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EXCERPTS FROM STATEMENTS BY REPRESENTATIVES IN THE
SEVENTEENTH REGULAR SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
CONTAINING REFERENCE TO THE ACTING SECRETARY-GENERAL

Admission of new Members to the United Nations

Mr. KAYIBANDA, Republic of Rwanda (A/PV.1122 at page 42) j "I wish

to take this opportunity to thank particularly the President and

the Secretary-General of the United Nations, as well as all those

who from near or from afar have made their contribution toward

assisting the Republic of Rwanda to achieve its independence and

take its place among the full-fledged free nations.

General Debate

Mr. de MELO FRANCO, Brazil (A/PV.1125 at pages 17 and 18-20): "...

Brazil warmly supports the implementation of the United Nations

Decade of Economic Development, originated by its eminent Acting

Secretary-General U Thant.

• * • •

"... I would like to thank the Acting Secretary-General, U Thant,

for his recent visit to Brazil and also express the hope that he will

continue to exercise the high post to which he does honour."

Mr. STEVENSON, United States (A/PV.1125 at pages 21 and 28)t "... In

the Congo, where the United Nations has played such a decisive part,

war and the threat of war seem to be yielding to ... the Secretary-

General's vigorous efforts, with our support and that of the great

majority of the Members, to get early implementation of the United

Nations reconciliation plan.
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"...We then selected unanimously a diplomat of exbaordinary

personal qualities viho has served this Organization well in a time

of transition and uncertainty.

"Our responsibility in this Assembly is to make sure that this

important office is as well filled in the next five years as it has

been in the past ..."

Mr. OHIRA, Japan (A/PV.1126 at pages 2,,13, 14-15 and 16): "... During

the past year, our Acting Secretary-General, U Thant, assuming the

direction of the Secretariat in very difficulty circumstances, has

demonstrated rare qualities of leadership, dignity, patience and skill.

To him we should like to pay warm tribute and to express our gratifi-

cation for the very effective manner in which he has fulfilled our

expectations and discharged the important duties of the high office of

the Secretary-General.

....

"...In the happy outcome of this question, we should not fail to note

the important and constructive role played by the Acting Secretary-

General, U Thant, and Ambassador Bunker of the United States. By their

contribution, the authority of the United Nations has without doubt

been further enhanced and a splendid proof has been provided for the

United Nations' reason for existence.

•...

"...We pay a tribute to the Acting Secretary-General for his endeavour

to find a constructive solution while taking into due account the

realities of the situation."
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H.R.H. Sardar Mohammad NAIM, Afghanistan (A/PV.1127 at page 6):

"...The initiative taken by the Acting Secretary-General in this matter

on behalf of the United Nations and the spirit of co-operation

demonstrated by Indonesia and the Netherlands in a serious matter

which was pregnant with the dangers of war, are highly appreciated."

Agreement between the Republic of Indonesia and the Kingdom of
the Netherlands concerning West Mew Guinea {.West Irian)

Mr. SUBANDRIO, Indonesia (A/PV.112? at page 73-75): "...It will be

recalled that at the initiative of the Acting Secretary-General the

parties came together for an informal discussion. During this informal

discussion the Acting Secretary-General was represented by Ambassador

Ellsworth Bunker and it was due to the tireless efforts of the Acting

Secretary-General and Ambassador Bunker, based upon the sincere desire

of both parties to reach a settlement, that within a period of not more

than two weeks an agreement could be formulated — this, in the annals

of international affairs, could be regarded as a very speedy settlement

of a conflict which lasted for about thirteen successive years.

"From this rostrum I would like to pay tribute to Acting

Secretary-General U Thant and Ambassador Bunker for their most

valuable and successful assistance in bringing about this peaceful

settlement.

"... In supporting /Ehe draft resolutionĵ  this house will give its

blessing and confidence to the Acting Secretary-General, the Indonesian
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Government and the Netherlands Government in the implementation of

all aspects of the agreement forthwith."

Sir Garfield BARWICK, Australia (A/PV.1127 at page 103): "...The

Members of the United Nations, including Australia and the parties to

the dispute themselves, have preferred that the intervention of this

Organization should be through the quiet diplomacy of the Acting

Secretary-General by himself and by his representative, and through

the assistance thus afforded to the parties in reaching a reasonable

solution. In the result, the Acting Secretary-General's offices and

those of his representative outrode and overcame the consequences of

regrettable incidents and enabled the parties to reach the present

agreement. This form of United Nations intervention has proved both

successful and effective, and I should like to place on record the

Australian Government's appreciation of it."

