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DATE: 1 1 February 2004

TO: Mr. Kofi Annan
Secretary General, UN

FROM: Mr. Jose Luis Machinea
Executive Secretary, ECLAC

SUBJECT: Briefing on the Summit of the Americas-Monterrey 12-13

Here is a brief note on the Special Summit of the Americas held in Monterrey, Mexico on 12-13
January, reconvened 34 Heads of State and Government with the purpose of advancing in the
implementation of measures to combat poverty, to promote social development, to achieve
economic growth with equity, and to strengthen democratic governance. It was led by the
Organization of American States (OAS), and specialized agencies such as ECLAC, PAHO,
joined by the development banks such as the World Bank and the IDE to engage technical
expertise and financing.

Explicit reference was made to UN processes and accords, such as: MDGs, the Monterrey
Consensus and the Johannesburg Plan of Action, to discuss and act on political, economic and
social issues. The main points discussed in this Summit, reflected in the Nuevo Leon Declaration
were:

DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE
1 . Further advancement on the Inter- American Democratic Charter addressing the concern for

the fragility of certain democracies.
2. Combatting corruption, impunity and fraudulent practices in public and private institutions.
3. Reference to the "Inter-American Convention against Terrorism" where governments

guarantee broad-based and mutual legal assistance to make possible the prosecution of
individuals who plan or commit terrorist acts.

4. The Special Conference on Security held in Mexico in October 2003. The Declaration issued
by the Conference proposes a new, multidimensional security approach, and acknowledges
the need for a flexible security architecture in the Hemisphere.

5. The Inter- American Convention against Corruption seeks to promote and strengthen
cooperation among the States Parties and develop necessary mechanisrriaJp^ prevent, detect,
punish, and eradicate corruption. "
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ECONOMIC ISSUES
6. Reference to progress achieved and balanced results of the VII Ministerial Meeting of the

FTAA held in Miami in November 2003, with great resistance from Brazil and Venezuela.
7. External debt relief measures in the context of the EHIPC, property rights and rules

governing property contracts, and the rights and responsibilities of debtors and creditors was
at the heart of the discussions.

8. Migratory issues and most specifically, reduction by at least half the regional average cost of
remittances' transfers no later than 2008 was a concrete target adopted in the Summit.

SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES
9. Social security systems, the need to establish safety nets for the most vulnerable groups,

trafficking in persons, growing recognition of the role of women in leadership positions
within public service, rights of indigenous peoples and achievements in the area of education.

10. Minimize impacts to the environment and human health and call for implementation of the
Johannesburg Plan of Action.

11. The target agreed to fight against HIV/AIDS was to provide antiretroviral therapy to all, and
at least 600,000 individuals by the year 2005.

INSTITUTIONAL ISSUES
12. The Summit process is paying considerable attention to the institutional architecture in the

Hemisphere, and on how to improve the organization of governments, ministries and inter-
American institutions to maintain and advance the hemispheric agenda. One important step
forward is that under the new hemispheric architecture, dialogue and the search for solutions
to hemispheric problems are no longer restricted to governments, inter-American or
international organizations. The Summit process has created a space for discussions between
the 34 governments and civil society organizations. One interesting example is the recent
participation of representatives of indigenous peoples in negotiations leading up to the Inter-
American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

13. Private sector has been closely involved through Americas Business Forum meetings, as well
as through a business advisory committee. Simplification of procedures and cost for
establishing businesses in each country was specially addressed.

In the statements and interventions of Heads of State and in the margins of the Summit, some
issues that deserve special attention are:

• Different approaches to FTAA (Brazil-Venezuela/ US, Chile, Mexico, Central America)
• Bolivia-Chile on access to Pacific Ocean
• Proposals from the Rio Group
• Migratory issues, mainly between Mexico and the United States
• Corruption both as a means of excluding countries from hemispheric Summits (US) and

to avoid providing asylum to corrupt leaders (Venezuela, Ecuador and Bolivia)
• Links between political instability and low rates of economic growth, high

unemployment and income disparities (Argentina, Brazil and Chile).




