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Rimini , January 7, 2016 

Dear Mr Secretary-General, ( /Z__J_ 0 o,_ ho : I~ - 0 I a- ~ .J._ _) 

I 
I have the great pleasure of inviting you to the XXXVII annual Meeting for Friendship Amongst 

J Peoples, which will take place at the Rimini Fiera, in Italy, from Friday, August 19 to Thursday, August 25 , 
with the theme: "You are a good for me." 

I I would also like to thank you for the inspiring words of your greeting video message which 
officially the 2015 Edition of the Meeting. Your words were extremely appreciated and shared by the dozens 
of thousands of participants joining the event. In particular you stated: "we will adopt a new Sustainable 
Development Agenda to transform our world by the year 2030. Working together, we can do it. I believe in 
the power of people, ideals, and the human heart. I thank you for coming together to imagine a better world 
and to build it." 

Since 1980 the Meeting has also tried to share experiences, ideals, testimonies and encounters with 
people in order to share and build together that friendship amongst peoples which is paramount to build a 
better world. 

During the last year ' s opening ceremony you mentioned the unprecedented flows of refugees and 
internally displaced people, as well as the need to aim at a new global agreement on human mobility by 
investing more political energy not only to prevent and terminate conflicts but also to tackle human rights ' 
violations. Your closing words expressed the need to keep on trusting world people's ability to get together 
fo r the common good. 

These words sounded particularly consistent with the theme and title for this year ' s edition of our 
international event: "You are a good for me". Namely the Meeting 2016 will focus on the human nature and 
its relationship with the other. As a matter of fact men and women need each other to share wishes, projects, 
endeavors, efforts, fears and sorrows: to share the reason for their existence. Our far-reaching challenge is to 
look at the others in a new way, not simply to tolerate what is different, but to perceive and rely on any 
"you" as an invaluable asset for our "I" that needs it in order to live. 
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\ 
Therefore, it is with renewed conviction, Mr. Secretary-General, that I invite you to participate in our 

Meeting. We know that the Meeting dates are not easy to be matched with your schedule; however, we still 
hope to be able to host you in order to make this year's edition even more memorable. 

) 
We remain available at your earliest convenience to facilitate your participation and attendance at the 

Meeting. Our vice-director and congress manager, Mr. Marco Aluigi , would be very happy to provide you 
with more detailed information regarding our invitation and to discuss your availability with you and/or your 
staff. He may be contacted by cell phone, +39.335.5686245, office phone, +39.0541.783100, fax 
+39.0541.786422, or e-mail marco.alu igi(@,meetingrimin i.org. 

Let me conclude by expressing my hope for a positive response from you and by taking this 
opportunity to send you my very best wishes for a Happy New year. 

Please accept, Mr Secretary-General, the assurance of my highest consideration. 

Prof. Emilia Guarnieri 

Presidet) 
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XXXVII Edition of the Meeting for Friendship Amongst Peoples 

August 19-25, 2016 - Rimini Fiera - Italy 

Our current historical context is characterized by a profound crisis that has as its consequence a general air of 
mistrust when facing the present and looking to the future. Social and civil models of society that up to now 
had safeguarded the common good are crumbling; an entire generation, that of the NEET, have given up 
studying and working; the phenomenon of immigration and of refugees is inundating-unbridled and seemingly 
unstoppable- Italy and all of Europe; and the violence of terrori sm, as we saw in the tragic events in Pari s, is 
growing in an ever more threatening way. The other, what's different, what' s "outside," all appear to be 
threats, they come to be seen and are for the most part considered through the lens of instrumentalization and 
utilitarianism. 

In the midst of these dramatic circumstances, Pope Francis declared an Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy. "Mercy: 
the fundamental law that dwells in the heart of every person who looks sincerely into the eyes of his brothers 
and sisters on the path of life. Mercy: the bridge that connects God and man, opening our hearts to the hope of 
being loved forever despite our sinfulness." 

But human nature and reality itself point to the unavoidable need for a relation, a relationship, a continual 
encounter with reality as the primary necessity to discover the truth of oneself and of the world . Family, 
children, friends, colleagues, the poor person you meet by chance on the streets: they are challenges we have 
to come to terms with every day. Often the substitution of difficult relationships and "contacts" in flesh and 
blood with those that are more comfortable, automatic, and always available-but ultimately, absent-from the 
virtual world can generate a profound solitude, as well as the illusion of autonomy, of a final extreme freedom 
without any ties one depends upon. Men and women need others, to share their desires, plans, difficulties, 
sacrifices, fears and pain : to share the reason for their existence. Community is formed by and exists precisely 
for this. 

Man's " I," therefore, is first and foremost a history made up of faces, relationships and circumstances that play 
out over the course of time. 

How is it possible to look at others in a new way, not simply tolerating what's different, but intuiting and 
betting on the fact that "you" are and represent an ultimate positivity that "I" need to live? What makes a 
human position like that just described possible? 

The history of the 20th century, with its world wars, reminds us all of the attempts of various and opposing 
ideologies to eliminate each other, to eliminate the other : it brings back the memory of atrocious suffering and 
millions of deaths, but also that at a point in history it was possible to perceive the other-who up to a few days 
before was the enemy to fight-in their diversity, as an asset, as a good : it was precisely in that moment that 
Europe was born. In fact, without an experience of positivity capable of embracing everything and everyone, 
it' s impossible to begin again . 