Mr. PELAEZ, Philippines (A/PV.1127 at page 107): "...It has been

aptly described as a historic achievement by the two dedicated men

whose intervention contributed greatly to its realization, the Acting

Secretary-General of the United Nations and Ambassador Bunker of the

United States."

Dato Dr. ISMAIL, Federation of Malaya (A/PV.1127): "...In conclusion,

allow me to pay our sincere tribute to the Acting Secretary-General,

whose vision and statesmanship made the negotiations possible."
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Mr. AH, Pakistan (A/PV.1127 at page 112): "...The Acting Secretary-

General merits the gratitude not only of• those immediately concerned,

but of all of us here, for his wise initiative, patience and

discretion which brought his efforts to happy fruition."

Mr. ZOLLMER, Dahomey (A/PV.1127 at pages 113-115 and 116): "...The

Government of Dahomey recognizes with satisfaction the efforts of the

Acting Secretary-General ... to achieve a peaceful settlement of the

problem of West Wew Guinea.

11.. .We count upon the Secretary-General, who we know is very capable

and impartial."

Mr. MEMON, India (A/PV.1127 at pages 116, 118-20 and 121): "...We

welcome ... the Secretary-General's role in /"the agreement_/.

"...The United Nations has assumed for itself a role in this matter —

very ably sponsored in this instance by the Acting Secretary-General.

We congratulate him on the success of this effort, in so far as we have

an agreement of this kind ..."

"... it is much to the credit of yourself, Mr. Secretary-General, and

the others concerned that this has been brought about."
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Mr. AKAKPO, Togo (A/PV.1127 at page 122): "... my delegation is very

happy about the active role played by the Acting Secretary-General and

by the United Nations."

General Debate

Mr. PQP07IC, Yugoslavia (A/PV.1129 at pages 21 and 41): "...The

Yugoslav Government ... stresses, with pleasure, the significant

contributions made by the Secretary-General, U Thant, to the solution

of this problem.

•...

"...We state with satisfaction that Secretary-General U Thant has

greatly contributed to such a trend in the activities of our

Organization, and we express our hope that he will continue to perform

his functions successfully in the future as well."

Mr. ARAM, Iran (A/PV.1129 at page 46): "... I should like to take this

opportunity to offer my congratulations on this settlement to the

Governments of Indonesia and the Netherlands and to the countries and

personalities who greatly contributed to this end. In this connexion

special credit and congratulations are also due to the Secretary-General

of the United Nations."

Mr. GREEN, Canada (A/PV.1130 at page 42): "...Our distinguished Acting

Secretary-General has shown great courage, great patience and great

wisdom during the course of his interim term of office which, remember,

began at a time when confusion reigned in United Nations affairs. During
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tfae past year he has given leadership which has restored confidence

in the Organization."

U THI HAN, Burma (A/PV.1131 at page 7): »...The major share of the

credit for this happy outcome is due to the Acting Secretary-General,

at whose initiative talks between the two parties were started and

whose patient and undespairing efforts to keep the negotiations going

and to guide them finally brought them to fruition."

Mr. LANSANA, Guinea (A/PV.1131 at page 18): "...Finally, may I present

the sincere congratulations of the delegation of Guinea to the Acting

Secretary-General, U Thant, for all his efforts under circumstances

which we know were very difficult in fulfilling his high and delicate

responsibilities. We are pleased in these circumstances to renew

publicly to the Secretary-General, U Thant, the assurance of our sympathy

and brotherly support."

Mr. BEN1TES. Ecuador (A/PV.1131 at page 71): "... I should like to

take this opportunity to record the sympathy and interest with which my

delegation views the wise and intelligent work of Acting Secretary-

General, U Thant."

Mr. KREISKY, Austria (A/PV,H3l at page 72): "...we can consider

ourselves fortunate that we have succeeded in finding a man who is not

only the representative of one of the world's most ancient peoples of

culture but who has also earned great respect and great admiration,
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even during the short time he has been in office, by the acuteness of

his judgment, by his balanced personality and by his realistic attitude."

