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SUBJECT: Request pro-tracing of parents b-stotement of-plans
for children whose parents are in cuatody in FPolsnd,

TO

e

UNRRA Central Headguerters for Germany,
Arolsen.

Attn. : Por tranemission to Poland.

1. We have forwerded a request for investigation in
Polend of the evacuation through Rawa lMaz of & group of
children whose nationality is undetermined. The children
on the ettached list hsve been able to give addresses of
their parents. Will you ask that these addresses be visited
in the hope of finding families?

2. Paragreph 3 of the attached letter from one of our
Child Sea rch Teams raises the guestion of planning for chil-
dre n whose parents are in custody in Poland., Wil ”fake up
this problem with th e sppropriate Polish agency? Rt our
recent conference of distriet child service of‘icpﬂq it was
reported that several children have had letters from perents
now in custody in Poland, presumably as collsborators. Indi-
vidual case records will be forwarded, as usuel, tﬁﬂou{h the
Central Tracing Bureau. We should like an expression of opinion
on the problem in genersl for our guidence in advising whether
the children should be left in Germen care.

7
Fo“ the Zone Director:

0
\<o‘ _ Cornelis D. Heise
Child Search Officer.
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- GH"J. ‘;..--'*"'
1 - File

o0

SG.




1l4th Roveaber, 1946

, Subjeots Lise o€ Suliah Ghtlares repetriaced
Dear Dr, Zukowska,
We are passing on this list to the Child Tracing

Section of the Central Tracing Byreau for their information
and use,

Yours sincerely,

Coxl H, Wartind,
Departaent of Field Operstions



Lth Novenber, 1546

— moh for the list dated Slst October

e are pessing on this list %o the Child 7

Soatdak 6# Wie Oasteed Srasteg Bsess. fov “rhﬁnﬁh‘
use,

Towrs sincerely,
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UNERA C.HoQs ARCLSEN By ot 9 T e

UNERA WARSAW  No -7 9 - |

1, SUBJECT: VISIT 70 POLAND OF HLACKEY, HELSE AND"PEARSE STCP

2, OUR CAHLE 70, NOVEMBER 8TH, GAVE FULL VISA INFORMATION STGP

3. REPEAT GILEEN ELACKEY AMERIOAN PASSPORT NUMBER 42109 ISSUED
WASHINGTON; DCROTHY PRARSE AMERICAN PASSPORT NUMBER 1763 ISSUED |
nmm;mmnmxmmmm
WASHINGTON STCP

'mem@mwmwm JENISH INPILTRER
CHILIREN, OFILD TRACTNG, LOCATION POLISH CHILDREN IN GNRMANY AMD
FUTURE FLANS STCP

5. LEAVING BERLIN NOVEMBER 19TE EATS PLANE STGP

6. CLRARANCE FROM WARSAW NOT YE? KECEIVED BY PCLISH CONSULATE STGP | E
PLEASE EXPEDITE o

Field Operations
Child Welfare

BRIG,C, GREENSLADE
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" INC i . TON COFY.

FROM:~  UNRRA WARSAW. . P00:= = 8th Nov.

TO:- UNRRA AROLSEN. No. 12208. TOR:= 121130 Nov.
UNRRA LONDON. 225708. (Delayed in Berlin Masg. Ctr)

TEXT : =

1. Your 69. Welcome BLACKIE, HEISE & PEARSE visit 15th November.
2. Send full name, nationality HEISE, PEARSE, to expedite visa clearance
WARSAW. 3,Will inform FUR also Red Cross. Inform us any specific items

to be discussed.
/ UNRRA WARSAW.
DISTRIBUTION:~ Mr. MARTINI (ACTION);

Mr. REICH.
Miss PHILLIPS.
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A CHIIDREN'S TRANSPORT POLAND BOUND
By
Viorica Bretoi, Welfare Officer
UON.RURQAt Child.reniﬂ Oenter
Rindbach near Fbensee
U.S. Zone Austria

It was Sunday, the Lth of August, when Miss Joan Kain, Zone
Child Welfare Officer, brought the heralding news that those Polish
children aff the UNRRA Children's Center ready to be repatriated
Ahould the transport leaving the following Wednesday for Poland

A meeting was called of the professional Polish staff at the
Children's Center to determine which children would be on the trans-
port and make plans for their departure.

So ag not to upset the children any more than necessary, the
staff decided not to inform them until each was passed upon by the
Polish liaison officer, Col., Puhalski, who due to last minute pressure
of duties was unable to do so until the last, on Wednesday moming.

Since time was g0 short and many children were beginning to
suspect, the staff was finally compelled to transmit the news to them
on Tuesday morning after breakfast. Cheers and great excitement fol-
loweds They were especially happy that someone from the UNRRA staff
would accompany them on the trips. Those not on the list were heart-
broken., They received a lot of explaining and consoling. Then, too,
two of the older boys objected to going ~ one mildly but the other
very definitely. His obJjection was due to his fear of Russians -~ he
claimed that even though he was Polish, he was born in Russia and
therefore they would surely send him to Russia., He refused to g.
The first said nothing, but disappeared shortly before the train left
Salzburg,

The eclothing inventories of the children were studied by the
teachers and sufficient clothing for one year iesued them on Monday.
The following day each child was issued such incidentals as tooth paste,
tooth brush, soap, wash cloth, towel, note book, pencil, crayons, darn=
ing cotton, yarn, toilet paper, one square foot soling leather, two
blankets, field flask ete. After arriving in Poland, each was given
an Australian Red Cross Parcel and four packages of Australian candy.

The children's laundry was done first thing Monday so that all
clothing was clean. The seamstresses made a large duffle bag fox_‘ each
child's clothing and belongings. Each had his name printed on his bag
in large letters., Name tags with destination, and address, where k:._vzmm,
were made for each to wesr around his neck, in case any should get Zost.

In Salzburg at the UNRRA Transit Hotel "Europa" the children
were served hot chocolate and sandwiches while their coach was cleaned ad
bags loaded, The children were becoming restless so really breathed a
sigh of relief when finally at 10:00 A,M., or what we thought was depart-
ing time, they were in' their places on the only coach in a transport of
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68 bexears carrying ebeut 1200 displaked persens back to Polandd

A makeshift pantry and kitchen was set up in one of the com-
partments with sliding doors from vhich a lunch wak served of bread,
butter, pork loaf, aprinot preserves and hat comma., The cocoa was
~contributed by the UNRRA Transit Hotel in Salzburg; the apricot pre-
serves and pork loaf by the PRC, Bread, butter and cocoa were served
for "Jause" at 3:00, Two Polish women being repatriated, in retwrmn for
the privilege of riding in the coach with the children instead of in a
box car, were most helpful in assisting with the meals.

Movement orders from the U,S. Army were given to us by Miss Kain
early in the day but it was after luneh before we finally received the
Polish liaison officer's blessings and certification signed by him for
each child.

When shortly after lunch ene of the Austrian R,R. employees in-
formed us that he had inatructions to discennect our coach from the
transport, we were all quite disturbed, Our statement was that we
intended to stay right where we were, so Mrs. Nell West, Chief Welfare
Cfficer Austrian Mission, and Mr. Eds Glazek, UNRRA Welfare Officer,both
acocompanying the transport, proceeded to clarify our stand with RTO. At
this point we were all so tired we thought we would rather go back to
Ebensee than undergo another upsets At last the good news - we were to
stay in our coach, which was to be "home" for the next five days. The
coach was fortunately moved from the tail end of the train to the center,
next to the food car from where hot tea'was issued the other children
on the transport and hot water was often available to mix hot milk for
our children. .

Pictures were taken by an UNRRA photographer of the children en
the train shortly before leaving.

After seven hours of waiting the children grew meore and more impa-
ticnt. Their one and only concern now was to get back to Poland to their
loved ones, Finally to their great Joy and my relief, around 5:00 P.M.,
7 hours late, the train started moving Poland-bound. We counted our
children - there were only ninetcen ~ one was missing ~ it was Jeray
Gryszynski age 15, We thought possibly he may have been in ene of the
other cars, but searches at the next two stops were fruitless. A wire
was sent to Vienna and Salzburg from Czechoslovakia., Later Miss Kain
claimed she had seen Jerzy last in the PRC auto as it pulled out of the
station,

The children's schedule was altered as little as possible during the
trip from what they had been accustomeds, Their day looked something like
the following:

7130 awakened

300 breakfast

9: 00 work clean=up
10:00 mid~-morning snack
10: 30 play
12:0C lunch
13:00 rest

14:00 free
15:00 "Jause"
15:30 handicrafts, stories, games
18100 supper
19100 clean=-up

19330 bathing

20:00 to bed /younger ones/
21330 to bed/clder ones
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fne of the first things we did before starting out was to have a
meeting-and delegate responsibilitics. Leon was responsible for the
six older boys, Henry for the five smaller boys; Alfred and Josef or
Bruno and Ludwig alternated standing guard at the two entrances to keep
strangers out. The ecleaning and water details were alternated amongst
these six boys also,

Amongst the girls, Zita was responsible for all eight of them with
one compartment of four delegated to Maria and the other to Jani. Zita
assigned the cleaning details for their end of the car, and was responsi=-
ble for aceing that the younger girls were washed and in bed at 8:00.

