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A Note to the

UPDATE ON TYPHOON HAIYAN

2. There ar still several areas rom which no information been

(Philippines Red Cross assessment team en route), Roxas in Capiz Province
(OCHA/UNDAC assessment team en route), Negros Occidental Province and Palawan
province. As information is received from these areas in the coming days, the number of
people affected and the death toll are expected to continue to rise.

3. he Government is shocked and overwhelmed by the of this crisis and
ormally accepted the United Nations’ offer of assistance on 9 November. The Government
emphasized that the response must begin immediately and that time should not be lost
debating and assessing the very obvious and immediate needs. The Humanitaria Country
Team (HCT) and Philippines Red Cross are mo a arge-scale emergency response to

clean water to the orst-affected areas. Debris clearing and restoration o electricity
communications are also to  riorities. The HCT is establishing four field hubs and is
working on a Flash Appeal, with a planned launch date of 12 November. UN agencies, funds
and programmes and NGOs are deploying experienced staff on surge, dispatching life-saving
supplies and releasing emergency funds.

4. There are significant logistical an access challenges to the response, with many
‘rports and damaged and c osed to commerecial traffic. The Arme
re ort
Iloilo Roxas City and Busuanga) to facilitate 24hr delivery of relief
e an is also an issue, with reports of armed i san groups roaming the
stree s and aid convoys being looted. Given the challenging conditions for colleagues in the
field, I have requested the immediate deployment of International Humanitarian Partnership
assets, including a base camp.

S. an increasing number of co ntries ar
ering bilateral assistance, nc assets. eseincl de he US, Russia, ew
eaan Korea, France, UK hile Thailan alaysia, Singapor , donesia are also
consid ring ary support. Funding is also coming in from Canada,

Australia, and personnel from Switzerland and Germany. Good coord’



in  coming days will be crucial. OCHA’s Head of the UNDAC Team is a civil-military
coordination expert and WFP is deploying its Regional Civil-Military Advisor tomorrow.

6. This morning OCHA’s Operations Director, John Ging, chaired a meeting of the IASC
Emergency Directors to share information and coordinate the response. Several organisations
have already held internal discussions to classify the crisis, while other internal discussions
are expected to be completed tomorrow. OCHA, WHO, World Vision, Save the Children,
UNHCR have graded and/or are treating the crisis as an internal “Level 3” (ie highest level of
response). The H is currently seeking feedback from the Government on its possible reacti
to the activation of an ASC system-wi e emergency response (“L3”) and I will chair a
meeting of t € ASC Principals tomorrow on this issue.  the meantime, I will make an initial
allocation from the Central Emergency Response Fund tomorrow and lan to travel tot e

P on Tuesday to see the situation first-hand and offer supporttot Government.

7. Cyclone Haiyan has since weakened to a Category One storm but reportedly still carries
sustained winds of up to 140kph. It made landfall in Vietnam just a few hours ago. The UN
Vietnam Disaster Management Team is activated and the Government has pre-emptively
evacuated over 600,000 people. OCHA has deployed a staff member from its Regional Office
to support the response.

8. I will keep you updated on the outcome of the IASC Principals meeting tomorrow and
as further information on the situation becomes available.

Valerie Amos
10 November 2013

cc. Ms. Clark
Mr. Eliasson
Mr. Feltman
Ms. Malcorra
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