Mr. GRIMES,, Liberia (A/PV.1132 at pages 3 and 13): "...We congratulate

the Acting Secretary-General on the part he played in bringing about a

peaceful solution /""to the situation in New Guinea_7»"

"...The Government of Liberia ... believes that one of the most significant

developments since the Congo crisis is the Acting Secretary-General's

recent proposal for ending the secession of Katanga. My delegation vail

give its full support to the Secretary-General's proposal ..."

Mr. HAEKKERUP, Denmark (A/PV.1132 at page 22): "... I am glad to have

this opportunity to pay tribute to the Acting Secretary-General for

his constructive efforts to bring about reconciliation in the Congo and

assist the Congolese people in solving their constitutional, political

and economic problems. My country wholeheartedly supports the Congo

operation of the United Nations, and in our view the Secretary-General's

conciliation plan is a reasonable and realistic basis for a lasting

solution of the Congo problem. It is essential that the Secretary-

General have wide support for the accomplishment of this task ..."

Sir Garfield BARWICK, Australia (A/PV.1132 at page 37): "... It is

imperative that the office be filled by a person who believes in this

Organization, is devoted to forwarding its purposes, and has the
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confidence of its Members. The Secretary-General, as a great

international servant, must lead a Secretariat which is also genuinely

international and, like him, takes orders from no government in any

respect.

"Australia believes U Thant, the Acting-Secretary-General, to

be such a man. He has fulfilled his duties as Acting Secretary-

General during a period of great difficulty with distinction and a

genuine singleness of purpose which would, I hope, lead the majority

of our Members, as it would lead Australia, to support him if he were

a candidate."

Address by the President of Pakistan

H.E. Mohammad Ayub KHAN, President of Pakistan (A/PV.1133 at pages 12

and 13): "...The Acting Secretary-General has presented a bold and

realistic plan to end the secession of Katanga and the Congo crisis.

It merits the sustained support of all Member States ...

• • • •

"... If the present session has opened under less ominous circumstances,

the credit must go the collective wisdom of Member States and to the

choice they made in the person of the Acting Secretary-General.

"During the year that has passed, he has proved himself fully

equal to the challenge of his great office and has given proof of

integrity and statesmanship of a very high order. His successful

mediation in the dispute between Indonesia and the Netherlands over
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West Irian, and his patient, courageous and constructive efforts to

end the Congo crisis, have demonstrated his stature."

General Debate

Mr. PELAEZ, Philippines (A/PV.1134 at page 8): "... The Acting

Secretary-General, U Thant, has discharged his responsibilities with

competence, distinction and an admirable dedication to the ideals and

principles of the United Nations. The Philippines is prepared to

support any move for his continuance in office for a full term."

Lord HOME, United Kingdom (A/PV.1134 at page 32): "... I would like

to say to the Acting Secretary-General how very grateful I am for the

patience with which he is dealing with /"the problem of the Congo_7»

He and Mr. Gardiner deserve our gratitude for the tact and forbearance

which they have used."

Mr. HUOT SAMBATH, Cambodia (A/PV.1134 at pages 43-45 and 5S): "... when

the Organization was faced with the problem of finding a successor to

the late and lamented Mr. Dag Haramarskjold, it was to Asia — in the

person of U Thant, a very distinguished son of Burma — that an appeal

was made to resolve the East-West dispute over the appointment of a

Se cretary-General.

"...¥e learned with great interest that, thanks to the efforts of

our devoted Acting Secretary-General, U Thant, and his distinguished
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collaborators, a plan to settle the irritating Congolese affair had

been drawn up.

"... His Excellency U Thant, who has assumed with great independence,

with great clairvoyance, with courage, the interim assignment , which

is the most delicate one can conceive, is entirely worthy in our opinion

of being designated for a full term. This very fine jurist and

philosopher from Burma has often spoken out with great wisdom. He has

been able, very quietly, very effectively, to settle delicate problems.

He is the one who least divides those Powers represented here.

Consequently, our delegation wishes to pay solemn tribute to him and

to voice our complete confidence in him."

Mr. AVEROFF-TOSSIZZA, Greece (A/PV.1134 at page 62): "... I cannot

mention this accomplishment without paying tribute to the spirit of

understanding of the Government of the Netherlands as well as to the

perserverance, adroitness and tact of the Secretary-General and his

distinguished assistants. By his faith and devotion to the cause of

peace, U Thant has justified our confidence in him and has merited our

gratitude."

