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UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION 

U.S. ZONE HEADQUARTERS: THIRD U. S. ARMY HEAJ?QUARTERS 

APO 757-U.S .ARMY 

Phone : 

12 !: ovember 1946. 

S JECT: Reauest pro- tracin of' arents b- s ·tatement of · lens 
-f'o:..-;; chi_l~_ren · .·hoR J i"'ents arc in cistod,v in P~o-l_s_n_d-.----

TO UinRA Centr•al Heed 101,te-r>"'., ""or "'rr1 ,...,,.,-r '-'- - ~ T,, i.<... ,~.y ' 
Arolsen. 

Attn. 

_. ',le hPve fer .rsrded a pe-~ue"lt for• inve"'ti ··st ion in 
PoJ.anc:1 of the ev2cuation through Rrue IJaz o:' P E::rou•) of' 
children who 0 e nationc:!.ity ic,, und,:tcri:.inP.d. T1-le ch:.2-dren 
on the '':t~c',ed ~ i'"'t h<""Ve 1\een PlJJf' to r.ive "CC.I'e"'ses of 
their• 2_)PrPnts. ".fil:1_ you f'R1t th 0 t these- 8da.resses be vhdted 
in the ho·oe of ::'indinr- :'smilies~ 

~. PPrP~~0nh 3 on the attrc~ed ]Ptter ~rom one of our 
Chilr" Seri l"'Ch 'teems re i8es the t"J .1erition of DJ.'"'-rmin,.,. for chi l­
a.re n \:ho Re n°rPnt"' ore in c y;tody in PolPnf'. Wi 11)"'t"" 1rn un 
thi:c, YJ'"'ol)~ en- 1. itl., tl:l e 8-..vron.:.."'iete PoJ i"',h prcnc~r? i t our -
recent conference of' ri iP+,1-.ict child service off'ice·•"8 it ws s 
pe~)orted that ~Eve1~0.1 chilJren hPve h8d letter9 from n°rents 
no:.-; in c;.1ctoo~r in PoJ.end, _ _)rec-m1Bbly "c collal)orc-1 to.,..~: Indi­
vir ~ml ca Re rccora_c niJ.1 lJe :f'or,;mrded , e"' UP-u,.,l, thro'1r:i:h the 
Central Trecinc B1reau. e ~11.~ ld Ji~e rn e:~re 0 sion of opinion 
on the nroblem in aenersl fo:::-- our 71ide ;i,.1ce in 2d.vicinr· wheth~r 
the chi1'3ren ""ho".lJ.d be left in '1-0,rm cs-r>e. -

. '{ \11 y-fft". ~o.. "9o.:." the Zone Director: 
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Di~t.2ih1tioE: 
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l - :5'iJ e 

SG. 



14 

sincer J 



• 



# -
G.o . GREENSI.ADB 





FROM:­

TO:- UNRRA AROLSEN. 

UNRRA LONDON. 

No 12208. 

225708. 

COP!:. 

TOO:­

TOR:-

- 8th Nov. 

121130 Nev. 

(Delqed in Berlin Mag. Ctr) 

TEXT:-
1. Your 69. eloomo BLACKIE, HEI & HAR.SE visit 15th November. 

2. Send full name, nationality HEISE, Bli.RSE, to exp dite visa olearanco 
WAR • 3. Will inform FUR .iso Red Cross. Inform us an:, speoif'io i terns 
to be discussed.. 

DISTRIBUTION;- l!r. MARl'INl: (ACTION) I 
Mr. REICH. 
Kiss PHILLIPS• 
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A CHILDREN I S TRANSPORT POLAND BOUND 
By 

Viorica Bretoi, Welfare Officer 
U.N,R.R.A. Children 1 s Center 

Rindbach near Ebensee 
u.s. Zone Austria 

It was Sunday, the 4th of August, when Miss Joan Kain, Zone 
Child Welfare Officer, brought the heralding news that those Polish 
children ~· , the UNRRA Children I s Center ready to be repatriated 
•hoµld jo • the tl-ansport leaving the following Wednesday for Poland 
by peoial a.ch, 

A meeting was called of the professional Polish staff at the 
Children' 1 Center to determine which children would be on the trans­
port and make plans for their departure. 

So as not to upset the children any more than necessary, the 
staff decided not to infonn them until each was passed upon by the 
Polish liaison officer; Col. Puhalski, who due to last minute pressure 
of duties was unable to do so until the last, on Wednesday morning. 

Since time was so short and many children were beginning to 
suspect, the staff ·was finally compelled to transmit the news to them 
on Tuesday morning after breakfast. Cheers and gr-eat excitement fol­
lowed. They were especially happy that someone from the tJNRRA staff 
would accompany them on the trip. Those not on the list ~ere heart­
broken. They received a lot of explaining and consoling. Then, too, 
two of the older boys objected to going - one mildly but the other 
very definitely. His objection was due to his fear of Russians - he 
claimed that even though he was Polish) he was born in Russia and 
therefore they vYould surely send him to Russia. He refused to go. 
The first said nothing, but disappeared shortly before the train left 
SaJ.zburg. 

The clothing inventories of the children v7ere studied by the 
teachers and sufficient clothing for one · year :i:r.sued them on Monday. 
The following day each child was issued such incidentals as tooth paste., 
tooth brush, soap, v1ash cloth, towel, note book, pencil, crayons, darn­
ing cotton, yarn, toilet paper, one square foot Goling leather., _ two 
blankets, field flask etc. After arriving in Poland, each was given 
an Australian Red Cross Parcel and four packages of Australian aandy. 

The children's laundry was done f1rst thing Monday so that all 
clothing vras clean. The seamstresses made a large duffle bag for each 
child I s clothing and belongings, Each had his name printed on his bag 
in large letters. Name tags with destination, and address, where knovm, 
were made for each to wear around his neck, in case any should get : ost. 

In Salzburg at the UNRRA Transit Hotel "Europa" the children 
"ffere served hot chocolate and sandwiches while their coach was cleaned and 
bags loaded. The children v7ere becoming restless so really breathed a 
sigh of relief when finally at 10:00 A.M., or what vre thought ~as depart­
ing time, they vrere in · their places on the only coach in a transport of 
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68 bcxcars carrying ab('lut 12C'O displaf',ed persons back to Polandl 

A makeshift pantry and ld.tchen ,vas set up in one of the com­
partments Yrith sliding doors from -im.ich a lunch was served of bread, 
butter, pork loaf, aprinot preserves and h~t cc~f'la, The cccoa was 

· contributed by the UNRRA Transit Ht,tel in Salzburg; the apricdt pre­
serves and pork loaf by the PRC. Bread, butter and cocoa were served 
for "Jause11 at 3:00. Two Polish ·women being repatriated, in :tetu:m for 
the privilege of riding in the coach with the children instead r,f in a 
bcx car, were most helpful in assisting with the meals. 

