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The Deputy Secretary-General

SUBJECT

OBJET: Information and Communication Technology (ICT) Strategy Report

1. Thank you for your memorandum of 22 July and the attached draft ICT report. I would
like to reiterate my request that we delay issuance of a final version for several months. I
was not aware of any commitment to submit this report at the beginning of the 57 session of
the General Assembly.

2. As you know, my office is currently focussing its energies on delivering the Secretary-
General's reform report to the Assembly at the end of September. This report will raise
several proposals that have significant ICT implications. I wish to flag these issues and
elaborate the details at a later date in the strategy document. You will agree that this subject
is one of the utmost importance, on which we cannot afford a second negative reaction in the
Assembly, risking further cuts to our ICT budgets.

3. In addition, I would not like us to go the Assembly before performing an initial review of
our own ICT Board, its work to date and its effectiveness as a coordination and joint policy-
setting mechanism. I await the first six-monthly report of that board with interest and intend
to discuss it at a future meeting of the Steering Committee on Management and Reform.
Following those discussions and subsequent to finalizing the reform report, we will be in a
much better position to review the draft of the ICT strategy document.

4. Please let me know if you have any problems with the suggested approach.
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