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Wit." !t,,,._\. coatitm.!.n g !9 <::ttraGt keen m�dm intere�l aro uxd the V'i'ortd, thi� ·;o...-eek ' . .; 
P1e.s:s Re:view c:>.amines tf•f �at<-'St trends ir: rheo ::.:(1\'erage, 1)artiC!liar!y ilK -�)a�ti\.�u t.J y.:.rz 
srate m:!nt. 

·our app�:J.l fur an 1mrnedi.�i . .:·. �nd G) h: qr.Jl:,;;rJ\�c re.�-ei>·�c; Jlt(d·�,In in?mtl) fa, c•1ml:>K 
n:;.ws :x; •,trag' 'ndl!ding b W�st:::m J L tkts . 

In thi�: co�1text: it is ir\ter�:�tir..g t(> note that alth,mgh rnu� · s criti-::al 1x·�pons.;: ·::: !.'0Ur 
:'Statement Wa$ v.;i_dcly n::porte·d, it ".�n.d'."tl 1.:p actually c:c•nnlbu;:ing:=c o n. brget} tx•silive 
porrraya.! of your stanc� as a lead.;-'-r •v!1.c Sjll) l!.e OU.'I: stf(lngly for freed:.J.(L a11J hunJa! rigt1t:..::P .. YJ".IJ 
wb0 stO\.IQ I.t)J to authority. 

YN,r w·,;�� iug ab(n�<t tbe impal'\. of rhe g[,JbaJ =o::onC'm.i·� turmoi. •-Jn t:;e wcdd · s _poqr 
was a key thrt:·a:d in news rep0\1:fng en ·onr stal� men! t(• lhe GerieraJ Assemblv : � h1gb-h;.J;el 

tt: meCcting on tl:e. fin&�c i<'Ll c1: i�is. •\s the Press Re·;iew poims ocr, �o·we ver, m"' Ine?;ing in 
ger:o;o<ral drev' ::ni. J rev1ews ·..vith Western outlets -iending t�) dtsmiss the ew;n� a:s" \'.-2;Ste ,�{ 
rime_ 

A1 rlte $ame ti·me. \l/-es·<em h:.<'tder::; the:rcselves c�(olme u.nde: Ere fn>r:1 ::�n ;.,;:-my of 
expe.i"t.s who1;c op-.;:d piec"-!s criticized th� kadirLg indu:;triaJizect naticns for their 
··cktach.ment" from :he l.�· aB a �ill.iqut: r::tuitilateral. organization .. b that c.ome, t it appears 
your me-!}sage; Of' the :Jm,rK. iai c:risi s - in part nighiighted in )'\.l'Jr letter to the (r.g �-.u.nm1:t � 

could fmd a rt\:t.,')�i" e <.mdier.ce ah�a:d of ne:c month's su.rnn.it ;_n lt-al) 

'l11c: final segment o :· tl(e n�vl�·\v twoks at the coverage of 1WQ ciim:at�: dt;J.:nge·ri:• l ::.ted 
c: " �'rrt;; -· yout jz1in:. press conierenl:e 1.vith \1ayor Bl.Domberg �.nd th�;:: hunch ,._.,f the 
''.Ho�'l<i.�nhagen" �amp<dg.11 ·- bo�h of whil;h hdp�td 1:0 draw med t, .'l.ttentio'1 tc :. <:Oi.ll' s:an.::.; on 
th:is vital i::;su.;:: 

TbatLk you. 

Gc: !vJ.r. Akasaka 
J\·fr. Kim 
Mr. On 
Mr Mever 
M.s. Montas :\; 6 
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.Fnd.ay, 28 June 2009 --------�-·--··--- ----�------.. -·-�----·--·- �---- ·----··----------·�· ______ """'.-..-...... -·-·-.---....-----·---�-·--

UN re�1'onse 
Tl � 8 eereJary -Ge·:o.etal ' ::( n. gi.rlt;, of �:.. . .  �ITL.LtlC\.lii:nt,;; t� .. d tG th� vic- le:-nue) ;:n"':d t:h�� rcr; � .. ti J n :rr f]}.� l.t3.t,...jtJn 
aut},_::·riti cs- to i1is �tli:tmem, ·�,v·_re a r�'liljot .1-ews po int ic ,-.ut!e:t.-1 ;;r:::urd U\t world PaJ't�c:J.lill"l} midweek. 
'·CN'-s Ban u.rgec> hal� to '1St: of forc;c �n J.nm," prcd�iL"1ct a Reuten Lt.::adlir1e th[�1.: ca.ptured th� main 
thrust of reportmg on the st:tternent. 

Iran.'�� r•�:u;t.ion tc t;,�� S ;;o;;J etarv-Gt•f1E r�rl st:lr.ernenT w '1:, Jno:ncr kc;'. tk;; ac!. ·:::-J !ht: e:overag:e. ''I:iat� . .  cal.lei 
on tran to resp�:c1 the 'w.ll of the peop.lt' after the disputed. presid.ent:tl polL bur ":Cdua;; ac:ctlS•�d hl:-n ;;:;f 
'meddling,"' said the BBC in a typical report. M�;u, y Wesrem OL!tlets quot�d a.n :lran.isn f<'lrei�')1 mini�try 
spokesma:-1 a.-; saying that the Sectetary·Ocr:.eri.tl bi.d. damag.ed his crc:,.:hbility in ;_he eyes of ''bde-pendent 
countrie�" by "ig:1orantly l�)l.lovri:r,g some di)D.Iineering powers which h:rve a l011g record of r.acalled-for 
�nte:rference ln ofJer countries' internal affai1·s and coloniz::>.ti;)IJ." 

