
i V i A V .

TO: GUEKENNO, UNATIONS, NEW YORK

CC: PRENDERGAST, UNATIONS, NEW YORK
DE SOTO, UKFICYP, NICOSIA

FROM: WLOSOWICZ, UNFICYP, NICOS

DATE: 28 MAY 2002

NUMBER: UNFICYP 2 &£

SUBJECT: BUTTERFLY COURT OPENED

This morning after more than 25 years, civilians began walking and driving through
Dionysou street (known as Butterfly Court after a butterfly painted on an adjacent shop
signboard) in me old part of south Nicosia, Dionysou street is within the buffer zone and
was barricaded with barrels and barbed wire, a grim reminder to the division of the town
into norm and the south since 1974. Civilians and traffic had to take circuitous routes to
reach one end of the road from the other until now. The removal of the barrels will
benefit civilians, traffic and businesses in the area and ha* been prominently featured in
the GkCyp media. The development is considered significant and was unthinkable till
recently given the decade long UNFTCYP'sattempts to open the road for civiljise. It
should be reminded that under a 1989 aide-memoire which UNFICYP shared with the
two sides, any normalization arrangement within the buffer zone in the old town (because
of me proximity) must have the consent of both the sides.

Despite repeated initiatives by UNFICYP the Turkish Force's position made consensus
difficult to obtain. Recently, however, UNFICYP detected a favourable climate for an
agreement The opportunity was promptly seized. Here, I would like to stress Sector 2's
role. It's military leadership's persistence, patience and good working relationships with
the OPFORs were finally rewarded.

During his trip to the island, the Secretary-General visited the Green Line on 17 May and
spent a few minutes at the site of the erstwhile Butterfly Court where he learnt about
UNFICYP's efforts to open the area for civil use. I am sure he would be pleased to learn
of the outcome. I would be grateful if the news of the opening of the road is relayed to
him.
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