
Brief analysis of the General Assembly debate on the Annual Report of the
Secretary-General on the work of the Organization /(////

(7-8 October 2004) ' / / If

Unlike in the previous year, this debate focused exclusively on the Secretary-
General's annual report, leaving discussion on the Millennium Declaration implementation
report for a later date. Forty-three countries, mainly from the developing world, took the
floor, mostly at the level of Ambassadors. From the P-5, China and the Russian Federation
participated in the debate.

The report was welcomed as a very comprehensive document, which provides an in-
depth analysis of the performance, the progress made by and the shortcomings of the
Organization, as well as the challenges ahead. Member States agreed with the Secretary-
General's remark in the Introduction to the report that "the United Nations has been through
an extraordinarily challenging year". They also reiterated the need for a multilateral
approach to international problems and stressed the importance of the rule of law for world
order.

2005 Summit and the High-Level Panel's report
• Most delegations stressed the importance of the 2005 high-level event/Summit, as a

unique opportunity to review the commitments made in the Millennium Declaration and
to address the global development agenda in a comprehensive manner. A number of
countries underlined that development and security are mutually reinforcing.

• There was great anticipation regarding the report of the High-Level Panel on Threats,
Challenges and Change.

UN reform
• Geographical representation, transparency and democratic decision-making were the main

points raised with regard to Security Council reform. Pakistan made a strong statement
against the enlargement of the Council's permanent membership.

• Several countries underlined the need for revitalizing the General Assembly and
streamlining its work.

• Brazil focused on the importance of empowering ECOSOC, so as to enable it to make
crucial decisions on economic and social matters.

Peace and security
• Iraq was a central theme, with countries calling for a united effort by the international

community led by the UN, especially in view of the January elections.
• Several countries also made references to the situation in Afghanistan and the Middle

East.
• Very little mention was made of the Darfur conflict, with China acknowledging the

efforts made by the Sudanese Government and pointing out that the imposition of
sanctions would only "further complicate the problem".

• The Secretary-General's diplomatic skills in facilitating the handling of global threats to
international peace and security were praised by several countries. Canada applauded the
Secretary-General for his leadership in taking forward the process meant to integrate
conflict prevention across the UN funds and programmes.



15lib

• The importance of regional organizations was also underlined for the maintenance of
peace and security. In particular, many countries praised the role of the African Union and
called for support towards strengthening it. India, however, warned against the
regionalization of peacekeeping missions.

• Many speakers mentioned the fight against terrorism, while a significant number of
countries criticized the lack of progress on disarmament and called for increased efforts
to combat the threat of WMD proliferation.

Development Issues
• Sound domestic policies, complemented by an enabling international environment, were

said to be crucial to the achievement of the MDGs. Most developing countries expressed
concern at the feasibility of doing that by 2015. They reiterated the need for a strong
international commitment, especially on the part of the developed countries, to fulfill their
undertakings under the Monterrey consensus, as well as the need to establish a fairer
international trade system.

• Support was expressed for the Secretary-General's call to reach the 0.7 per cent of GNP
target for ODA.

• Several countries expressed the view that WHO and UNAIDS should seek to develop a
broader partnership with the private sector for the purpose of improving access to HIV
testing and treatment. It was stressed that the HIV/AIDS pandemic, as well as other major
diseases, require a coordinated response across sectors and the commitment of adequate
resources.

Humanitarian issues
• Almost every delegation commended the humanitarian activities of the UN and shared

the Secretary-General's concerns regarding the persistent underfunding of humanitarian
activities.

• Japan highlighted the fact that an effective strategy for disaster reduction is a key to
attaining sustainable development.
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