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Reference

To: Miss G.M, Aves,

Fromt Anne Wood,

Attached is a report from Miss Pollak to Mr, Kettle,

In the old set-up we were responsible for taking action on
the appropriate points and for acknowledging and answering the
report, The machinery was for Mr, Marsh to circulate such
reports for the persons concerned to be marked off on the form
outside which paragraphs they were attending to and then for
Mr, Marsh again to watch that all the various points were, in
fact, dealt with, On this particular report practically all
the points appear to be to be your concern, This would include
paragraphs 1 and 2, On paragraph 3 you and Mrs, Paynton know
the most recent position and perhaps you would keep Miess Pollak
informed, This will be true also of Paragtaph 4, Paragraph 5
appears to me to call for no comment except to say in accordance
with Mr, Willis's pencilled note that we presume it has been

dealt with by Mr, Kettle during his recent visit to SHAEF.

fue el

Anne Wood,
20. 6- 45.
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To: Mo 5.5, Batigm, A.P.0.757, U.S. Ay,
(For the attention of My, Xettle and )las Follak)

]“-’M{ﬂ) 4

From: Velfare Division, 5, R0,

:hb.ﬁah Supplementary D P, Registration Reocoml. V/
1. Your note on this subject 2th Xy 195,

2 In a note I"*rm dss Aves, (ohdef ohild welfare specialist) to
e, Whatigan, Tor the attention of Miss Hansl Pollak dnbed Ve TolS
das \vos ‘:I.a-"naarl ogrtain agpeota of the Special Yodlcal Torm of
the supplementary reoord an! enclosed coples of the notes on The
¥odical Necord of FMiywical Characteristios. It will %e ismortant
to refer to thia note in vour disossions on the Donlemantaryr D,1,
Rogistration Morm. In case it should have got lost in teanait, I
attash a coov,

) - Mrtier discussions are womressing here between Dr. usssll
Elldis and Mp, Farker in relation to this Hecord and we should be
glad to have the benefit of your thdaking snl be ianformed of anw
stapa yon talm,

be Ve shall be sending adlitional copies of the Jegistration sl
Identification of Uisplesed hacoommaniel Jhildren in Mnery Terxde
toxy within the next fow days. Tour oxder far 300 has muu:s::i‘hat&l
a re-roll wilch clashes witih the Comneil miorities,

Ainne Viood,
felfaxre Progrourass Go=ariination Officer
(Germnry/Austria)

oo,
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C.Vele Gilbey,
Infor ation Dept.,
FelieSe o

I‘Til.l". 28 et r.
Buston Hoad,

I}(h--i‘-'.i--, e llg :c
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To: &'ohtim, ﬂcPoOO757, U.S.M.
(For the attention of Miss Hansl Pollak)

Prom: . Mlan Aven; MEIaT - S Lo

. In 1oply 4o your levten widated veceived by iiss Wosd on Jily

1) '; ,

. ) g e k I i - imai y - My
o G next week, but in the meahitine ¥ ‘thi:
it is pretty clear that the completion of the al Récord will

have to be deferred. The fact that the record required under item

1l esn quite well be mhde dub at o’ somewhat later wtege I8 bovered
by "Guidanoe note on £11ldng in of record™, T have' sssertod el fiv

form. or: the: aseond: &rafh of the: Supplaientisy Rooord. |

enclose eoples herewith whioh you can
enclose oopy of the notes on Medical
eto, for laformation purposes only, ‘and let

. possible how thds matter develops, ¥

2) %E;-h.-tm that these have &
are ell 's commsnts whish probably mak
you. She feels that these are §8807
changes of identity of un-ddentified
- under U,N.R.R.A. care and
DER, Gefe!

now make
Record of
M wille
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equal importence. o TERAG

3) lists of omg.gga The value of a complete and detailed list would
seen e greater “he point view of U,NR.Rehks efficiendgyin
seeing that individual children keep track of their possessions than as
& means of tracing. There are, howeyer, likely to be amongst childrens®
clothing gertain items which may facilitate trasing and on the whole

the attempt to gt lats seems justified. I quite ngree with you-

that some discretiom eould well be exercised sbout these lists, but I
Ahink it is always diffioult to put ideas scross i an elasiio form.

._ ‘ . “ fou o = -aw -
children oxr will pass’ on any daformation
wiy, ot axyrate watll Miss Chesters is

‘make a Bbart and




Dear lr.Mathiasen,

You may wish to acquaint otHer members of the
Austrian Group as to how Mr.Lunn and I have faired since
departure from London.

You may tell them that we are sarely and happily
situated in the villages most gorgeous hotel,on the
fomrth floor on a small hill which ar'fords a pleasant
view over the entire country side and to the sea,

There is a very prepentious swimming pool
available to all of us at any hour of the day or night,
It is called the Atlantic Ocean.

The food is excellent,provided by the US Army
stores. My first meal,which happened to be in the
evening comprised unlimited sugar,USA Coffee, a tre-
mendous slice of beef off the favorite rib,potatoes~
au-gratin,butter,cream as much as desired, ana apple
ple-a-la-mode. Breakfast provides the usual cereals,
fried ham, ete.

In the large salons and reception rooms of the
hotel, the Jerries painted double life-size portraits
of women allegedly in the nude, When the American troops
took over,the artist's corps was called in and ordered to
paint draperies and garments of sorts over the ladies.
This did not detract from the original successes and
artsktry of the original portraits,

Please remember me t0 all the members of the
group and Mr.Lunn sends his regards,

AT 395




FRIENDS RELIEF SERVICE

’. General Secretary: ROGER C. WILSON

N 8551
Esro FRIENDS HOUSE

Telegraphic Address: EUSTON ROAD
FREWARVIC, NORWEST, LONDON LONDON, N.W.I

I/-\J T/ J.-J. .' 12th

Miss Anne Wood,

)13;*1»1;:3& L*ero:;s Division
U.N.R.R.A.

170A Great Portland Street,
London W,1

Dear Miss Wood,

I am attaching a report
from Germany in which I am certain you
will be interested,

Yours sincerely
Information Dapt.