Movement orders from the u.s. _Army were given to us by Miss Kain 
early in the day but it was after lune-h before vre finally received the 
Polish liainon officer's blessings and certification signed by him for 
each child, 

When shortly after lunch ene of the Austrian R.R. employees in­
formed us that he had instructions to diRconnect our coach from the 
transport, \7e -vvere all quite disturbed. Our statement was that we 
intended to stay right where we were, so Mrs. Nell West, Chief Welfare 
Officer Austrian Mission, and Mr. Ed. Glazek, UNRi.'1A Welfare Officer, both 
accompanying the transport, proceeded to ciarify our stand with RT0. At 
this point we were all so tired we thought we would rather go back to 
Ebensee than undergo another upset. At last the good news - we Yrere to 
stay i _n our coach, which was to be "home" for the next five days, The 
coach was fortunately moved from the tail end of the train to the center, 
next to the food car from i,,ihere hot tea was issued the other children 
on the transport and hot water was often available to mix hot milk for 
our children, 

Pictures were taken by an UNRRA photographer of the children ftn 
the train shortly before leaving. 

After seven hours of waiting the children grew mnre and more impa­
tient. Their one and only concern n0v1 was to get back to Poland to their 
loved ones. Finally to their great joy and rey relief, around 5:00 P.M., 
7 hours late, the train started moving Poland .. bound, We counted our 
children - there were only nineteen - one was missing - it Ytas Jerzy 
Gryszynski age 15. We thought possibly he may have been in one of the 
other cars, but searches at the next tv10 stops Yvere fruitless. A wire 
was sent to Vienna and Salzburg frorn Czechoslovakia. Later Miss Kain 
claimed she had seen Jerzy last in the PRC auto as it pulled out of the 
station, 

The children's schedule was altered as little as possible during the 
trip from what they had been accustomed. Their day looked something like 
the fallowing: 

7:30 awakened 
P: 00 breakfas_t 
9: 00 work clean-up 

10:00 mid-morning snack 
10:30 play 
12:00 lunch 
13 :00 rest 
14:00 free 
15: 00 "Jause 11 

15 :30 handicr~fts, stories, games 
18: 00 supper 
19:00 clean-up 
19; 30 bathing 
20:00 to bed /younger ones/ 
21: 30 to bea/ elder ones/ 
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i'lne of the first things ,re did before starting out was to have a 
meeting-and delegate responsibilities . Leon was responsible for the 
six older boys, Henry for the five smaller boys; Alfred and Josef or 
Bruno and Lud,1ig alternated standing guard at the two entrances to keep 
strangers out. The cleaning and ~ater details were alternated amongst 
these six boyn also. 

Amongst the girls, Zita was responsible for all eight of them vrith 
one compartment of four delegated to Maria and the other to Jani. Zit.a 
assigned the cleaning details for their end of the ror, and was responsi­
ble for seeing tf1at the younger girls were washed and in bed at 8; 00. 

To be certain that none of the children were lost on the way, Leon 
and Zita were asked to report the count after ear-h stop -- eleven boys 
and eight girls - it t allied each time. The girls and younger boys were 
never permitted to leave the c.oach more than once each day and then only 
for a few minutes and under the vratchful eyes cf the ~lder boys. 

The transport continued at its snail like pace for five days. Each 
stop seerred to get longer and longer. 'I.'he children wanted to keep moving, 
so each time child after child would ask: "Miss Vi, why are we stopping 
here?" 11 How long ,7ill we b e here?" "Hovr far are we from the border?" 
"Why don't we start moving?" "When vdll 11e get to Poland?" "Are there 
many Russians in Poland?" 

The question "J.re there many Russians in Poland" led to an interest­
ing discussion one afternoon. Barbara had a very vivid imagination and 
she loved to dramatize. Her wild tales of Russians left the smaller ones 
wide-eyed with fear, She stated that the Russians were all wicked mur­
derers. That they oommitted many attrocitie3 and that Poland was pr~bably 
filled with Russian soldiers. When asked v,here she had heard such fantas­
tic tales, she claimed that they were taught this in school under the 
Nazis, It was then pointed out that they had been taught all Americans 
were likewise gangsters and bad negroes but after having met some kindly 
ones, hadn't they thought differently? They were reminded that amongst all 
people there gere good and bad; and that it was eIToneous to generalize, 
They were assured that no one would harm them, and that the Russians , too, 
were veTy fond of children, like a ny other race, When asked to recall 
whether it wasn't just Nazi propaganda which fonned the basis for their 
fears, they felt convinced that that was it. Later in Poland -v1hen they saw 
three Russian soldiers walking down the street, it was Barb~ra who ~ointed 
out to the others, "See, they won 1 t harm us, 'rhey are not much different 
from other soldiers, There are not many of them either," 

During the entire journey the children were very easily amused, _ Wed­
nesday evening and Thursday they chose to watch the scenery, spot farm 
animals, birds, fruit trees, and ask numerous questions. 1<1riday we had a 
lot of fun playing fife and drums. Toy fifes and ocarinas ,,ere given each 
of the srna.ller children. \fo had also brought colored paper along, from 
which we made paper hats, The little ones had a great time parading up and 
dovm the coach with their gay colored hats fifing away until they nearly 
drove the older children mad. On Sa turda.y they fifed with heads hanging out 
the windows, to a more appreciative audience , or anyway less complaining one -

· the animals and people i"/8 passed by along the way. 

Checkers and chess were provided for the older children. We often 
sang. Embroidery thread and bits of white material were provided the girls 
who were not alr eady busily engaged in completing the table cloths they had 
started at the Children I s Home. 1/e also had paper dolls, a few books, funnies, 
and card games . Occasionally a priest from one of the other c.a.rs on the 
transport ·,v0uld amuse the children y,r.L th stories and tales of some of his 
experiences . 

, 
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Disci pline was no great problem. The b eys knew they v~re respon ­
s ible to Le("\n and Henry and the gi rls to Maria and Zita. They were 
very well - behaved. 'l'heir puni shment included not hing mo re t han addi­
tiona l t i me being added to t heir re!t peri od if they were not quiet f rom 
13:00 to 14:00. Or worse than that, if they got into f i ghts , l i ke Olek 
and Kashek or Hladek and Rudy, all betvveen the ages of 7 and 10 years 
~ften did, they ~ere required to sit alone in their places and f orbidden 
to r;peak to anyone nor be spoken t o f or half an h our or an hour. This 
vas r eal punishment not t ("\ be able to p oint out ~b j ects of i nterest n ~r 
ask questions . They tr1ok it l i ke little men, however, and sat and p Auted 
the whole period. 

Passing by, ,rhat is more , s t opping by fruit orchards in Czechoslovakia 
was a t emptation that I IJ\YSclf could not re Ris t. Rushi ng out t ,., pi ck a 
handful of plumr; and pear::; a t one stop vva.s when I rrude nw first r.reat 
mi s t ake . Trying to keep our six b i g boyR back at this poi nt was -impossi­
b l e . All I c oul.cl do was ask them to po!'l their booty, share it wi th t he 
o t he r s and hold back what was green myself , NeecIJ.ess tc- say, vre rrere 
t aking n o chances . Cheese was en the menu for supper that day. 

In Pr ague our train .ms met by a long line of black marketeers . Mnst 
of them were station m:m car rying satchels n f r ~m-bs , brushes, flashlig}J.ts , 
shoes, rlothi n3, f o~dstuffs, e ven pastry - rnoRt anything one could wi sh -
f or ci garettes, their medium of exchange . Our rhildren l ooked with l ong­
ing oyes at some 0f the f n.ncy pn.strie:s tnat passed by - much too slc,;71.y 
f or my mm comfort . 