V/bilc those conu;JE:ntS triggered a spate ()f t1eadlines abc·u: Iran's cri.:inscn ofr.hc •::�,; leader, ;Jut!1:ts 
wmldv:id:e .ended to n:·pm l th,;: exchatJ.ge in 'ihe eontex, 1) f Ir:mian efforts w bl.an-ce the .:1isis ' "r n for.�:i {:)1 
i"l.lterf�"r�;:;-:Tce. A.::; ':L n:sui:, the Ir:anim . au 'orities were oftt�n escri\::ed as ••tashmg •..1ut,' ··tuming on'' or 
' ' taking aim" ut Lh.e Secretarj-Ge.t;.e:ral foT his strong staterr.etlt on ·:h�· n,;;ed to stOp arrests and the u�e of 
furce against the ptotestvrs.(The: Nev;· Ytlrk Tirnej_, af .. Jazc,era, AP, The .Brisba•H: Times, Ha'a.retz. 
·rh T. (lTL'J th · �-- , , d. , h , d · · ·� · · ., . e . tmes 1,_ . arnong o .e:.rs). m tnm: sense, me m_e 13. '5 ap:proac :;r:o'Tve (�{�r�c:tUl Sim:t,.ar . .tleS m tne , 'I . '' . . ' �· . . f' l ·• . co\'erage ot raruan·ailegatwns ag3lnst Presc.de.�nt UN.ma. ..-\.n ItnprcssJm on� gr)t tom l'..iGC 1 ·nth.e 
re . ortill . .:z 'N&S of a Sec:r�-ta�:v·G�ne:; al who v .. 0:1.,;; a1i m:u��cl �vitfl .JJe f;:n·c:e:_. c ;· .freed or: o.t:i d t 1e Yo�ce of Y8u+h 

- � � � 

in ir::m. ·:u:.d who st0o.$. CJP tor hu:m?,.,t. r1gb:U whi1' :;peaki.ug rrulf< tn p.: w.:.r. 

1.n Ji;rj�cd .;;mD.t.Ite:mu.-y en thr.� UN'::: ro:e, a :'l'"gath e H(,te wa::; s:n.tck bv CE .ldta "'-or,,·�� \.,·ho::.t� pH:cr: in 
Forb�s.corn cri ti r::iz�:d tte Orgamzatirm for wha:: :5l!e Galled ' ·2 tb:.lrtdt:ring sil.;::�c.;; �� . " She -iescr�);;d B •u' ,. 

apprCJach as ·'l•_d<.e'"mn: 'a.:iding: l'Su.rdy top �T::;r officials such as S,ecretary·General Ban Ki-!·noon 
s ou d be leadin� the charge for liberry and justice., with the strongest possi"ble c�;ticism and mee.sures 
agai.nst the Ira.rJa.n regime ?" Rosett al so ec:..1sed 1'::''.'\ High Ccm1m�.ssloGer tor Hc.ma.:J �'-i };nt;;; �'.1;1v i P illa) 
d na}'i:ng , o nmch a. rtr;;rrHt� n to ·'me ;;m;;<l� prim'' aud i>m�rrin� the hi;;�•::t p: c::ur" Cmmtering that 
charge, the l.JN-fo<.:used blog UN Dispatch pr�ised Pilla.y's t�om.mems as '"protJ:-. .ly i:li; tcugh a s:�tem•::m 
as can be mcpec1ed from the 'lJN Srtcr�tariat or its agei.tl.'tb, " and 5aid it trod the di::k�lh line bet�,,,.�en 
'':s�1!.D6.iJtg up f:1r ht:l.l!\.an rights- whi.ch is the right and rcor-��r r.)[c of the tn'i --- anc meddli!lg �n the 
electoral politic5 of d merr,ber state." 

Towards tle end of thi:: v:ee · N,J bl:'l imrreate SlL-"l iT · :badi ' �i �� :\�d fer �he [/'� to ,,end an er� .:::--] to ·r ;-·.1:-> '·-'"-'�.':' 
reported by Reuters al).d Deut:!iche )Yelle, \Vltll most pick-up in European outk\:5. 

Friends tmd n�ighbours mull implications 
The:te <.:ontinued to he rm.".rf}' r�gional -·:ltiat i ')� in a.n:r> ... tys is of r:1 .. v.:ed: ' �· t:ve.:11-s . Rg,5_§.;\I:I_;_ cu1 le� 

1 1 . ., ��-1 h ' ,� . ' 1. ,._ k . . , 'C' • ., 1: genenl.1.; took .,;t 10'?.'-·ptCw.e sta.'1c.:: ,_ U1 'jTt,�. :r.tl:J 1e..:essa1o)' o .;;.�l' .. tw� g<)vetn.tneD:r· s o ru ;:!::l!. acce:ptan.ce 01. 

, ., .,.,·�� ..... ·-"•"•• •"•·�- �· ··�·. - ·· • •' •• -·• • .. , ., , ·,·�·· ·-· •"'"'••·""'··,. ·•'"'"·· ••· •· '- · ' >"I 
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h ' ' lt ' 1 1 ' ' , .� " l ' 'l \ ' '. d ' 1 ' ' 'h t .e elec.tton res�l . A ;;.;::gr 1y ana"·, , ,�� 0n po .'WK-nm . ru co:ac. 11clt�l. w.ai · •i' oe_s JXr'· loc,.l. concos : '• E .... , �n 
the resu�ts '•'':ere !·i gg,xL'' FN h.is pan, 8nchcr Komt::tmin Semin ;:;r: Russ1a· s statt:>·O\Vned. RoS$iJ:t T\· 
saiJ that the US AdmiEistratio!l h;::.d not ab;.'cncivn�d its p:ogT&.::rs..rne to d::stabliz.e: Tnm, adding that if "the 
orange-pee:;tevo.lution" :faik:d, t..f-JI'; llS� of fi)rce agai:J.st i:r<5.n v;�;uld ht> "t:xt·emel.y iikdy." Bt:� a piece in 
Vedemosti q;,jestkn�d the positjo;t of Iran's Su.pr<;:,me Lea.cer, Ayatollalt Ali }.;,hamene[, and 3:tid that t'::te 
r?gime could mn lasr.le>ng thrcugh the L1se of"brJ.te force." In a s:rml:-u vek, analyst i},x)rgiy �v1irskiy 
tc,ld Novay�l Gazeta that '"it v,:ill f;ract�:.diy bc·.:.:ome clear that the Islamic r1:-gi;n� is not so ,solid and 
rr::onoli!..'li.;: ai'ld no longer meets the requi.!e;:nents 1::f the modem age,'' adding tbat even if the �rot<::'Sts 
ended, a datnJ.ging ''cra��.k·' wmlld :e:mai.n in the gover.::!rnen:. 