'77(4— Ml prrsntnslatione cimsles e &*'4—"7
-’C.gl‘..“..;" ove v K A.J"C;y :
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DIEBPHOLZ (Polish Jews) DISFLACED PSERSONS' HOLDING CENTRE

PRUSEN! WORK,

1) Religious services. HEve and morning of Sabbath services have

been conducted sach woek since leaving Balsen, by Rev. I.Richards C.F,
and Rev. A. Goldfinger, Polish Army. These have had a very encourage
ing response. At first i1t was with difficulsy that sufficient men
could be found to make a minyan, This week between forty and fifty
men attended and tiere was also a good attendance of women, At fArst
a very small proportion of the men took part in the communal worship,
now they all do. (We have only six prayer books). For two weeks

we were able to supgly one sabbath candle for each room, but we had
not encugh this weok.

One woman member of our group dled from tuberculosis in Diepholz
Hospital last Nonday, and the Rabblis conducted the funeral service at
a Jowish cemetery some 20 kilometres away., UNKRA and the Army provide
ed the transport, and there was a good attendance from the camp.

The girl's sister and a cousin stationed nearby, wio is in the
Polish Alr Force, attended. Shiva prayers were conducted by one of
the Rabbis each evening following,.

1i) Searcher Service Bureau, Some 500 Red Cross Enquiry Messages
have Deen completed and sent to the Foreign Relations Branch

the B.R.C.8. and to the Jewish Lefugees'! Committee, London, Three
or four D.P. clerks are employed dally in ths stamping and checking
of these forms. It is no sasy task,

1i1) Personal case=work, This consists almost exclusively in try-
ing to obtaln contact with relatives outside Germany who might be
prepared to take these D.Ps. into their homes., I am also in touch
with the Jewish Agency for Palestine, and one of the D.Fs. who was _
a leader of the Women's International Zionist Organisation in VWarsaw,
is colleecting information with regard to those people who know the
addresses of their relatives in Palestine, lists of whom will be
sent to the Jewlsh Agency. This has given considerable encoursgement
to all in the camp, who have felt for some time that no steps were
being taken for tleir release. A letter which I received recently
from Dpr. Adler Rudel, written on Jowish Agency note-paper, has certe
ainly helped them to feel less forgotten,

iv) Distribution of c1otm55 and qs.ru. The Rabbis, together with
ou BLYT

four D.,F, men, HAVE CArr _ tion of clothing, which was
requisitioned on our behalf, at 4dngen, It was a pnthetio dis
ution= the shoes were in a dreadful condition - there were 400 !
dresses for 900 women - we lhad to give toothe-brushes or enamel bas
to those for whom we hal no satisfactory clothing. The clo y
uation is a terrible one, shoss, coats, under-wear, etc. Somethll
mist be done about this before the bad weather comes, Conside

the difficulties, the clothing was surprisingly equitably distxd
ond there was surprisingly little grumbling - but it could not ¥
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satisfactory and was a very exhsusting business.

Other gifts have also been distributed, and there is a small stotk
in hand; blankets and other things from F.R.3. (my F.R,8, team) swsets
soups, soap and toilet paper from the Jewish Relief Unit; gifts from
soldiers, are arriving through the Hev. Levy, S5.C.,F, and include
cigarettes, cleChes, tollet articles, etc,, toys from the Jowish Relie
Unit; Rev. Richards arranged for two Backs of white flour which had
been received from the Jewish Relief “nit to be baked at & local baker
and Beth Clarkson and I organised the distribution of the 109 loaves.

900 Belgian francs and 600 French franés wore received from Mr,
Jean Newmmmn (Newmann) Director of UNRRA, whose particular department
is D.Ps, Already 100 marks of this have f;aen used to help & girl who
is living with a German household, in Lingen, whilst her sister is
seriously ill in Lingen Hospital = 40 marks ﬁ.-.wa been spent on straw=
berries for hospital patients and the children - 17 marks were spent
on the baking of the bread., It is useful to have some cash=in-hand
for purposes such as this,

The Hampstead High School has sent a very generous parcel of
stationery, books jig-saws, which are being used by the school,
ueﬂ.ni materials brought by the Jewish Unit have besn distributed.

zionist material has been promised by the Zionist Federation of |
Great Britain, and will be invaluable.

The Fpiends' Relief Unit has obtained the use of a motor - bicyelq
for me, from their Mil. Gov. Yetachment at Brunswick; this makes the
work considerably less arduous, though somewhat more danzerous.

v.!}losfitnl vhiti_:_:%. Since leaving Belsen on 24th May last, with a |
80=0a party of 1,000 people, 78 have gone as in-patients to
hospitals, of whom four have already died, and more are expected to
die, Most of the seriously i1ll patients are tubsrcular, for whom there
is tragically inadequate materials for treatment, The patients are ir
the following hospitalsie

Bedburg ( about 150 miles from here

Octhrup ( about 100 miles from here

Lingen gbout 50 milses from here

DiﬂphOlSQ |
It is true to say that the only surviving relatives or friends 4{

the patients in these hospitals, are in our cunz. We have felt 1t |
essential for the peace of mind both of the patints and of those GOp*
nected with them, to visit the hospltals fairly regularly, As can
mﬁinod, this {s a formidable task, particularly as the state of
roads in Germany is incredibly bad, Visits have been well worth

It 18 our only way of keeping track of those who have died or AT
ing. It is our only way of lLelping the patients o trace thelr ny
ives tiwough the Red Cross Snquiry Message schemne, Most impoO

all, under this impersonal military machinery, which regards D.
numbers end categories rather than as people, it is our only Wamof
getting the D.Ps. back to us, when thsy are fit for dlscharg®. The
¥ilitary arrangsment is for all Poles, irrespective of the Wheread

of the "holding centre" whre thelr relatives may ba, to be sent
holding centre on the Eastern boundary of the British ossupled

By a private arrangement with the hospital concernsd, our pa
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ave held in the hospital until our next visit, and we bring them
back with us (highly irregular and quite unofficial). This causes
considersble relief, both to the patients remalning beiind, and to
our own groupe.

