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I - 31 July 2013 

Dear Mrs. Kambou, 

On behalf of the Secretary-General, I would like to thank you for your 
recent letter dated 10 July 2013 in which you express your appreciation for 
the rights-based recommendations contained in the recent report of the 
Secretary-General's High-level Panel of Eminent Persons on the Post-2015 
Development Agenda. 

I welcome the emphasis placed on protecting and empowering youth 
and women, and on ensuring universal sexual and reproductive health and 
rights. I especially share your views that the next development agenda needs 
to include a focus on eliminating inequalities and promoting the realization of 
rights for all peoples including girls and women. 

The Secretary-General and I appreciate your commendable efforts and 
continue to count on your support to further our overarching objective of 
advancing sustainable development and creating a just world where all people 
live with dignity and hope. 

Ms. Sarah Degnan Kambou 
President · 
International Centre for Research on Women 
Washington, D.C. 

Yours sincerely, 

Amina J Mohammed 
Special Adviser on Post�2015 

Development Planning 
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July 10, 2013 

H.E. Ban Ki-Moon 

Secretary General 

United Nations 

2 United Nations Plaza 

New York, New York 1 0017 

Dear Mr. Secretary General, 

International Center 
for Research on Women 
where insight and action connect 

ACTION AIM. 
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I write on behalf of the International Center for Research on Women, the world's premier research institute 

focusing on women and girls, to urge to you ensure sufficient attention to gender equality and women's 

empowerment; sexual and reproductive health and rights; and the needs and attributes of young people as you 

develop your report on achieving the MDGs and establishing a comprehensive set of post-2015 goals. 

Across the many thematic and regional sessions held around the world over the past year with governments, 
parliamentarians, civil society organizations, young people, private sector stakeholders and UN agencies, you have 

heard repeated calls to incorporate these critical issues in the post-2015 development agenda. (One of the most comprehensive, participatory and important processes toward this agenda has been the 

development of the report of the High-Level Panel of Eminent Persons on the Post-2015 Development Agenda. . --------rwe endorse the calls in the High Level Panel's report for a broad stand-alone goal on gender equality (Goal 2; 

Empower Girls and Women and Achieve Gender Equality), including all its suggested targets, as well as for gender 

equality and attention to youth issues to be integrated across the entire post-2015 framework. 

( Further, we support the Panel's call to ensure universal access to sexual and reproductive health and rights as a 

'-sri_ecific target. We applaud the Panel's inclusion of the "ignored development goal"- the scourge of violence 
__ against women,_including_sexualvioJence,_female.genitalmutilation.anclfo[ced_and_earJ.y_mauiages,_aiLoLwhic -�--����

are both violations of human rights and detrimental to sustainable development. Finally, we are grateful that the 
Panel has recognized the importance of women's property rights, and encourage your to expand this emphasis in 
your report to include girls' property and inheritance rights as well. 

We look forward to working with you and your colleagues across the United Nations system to ensure the 
achievement of the MDGs, as well as to set forward an ambitious set of new goals for sustainable development 

toward which women and girls will be able to contribute to and benefit from as equally as men and boys. 

Thank you for your leadership. 

Sincerely, 

Sarah Degnan Kambou, President 
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