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Regional Tibetan Youth Congress of New York & New jersey 

August 21,2014 
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His Excellency Mr. Ban Ki-Moon, Secretary-General of the United Nations 
United Nations Headquarters 
New York, NY 10017, USA 

Dear Mr. Secretary-General, 

Today, I am writing on behalf of my organization, The Regional Tibetan Youth Congress of New York and New 
Jersey, to bring into attention the current dire situation for Tibetans in Tibet under the Chinese government. 

I am sure Your Excellency is aware ofthe numerous crackdowns happening in Tibet on a regular basis. While 
media coverage has always been minimal on the Tibet issue, we the members of Regional Tibetan Youth Congress 
hope that the UN will pressure China to immediately stop the crackdown in Tibet. We specially ask that Your 
Excellency to bring attention to the most recent act of suppression in Kardze, Kham, Tibet. 

On August 12, 2014, Chinese police have opened fire to disperse hundreds of Tibetans who were peaceful 
protesting against the detention of their respected village leader Wangdak and wounding nearly a dozen unarmed 
people. Local Chinese police detained Wangdak from his home in Denma Village ofKardze for his strong support 
for Tibetans to be allowed to observe the Denma Horse Festival. At least ten Tibetans were severely injured during 
the protest calling for release ofWangdak. Photographs of the injuries have appeared on social media sites shortly 
after the protest and can be found on few Tibetan related media outlets. 

A Large deployment of troops has been sent to this small village to detain numerous male Tibetans over the age of 
13. It should also be noted that the detainees with injuries were left untreated. Lack of proper medical treatments 
has resulted in 5 deaths so far. Four have been directly linked to untreated wounds while the other took his own life 
in protest against the torture faced while being detained. Tibetan deaths as a result of Chinese government brutal 
crackdown and responses have steadily increased since 2008. We ask you and the UN to step in before more lives 
are lost. Please do it for humanity if nothing else. 

What is happening in Denma Village is a clear example of how the Tibetans are treated in their own land. How can 
we accept and stay quiet when the Chinese officials are continually using lethal force to suppress the Tibetans at 
something as trivial as a horse race. Are the Tibetan not allowed to peacefully voice their concerns? Why Tibetans 
are repeatedly detained and tortured for simply exercising normal human rights? Must there always be a large 
number of troops deployed, especially in a town so small? 

The Regional Tibetan Youth Congress strongly condemns this latest attack on Tibetans in Denma Village. We ask 
that Your Excellency help us to call for the immediate r~lease of W angdak and other detainees. We also ask for the 
Chinese authorities to provide proper medical treatments for those they have injured during protest. 

Your Excellency, I thank you again on behalf of the Tibetan Youth Congress and Tibetans everywhere for 
accepting this letter of request and hope for Your Excellency's urgent attention to this.Jatest attack on the Tibetans·· ·· 1 
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Ngawang Palden 
President 

Mailing Address: Office of Tibetan Youth Congress (NY & NJ) 
241 E 32nd St N ew York, NY 10016 
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10 injured as Chinese police open fire on Tibetans in 
Derge 
Phayui[Wednesday, August 13, 2014 23:29] 

By Phuntsok Yangchen 

Wangdak/file 

An injured Tibetan shows his wounds to the 
camera/dhege.org 

Tibetans demanding release of Wangdak, head of 
Shukpa Village/dhege.org 

DHARAMSHALA, August 13: At least 10 
Tibetans have been severely injured and 
several others arrested as Chinese police 
opened fire on protesters demanding 
release of a local Tibetan village leader in 
Denma town, Sershul County, Kardze Tibet 
Autonomous Prefecture, on Tuesday. 

Over a hundred Tibetans sat outside the 
local Chinese administrative office in 
Denma town's Lochuk area protesting 
against the arrest of Wangdak, head of 
Shukpa village in Sershul County, who was 
taken away by the police around midnight 
on Monday from his home. 

Sources say that Wangdak's arrest is 
connected to an argument with local 
Chinese officials who reportedly harassed 
some girl members of a dance troupe, 
which had been invited to perform at an 
annual festival. The members of the dance 
troupe had approached Wangdak who is 
known among his fellow villagers for 
helping local residents in various matters. 

Wangdak had objected recently to the 
Chinese authorities' orders to cancel a local 
horse racing and religious gathering which 
they said were "illegal". Wangdak argued 
that horse racing and offering of incense 
have been traditional festivals of the 
Tibetans. 