vi) Dentist trea « An interesting side-light on the problem of
working ex=oconcentration canp inmates, is the situation with
regard to dentist treatment. We have with us hundreds of people who
have not seen a dentist for five or six years. Ths state of their
teeth is appalling. The arrangenent here is for an appointment to
be made with a local German dentist, and the expenses to be paid for
by the Burgomaster, anaesthetlecs, \rfmro necessary, being supplied by
the Mlitary., The machinery is now in working order, and all applic=
ants for dental treatment are dealt with by one of our own D.Ps. who
when necessary, takes the patient lherself to the dentist. We have
had too many applicants for one d.ntist, and she herself has found a
second., The proliminary work comnected with arranging for treatment
was carried out by Beth Clarkson, and was considerable.

vii) Educational activities,
a) ©BSghool, This Tas been re-started after vhe transfer to Diepholz.
Its upper ago=limit has bean ralsed ot the request of the children
themselves, and there are now 20 puplls. Hewbrew siniing daneing
has been added to the z:o;rn::mo. Milk, and when possible, Bread and
10s daily. The three teachers run the school
on their own, and although there is much in it to be desired, it has
good esprit de corps, and is, on the whole satiafactory.

b) Adult classes in ‘%hz In response to continued requests,se
meeting was h o 0se who wanted to learn English, and sﬁm
500 names were taken, Arrangements were made for two classes of one
hour each, 0 be held daily, respectively by Rev. Richards and nqul.t.
Beth Glarkson was given the task of teaching " an advanced class
three evenings a week. One of the D,Ps. was elscted to act as clerk
of the Classes, keeping registers, etc. The classes have not been
woll attended., This 1s not s waing, considering that there are
no chairs, no blackboards and no books, With some effort, however,
it may be possible that attendance will become more regular and more
punctual.

but torh‘uo given out

ENGLISH BOOKS, SLEMSHTARY BOOKS POR LEARNENG ENGLISH, AND
DICTIONARTZS ( of ther English/Polish or inglish/Germm) ARS URGENYLY
REQUIRED .

viii) "Mopale". Mhere is a constant struggle to keep up "morale”.
Stealing 1s still rife, both stealing from the farms, and the buyir
of stolen goods. ( It is interesting to note that one bedroom boug'
half a pig from a noneJewish D,P, the other day.) We have agreed 7
to sat food in D.Ps, rooms ourselves, telling them that, Decause .es
their food s so bad, we will not take steps to inform the authqe
when we are sware of casual pilfering, but that we will not eatx,
fered food = this has some effect on the people concerned, we '
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We also make it Mnown that we regard large-acale stealing or buyi?
of stolen goods seriously, and will take serious steps to deal wi
it. (D.Ps. are lisble to as much as 2 years' imprisomment for such
offences.) The situation will never be satisfactorily dealt with
until the food which is provided is improved in quatity and kind
and uncil the D,Ps, are moved to a neutral or friendly country, where
they eammot claim that they have a "right? to obtain from the Local
people, some of the things which they themselves have been deprived
by the Germans.

ix) Mestings

a) Polish Dayan, An fimportant Polish Dayan visited the Canp recently
and asked that a general meeting should be called., He had been libe

erated from Buchenwald, and was now living at a Polish Prisoners of

Var Camp, The meeting was not altogether a happy one; he was crite

ical of the British lsmuatntion of D,P. holding centres - and was

anxious to inspire the D.,Ps. to action, They were, however, whilst

:ggouwngh oyal to us, interested in meeting h.im, and in his
I'983.

b) Welcomse to J.C.R,A, team, This meeting was addressed by the
Prosident ol the 15.?:.' Comnittee, was well attended, and was helpe

ful.

VISITORS,

Director 5 UNRRA, Mr, Joan Newmann, Director of D.Ps. branch of

s camp last week, with the senlor UNERA doctor,
Dps Strothers, and a Czech lady. Mr, Newmann 1: an Amerlcan Jew
and asked to be presented with the J,0.R,A, badge, which I was weare
ing., He war impressed by the primitive conditions of the camp, and
by the apparently fairly satdsfactory way in whic:h the people ﬁad
settled themselves. He visited both the Polish and t.hg Jewish blocks
Apart from the monetary gift which he ém me for the Pelsen Foles,
he promised to leok into the problem postal facilitles, and to see
whether 1t would be possible for the D,P. registration number to be
used as an Army Post Office address. He appeared to be sympathetic

and interested,
CONCLUSION,

Whilst every encouragement can be found in the unofficial
statement that this group is likely shortly to be removed to a ne
gountry, it is to be ho that this will be their last move be’
steps ars taken for their permanent rehabllitation, They view
real concern moves such as the one from Lingen to Diepholz, wi’
involved an exhausting journey to conditions very little bette
their last. They also vhew with considerable despondency, the
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prospect of leaving their relatives and friends behind in the
various hospitals, with a very slender chanee of Jjolning them,
even when they are fit to travel.

I, personally, look forward to the day when adminiatrators
will view each displaced person as a person, and not as 1/250
of a group. Rehabilitation work under present circumstances 1is
impossible, and I sihall view my work at Lingen and DUleephols,
with this group of people, who have come 0 mesn so much to me,
retrospectively, as palliative = construstive help must come
at the next stage = " We do not want %o be regarded as m_ox=
periment” said the president of our Coumittes, recently, " We
want homes, and to be able to live , as people, once again,”

Jane E. Levarson,
Friends Relief Service.
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3rd July, 1945.
Dear Miss Pollak,

I received your letter of the 27th June and have seen your
letter to Miss Wood of the 28th June,

I write now only %o say that im the light of what you tell
us we PullFSappreciate your position a$ SHAEF. I think we
alwvays had 1t in mind thet officially your funotions would not be
broad enough for you to deal directly with all the matters that
we uight refer to you. Our hope was, however, that your influence
would extend beyond your nominal powers and that you would be able
to guide the pennies we might put into the slot into the right
receptasles in the rather compilcated mechinery,

All this, however, is now rather in the past tense. As you
know matters have been put in train for UNHRA to take ovexr from

the militaxy, and we shall shortly have our own operating section

obliged to you for writing to
I am hoping that when you have

suggestion that I should myself go to Gemany for
a report on the Welfarc aspects of Asseumbly
pu-uoalu' reference h thprwium that should




iss Hansi rolisk

Wellare Division,

Division Progress Repart foxr th el ending 16th June, L35
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Dear lfiss Pollak,

. N Miss Bielogurskas, Miss Bielogurskas asks me to say that she has seen
Mr, Youngdahl who has told her that you were considering asking for her to
assist you at SHAEF, She will be very delighted with this proposition and
asks me to say that the sooner she is called for the better since there are
other suggestions here for her future which she would not like so much as
coming out %o work with you.