In 'TD:rke :. lh'� prt>ss w�1$ drv d:d \'J er the. ")i!.lJ.rtti vrJ, despite '2l.e fact that T\1tkish 1ead<.:�rs sent a 

congra i:atO�)· message to Pres1dt:nt Ah.madint>Jud. (That move drew· crit�r;ism from Th� W:.£11 Street 
Journal, wh.i . .::h saw as part of T:.1rkis:, mcves away from the We":>t and. towards Hamas rmd �hr; lrani.:m 
n�gime} C;:,ro.mentatcrs :n a rzr�ge of papers" i.Tlcluding Radi.k.af, Miliiyet and Va�an; be.Uevrd the 
Iranian govemment had h.)�>t its popdru lcgi�imacy, and tne.w was a tA-iclespread viev,· tb<:.t cte·�toral fraud 
had been conrrtitted . l� was nottr.v·:lrtb.y that in general, rhe media ciid not appear 'tC1 se¢ Turh'y e:s a 
major piayer in the crisi�. Sarni K.ohen, wrii.i.nf; in MiJliyet) said. that , .. -hile the tlUmoil '.vas ::lE inkmal 
Irant.an :1121ttc :·, •:this should llOt prevent Turkey from stating what i� thiaks about wh.it i.s happE:rdng in ic:� 
neighbourhood " Bur in the maili, iebate (;o.ntr<:d on whether the prot�st::: represented a se:·iqt:s threat to 
the ni.ling rt�gime, with mixed conclusions. ''Thin�ing tltat. a kin'i of ·revoh.tt>un' li.l(e tho$e in U.k!aine 
and Georgi� ·will tappen seems fanciful," said Ha.di Ulm-:11gin i:1 Hurdyd; bm Ibrahim Karagul in Y€.ni 
S f k' l' l ,. 

. . ' . . ' ' . . 1 ' ,, . 
<t a . (i� teYH 'tne SE1Jc\tton rs V':!.l�':' scrnus, even 111t 1s nut a �(m.!1ter-r·;-.vonmon · 

\1any co:::��1<::n�ator.;; w :tlN_!:\!A:hi-r::r:G:3 3 �ciieved rbd:t tlic !egin <c hz-td o een fat&ll y Wi_•\md.ect, · vhich tbe:v 
SD.Il/ �s a :hrem to p�aGe el se-whe! >: li'g'ypr s ai-Ahraw w0ekl; !eared <'the spe,:tre of a olood;?atb and 
chao�.,"�� ding rha:. ' the n:!lli:�nt turmoil GOl!l.d quic:kiy &}Jill ovt!r lran�s bcrd{:rs and engulf !he entire 
r�gion!' An. editorial in Saudi .:\r2.bia's ai-\\-.atan described 6.;:: sirumi,o(' <.15 '"wor.rismm:!" adding t..�at 
"t!1e stability ofitJ.:n d..:-1es not only :n'itter t.:· the poUti.:al sy:';tem in Iran, it matter& to 2.li nei?;'\1bourL11g 
:ountries ru:td thr� reg1on in genera�.,., 

Sometime' thfre ·; ... ·us a hint of (�cha .. :!eni'leu dc in C•)f:"llnt�ntazy, as in 'T:1riq il�Hz.mid'� anrtlysi� for �h;; 
pan.ftA!'ab al�Sharq al·Awsat: "The 1�J.lemational·Ximmunity, whid: ·�1sed to s2:y that lra:n 1\-'3� :1 
democrau...:: :.�ate and was oapable o£· solving regiN1al is1:i1,.es, realiz;:xl tbat it c a:;mot even re:;o:ve it: 
mtema} pzoblems" Bu� "'Titing, in Belrut .. s D;.;ily Star. Ra.'11i Ki'Knrri <Oxpn�;:;sed a d;f:i;,�r�m view. ''.A..rnb 
regirne� and leader$ have: '1.\Y.nkd Clemselves into a iose-lo .':le sit:ua[ior:: wht:r�by ili<':y would h; tm.b.api;Y 
H<nc Iranian :egirnc: sta:·,:�;it ir, p�y-':er, ar1d l:lt"l.lwppy if it we,:e re-:ncwed by popula! r:ha!lenge," Kho:.�ri 
VvT,;t�::. He b:lie;red AJ:ao vie,.,.;,:; ;�:dec�ed the ''3elf�inf:.icted politic:d �ncc,heJ'e:t;ce ar:,d rnedlocdty �.h.ar are 
ha!..lm0.!h c·h�he modern A.rab '1\'or.ld." 

l�lear:.\.Vh: �t. .. l/�!_f!.�ft1C(�'. ·::ont1nue•..:t :..!J �C.�. �\-1!� 3it1.��tton pti ':J.�.ri�:· in. tt� · r1n:� �)f' 1 �Iali.�l.7 :) rf:latiOtr�\ �.i� 
Pr<;sident (lb;.iT!ld's s.:c•::;-;d st;lt�:n�n � on the vio:ertcf. r�cei\'cc g�:�n.eraJJy pvsiti.V¢ ,;ove:nge I: 'xas "an :ol;:;T 
l)frealism," s�ud. Tht Washington f'osL adding r.ha( ;'\:be b.u.ge stakes '::>fti.:;is str'J�glc; and Ill·� l;kd.iho:;oJ. 
t�cat it Wt;l persi�:i for \.l.fe<?.ks or montl:s require a fu.:n.:l:1mental change ;.n U S posture." ';Obanw sh<'.rpo;:n� 
r�S}K·nsc •..:-n Iran," said ttl,� h�ad!me i.n. USA Today, •,;lfr...i.le 'f'Le wan Sn·ut Jottr:ua ) '·i;c.iG(iiTI�-d \V\:,;:tt i't 
hopf..;d was "the beg:nning uf a !:!igr. i fica:nt sb.tft i.n the \Vbite Hcmse'·�� broader �-fid.1�le East st�ah:'gy." 

Trita ParsJ , o uc· red l;•, Th.: ��-'"'' 't"orK. Timt��-. ·,vas ar:.on�� S::''e;:a.l ·.::: . .:rn.mF.:mato:s who bdiev�d. .. "" -· 

\\'::-..shingtcn 1vcm.id have :r.t<..� ch�·i.::e but tc) s.c<:�le back i�s diplomaTic arn bi'!:ion� fo.- re.btions with lran 

( �-... 