To be certain that none of the children were lost on the way, Leon
and Zita were asked to report the count after earh stop -- eleven boys
and cight girls - it tallied each time. The girls and younger boys were
never permitted to leave the coach more than once each day and then only
for a few minutes and under the watchful eyes £ the elder boys.

The transport continued at its snail like pace for five days. Each
stop seemed to get longer and longer. The children wanted to keep moving,
so0 each time ohild after child would askt "Miss Vi, why are we stopping
here?" "How long will we be here?" "How far are we from the border?"
"Why don't we start moving?" "When will we get to Poland?" "Are there
many Rugsians in Poland?"

The question "Are there many Russians in Poland" led to an interest-
ing discussion one afternoon., Barbara had a very vivid imegination and
she loved to dramatize, Her wild tales of Russians left the smaller ones
wide-eyed with fear. She stated that the Russians were all wicked mur-
derers. That they committed many attrocitiea and that Poland was prebably
filled with Russian soldiers. When asked where she had heard such fantas-
tic tales, she claimed that they were taught this in school under the
Nazis, It was then pointed out that they had been tauyght all Americans
were likewise gangsters and bad negroes but after having met some kindly
ones, hadn't they thought differently? They were reminded that amongst all
people there were good and bad; and that it was erroneous to generalize,
They were assured that no one would harm them, and that the Russians, too,
were very fond of children, like any other races When asked te recall
whether it wasn't Just Nazi propaganda which formed the basis for their
fears, they felt convinced that that was it, Later in Poland when they saw
three Russian soldiers walking down the street, it was Barbara who pointed
out to the others, "See, they won't harm us. They are not much different
from other soldiers, There are not many of them either,"

During the entire Jjourney the children were very easily amused, Wed=
nesday evening and Thursday they chose to watch the scenery, spot farm
animals, birds, fruit treces, and ask numerous questions. Friday we had a
lot of fun playing fife and drums, Toy fifes and ocarinas were given each .
of the smaller children. We had also brought colored paper along, from
which we made paper hats. The little ones had a great time parading up and
dovwn the coach with their gav colored hats fifing away until they nearly
drove the older children mad. On Saturday they fifed with heads hanging out
the windows, to a2 more appreciative audience, or anyway less complaining one =
the animals and people we passed by along the way.

Checkers and chess were provided for the older children. We often
sangs Embroidery thread and bits of white material were provided the girls
who were not already busily engaged in completing the table cloths they had
started at the Children's Home., We also had paper dolls, a few beoks, funnies,
and card games., Occagionally a priest from one of the other cars on the
transport would amuse the children with stories and tales of some of his

experiences,
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Discipline was no great problems The beys lmew they were respon=
sible to Leon and Henry and the girls to laria and Zita. They were
very well-behaved. Their punishment included nothing more than addi-
tional timc being added to their resb period if they were not quiet from
13:00 to 14:00. Or worse than that, if they got into fights, like Olek
and Kashek or Wladek and Rudy, all between the ages of 7 and 10 years,
aften did, they were required to sit alone in their places and forbidden
to speak to anyone nor be spoken to for half an hour or an hour. This
wag real punishment not te be able to point eut abjects of interest nsr
ask questionss They teok it like 1i¥tle men, however, and sat and psuted
the whole pcriod. -

Passing by, what is more, stopping by fruit orchards in Czechoslovalkia
was a temptation that I myself could not resists Rushing out t» pick a
handful of plums and peara at one stop was when I made my first great
mistake, Trying to keep our six big boys back at this point was impossi~
ble., All I could do was ask them to poel their booty, share it with the
others and hold back what was green myself, Needless te say, we were
taking no chances. Cheese was on the menu for supper that day.

In Prague our train was met by a long line of black marketeers, Most
of them were station mon ecarrying satchels of ecembs, brushes, flashlights,
shoes, clothing, foedstuffs, even pastry = most anything one could wish -
for cigarettes, their medium of exchange. Our childrem looked with long-
ing cyes at some of the fancy pastries tnat passed by =~ much too slowly
for my ovm comfort.

Trying to keep nineteen boys and girls clean amidst all that dusv,
smoke, soot and grime would be a big order with w ater being plentiful.
However, we thought we did very well on our very limited water supply.

Henry faithfully bathed his five little charges each evening by
standing them in the wash basin we had borrowed from our British neighbours
in the next car, soaping them good from head to foot, then pouring wter
over their heads with our canvas bucket. Sometimes we were able te gt a
milk can or two of hot water frem the next car, This made bathing alot
more pleasant. Saturday afternoon we all ran out of waters It had been
a very hot day and the ehildren were messier than ever. I had harrors of
their arriving in Poland looking their werst, when fortunately we stopped
at a railroad station water point in Czechoslovakia. The children quickly
donned their hathing trunks, grabbed their scap and wash cloths and had
a good shower while Leon pumped away for all he was worth on this luge

DUlPa

After they werc bathed, the young mnes clinmbed into their ch:ckered
pajamas and crawled into beds Bed for them was a blanket for a mattress
and another for covering with their coats folded into pillews. Their
benches in the compartuents were long enough so that two could sleep
feet to fect. Of course, their feet tangled every now and then, and 80
did theys Several times dwring the night I was startled by a loud thump,
only to f£ind that Jeanee, Olek or Rudy had rolled out of ted onto the floor.
Henry and Josef of the older boys, chose to sleep in the baggage racks
above for more space. Little Kashek, of course, imitated thems

The girls had sliding doors on their compartments, so one in each
usually spread her blanket on the floor for 2 more spacious beds

Fortunately the coach had two toilets. We kept a lantern burning
all night outside the doors,

It was not often possible to get enough boiled water for our hot_
milk and drinking water, too, so it was of ten necessary to chlorinate it



The children disliked this very much and had to be watched closely at
station stops. The chiorine taste was not noticeable, however, when
it was used to i lute canned milk and with a little sugar added, We
also had a small asount of marmelade which we mixed with water for
variation.

We had brought sufficient rations for the five day trip with
us from Ebensee, Food remaining was turned over te the FRC in Peland,
The children's achedules were strictly adhered ta, Their menus looked
something like the following:

8:00 Breakfasts: 12300 Lunchs 13: 00 Supper.
Milk Milk Hot cccoa er tea
Bread, butter Bread, butter Bread, butter
Egg, hard boiled Porkk or ham loan Salmon, tuna,
Apricot or peach Sardines or
Preserves Cheese
10: 00 Mid~morning snack:15:00 Jause: 20130 Eve Snack:
i1k Hot Cocoa or tea  /for older boys/
Bread, butter Biscuits Biscuits
or raisin cookies Candy

Frida:- evening we all had a cleaning streak, We were able to
get more warm water than usual, so after bathing the youngsters, the older
ones took good sponge baths and the boys washed their hair, then their
socks and shirts, which they strung out 2t one. end of the car. It really
look2d like wash day in the children's coach, All the water spilling around
was a good excuse to scrub out btoth ends of the ear; then how could we
neglect the kitchen floor and atove all the toiletsj finally we made a
cemplete Jjob of it and scrubbed out the aisles as well, We were mighty
proud of our housekeeping this evening,

We used pienty of DDT powder, especially in the kitchen and
toilets,ao0 that very few flies were around. Leon was responsible for
DDT~ing each morning af'ter the cleaning detail.

The Pirst Aid station I set up in my compartment was a very busy

place, Cinders seemed to keep getting into their eyes, acratches and

bruises needed frequent washing and clean bandaides to prevent infection.