B
.
X

2. Supplies for Children, lMajor Brokenshire has just come back from.the
Continent and tells us that a), the number of small children, i,e, O-4 is less
than had been anticipated and b) that SHAEF supplies either in stock or afloat
are quite adequate to meet requirements. This he admits is absolutely in
contradiction to the statement he brought back in April of this year, A4s a
result SHAEF consider it unnecessary and undesirable for UNRRA to procure
clothes for children O-4, on the Brokenshire lists, You will see the line
that we have taken with SHAEF on this matter, but in the meantime we need
puidance from you as~to whether a) you agree from the records that the

nmumbers of children O-4 are less than it had been anticipated and b, that
their needs are in fact being met and if they are not being met (and all the
evidence in letters ete, from Welfare Officers in Agsembly Centres is that
they are not), is it caused by lack of supplies or poor distribution, and if
it is all a question of distribution I am sure that you could do much to
expedite things from your end, We have recently had word from a Miss Dingle
in one Assembly Centre and she has been there for quite a month I think, in
whichoase there seems little excuse for her demands not being met, It is all a
question of standard, It appears to me understandable that Welfare Officers'
requests for goods which the military have promised us they have a sufficient
stock of should not be met within say a fortnight of an officer's demands but
it is not good enough when that demand is not met for a month, If, on the
other hand, you consider that procurement is absolutely necessary, will you
let us know with supporting evidenoe and we will come back to attack,

Sa Screening of Supply Problems, We are talking up with Ma jor Brokenshire

here how supply demands are at present screening and I believe that it will be
very useful for you to pursue the subject at your end also, It appears to

me probably that demands from Welfare Officers are not getting routed along

the right chammels, perhaps because nobody has explained what the right

channels are, It would appear to me from this end that the more you can

lay your hands on Welfare Officers' cri-de-couers for supplies the more likely the
are to get attended to, One is deeply sympathetic with the military's problems,
but the situation is hard for the welfare officers in the field, We seem to
hear so often that the welfare officerx having put in a pequest, reoeived no
kind of reply for weeks on end and that seems to me indefensible, It is

always easier to carry on if you have no help for a certain period - it is more
difficult when you Jjust hear nothing at all,

Good luck to you and very best wishes,

Yours sincerely,
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Welfare Matters Affecting UNERA.
Mr. Edmison, Chief UNRRA Liaison Officer.
am enclosing herewith a letter to Mr. Kettle,
Sir George Reid)s I should de grateful to you,
ter perusal, you would kindly forward it to ﬂﬂr Kettle.
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£ol% An agreement has been signed between SHAEF and the French Government
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70 ? Mr, Fletcher C, Kettle, UNRRA EHO (Attn: Sir Gsorge Reid),
SUBJECT : Welfare Matters affecting UNRRA,

1. With regard to the matters you requested, I follow up, I herewith submit
the following informationi~

l. Agreement with French Government concerning care of Buchenwald
Children,

which does not, however, make provision for UNRBA supervision of the care of
these children nor for UNRHA accepting the responsibility for their repatriation

and/or resettlement. This has been, by agreement, referred to the Intergovern~
mental Committee on Refugees,

It will consequently not be necessary to deploy Miss Pearce for negotiation
and supervision of this project.

2« Child Welfare,

In view of the agreement with the Swedish Government, and the present
proposals of the Don Suisse, it is imperative to get UNBRA child welfare ex-
perienced workers into the field as soon as possible, The essential requirement
is that these workers have language gqualifications in order to make it possible
for them to work with the children,

Miss Maria Liebeskind (Polish) ang Misg Odette Despeigne have been strongly
recommended by Capt. Patterson and Mr, and are being held at Granville,

As I left for Franifurt I was unable to interview them but have avproved their
nominations,

In order to expedite matters Mr, Edmison is endeavouring to get clearance
to have one assigned to Belsenbergen and the other also to the 21 Army Group, to
be deployed in accordance with specific need.

Endeavours will be made by Mr, Edmison to have Miss Pearce assigned to the
12 Army Group, although this may take some little time.

3« Supplementary Registration Card,

From information available at the moment, it would appear that there is
practically no "unidentified child" problem, In Buchenwald Mr, Youngdahl advised
that all of the Jewish children (including the unaccompanied ones) had been identi-
fields In his opinion, while there might eventually be a few isolated cases, it
was not anticivated that this would constitute a major problem. As soon as the

proposed supplementary registration card and instructions are received from ERO,
the matter will be taken up,

Mr. Barber is shortly returning to ERO and will personally advise you of

Progress made regarding the setting up of the Location Unit and its relationship
to the National Tra¥ming Bureau and International Red Cross,




5. BNegotiations with Voluntary Socleties,

The present stage of development regarding the agreenments reached
with the British Red Cross and SHALF has already been advised to ERO, The
T present anomalous situation is viewed with conslderable misgiving and cone
\ stitutes one of the most urgent UNRRA problems in this operation,

Mr, C, Ernst who was responsible for negotiations with voluntary societies,
| has now assumed a Fleld appointment. On the urgent request of Col. Schottland ,
who considered that an experienced VNERA officer assume the duty of contacting
and nesotiating with voluntary societies regarding the content of their pro-
jects etc, the services of Miss M, Bradford were requested for this duty. She
will be assisted by Miss C, Grant who will be responsible for all the adminis-
tration work regarding the mobilisation, equipment and calling forward of
voluntary society personnsl.

It was the strong reguest of Col, Schottland that this function of liaison
wits voluntary societies be undertaken by one UNREA officer, who will be mobile
and able to move to Brussels, Frankfurt, Holland, where reguired. In this
way agreements can be expedited, co-ordination of all voluntary socleties
projects ensured and active contact maintained with field requirements.