But C•til•�r V0iCC'3 �:mtmu�d th '1 in ttl<' lot J � 1.'1:1:!1, U?.plo::1 • .a:y •;v:.",s tht• cnl.y t>'•t!! ' '  d�al , ... -: th the I ·anian 
gc•·,n;mrnent. Gi.'ITi1tt.tly' :; Du Tage5:spiegd q 1;.ot�d .::Jep 1ty Foreig:J l\.L1ister Gernot I:ncr as S£t�·mg thzn 
therr! >vas ·'::o ('et::'i istic �ltemative to negoliatir;g fi.trtr"er \'.rlth 1 ::hran nnd to per�mading it of the "benefit� 
of c:ooperari ·.·e bel!avimt.r" An editoriEl iJ."l Is.\amatad':;  Tbe Po1Jt concr.r::r;;d :  "T�u: opp.::rtu..'lity t.:.1 engage 
Iran in a dialo gue should r�ot h'! i.ost . . . . t'J.e U S  ::.nd (Jth�:I Western Ci)tlfit.t.\es should 1rv to look ,,t tlte issue 
lit au objec...:ivo::: man.!ler� r ar.her than ex:pk·h the crisis to rnal<:e political g<?.im; ." 

e.��-�J.AJ.J \JU:l!& Ew.n be:tore i.t ')p;;·u�ci , ,J:i�;:ro •:-.7er c  mixed ::eviews cf th1: General A:.; fernbl:> ' G High ;_ . evi, M�.:-t:J.:g �,':1 tl;7. 
ri.:·J<'.nctal Cn:5! 5 ,  with '\Vescs.:n ol:ltlets . .  , pa.rtkt;,lar c ften reducing their n<::v•�· C(�'i-cnr;'.:: tG br it.::f pi cc�s or 
rocu.sing o:::l v:;:)· �.eni.o: Wester.:l lead::rs · �vere nN atte·::::t(�l.u.g: So:::ne Typi.caJ headhnf;:!; i:r-.ch.lu<ed ""';.:rN 
Finance Summit a Bust'� (CBS) a!ld � 'High hopes tt�J L� Financial Su.Dlrnit appear dashd" (AP) 
"N1.m1erous de">;;io�.>ment agem�i es have expre:.lSi:.�ci. doubt that the UN confemnce will achiev� 31lylhk8 
concrete,' '  r�poneci GenJ.lm�./'5 :f)t�ut�che \Yelle . A.,� 'Lhe meeting dre w to a dose, Reuters said the fin al  
docun1ent Vtas expecre�3 t o  (: a:U.  for "j.ucreasing .;;<,:,ope\'C�.tion" berv.·een 1l.tr; UN r.;J�d global fimmc iai bod.i;;.-s , 
\Vithout spe(;ifYing what this wou�d �m�ril, or !i:::ttj:o.g ·)Ut ::.t forrnaJ fol1o'"- ·Up pr-::ce-�!5 . 

1=h�� Secnet:r.ry .. G_eneHJ' s con::meEts to the meeting wer.:: 'ii·::kea �rp by rr:aj or '•'-rires aRci. were rerlorted in 
a.n arrc_ y cf crutle�:s, :rorr� The .ndian E:xpr�s:§ :!lnd Nigeria' s 'Ih(: Sun to VOr� ... , a):J �zn�rn a:id China · s 
CCTV. ' !An Apper:J on Beh.a:E u��the .P.:.1or," w as the br:adJme ;:hoseri fer a. sho:rt n.:.ws piece by AP, 
pwbl!shr.,d by Th<t: N.;w l'o:rk Th:ne'>. Outkts fbcu:;ed on lhe Sf.· . .;,:r.;:t<?.ry�Gene.raJ ' �:  ".' <"!rrJl�.g Inal tile imp:::.� t 
�..�u he g�ob<:.l .:c(J\j::: rnic cri si s c.ouM la�t t�:r years ·,�·ith m.Ulion.:; of far:cili_c.s p1.1.s :t;-d i.:W.i J,!OV�:.tv. :BS 
si'lid Ban' s ntE·ssa::;;e Wf!s clea.r: "Developing '�ountri�s tiile the 'lic:tin:o.�. of the filw.nci;; ;  ;;.ri::;it:: and they ne ec�. 
mom;y , " 

In &. · ('F:ade t:rencl, rt�ar;y V/estt:rn 0 1.' \ls:ts rare piece�· �:d!...,ist� and expe:.r::.-·lvho ?;'�re ·r:ughly critical of 
\''iestt� kade�·;:; Sur.:h authors included 'Nick Dearden of  the Jtibiiee D:tbt C.?.n'lp:ii.gn 1 r. ·rhc Gwudian 
(1 >"' d l, ,r ·  J, - l E ,  . .. , f (., [1 ' � · ·· · ' · -l � - �"' , · - . l , ,  ·� ..� H · ·h .. . , . , .... ,; . • t. . l�.t ... • .. , -... . -...J an •• :�. l C ,;:: , - .�, g-:. r •) .• , - .l3l.�e . , . u, t h  ���� l Lz.er ann s �. ··t cures, "''• o �cett..r . . ., lL1e , ,  e., . d. 
<3:tl';!m.ptl.:1g t..::, lnc..: gi-::�<:Jize Ut; rJJ.; ' s ; o l�:· in ·�he ii.Jwnd;;.J ei:.d.:; . Under th<> he!lii1w.e ' ·Rich nat�on� shl.lt crwt 
the 1J1...; ," D;;;G!'den :;aid G20 1ead�rs h&\<1 ma1.k clear in .tl;:pd Ui.a� :hey be) kved. t.'h15! UN '::;  ro l e  sh0uld. be 
to "nH'r�itor tllc irnpac;t of :he cr.isi.::: ,)n the J)Oo:-est 'll'id uw.st \'lU.t'.erable " 

In an op-ed i1" S�x1.i. ·.1 · �, El Pais, J (.)t.'l.<{Uin E:;�t1f�nia said ill�� ru:: n .. "J.tt·end,:,ncc .� f (}? •:) i.tac-:r;; •;bowed thc:ir 
"det:1.dht1.e:r.:r" h·::�rr' ' ·�!rc mc6r re:prz:•i·;;nr.e:.Tive mu1 ti tater:JJ. in�:ti:mtlon. " Jtl?.n·Paul Pierot, writing n. 
Fraw.:r' : �  t 'Humanite,  l ik:;�wi.se o served tb.at the ri..!A5c:ti.ng wa::: tak.L.lff pia,;t anud "total politic.al ::md 
rcedia Ludiffcrenr.e, " ad.db::,g fc.at y,;b.en he .;:ppeared I:Jf:fore the� Oenere'.l .As.!e.mbly lam year, Pre�ident 
S:-::.d�oz}· bad ig:;.ored the d.ebilte on the �viDG ' s ' 'de;.;ph� the desp-era.te effort$. of. the UN Secretar-y-· 
General : .Ban Ki-mo o.::1 ."  hoff."ssor Ross Buck.\ev, v.rri. ri rH� in .�-'\.ust.rJ.iia ' s  Canberra Time$ , praised tbe 
�.iN Cor; .. :m:issi.on' s pr.Jp(tsats r�_nd said t.t.e c urr;;;nt fi.r.u-tr1,;i:i1 !l)'St�m. rec::embled "a pl<:.Yf!JO '.lr.td v.1thout 
rules in v.,·;:J ich (J;:.;:: bigge"t hulli� :> v.in. , . Buckley .s?.id that th� G20 wa$ c.cti r;.g Qnly in its own int.;r ;.sts . 
and that f.l..:t'.'J.ough Lt't<i: CS w·Yu.id nut 3upport refOr-m, " th�, reet of the ·;,.;'orh\ nmst" 