There wers a few headaches, only one or two tummy aches/ and these were

before the fruit locting episodes/, Of course, Malgerzata was train sick,

as well as car sick, but only for the first day., Fortunately nothing more !

serious happened during the Jjowrmey for there was neither a doctor nor |

nurse on the entire transport, |
|
|
|

Saturday evening we stopped only a few hours from the Polish border.
Excitement reached new heights. They all wanted to stay awake until they
entered Poland, I assured them that we would not arrive in Dziedzice before
morning so thet our schedule would be unchanged. The small boys finally
dozed off about 21:00, the girls a short time later, and one by one the
older boys. Leon managed to be awake when we reached the border shortly
before midnight,

The transport was greeted with speeches, music, singing and dancing
that could be heard all about. Mrs. West, who had spent the last two
evenings in our coach, and Mr., Glazek decided that UNRRA should be repre-
sented, so after presenting our passports at the check points, they witnessed
the festivities which included warm food for anyone who came to get it.
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Early Sunday morning about 5:30 we arrived in Dziedzice,
but it was not until about 7:30 that anyone stirred. The little
cnes awakened +ith the question: "When are we going to cross the
border?" "How far are we from the border?" They were certainly
surprised when they found out they weres already in Poland. Their
one great anxiety now was: "When will we find our parents or rela=-
tives?"

The children were asked not to leave the ceach, because al=-
though the remainder of the transport was required to report at
Dziedzice reception center; all unaccompanied echildren were expected
to report at Kozle reception center. We were under the impression that
our coach was to econtinue the remaining 60 km cr so to Kozle, but the
RTO at Dziedzice changed our minds rapidly encugh for us. Their main
concern was to get Ue.3. transport back to the U.S, zones, and if a geod
coach got separated from the rest of the cars, they felt certain they
would never see it again,

The children had breakfast as usual, this time oonsisting of
bread, apricot preserves and the last of owr milk.

A nun appeared shortly after 8:00 locking for a transport of
children from "Braunau, Germany". A PRC representative came to offer
her services, Mrs, West followed her to phone Kazle regarding arrange-
ments to transport the children there,

Avout 10:00 a woman and a gentleman, employees of PUR, state
repatriation commission, arrived to take the children to the reception
center at Dziedzice "for two or three days until transport can be ar~
ranged for Kozle.," Having alrsady checked train schedules to Kozle, I
asked why the children could not leave that very day knowing how tired,
restless and anxious they were to get to their destinations. The woman
became very indagnant, emphasized that there was no transport for Kozle,
that the children iere no longer my concern, and that they would remain
at the reception center in Dziedzice for two or three days. I made known
my intention to remein with the children wntil they reached Kozle at least.

Since the train had to be cleared by 10:00 and we still had no
definite word on transport to Kozle, we quickly unloaded children and
baggage onto the station platform, A short time later a FUR truck ar-
rived to transport us to their reception center a short distance away,
We were assigned a fair sized room in a2 building nearby set in very
pleasant wooded surrowndings. We were told that the children wo..d al.
spend the night in this room with no heds and the only water available
was in ‘i kitchen., The womarn in charge stated that the children would
receive a warm meal zfter 12:00,

hen asked whether it would not be possible to have another room
to seporate the buys and the girls for the night, she suggested the
women's ward of the dispensary in the main building for the girls, to
which access was only possible through the men's ward.

Not being too happy sbout the above arrangements, I proceeded
back to the FPRC near the railroad station, There I found Mrs. Nell West,
Mr. Fd. (lazek, Dr, Adam 3zebesta, director of the PRC Katowice area,

Dr. Fuglewicsz, his assistant; Mrs, Sofia Germenowa, PRC Child Welfare
gpecialist; and her sceretary, Miss Freda T worzowna; and Judge Jarosz
of Katowice.
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I was told that a PRC vehicle was on its way from Katowice
and sheuld be in Dziedzice within the he ur to transport the children
tﬁ KOZlea And it WaSa

A list of the children waas given the PRC so that they might wire
and broadeast for parents and relatives of the children., Their efficient
machine was already in mperation.

Although the FiC truck had arrived by 12:00 it was after 14:00
before we left Dziedzice. e waited for the children to have their hot
luneh consisting of a thick potato soup and dark bread. Then we stopped
for two other children at the PRC.whe were also on their way to Kozle.

FUR had given us some candy and bread and I had some coca cola
to quench their thirst during the three hour journey to Xozle,

Mrse Germancwa explained the organization of the Kozle Reception
Center and the various responsibilities ~ namely administration by FUR,
education and recreation by ministry of education; medical care, registra-
tion, tracing and placement of children by PCK /Polish Red Crosai Parents
and relatives were already notified to call for their children at Kezle
or after one week at the PCK Children's Home in Xatowice, which was to
be the reception center after the closing of Kozle on the 1st of September
to afford more favorable winter quarters and a2 more centralized locations

When satisfied that no parents or relatives for a child exist, the
child is taken into a state or church orphanage and then possibly for
ndoption into a private home. The Poles consider foster home care more
desirable than institutional care.

The Children's Reception Center at Kozle was ideal for a sumer
carpy The dispensary, administration building, mess hall and living quarters
consisted of well constructed wooden frame barracks., The grounds were
spacious, attractive and well-kepte. The children were assigned wooden frame
beds in dormitory rooms of 2bout ten each with young ones separated from
the older, The giris were quertered in a barrack same distance from the
boys. DBverything was spotlessly clean. The only staff apparent was the FUR
accountant, a man teacher from the Ministry of Education responsible for
the beys' barraclk, a women teacher responsible for the girls'! barrack,
three nurses, ikitchen staff and military guards at the gate - not to mention
the greatly inebriated night watchman that made a nuisance of himself after
dinner by breaking up the boys' football game, then Jjumping in the dispen~
sary windew and overturning the table over which Mrs., Germanows, her secre=~
tary and I were having ocoffee and discussing plans for the children,

For supper at 193100 the children were served generous portions of
soup, sausage, potatoes, greecn beans, tomato saled, dark bread, milk,
and preserved fruit. I was told that the feod for children in institutions
was generally good, and averaged from 2200 to 2700 calories per day,

Having had their showers, before going to bed, the children were
lined up in their barrack in perfect lines according to height to say their
prayers in unison. -

I was informed it was customery to take baggage away that children
did not necd and keep it under lock and key until departure to avoid thef't
and black marketing, F earful that this might give the children a feeling
of insecurity and mistrust, I requested that they be permitted to keep their
belongings with them as they were to be there only a few days at the most,
T assurcd them that our children were well trained and that they should have
no fear of their operating on the black market. |
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Rudy's uncle and cousin had met us in Dziedzice. The endfaxdmg
embraces and tears of Joy after so long a separation, touched all the
ehildren as they wondered when someone would appear for them. Rudy's
uncle gave him a pictuore of his mother, which he carried in his hand
all the way to Iogle - she had disappeared during the Nazi ocoupation,
the father was killed in action,

Zita and Barbara were met by their very dapper uncle, who had
married a teacher during the past few years, and she waa expecting a
baby the very day the girls arrived home. It was a triple blessing
for them,

Alfred's aged grandmother was ot Dziedzice. She was disappointed
that Alfred could not remain with her a short time before going to XKozle
anc. then on to Katowice to join his father, who was working there. She
complained that life for the aged was very difficult in Poland; as is
true of most of the European countries,

The reunion of Henry and his father, who had been waiting for the
trensport at Daziedzice, was most touching, A boy of scven years looks quite
different at fourteen and so does a father after seven years of war, |
Neither reeognized the other at first, but it did not take them long to
get reacquainted, The father, dressed in his best Sunday sult and long
black dinner coat, British milit~ry panis, and black derby hat, beamed
like orly a father being honded his first born son could beam. To com=
plete the picture, I could not resist handing him a eigar,

Since it was impossible to give up any of the children until they
had been documented ot Kozle, Henry's father stayed with us until we
passed his 1little village at Sierklanies. He returned to Kozle the fol-
lowing day for Henry, The fact that Lonry referred to him as "Mr." zeveral
times, of course, broupht forth immediate correction to "Father". Then,
ton, Henry felt that he ghould start working immediately 2s a baker he-
cause he had served an apprenticeship in the Polish bakery in Fbensce.
Hewever, his father insisted they would manage with his earnings as a
miner; Henry must continue his schooling., Henry also had a new mother to
become aequainted withs His mother had died when he was about four years
and the father remorried sinee Henry was snatched away by the S8 in 1939
for nazification,

The following day Henry's father called for him and for Leeon ard
Bruno, whoge aunt and uncle lived nearby his houe,

The remedining sixteen were token three days later to the PCK Chil-
dren's Home in Katowice, where their families were asked to report on
Saturday, when e specicl anniversary program was being arranged.