6. Deployment of Army Group and Area Welfare Officers,

following welfare personnel has been deployedi-

Mr, AB. Braumbridge - 21 Army
Miss M, Rackstraw - 21 Army
Miss E, Blagkey - 12 "

Mr. D.B. Woydlinger - 32,8
Miss S. lally 12 ®
Miss O, Biggar 12 "
fiss Grace Sewsll 12 =
Mr, Martin Sherry 6 ¢

The decision whether the above will be assigned-to Army Group or Area
posts will be made by the military authorities in each Army Group,

ShlioR

H, P, POLLAK
UNREA Qfficer.
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Extracts from Repard
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Now I must stop as I am cold and damp and muddy, Shaving in the open
with eold water is an excellent hardening process with a biting wind blowing
from the North Sea, The country is floocded in perts and everything is
frightfully damp, Our pecple eame through here with flame throwers and the
trees are all stripped and lifeless,”

This matter-of-fact huwman regital 1

s clearly indicative that the
predictions made at the Res : A0 are true and that

sase and lworry well behind them,

Reeding Training School and
UNRRA workers in the field have left










3.

bullt on the extensive squeres of the caseyne Indi-
hveboa:utilhodmdwmdmmngrormlm
oompos trenches have been more or lesa adqute
veather we've had.  Vork on this contimes ...

t observes that the genoral health status of the D,P.s is as
arrival they are gererally undermourdshed, lack tone, Yet even
the short time of thely stay ¢> date, improvement can be noted. 1In spite
tm-ininlmtorroodmmnd, the amunt of energy expended by most
» 18 not stradning, Facilities are not as yet avallatle for a thorough
physical examination of sach, A dispensary with thirty beds has been establishe
with four Russian dootors, D.P,s and an adequate staff of willing murses aides.
Simownrﬂulamlinmminmmuiunmbemud, partice
ularly with the aoguiring of two earloads of hospltal equipment from a bonbed
RR junetion,

Epidemic Disease; One definite case of typhus, three probables have
been discover-d, The whole populati-m has been dusted with DDT and re-
powdering has agein begum,

A quarantine has been established on the bullding suspected -f being the
origin of the typhus cases, A requisition has been subedttod to the U, 8,
Army GMC for Typhus Vaocine, which will be used should the sitweti-n beome
more serious,

Amnrauinmmuhnbemdhmf& though without S-RBay or
other ddagnstic equipment, an exnot dstarminetion of ™8 ingidence am ngst
the population is not kmown The hospitalimgion of TB patients must be
met,

V.D, 1s present in the camp,
The ohildren are generally maln urished, several rechitios being observed,

Minor cases are treat:d at the camp hospital, the mers serious being sent to
German Govermment Hospitals, In this ares n- feoilities have been fomd for
treatment of VD and 78..,

mmmmmmm-wunortmmmldm

and reoreational activity as well as co~ed activity, The wmarried males

rm-mmxmm"m“umgamumwmmm

Russians, Twice 2 week, mﬂ.m‘nm-nmvttymm

zed and produced by the D, P, s. A Mgh Community Hall s being constructed.
SpurtlfnrthamuadmloptmmivizyﬂthrmnnMnofth-

nrmofﬁ-lmﬁndagtmm-ﬁming
time make this Soviet eity s happy loocking place . .

Recommendat! ns

URRRA persornmel should be fully prepared to do whatever is required regard-
less of classiffeation,

Persomnel with knowledge of languages are far mre effootive. Commn




- -

Wﬂ franee” should be e-ncentrated upon. Slavic-ingl!ish interpreters
are % to prooure, French too is valuable

Persomal PX type of supplics, such as cigarettes, mazor blades and the like
are extremely soaree, If a ratiom of five cigarettes per day oould s-mehow be
seoured, they would be very useful forms of gmtulty for work performed - over and
above food and shelter,

UNRRA teams in the field should be kept thoroughly informed through
charmels of SHAZF directives on the subject of nati-nalitles, status, and
matters on the status of Displaced Persons and ex P, V.8 allied, and Italianf,

Mr, Vap don Bogaert concludes in this enthusiastic vay - "We are all
very happy and full of really werthewidle work, and T take this opportunity of
informing you that I and all my staff are receiving the fullest coopeation and
assistance from every single person in the Al14ed Forees, be they officers o3
B X, nndnprdlunnrthcirgndaorﬁunﬁn. Indoed thelr assistance is
sometimes embarrassing

Mr. MoDonald is arranging a meeting of all s team direstors on Sunday
15th May, at which mutual problems will be afred, Mr, Hdxison ms accepted
an invitati-n to address this group on this seoesion anl mber into the
discussi ns. ’

3, 12¢h Avmy Group (Mr Vernon Kennody, UNERA Idmisen Officer)

e, Kennedy writes in as follows - "Referring to Secti n H of your Report
No, 9, entitled 'ﬁicuq_ﬂm_ on UNRRA Spearhead Tosms”, to keep the
record straight, is no eonflict T mst emhntl v state that I am
in oomplete agreement with Messrs. achlee and MoDoneld that full WiRRA teams
to &

are pearhead toams, The old saying "A good big man is better
than a good little man® ia and alrays has been trus, However, in yiew of the
of immediately d-ing something for the dlgplaced pers ns
UNRRA persomnel at present avallable, T feel that 1t is
mmhmﬂntmmmmmm*
Therefore, as a mtter of expediency and expedienay only,
persommel in the field as soom a&s possible and owwer As
even to the extent of having, if meoessary, snly one
the oampa, I bellave it is owr duty to have the
mmﬁm.mnrtummmnm time as we have
, staff the centres with full teams, we should ower as many oentres
th the persomnel we ean make svailabls, So that cthers will understand
my position, I request that this letter be published in your next report”.

Paul J,

and 15«b,

peria ;
Perillicux (murse) and I a
o t there are about 16,000 D,P,8 here,
bad. Sandtation is horrid, Of the 16,000, about 5,300 are Italians, 9,000
Russians, These two grouns, tolﬂ.mnkelytohmtgmuba-
cause there is no shipping Bast of the Bhine, The remaining 1,700 are compnaed
of Poles, Osechs, Yugnslavs, Bolgians, Prench and Digh is vary little
illness amng the group .. .. The new Captain lms & large foree +f officers and
men under his comand, and as & resalt -F a confarence with hin this maming,
we, UNRRA, except for owr dowet T, are simply o cheserve = "lay low” as he put it
&mmmmms.mwrtmim. he my use
Madeline Perillieux 1if he wishes




Extracts from Report for
Period 22nd April - 26th
April, 1945

ASSEMBLY CENTRES IN GERMANY
eld s of Chief UNRRA Lisison
Officer to SHAEF iGE!