Cl ,·e·wh"'�e ·n· "t' '  �P t i ,"rs r:p')C"i'"" d o o '· '- ' '' >1 r.>th·t ·· c : n t 11i': aim" �Jf tt l '" ·nedin rr A 1".'-::J.;c.al piec�:· in ...... .... ' . ....... :· !  • "' _,. ,_. � � ....... \.- -·� 
f 

- ... . _;. �.. ' .. 'JI .... .. '�t' ' 'J • • " ' w .. . .. - .... �· -- � �- " J .  " . .. . . ' <�� . ..  

i)amuna s Am t>n(':i Pam.mtl;, CJr.r,!:n·:::nted that "r(cb .  im:lustrl�li:::��d countri::..s are ait>:.rnpting to 1.mdeq1l<;'.y ' . ' . l f . t. 1 .. ' . ' • ' 1.. ., f' . )'} ('h .. , U1e 1egm.::rute m e o. u.:�c \.!L'I :i.i1 tne Oll.go�.ng proces�. ot .>I;l OCl. econorrm: system r e  om1 . � mo. s 
Xinhua rep•.J:ted. �he go•· ��r:nment ' s  backi:ug for <i ''bigger TIN rol e  :\:n global fightin g &g::>i.:rist f:Ut<im::ia� 
coun�ries." New York�basC'd Chinese m ·:ii2. cited remarks by Chin2. ' s .:leputy perma.r:;ent ;.�.presentative 
Liu Zhenrrt:n that t':.c.: Chin.�se <:u:,·:� err.m::nt "at1ache::> gr:::at in:tp0!'t<rr1Ce Lo 6�; conf�ren.c e." Rus,;ia· s 

-· � 

,., ' •• ' •' ., ' ·-•''" -· • ., O ' >  •-· -- � ,. �• • •• •· -- ,,.,_ - · - • •- .,w .,. � •• •-- • ' , ., , _ __ , - ·- · - -• •••·-- ·•' •• - ••�•- ;,:. "' ' ""''• � • o '• ' "- ., ,. , 



R0ssijsk.li'ya (;a.r..thi !3.!l J pit.ce oy deputy F:rrei,'>:)l Mh1ister Ah!X�t1der Yt!.kOVt'r'lk<:l, J.r: ,vJ.·j<;h he 
d.e:;1.�r: bed the mcdir:g 3.s ·- 'a la..rdmark event: atd called fo r  the hn�nch - - ' 'on a u;...; platform"· -- of r, 
CL>mpr::hensi·ve: re�vn.stru .. �tio.n of the globa.t eo;:onomie :;;yste;o-L 

E m outlet; L.'1d11ding P .. ustria ' s  lkr Sta1n dard des1�ribd prepamt.t0115 for the �urrt�r�:.11ce as "c.h.wt!c" 
Rr1d. repqrtea thai '.L.OS{ ..,..,.or-ld lead·�rs were- $taying a'.vay. Rt.u .ters quot(�d aip1omats as sayL'lg the 
rnet:.ting 'v\a3 a ' '_jJ Jke. ' a ''uagedy" at:.:.c.! a "wast� of ti1n::,': and sa.id th�' ;.H�d ac;ci� "-��d .'-\.ssee.1bly Pres ident 
i\Jiguel d � Es�oto ;. tu·:krna:rm of h'iJ. ackin2 the mceti:::£" m order ta n'..lt c8cita.!l.Sm un L>"ia.l . CBS :;:ajd ...,. v t" ,\ 

"alrnc-.:>t no t'lne s.howed up. )' and ·;;:iis among several outkts to speculate t.�-q_t world leaders may have 
been put oif by Ir Bscow ' �  backgrmmd as !om.1er Swdir.:.ista :or��ign mii.Lister and serri.or advisor to 
}'residem·Ortcgz.. 

CLll\1.A Tt: ..kliAl'1J]� 
Tw•· events (YI!�;.r the pi?..st week )l�lped w draw additional medi.a attention tc �l�c is-sue of cll:n.a. • ,.-ll:mge 
\:i.! d ihe !.)'� ' :- ::?forts to pf+.�mote s vi1al i-mem.at.o:aal ae�ord an it. 

· ;Jlt s�netur:·· --G �""C!'ill ' � j oi;'tt an.rtOtlilGCFBent v.·if� N ::-w �-CJJ.'.{ LYia.)'Cl \1khacl Bk:('lt1 b,eT _· about his 
clirhate chang�- :n1.m.nnt ru c elir1ate Week NYC �en�rated reportlng by mternatio.nal \.Vir�s and also 
prc.n:pted :rome. mtercst b:nn local outlets . '\.VNYC radio., fi�.·r exa:.:1plo: , highl.\ghted the ''dirnat� cha.:nge 
week,'' ':vhich it sald  W<)uk be h<=i.d in New York around the 8\.ltr:m.it called by E:sn Oll 22 Sept(.nlber .  
Xinhua \�as arno::lg �1ut.iet.s to quote the Secretary-GeneraJ a:'l :;aying th�t so fm-, the 'iNOrld '::;  rcsp•:_.nse to 
tile cb�ller:.ge of cLmate change had been ';less tha."l suitl6o:nt"  The IuterPrt�sServite (IPS) ran ar;. 
upbeat r-eport ()lJ.O!iug extensively from t.he Secretary-Generah nevt5 conferenc-e. "GrO\.,.fug 'li S  supp(::r-: 
f.-.)r ";,;� in:f at( v es is raising hope� 2.lX1.ong those vvho v;ant to see the \Vorld coiT!!rt.mjty take immt;d.ia1e 
:;tnd �;ODcrek- ac!km t'J tuck�e cli.rua<c change ," said the ne\A'S �en;y . ln their dispatch�C\$ on �he press 
<:.:lnf�: ences, s:v::::rai C ;Jtlets pointec out the "tree-lined" location f(.il tll.e �� ver..t. 

