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TELEPRINTER CONFERENCE BETWEEN MR. COHEN & MISS COHN (NEWYORK) AND MSSRS
ALEXANDER & OBEZ (GENEVA), TUESDAY 18 DECEMEER 1956, 1103-1242 EST.
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MISS COHN PREZENT OUR END

« 1 DONOT VANT TO 60 INTO SUBSTANCE OF PROPOSALS AND COUNTER PRPOSALS

REGARDING US CONTRIBUTION OF 4 MILLION DOLLARS VHICK HAVE BEEN
DISCUSSED BETWEEN READ AND MYER COMENe NOVEVER THERE IS A VERY
REAL PRACTICAL PROBLEM. AT THE END OF WIS TELEPHONE CONVERSATION
VITH COMEN LAST NIGHT, READ PROMISED TO LET COHEN KNOW TODAY

WHAT HIS DECISION WASe NO MESSAGE HAS BEEN RECEIVED HERE.

CAN YOU TELL ME WHERE THIS ALL STANDS? g

= 1 PRESUME YOU ARE ACQUAINTED WITM READS TELECON YESTERDAY
RECARDING DISTRIBUTION OF US CONTRIBUTIONs THE DECISION
READ MAD TO MAKE WAS REGARDING WHETHER UNMCR WOULD TURN OVER
A SUBSTANTIAL AMOUNT TO AUSTRIAN GOVERMIENT, IMMEDIATELY,
AND PREFERRABLY UNDER AN AGREEMENT WITH THE AUSTRIAN GOVT.
HEFORE THE UN VILL TURN OVER ANY OF THE & MILLION TO UNNCR
THEY MUST HAVE SOME WORD FROM READ

OVER
- YES
~ HAVE JUST SPOKEN TO STATE DEPT WHO MAS RECEIVED mu{
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X p AND THE LEAGUE OF RED CROSS SOCIETY (END OF PROPOSAL)

'MAY I MAVE YOUR VIEWS PLEASE?

- INTERRUPTING LIVE TFC IN ORDER TO SEND MESSAGE FROM MR COHEN

- 1 HAVE THE FOLLOWNG TENATI TENATITIVE PROPOSAL WHICH MAVE BEEN '
DISCUSSED BUT NOT FINALLY ACEPTED BY THE STATE DEPT. I WANT TO
GIVE IT TO YOU NOW SO THAT YOU CAN PUT IT TO JIM READ WHEN HE

L e

" PHONES YOU AND CAN PERHAPS THEN ADVISE ME WHETHER THIS IS

ACCEPTABLE. THE PROPOSAL IS _

s THE 2 MILLION DOLLARS BE TURNED OVER ON WEDNESDAY OR

THURSDAY MORNING TO THE AUSTRIAN GOVT,

2. THAT 500,000 DOLLARS BE TURNED OVER AT THE SAME TIME TO THE |
LEAGUE OF RED CROSS SOCIETY, -, 28
3. THAT THE REMAINING 1,500,000 DOLLARS BE THE SUBJECT OF
NEGOTIATION BETWEEN THE HIGH COMMISSIONER, THE AUSTRIAN GOVT,

IF THIS Is ACCEPTABLE TO YOU AND IF I CAN GET THE STATE DEPT

TO AGREE AND I THINK I CAN, I WOULD THEN IMMEDIATELY TRANSFER

OVER TO YOUR ACCOUNT THE ENTIRE 4 MILLION DOLLARS.

PERHAPS THE QUESTION OF ITEMS 1 AND 2 ABOVE ARE NOT ENTIRELY CLEAR
THOSE AMOUNTS COULD BE TURNED OVER BY THE HCR UNDER AGREEMENT FOR
X MUTUALLY AGREED PURPOSE, IF YOU SO DESIRE.

= THE ENTIRE QUESTION OF A SATISFACTORY AGREEMENT I5 UP TO THE

HIGH COMMISSIONER. I HAVE ONLY SUGGESTED IT ASA SOUND OPERATIONAL
PROCEDURE.,

OVER

= AS INDICATED AT THE BEGGINING OF MY MESSAGE I AM WAITING FOR FINAL

OK FROM STATE BUT I BELIEVE WE CAN SECURE IT AND ITEM 1 IS AGREED
VITH ME
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- I UNDERSTAND COMPLETELY YOUR VIEWS ON ITEMS 2 AND 3 AND
CERTAINLY WOULD NOT SUGGEST THAT YOU COULD NOT MAKE BILATERAL
ARRANEM// ARRANGEMENT WITH THE LEAGUE OF RED CROSS SOCIETY.

THE ONE REMAINING PROBLEM AS I SEE IT IS WHETHER THE |
AUSTRIANS HAVE REASON TO BELIEVE AND THE US GOVT HAS REASON TO
DESIRE THAT MORE THAN 2 MILLION DOLLARS GO TO AUSTRIAN GOVERNMENT.
THIS IS THE POINT WHICH NEEDS TO BE CLARIFIED WITK THE STATE DEPT
AND I AM TRYING TO DO SO NOV.