Travel Notes of Mr, J,A, Edmison

The Senior UNRRA Officer took & trip to the field 22 - 27 April
inclusive, and hereunder are his memorande, The six D, P, camps he visited
were all under the jurisdiction of the 12th Army Group, He was joined by
Mr, Vernon Kemnedy, UNRRA Iiaisen Officer, 12¢h Army Group, in Germany on
2%rd April, and the two made the subsequent inspections jointly,

Sunday, 22 April 1945
_galks with G-5 Personnel

At Hesdgquarters 12th U.S, Army Group I had very satisfactory interviews
with General Ryan, Oolonel Page and L%, Colonel Brewer, of G-5. They
expressed themselves as being pleased with the UNRRA teams now working in their
jurisdiction, and made a strong plea for more of our peraomnel. "We will take
£111 UNRRA teams -spearhead UNRRA teems-and UNRRA individmls - with or without
transport and even without full ers mal emtinment - we want your UNRRA people =
and we went them quickly" - such was the jrint manifesto of the three key
G5 officers in the army Group vhich has une-vered over 60" of all the displaced
perscns so far dsalt with.” They are fully awere of the supply difficulties

which Jave hindered the UNRRA projeet in the pmst. It i: clear that they
consider a higher pricrity should be ace-rded us. (I reflected aftervards
that, if all oifichldom were as understanding as these three officers, the

€3 tons of vital USRRA supplies which sinee 29th March have been collesting
dust at n‘n embarkation port would have long since been in stricken hnamanity's
service!

Four UNRRA Trucks

This afternoon I passed four UNRRA trucks on the road and waved to the
oocupants., Ome might logleally comment « "Why mention it? You passed or saw
hundreds of other and finer trucks on that historie highwey through the Argome
- 50 why make emphasis on these four?” T do so because I can picture all
soo vividly what has gone before ... the Conference at Atlantiec City and
Montresl - the endless desk work in Washington and London - inumerable
interviews on supply problems, priority, personnel matters ete. eto. ete,
those zealous lectures at the Reading Training Sehool - the of'ten exasperating
waiting period in the United Fingdom - the fimal call-up = the
for equipment and Xit - the delays of processing and clearing of pessports -
the train and boat jolrneys - Paris, with or without smooth reception arrange-
ments = Gramville - the arrangement of teams - the great and perplexing
problem of first obtaining vehicles and then of oonditi~ning them - the excite-
ment of the final departure day = "We're going to the 12th Army Group" - Good-
bye to Mr, Paterson and Mr. Forster and their hard-working staff - the ruts
and bumps of a erowded war-ravaged road system. And on their second day of
travel and within a few houra of taking up the most strermous gooinl welfare
campaign of all time T see those UNRRA team members in thelr transport
nearing Germany and its victims, [Hence, T have n apology to make for
reflecting on those four tructs and on their significance!




H, Q. 15th Army

Through the lovely Duchy of Lurembourg into the land of the Nazis - ant
of the displaced persons, Long interview with Captain Lueas of G=5, 15th
Army, who is very satisfied with the UNRRA teams he now has, but again and
again pleaded for more of them - and soon. He confirmed lr, Kennedy's
opinion that there should be an UNRRA representative at his Headquarters.

UNRRA Team No. 62

Was pleased to mect this team as they were passing through their
station, The Director, Mr., J. Pranck is a Frenchman (the lst Fremch UNRWA
team director I have met persomally) - and he struck me as being most keen
and efficient, His team members were in good spirits and amxious o gt
down to work,

Duisdorf No, 1

This is more than a D, P, camp - it is a thriving team of 10,000 people,
minly Western Gurcpe, Here UNRRA team No, 43 (MMIA) is in operation and
the Director, Miss Haour,is one of the busiest individuals I have met in
her in charge of "dusting” activities, then saw her

20 French repatriates, and as I left she was
giving the luncheon preparations a looking over. This is basiecally a
transit camp, The UNRRA truck was busily engaged in drawing supplies and
in transporting displaced persons, Mis Haowr is very enthused about
UNRRA end after cbserving her in action I should say that the admiration
is mutual. The camp is located in a German barracks. The D,P. 's seemed
very happy and songs I heard in several langmges, The Dutch have taken
over kitchen duties to the seeming satisfaction of all concerned, Before
my departure I dropped into the chapel where a PFrench D,P. was playing the
organ - and ix the strains lingered with me as I passed out from scenes
which even Handel'!s imaginati-m could not have envisaged.

Alsdorf

Here Mr. Primemse (Team No. 33) is the UNRRA director in charge. Some
1600 Poles and Ttalisns are housed in four camps in the immeliate area,

in German homes from which the ocoupants had fled. A school has
been started with 61 ehildren in attendance, Books, challk, slates, penmcils,
eto. are sorely needed, Sanitati n is good, as most of the houses have
flush toilets, which army plumbers have repaired. I vas present when large
rolls of requisitioned German silk were brought in and a fair quantity of
men's new clothing, Since this cemp eolomy is presumbly going to be a
static one for some time, Mr, Primrose iz keen to obtain ecbblers' and
carpenters' tools, gardening implements, vegetable seeds, and also sewing
machines and knitting needles. He feels that a duplicator for a ecamp
newspaper would also be very useful. There has been no Sobaceco issue
from German stocks and Mr, Primwvwse said that such supplies would greatly
aid camp morale, In this particular camp the woman oook the meals in the
individual houses, and there are consequently home life touches mot generally
met with elsewhere in D, P, eircles.