Through exhibitions, performances, roundtables and witnesses, the 2016 Meeting in its variety of languages 
will tell stories of integration and of forgiveness, it will focus on the great emergencies we face today, and will 
give the protagonists of culture and expression the chance to speak. It will confront the challenges of 
technology of innovation, attempt to look at work and the economy without moralistic demonizing, and it will 
bring together cross sections of history gone by. We also hope that the next Meeting can be an explosion of the 
beauty of a positivity and a hope capable of attracting the freedom of all people and make them desire change 
for themselves, and change for the world . 
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THE "MEETING FOR FRIENDSHIP AMONGST PEOPLES" 
SUMMARY NOTE 

The Rimini Meeting is considered as one of the most important cultural and popular events 
in Europe which has been held in Rimini every year since 1980 during the last week of August. It is 
first and foremost a meeting of peoples of different faiths and cultures, a place of friendship where 
peace, co-existence and friendship among peoples are built through encounters, exhibits, and 
performances of international relevance. Each year the Meeting hosts world representatives of 
diverse religions, cultures and ethnic groups, as well as political leaders, intellectuals and artists, 
executives, opinion-makers , and eminent scientists, who address audiences of over ten- thousand 
people. 

The aim of the Meeting is the whole world. As a matter of fact, it tries to address the 
fundamental questions and needs which lie in every man 's heart. By following St. Paul ' s 
encouragement to "Question everything and keep the real value", the Meeting challenges everyone 
to find the "good", the "beauty", the "truth" and "what is right" in any relationship, in any 
circumstance and 1 ife event. 

Its global outreach has become substantial. Every year, almost 800,000 visitors from over 70 
countries attend the Meeting. More than 800 accredited national and international journalists report 
on it with 8,000 press releases issued. The website gets almost a million hits a year 
(www.meetingrimini.org). All in all, the Meeting relies on 3,600 volunteers and consists of 100 
events, 300 speakers, 12 educational and multimedia exhibits, 23 performances and 10 sports 
events. It has been officially recognized by the DPI NGO (Department of Public Information Non
Governmental Organization) as a non-governmental organization worthy of United Nations 
accreditation. 

The Meeting is a real crossroads often ahead of its time, as the prophetic and sometimes 
anticipatory words of many of the Meeting 's guests have demonstrated over the last 30 years. The 
Meeting has had the honor to host some of the most important authorities from the international 
context. To name just a few, among the religious leaders: Pope John Paul II, the Dalai Lama, 
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, Cardinal Jean-Marie Lustiger, Mother Teresa of Calcutta, the Chief 
Rabbi of France Haim Korsia, the Orthodox Metropolitan Filaret, Rabbi David Rosen, the imam 
Tareq Oubrou, Rev. Prof. Habukawa of Koyasan; among the State Presidents: Giorgio Napolitano, 
Amre Moussa, Mary McAleese, Nassir Abdulaziz Al-Nasser, Lech Walesa, Ibrahim Rugova, 
Francesco Cossiga, Oscar Luigi Scalfaro; among the Government Leaders: Matteo Renzi, Enrico 
Letta, Mario Draghi, the First Lady of Afghanistan Rula Saade Ghani, Taieb Baccouche (Tunisian 
Minister of Foreign Affairs), Mario Monti, Tony Blair, Jose Maria Aznar, Romano Prodi, Silvio 
Berlusconi, Helmut Kohl, Carl Bildt, Gerhard Schroeder, Giulio Andreotti; among the Presidents of 
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European Institutions: Jose Manuel Barroso, Martin Schulz, Pat Cox, Hans-Gert Poettering, 
Simone Veil ; among the theologians and philosophers: Hans Urs von Balthasar, Jean Guitton, 
Augusto Del Noce, Stanely Hauerwas, Robert Spaemann, Remi Brague, Roger Scruton, Fabrice 
Hadjadj ; among the masters and the artists: Aharon Appelfeld, Chaim Potok, William Congdon, 
Eugene Ionesco, Andrei Tarovsky, Krzysztof Zanussi, Martha Graham, Jose Carreras, Ennio 
Morricone, Riccardo Muti, Pupi Avati; among the top managers and the opinion leaders: James 
Hogan, Edmond Alphandery, Hans-Werner Sinn, Franyois Michelin, Umberto Agnelli, Sergio 
Marchionne, James Murdoch, Clara Gaymard, Jacques Attali, Paolo Scaroni, Fulvio Conti, 
Nicholas Negroponte, Martin Sorrel, Taraq Ben Ammar; among the Nobel Prize winners and the 
famous scientists: Noam Chomsky, Jerome Lejeune, Yves Coppens, Carlo Rubbia, Jean Marie 
Lehn, John Polkingorne, Charles Townes, John Mather, George Smoot. 

At the Meeting, these leading figures meet an audience of thousands of young people who 
carefully listen to them, eager to learn something new and interesting for them and for their life. 

The Meeting for Friendship amongst Peoples is a prestigious opportunity for every 
European leader to convey strong and clear messages. As a matter of fact, it is not an elite event or 
a diplomatic convention for experts. It is a cultural and popular event whose real language is the 
language of truth, in other words the language of witness. 



New York, FEB - 8 2016 

I have the pleasure to forward a letter from the President of The Meeting for 
Friendship Amongst People foundation to the Secretary-General, H.E. Mr. Ban 
Ki-moon, inviting him to participate in the Rimini meeting during the last week of 
August in Italy. 

As you know the meeting is attended every year by 800.000 people from 
over 70 countries joined together to promote peace and friendship amongst people. 

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration. 

Mr. Edmond Mulet 
Chef de Cabinet of the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations 
New York 

Sebastiano Cardi 
Ambassador 