Trying to keep nine-teen boys and girlR clean amidst all that dust , 
smoke, soot and grime would be a big or~er with water being plenti fu1 . 
However, we thcught 'v7e did very "\7ell on our very limited water supply. 

Henry faithfully bathed hi~ five little charges each evening by 
s t anding them in the vmsh basin we had borrowed from our British neighbours 
in the next cE'.r, soaping them good from head to f oot, then pouring "\7ctter 
over their heads with our canvas bucket . Someti mes vrn were able t n ~ t a 
milk can or two of hot Ymter from the next car. This made bathing alot 
more pleasant . Saturday afternoon vre all ran out of water. It had been 
a verJ ho t day ::md the children were messier than ever.. I had h ,..,rrors cf 
their arriv::..ng in Poland .looking their m.rst, uhen fortunately ve stopped 
a t a rail road station u.1.tcr point in Czechoslcwakia. The children quickly 
donned their bathing trunks, grabbed their soap and wash cloth3 and had 
a good shower whi1e Leon pumped away for all he \?'as wor t h on thi s L'..lge 
pump. 

After they ueru bathed, the young l'\nes climbed into their ct ' ckercd 
pajamas and crawled i nto bed. Bed for them was a blanket for a mattresf\ 
and a no ther f or COV8ring vri th their coats folderl in to pillrws. Their 
benches in the compartments were l ong enough s o that two could sleep 
feet to fes.;t. Of course , their feet tangled every n ow and then, and so 
did they. Several times during the night I was s t artled by a loud thump, 
only to find th3.t Janee, Olek or Rudy had r olled out of ood onto the floor . 
Henry and Josef of the older boys , ehose to sleep in the bD.ggage racks 
above for more spri.oo . Little Kashck, of course , imitated them. 

The g i rls ha.d sliding doors on their compartments , :, o !'ne in each 
usUl'\.lly spren.d her blanket on the flnor for a more spacious ooi~ 

Fortunately the c0ach hP.il. two toilets . We kept a lan~em burning 
all night outside the doors . 

I t was not· often possible to get enough boiled water for our hot 
milk an d drin}d.ng vrater , t o o, s o it was often necessary to ch:)..orinate i t. 
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The children di sliked this very much and had to be watched closely at 
station s tops . 'rhe ch";.orine taste was not noticeable, however, ·when 
it Yv'as used to "!~lute ronned milk and with a little sugar added, We 
also had a small a,'lount of marrnelade which we mixed with vrater f or 
variation. 

We had brought sufficient rations for the five day trip with 
us from loensee . Food remaining ,raR turned over tc, the PRC in P~land. 
The children's schedules were stri ctly adhered tA. Their menus looked 
something like the foJ lowing: 

8: 00 Breakfast: 
l.iilk 
Bread, butter 
Egg, hard boil eel 

i 2 r 00 Lunch~ 
Milk 
Bread, butter 
Pork or hrun loan 
Apri.eot or pP.ach 
:.?reserves 

10:00 Mid-morning snackJ15 : 00 Jause: 
I.iilk Hot Cor.oa or tea 
Bread, butter 
~r raisin cookies 

Bj,gcui ts 
Candy 

1 ~: 00 Supper, 
Ho t cocoa ~r tea 
Bread, bt..tter 
Salmon, tuna, 
Sardines or 
Cheese 
20:3n Eve Snack: 
/for older boyq/ 

Biscuits 

Frida:- evening vre all had a clen.ning streak. We were able to 
ge t more warm ·water than usual, s o after bathing the youngsters , thP- older 
ones took good sponge baths and the boys washed their hair, then t heir 
socks and shirts, which they strung out at one. e nd of the car. It really 
look,d like waGh day in tho children I s coach, All the water spilling around 
was a good exci.;.::3e to scrub out toth ends of the car; then how could we 
neglect the Jr-.itche:n floor and above all the toilets; finally Yre made a 
ccmplete job of it and scrubbed out the aisl_es as well. We were mighty 
p roud of our housekeeping this evening, 

We usoC pienty of DDT rJw-der, especially in the kitchen and 
toilets, so that ve:,y few flies were around& LeC'ln wap, respl')nsible for 
DDT-ing each morning after the cleaning detail. 

'.rhe First Aid station I set up in my compartrrent was a very busy 
pln.ce . Cinders seemed to keep getting into their eyes , scr atches and 
bruisP-s needed frequent wa::iliing and cleru1 banciaides to prevent infection. 
There were a f ew headaches, only one or two tum.my aches/ and these were 
before the fruit l octing episodes/ o Of course, lfialgcrzat a ,1as train sick, 
as ,-;rell as car sick, but only for the first dayo Fortunately nothing more , 
serious hapyenecl during the journey for there was neither a doctor ' n('lr 
nurse on the entire transport. 

Saturday evening_ ue stopped only a few hours from the Polish border, 
Excitement r eached new heights. They all wanted to stay awake until they 
entered Poland. I assured them that we would not arr ive in Dziedzice before 
morning so t hz_t our schedu..le would be unchanged. The small boys finally 
dozed off about 21: 00; the g irls a short time later, and one by one the 
older boys. Leon managed to be awake when we reached the border shortly 
before midnight~ 

Tho transport was greeted with speeches, music, singing and '3.ancing 
that could be hea.rd all about. Mrs. West , who had spent the las t t.vo 
eveni ngs in our coach, and Ivlr. Gln.ze k decided that UNRRA should be repre ­
sented, so after presenting our passports at the check points, they witnessed 
the festivities which included warm f ood for anyone who came to get it. 
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Early Sunday morning about 5: 30 we a rrived in Dziedzice 
b t . t , 

u 1 was not until ~bout 7:30 that anyone stirred. The little 
ones awakened ,-·Uh the question! "When are \ve going to cross the 
border?" "How f ar are we from the border?" They were certainly 
surprised when they found out they were already :in Poland. Their 
one great anxiety now· vras: 11 W"nen will Yve find our parents or r ela­
tives?11 

The rhlldren were asked not to leave the coach, because al­
though the rema.inc1.er of the transport was re quired to report at 
Dz::_edzice reception center; all unaccompanied children were expected 
to report at Kozle reception center. We vvere under the impression that 
our c oach was to continue the remaining 60 1cm c:' so to Kozle:i but the 
HTO at Dzi edzice changed our minds rapidly enough for us . Their ma.in 
concern was to got UrSo transport back to the U.,,S. zonos, and if a gcod 
coach got separateii from the rer;t of the cars, they felt certain they 
would never see it againo 

The children had breakfast as us1..~al, thi.s time r.onsisting of 
b r ead, apri cot preserves and the last of our rrilk. 

A nun appeared shortly after 8:00 looking fer a transport of 
children from 11Braunau, Germa.,-iy", A PRJ representative came to offer 
her services. Ers . 'Jest followed hE.:r to phone K"lzle regarding arrange­
ment s to transport the childrE:n there, 

About 10:00 a wormn and a gentleman, employees of PUR, state 
repatriation commission, e.rrived to take the children to the reception 
center at Dziedzice "for two or three days until transport can be ar­
ranged for Kozle. 11 Having already checkec train schedules to Kozle, I 
asked v7hy the c.hildren could not lea vu that very day knmving ho,v tired, 
restless and anxious they were to get to their destinationse The woman 
beearne v ery i ::-1u1g:1ant, err_pha::,ized that tbere was no transport for Kozle .• 
that the children ,rere no longer my eoncern, and that they would remain 
at the reception center in Dziedzice for two or three days . I made known 
my intention to reme.in with the children until they reached Kozle at least. 