Mr. MARTIMEZ-SOTOMAYOR, Chile (A/PV.1135 at page 2): "... I should

like ... to express our thanks to the Acting Secretary-General, U Thant,

for the services he has rendered to the United Nations and to mankind

during his brief tenure of office. Following the example set by his

distinguished predecessor ... U Thant approached the difficult tasks
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of the Secretary-General effectively and vigorously. My delegation

hopes that the General Assembly -will confer upon him the post which

he at present occupies, because his personal qualifications represent

a guarantee and a safeguard for all of us and because we must provide

him with an opportunity to extend and to bolster the work he has

initiated so brilliantly."

Mr. ERKDJ,, Turkey (A/PV.1135 at page 27): "...It is a cause of extreme

satisfaction for my delegation to present our heart-felt congratulations

to His Excellency U Thant, on the most successful fulfilment of the

important duties entrusted to him as the Acting Secretary-General of

our Organization. His brilliant accomplishments in the service of the

United Nations confirm the wisdom which was shown by the members of this

Organization in selecting him unanimously."

Mr. KHEIR, Sudan (A/PV.1136 at page 2): "... Let me at the outset ...

pay my homage to the Acting Secretary-General and his collaborators,

both in the Secretariat and in the specialized agencies, for their

self-denying labours in the vineyards of peace and human progress. U

Thant was placed at the helm of this great ship when her captain was

stricken down by a cruel and, as yet, mysterious fate. With patient

skill, he has managed to circumnavigate the stormy waves which had

threatened the life of this Organization and thus he has deservedly

earned our admiration."

Mr. PICCIOHI, Italy (A/PV.1136 at page 76): "... I should like to take

this opportunity to express to U Thant the satisfaction of the Italian
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Government with the way in which he has carried out the heavy task

entrusted to him last year by the General Assembly in such difficult

circumstances."

Mr. MJSEIBEH, Jordan (A/PV.1138 at page 13-15): "... I wish to take

this opportunity to express deep appreciation to the Acting Secretary-

General U Thant, for his tireless and dedicated effort to help the

Congo out of that unhappy situation in which it found itself embroiled."

Mr. SPAAK, Belgium (A/PV.1138 at page 72): "... What a satisfaction it

is for me to be able to say today how much I appreciate the action of

the Secretary-General, to what extent I believe that he is on the right

path, and how right I think he is when he advocates his plan for

reconciliation and when he acts with firmness and conviction in

Leopoldville and Elisabethville, how much I think he is serving the

interests of the Congo and also the interests of the whole Organization

and the interests of peace. And may I say how great satisfaction there

is for my Government and for myself personally ... to find myself in a

position where I can resolve to collaborate with all my strength in

regard to the reasonable ideas which the Secretary-General has promulgated

and implemented."

Mr. YIFRU, Ethiopia (A/PV.1139 at page 51): "... We take this opportunity

to express to the Acting Secretary-General our.appreciation for his

valuable contribution in the settlement of /"the question of West Irian_/.

Furthermore, it is our sincere hope that, in order to continue to have

the faithful and devoted service of the Acting Secretary-General, the
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early decision on the matter is necessary in order to give stability

and confidence to the Secretariat."

Mr. FAWZI, United Arab Republic (A/PV.1139 at page 62): "... Today being

the first time that I come to this rostrum since the election of Mr.

Thant as Acting Secretary-General of the United Nations, it is my

pleasant duty, too, to greet him and once again wish him well, and to

express my Government's appreciation of the excellent work which he has

already done in this capacity and which, it is confidently expected,

will be a prelude to more of his endeavours in devoted and enlightened

service to the United Nations."

Dato' ISMAIL, Federation of Malaya (A/PV.1140 at page 27): "... my

delegation wishes to place on record its sincerest appreciation of the

sense of dedication with which Acting Secretary-General U Thant has

carried.out his heavy responsibilities as Chief Executive of this

Organization. His willingness to shoulder those responsibilities at a

time when the Organization was experiencing an acute crisis was in

itself an eloquent testimony of his dedication to the ideals of the

United Nations. Due in large measure to his leadership, integrity and,

above all, his dedication to the cause of humanity, the United Nations

has been able to engage itself, without interruption, in the many-sided

task of bringing peace and prosperity to the world. The peaceful

settlement of the West Irian question and the promising developments

in the Congo are only some of the outstanding achievements made possible

by the initiative and vision of the Acting Secretary-General. The post
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which he is occupying is vital to the Organization. May we entertain

the hope that we shall continue to benefit from his leadership in the

Secretariat and his wise counsel in making this Organization a dynamic

force for peace."

