
THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

14 July 2010 

Excellency, 

The forthcoming African Union Summit will be a critical opportunity to 
firmly embed women's and children's health as a fundamental building block for the 
development of nations. As you are aware, much more progress is required if we are 
to achieve the Millennium Development Goals related to women's and children's 
health. 

I applaud the African Union for ensuring that increased commitment at the 
highest level has been built to tackle this critical issue. The Continental Framework 
for Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights, the Maputo Plan of Action, the African 
Health Strategy and the Campaign for Accelerated Reduction of Maternal Mortality 
are all testimony to the leadership of the African Union in improving the health of 
women and children. 

With only five years to our deadline for achieving the Millennium 
Development Goals, 201 0 presents a critical opportunity to assess and strengthen our 
collective endeavour. This is why I have initiated a global, high-level effort to bring 
all stakeholders together in support of work to improve women's and children's 
health. 

A draft Joint Action Plan has been developed to help intensify and better 
coordinate existing efforts, build new commitments and establish an accountability 
framework for delivering results. The Plan will be launched at the time of the 201 0 
High-Level Plenary Meeting on the Millennium Development Goals (MDG Summit) 
in September. I hope that we will be able to reflect the strong support galvanized by 
African leaders at the African Union Summit in the final document. 

His/Her Excellency 
Mr./Ms. 
Title 
City 



Your leadership remains critical to our collective success. I hope that you will 
join me in September at the MDG Summit, where together we can move decisively to 
make 2010 a historical turning point for current and future generations. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

Z·BA Ki-moon 
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Excellency, 

The forthcoming 2010 High-Level Plenary Meeting on the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) presents a critical opportunity to assess and strengthen 
our collective endeavour to firmly embed women's and children's health as a 
fundamental building block for the development of nations_ As you are aware, 
much more progress is required if we are to achieve the MDGs related to women's 
and children's health. This is why I have initiated a global effort to bring all 
stakeholders together in support of countries' work to improve women's and 
children's health. 

We must build on the significant progress made to date, including 
commitments made by Member States at the 2009 ECOSOC Ministerial Review 
on Global Health; the 2009 Special Session of the United Nations General 
Assembly, Healthy Women, Healthy Children: Investing in our Common Future; 
the fifty-fourth session of the Commission on the Status of Women; as well as 
important regional commitments and efforts. 

A draft Joint Action Plan has been developed to help intensify and better 
coordinate existing efforts, build new commitments and establish an accountability 
framework for delivering results across the health-related MDGs. 

I would very much appreciate if you could help me build the strong 
collective ownership required to make the global effort on women's and children's 
health a success. The United Nations country team stands ready to support your 
discussions with national stakeholders in ... about the draft Joint ActionPlan. I 
hope that these discussions can explore ways to renew and further build on current 
national efforts related to women's and children's health. 

His Excellency 
Mr. .. . 
Head of State/Prime Minister of .. . [Name of country] 
[Capital] 



On 22 September 2010, I will host a special event on women's and 
children's health at the United Nations in New York. Your decisions on policy, 
financial and delivery commitments to advance the health of women and children 
will be highlighted in this session. I hope you will join me and help to bring the 
health of our world's women and children to the centre-stage of global policy. 

I thank you once again for your continued support. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

( 
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Excellency, 

The Secretary-General would be grateful if you could kindly forward 
the enclosed letter to its high destination. 

A copy of the letter is attached, for your information. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

His Excellency 
Mr. .. . 
Permanent Representative of ... 

to the United Nations 
New York, NY 

1~~ VijayNambiar ~ 
Chef de Cabinet · • 
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DENMARK LIBYAN ARAB JAMAHIRIYA 
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DOMINICA LITHUANIA 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC LUXEMBOURG 
ECUADOR MADAGASCAR 
EGYPT MALAWI 
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GAMBIA STATES OFI 
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JAPAN PERU 
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Letters to Heads of Sta(ein' priority countries outside Africa where the UN country teams 
will facilitate discussions on the Joint Action Plan: 

1. His Excellency 
Mr. Hamid Karzai 
President of the Islamic Republic of 
Afghanistan 

2. His Excellency 
Mr. Zillur Rahman 
President of the People's Republic of Bangladesh 

3 .His Excellency 
Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen 
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia 