Since the train nad to be cleared by 10: 00 and we still had no 
definite vrnrd on transport to Kozle, we quickly unloaded children and 
baggage onto the Gtation platformo A short time lc~ter a FUR truck ar­
rived to transport us to their reception c.enter a short distance awayo 
We wer0 assigned a. fair sized room in a building nearby set :in vPry 
plc.:1.sant wooded surroun:li.ngs. We were told that the children wo ,.Ld al-1 
spend the night :in this room YTi th no beds and the only water aYailable 
waf; :in · 1c kitchen. The womar: in charge stated that the children would 
receive a warm meal 2.fter J.2~ 00. 

'r!hon asked whether it would not be possible to have another r;:iom 
to septirate the boys A.nd the girls fvr the night; she suggested the 
women ' s Ymrd of the dispensary in the ma.in building for the girls .• to 
which &ccoss \7as only possible through the men's ..vard. 

Net being too happy abo'Ll.t the above arrangements, I proceeded 
back to the PRC near the railroad stationo 'rhcre I found Mrs- Nel::i. West, 
Mr. Edo Glazek:, Dr. Adrun Szebesta, director of the PRC Katowice area~ 
Dr. Puglewicz, his assistant ; i'llrs. Sofia Germanowa~ PRC Child Welfare 
specialist; and her secretary; Miss Freda T ,7orzowna; and Judge Jarosz 
of K.:-i.tovice" 
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I wa s told that a PRC vehicle was on its way from Katowi ce 
and eh('luJ.d b e in D:dedzice within the ho ur to tran :5port the children 
t o Kozle . And it was . 

A l i st of the children was g i ven the PRC so that -they might -wire 
and broadca s t f or par ents and relatives of the children. Their efficient 
machine was already in nperation. 

Al though t he PRC truck had arrived by 12: 00 i t YJas after 14: 00 
befor8 vre l eft flz i edzice . :}e waited for the children to have their hot 
lunch consisti ng of a thick potato soup and dark bread. Then we s t opped 
for t\;10 o t her children at the PRC .whc were also on their way t o Kozlc. 

FUR hc.d g iven us s ome candy and -bread and I had s ome coca c-ol a 
to quench their t hirst during the t hree hour jou:·ney t o Kozle . 

Mrs . Ger mnowa explai ned t he organization of the Kozle Reception 
Center and t he vari ous responsibilities - namely ad.ministrati on by FUR, 
e ducat ion and r e creat ion by ministry of education; medical care, regi stra­
tion, t r aci ng and placement of children by PCK /Polish Red Cross,{ Parents 
and relatives were already noti fied to call f or their c.hi ldren at Kozle 
or after one week at the PCK Clu.l::lren 1 s Home in Katrr~ice , which was t0 
be the reception center after the closing of Kozle on the 1st of September 
t o afford more favorable winter quarters and a more centralized location. 

i'fhen satisfied that no parents or relatives for a child exis t, the 
child is taken into a state or church O!.J)hanage and then possi bly for 
n.doption into a private home. The ?oles consider foster home care more 
desirable than instituti0ncil care., 

The Children ' s Reception Center at Kozle was ideal for a summer 
<'.'ar.ap , The dispensary, adrr::in:i.stration builoing, mess hall and living quarters 
consisted of well constructed. wooden frame barracks. The grounds wer0 
spacious , o. ttractive and well-kept . The children were o.ssigned wooden frame 
beds i n dormitory rooms of a"'.:lout ten each with young ones separated f rom 
t he older. The gi rls were qw.rtered in a barrack fH'l!!le distance from the 
boys . E;\rerything was spotlessly cban. The only staff apparent was the FUR 
accountant, a man teacher from the Ministry of Education responsible for 
the b eys'· barraclc, 8- woman teacher resJ)Onsible f or the girl::; 1 barrack.,, 
t hree nurses , kitchen staff and military guards at the gate - not t o mention 
the greatly inebr iated night vmtchman that made a nuisance of himself after 
di nner by breaking up the boys 1 football game, then jumping in the dispen­
sary window and overturning t he t2.1)1e over which Mr::; . GermanowaJ> her seore-­
t a r y and I were having coffee and. discussing plans for the children, 

F'or s upper at 19; 00 the children were served generous portions of 
s oup, sausage, potat(ies , gre1:.m beans, tomato salad, dark bread, milk: 
n.nd pr eserved f -rui t . I was told that the food for children in institutions 
was general ly good, and averaged from 2200 to 2700 calor i es per day , 

Having had the i r showers , before going t o bed, the children vrere 
l ined up in their barrack in perfect lines according to height to say their 
prayers in unison. • 

I was i.nforrood it wa,=; customary to talce baggage away that children 
clicl not neod and keep i t u."1der l ock and key until departure to avoid theft 
:-md bln.ck mar keting . F earfuJ. that this might gi ve the children a f ee l i ng 
of insecurity and mistrust , I reques t ed that they b e permitted to kee~ their 
belongings vri th them as they vvere to be there only a few days Qt the most , 
I assured. them that our children were well trained and that they shouJ.d have 
no f ear of their operating en the black m.:,;ket. 



• 
Rudy's uncle and cousin hD.d met us i n Dziedzi ce , The end~ 

em1Jraces and t ears 0±.' joy af t er so long a separation, t ouched 0.ll the 
children as t hey wondered v1hen someone would e..ppcar for them. Rudy ' s 
uncle gave hi:n a pict:.:re of his mother, which he carri ed in his hand 
all. the way t u Kozle - she had disappeared during the i'fazi occupation, 
the f a ther ·was killed in a,ction. 

Zita and Barbara Y/81~e met by their very dapper uncle, who had 
married a t eacher <;l.uring t.he past few yen.rs, and 3he wa3 expecting a 
baby the v ery day t he girls arrived home. It vras a triple blessing 
for them. 

Alfred1 s aged grand.mother was o.. t Dziedzicc4 She wns disappointed 
that Alfred could not reffi'.'l.in with her a short time before going to Kozle 
and. then on to Kato;rice to join his father, who -rrns vvork:ing there. She 
C,Olf[ll ained that life for the aged was very difficult in Poland, as is 
true of most of the European countries, 

'I'he reunion oi' Henry n.nd his father; vrho had been waiting for the 
transport at Dz i ed:;.;ic.e , rms most touqhing, .A. boy 0f seven years looks quite 
different o.t fourteen o.nd so does a father after seven years of uar . 
Neither recognized the other at first, but it did not take them long to 
get reacquainted, Tho father, dressed in his best Sunday suit and lon g 
black dinner coat, British milit~ry pan'.:;, and b1.'1.ck derby hat , beamed 
like only a f1.ther being ho.nded his ffrst born son could beam. To ccm­
plete the picture, I could not resist handing him a cigar. 