Mr. FEKINI, Libya (A/P7.1140 at pages 32, 33 and 47): "...The Libyan

delegation would ... like to take this opportunity to pay a well-earned

tribute to the Acting Secretary-General and to his representatives for

all the efforts they have deployed, efforts that were crowned by the

almost unanimous support given by the General Assembly to the agreement

arrived at between the Netherlands and Indonesia.

....

"... The Acting Secretary-General, in situations that were sometimes

very delicate, has continued the efforts that his lamented predecessor,

Dag Harmmarskjold, carried on ...we express our support to the Acting

Secretary-General for his efforts at national reconciliation in the

Congo.

....

"... the international situation calls for the continuation of the

efforts deployed by our Acting Secretary-General, who has fulfilled

his mandate with a perseverance, a devotion and an application worthy

of the greatest admiration and encouragement."

Mr, BETAYEME, Cameroon (A/PV.1140 at page 4&-50) "... We also wish
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to express to the Acting Secretary-General our admiration and our

confidence, inspired by the wisdom with which he has discharged his

onerous task since his appointment."

Mr. SLIM, Tunisia (A/PV.1141 at page 17): "... A plan presented by

the Acting Secretary-General, to whom I am pleased to pay a sincere

tribute at this time, is an attempt to hasten the end of the crisis.

... We continue and shall continue to give U Thant, the Acting

Secretary-General, all the co-operation possible."

Mr. AMMOUN, Lebanon (A/PV.1141 at page 66): "... We are confident

that Secretary-General U Thant will pursue this noble objective to

the end, and we are fully confident that he will pursue, during a new

term of office, the task entrusted to him by the General Assembly

unanimously."

Mr. MILLA-BEBMUBEZ, Honduras (A/PV.1142 at page 31): "... the dedicated

labours of Mr. Hanmarskjold and the no less resolute actions of U Thant

— to which we pay our tribute — have contributed to the strengthening

of the United Nations and to the fact that it has been able successfully

to cope with the body-blows aimed at its very existence."

Mr. SHAHA, Nepal (A/PV.1143 at pages 16-17): "... The most significant

event /"at the sixteenth session 7 was perhaps the election, without

dissenting votes, of an Acting Secretary-General. The office of the



-17-

Seeretary-General is one of the cornerstones of the United Nations. The

structure of the United Nations is such that without a Secretary-General

it cannot function. We knew already at the time of the election that

U Thant would fulfil with honour the duties imposed on him. Today when

we have seen him in action for almost a year we have to give him the

highest praise for his dedication to his duties, for his ability, skill

and integrity in carrying out his responsibilities, and for his vigorous

initiative in the implementation of the principles of the United Nations

Charter.

"To him goes much of the credit for the happy solution of the

dispute over West Irian. He will be commended for his firm measures

for a settlement in the Congo in accordance with the United Nations

resolutions. His initiative and deep interest in the subject of the

Development Decade should appeal not only to the developing countries

but also to those who will be more on the giving than on the receiving

side.

"My delegation entertains the sincere hope that U Thant will be

given the opportunity to continue as full term Secretary-General his

successful work to the benefit of the United Nations and all that it

represents.

"U Thant has been brought up in the traditions of neutrality and

unselfish service. This fact, which forms a prerequisite to his useful-

ness and to the strength of his position, is significant for the

situation and the conditions in which the United Nations is working."
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Mr. de LEQUERIGA, Spain (A/PV.1143 at page 57): "... Fortunately,

at present the office of Secretary-General is occupied by a man whose

probity and serenity are known to all. We have shared with him the

work of many Assemblies, particularly we have worked with him in the

First Committee, where his statements have left a permanent impression

on our minds. ¥e trust that his position as Acting Secretary-General

will be consolidated soon so that he will be better able to carry out

one of the main tasks of peace. We are also gratified that the

civilization to which he belongs, which is the reserve and the defender

of the history of the world, is thus being recognized by all."