This program included speeial chapel services at 5:00, in which
Josef paiticipated as altar boy, a tour of the Home while the children
were having breckfast, and later presentation of the children to their
femilies, who signed documents in assumption of responsibility for their
eare,

The inadvisability of such a program was later realized by the
emotionsl upset eaused those children who had no families to call for
them, Many tears were shed. Wladek especially sobbed vieolently and
claimed he knew exactly the house his mother had lived in at Bieleko,
However, when taken there, he rsalized that he had been too young to
remember. Jani found her former home without any trouble, but strangers
were living there now and no one secmed to kmow the whereabouts of her
mother. i



Those children who, livsd in Bielsko were taken with parents
or relatives by PCK truck. Joscf and Ludwik were called for by their
aunt and aged grandmother; Zita and Barbara by their uncley; Maria and
Malgorzata by their aunt. ¥We drove Josef and Ludwik to their very
modest home near the heart of the city., 2Zita and Barbara lived in a
very lovely residential district.e Maria and Malgorzata lived on a
fruit orchard on the outskirts of the ecity in one room of what had
formerly been their home.

The fact that the children were once again home in Poland
with their relatives more than compensated for the lack of material
things. They seemed overwhelmed with joy. The entire trip was one con-
tinuous chatter and series of questions regarding friends and relatives
and what had happened since they werc swept awey by the Nazis. A great
cheer emanated when they sited Bielsko. Time and again they pointed
out places and people they had recognized. It was great to be homeld

We stopped at the PCK in Bielsko to ingquire whether enything
further had been traced on the other cight shildren., They stated that
these parents were nco longer in Bielsko, so the search would continue
farther, The names of the four children still remaining in Ebensee
were also given them for further search.

We visited the Children's Home in Katowice, which will be the
reception center for children after Kozle is closed, It is operated by
the PCK and staffed by nuns. It was spotlessly clean, orderly, but lack-
ing in recreational equipment and general activities to keep the young-
sters occupied., The food was good, The children slept in dormitory
rooms of about 5 tc 15 beds., The children will be processed here, then if
necessary, sent on to other institutions or placed out for adopticn,

A gencral child welfare program is underway in Poland. There
are state institutions and church institutions for orphared children.

Mother=-child care centers are also underway, accomodating 50 to
100 widowed mothers and children., Vocational training is provided the
mothors and good care the children,

Although the stondards of institutional care for children in
Poland might not be the same as ours in the USA, the children do receive
good care, adequate food and, what is more important, they are at heme
in their native land. As long as this is the pattern to which they must
eventually adjust, it is important from the psychological and language
stendpoint especially, that they be repatriated as repidly as possible.

The PCK in Poland impressed us as a sound efficient organization
employing well-gualified personnel, highly respected by the Poles for
their fine work.

Since it is very difficult and of ten erronecus to try to formulate
impressions of cnother country on so short a visit, I have hesitated %o
do move than give just o narrative accounts The people we met were
cnergetic, kindly, and most hospitables I should like to add that in
spite of considerable conflict and confusion in my own mind, the picture
a8 a whole was very favorable,
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POLISH R¥D CROSS SFCTION FOR GRRUANY

‘wrolsen, o November 46
Tel. 438 '
L.dz. 573746

T0: digg B, DBlackey,
Child Sanreh end Repetristion Consultant.

SUBJPOT:  TRANSLATION OF THE LETTFR TQ POLISH JL.AM. BRw.IN.

nelosed plesse find the trana]rtim of the letter sent to
Polinh ¥1litary Micaion Berlin goneerning the repatristion of Polish
ghildren from Gemv /Us8, Zone/

1 Fnglosure., e :
Chiet Delegate, Polish Red Crose, Cermany

Gol. St.iatunazoznk.




POLISH RED GROSS SECTION P02 GERIANY,

Arolsen, 20 listopeds 46.
Tel. 49

L.dg. 573/46.

T0: Polish Military Mission,
_ ‘ |

During the German ogcupetion of Polsnd tems thousands of
Polish Children have been deported to Germpny. Detaghed their femilies
and perents who were sent to the death-cemps, ihsdnldranure
gondemmed at tlie denstionaligation.

This wea to be done by speeial ghildren eentres, or German
families whieh had eonfidence of nazi auwthorities, Left under the
eonstant influence of purely Cerman centres, the children were dlsposed
to forget the Polish language snd the remembersnce of their Polish origin.

The problem of revindieation of those young was one the
firat few whiech attracted the attention and aetion of the G.H.(, P.R.C.
for Yermany. Collaboretion with UNERA has given some results. DBut the
number of e¢hildren repatriasted to Peland is reelly insuffieient in
somparison with the quantity on the children departed from Poland.

To-day thoussnds of thoze ehildren are hidden with full
perversity by Cermen families, loesing the comseiousnesa of being Pelish.
Alresdy to-day, those ehildren under the influence of methodiesl germani-
zation, forgot %o talk Polish. Researeh of children between German
environment is rendered diffieult by the tendeney to hide them - thet's
why our best employees were put an this job. 'ﬂunkatouwryeffim
help of UNZRA, which is represented in segtion by Miss Bileen Blackey,
end to vhom we give most eingere thanks for her good will and help as well
uoutire@:ildwolfmbqt. speaially Miss Cornelin Heise and Viss

erothy Pearse respegtively fron U.5, and British Zones, who saarifiged
lomehfwﬂwh.ppiwpdﬁnd:udrm.mmamtomwﬂ-
culties.
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Letely as we were informed by UNRRA and our liaison offigers,
3¢ Army Authorities. As g result of which all, the work seased
lately. From quite ineamprehensible for us reasons the V.S, ‘uthorities

: chidren problem, that the .
revindigation of ghildrer 1s prestically at stand point. The essence of
this new position of U.S5, Authorities is mn actual acknow mt of a

;
E
:
:
|
5

nation, but is without any doubt a result of misunderstending and thet
intervention of Polish _ Mission with the Mil, Gov. and USFET
will obtain an explenstion and solution. '

On owr part we think it is necessary
1. An une with U,5, Authorities sconcerning
withdrawel of a’'m decreots.

2. An mderstanding with A1lMed Antherities 1A Beplin

whigh would gsuse an order directed to Cermans, that all non
German children should be made lmown.

3. TFleborating of precise regulation of how to estab-
Yish the nationslity of the ehildren.

that the Polish Repatriation Mission in Berlin has taken

a very vivid interest in the problem of ehildren, we ask you to adjust
with us the proposed aetion.

. Chief Delegete of P.H.Ci for Cermany,
001. st. &mm‘kt ;




= POLSKI CZERWONY KRZYZ ODDZIAL NA NIEMCY
POLISH RED CROSS SECTION FOR GERMANY
! CROIX ROUGE POLONAISE SECTION POUR L'ALLEMAGNE
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. POLSKI CZERWONY KRZYZ ODDZIAL NA NIEMCY |
POLISH RED CROSS SECTION FOR GERMANY |
CROIX ROUGE POLONAISE SECTION POUR L'ALLEMAGNE

Delegatura Gléwna na Niemcy
Regional Office for Germany Arolsen.?-’o
Délegation Centrale pour 'Allemagne Tel. 438
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Iately as we were informed by UNRREA and our liaison
officers, the sction of revindicetion of children is meeting with
great difficulties from U.S.Army Authorities.As a result of whi-
ch all,the work cezsed lately«From gquite imcomprehensible for wus
reabons the U.S. Authorities hasetaken stich a point of view towgr
ds the chidlren problem,that the rsvindicetion of children is
practically at stend point.The essence of this new position of
‘U.8.Authorities is an asctunl acknowledgpment of arlaw giving the
German families the risht of adopting Folish Children which are
; ander their ecare. TR i e R

: To bring this point inte prominence we inform you
that ‘the Allied Militzry authorities in other zones. are $ill to
day very Helpful in revindic: *icn and repatriation of Polish
children.Ths point of view of U.S.Authorities is for us guite
incompreliensible,and that's why we hiave Tight to belisve,tiizt
it didn't errive from the bHzd wilﬁbf o friendly netion, buf is
without eny doubt a result of misindsrstending end that Iinterven=
tion of Polish Military Mission with the Mil.CGov. and ‘USFFBET
will obtein 2n explanstion and sclution.

On our pexrt we thimk it is necessary 2 |

1. An undergtending with U.S.Adthorities Conesrning
withdrewal of &/m dscrscts. ' ; T g

2% An understanding with Allisd Authorities d4n Berld
which would cause &n order directed to Germans,that z1l non
German ehildren should be made knowx. ! : Yo,

3« Blaboreting of precise regulztion of how o estabs
Lish the maltionalify of tle children. y v g

Enowing that the Polish Repetriation Mission in Berl
hes tekén a very viwd interest in the problem of childrzn, we
sek you to adjustivith us the propcsed aetdion.

