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CASE NO. 35
THE JUSTICE TRIAL
TRIAL OF JOSEF ALTSTOTTER AND OTHERS

UNITED STATES MILITARY TRIBUNAL, NUREM-
BERG, 17TH FEBRUARY—-4TH DECEMBER, 1947

Liability for War Crimes, Crimes against Humanity and
Membership of Criminal Organisations of German Judges,
Prosecutors and Officials of the Reich Ministry of Justice.

Altstétter and the other accused in this trial were former
German Judges, Prosecutors or officials in the Reich
Ministry of Justice. All were charged with committing
war crimes and crimes against humanity between Septem-
ber, 1939, and April, 1945 and with conspiring between
January, 1933 and April, 1945 to commit such offences.
Several were also charged with membership of criminal
organisations as defined in the judgment of the Nurem-
berg International Military Tribunal.

The Count alleging conspiracy was attacked by Defence
Counsel and the Tribunal ruled that it had no jurisdiction
to try a defendant upon a charge of conspiracy con-
sidered as a separate offence.

One accused died before the opening of the trial and the
Tribunal declared a mis-trial as regards a second. Four
accused were found not guilty and the remaining ten were
held guilty of war crimes, crimes against humanity,
membership of criminal organisations, or of two or all
three of the foregoing. Sentences imposed ranged from
imprisonment for life to imprisonment for five years.

In its judgment the Tribunal dealt, inter alia, with the legal
basis of the Tribunal and of the Law which it applied, the
scope of the concept of crimes against humanity, the legal
position of countries occupied by Germany during the
war, the illegality of condemning to death nationals of
such territories for high treason against Germany, the
illegality of proceedings taken under the Nacht und
Nebel plan, and in general the legal aspects of the part
taken in furthering the persecution of Jews and Poles and
other aspects of Nazi policy by various of the accused
acting in their official or judicial capacities.
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LAW REPORTS OF TRIALS
OF WAR CRIMINALS

SELECTED AND PREPARED
BY THE UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES
COMMISSION

One of the aims of this series of Reports is to relate in summary
form the course of the most important of the proceedings taken
against persons accused of committing war crimes during the Second
World War, apart from the major war criminals tried by the
Nuremberg and Tokyo International Military Tribunals, but
including those tried by United States Military Tribunals at
Nuremberg. Of necessity, the trials reported in these volumes
are cxamples only, since the trials conducted before the various
Allied Courts number well over a thousand. The trials selected
for reporting, however, are those which are thought to be of the
greatest interest legally and in which important points of municipal
and international law arose and were settled.

Each report, however, contains not only the outline of the
proceedings in the trial under review, but also, in a separate section
headed ** Notes on the Case ™, such comments of an explanatory
nature on the legal matters arising in that trial which it has been
thought useful to include. These notes provide also, at suitable
points, general summaries and analyses of the decisions of the
courts on specific points of law derived primarily from a study of
relevant trials already reported upon in the series. Furthermore,
the volumes include, where necessary, Annexes on municipal war
crimes laws, their aim being to explain the law on such matters as
the legal basis and jurisdiction, composition and rules of procedure
on the war crime courts of those countries before whose courts the
trials reported upon in the various volumes were held.

Finally, each volume includes a Foreword by Lord Wright of
Durley, Chairman of the United Nations War Crimes Commission,

continued inside back cover
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