Since it -rms irr.pos~i ble to give u.1) a ny of the children until they 
hn.cl been d.octu,'onted 2.-t Kosle, Hcnry 1 s f a ther stayed with UR until ii'e 
p8.sscd his little vill,1.ge a t Si 0rldanie s . He r e turned to Kozle the fol­
loviing dn.y for Henryc '1he fa ct thr.:. t Henry r8f8rred to him as "lfr. 11 several 
tirnes, of cour:=:8, brm.1r-;ht forth immediate correction to "Father" . Then, 
too, Henry felt that ho should start TTorking immediately e.s a bak8r he­
rouse ho hA.d se:r.·ved fl. n a pi)r.:mtice.;hip in the Polish bakery in Ebensee. 
However, his father insis t ecl they would rmnage with his earnings a r, 8. 

miner; Henry must continue his :::i chooling . Henry also had a new moth~ir to 
become a cqua.intecl vd th. His mother had died when he nas about four yea.rs 
and the father rcmar-.ciod since Henry was snatched away by the SS in 1939 
for nazification. 

The following day Henry ' s f a ther Ck'llled for him and for Leen [end 
Bruno, whose aunt and unc:l e lived nearby lli.s homo. 

'rhe rem?.ining s ixtecn were tc.ken three days later to the PCK Chil­
dren's Horne in Katowice, where their f amilies were asked to report on 
Saturday, vrhen a specit'.l anniversary program was being arranged. 

Thi s pro{7'<':>Jn included special chapel services at 9: 00~ in vvhioh 
Josef pm ticipc..ted o.s al tar boy, a tour of the Home while the children 
were having brec..kfast , 3.nd later presentation of the children to their 
f arnili.an, who signed documents in a;;;sumption of responsibility for their 
care. 

The inadvi sability of such a program was later realized by the 
emotional upset caused those children who had no f mhili es to call fdr 
them. 1,iany tears were shed, \iladek especially sobbed violently and 
claimed he lmew exactly the house his mother ha.cl lived in at Bielsko , 
Houever, when taken there , be r •:J o.l.ized that he had been too young to 
remember, Jani found her former home without any trouble , but strangers 
i7ere living there now and no one seemed to lmow the whereabouts of her 
mother, 



• 
Those children who, li Yed in Biel t1ko were taken with parents 

or rela t:i.ves by PCK truck. Josef and Ludwik were called for by their 
aunt and aged gra:>1&nother; Zita. and Barbara. by their und'le; Maria and 
Ma.lgorzata by their aunt. · We drove Josef and Ludwik to their very 
modest home near the heart of the city. Zita and Barbara lived in a 
very lovely· re~idential district. Maria and Malgorzata lived on a 
fruit orchard on the outskirts of the city in one room of what had 
formerly been their home. 

The fact that the children were onoo again hon-e in Poland 
with their relatives more than compensated for the l ack of material 
things. They seemed overwhelm9d with joy. The en tire trip was one con­
tinuous chatter ard series of questions regarding friends and relatives 
11nc1 what had happened si.YJ.ce they were swept away by the Nazis. A great 
cheer emanated when tr..ey sited Bielsko. Time and o.gain they pointed 
out places o.nd people they had recognized. It was great to be homel 

We stopped at the POK in Bielsko to inquire whether anything 
further had been traced on tho other e ight ,ihildren.. They stated that 
these parents were no longer in Bielsko, so the search would continue 
farther. The names of the four children still remaining in Ebensee 
were .::•.lso given them for furt!k)r · search. 

We visited tho Children's Home in Katowice,. which will be the 
reception center for children after Kozle is closed. It is operated by 
the :PCK an,1 stn.ffed by nuns. It Y\US spotlessly clean, orderly, but lack­
ing in recrent ional equipment and general activities to keep the young­
sters occupied. ThE:: food YI/ls good. The chil:lren slept in dormitory 
rooms of about 5 tc, 15 beds. The children will be processed here, then if 
necessary, sent on to other ins ti tut ions or placed out for adoption. 

A gencro.l child vrelfare program is undervmy in Poland. There 
are state institutions and church institutions for orphored children. 

Mother-child care centers are also Ul1iierway, accomodating 50 to 
100 widowed mothers ancl children. Vocational training is provided the 
mothers D.nd good care the childr.:m •. 

.Al though the st'.IDdards of institutional cnre for children in 
Poland might not be the :::1rune as ours in the USA, the children do receive 
good care, n.dequate food and,· what is more important, they are at hor:10 
in their native land.- As long as this is the pattern to which they must 
eventualJ.y adjust, · it is important from the psychological and language 
standpoint especially,. that they b8 repatriated as rapidly as possible. 

The POK in Poland impressed us as a sound efficient organization 
em:;>loying well-qualified personnel, highly respected by the Poles for 
their fine work. 

Since it is very difficult ancl of ten e rroneous to try to formulate 
impressions of another country on so short a visit, I have hesitated to 
do more than give just a narrative account. The people we met were. 
energetic, kindly, o.nd most hospitable. I should like to add that. in 

spite of considerable conflict and confusion in my own mind, the piccure 
o.s a ·whole was -.;ery favora·ble. 
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Le-. te~y as we \Ve re ir:f-.rmed b • U.1.fu and our l iaison 
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Chi~· • l . C. for Germany, 



.1 
. 

400 UNRRA ADMIN. HQ. 
B. A. 0 . R. 

Tel. Lemgo 672. UN/1214/RO. 

. To: 410 UNRRA C.H.Q. 
1( November, 1946. 

B.A.O.R. 

Attention: Department of' Field Operations. 

From• . Repa tria. tion Di vision. 

Subject: Una.ccollJ>8:llied ~ldren to Poland 

In view of' bad weather conditions and the lengthy train 
journey involved, would ·central Headquarters be good enough to 
enquire of' . E.R. O. whether one of the UNRRA •planes could be 
ma.de available for the purpose of transporting unaccompanied 
children to Poland • 

.A;n urgent reply is requested. 

ERH;WlL. 
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1099. Cnildren brought from Germany from 5 July 1946 till 25 Uov~mber 46 * 
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POLISH RED CROSS 

Dear Sirs, 

Copy. 

Warsaw, ~ovember 25th, 1946. 
24, Pius XI Street 

Central Traing Bureau UNRRA 
AROLSEN near Kassel 

Germany. 

You are kindly requested to furnish us as 
soon as possible with information ab out the health of 
Helena BORZYM, being actually in a UNRRA Hospital in 
Osnabruck. 

Helena Borzym was deported to Germany after 
the Uprising in 1944, as a military prisoner of war. She 
studied afterwards in Belgium, where she fell ill.with 
symptoms of a mental disease. She is placed now in the 
UNRRA Hospital in Osnabruck. 

We Are very anxious to obtain news about her 
health and shall be very thankful for an early reply. 
We kindly ask you to inform us too whether Helena Borzym 
is in condition to be returned to Poland . 

We tharkyou in advance for any assistance you 
will be able to give us in the above matter. 

II-D 7,M 

Yours very trµly 

Maria Bortnowska 
Chief 

Information and Enquiry Bureau 
Polish Red Cross. 
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UNITED NATIONS 

RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION 

PM/W/21 \ <D 

VIA AIR MAIL 8th November, 1946. 
To:- UNRRA Central Headquarters, 

Department of Field Operations 
Arolsen, Germany. 

From:- UNRRA Mission to Poland 
We lfare and Repatriation Division. 