:.r: t:1e Nh�t.r de'/("· l o�ar; ea• th,e b:1.mch of'!he c arnpaign by :\d a§'.'mde:;; i.n S \lpp•)rt of tJ:. �. U�)i 't(, "S e::1l th.e 
·�-B_· _<�J:l' 1.�1 ' '1�openh�.gt'1' ' clso a::trac;1:t;d somt a�Ter'!ti.vn f:on, r\rajor me:.ba outlet:> (Cl�N, �K - � n�e 

Guardhw), a s  wdl. a s  from several .._..,utlets special.izir1g in pubE c ielat ions cUld. mttrketing 
(l\:ied iap(l;;;i,com, PRNewswire) _ The Sec:retw·y-GeEera.: was w�deJ:v quc,ttld i n C�h·�r3.ge, part1cuJ2.1 •} 'hi � 
..i� . .::1.-r: ti•.:;n of ciim:.-lte change a;:; "o-ne e>f fl;e <::pl( c a!�enu.es :f1cm.g t1·1i �. and future ger:erations:1 as w.:;lJ 
as hi·! ca� ] for " 'a glob.'li move-me ;tt t1aat ltwl;:il-iz�::; :eal chaf'.ge" and his s�at.enlf..!i1t :h\>c rh · ch.m.?ai.grr '-'is 
a :l0 u'c glob�l ac:don fo1 3 �Jobal c-limare reat;· and ;.t ber;cr f1xmu:: or hu.�na.rikind.. " 

The: q;np@gn dr�\::.r s .:Ir;"e p�se. for it& "· us·tJs:l' ' and "eyeH.: a"c.-r�:g" :_;:.og.ll · nJ i�,s use vf "'ope-:-: ­
·>.:.hiTc:�''' :.:<>.mp1ign.\r1g -· � ±'! use of a website to serve C:t& tl'1e c:amprugn ln�b; wbe.te \i::;i'iors C<"J1 cont..."ib..:te 
r.he�-r thoug.�ts mtd feelin_gs on c.lim.at.; change; which vvili be imeg:rated into n.t:'\.V �,_,r,tent. GN;"{ said th<� 
in:.ti3tive "i_:> aiming to g:enerme :a'-tive i.rl te;:es� and persuade the IJu�blic-. i!)tO believing they ha...-e �- say in 
;he r1egotiL1tians b::tweer� world leaders that will ratify a new global climate treaty." b: q110teC. the 
direclc-r of the tu�t:t'!tatk•r,al Ad'vertisjng Associari on '"'.rho called th� ::cahri�:ln of r:::�eu:a compani�s 
;nv,:;lvt)d '\.mp!��c:edenttd.'" A business blog on The Wall Street .JoJ.lrn�l website saicl the Ut'.; was 
:n.tployi:ng "'Tw-i'iter-lik� rD.es5age:o:" to press1..1r::! world leaders t.:) ::1dopt· a t:1e-a:n i.ngi'ul dJ.r:i.at.a tr�<lty. B'nt 
tbe ccc�.ervativ·:: The New .�e:·ka:a> which publishes skepti1�al aJ'tJ.des on .:.!ima1e cl:ange, hal� a 

. I ,_ • l . , . 1.. • . ·. l l  d •\. . ,  b' . • .  d. 1 , ., .. t' " i  t I' ;:egatrvt ta;.(e on the campa1gr., . aoe.wg wuat 1t C<:l . .ue t.J.�e · ·-� 'Iqmtous nope an c;;<:Jlg�· · · ;,1\:me- .o n ry 
meanir�g:.:?ss" :1s <! r�·s1.dt ,)f its "o;;emse and disregard of ecoMrni<;, �,.::, ienti fi.c and :;o ..::ial re:l: iti e.s ." 

* "' "' "' "'  

•. •.•. . ,. • •••• • •• - • • ' ' "" ' • • •  • ·  ••'·' •  - · ·  , . .  ,, , .  _ _ .  .... , "'*• •--•• -·---.-••-•• • - .>' ••'· . ,• "' ow • ._, ......_ __,_. _ _ _ .,. .,.,.�. •'" "'· '' ' · · •· :.••• N• .I." , . �  . . .. �•· • ·, _ ·· ·- - · -·" --···· _.,_ ..., ___ • •• ' • � ., t · • • •• ··• · · ·• • ' '' .; 

• -"'> 
I j 



NOTE TO THE SECRETARY -GE,RAL 
(through Mr. Nambiar) � 

DPI Weekly Press Review 

With Iran continuing to attract keen media interest around the world, this week' s  
Press Review examines the latest trends in the coverage, particularly the reaction to your 
statement. 

Your appeal for an immediate end to the violence received predominantly favourable 
news coverage, including in Western outlets. 

In this context it is interesting to note that although Iran' s critical response to your 
statement was widely reported, it ended up actually contributing to a largely positive 
portrayal of your stance as a leader who spoke out strongly for freedom and human rights and 
who stood up to authority. 

Your warning about the impact of the global economic turmoil on the world' s  poor 
was a key thread in news reporting on your statement to the General Assembly' s  high-level 
meeting on the financial crisis .  As the Press Review points out, however, the meeting in 
general drew mixed reviews, with Western outlets tending to dismiss the event as a waste of 
time. 

At the same time, Western leaders themselves came under fire from an array of 
experts whose op-ed pieces criticized the leading industrialized nations for their 
"detachment" from the UN as a unique multilateral organization. In that context, it appears 
your messages on the financial crisis - in part highlighted in your letter to the G-8 summit -­
could find a receptive audience ahead of next month' s  summit in Italy.  

The final segment of the review looks at the coverage of two climate change-related 
events - your j oint press conference with Mayor Bloomberg and the launch of the 
"Hopenhagen" campaign - both of which helped to draw media attention to your stance on 
this vital issue. 

Thank you. 

cc : Mr. Akasaka 
Mr. Kim 
Mr. Orr 
Mr. Meyer 
Ms.  Montas 

Ahmad Fawzi 
Officer-in-Charge 

26 June 2009 
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P r o d u c e d  b y  N e w s  a n d  M e d i a  D i v i s i o n , D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  I n fo r m a t i o n  

UN response 
The Secretary-General ' s  urging of an immediate end to the violence, and the reaction of the Iranian 
authorities to his statement, were a maj or news point in outlets around the world, particularly midweek. 
"UN ' s Ban urges halt to use of force in Iran," proclaimed a Reuters headline that captured the main 
thrust of reporting on the statement. 