Brand

——

It is no exaggeration to say that at this camp the UNRRA Director,
Mr, Iu%r_-_n, has done a truly momumental j-b with his team, No.4, They
serve the needs of 11,000 displaced persons (10,000 Russians, 400 Ttalians,
350 Poles, 100 Jugoslavs and miscellaneous, including one Chinaman) «
who are living in a German barrecks, Here, M. Westerman's nowledge of the
Russian langunge is of great utility, ("Without Mr. Westerman I would go
crazy”, the Camp Commndent seid to me). Much work has been done to improve
sanitation, which had previously been deplorable, The well
hospital has 170 bed patients and the UNRRA doetor is in charge of the out-
patient department, There are 275 children under the age of 1, years and a
school has been started, with a staff of 30 teachers recruited from amng
the displaced persons., A Day HNursery was alsy set up this week, and its
quarters, like those of the school, are situated outside the camp
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gromds, [Here the little children are served special meals, There is a
vital need for school equipment of all sorts and at the present time the
teaching library eonsists of 5 books which Mr, Westerman brought out from
London. Reereational material of all kinds is badly needed - adult books,
musical instruments, artists' paints, soccer balls, ete. - anything

to help 1ift the boredom of life for 11000 displaced persons whose
prospect of repatriation is not in the immediate future.

spend the night of 24th April and the next morning
. MoGonigal and his UNRRA team No, 8 work
day. &n T arrived the populati-n was 40O
Russians - but during the night 235 more moved in and arrangements are
a total of 6000 in the next fow days or weeks, It was
interesting for me to wa the advent of the 235 ~ but mot so interesting
. as they had been warned to expect 2 only.
They piled out of trucks and as a boy performed on a mouth organ they
unloaded huge quantities of mttresses, bed elothing, beds, sewing mmchines,
baby ecarrisges, suitcases - and of course, babies, They quickly lined up
on the parade ground where once had strutted Hitler's Panzer Gremadiers
(this camp is 2lso loeated in & barracks) and in short order wee placed
for the night. In the morning the UNRRA dootor commenced their
'dusting' and the UNRRA welfare worker thelr registration. M, Welss,
the UNRRA supply officer at this camp speaks Russian and in e-nsequence
his presence at this spot is indeed fortunate, Mr. NeConigal and Mss
Biggar, the Welfare Officer, hope to organize a school and a day nursery -
but are faced with 2 total lack of elementary supplies for these important
puposes,

Wedneslhy, 25 April

team - 1ib is here under the direction of M- Maurice
who, along with a mirse, a welfare officer and a driver, is servieing
of 1700 Poles. It is fortumate that this camp is shortly
dlyhnnbodﬂcmnhmksuthmhmnm‘m
truck) and no eleetrieity, There are 375 children
age of 14 years and 450 women, 47 f whom are pregnant. The
sanitati-n ere until the a‘vent »f an Engineering Unit., A school
sh D,P. teachers inattendance. The Polish
L German eivilian doctors are in

German R,C,priest eonducts services on Sundava.
this camp to guard prisoners in France,
9000 francs per month., There are 25 7.5,
ga PRRA staff are foreed to live in a house
over half a mile from the camp because of the lack of acoymmrdation. T saw
the new location cutside Trier to which removal is planned next week, and
it is more advantageous in every respect.

Trier

Mr, Bdwards with his team No. 19 4is in charge of UNRRA operations
among splaced persons in this German barracks (3000 Russians,
5000 Ttalians and miscellaneous), There are 7614 men, 986 women and 180
children. A school is just being started by the UNRRA welfare officer and
supplies are sorely needed. There has been no registrati-n yet - because
while the cards are here there is no ink or pens., There are no lights
and water is supplied at five points by military tanks. The U 5. Red
Cross has given clothing items. The two UNRRA drivers and their trucks
are kept very busy drawing sugplies. Flentiful medical stores fyom
captured German stocks. Concerts are held every evening,




General Observati-ns

After such a towr of 939 miles one carries avay impressi-ns which
may be in the long run more useful than any fleeting notes hastily seribbled
on the spot. Tt is ome thing to do D,P,work behind a desk by pen and by
telephone. It is quite an ther to meet the problems face o face and T
recommend that all UNRRA persomnel at SHAEP do a term of duty in a camp,
which even for a two week perind would be of inestimable value to all
aspeots of their future UNRRA work

Words are imadequate for me to express my admiration for the UNRRA
members I saw in the field, They work under the most trying conditi ns and
under most primitive living arrangements., Hot water is a luxury and senita-
tion facilities are most elementary. Their hours of sleep are most
irregular, as displaced persons may be transported in n them at all hours of
the night. Days off are wknown to them Moat T talked with lad never set
foot outside the camp since arrival, and even if they did have time for a walk,
strolling in an enemy ecountry has its limitations. Complete isolation is
their lot -~ yet never a complaint did I receive. Their utter devotion to
their work and to UNRRA objectives is what carries them along

It should be recognized that at the present stage UNRRA teams are working
the camps jointly with military personnel In the six eamps I visited the
mutual help and cooperation vas marked. The camp commandants were uniformly
high in their praise and made such remarks as "We couldn't do without UNRRA
now" - “We get along famously” - and "Those UNRRA folk sure are first class
workers". A very important feature is that with the rapidly changing military
pioture these combat units are never long in one eamp - often not f5r more than
a few days. (T understand that 11 changes of commandant were made in 10 days
in one eamp), Casequently UNRRA perscnnel provide the only management contine
uity and inooming officers rely greatly on thelr coumsel and knovledge of
local eonditi-ns, This was impressed on me everywhere and is an aspect which
should receive sericus study, It is partly for this reas'n that Mr, Kermedy
and the G-5 officers at the 12¢h Army Group are urging that we send as few
as two UNRRA members to as many camps as possible so that o ntimdty of poliey
can be maintained. (These »f course to be reinforced at a later date by
more UNRRA personnel),

Iwas was rather agreeably surprised to mnte that the dlsplaced pers-ns
I saw were generally fairly well persomally equipped. They ususlly brought
blankets and often mattresses with them and sometimes even beds. For those
lacking in blankets the camps had a st re ~f GCerman military issus., Their
clothing was adequate for this time -f year, but eold westher will bring its
problems. There is & boot shortage and leather and cobblers' tools are
badly needed. The need of growing children for elothing is obwicus, and o
stores of such were observed.