Mr. PUPLAMPU, Ghana (A/PV.1143 at pages 61 and 78): "... My Government

... is gratified at the important role played in the achievement of the

solution /"of the question of West Irian_7 by the Acting Secretary-

General and his special representative.

• • • •

"Ghana is of the view that the Acting Secretary-General, U Thant,

has shown great qualities of leadership in carrying out his functions

and deserves the full support of all of us in the years that lie ahead."

Mr. FREITAS, Togo (A/PV.1144 at page 12): "... After the difficulties

created by the tragic disappearance of our Secretary-General, Dag

Hammarskjold, we elected unanimously an Acting Secretary-General who

has managed in a relatively short period of time to give to us proof

of the efficiency of the formula for a single Secretary-General who is
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capable and competent."

Mr. KAREFA-SMART, Sierra Leone (A/P7.1144 at pages 18 and 26): "... The

Acting Secretary-General, U Thant, has already demonstrated, if indeed

there was any necessity for him to do so, that he possesses the qualities

which anyone should have who is called upon to fill the crucial role of

Secretary-General of the United Nations. My delegation sees no reason

why he should not be given an early call to fill this post definitively

and we urge all delegations to support his candidature and to encourage

him to put aside any doubts which he may have about our determination

to resist any efforts to reduce the effectiveness of the United Nations

or of its Secretary-General.

* * • •

"... My delegation would like ... to pay special tribute to the

Acting Secretary-General, U Thant, for the part he played in obtaining

/""the agreement reached between the Governments of Indonesia and the

Wetherlands_7«"

Mr* ODUBER, Costa Rica (A/PV.1144 at page 58): "... My delegation would

... like to put on record the admiration and respect we feel for the

exceptional work that U Thant has carried out during the brief time he

has been our Acting Secretary-General. We trust that the Organization

will be able to enjoy on a permanent basis the benefit it has obtained

from his exceptional qualities of statesmanship."
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Mr« SAFENA PASTOR. Paraguay (A/PV.1144 at page 68 et seq.): "... It

was at that time, when fraught with uncertainty, that we elected

U Thant and vested in him not only the tremendous responsibilities

of the post of Secretary-General, but also our most fervent hopes,

which we placed in trust, depending on his dedication to the

preservation of peace and international security.

"The year which has elapsed since that time has demonstrated as

a patent truth that this election was very wise, an election carried

out unanimously and with justice. With these words, my delegation

wishes to pay a tribute to our Secretary-General."

Mr. WIRJQPRANOTO, Indonesia (A/PV.1147 at page 84): "... the Indonesian

delegation, on behalf of its Government and people, wishes to pay warm

tribute to the Acting Secretary-General for his effective and skilful

stewardship of United Nations activities. As we have had the fortunate

privilege of working very closely with him, we have had ample opportunity

to appreciate his great qualities of heart and mind. If the protracted

dispute over Irian-Barat has now been peacefully settled, that is in

no small measure due to the painstaking efforts, the diplomatic tact

and the deep understanding of the Acting Secretary-General and of his

staff. Today the work of the United Nations needs more than ever wise

leadership and efficient administration. U Thant has provided both

during the past year. The General Assembly and the Security Council

should give him the tools and the time to continue a job well done."
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Address by the President of the Republic of Guinea

H.E. Mr. Sekou TOURE..President of Guinea (A/PV.114S at page 2-5):

"... We should like ... to express to another of our brothers

of Asia, the Acting Secretary-General U Thant, the assurance of

our esteem and our solidarity. It seems to us especially worth

while on this occasion to greet in him one of the participants

in the Bandung Conference, and to pay public tribute to the

attitude and actions of the man who, in the name of the Afro-

Asian group, was for five years the distinguished and active

Chairman of the permanent committee on Algeria in the United

Nations."