.2,C. for Sermany,

Col,. "St. Matusze
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400 UNRRA ADMIN. HQ.
B.A O.R.

- i ‘ 4
Tels Lemgo 672. ; UN/4214/R0. %
g( November, 1946,
To: )-|-10 UNRRA C-H-QU
B.A.O.R.
Attention: Department of Field Operations.

From: Repatriation Division.

Subject: Unaccompanied Children to Poland

In view of bad weather conditions and the lengthy train
journey involved, would Central Headquarters be good enough to
enquire of E,R.0, whether one of the UNRRA 'planes could be
made available for the purpose of transporting unaccompanied
children to Poland.

An urgent reply is requested.
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1099.. Childr»n brought from Germany from 5 July 1946 till 25 Hovember 461

In this number ¢ 1
014 cuildren went back to their families

20 " " t0.loster families
4 " died : {
g e flew away ' :
69 " are stillin KoZle B
17 g " in Dziedzice
357 » " in Children Homes
1099
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Warsaw, November 25th, 1946.
POLISH RED CROSS 24, Pius XI Street

Central Traing Bureau UNRRA
AROLSEN near Kassel

Germany.

Dear Sirs,

You are kindly requested to furnish us as
soon as possible with information about the health of
Helena BOR4YM, being aectually in a UNRRA Hospital in
Osnabruck.

Helena Borzym was deported to Germany after
the Uprising in 1944, as a military prisoner of war. She
studied afterwards in Belgium, where she fell ill with
symptoms of a mental disease. She is placed now in the
UNREA Hospital in Osnabruck.

We are very anxious to obtain news about her
health and shall be very thankful for an early reply.
We kindly ask you to inform us too whether Helena Borzym
is in condition to be returned to.Poland.

We thark you in advance for any assistance you
will be able to give us in the above matter.

Yours very truly

llaria Bortnowska
Chief
Information and Enquiry Bureau
Polish Red Cross.

II-D 2M




26th November, 1946.

Yarsew,

Poland.

In eddition

 following her visit to Poland to

t tha
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fh:ua tish Zone had
thelr query quoted
some time earlier.
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(Attention: Welfare end Repatriation Divisien).
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experieneing major sdministrative

Carl H., Hartini
Depexrtment of "ield Operations.

MB/mv
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Field QOperations.
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UNITED NATIONS
_ RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION
PM/W/21 \©
VIA AIR MAIL &th November, 1946.
To:- UNRRA Central Headquarters,

Department of Field Operaticns
Arolsen, CGermeny.

From:- UNRRA Mission to Poland
Welfare and Repatriation Division.

Your letter of the 1lth September asking for
information of facilities for the reception of unaccompeanied
children, pregnant women and mothers with infants, arrived here
on the 22nd October. Frankly we find it a little disturbing at
this stage of repatriation that UNRRA Officers in the British Zone
should be asking for further assurances "before recommending their
repatriation". The whole subject of the repatriation of speciel
categories was discussed here with the Ninistry on 11th June on the
occasion of Dr. Sulliven's visit from the American Zone Germany.

A record of the discussion was forwarded to UNRRA Central Headquarters
Germany at the time.

Decigions, as you may recall were that all special
groups, with the exception of the T.B., should be repatrizted as
soon as possible, and that facilities for their repatriation either
were available, or would be made avaliable immediately by the Polish
Government. Subsequent to this meeting Miss Lay visited Germany and,
as we believe, made it quite clear that despite sericus deficiencies
in supplies, the Polish Government was able in fact to care for
these special groups on their return. Later Miss Blackey visited
Poland and reported very fully on the same matter. We had under-
stood that Miss Blackey s report had been freely circulated in
Germany and would presumably, have reached the writer of the letter
from the British Zone. We find it most disconcerting that despite
all these assurances and information on the facilities available
here that UNRRA Officers should have further hesitations on this |
matter. You are no doubt considering what action to take with the |
officer concerned, but we would venture to suggest that it is
encumbent upon all UNRRA officials to recommend repatriation in all
circumstances, especially in the present case where, we must
emphasize, full information and all assurances have been forthcoming.
This is of particular importance in the case of unaccompanied
children, azbout whom the Polish Government feel very strongly.

From the September report of the D.P. Operation
Germany it appears that there are no less than 1533 unaccompenied
children in the three Zones:-

SOVET s o csnsba



UNITED NATIONS
RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION

G
VIA AIR MAIL

518 in the American Zone
846 in the British Zone
169 in the French Zone

We appreciate that some period of time must
elapse whilst these children are being oriented before
their return but we would like to suggest that measures
should now be taken to speed up the return of these
1533 children. A speedy return of these children would
presumably relieve the pressure on the Childrens Centres,
which from your September, narrative report, appears to
be acute.

If there is any difficulty with the despatch
of Polish Red Cross trains from this end you will, no doubt,
inform us in order that we can discuss with the Authorities
here the laying-on of trains adequate to repatriate the
children in the shortest possible time. -

') <78

Roland Berger,
WELFARE AND REPATRIATION DIVISICN.



“W' 1948,

To: U.B.R.R.AMlsslon to Poland,
WARS AW, ' :

(Attention: Welfare & Repatristion bﬁﬁd-m_) |

CARL M,MARTINI,
Department af Pleld Operetions,

saou/on,
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400 UNRRA ADMIN. HQ.
B.A.O.R.

UN/B2L/CWO0 31st, July 1346,

|
|

N~
Nr, Carl Martini, T

Ass,- DiPector Relief Services, © Lot Msse
U,N,R.R.A., C.H,Q, ® Q,J’,w_ e\ —

ARCLSEY, s i gl
0.8, Zons, GERMANY, M'—:\C}.\\A{:C\ :

-~
WA\O '
SUBJECT GARE OF WEPATRIANTS TO POLAND (D NS e Mipet ©

e
o ! g Milaasueie, 7

: i o : R VR /\%\a..,\(\iu.c’*\)
1, Whilst eyery effort is being mede in the Britigh Zone 16 ';t <

encourage Polish Displaced Persons to repatriate, it is felt Qo
generally that much better results could be achieved if some 8
pecific knowledge were awailable, \(-\\.‘l,\%

e U.N,R,B.A; Regional representatives of Relief Jervices are .
disturbad av The amount of limited information which is theirs to

,use to advise earmest enguirers,

3s The following extract fromiéletter on this subject is

guoted ;-

"We should like assurance that unaccompanied children
‘under L years, pregnant women and mothers with infants, who are
without relatives in Poland, can be suitably looked after on
arrival before recommending their repatriation,”

“The Rezional Welfare Officer was inst
direct the Relief Services at Zone asking for speeific infemmation

Mission it was felt that this information should be avai
if sueh gpecial ware is provided, would have &, most beneficial
effect on repatriation”,

Le
pérsons in Poland, In view of the presence in Poland of an UNFERA
e
AL

b, 8o that all vnossible information mey be available for the
£ield, any information which may be commnicated would be appreciated.

R.W.P, DAWSON (L&, Col)

As8, Director, Relliel Bervieces,
. B s =% o vy o S B i
L oY MaJjor .._L;lu"aiJ.é:.ne,
ACTIingE
Brit Zone,
|
are STy S -
o IS J-D.vf:L " :.(
o, o T ) T ) 20
LOPT: Regs NC.4.50,
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POLISH RED CROSS SECTION FOR GERMANY 1 \
CROIX ROUGE POLONAISE SECTION POUR L'ALLEMAGNE
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Reglonal Office for Germany Arolsenlu L& A=
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Srd December, 1946,

70 laadgnnrtors. U, B, Zone, EHeidelber
for the attention of Miss Cormelia l'ai?o).

SUBJECT: CLEARANCE OF UWNACCOMPANIEC CHILDREN'S CASES
WITH POLAND,

Thank you for your letter of the 22nd November concerming
the sbove subject. This matter 1s receiving attention,

Carl H. Martini.
Department of Pleld Operations.




3rd December, 1946.

Mrs. Zukowska,
Polish Red Cross,
Berlin.

Dear lMrs. Zukowska,

We are encloeing herewith a copy of the list
referred to in our letter of 20th iiovember, aud regret
this was omitted. We are also enclosing copy of the
letter we received from the U.S. Zone with the 1list,

Yours sincerely,

Erel.:

Carl H: Martini
Director,
Department of Field Operatiouns.
MB/mv



to - Miss Samsonoff, CTPB,Berlia.
ey Miss nunnrrori, mh Tracing
B.ltlan. CTB. |

20th November, 1946,

- Mrse.iukowska,
Polish Red Cross,
Berlin.