Iran ' s  reaction to the Secretary-General statement was another key thread in the coverage. "Ban . . .  called 
on Iran to respect the ' will of the people ' after the disputed presidential poll, but Tehran accused him of 
' meddling, ' "  said the BBC in a typical report. Many Western outlets quoted an Iranian foreign ministry 
spokesman as saying that the Secretary-General had damaged his credibility in the eyes of "independent 
countries" by "ignorantly fol lowing some domineering powers which have a long record of uncalled-for 
interference in other countries '  internal affairs and colonization."  

While those comments triggered a spate of headlines about Iran ' s  criticism of the UN leader, outlets 
worldwide tended to report the exchange in the context of Iranian efforts to blame the crisis on foreign 
interference.  As a result, the Iranian authorities were often described as "lashing out," "turning on" or 
"taking aim" at the Secretary-General for his strong statement on the need to stop arrests and the use of 
force against the protestors . (The New York Times, al-Jazeera, AP, The Brisbane Times, Ha'aretz, 
The Times [UK] , among others) . In that sense, the media' s approach showed certain similarities to the 
coverage of Iranian allegations against President Obama. An impression one got from much of the 
reporting was of a Secretary-General who was aligned with the forces of freedom and the voice of youth 
in Iran, and who stood up for human rights while speaking truth to power. 

In limited commentary on the UN' s  role, a negative note was struck by Claudia Rosett whose piece in 
Forbes.com criticized the Organization for what she called "a thundering silence ."  She described Ban ' s  
approach a s  "lukewarm," adding : "Surely top UN officials such a s  Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 
should be leading the charge for liberty and j ustice, with the strongest possible criticism and measures 
against the Iranian regime?" Rosett also accused UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay 
of paying too much attention to "the small print" and ignoring the bigger picture . Countering that 
charge, the UN-focused blog UN Dispatch praised Pillay ' s  comments as "probably as tough a statement 
as can be expected from the UN Secretariat or its agencies," and said it trod the difficult line between 
"standing up for human rights - which is the right and proper role of the UN - and meddling in the 
electoral politics of a member state ."  

Towards the end of the week, Nobel laureate Shirin Ebadi ' s  call for the UN to send an envoy to  Iran was 
reported by Reuters and Deutsche Welle, with most pick-up in European outlets . 

Friends and neighbours mull implications 
There continued to be many regional variations in analysis of the week ' s  events. Russian outlets 
generally took a low-profile stance but did not necessarily back the government' s  official acceptance of 
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the election result. A lengthy analysis on politikom.ru concluded that "it does not look conclusive that 
the results were rigged." For his part, anchor Konstantin Semin on Russia' s state-owned Rossiya TV 
said that the US Administration had not abandoned its programme to destabilize Iran, adding that if "the 
orange-green revolution" failed, the use of force against Iran would be "extremely likely ."  But a piece in 
Vedemosti questioned the position of Iran' s Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, and said that the 
regime could not last long through the use of "brute force ."  In a similar vein, analyst Georgiy Mirskiy 
told N ovaya Gazeta that "it will  gradually become clear that the Islamic regime is  not so solid and 
monolithic and no longer meets the requirements of the modem age," adding that even if the protests 
ended, a damaging "crack" would remain in the government. 

In Turkey, the press was divided over the situation, despite the fact that Turkish leaders sent a 
congratulatory message to President Ahmadinej ad.  (That move drew criticism from The Wall Street 
Journal, which saw as part of Turkish moves away from the West and towards Hamas and the Iranian 
regime) . Commentators in a range of papers, including Radikal, Milliyet and Vatan, believed the 
Iranian government had lost its popular legitimacy, and there was a widespread view that electoral fraud 
had been committed.  It was noteworthy that in general, the media did not appear to see Turkey as a 
maj or player in the crisis .  S ami Kohen, writing in Milliyet, said that while the turmoil was al) internal 
Iranian matter, "this should not prevent Turkey from stating what it thinks about what is happening in its 
neighbourhood." But in the main, debate centred on whether the protests represented a serious threat to 
the ruling regime, with mixed conclusions. "Thi�ing that a kind of ' revolution' like those in Ukraine 
and Georgia will  happen seems fanciful," said Hadi Uluengin in Hurriyet; but Ibrahim Karagul in Yeni 
Safak believed "the situation is very serious, even if it is not a counter-revolution."  

Many commentators in the Arabic press believed that the regime had been fatally wounded, which they 
saw as a threat to peace elsewhere . Egypt' s  al-Ahram weekly feared "the spectre of a bloodbath and 
chaos," adding that "the resultant turmoil could quickly spill over Iran ' s  borders and engulf the entire 
region." An editorial in Saudi Arabia' s al-Watan described the situation as "worrisome," adding that 
"the stability of Iran does not only matter to the political system in Iran, it matters to all neighbouring 
countries and the region in general . "  

Sometimes there was a hint of schadenfreude i n  commentary, a s  i n  Tariq al-Hamid' s  analysis for the 
pan-Arab al-Sharq al-Awsat: "The international community, which used to say that Iran was a 
democratic state and was capable of solving regional issues, realized that it cannot even resolve its 
internal problems." But writing in Beirut ' s  Daily Star, Rami Khouri expressed a different view. "Arab 
regimes and leaders have worked themselves into a lose-lose situation whereby they would be unhappy 
if the Iranian regime stayed in power, and unhappy if it were removed by popular challenge," Khouri 
wrote . He believed Arab views reflected the "self-inflicted political incoherence and mediocrity that are 
hallmarks of the modem Arab world."  

Meanwhile, US outlets continued to see the situation primarily in terms of lran-US relations, and 
President Obama' s  second statement on the violence received generally positive coverage. It was "an act 
of realism," said The Washington Post, adding that "the huge stakes of this struggle and the likelihood 
that it will  persist for weeks or months require a fundamental change in US posture ."  "Obama sharpens 
response on Iran," said the headline in USA Today, while The Wall Street Journal welcomed what it 
hoped was "the beginning of a significant shift in the White House ' s  broader Middle East strategy. "  

Trita Parsi , quoted b y  The New York Times, was among several commentators who believed 
Washington would have no choice but to scale back its diplomatic ambitions for relations with Iran. 
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But other voices cautioned that in the long run, diplomacy was the only tool to deal with the Iranian 
government. Germany' s  Der Tagesspiegel quoted Deputy Foreign Mnister Gernot Erler as saying that 
there was "no realistic alternative to negotiating further with Tehran and to persuading it of the benefits 
of cooperative behaviour."  An editorial in Islamabad' s The Post concurred :  "The opportunity to engage 
Iran in a dialogue should not be lost . . .  the US and other Western countries should try to look at the issue 
in an obj ective manner, rather than exploit the crisis to make political gains . "  

FINANCIAL CRISIS 
Even before it opened, there were mixed reviews of the General Assembly ' s  High Level Meeting on the 
Financial Crisis, with Western outlets in particular often reducing their news coverage to brief pieces or 
focusing on why senior Western leaders were not attending. Some typical headlines included "UN 
Finance Summit a Bust" (CBS) and "High hopes for UN Financial Summit appear dashed" (AP) . . 

