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1 . Please find attached for your approval the Sixteenth Report of the Secretary-
General pursuant to paragraph 14 of Security Council resolution 1284 (1999).

2. The report provides an overview of deyelopmentsregardmg the issuejrfJK.uwa.iti
and third-counitry nationals, since .^plJOQ4, wnen the Fifteenth repolTwaT submitted.
The Observation section points to continued progress in closing the files of the Kuwaiti
POWs as their number increased from 92 in April to J^Tirr--Iuly. The total number of
mortal remains in possession of Kuwait is around 2&tf, which is -almost half of the initial
list of 605 missing persons. So far, no one has been found alive.

^
3. You will notice in the report that the High-level Coordinator, Ambassador
Vorontsov, met in Kuwait with Vice President Jaafari of Iraq. This was his first contact
with a representative of the Interim Iraqi Government (IIG) following the restoration of
Iraq's sovereignty. Importantly, the IIG recognized Iraq's responsibility with regard to
the repatriation or return of all Kuwaiti and third-country nationals or their remains, and
expressed willingness to cooperate with the Coordinator.

4. The report is scheduled to be discussed in informal consultations on 19 August.
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Sixteenth report of the Secretary-General pursuant to paragraph
14 of resolution 1284 (1999)

I. Introduction

1. The present report is submitted pursuant to paragraph 14 of
Security Council resolution 1284 (1999), in which the Council
requested me to report every four months on the compliance by Iraq
with its obligations regarding the repatriation or return of all Kuwaiti
and third-country nationals or their remains. The report provides an
account of developments since my last report (S/2004/301).1

II. Background

2. On 21 April 2004, my fifteenth report (S/2004/301) was presented
to the Security Council. Council members expressed their full support
for the activities of the High-level Coordinator, Ambassador Vorontsov.
Several members noted that Iraq would continue to have responsibilities
pursuant to paragraph 14 of resolution 1284 (1999) once it reasserted its
sovereignty.

3. During the reporting period, the Organization of the Islamic
Conference (OIC) and Iraq's neighbours maintained under review
issues pertaining to the repatriation or return of all Kuwaiti and third-
country nationals or their remains. A resolution on political issues,
adopted at the 31st Session of the Islamic Conference of Foreign
Ministers (Istanbul, 14-16 June 2004), reiterated condemnation of the
collective assassinations of Iraqi, Kuwaiti and other nationals,
revealed by the discovery of mass graves, as a crime against humanity.
The OIC requested that those responsible for such crimes be put on
trial.

4. The Sixth Conference of the Ministers for Foreign Affairs of
States Neighbouring Iraq, held in Cairo on 21 July, strongly

1 At the request of the Secretary-General, the Security Council on 26 May 2004 agreed to
postpone until December 2004 the submission of the report pursuant to paragraph 14 of
resolution 1284 (1999) on the return of all Kuwaiti property, including archives, seized by Iraq.
The report was originally due in mid-June 2004.



help search for the Kuwaiti missing, by locating grave sites that might
contain mortal remains and ensuring the transfer of the latter to
Kuwait.

14. The Iraqi Vice President assured the Coordinator of the IIG's full
cooperation and invited him to visit Iraq, where he was promised
assistance and security arrangements.

IV. Observations

15. Since the submission of my fifteemh report in mickXpril 2004, the
number of resolved cases has increased from 92 to 1̂ 5, which reflects
ongoing progress. Given that the/number of mortal remains already
brought to Kuwait is around 3S&, their positive identification will
mean that in the near future about one half of the Kuwaiti and third-
country prisoners and detainees will have found their final resting
place.
16,-This movement forward brings certainty to the relatives of thpse
PO^/s whose remains have been found. Nevertheless, the,'sad trutfr is

, -' "-that so far not a single person from the initial list of 605 Kuwaiti and
third country nationals has been found alive.

v
17. A steady process of closing files is an achievement, and tribute
must certainly be paid to the Government of Kuwait for the patient and
tactful handling of a very sensitive issue. The procedures followed by
the Coordinator ensured that the Security Council has been properly
informed of the developments. The Tripartite Commission and its
Technical Subcommittee remain the most appropriate mechanisms to
deal with the issue of people unaccounted for. The Coordinator will
maintain close contacts with these organs.

18. yVs in my._pr^4o-us-FaftfH't4 I would like to reiterate my strong
condemnation of the killing of Kuwaiti and third-country nationals by
the previous Iraqi regime. The perpetrators of the crimes committed
by the previous regime in Iraq should be prosecuted.

19. I welcome the establishment of contact between the High-level
Coordinator and the IIG. I have taken note of the determination of the
IIG to cooperate with Ambassador Vorontsov and fully assist in
resolving the humanitarian matters he is entrusted to deal with by
Security Council resolution 1284 (1999). I am hopeful that the new
Iraqi authorities will continue to increase their role in this area, which
would facilitate and expedite the process of the search for and the
return of all Kuwaiti and third-country nationals or their remains.

***




