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I would like to congratulate you on your recent remarks on tackling violent extremism 
and support for education as one of the most effective interventions to tackle it, 
alongside good governance, discrimination, social services provision and 
employment. It is my hope that our Education Commission report will help provide 
the recommendations and solutions so urgently needed. 

In preparation for your trip to Lebanon this week, I wanted to briefly update you 
on the progress the Education Commission has made. I would also like to 
suggest where your voice could help us make a strong impact at the World 
Humanitarian Summit for the prioritization of education. 

As you know, in 2013 we entered into a very strong partnership with the Government 
of Lebanon to develop an initiative to provide every single Syrian refugee child with 
education. The program primarily uses double-shift schools, allowing Lebanese 
children to learn in the morning with some Syrian refugees, with a second shift for 
Syrian refugees in the afternoon. The Lebanese Minister of Education, Elias Bou 
Saab, has been the domestic champion of this effort and made substantial progress 
despite intense domestic political challenges. 

In the first year, tens of thousands of Syrian refugees enrolled into Lebanese 
schools. Last year we reached over 100,000 refugees and this year we have already 
surpassed 200,000 Syrian refugees enrolling in the public schools. The aim for the 
2016/17 school years is to enrol every single Syrian refugee child into school as part 
of the plan to reach universal enrolment for Syrian refugees in Lebanon, Turkey and 
Jordan. 

The Syrian pledging conference, which took place in London in January, sent a very 
strong signal from the international community about the importance of 
education. However, we must now ensure that donors fulfil their pledges, as they 
have been slow to materialise and are essential in order to reach our goals. 
Moreover, the Global Business Coalition for Education mobilized over $75 million in 
commitments for education for Syrian refugees from the private sector. 

Alongside President Jim Kim of the World Bank, I would urge you to be supportive of 
any new measures aimed at issuing concessional financing from the World Bank for 
education. This proposal has been mentioned as a possibility by President Kim. I 
think it is possible to work with Lebanon in identifying donors to unlock significant 
investment for the education system by agreeing to pay off the interest on the loans 
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and then pay off the capital over 30 years -- which would be a minor contribution if 
spread between several donors. 

' r 
t 

The worls in Lebanoo has set the bar for the inter11ati~nal community and inspired a 
new initiative which I am undertaking jointly with 'l"ony L:ake of UNICEF, Irina Bokova 
of UNESCO and Filippo Grandi of UNHCR to establish a platform for education in 
emergencies. We will announce this new platform - with donor contributions - at the 
World Humanitarian Summit in Istanbul in May. 

To that end, I would like to suggest three activities you may wish to support in / / 
order to draw attention to education during the World Humanitarian Summit in 
Istanbul: 

1. School visit: I would like to encourage a site visit to a school in Turkey for 
refugee children , perhaps with Mrs. Ban and Sarah Brown. I would happily 
support your office in making these arrangements. 

2. Keynote Breakfast Event with the Private Sector: I would like for you to 
consider making opening remarks at the Global Business Coalition for 
Education Breakfast Event slated for the morning of May 23rd Event, taking 
place from 7:00-8:15am at the Hilton Bosphorus Hotel in Istanbul, Turkey. An 
official invitation has already been sent to your office by Sarah Brown. This 
event will take place on the first day of the Summit - directly across from the 
venue - and in advance of the opening ceremonies in order for it to work with 
your schedule. During the event, we will bring forward private sector 
commitments and announcements for education at the Summit. 

3. Side Event Launch of the Humanitarian Platform: We will host an event to 
launch the new global platform for education in emergencies at the World 
Humanitarian Summit and would welcome you to take part in this official 
event which I am certain the organizers will arrange around your schedule. 

I would be happy to provide any additional information or support for either your visit 
to Lebanon or your visit to Turkey for the World Humanitarian Summit. 

I look forward to seeing you on April 18th at the United Nations for the presentation of 
the report by the Global Citizenship Commission. I would also like to thank you for 
the honour of serving as your Special Envoy for Global Education. 

With my best wishes, 

c~ 
Rt. Hon. Gordon Brown 
United Nations Special Envoy for Global Education 