Wangdak's son and brother Sangpo have 
sustained gunshots, according to the 
source. The injured, some with serious 
casualties, are being treated in hospital. 
Due to restriction placed on communication 
lines in the area the current conditions of 
the injured are not known. 

The same source added that Shukpa 
village headed by Wangdak did not 
participate in a Chinese government -
organized festival of cultural performance to 
express their solidarity with 
self-immolations a few years ago. 

http: //www.phayul.com/news/article.aspx?id=35194&t=O 
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Death toll increases in Kardze as three more Tibetans die of untreated wounds after shooting 

Ioternatjonal Campai2n For Tjbet <Httw/fwww sayetjbet orgtautbor/jnternatjona! -campaj~n-for- tjbetD ON AUGUST 21, 2014 

Three more Tibetans died of untreated wounds after paramilitary troops fired upon unarmed Tibetans in Kardze, the Tibetan area of Kham, last 

week. (ICT report, Tibetans with wounds after shooting denied medical treatment: deployment of military leads to mass detentions in village in 

Kham (http://Www.savetibet.org/tibetans-with-bulle t-wounds-after-shooting-denied-medical-treatment-deployment-of-military-le ads-to-mass-detentions-in-village-in-kham/) ) This 

follows the death of two other Tibetans held in custody, one of whom committed suicide, while the other died of untreated wounds. 

The three Tibetans who died at the detention centre in Loshu (Chinese: Luoxu) in Kardze (Chinese: Ganzi,) were identified by exile Tibetan 

sources as Tsewang Gonpo, 60; Yeshe, in his early forties, and Jinpa Tharchin, who was 18. Their bodies were returned to their families earlier 

this week. 

A Tibetan living in India, Demay Gyaltsen , told Radio Free Asia: "They were refused medical care and had been tortured by the Chinese 

authorities. " (RFA, Three More Detained Tibetan Protesters Die From Gunshot Wounds (http://www. rfa.org/engtish/news/tibet/wounds-OB192014131944 .html) 

ICT has not been able to confirm the type of ammunition used by the paramilitary police (People's Armed Police) who fired upon the unarmed, 

peaceful crowd in Kardze. While it is likely that live ammunition was not used, 'anti-riot' rounds or similar projectiles are still capable of causin1 

serious injury and death, directly exacerbated by the withholding of medical treatment. 
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Derge police firing death toll at 5, Tibetan exiles demand 
treatment for the injured 
Phayui[Wednesday, August 20, 2014 12:471 

DHARAMSHALA, AUGUST 20: Three 
more Tibetans with gunshot wounds have 
succumbed to injuries as Chinese 
authorities continue to deny medical 
attention to the Tibetans injured in a firing 
on unarmed protesters demanding release 
of a local village chief in Denma town in 
Sershul County last week, sources said. 

~ 

The bodies of the three, Tsewang Gonpo, 
60; Yeshe, 42; and Jinpa Tharchin, 18; who 
belonged to the same family, have been 
handed over to the family on Monday. 

Tibetans protest at the Chinese Embassy in New 
York/Aug. 18,2014 

The three were held at the detention center 
in Loshu township in the Kardze Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture along with scores of other 
Tibetans who were detained following a protest on Aug. 12. 

Tsewang Gonpo was uncle of Dema Wangdak, Shukpa village's chief whose detention in the 
wee hours of Aug. 12 sparked off protests by local Tibetans the following day. 

Two other Tibetans had died at the same detention center on Sunday, one dying of untreated 
gunshot wounds, while the other reportedly killed himself refusing to undergo further atrocities 
at the hands of Chinese police. 

Even as protests by Tibetan advocacy groups continue around the world the Chinese 
authorities continue to deny medical treatment to those injured, many of whom had sustained 
gunshot wounds. 

The International Campaign for Tibet has condemned the shooting and urged the 
international community must express their "abhorrence" of the actions by Chinese police to 
ensure that the injured Tibetans receive immediate medical attention. 

"This alarming news indicates that the authorities in this area are apparently acting with 
complete and dangerous impunity," Matteo Mecacci, President of the International Campaign 
for Tibet, said in a statement on Monday. 

