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24 September 2009 

Dear Ms. Moratti, 

I am writing in reply to your letter of 11 September 2009, co-signed by 
Mr_ Jacques Diouf, Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations, inviting the Secretary-General to participate in the 
meeting of business leaders from companies along the food value chain, to be 
held on 12 and 13 November in Milan. 

On behalf of the Secretary-General, I would like to thank you for your 
invitation. Unfortunately, I must inform you that the Secretary-General will be 
unable to take part in this gathering, owing to scheduling reasons. Allow me, 
nevertheless, to take this opportunity to convey his best wishes for a successful 
event. A similar letter has been addressed to Mr_ Diouf. 

Ms. Letizia Moratti 
Mayor 
City of Milan 

Yours sincerely, 

bl� � 
r ------:-

Vijay Nambiar 
' 

Chef de Cabinet 
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24 September 2009 

Dear Mr. Diouf, 

On behalf of the Secretary-General, I would like to thank you for your 
letter dated 11 September 2009, co-signed by Ms. Letizia Moratti, Mayor of 
the City of Milan, inviting him to participate in the meeting of business 
leaders from companies along the food value chain, to be held in Milan 
on 12 and 13 November 2009. 

Unfortunately, I must inform you that the Secretary.,.General will be 
unable to take part in this gathering, owing to scheduling reasons. Allow me, 
nevertheless, to take this opportunity to convey his best wishes for a successful 
event. A similar letter has been addressed to Ms. Moratti. 

Mr. Jacques Diouf 
Director-General 
Food and Agriculture Organization 

of the United Nations 
Rome 

Yours sincerely, 

j�� 
Chef de Cabinet 
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As you know, the world i:; going through financial turbulence that has led to a serious 

economic setback. But this must not mask the global food crisis which has shaken the 
international agricultural economy and demonstrated the fragility of the global agricultural 
sy:;tem. The present �ituation of world food insecurity is of particular concern. In 2007 and 
2008, mainly because!of high food prices, the number of hungry and malnourished people in 
the world soared by 115 million, and is projected to reach a historic high of about 1 billion this 
year, representing 15 percent ofthe world population. 

The world has to secure the food security for these 1 billion hungry people and also 
double food production to feed a total world population projected to reach 9.2 billion in 2050. 
This has to be achieved in the face of several challenges, including demographic and dietary 
changes, climate change, bioenergy development and natural resource constraints. 

The City of Milan is a thriving hub of industry and Italian finance and the capital of 
Lombardy, one of the major agricultural producing regions in Europe. In 2015, Milan_yv_!l_lpost 
the Universal Exposition, the theme of which "feeding the planet, energy for life" will provide· 
a valuable contrib�to achieving the Millennium Development Goals. It h��gi;_��� t() . _ . . . 
f..OOQ_�at�_ wjtJ:!_E�9.. to .E���ne a meeting of business leaders from companies along the food 
y_9.lu��-�i1!_, to be held on 12 -an� 1:3NOVember 2_9_09. This iinportant-l.nitiativeis·a:n:·· ·· 

-

opportunity to discuss the involvement of the private sector in the fight against food insecurity, 

but also makes a fundamental contribution to the deliberations of the World Summit of Heads 
of State and Government on Food Security, to be held in Rome from 16 to 18 November 2009. 

Mr Ban Ki-moon 
Secretary-General 
United Nations 

New York 

RECEIVED TIME SEP. 15. 

I. 

8:1OAM 
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In view of the outstanding importance of the private sector in the fight against hunger 
and of the UN system-wide efforts to establish far-reaching partnerships as a means to address 
the challenge ofmeeting the world's food needs, to increase food security and to eradicate 
world poverty, we would be honoured to_'?!'elcome yqur parti_<jQ�!jon in_th��il� mee!�£· 

shortly. 
More information on the venue and a detailed agenda will be sent to your office 

Yours sincerely, 

Food and Agriculture Organization 
of lhe United Nations 

� � 
Letizia Moratti 

Mayor of the City ofMilan 
Special Commissioner of the Italian 

Government 
for Expo 2015 

RECEJVED TlME SEP. 15. 8:10AM 
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Dear Secretary-General, 

As you know, the world is going through financial turbulence that has led to a serious 
economic setback. But this must not mask the global food crisis which has shaken the 
international agricultural economy and demonstrated the fragility of the global agricultural 
system. The present situation of world food insecurity is of particular concern. In 2007 and 
2008, mainly because of high food prices, the number of hungry and malnourished people in 
the world soared by 115 million, and is projected to reach a historic high of about 1 billion this 
year, representing 15 percent of the world population. 

The world has to secure the food security for these 1 billion hungry people and also 
double food production to feed a total world population projected to reach 9.2 billion in 2050. 
This has to be achieved in the face of several challenges, including demographic and dietary 
changes, climate change, bioenergy development and natural resource constraints. 

The City of Milan is a thriving hub of industry and Italian finance and the capital of 
Lombardy, one of the major agricultural producing regions in Europe. In 2015, Milan will host 
the Universal Exposition, the theme of which "feeding the planet, energy for life" will provide 
a valuable contribution to achieving the Millennium Development Goals. It has agreed to 
cooperate with FAO to convene a meeting of business leaders from companies along the food 
value chain, to be held on 12 and 13 November 2009. This important initiative is an 
opportunity to discuss the involvement of the private sector in the fight against food insecurity, 
but also makes a fundamental contribution to the deliberations of the World Summit of Heads 
of State and Government on Food Security, to be held in Rome from 16 to 18 November 2009 . 

Mr Ban Ki-moon 
Secretary-General 
United Nations 
New York 

./.. 
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In view of the outstanding importance of the private sector in the fight against hunger 
and of the UN system-wide efforts to establish far-reaching partnerships as a means to address 

the challenge of meeting the world's food needs, to increase food security and to eradicate 

world poverty, we would be honoured to welcome your participation in the Milan meeting. 

shortly. 

More information on the venue and a detailed agenda will be sent to your office 

Yours sincerely, 

Jacques Dio 

Director -General 

Food and Agriculture Organization 

of the United Nations 

� � -
Letizia Moratti 

Mayor of the City of Milan 

Special Commissioner of the Italian 

Government 
for Expo 2015 


