, if adopted, may require changes 
in the sections of the charter dealing with the procedures 
of the Assembly relative to elections. 

The Canadian Delegation has submitted the following 
amendments to Chapter VI, Section A: 

-~\JI 

1110 

"The General Assembly shall adopt rules 
governing tho choice of the non-permanent members, 
in order to ensure that due weight be given to 
the contribution of members to the maintenance 
of international peace and security and the per­
formance of their obligations to the United 
Nations." (Doc. 2 G/14 (t), page 1.) 
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The Indian Delegation has submitted the following amend­
ments to Chapter VI, Soction A: 

"The Gonel;'al Assembly should appoint six States 
to fj_ll the non-permanent seats. In making these 
appointments the general assembly should~ duo 
1~egard to the relative popula.tion, industrial ~ 
economic capacity, nnd contribution in armed forces, 
facilities and assistanco which each State under­
takes t o make av..'lilable in accordance with paragraph 2. 
of Section B of Chapter VIII, account also being 
taken of the contribution in these respects which 
it has mad0 durigg_ World War II. These sJ.x States 
should be aphointod for fl term of two years, three 
retiring enc year~ They should not be immediately 
eligible for reappointment. At~ first appoint­
ment of the non-permr.ment members throe should be 
i:lppointed by the General Assembly for one year 
terms and three for two year terms. 11 (Doc. 2 G/14 
(h ) pp . 3 and 4 • ) 

"The Genera.l Assembly 3hould also appoint, 
k the ~ method anq._ on tho ~ basis as are 
applicable to the appointment o( ~-permanent 
members, a r epresentat ive of each 2£ six other 
States to participate without vote in tho 9-elibera­
tions of tho Security Council.nlDoc. 2 G714 (h) p. 4.) 

ELECTION OF' ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL - --
The Canadian Delega. tion has proposed a revised dro,ft 

of Chapter IX (Arrnngomonts for Intorna.tional, So~ic.l and 
Economic Cooperntion--Doc. 2 G/14 (t), pp. 4 and 5. Para­
graph c of this draft refers in part to procedural matters. 
A text of paragraph c of tho draft is as follows: 

'1110 

"'rhe Gcnornl Assembly shall elect eighteen 
members of The United Nations whose representatives 
shall constitute tho Economic and Social Council. 
In the election of members, the General Assembly 
shall have due regard to the necessity of arranging 
for the adequate reprosontntion of states of major 
economic importance. The members to be represented 
shall be elected by the Gonernl Assembly for a term 
of three years but at tho f,irst election six members 
shall be elected for a term of one year, six members 
for a term of two years, and six members for a term 
of throe yea.rs. Each such momber shall have ono 
ropresontativu who shall have one vote. Decisions 
of the Economic and Social Council shal l be taken 
by simple maJority, provided at least twelve 
members vote. The Economic and Social Council shall 
adopt its own r•ules of procedure and the method of 
solccting its P1~osident." 
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~LECTION OF SECRE'l1ARY GENERAL 

The Australian Delegation has proposed thnt the second 
sentence in Chapter V, Suction B, paragraph 4, be amended 
to read as follows: 

"It may elect the Secretary General of the 
United Nations, the election being subject to 
confirmation bz n major•ity of seven members 
of the Security Counc and by l'. nm Jori f 
ton r;10mbers oT the Economic and Social Council. 11 

(Doc. 2 G/14 (1) p. 4.) 

The Australian Delegation has noted that if un amend­
ment to the voting proc0dure in the Securi.ty Council., which 
it has submitted is accepted, c:. reference to"a majority 
of sevel) members of the Security Cow1cil II will not be 
required in this amendment. (Doc. 2 G/14 (1) pp. 4, 8.) 

The Honduran Delegation has submittod the following 
comment on the eloction of the Secr·0tary Genere,l: 

"Al though nc, spirit of c1~i ticis:m j_s intended, 
it could woll bo indicated that tho Gonornl Assembly 
be empoworod plainly and 3imply t o olect the 
Secretary General of th0 crg ,::mizati on. This detail 
should be based on tho spocia l attributes of the 
exclusi vo persc,rw.li ty which the Gonoral Assembly 
should have." (Doc. 2 G/7 (n ), pctg0 2.) 

Tho Mexican Dolega tion ha □ propc)sed in Document 2 
G/7 (c), page 42, that "Tho Secretary G0nernl shall be 
elected by the Ass onbly upon n or,1ino.tion by a. i:mjority of ~-~ 
mcmbor·s of tho Com1cil". 

Tho Uruguaynn Dolega tion has proposed tlm t Chapter V, 
Section B, paragraph 4, shall be worded as f ollows:: 

"Tho Genoral Assembly shall oloct tho non­
permanent mombors of the Securi.ty Council and the 
menbors of the Economic and Social Council provided 
for in Chapter IX. Tho General Asser:ibly shall be 
empowered t o e l ec t the Secreta ry General of the 
Organization from a list of three candidates aub­
mitted by the Security Council, and it shall perforn 
such functi ons in relati on t o the election of the 

.jt~13c~ of the International Court of Justice as nay 
be conferred upon it by the Statute of the Court." 
(Doc. 2 G/7 (a) (1), pago 6.) 

The Unitod States, United Kingdom, Uni on of Soviet 
Socialist Republics and China havu jointly proposed the 
following amond.L1cnt t o Chapter X, Section 1: 
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11 There should be a Secreta1°iat comprising a 
Secretary-General, four deputies and such staff 
as may be required. The Secretary General and hi.E._ 
deputies should be elected !?.l_ the G0neral Assembly 
££_ recommendation of~ Security Council for c, 
period of throe years, and !he Secretary-General 
should be eligible for ~-election. The Secretary­
General should be the chief adninistrative officer 
.d' the Organiza ITon':"""' (Doc. 2 G/29, page 6. ) 

EIBCTION OF STATES BY GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
FOR TRUS'I1EESHIP couNGIL 

The United States Delegation has r,mde the following 
proposal providing for tho naming of the members of the 
Trusteeship Council by the Assembly: 

1110 

11 In order to assist the General Assembly to 
carry out thoso functions undor thG trusteeship 
system not reserved to the Security Council, there 
should be established a Trusteeship Council which 
would operate under its autho~ity. The Trustoeship 
Council should consist of specially qualified 
representatives, designated (c) one each by tho 
states administering trust territories; and (b) one 
each by an equal number of other states named for 
three-yea/ periods !?.l_ the Gencrc.l Assembly." 
(Doc. 2 G 14 {v) p. 3.) 
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