A Tibetan source told RFA that the Chinese authorities called a meeting of Tibetan residents 
of Loshu Township on Monday. "On Aug. 18, the people of Denkor district in Loshu were 
summoned to a public meeting in which authorities urged people to spread the word that 
Wangdak's detention was not related to horse racing or making incense offerings, but rather 
was due to his embezzlement of public funds," the US funded radio quoted a Tibetan named 
Gyaltsen as saying. 

http://www.phayul.com/news/article.aspx?id=35212&t=O 
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TCHRD condemns Chinese police shooting of unarmed Tibetans in 
Kardze 
THURSDAY, 14 AUGUST 2014 

Llko < 57 TWeet 35 

Wangdak, the leader of Denma Shugpa Vi llage 

was detained at midnight on 11 August 20 14 

Despite strict restriction on 

communication~ information is 

coming out of Kardze (Ch: Ganzi) 

Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture in 

Sichuan Province that Chinese 

paramilitary forces opened fire on 

unarmed Tibetan protesters on 12 

August 2014. At least ten Tibetans 

were injured. The injured Tibetans 

suffered gunshot wounds to their 

heads and torsos. Photographs of the 

injuries appeared on social media sites 

shortly after the shooting. 

The Tibetans were protesting the 

detention of Wangdak, 45, a widely 

respected village leader, the night 

before. Local police officers detained Wangdak at midnight from his home in Denma Shugpa 

Village in Loshu (Ch: Luoxu) Township in Sershul (Ch: Shiqu) County, Kardze TAP. 

Wangdak had advocated for Tibetans to be a llowed to obse1ve the Denma Horse Festival. 

According to a reliable source with contacts in Tibet, Wangdak argued that banning the 

observance of the festival was a violation of the religious freedom of Tibetans because the 

festival was part of Tibetan cultural and religious practice. Wangdak is also the chairman of 

the Denma Horse Festival Committee. 

In the past, the Chinese promoted the horse festival as a secular tradition but recently they 

have clamped down on it, viewing any manifestation of Tibetan culture as a threat to stability. 

Previously, Wangdak had also stood up to Chinese officials who demanded that a group of 

local Tibetan women perform a welcoming ceremony for a visiting senior Chinese delegation. 

The Chinese authorities then harassed the women, who complained to Wangdak. 

Sources with contacts in Tibet have also reported the detention of an unspecified number of 

Tibetans on the evening of 12 August in Denma Shugpa Vi llage with the arrival of additional 

paramilitary forces. On 13 August, security forces surrounded the village. This forced many 

young, male residents to flee to the mountains or risk being detained, interrogated and 

tortured. Many of the men had called for the release of Wangdak. The re maining elderly, 

children and women are being subjected to strict inten·ogation and restrictions by the 

paramilitary forces. The source told TCHRD that the situation in Denma Shugpa Village has 

become urgent and could aggravate soon. 

Earlier when self-immolation protests occurred in Sershul County, vi llagers of Denma Shugpa 

Village had rejected official order to participate in a public performance organized by the 

local government. 

"This latest shooting demonstrates the contradictions within the Chinese policy of promoting 

stability," said Tsering Tsomo, the executive director of the Tibetan Centre for Human Rights 

and Democracy. "Instead of promoting stability, the Chinese are concerned with crushing all 

dissent-even if that causes more instability. If they were truly interested in promoting 

stability, they would listen to Tibetans like Wangdak and work with the local community to 

address their grievances:' 

The Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and Democracy (TCHRD) strongly condemns this latest 

attack on Tibetans and violation of their basic human rights that could rise to the level of 

crimes against humanity. TCHRD further calls for the immediate release of Wangdak and for 

the Chinese authorities to apologize and provide compensation to the local community. 
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The Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and 

Democracy (TCHRD) presents an ana lysis of a 

secret Chinese document on Tibetans killed 

by Chinese security forces during the Ma rch 

2008 protests in Lhasa. The document, 

obtained recently by TCHRD, was written in 

Chinese by the Lhasa Public Security Bureau 

(PSB) based on the autopsy repo1ts prepared 

on[ ... ] 
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Leaked internal document shows China 

used machine guns to kill Tibetans in 
March 2008 protest 
WEDNESDAY, 20 AUGUST 2014 

TCHRD has obtained exclusive 
information that provides irrefutable 
evidence that Chinese security forces 
used disproportionate force including live 
ammunition and machine guns to kill 

Tibetans during the March 2008 protests 
in the Tibetan capital of Lhasa . 

4 ,840 people like TCHRO(Tibetan Centre for Human 
R1ghts & Democracy). 

Recommend 57 people recommend this. Sign Up to 
see what your friends recommend. 
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Leaked internal document shows China 

used mac hine guns to kill Tibetans in March 

2008 protest Wednesday, 20 August 2014 
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2014 
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August 2014 

China holds Tibetan livelihood to ransom to 

secure politica l stability Wednesday, 30 Ju ly 

2014 
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2014 
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