4. His Excellency 
Mr. Rene Garcia Preval 
President of the Republic of Haiti 

5. Her Excellency 
Mrs. Pratibha Patil 
President of the Republic of India 

6. His Excellency 
Mr. Madhav Kumar Nepal 
Prime Minister of the Federal Democratic Republic ofNepal 

7. His Excellency 
Mr. Asif Ali Zardari 
President of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan 
And 

8. His Excellency 
Mr. Syed Y ousaf Raza Gillani 

Prime Minister of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan 

§. His Excellency 
Mr. Ali Abdullah Saleh 
President of the Republic of Yemen 



THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

14 July 2010 

Excellency, 

The forthcoming 2010 High-Level Plenary Meeting on the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) presents a critical opportunity to assess and strengthen 
our collective endeavour to firmly embed women's and children's health as a 
fundamental building block for the development of nations. As you are aware, 
much more progress is required if we are to achieve the MDGs related to women's 
and children's health. This is why I have initiated a global effort to bring all 
stakeholders together in support of countries' work to improve women's and 
children's health. 

We must build on the significant progress made to date, including 
commitments made by Member States at the 2009 ECOSOC Ministerial Review 
on Global Health; the 2009 Special Session of the United Nations General 
Assembly, Healthy Women, Healthy Children: Investing in our Common Future; 
the fifty-fourth session of the Commission on the Status of Women; as well as 
important regional commitments and efforts. 

A draft Joint Action Plan has been developed to help intensify and better 
coordinate existing efforts, build new commitments and establish an accountability 
framework for delivering results across the health-related MDGs. 

I would very much appreciate if you could help me build the strong 
collective ownership required to make the global effort on women's and children's 
health a success. The United Nations country team stands ready to support your 
discussions with national stakeholders in [country naii1e here] about the draft Joint 
Action Plan. I hope that these discussions can explore ways to renew and further 
build on current national efforts related to women's and children's health. 

His/Her Excellency 
Mr./Ms. 
President of 
City 



On 22 September 2010, I will host a special event on women's and 
children's health at the United Nations in New York. Your decisions on policy, 
financial and delivery commitments to advance the health of women and children 
will be highlighted in this session. I hope you will join me and help to bring the 
health of our world's women and children to the centre-stage of global policy. 

I thank you once again for your continued support. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

X· 
BAN Ki-moon 
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Excellency, 

The forthcoming 2010 High-Level Plenary Meeting on the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) presents a critical opportunity to assess and strengthen 
our collective endeavour to firmly embed women's and children's health as a 
fundamental building block for the development of nations. As you are aware, 
much more progress is required if we are to achieve the MDGs related to women' s 
and children' s health. This is why I have initiated a global effort to bring all 
stakeholders together in support of countries' work to improve women's and 
children's health. 

We must build on the significant progress made to date, including 
commitments made by Member States at the 2009 ECOSOC Ministerial Review 
on Global Health; the 2009 Special Session of the United Nations General 
Assembly, Healthy Women, Healthy Children: Investing in our Common Future; 
the fifty-fourth session of the Commission on the Status of Women; as well as 
important regional commitments and efforts. 

A draft Joint Action Plan has been developed to help intensify and better 
coordinate existing efforts, build new commitments and establish an accountability 
framework for delivering results across the health-related MDGs. 

I would very much appreciate if you could help me build the strong 
collective ownership required to make the global effort on women' s and children' s 
health a success. The United Nations country team stands ready to support your 
discussions with national stakeholders in [coruitry n~e here] about the draft Joint 
Action Plan. I hope that these discussions can explore ways to renew and further 
build on current national effmis related to women' s and children' s health. 

His/Her Excellency 
Mr./Ms. 
President of 
City 



On 22 September 2010, I will host a special event on women's and 
children's health at the United Nations in New York. Your decisions on policy, 
financial and delivery commitments to advance the health of women and children 
will be highlighted in this session. I hope you will join me and help to bring the 
health of our world's women and children to the centre-stage of global policy. 

I thank you once again for your continued support. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 