Dear Mrs,.Ziukowska,

LIST OF CHILDREN REPORTED T0 BE Iu DIBTRIG* 3

e lro_cnoluuz herewith copy of a letter which we have
- received from the Child Seareh Officer in the U.S.Zone, to-
her with a list of children who were reported to be i
striot No.3 in the U.S.%ones Ve are sepding this iuformae
tion to you for use in your search activities.

We are also sending a copy of this correspondence to.
Miss Samsonoff, CTPB, Berlin and to Miss J.Hastings-Hungerford
of the Child cing Seotion, CTB at Arolsen.

Yours sineoerely,

Carl H.Nartini,
Department of Fleld Operatious.

/3G,




3rd December, 1946.

- lrs. Zukowska,
~Polish Red Cross,
terlin. ;
:noar Mrs., Zukowska,

LIST OF CHILDRE. REPORTED TO BE I U.S. ZOKE.

We are enclosing herewith a copy of the list
referred to in our letter of 20th November, aud regret
this was omitted. We are also enclosing c¢opy of the

letter we recsived from the U.S. Zope with the 1ist,

Tours sincerely,

Eicl.s

garl M. Martini
Direector,
Department of Field Operations.

. MB/my



UNITED NATIONS RE F AND_--&EHABILIT-ATION ADMINISTRATION
U.S.ZONE HEADQUARTERS: THIRD U.S. ARMY HEADQUARTERS

RMY

- APE'767-U.5:4
X : o o) ’f

e 686]\' \ X :
Ext 33ol \‘““n ,.I.;‘." 5

November 8, 1946. TR
SUBJECT: List of children reported to be in D f}'*' :

TO 3 UNREA Central Headquarters,
Arolsen.

Attn. Child Search Officer.

l. Miss Anna ILatack of District No. 5. submitted a list
of children supposed to be in District 3 area. The names of
the children came from a list provided by the Burgermeister,
KLV, and so forth. Only two children HERMAN, Milada born
26.10.35 and REISCH, Ursula born 28.1l1.34 were returned in
Digtrict 3. The remaining 5 children were supposed to be in
the Russian Zone.

2. We submit this list of 5 e¢hildren to you for submission
to the Polish Red Crosp for their search asctivities in the
Russian Zone.,

For the Zone Director:

(Berreblorr = - S z
Cornelia D. Heise '

Chilé Search Officer.
Prepared by Mary Jo Matthews.

Distribution:
2 - CHQ
1l - File

MJM: rp




List of Children reported to be in District No.3 area, according
to lists provided by Birgermeister, KLV, etc.

Name Birthdate Present Location PFurther Information
14 KLEIS 80 Ts 34 C/O Fr.Hohndel ﬁ: :i;gla?'g ?ﬁgs
Elfriede Bi tsmandorf,Poa’t in Langenau, b.Krakow
|
I eberg RiEvangelical
2., KRETSCHMER F.Richard Kretschmer
Else 12:12:32 M.: Maria
3. Gerda 20.12.33 Buchelberg in Hertwugswaldau
R¢:Evangelical
, 28.5.35 Weisenfels F.:Friedrich KRUGER
i EEESER Thuringia M. :Olga BULAU
in: Poland
Re :RomacathOlic
5. MONKE 11.6.36 Weissenfels F.:Anton MONKE
Marta Thuringia M. :Elvira
in: Krery b.Radowsko
Poland
R. :Evangelical
6. SEMPER Weissenfels F.: deceased
Anna Thuringia M.: Nathalie KRUGER

in: Poland
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8th December, 1946,

TO: Col. 8, Matuczszak,
Polish Red Cross, Arolsen,

SUBJECT: REPORT ON VISIT TO POLAND,
APTH - 2TTH NOVSMBER, 1946.

We are enclosing five copies of Miss Blackey's report
on her second trip to Poland,




5th December, 1946,

TO: lhl:ha to Poland, Warsaw,
i the attention of Mr.Roland Berger).

BUBYECT: REPORT ON VISIT TO POLAND.
A9TE ~ 27TH NOVEMBER, 1946,

1; VWe .are sending you herewith fifteen eopies of Miss
Blackey's report on her second trip to Poland,

8, Will you plesse distribute these copies to the follow
ing peoplei-

lr. lohkl. P. U "
mha.lat Tracing Bureau,

Polish Red Oross, Katowice.
Mr, Bein, ATDO

Carl E.Mm
Department of Field Operations.

EB/JG.




Also sent to ~ British Zone, MaJ,Gen.Fanshawe.
~ French Zone. Commendant @, E, S8ebille.

A

uarters, U S.Zone, He
~ g‘m attentiom of n.:.n.mw

your Ghild Search Specialist sufficiemt
:pu:'rg'a!-tr Ton %o the Cnild Search Staft,

4 If you would like additional copies, mlmnlmom
us

o e

Carl H, Mertini,
Department of FPleld Operations,




A

65th December, 1946.

the attention of Miss Aleta Brownlee).

T0: Mission to Austria, Viemna,
!ror

Carl H. Martini.
Department of Pield Operations.
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ATTENTION m? Al
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T 1. SUBJECT POLISH RED m:.s: TRAIN M‘VI!G BRITISH ZONE PIFTH
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2, PLEASE INPCGEM POLISH RED GROSS WARSAW AMD KATOWIGR PD
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1. SUBJECT POLISH RED CROSS TRAIN LEAVING BRITISH Z0M% FIFTH
DECESBIR PD WILL TAKE APPROXDMATELY TWELVE OLDER GHILDRIN PD

2, PLEASE INVORM POLISE RND GROSS WARSAY AND KATOWICE PD i

D OF MESSAGE

/

DEVARBNT OF ATHD QPMRATIONS G
GHILD VLPARE SROPIC _ WERGOHEN AL0

% BLACKEY ¢ \-
&1 DEowmR, 1946.
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7th Deceabsy, 1946,

=03 UNRIA HoQo ] British doue ’ .;.;Bmgo .
(Atternticn: [liss Dorothy Pearse) .
SUBJECT: - Unseeompaunied Children to Poland

Thaik you for you letter of 2lst Lovember
from the lepstriation Divisio..

Following telephoue couversgation of liiss
iarshall with diss Buecke we ou receipt of this letter
deferred our reply uiutil it was kuown what arrangeneuts
had been made by iiss Pearse duriug her visit tc Polands
As we understand a satisfactory Folish Red Cross Train
. schedule is being arranged we presume that you will
10t need the questioun of plaues belug oconsidered further
a% present. :

Car! H. Martini
Direoctor,
Department of Fleld Oparations.

MB/mv




9th December, 1948,

T0 ters, U.S.Zone, Heidelberg,
: !_mMmuuumnm).

SUBJECT s CLEARANGCE OF UNACCOMPANIED CHILDREN'S CABES
NITH POLAND, -

Carl K. Martini.
Department of Fleld Operations.
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UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION
- U.S.ZONE HEADQUARTERS: THIRD U.S. ARMY HEADQUARTERS

/APO 757-U.S. AR

Phone:

22nd November‘l946

UL
(3

SO

A

O

SUBJECT: Clearance of unaccdmpanied Children's cases with |
Poland

T0 : UNRRA Central Headquarters for Germany, Arolsen
Attn: Child Search Officer !

Enclosed is a group of supplementary records which we
had hoped to be able to get to Miss Blackey before she went
to Poland. You will note there are two instances in which !
members of the family are reported to be in work camps in
Poland. The others are family groups with strong indication
that they may be of German nationality,yet the desire in most
instances on the part of the children ¥% to return to Poland.

It is our understanding that these cases have been re-
gistered with the Central Tracing Bureau. We sen# them to
you for special clearance and discussion of policy with Poland.

For tHhe Zone Director:

(5. 1) /s

Cormelia D. Heise
Child Search Officer

Distribution:
1l - CHQ
1l - File




Srd Decamber, 1946.
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SUBJECT:  CLRARANGE OF WNACCOMPANIEC CHIIDREN'S CASHS
——FATH _POLAND,

Thank you for your letter of the 22nd November concerming
the sbove subjeet, This matter is receiving attention,
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9th December, 1946,

TO: UNRRA HQ., British ZJone, Lemgo.
(Attention: Miss Dorothy Pearse).