Your letter of the 11th September asking for 
in~ormation of facilities for the reception of unaccompanied 
children, pregnant women and mothers with infants, arrived here 
on the 22nd October. Frankly we find it a little disturbing at 
this stage of repatriation that UNRRA Officers in the British Zone 
should be · asking for further assurances "before recommending their 
retatriation". The whole subject of the repatriation of special 
ca egories was discussed here with the Ministry on 11th June on the 
occasion of Dr. Sullivan's visit from the American Zone Germany. 
A record of the discussion was forwarded to UNRRA Central Headquarters 
Germany at the time. 

Decisions, as you may recall were that all special 
groups, with the exception of the T.B., should be repatriated as 
soon as possible, and that facilities for their repatriation either 
were available, or would be made avai~able immediately by the Polish 
Government. Subsequent to this meeting Miss Lay visited Germany and, 
as we believe, made it quite clear that despite serious deficiencies 
in supplies, the Polish Government was able in fact to care for 
these special groups on their return. Later Miss Blackey visited 
Poland and reported very fully on the same matter. We had under­
stood that Miss Blackey's report had been freely circulated in 
Germany and would presumably, have reached the writer._of the et~.R 
from the British Zone. We find it most disconcerting that despite 
all these assurances- and information on the facilities available 
here that UNRRA Officers should have further hesitations on this 
matter. You are no doubt considering what action to take with the 
officer concerned, but we would venture to suggest that it is 
encumbent upon all UNRRA officials to recommend repatriation in all 
circumstances, especially in the present case where, we must 
emphasize, full information and all assurances have been forthcoming. 
This is of particular importance in the case of unaccompanied 
children, about whom the Polish Government feel very strongly. 

From the September report of the D.P. Operation 
Germany it appears that there are no less than 1533 unaccompanied 
children in the three Zones:-

/Over •••••••• 
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VIA AIR MAIL 

UNITED NATIONS 

RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION 

- 2 ... 

518 in the American Zone 
$46 in the British Zone 
169 in the French Zone 

We appreciate that some period of time must 
elapse whilst these children are being oriented before 
their return but we would like to suggest that measures 
should now be taken to speed up the return of these 
1533 children. A speedy return of these children would 
presumably relieve the pressure on the Childrens Centres, 
which from your September, narrative report, appears to 
be acute. 

If there is any difficulty with the despatch 
of Polish Red Cross trains from this end you will, no doubt, 
inform us in order that we can discuss with the Author ities 
here the laying-on of trains adequate to repatriate the 
children in the shortest possible time. 

~0 . 
Roland Berger, ~ 

VlELF UIB AND REPATRIATION DIVISIO~ 

.. 
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400 UNRRA ADMIN. HQ. 

B. A. O. R. 
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POLISH RED CROSS SECTION FOR GERMANY 
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Regional Office for Germany 
Delegation Centrale pour l'Allemagne 

Arolsen,? ___ , __ ' _________ e __ r: ------~·:;_ __ : _____ J ____ ~_ C. 
Tel. 438 

~ '1'7 I,(" 
.l. • ...... z • - / Lf....., • 

TC: : 11"~ ·,. ! ,i J ' 

or, c]_, = ,-:,_ 

~: 'u'.d,I'\.~ m; LOCa~IO .... A ... ,.D ..:.EP.11.TLL .. TION OF .PO LIS.ti 
CJII D ,;, ... ; I . ~J.,1.AJ., Y. ------------------------,..----------------------
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coow i th the UKHR ~ uthori ties • ... ese di.fficul ti 

1 

J'lr • • .! re, r ... i r' 
o_ ~ . 'l'c.C.,re:t"i'"l:"'"n., . 



1 6. 

8 

e tt t io . 



i 

• 

/ V 



Cop t -

• 



~ c1 .• : 

p t 



UNITED NATIONS RE 

U.S. ZONE HEADQ 

Phone: 6861 
Ext 330. 

I /? 

Ef-JABILI TION ADMINISTRATION 

RMY HEADQUARTERS 

I . 

November S, 1946. 

SUBJEC!: List of children re orted to be 

TO • . UNRRA Central Headquarters, 
Arolsen. 

{;:} Attn. • . Child Search Officer. ~ 

'El f1TTT;-, \ 
t, s: (., 

1. Miss Anna L1itack of District No. 5. submitted a list 
of children supposed to be in District 3 area. The names of 
the children came £rom a list provided by the Burgermeiater, 
KLV, and so forth. Only two children HERMAN, Milada born 

'26.10.35 and REISCH, Ursula born 28.11.34 were returned in 
District J. The remaining 5 children were supposed to be in 
the Russian Zone. · 

2. We aubmit thi's list of 5 children to you f or submission 
to the Polish Red Croap for their search activities in the 
Russian Zone. 

For the Zone Director: 

• - I' 

t-~ A,/- o~ ­~~-0~ ._ 
Cornelia D. Heise 
Child Search Officer. 

Prepared by Mary Jo Matthews. 

Distribution: 
2 - CHQ 
1 - File 

MJM:rp 



List of Children reported to be in District No.3 area, according 
to lists provided by Blirgermeister, KLV, etc. 

Name 

1. KLEIS 
Elfriede 

Birthdate 

2. KRETSCHMER 
El s e 12.12.32 

3. Gerda 20.12 .33 

4. KRU 28 . 5. 35 
Lotte 

5. MONKE 11 . 6.36 
Marta 

6. SEMPER 
Anna 

Present Location 

c/o Fr. Hohndel 
Eitsmandor f , Post 
Blondsdorf- Kr. 
Milt enberg 

Buchelberg 

Weisenfels 
Thuringia 

Vleissenfels 
Thuringia 

Weissenfels 
Thuringia 

Further Information 

11.. :Johann KLEIS 
M. :Amalie FLAT 
in Langenau,b. Krak ow 
Pol and , 
Ri Evangelical 

F . Richard Kretschmer 
M. : Maria 
in Her t wugswal dau 
R, :Evangelical 

F. :Friedri ch KRUGE 
M. : Olga BOL U 
in: Poland 
R. :Rom. Catholic 

F.:Anton MONKE 
:M.:Elvira 
in: Krery b.Radowsko 
Poland 
R. :Evan eli.cal 

F.: deceased 
M.: Nathalie KRUGER 
in: Poland 
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UNITED NA TIO NS RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION 

. U. S. ZONE HEADQUARTERS : THIRD U.S. ARMY HEADQUARTERS 

/ APO 757-U.S 

Phone: 22nd November 1946 

), 

SUBJECT: Clearance of u.n:ac · Children's cases wi th 
Poland 

TO : UNRR Central Headquarters for Germany, Arolsen 
ttn: Child Search Officer 

Enclosed is a group of supplementary records which we 
had hoped to be able to get to Miss Blackey before she went 
to Poland. you will note there are two instances in which 
members of the family are reported to be in work camps in 
Poland . The others are family roups with strong indication 
that they may be of German nationality,yet the desire in most 
insta.~ces on the part of the children "±-t to return to Poland. 

It is ,our understanding that these cases have been re­
gistered with the Central Tracing Bureau. We sen~ them to 
you for special clearance and discuss ion of policy with Poland. 

Distribution: 
1 - CHQ 
1 - File 

CDH/vw 

F~J/L 
Cornelia D. Heise 
Child Search Off icer 
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UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION 

U.S. ZONE HEADQUARTERS: THIRD U.S. ARMY .HEADQUARTERS 

APO 757-U.S . AR.MY 

Phone: 6861 
Ext.326 

25 NoTember 1946• 

SUBJ'EO'l'a Requeat for Statement of Polieh Policy regardina Children 
repatriated to Poland who•• parents are later found to be ia 
Germany. 

