
ACTION 

COPY 
Note to the Deputy Secretary-General 

Mission to Brussels 

r---�\ - ·-: . . . �-
U VJ -� /• l I , . -- --·-- ····-,tl 

' 
r 1 f ("o ..Jiv-.- . i : I MAR I 5 2013 t'l 

'13- 023 qg I . -- _ _J 
I OF n 'l 

··-·-·--···--

Please find attached a note to the Secretary-General on my recent visit to 
Brussels. 

I wouJd appreciate if you could kindly submit this to the Secretary-General. 

V a I eric Amos 
I 5 March 2013 

, .... 
' 

- __ j 



' . 

Note to the Secretarv-Gencral 

MISSION TO BRUSSELS 
14-15 February 2013 

1. I visited Brussels on 14-15 February as part of my annua l visit to Euro an donors to 
discuss issues of common concern with the European Union. NATO and the Belgian 
Govern me t. OCI=IA. ' s relationship with our key partners has strenf,rthened overtime and 
OCHA is now one of the key partners in humanitarian affairs for the Brussels based 
organisations. 
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2. On M li, my discussions focused on the on-going human ita ian res e and th "1\'IAS 
situation in the North of the country. On the EU Trainin Mission. l stressc e imp ance 
o '11c lm:iin&, a sigm1icanf human rights and humanitarian component in the nin:r m view of 
reporte rcpris__a) attacks against the Tuareg community b_y t.h!( militarv force_s A ll y 
interlocutors expressed their support tor the political roadmap and efforts supporting national 
reconciliation. Elections were also seen as a key componen of the politica process a!t l<.moh 
Cloubts were expressed about the ability to conduct credible elections in the timdramc 
proposed. owever postponing them wa · sec as sending the \HOJl" si •nal to all th_c 
invrrtvea paTJJ s. 1\'lr. Piebalgs. EU Commissioner !tJr Development noted that the EU would 
gradually resume its development aid to Mali while Ms Gcorgicva. EU Commissioner !(x 
Humanitarian Aid. encouraoed a stronger OCHA civil-military presence in the northern ar 
) ·the country. At NATO. auring discussjQJl of the propnseill '� peacekeeping missi(}n, 
Mr. Evans. NATO Assistant Secretary General f(x Operations. expressed willingness � 

provide technica l and logtsttcal assistance to liN ef'Jorts. if re uestcd. rl c importance of 
continuing efforts o support the governments in the Sahel region to build the rcsilicnc of 
communities and respond to ·shocks" such as a rise in food prices or deeper drou ht was 
emphasise by the EU Development and Humanitarian Commissioners. We agreed that early 
action by governments, donors and humanitarian partners prevented the food and nutrition 

crisis becoming worse but efforts to ensure sustainability must be maintained. 

3. On Syria, I briefed on increasing engagement with opposition groups and plans to 

strengthen operational hubs outside Damascus. There was some discussion of the serious 

situation facing Syrians on the Syrian side of the border with ·rurkey and the best way to 

meet their needs. I also expressed concerns about the regional impact of the cdsis partie larly 

on the fragile situations in Jordan and Lebano_n. In my briefing to the Ell litical and 
Security Comrmttee (PSC), l stressed that the lack of a political solution to the on-going crisis 

increased the pressure on the humanitarian community and highlighted the need to keep 
discussion ofhumanitarian issues separate from broader political considerations. During 
discussions with the PSC concerns were raised with respe ct to access, funding, the 

increasingly sectarian nature of the violence and the need to work more closely with the 
oppos itio';; . /\m bassador de Kcrcho\ , Chef c Cabinet of Foreign Minister Rcync eJ:s. · ·dhl 
me on t 11.) Be gian initiative 10 strengthen access to and protection ol medical fadl i(ics. le 
noted that the initiative had game significant support from a wide group oflY1cm 1cr Sialc5 
and tt a movea from eing a Belgian initiatJve to a multinational one. Ambassador 
Vershbow, NATO Deputy Secretary-General confirmed that NATO was not planning any 
military intervention in Syria, underlining that the deployment of patriot missiles to Turkey 

was strictly defensive. 



4. n Somalia, briefed on the recommendations of. ou eport and di�cussed the future 
structure of the UN mission while noting the differe_nce, , 'ew among EU Me cr Sta ' ·  

with res ect to the issue of an inteorated UN mission. Commissioner Georgieva obbied for a 
prudent and phased approach by the humanitarian community, highlighting the need to 
separate the humanitarian res onse from the P.Oiitical agenda give_n on aoin� conflict in some 

arts of Somalia. She also stressed the importance or supportino the 'wenuncnL u · 
an 'nte.gr:.Lled aw strategic approach to th' issues in Somalia 

5. On Sudan and South Sudan, I met mbassador Marsden, EU Spcc1a epresentat1vc 
(EUSR, who shared her ie\�S on the current situation. She expressed concern that the S"P .M 
North shows little interest in negotiations on cross-border humanitarian operations to South 
Kordofan and Blue Nile stat ··.She underlined that international a vocacy nee ca to ocus on 
the poor conditions of refugees and displaced persons and sh lobbied for regular UN 
Security Council briefings. I i fonned the Ambassador that Security Council members could 
request sucfi rieftngs and ropose · that she raise her concerns with FU mcmocrs ort 1e 
Security Council. 

e 
6. On.PRC the Belgians underlined the need for continued engagement on the security 
sector refofin, suggesting the need for stronger involvement by MONUSCO and the EU 
delegation. ();tasteilt DRC they unaerlinea tlic nee or continue ow ogue ana a ·fair Clea . 
between :. wanda and Uganda. as a precondition for stabilisation. I briefed on your 
"Framew . .ork for Peace and Sect i y in the DRC and Great Lakes Region .. and the fill' ib.le 
deployment of a UN . pccial Envoy. Both initiatives were we lcomed b": Belgium. 

7. 01 AfghanisJarr, I noted that any rise in humanitarian needs could potentially be side-
lined by the focus on the broader development and transition of Afghanistan l'.ATO DSG 
Vcrsfibow note t at the educe post-2014 new NATO mission would t<xus primaril on 
training 

8. My mission to Brussels was extremely timely as it provided the opportunity to 
explore in depth the complexities of the crises in Syria and Mali. focusing not only on 
humanitarian concerns but also on the broader political context with in which we are seeking 
to conduct humanitarian operations. 
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Valerie Amos 
15 March 2013 