SUBJECT: ° Repatriation of Tolish Unaceompanied Children

Following the recént discussions of iiiss
Dlackey and Mies Pearse with the Polish Red Croas in
Warsaw, we confira herewith the suggestions put for-
ward at that time:-

1., Train. If the ?o%ish Red Croes train scheduled to
eave Poland oun 2Cth lLovember does not arrive in
time to allow the return journey to be made well
before Christmas, the Folish Lked Cross asked that
the children concerned be kept in the Zone until
the iew Year. VPolish Red Cross trains will continue
to be available iun the liew Year.

2+ Lists of Children were requested as follows:-
&, Children awaiting repatriation.

b) Those not yet ready for repatriation. owing to
health or resistance to repatriastion.

¢) Children due to lesve on next repatriation
traén)(see our letter 2nd October re advance
1icte).

We realise thet iss Pearse submitted list
(a) personslly to the Polish Red Cross in Polané but
we ere not sure vhether detzils of speclal cases =.g.
those suffering from physical defsct etc. were 15610&%&&.
The Polish Red Cross asked that all special cases should
be noted so that they could make any neeessary sadvance
plans for the children concerped.

With regard to our letter of 2nd Oetodber, you
will recollsct that we asked for advaance liats %o be
handed to the Zone Polish Red Cross Representative for
ouward tracsmission. Ve ask however that a ocopy of
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all the above lists be sent here at the same time, so
that we may send them to the UNREA Mission in Poland,

Any additions or alterations to the lists should
be notified to us as they ocour.

carl f. Martini
Director,
Department of Field Cperatious.

MB/mv
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UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION
U.S.ZONE HEADQUARTERS: THIRD U.S. ARMY HEADQUARTERS
APO 757-U.S.ARMY

Phone: 63‘1
Ext 326

25 November 1946,

SUBJECT: Request for Statement of Polish Policy regarding Children |
repatriated $o Poland whose parents are later found to be in
Germany.

TO 1 UNRRA Central Headquarters,
Arol sen, ‘

Attn, : Miss . Blackey, Child Search Consultant,

1, You will recall from our conversation regarding the second group
of unaeccompanied children repatriated to Poland the case of ome child,
Elfreida Roth acknowledged by the liaisom officer ss Polish wholy found on
repatriation that her parents had recently beem returned to Germany as
refugees, May we have a statement of Poland's poliey regarding the returm
of sueh children to Germany to joim their families?

2+ This problem was again raised recently in a discussion with Mili-
tary Govermment for Bavaria, Public Welfare Branch, and German agencies,
A newly reported group of several thousand Silesiam childrem in the care
of one of the Germsm agencies brought the problem to the fore. The German
sgencies felt they could eater into plems for the inves igatiom and repairia,
tion of Silesian children, with mueh more confidence if they had assurance
from Poland that childrem would be returned to parents who were later dis-
covered in Germany and found to be German natiomaks or refugees unacceptable
to Poland, We assured the Military Goverament officers and the German repre-
sentatives that we understood this was Fdland's poliecy, provided there were
proof of parentage and Germen nationality., It was sgreed that UNRRA would
attempt to get a elear cut expressiom of poliey from the Polish authorities.

3« Military Government thought a clear cut decisiom on this ome issue
would do more than anything else to break down the Germamn opposition to the
search for United Natioms' childrem, We realize the difficulties involved
in getting an expressiom of poliey on this issue since it is brought about
only by errors in identification and determination of matiomality. on the
other hand, natiomal liaison officers, UNRRA, Military Govermment and Ger-
mans are all aware of the scanty evidemce on which decisions must be based
and realize that mistakes will be made in individual ceses, The Polish
statement we are requesting is merely an agreement that such mistakes will
be rectified by the return of the childrem to their families.

(contd,)
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UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION:
U.S.ZONE HEADQUARTERS: THIRD U.S. ARMY HEADQUARTERS. -
APO 757-U.S.ARMY ;

Phone: 6861
Exte326

SUBJECT: Regquest for Statement of Polish Policy regerding Children
repatriated to Poland whose parents are later found to be in
Germany .

TO 1 UNRRA Central Headguarters,
Arclsens .

Attn. : Miss E. Blaskey, Child Search Consultani,.
T S

1, You will recall from our conversation regarding "=§E§§gﬁﬂﬁéroup
of unaccompanied children repatriated to Poland the case of one child,
Elfireida Roth acknowledged by the liaison officer as Polish whol found on
repatriation that her parents had recently been returned to Germany as
refugees, MNay we have a statement of Poland's poliey regerding the return
of such children to Germany to join their families?

2+ This problem was agein raised recently in a discussion with Milis
tary Government for Bavaria, Public Welfare Branch, and Germen ggencies.
A newly reported group of several thousand Silesian children in the care
of one of the German agencies brought the problem to the fore. The German
agencies felt they could enter into plans for the inveds igation and repatria.
tion of Silesian children, with much more confidence if they had assurance
from Poland that children would be returned to parents who were later dis-
covered in Germany and found to be Germen nationaks or refugees unacceptable
to Polande We assured the Military Government officers and the German repre-
sentatives that we understood this was P#land's poliecy, provided there were
proof of parentage and Germen nationality, It was sgreed that UNRRA would
attempt to get a elear cut expression of policy from the Polish authorities,

3« Military Government thought a elear cut decision on this one issue
would do more than anything else to break down the German opposition to the
search for United Nations' children. We realize the difficulties involved
in getting en expression of policy en this issue since it is brought about
only by errors in identifieation and determination of nationality. oOn the
@ther hand, national liaison officers, UNRRA, Military Government and Ger=
mans are all aware of the scanty evidence on which decisions must be based
and realize that mistakes will be made in individual cases, The Polish
statement we are requesting is merely an agreement that such mistakes will
be rectified by the return of the ehildren to their families,

(contd,)



L. We understend from verbal conversation with your office that
Poland is reluctant to return to Germany children of parenis whe are
Polish nationals but whé do not intend to be repatriated to Peland.
We should like also to have Poland's poliey on this question stated
in writing.

Por the Zone Director ;

G ks

Cornelia D. Heise
Child Search 0Officer,

Distributions:
2 = (CHQs = Child Fearch Officer

2 = Mr, L. Miniclier, Senior Public Welfare Officer,
Of fice of Militery Government for Bavaria, Munich,

1 = Zone Repetriation Division

1l - Zone Field Operations

2 - USFET (1 - OM3US)

2

2

1

District 5 = Child Search
-~ Digtrict 3 =« Child Search

"He discueased this problem with Miss Blackey by telephone
before her recent trip to Poland." ~




9th Dacember, 1946,

TO: Hesdguarters, U S.Zone, Heldslberg.
for the :%tntion’ot Miss Comelia Heise).

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR STA OF POLISH POLICY REGARDING
CHILDREN REPATRI/ TO POLAND WHOSE PARENTS ARE

As soon as we receive any replies on these questions we
shall forward the information to you.

JGe

8



10th December, 1946.

T0: UNRRA HQ., Freneh Zone, Haslach.
(Attention: Field Operations - Child Search).

SUBJECT:  Repatriation of Folish Unaecomponied Children

The above subjeot was discussed fully by
diss ! lackey with the P'olish LKed Cross during her recent
visit to Poland. As you knor, there are still = great
number of Polish children in Cermany and Poland is
anxious to have theme cghildren home as speedily as
conditions allow. 1In this councetion it is asked that
the following points be noted and necessary actlion taken
immediately:-

l. TIrajns. A Polish Red Cross Train will be avalilable
Tor your Zone early in the rew Year primerily for
unacoomparied echildren. Will you please indicate
1mmediate)y whether you need this train and if so,
an approximate date.

2. List of unaccompancied children in Zone awaiting
repatriation.

Will you please submit a list of all children who

are awalsting repatriation to Poland. Please in-
diocate the name, age, or date of birth and seéx.

If there are any perticular circumstances about a
child necessitating special planning, e.g. physieal
defect etc., please indicate this briefly ou the list.

3« List of Childrsu who are not ready for repatriation
begause of

a) ill1 health,

b) resistance to repatriastiosn or other reasous.

This list should also show the details required
under 2. above.

4, List of Childrer being prepared to go on uext train.

Full details should be given as requested in 2.
above (see our letter dnted 2nd Cetober).
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We realise that we wrote to you on 2und October
asking for advance lists of children being repatriated
to be sent via your local Polish Red Cross Repressentative
for use in Poland, but this letter amplifies the whole
situation and we ask for ceoplies of the above lists to be
submitted here at the sarliest possible date ag well as
to your Polish Red Cross Representative.

Will you please notify any additions or alterations
to us here as they oceur.

Carl H. Martini
Director,
Department of IPield Operations.

MB/mv




10th December, 1946.

TO: UWRRA HQ., U.S. Zone, Heidelberg.