OVER _

- YES 1 EXPECT IT J MQMENTARILY

IF WE DONT HAVE IT IN 15 MINUTES, I SUGGEST VE CALL OFF THE

TELETYPE AND RESUMEL// RESUMELATER BY CABLE. DO YOU AGREE?T
OVER

MIN

- WE HAVE suﬁ: DEPTS ANSWER NOW WHICH WE WILL GIVE YOU IN A MOMENT.
IN MEANTIME TO REPLY TO YOUR LAST QUESTIONy; MR NIXON HAS LEFT
WASHINGTON AND IS DUE IN VIENNA TOMORROW.

HERES MEYER COHEN

- THE NEWS IS GOOD AND I AM GLAD TO TELL YOU THAT VE HAVE
REACHED FULL AGREEMENT TO PROCEED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE

PLAN OUTLINED BY YOU IN YOUR TELETYPE MESSAGE.

THIS AREE// AGREEMENT IS A BASED ON THE UNDERSTAMNDING WHICH THE
STATE DEPT NOW HAS RECEIVED THAT AMBASSADOR THOMPSON AND THE
AUSTRIAN GOVT HAVE AGREED EXACTLY TO THE SAME PROPOSAL THAT

YOU HAVE PUT FORVARD WITH REGARD TO ITEMS 2 AND 3.

I VILL TAKE IMMEI IMMEDIATE STEPS TO HAVE THE ENTIRE 4 MILLION
DOLLARS TRANSFERRED TO YOU ACCOUNT TO YOUR ACCOUNT IN NEWYORK
IN COOPERATION WITH YOUR OFFICE. -
GOOD LUCK TO YOU ALL —
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= THATS IS ALL FROM MEYER COHEN

= MISS ALINE COHN HAS MORE TO SAY

3

= CONGRATULATIONS FOR YOUR NEGOTIATONS « NEW SUBJECT
ISRAEL DELEGATE HAS REQUESTED ME FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
REGARDING SWBJECT WHICH SHE HAD BEEN DISCUSSING

mmnngxmnm.wconmrom.nnusun
&

PLS GO AHEAD WITH YOUR CONVERSATION

mmmrnmsmnsmm mumm

iy

P .

«’* PLS ANSWER MR MEYER CONEN

= I AGREE THAT 2 MILLION DOLLARS SHOULD BE HANDL// HANDED OVER
TO THE AUSTRIAN GOVT ON THURSDAY MORNINGs THE MONEY WILL BE IN
YOUR ACCOUNT WITHIN THREE HOURS OF NOW.

HE MAD SAID I WOULD WAVE FURTHER INFORMATION ON AFTER NIS DEPARTURE
MR READ HAD HANDLED THIS MATTER BY HIMSELY AND DID NOT LEAVE ANY
¢ TNSTRUCTIONS WITH ME NOR DID HE SEND ANY FURTHER INFORMATION
WHICH DELEGATE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE TONORROV.
DO YOU KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT THIS<? I ASSUME YOU KNOW TO WHAT MATTER
I REFERR WHICH HAS BEEN SUBJECT OF CODE DISCUSSIONS FRM GENEVAe
~ THANKS VERY MUCHe THIS IS ENTIRELY SATISFACTORY AID AGAIN THANK
YOU FOR YOUR BRILIANT NEGOTIATONE AMD I A GLAD THIS WATTER 1S
SETTLEDe YOU CAN ASU// ASSUME THAT MONEY MAS BEEN TRANSFERRED
(A - VITHOUT FURTHER CONFIRMATION AS INSTRUCTIONS NAVE JUX JUST BEEN
' GIVEN TO THIS EFFECT DY MR MEYER COHEN AND OUR UNREY ACCOUNT
MR 2 I5 IN SAME BANK WHERE & MILLION DOLLARS IS DEPOSITED. = |
THAT IS ALL AND COOD NIGHT« '
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- COHEN TO OBEZ

- THANK YOU FOR EXPLANATION o IF THE SECGEMERAL SENDS A CABLE
70 DIRECTORGENERAL OF FAO ON THIS MATTER 1 VILL IMMIDIATELY SEND H
YU A COPYe éun CENERAL THINKING IS THAT A UN M1SS 10N )
SHOULD GO IN AT THE APPROPRIATE TIME ACCOMPANIED BY E TECHNICAL ‘
PYPERTS FROM FAO RATHER THAN AN FAO o// PERSN // PERSON SHOULD

€0 IN ALONE. MHOWEVER THIS WATTER I3 BEING DISCUSSED TODAY : J
YITH THE SECRETARYGEMERAL. I VILL KEEP YOU INFORMEDe
THAT I5 ALL AND THANK YOU

| ! |
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VE VILL com'mi; TELECON MEANVAILE \