"Numerous development agencies have expressed doubt that the UN conference will achiev� anything 
concrete," reported Germany' s. Deutsche Welle. As the meeting drew to a close, Reuters said the final 
document was expected to call for "increasing cooperation" between the UN and global financial bodies, 
without specifying what this would entail ,  or setting out a formal follow-up process. 

The Secretary-General ' s  comments to the meeting were picked up by maj or wires and were reported in 
an array of outlets, from The Indian Express and Nigeria' s The Sun to VOA, al-Jazeera and China' s 
CCTV. "An Appeal on Behalf of the Poor," was the headline chosen for a short news piece by AP, 
published by The New York Times. Outlets focused on the Secretary-General ' s  warning that the impact 
of the global economic crisis could last for years with millions of families pushed into poverty. CBS 
said Ban ' s  message was clear :  "Developing countries are the victims of the financial crisis and they need 
money. "  

I n  a notable trend, many Western outlets ran pieces b y  activists and experts who were highly critical o f  
Western leaders . Such authors included Nick Dearden o f  the Jubilee Debt Campaign i n  The Guardian 
(UK) and Michel Egger of Alliance Sud in Switzerland' s  24 Heures, who accused the West of 
attempting to marginalize the UN ' s  role in the financial crisis .  Under the headline "Rich nations shut out 
the UN," Dearden said G20 leaders had made clear in April that they believed the UN' s  role should be 
to "monitor the impact of the crisis on the poorest and most vulnerable . "  

In an op-ed i n  Spain ' s  El Pais, Joaquin Estefania said the non-attendance of G20 leaders showed their 
"detachment" from "the most representative multilateral institution." Jean-Paul Pierot, writing in 
France ' s  L'Humanite, likewise observed that the meeting was taking place amid "total political and 
media indifference," adding that when he appeared before the General Assembly last year, President 
Sarkozy had ignored the debate on the MDG ' s  "despite the desperate efforts of the UN Secretary­
General, Ban Ki-moon. "  Professor Ross Buckley, writing in Australia' s Canberra Times, praised the 
UN Commission' s proposals and said the current financial system resembled "a playground without 
rules in which the biggest bullies win. "  Buckley said that the G20 was acting only in its own interests, 
and that although the US would not support reform, "the rest of the world must ."  

Elsewhere, many outlets appeared to be sympathetic to the aims of the meeting. A typical piece in 
Panama' s America Panama commented that "rich, industrialized countries are attempting to underplay 
the legitimate role of the UN in the ongoing process of global economic system reform." China' s 
Xinhua reported the government' s backing for a "bigger UN role in global fighting against financial 
countries ."  New York-based Chinese media cited remarks by China' s deputy permanent representative 
Liu Zhenmin that the Chinese government "attaches great importance to the conference ."  Russia' s 
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Rossijskaya Gazeta ran a piece by deputy Foreign Minister Alexander Yakovenko, in which he 
described the meeting as "a landmark event : and called for the launch -- "on a UN platform" -- of a 
comprehensive reconstruction of the global economic system. 

But outlets including Austria' s Der Standard described preparations for the conference as "chaotic" 
and reported that most world leaders were staying away. Reuters quoted diplomats as saying the 
meeting was a "j oke," a "tragedy" and a "waste of time," and said they had accused Assembly President 
Miguel d' Escoto Brockmann of hij acking the meeting in order to put capitalism on trial . CBS said 
"almost no one showed up," and was among several outlets to speculate that world leaders may have 
been put off by D ' Escoto ' s  background as former Sandinista foreign minister and senior advisor to 
President Ortega. 

CLIMATE CHANGE 
Two events over the past week helped to draw additional media attention to the issue of climate change 
and the UN' s  efforts to promote a vital international accord on it. 

The Secretary-General ' s  j oint announcement with New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg about his 
climate change summit and Climate Week NYC generated reporting by international wires and also 
prompted some interest from local outlets . WNYC radio, for example, highlighted the "climate change 
week," which it said would be held in New York around the summit called by Ban on 22 September. 
Xinhua was among outlets to quote the Secretary-General as saying that so far, the world' s response to 
the challenge of climate change had been "less than sufficient ."  The InterPressService (IPS) ran an 
upbeat report quoting extensively from the Secretary-General ' s  news conference. "Growing US support 
for UN initiatives is raising hopes among those who want to see the world community take immediate 
and concrete action to tackle climate change," said the news agency. In their dispatches on the press 
conferences, several outlets pointed out the "tree-lined" location for the event.  

In the other development, the launch of the campaign by ad agencies in support of the UN to "Seal the 
Deal" in "Hopenhagen" also attracted some attention from maj or media outlets (CNN, UK' s  The 
Guardian), as well  as from several outlets specializing in public relations and marketing 
(Mediapost.com, PRNewswire) . The Secretary-General was widely quoted in coverage, particularly his 
description of climate change as "one of the epic challenges facing this and future generations," as well 
as his call for "a global movement that mobilizes real change" and his statement that the campaign "is 
about global action for a global climate treaty and a better future for humankind."  

The campaign drew some praise for its "unusual" and "eye-catching" slogan and its use of "open­
source" campaigning -- the use of a website to serve as the campaign hub, where visitors can contribute 
their thoughts and feelings on climate change, which will  be integrated into new content. CNN said the 
initiative "is aiming to generate active interest and persuade the public into believing they have a say in 
the negotiations between world leaders that will ratify a new global climate treaty. "  It quoted the 
director of the International Advertising Association who called the coalition of media companies 
involved "unprecedented . "  A business blog on The Wall Street Journal website said the UN was 
employing "Twitter-like messages" to pressure world leaders to adopt a meaningful climate treaty. But 
the conservative The New American, which publishes skeptical articles on climate change, had a 
negative take on the campaign, labeling what it called the "ubiquitous ' hope and change"' theme "totally 
meaningless" as a result of its "overuse and disregard of economic, scientific and social realities ."  

* * * * *  
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