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It gives me great pleasure to send my greetings to all the participants in this year's Annual
conference of the United Nations Association of the United Kingdom.

The United Nations depends more than ever before on partnerships with civil society
organizations such as yours. Your advocacy, and that of your counterparts throughout the world,
can help raise awareness about important issues ~ both those that tend to be neglected or those
that are just emerging. Your voices can help hold Governments accountable for the pledges they
make at international summits and conferences. And your knowledge of local needs and
aspirations makes you crucial link between the United Nations and the people it exists to serve.

This is a crucial time in the life of the world Organization. There is anxiety about the
situation in Iraq; about nuclear proliferation on the Korean peninsula; and about what seems
like endless violence between Israelis and Palestinians. The threat of global terror hangs over
all of us. The worldwide AIDS epidemic continues to spread with alarming speed. Poverty is
condemning mothers and infants to premature deaths, sending them to bed hungry, denying them
clean drinking water, keeping them away from school. And climate change promises havoc in
our lifetime, just one sign of a global environment under severe stress.

Such challenges call for every group and every individual to do its part. I would like to
thank the UNA-UK for its many contributions, including your support, as secretariat for the
International Stakeholder Forum, for the Johannesburg Summit on Sustainable Development;
your promotion of the "Adopt a minefield" programme; and in particular the efforts, through the
UNA Youth Council and Model United Nations, to prepare future generations for some of the
challenges awaiting them.

Ours may be an era of threats, but it is also one that offers many new and exciting
opportunities. The world has instruments and institutions that are well placed to deal
with these problems, including the United Nations. And ours is the first generation with
the knowledge, technology and resources that can defeat poverty - if we put our minds to
it, and if we hold our leaders to the pledges they made at the Millennium Summit in
September 2000. The United Nations is glad to count the UNA-UK among its close
partners in this endeavour, and it is in that spirit of partnership that I offer you my best
wishes for a productive and memorable annual conference.
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Dear Ahmad,

I have pleasure in sending you the Secretary-General's message to the UNA-UK Annual
Conference, along with our best wishes for a successful event.

Best wishes,
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The UNA-UK Annual Conference will be taking place this
year at the University of East Anglia in Norwich from 25-27 April
2003.

As in previous conferences, the Secretary-General's
message is always a highlight of the conference, and it would be
much appreciated if a message could be available for this year's
event.

Many thanks and best regards.
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