The food situation 1s not as bad as T had feared. German steam kitchens
are everywhere used sl there is no lack of trained cooks amng the displaced
persons. Milk is only provided for children and expectant mothers, The
general practioe is for the UNRRA supply officer to inform the Cémmandant
what is required and the latter obtains either military stores or requisitions
from the Germans. (For instance, in one ares a huge German store of potatoes
had been wncovered). Bread is being baked at some of the camps




Generally, the sleeping eonditions are overcrowded, frequently
15 = 20 persons in a medium sized rwom. This is a problem which all
concerned are working to everc-me, The asquisition of army tents would
help eomsiderably in the larger cam-s, The segregation is by
nationalities, special nr vi sions are made to» keen family groups together,

The displaced persons T saw were surprisingly happy under the circume
stances. On all sides you would hear songs and see folk dsneing. They
put on plays and concerts and variety shows despite pitiful lack of
facilities, An influx of books and reerestional squi ment would help
greatly to maintain morsle, Regular tobages issue would be of untold
value, If UNRRA welfare officers had the necessary supplies they eould
contribute even more to the D,P, operatiom -« and the Job  they are doding
now without such material assistance is a splendid one,

It is abundantly manifest to me that we should do everything posaible
to relieve the isolation «f the UNRRA workers in the field, They are very
anxious to learn of the ex eriences of other teams and an UNRRA field news
sheet for general distribution among them 1s indicated. Delivery of mail
has been slow and in some cases non-existent., The UNRRA Iiais-n Officers
at all formations are being asked to explore all means of expediting
delivery, Purthermore all teams should be visited at regular intervals
by the appropriate UNRRA Iiais-n Officers or their recresentatives.




Report of UNRRA Lisison Officer 12 Awy Group

Mr, Vernon Kemnedy has sent a very interesting narretive report of a
five day trip through Third Army territory, from which the following are
pexrtinent extracts:

"One of the most interesting observations of the whole trip is that
people are now trekking Hastward, Ve stopped & great mmber of trekidng
parties and found that & large percentage of them were homeless Germana,
Amcng the moups treklking Rastwerd were Poles snd Rusalans, following American
Ardes figuring that that was the directicn of thelr homeland,™

"Fent from Lenguwyon to the displaced persons camp at Trier, They have
some 9550 displaced persons under the comnmend of Captain Amsterdam, The
ocompoaition of the displaced persons at the time I visited the camp was
50000 Italisns, 2,500 Russisna, 513 Poles and the balance mixed, The
great difficulty thet this camp was experiencing was the lack of waten,

water tem of Trler wes knooked out at the time of the espture of the

and take some time to be put into opemmtion, The camp is at the
of a hill outside theoityliﬂuumtmmter’mstobc‘m“@
tmicks, Ts is extremely aiffioult to mation wmter. The result iz that
moma ~f tie dlsplaced perscns get up to five gallons a day widle others got

Widle th-7 have some ouses of illness, Captain Anstordam wes fearful

of mainteining sanitation and preventing videspread discage in the camp,"

"Arrived Frankfinrt 1000 hours and met Major Schafer, Captain Devis and
Colonel Lindley, Oaptain Davis sald that two UMRRA teams had arrived several

15-A, at Trier, "
Mojor Schafer stressed the need for

were glean and orderly, The populstion of the carp at the time T visited it
was 12,130 and of the following mational compositions: Mussians - 6,200,
Foles = 2,500, F‘rmoh, 2,200, Belglans « 250, Dutch « 180, Ttallans - 700,
and others - 100,"

"As Captain Davis hed to make a trip forwerd, L decided to aoccampany
him and study displaced parsons problems closer to the front and closer to
actusl time of liberation, lLeft Fravdklart at 500 hours, at a
myiber of canps en route, most of wilech were ocoupled by mmibers
of displaced persons without any militsry or outside supcarvision, They
apparently were living off the country and were getting along all right,
Arrived at Herafeld at 1500 hours and met Major Heath vho 1s in charge of
displaced persons work in thet aree, Visited several displaced persons




Captain Dovin suggested that they
Wiesbaden and that he would do what he could to see
salary basis, Ve checked with Captain VW, Momnerstesy,
liaison officer with the Third Amvy, and he said that he thought they

fallen all over the square, Two of the former

other, had retwned to the town that morning dres

were redogniged by the Rusgians, VWhat happened to the guaxds
undescribed,

mwwmwmer,mqmw-farmh

From Wittlich went to Trier and talked with Koughan
the UNRRA team at that centra,

So far, they are doing fairly well congldiering conditions,
However, the problem of health is paramount and as people contimue to liye in
the camps and as the population of the camps grows, the danger of epidemic
increases, Second in importance is the matter of secwrity., People living




campes and that some
The mdlitery
cope with the situation,”

persons
lack is direction and somecne to get them
After talking with UNRRA people who have had some experience in the
fleld and after talldng with the millitary, and fron my own obeervations, T bele-
jeve that the UIRRA programme should be stresmilined, There are & fow fiunda-
mentals that must be understood by all UNIRA personnel ocming Lito the fleld,

1, How to crganize a camp. How %o ploic leaders and ostablish
work

2, Sanitation, FHow to dig e pit latrine, How to acoompliish
senitation with the minimm equipment and with & vexy minimem of
water, :

3, How to get along with the nill tary, What are militery channels
and how do we ask for help from the military,

he How to tredin teams of dusters, All UNRRA persomnel should heve
aotmal dusting experience,

sm.umummmmmmmnm. coupled with common sense,
will permit UITRRA to function efficlently and advantageously and to establish
a reputation for itself, in addition to boing of extreme sorviee at & very
oritical time, The TiGRA team, regardless of sise, has the following dutlies
to s leedership, medicel and sanitatlon, slericnl and supply.
of these duties mny be assumed by an individel, I vos imeessed by the
qualities of a mmber of displaced persons that T wet who hed aseumed
adnintstrative responsib’ lity in the carps, I believe armangements should be
made immedately to incorporate a certaln number of outptanding dlsplaced
persons, who are willing to temporarily waive repatriation In ordar to work
on this programne, into the UNRRA toams, This could be done hy TIRRA teking
thnmi'.apymllorwﬂnwuﬂ.nzthmmuamumdm
displaced persons should be treined as paxt of the
thay should de glven
them as sdmiristretion, and to give them
roccermended for various caunp
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