TO a tJNHRA. Central Headquarter•• 
.A.rolMn. 

Attn. a •a E• Blaokeyt Child Search Conaultct. 

1. You will recall from our conTeraation regarding the ••eond group 
of unaccompanied children repatriated to Poland the caae ot one child 
Elfreida Roth acknowledged bf the liaiaOA officer u Polish who found on 
repatriation that her parents had recently bHn r turned to Germany•• 
ret11gees May we have a atatement of Poland's policy r egarding the return 
of sueh children to Gel'.JDAil.1 to join. their tamilie•1 

2. Thi• problemwu again raiaed reeently in a discussion with M:l.li: 
tary GoTenunent tor BaTaria, FUblic lfeltare Branch, and German agencies 
A newl.7 reported group ot several thouaucl Silesian children in the care 
ot one of the German agencie• brouaht th• proDlea to the tore Th• German 
agencies felt they could enter into plau tor the inTeS igatioa and repatria... 
tion of Sileaian children. with meh more co:n:fidence it they had assurance 
from Poland that children would be returne4 to parent• who were later dia 
coTered in Germany and found to be German nat ioaab or refuge•• unacceptable 
to Poland We aaaurecl the Military GoTernment otf'ioera and the German repre 
aentatiTu that we understood this wa• pl,lud•a policy, proTided there were 
proof of parentage and German nationality.. It waa agreed that UNRRA would 
attempt to get a olear cut eXpre•sion ot policy from the Polish authoritiea. 

,3 Military GoTernment thought clear cut deciaion on thi one iaaue 
would do more than anything else to ltrealt don the Oernan oppo•i tioa to the 
search tor United Natiou1 children. •• realise the ditficultie• inTolTed 
in getting an. eXpressioa of policy on thia iaaue since i,t is brought about 
only by errora in identification and determination ot nationality. on the 
ither hand, national liaiaon otf'icer•t tJRRR1. Milit&17 GoTenunent and Ger ... 
man• are all aware of' the scanty evidence on which decision• muat be bued 
and realise that miatakea will be made in indiTidual cues. The FOliah 
statem1nt we are requesting is merely- an agre81118nt that auch miatakea will 
be rectified by the return of the children to their tami.liea 

(contd ) 



Jote We isous ed thi problem th Mi s B ackey by telephone 
before her recent trip to Poland.,. 
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Phone :· 6861 
Ext.326 

APO 757-U.S . AR.M Y 

SUBJEGr: Request for Statement of Polish Policy regarding Children 
repatriated to Poland whose parents are later found to be in 
German. 

TO ; UNRRA. Central Headquarters, 
Arolsen. 

.Attn. : Miss E. Blatj:ey, Child Search Consultant. 

, 
~v 

~i:S. '~-\ (' 0 . '~ ' ,, T "\ ' .,., 

-:; T ,,.,w\'•:'5/' 
1. You will recall from our conversation {ses-Q!l'O!-·group 

of unaccompanied children repatriated to Poland the case of onechild. 
Etireida Roth acknowledged by the liaison officer as Polish who found on 
repatriation that her parents had recently been returned to Germany as 
refugees. 'Uay we have a statement of Poland•s policy regarding the return 
of such children to Germany to join their families? 

2. This problem was again raised recently in a discussion with Mili: 
tary Government for Bavaria, public Welfare Branch, and German agencies 
A newly reported group of several thousand Silesian children in the care 
of one of the German agencies brought the problem to the fore,. The German 
egencies felt they could enter into plans for the inve:tigation and repatria~ 
tion of Silesian children• with much more confidence if they had assurance 
from Poland that children would ~e returned to parents who were later dis­
covered in Ger.many and found to be German nationals or refugees unacceptable 
to Poland. Ne assured the Military Government officers and the German repre .. · 
sentatives that we understood this was Peland•s policy, provided there were 
proof of parentage and Ger.man nationality. It was agreed that UNRRA. would 
attempt to get a clear cut expression of policy from the Polish authorities. 

3. Military Government thought a clear cut decision on this one issue 
would do more than anything else to break down the German opposition to -the 
search for United Nations' children. We realize the difficulties involved 
in getting an expression of policy •n this issue since it is brought about 
only by errors in identifi• ation and determination of nationality. on the 
dither hand, national liaison officers, UNRRA, Military Government and Ger­
mans are all aware of the scanty evidence on which decisions must be based 
and realize that mistakes will be made in individual cases. The polish 
statement we are requesting is merely an agreement that such mistakes will 
be rectified by the return of the •hildren to their families. 

(contd.) 



4. We understand from verbal conversation with your office that 
Poland is reluctant to return to Germany children of parents wh• are 
Polish nationals but wh6 do not intend to be repatriated to Poland. 
We should like also to have Poland's policy on t his question stated 
in writing. 

Distribution; 
2 ~CH' . - Child ~earch Officer 

For the Zone Director; 

Cornelia D. Heise 
Child Search Officer. 

2 - !l'It'. L. Miniclier, Senior Public Welfare Officer, 
Office of Ivdlitary Government for Bavaria, Munich. 

1 - Zone Repatriation Division 
1 - Zone Field Operations 
:2 - USF.Er (1 - OIDUS) 
2 ~ District 5 - Child Search 
2 - Dist-rict 3 - Child Search 

CDH/SJ. 

rote 
~ di "'C 1 C, ':3ed thiR nr•oblem wit._ ~i"' s B_..ackey by telephone 

before her recent trip to Polanc1. 11 



r 
\) 

0; 

C 

r 1 " 

V, G 



10th ec mber, 19.l~6. 

U ... , ... :EJ.. , re ol - e, [ .~::11 ch. 
(Attention: Field Operations - Child Search) . 

St,I,J ...,C'.i': ... enatriation of 

The o.bov 
. ckcy ,;i th t nt 

t to . d. A y 
11u.m.ber of sh o 1 d 
anxious t e · tha 
condi tio · ·• In 
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Thi 11st should also sh the d t ils d 
under 2. a ov . 

l • List of Child i • 

FulJ aet 11. • 
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e realise that rot to you on 2 d October 
skitg for adva c lists of ohildre bei g repatriated 

to beset via your local ol1sh Red Crons Reprase tative 
for us ir Pola d, but this letter amplifies t e thole 

i tuation and e nsk for cop ies of the bov . .ist to be 
~ubmitted here at thee rliest possible dut s ell as 
to your Poli h Red Cross Repres tative. 

lill OU pleas ,otify 
to us h re they occur. 

y additions or alteration 

Carl H. t,urt in i 
irector, 

e nrtment of .;!ield Op r tions. 
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10th December, 946. 

., u.s. Zoe, Heidelberg. 
ntio : i. · C rneli He~s ). 

S: JECT~ Reputriutio oomoo.nia Childr.er. • 

The s bjec~ as discussed fully 
b . iss Bla ckey th Polish Rea Cross 

c v1 ~ + Pola d. ou k o , e 
a at of Polis ildren in Ger 
l is s to h ~ s ohildre~ om 

•.J -e a tio .s 1 I this con ection 
it i 8lced t ., fo lo g points be note d 
rece s ry ction en im~d~ntely:-

1 . Tro.irs. . P 1 .... i s ill be 
b e for y 1 ... ar i e Year 

for u1acco 11 n il you le 
icdicnte i · w b r ou n ed thi 
aLd if so, r i~ a . 