General Debate

Mrs. MEIR. Israel (A/PV.1148 at page ?2): "... To the many voices

that have already been heard from this rostrum during this debate,

Israel wishes to add its own in appreciation of the leadership of

the Acting Secretary-General U Thant. He is carrying the

responsibility placed upon his shoulders at one of the most

.critical times in the life of our Organization, with wisdom,

patience and outstanding ability. Afflicted with troubles and

crises as it is, our Organization could not possibly wish for a

better helmsman than U Thant, and we shall unreservedly support

his re-election for the full normal term."
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Mr. KAKA. Niger (A/PV.1148 at page 106): "... Since he was

elevated to that post, the Acting Secretary-General has deployed

great efforts to achieve the desirable solutions required on such

burning questions as Laos and the Congo ... In order to conclude

the very delicate tasks which he has undertaken, the Acting

Secretary-General must be supported by the unanimous acceptance

and agreement of the United Nations. That is why Niger at this

moment wishes to reiterate its confidence in U Thant."

Mr. SANTOS MU&OZ. Argentina (A/PV.1149 at page 26): "... My first

words of tribute would be incomplete if I forbore to mention that

... we count on the wisdom and perseverance of the worthy Acting

Secretary-General, U Thant, an eminent successor to Dag Hairanarskjbld.

In his work of leadership in the Secretariat, in the thorny problems

of the Congo, New Guinea and others, he has already given proof of

possessing the qualities required to carry out his noble mission."

H.R.H. Prince FAISAL. Saudi Arabia (A/PV.1150 at page 32): "... I

seize this opportunity to congratulate U Thant, the Acting Secretary-

General, for his efforts in bringing /"the agreement on New GuineaJ

to a successful end. It was through his tact and wisdom that he was

able to remove the dissension that had existed between two Member

States of the United Nations. U Thant accomplished this on the

basis of the recognition of the right of self-determination and

national sovereignty."
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Mr. RAKOTOMALALA, Madagascar (A/PV.1150 at page 38): "... My

delegation pays its tribute to the efforts of Acting Secretary-

General U Thant and salutes his competence and his courage.

We wish that his mandate would be renewed by unanimous vote ..."

Mr. DEJEAN, Central African Republic (A/PV.1151 at pages 61 and

6S-70): "... /"The agreement between the Congolese Government

and the provincial authorities of Katanga_7 was due to a large

extent to the initiative and perseverance of the Acting

Secretary-General, who in this field as in all others has shown

himself a worthy successor to Mr. Hammarskjb'ld. I would like

to thank him most warmly in the name of the Central African

Republic for his activities, which can reinforce our faith and

confidence in the Organization, whose prestige is now indissolubly

linked to the success of the United Nations intervention in the

Congo and the cause of unity in that country.

. •..

"... We want U Thant, who now holds the post of Acting Secretary-

General, to become Secretary-General. His deep wisdom, authority

and high impartiality seem to us to be sufficient guarantees of

the success of his heavy task, which he has been carrying out

for over a year with so much success. I express to him my

country's gratitude for the firmness and dignity which he has

shown in defending the interests of the young nations, particularly

those of Africa, which trust that he will associate them more

closely still in his activities."
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Mr. JAWAD, Iraq (A/PV.1152 at pages 12-15 and 16): "... A major

portion of the credit /"for the settlement of the problem of

West Irian_7 ̂ s due to the Secretary-General, whose patient

efforts have succeeded in bringing the two sides together and

settling a potentially dangerous problem.

• • • •

"... The laudable efforts of the Secretary-General to ensure the

attainment of the objectives of the United Nations in the Congo

are being continually thwarted ..."

Mr. EL AZMEH, Syria (A/PV.1152 at page 46): "... we can only

praise the untiring efforts of the Secretary-General, U Thant,

who did everything to make /̂ "the agreement concerning West Irian_7

possible."

Efr. NOGUEIRA, Portugal (A/PV.1155 at page 2): "... /"The report

of the Acting Secretary-General_7 is an important document, and

I believe we should be grateful to the Secretary-General for

drawing up such a clear and comprehensive summary, thus enabling

us to have a vivid picture of the activities of the Organization."

Mr. ROSSIDES, Cyprus (A/PV.1155 at pages 3? and 38-40): "... Its

own crisis over, the office of the Secretary-General found a happy

solution in arrangements preserving the independence and inter-

national character of that office, as provided in the Charter,

through the unanimous election of U Thant as Acting Secretary-
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General.

• * • •

"... We fully appreciate the constructive and resolute part

played by the Acting Secretary-General in the Congo. We

endorse his reconciliation plan preserving the integrity of

the territory, and we support his proposal for economic

sanctions,"