‘THA: 1s ALL WITH OBEZ 15 ALEXANDER STILL THERE
- WE EXPECT TO HAVE A MESSAGE FOR HIM IN A FEW MINUTES
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IN THE MEANTIME WE WILL ZRT AND YOU CAN DO THE SAME « THE
TELECON IS NOT RPT NOT CONCLUDED AS YET. AVAITING MATERIAL
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Miss A. Cohn, Acting Representative
of the UNHCR

Myer Cohen, Executive Director 27 December 1956
- for Relief to the Hungarian
People 80 534/3% Q) UNHCQ
elief to H Peo
saese I would appreciate if you would bring the

attached correspondence to the attention of the
High Commissioner for Refugees.
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S0 534,(3'.@ LN R 27 December 1956

Dear Mr. Canaday,

I wish to acknowledge your letter of December 17 addressed
to the Seeretary-General, enclosing a copy of a letter you have
received from Vienna concerning Hungerian refugees.

Your interest in bringing this matter to our attention is
very much appreciated as well as the efforts you are making to
send bla_mkoto and other help in support of the programwe of
aid for '_t.m Hungarian refugees.

I am bringing your letter to the attention of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.

Sincerely yours,

Myer Cohen
Executive Director for
Relief to the Hungarian People

Mr. Ward M. Canaday
The Overland Corporation
Toledo 4, Ohio
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8 December 1956

My, Tracy S. Voorhees

Special Representative on Refugee Problems
White House
Washington, D, C,

ce: Mr, Phillips
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1.  The General Assembly on November 9 passed a resolution sponsored by
the United States of which Part B reads as follows:

that as a result of the harsh and repressive action

are obliged to leave Hungary and seek asylum in neighbouring
countries; :

(1) the Secretary-Jenersl to ¢all upon the United Nations
High mmummmm

agencies and intercsted governments with a view to
making speedy and effective arrangements for emergency assistance

2. The Office of the United Hations High Commissioner for Refugees even
before the passing of this resolution was actively at work in an endeavour
to assist the Austrian Government in this erisis, having issued

on November sumwmm-mmu:uum
dthur—w.ngu Austrian soil

!
4
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3. ammmmdmnnmmummmn
November 9 two others have been woted in the same body, both of them
sponsored by the United Stutes, the relevant parts of which

:
E

the High Commissioner in consultation with the Secretary-

and with the Covernments concerned to develop a conprehensive
assessment of the needs, both material and finaneial, of the
Hungarian to be submitted to the UNREF Executive Committee
for its approval at the earliest possible date,

b For five years the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees has maintained a Branch Office in Vienna headed by Dr. Victor Beermann,
who has a staff of some seventeen pecple, DUr. Beermann is the Chairman of a
ecoordinating committee which includes representatives of the United States
Eseapee Program, the Intergovermmental Committee for European Migration, the

]
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league of Red Cross Societies, the Intermational Committee of the Red Cross,
other voluntary agencies and the Ministry of the Interior.

5. While aware of the fact that Mr, Voorhees' attention is primarily directed
at present to the task of transportation to the United States of refugees from
Hungary and their reception and placement, the Office of the High Commissioner
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7. Up to 7 December 1956 119,029 refugees had entered iustria. Of this number
47,718 had left for new destinations in Furope or overseas, leaving
refugees in Austria. In the last week new refugees have been arriving in
that country at the average of 2,500 a day., Departures are currently
averaging 3,000 a day but it is not expected that this rate will be maintained
into the New Ysar, It is estimated, therefore, that at least 60,000 Hungarian
refugees will remain in Austria for an indefinite time.

reception centers. As of 26 November, the Austrian Government reported
having spent for refugees from Hungary during the four preceding weeks 128
million schillings, which corresponds to $4,800,000,

9« In compliance with the resoluticns of the General Assembly cited above,
an appeal was addressed Jointly by the Secretary-General and the Deputy High
Commissioner on November 29, 1956, to Governments members of the Organization
and of Specialized Agencies for an additional $10 million, considered as the
minimum sum necessary for emergency aid during the next six months to the
estimated 60,000 refugees who will remain in Austria,

10, The figure of §10 million is based on the minimum needs for Austria
six wonths, caloulated according to the table attached. The

restriect itself to the needs of Austria, though the
of that country. The figure was arrived at by deducting from the total given
in table all the contributions which had been made up to the time of the
(November 29), as well as all other substantial contributions from
Red Cross and other sources which could be foreseen at the time as being
for basic recuirements of the Hungarian refugees in

|
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FINANGIAL ASSISTANCE RB,UIRED BY AUSTRIAN GOVSFEMENT

First Six Months, Based on 60,000 Refugees

Care and Maintenance $10,800,000
Financial & Welfape issistance 2,280,000
Transportation (within Austria) 240,000

P
Aceommodation 7,000,000
Fuarnishings and ‘guipment 2,500,000
Administrative Costs 400,000
$23,220,000

~
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