
Note to Mr. Riza

MINURSO - Letter of the Secretary-General to the President of the Security
Council on the appointment of Force Commander

1. You will recall that on 15 April 2002, you approved the appointment of
Major-General Gyorgy Szaraz^Hungary) to replace Brigadier-General Claude Buze
(Belgium) as Force Commander of MINURSO, with a tour of duty of one year effective
11 August 2002. (Please see attached note.)

2. Accordingly, please find attached for your approval a letter addressed to the
President of the Security Council by the Secretary-General on this appointment.

Many thanks

Jean-Marie Gwehenno
9 July 2002

cc: Major-General Ford



Western Sahara - Appointment of Force Commander

1. As you may know, the contract of the Force Commander of MINURSO.
Brigadier-General Buze (Belgium), expires on 10 May 2002. By this time,_he w i l l ha \e
served two and a half years in the Mission. Throughout his service with the United
Nations, Brigadier Buze has demonstrated excellent leadership of the MINURSO mil i tary
component. In anticipation of his replacement, we have already identified Brigadier-
General Gyorgy Szaraz (Hungary) who possesses the main requirements for the post of
the Force Commander and whose curriculum vitae is attached. As you wi l l see, among
his strong points are a long military-diplomatic career, service as his country's mi l i t a ry
attache in several countries and a good knowledge of both French and Engl ish , which is
absolutely essential for this position.

2. In the meantirnej SRSG Swing has recommended (please see the attached cable of
3 April) that Brigadier Buze be extended for a further period of three months. This w i l l
ensure continuity and an orderly hand-over of the Force Conrnandcr's duties, which is
particularly important since the new military Chief of Staff and Chief Operations Officer
for MINURSO are due to rotate in the coming weeks. Accordingly, we believe that it /
would be advisable to extend Brigadier Buze's contract until 10 August 2002, after wh ich /
he wil l be replaced by the selected candidate. The above arrangement has been
coordinated with SRSG Swing.

3. We would be grateful if you could obtain the concurrence of the Secretary-
General with the above proposals.

Jean-Marie Guetienno
12 April 2002
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THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

10 My 2002

Dear Mr. President,

I wish to inform you that the tour of duty of the Force Commander of
the United Nations Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara
(MINURSO), Brigadier-General Claude Buze (Belgium), will come to an end
on 10 August 2002. Following the usual consultations, it is my intention to
appoint Major-General Gyorgy Szaraz (Hungary) to the post of Force
Commander of MINURSO, effective 11 August 2002, subject to the
Security Council's decision on the extension of the mandate of MINURSO
after 31 July 2002.

I should be grateful if you would bring this matter to the attention of
the members of the Security Council.

Please accept, Mr. President, the assurances of my highest
consideration.

'Kofi A. Annan

His Excellency
Sir Jeremy Greenstock, KCMG
President of the Security Council
New York