The s r s t you 
use a tr ti t 
t 1e k u le 
_1 by Christmas, t 

uble 
the 

ildre1 
keep · 

olisll 
to a r nge 
ohildron ho 
c ... re c P 
them there e.rly i the • OU 
propo e to us J.S. trair1 pJ U li t e 
apnroxi ate d t.D nu de .ails s e • 

• re also raised tnv point hat h · hav bee 
complaint by r.; e •child!'en of the tre t ant they 
have received fr m the Ger a tt 1d nto o he 
.s. Ar lospit 1 trai.s 01 route to ol nd. e 

realise that you ,have no ju:r:;isdictior. over these 
utt ndnnts, but ,a fol it ra be possib 1 q for you 
to bring this ,att r to the a ttention oft 
.ili'bary uthori ties. 



• _i_£!_of Chil~~ who are ready to be rep_ tr1 ted. 

,e have alre -y sked you by telephon fort 
list. ill you please i, die te on the 11 t 
name, ge~ a x · d if applicnb e det ils of 
particular 01l·c umsta1,ce.s thich ou d n ce 
spooi 1 pJ nu · iIJ .,o.lnn( "or the chil d . g . 
physic l or ment l dis bility. 

3. ist of Childr~­
bec use of re-lot reu y for r p ·triat iori 

a) 

atr iatio,. or oth r re -2~ · 

h i n .lis t s 10 ·1 d A. no s 10 the det 1 s rec · i r ed ur aer 2 . oove. 

4. ..1.., L t o f Childrer b e i1. · - ----,-
ul l det ils should oe v 
bove (see our e t t er dat ed 

I r e ll D u 
.y ou 

o ur 
chi lcT~n e 
r member ur 
n ug ~ t e d an .., . 
~ r. e P o i s h at ·v~ . 

ed i n :> . 

our 

hif' 1,ttor i ,ntior f 'our 
t io!: · .r d · =- o-operatton 

ma t ter "' O t t .1. :1 tt i .n.,. 
e i dre. horJe, ed 'ro , i 
, tr. y 1 Pl" n d t pe . f 
i e1. o om ask tha t 0 01.J i es o. t he 

abov0 ment i - i tted t o thi s o r · cc a t t he 
~r i"' nt p o 0 ::; i ). n me ,. imo s cu • d t hem 

t o .. our loco. Cr opn 1·~pr esc1 t t i e . y 
alter "t iorD a·1t10 t o G 1~ ts shoul e nt to us s the y occur . 

C r H. : .artini 
Di!·octor, 

ep Ftme t of ~ield pr tions. 
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11th Decemb r, 1946 • 

. 
TO: CJ RR HQ,.• U.S. ,:one, Heid lberg. 

(Atte tio : ·i s Cornelia Heise). 

' SUBJECT: of Polish 
many. 

During Child Search Consulta. t!s visit 
to Poland last mo various np ots or t e un coompa11 d 
children's progra ~ ere isouased ith repr sentatives 
of the Polish Governm nt and the Polish Rd Cross. 

The i nistry of Social I Ifnre, th in1stry 
of Education, nd t e Po 1s Red Cross, are very anxiou 
to do everyth ng possible for the onildr n returning 
to Po and from Germany and other countries. t as felt, 
therefore, that e could bel oon iderably by 1Ving 
oland o.n outli e of the vocational anded oatio al 

need oft e chi dren now u r care i n G rm y . Thia 
is artioularly p rti ent h reg rd to the dol oent 
group woe eduoat o ns deliber t ly e ect under 
the 1 zis. To meet the re ds of these childr n, l>oland 
ill h v to develop speci l tr 1n1r g cour es n order 

toe uip the childr n fore try into regu r cases 
lat r. It ould a lso b of help to Poland to i dioate 
the type a~d t dard or education or oth r tra i1ing 
bei g carried o in ttie Camp and Centres togeth r 1th 
suggestions co oer ni g the ge1.era l i nterests of the 
ohildrar hare. 

Je hould beg ad, t erefore, if you ould 
i~dly let us h ve a short re)ort in this connection 
sit affects the ohil dr 1 i n our one. 

You will appr cite tha t in view of th tie 
element , Poland ould like th' s inform-tion t the 
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t possible moments t any necessar y plann ing 
aration for the ret f the ohildre ,m.ay be 

s a~ e righ~ way. 
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cr l 
D1reotor, 

Depart nt of Field Oper t1ol • 
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TO: Col. tuczsznk, 
Po ish Red Cross, 
Arolsen . 

12th ecem r, 1946. 

SUBJECT: Repatriation of Polish Unaccompn· icd Children. 

. Follo·ring your conver at ion with •. i a Blackey 
yesterday, we nclose here rith copy of a cable which 
.e huve received from th Frenoh Zone. le re also 
ncloaing copy of our letter to the Frech ~o econ­

cerning this cable. 

t the same time· e are se di!g ou oopios 
of letters hich we have s&t to each or e following 
· is lac'~ey 's talk'3 in Poland on this subject. 

E.ncls. 

MB/mv 

C rJ H. , artini 
Director, 

Departm nt of Fi wld Oper tio s • 

• 
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ocisions u ith rGg~rd to the r op ~tri ntion of chi ldren of 
countries othor th~n thoso ha.vo boon nv2ila.ble for months , ~nd 
ca.n be secured from nppropria.t e Li r:.i son Offic ers e If such in-
formntion is not nv:-: il '."'..ble in tho fi e ld, n. nd there is ne ad for 
a. st '.:'.. oment simil 2..r to this for othor countries, CHQ, should 
be 

I f tioulnr decision se ems de t r i ment a l o the int er-
ests of the i dividuc l chi ld, UNRRA st a.ff ha.s the r esponsibility 
for cnr oful int prct ~tion of tha cns c to ' the tia.ison Officer 
a.nd, if indio :--,tG for requesting r ovier.r by tho ChiG f Linison 
Officer of the Zone / 

/ 
This inform~tion should bo ma.do o,,vnilnble to ~11 child 

i70lfnr e st nff imm-:i di nt oly o A copy of this st"..t omont ~ill 
be s ent t o the Rop ntri~t i on IVQ. ssi~ of onch country ~ith the 
suggestion th~t it be r ol nyed o officers in tho fi eld~ 

Plons o n.dviso us of r.ny problems o.rising out of thes e 
de c i s i ons, and submit nny informntion r cns e situ~tions 
uhich uill be us eful in working tounrd a elution of these 
problems. 

Cnrl H. Tub.rt ini. 
Assist"..nt Dir octor. 

(Reli ef Services). 
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12t ac bor, 1946 • 

. ... . • , 1 .s. o e, Heid lberg • 
on: is Cornelia Heise. 

SU JCT: eport on Childrer 

ea.re enclor>i e r-ewit copies fa 
report hioh eh ve receive from the stri 
__ is ion an d wh · oh we thi k ' ou y b i ter sted 
i oirculati ~ to our Child earo 

JC S: 5 

Distributio: 

earl .... r rtini 
irector, 

Dep rtm, t of' ield Operations. 

iss Dorothy Parse, rit' or e 
Field Operatics - Child Se, ch, French one. 


