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POSTPONEMENT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL'S REPORT
ON KUWAITI PROPERTY

1. On_29 April 2004, Ambassador Vorontsov, the High-level Coordinator, sought
the agreement of the Kuwaiti government that the Secretary-General's report pursuant to
paragraph 14 of resolution 1284 (1999) on the return of all Kuwaiti property, including
archives, due in mid-June, be postponed until December 2004. The Coordinator pointed
out that while the issue of the return of Kuwaiti and third-country nationals or their
remains had achieved appreciable progress, there had been no returns of Kuwaiti property
- be it archives, military equipment or anything else. He noted that the situation in this
area had remained unchanged from what had been described in the Secretary-General's
fifteenth report submitted on 9 December 2003.

2. _On 11_ May, the Kuwaiti Ambassador informed the Coordinator that her
Government agreed with his proposal to postpone the report.

3. It is the_ recommendation of Ambassador Vorontsov that the Secretary-General
seeks the Security-Council's concurrence to postpone the submission of the report on
property until December 2004 when the report on both issues, the missing persons and
the return of property, is due. I agree with this recommendation. A draftjetter to the
President of the Security Council is attached for the Secretary-General's approval and
signature.

Kieran Prendergast
13 May 2004
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THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

14 May 2004

Dear Mr. President,

I would be grateful for your agreement to
postpone until December 2004 the submission of my
report due in mid-June 2004 pursuant to paragraph
14 of resolution 1284 (1999) on the return of all
Kuwaiti property, including archives, seized by
Iraq. The situation largely remains as it was in
December 2003, when my fifteenth report was
submitted. The Government of Kuwait was consulted
and concurs with this proposal. The December 2004
report will also cover the repatriation and return
of all Kuwaiti and third-country nationals, or their
remains.

Please accept, Mr. President, the assurances
of my highest consideration.

Kofi- A. Annan

His Excellency
Mr. Munir Akram
President of the Security Council
New York
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11 May 2004

H.E. AMBASSADOR YULIY VORONTSOV
High Level Coordinator for the follow-up on
Kuwaiti POW's and Properties
United Nations Secretariat Bldg., Room S-3312-E
New York, NY 10017

Dear Ambassador Vorontsov,

In reference to your letter dated 29 April 2004 concerning the
postponement of the submission of the next periodic report of the
Secretary-General on Kuwaiti property to be presented to Security
Council pursuant to paragraph 14 of resolution 1284 in mid-June
2004, I wish to inform your Excellency that the Government of
Kuwait supports your proposal to postpone the submission of the
above-mentioned report.

However, it should be taken into consideration that this
postponement is an exceptional and specific measure applicable only
to the June 2004 report on Kuwaiti property and will not apply to the
reports on Kuwaiti and third country prisoners and detainees.

Please accept. Excellency, the assurances of my highest
consideration.

NABEELA AL-MULLA
Ambassador
Permanent Representative

web site: http://www.kuwaitinission.coin — e-mail: kuwait@kuwaitmission.com
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REFERENCE:

29 April 2004

Your Excellency,
.<*

As you are aware, the Secretary-General's report pursuant to paragraph 14 of resolution
1284 (1999) on the return of all Kuwaiti property, including archives, seized by Iraq, is due in
mid-June 2004. However, while the issue of the return of Kuwaiti and third-country nationals or
their remains has witnessed appreciable progress, it appears that regrettably there have been no
returns of Kuwaiti property - be it archives, military equipment or anything else. The situation in
this area has unfortunately remained unchanged from what was described in the Secretary-
General's fifteenth report submitted on 9 December 2003.

The only exceptions are some developments reported with regard to the retrieval of the
spare parts belonging to the Kuwaiti Airways Corporation found in Baghdad and on board two
aircraft of Iraqi Airways Corporation parked in Toaeur, Tunisia. However, it is my
understanding that to date, even these issues have not been completely resolved.

If you agree, Your Excellency, I will recommend that the Secretary-General seek the
Security Council's concurrence to postpone the submission of the report on properties until mid-
December when a report on both issues is due. In the meantime, I earnestly hope that progress
will be achieved and properties, particularly the treasured Kuwaiti archives, wfl] be returned. I
am determined to raise this important issue when I travel to Iraq after the transfer of sovereignty
to the Iraqi people as I already informed the Security Council. I continue to address these
questions in my contacts with the parties concerned as I did during my visit to Washington in
April 2004.

Should you find it appropriate, you may wish to support the above-mentioned request in a
separate letter to the President.

Accept, Excellency, assurances of my highest consideration.

Yuli M. Vorontsov
High-level Coordinator

Her Excellency
Ms. Nabeela Al Mulla
Permanent Representative of the State

of Kuwait to the United Nations
New York