(Attention: HMises Cornelia Heise).
SUBJECT:  Repatriation of Polish Unagoompanied Children

The above subjeet was discussed fully
by lilss Elackey with the Polish Red Cross during
her recent visit %o Poland. As you know, there are
8till a great number of Polish children in Cermany
and Poland is anxious to have these children home
as speedlly as conditions allow. In this conneotion
it is asked that the following points be noted and
necessary action taken immediately:-

l. Trains. A Polish Red Cross Train will be avail-
able for your Zone early in the lew Year primarily
for unaccompanied ehdldren. Will you please )
indicate immediately whether you need this train -
and if so; en approximaite date.

The Pclish Red Cross realise that you may be able

to arrange for the use of a U.8. train to take the
children home, but they aslk thaet unless the children
can reach Pola.d well by Christmas, that you keep’
them there until early in the New Year. If you
propose to use a U.S. train please let us kuow the
approximate deate and detalls as soon as possible.

They also raised the poiut that there have been
complaints by some-children of the treatment they
have received from the German attendants of the
U.8. Army Hospital trains en route %o Poland. We
realise that you have no Jjurisdietion over these
attendants, but we feel it may be possible for you
to bring this matter to the attention of the
lilicary Authorities.
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List of Childres who are ready to be repetriated.

Vie have already asked you by telephone for this
list. Will you please indieate on the list the
neme, age, sex snd if applicable details of any
particular circumstances which would necessitate
special planning in Poland for the child e.g.
physieal or mental disability.

List of Childre. who are not ready for repatriation
because of ,

&) 111 health,

b) resistauce Lo repstristion or other reasous.

This list should also show the details reaquired
under 2., above.

List of Children being prepared to go on mext train.

Full deteils should be given as requested in 2.
above (see our letter dated 2nd Qetober).

We realise that you suggestad a short time ago
that you should submit complete lists of children
in your Centres, as well as advance lizts of '
children about to be repatriated, and you will
remember that it our letter of 2nd Ooctobsr we
suggested that sdvance lists be submitied to your
sone Polish Red Cross Representativa.

Thig letter is, hovever, mn smplifieantion of your

suspastion and we aslk for your immediate co-operaticn
in the matisr so that no time reed be lost in getting
the children home, and so. that the Polish Hed Cross if

Poland may know. right away the numbers aud types of
children for whom %o plan. We ask that copies of the
above mentioned lists be submlitted to this office st the
earlisst possible date at the asame time as you sepd them
to your local Polish Red Cross representative. Any
alterations or additions to the lists should be sent to
us as they ooccur.

-

Carl H. lMartini
Director,
Department of Field Operations.

ME/mv



11th December, 1946,

TO: UNRRA HQ., U.S. Zone, Heidelberg.
(Attention: Miss Cornelia Heise).

SUBJECT: Vooational and Edugational needs of Polish
Unaccompanied Children now in Cermany.

During the Child Search Consultant!s visit
to Poland last month various aspects of the unaccompanied
children's programme were discussed with representatives
of the Polish Government and the Polish Red Cross.

The Mipnistry of Social Welfare, the Ministry
of Education, and the Polish Red Cross, are very anxious
to do everything possible for the children returning
to Poland from Germany and other countries. It was felt,
therefore, that we could help considerably by giving
Poland an outline of the vocational and edueational
needs of the children now under care in Germany. This
is particularly pertinent with regard to the adolescent
group whose education was deliberately neglected under
the lazis. To meet the needs of these children, Poland
will have to develop special training courses in order
to equip the children for entry into regular classes
later. It would also be of help to Poland to indicate
the type and standard of education or other training
being carried on in the Camps and Centres together with
suggestions coneerning the geueral interests of the
children here.

We should be glad, therefore, if you would
kindly let us have a short report in this conneetion
as it arffects the children in your Zone.

You will appreciate that in view of the time
element, Poland would like this information at the




earliest possible moment 80, that any necessary

in preparation for the return of the children
started right away.

Planning
may be

Carl H. Martini
Director,
Department of Field Operations.

MB/mv




i, hmMmg&Mt‘“hﬁh

Headquertors Tty one of owr
=-Whmmmmmm”

e B SN IRAS SISILASTIANS I

Departioent of Fi014 Oybretians,

EB/JG, -
Engsi . Qopy of roport.

ﬂowh-huohllu
- mmmm




ULRRA CENTRAL HQe AROLSEL .
ULRRA WARSAW,.
ATTE TI0L ROLALD BERGER. - - |

PRIORITY,

SUBJEGY IS YOUR CABLE OLE SIXTY TWO RE CALLING FORWARD POLISH .
REPRESE.TATIVES TO GERMALY,

ls PLANS COMPLETED HERE FOR SE.DISCG PHOTOSTATIC EQUIPMENT
TO POLAND FOR DUPLICATION OF CHILIRIL 'S RECORDS.

2, HRSyLOS, POLISH RED CROSS, RETURMI.C TO POLAKD WITH
PHOTGSTATIO EQUIPME,T Ol REPATRIATION TRAIN LEAVISG GERMANY
ON OR ABOUT DECEMEER FIFTER.TH,

3¢ PLAN INCLUDES VISIT OF RIPRESIL.TATIVE OF Ii-TE'ILLIGH.wCE
SECTION CENTRAL TRACILG DUREAU LE/ I FUTURE.

4, SEE NO PURPOSE Ik POLISH REPRESENTATIVES COMING TO
GERMALY AT THIS TIME PD IMPE:ATIVE HRABAR BE Ik POLAND
TO CONSULT Ou PHOTOSTATI.LG Aul DISCUSS PROELEMS WITH
ILTELLIGENCE REPRESELTATIVE.

5¢  PLEASE RELAY THIS MESSAGE T0 ALL CO.CERGED,

MESTAGE E.DS.

FIELD OPERATIONS. - ey
OHILD SEARGH & REPATRIATION.

B+BLACKEY, KYER COHEN
AeCe0.Ge 111?15 Dec.



Cogy for MISS BLACKEY

REFERENCE 5000 CHILDRENS RECORDS FOUND LODZ
STOP (FB EAGERLY AWAITING PRELIMINARY LISTS
NAMES T0 HELP IDENTIFICATION CHILDREN GERMANY
AS ARRANGED BORINOWSKA BLACKEY STOP LOS BRINGING
CI'B PHOTOSTATIC EQUIPMENT THIS CONNECT ION.



12th December, 1946,

TO: Col. Metuezszak,
Polish Red Cross,
Arolsen.
S8UBJECT: Repatriation of Polish Unacoompanied Children.

Following your conversation with Niss Blackey
yasterday, we enclose herewith copy of a eable which
we have received from the French Zone. We are also
enclosing copy of our letter to the French Lone con-
cerning this cable.

At the same time we are sending you copies

of letters which we have sent to each Zone following
Miss Blackey's talks in Ppland on this subject.

Encls.

Carl H. Martini
Director,
Department of Field Operations.

MB/mv
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ceeisions vwith regnrd to the repantriaticen of children of
countries other than thesc have been available for months, nnd
can be sccurcd from nppropriate Linison Officers. If such in-
formgtion is not available in the ficld, nnd there is nced for
a stntgment similar to this for other countries, CHQ should

be advisg§.

If o particular decision scems detrimental $o the inter-
gsts of the individuzl child, UNRRA staff has tHe responsibility
for carcful intsrprctntion of ths casc to the Adiaison O0fficer
oand, if indiented). for rcquesting review by the Chief Liaison
Officcer of the Zonch.,

This informntion should be made gwvailable to all child
welfarc staff immcdiatelyesn. A copy o this st~toment will
be scnt to the Repantristion Mission of cach country 7ith the
suggostion th~t it be rclayed $o officers in the ficld,

Planse ndvise us of ony problcéms arising out of these
decisions, and submit any informntion™ar case situntions
vvhich will bec usceful ih working tovard a~solution of these
problcms.

garl HuMartini.,
Assistont Dirgctor ™
(Relief Sorvices).




12¢h Decembar, 1946,

T0: USRERA HQ., U.8. zoue, Heidelberg.
(Attention: liss Cornelia Heise).

SUBJECT: Report on Re atriition of Polish Childre
rom Austria. NATSS

We are enclosing herewith wooples of a
report which we have received from the Austrian
iMission and which we think you may bs interested
in eirculating to your Child Search staffs.

Enels: 5
Carl H. Martini
Dirsctor »
Department of Fileld Operations.
B/ mv
Distribution:

Miss Dorothy Pearse, British Zone _
Field Operations - Child Search, French ione.




