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REPORT. QUL CZECHOSTOVAY FLICHT FROM
ITALY FOR PRAGUE.
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Following are the essential factors concerning the
repatriation of 340 Czechs from Palestine to Prague via Italy
(port of entry Naples, Italy).

1a Upon notification that such a move was to take place,
UNERA Italy clarified with AFHY and UNRRA, Prague, that il was an
UNRRA responsibility, UNRRA Prague was responsible for clearing
the train from Austria intoc Italy to coincide with the arrival of

he s.s. "Tripolitania" from Yairo on liay 2 or 3. Traintiming and
movement was the responsibility of AFHR).

24 A great deal of confusion centered around the train move-
mente At one point AFVHQ stated conclusively that the train had not
yet left Prague when in fact it had Just arrived in Rome. = This state
of affairs required 2 constant and close attention of the Registration
and Repatriation Branch to keep themselves informed of the location of
the traine Thisg train was bringing persomnel from Czechoslovakia
into Italy for Repatriation to Palestine and was scheduled to carry
the UNERA refugees on its return trip from Neples to Czechoslovakia.

Fe By agreement with AFHQ the train was to meet the ship at
dock=-side which arrangement was known to the Czech representatives
who worked closely with UNRRA and AFHQ throughouts Upon arrival in
Naples the train was storped at the station and not permitted to go
to the docks.

Lie It was the understanding, after clearance by the Repatriation
Branch Movements O0fficer, that the Liaison O7ficer for Movements AR
w-1ld meet the ship and would assist in the entrainment.

De In analysing this entire situation before proceeding further
with this report, we consider that paragraph 4 contains the key factor in
any three or four hours hold-up that is reported to have ocourred in
disembarking and entrainment of the Flighte If our Repatriation Branch
Movements Officer Rome was not personally present at dock-side in Naples
it was because he had definite assurance that the Liaison Officer of
Movements AFHR would meet the Officer in charge of Flight from Egypt.
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e In the meanwhile our Repatriation Movements Oflicer was
fully occupied by a quite erratic train move Which in no way maintained
ite agreed schiedule.

Te One of the Czechoslovakian representatives [rom Rome,
whose presence at dock-side had been arranged for by this Mission's
T = 2 r Sl e " . = = K] K
Repatriztion Movements Officer, then called on our Regional O7fice &t
Naples, who promptly made available sufficient trucks fo transport
the refugees from the ship's side to the train, still standing in the
station at Naples, which by prior agreement should have been at the
lock=gide.

Be We are being held responsible for the delay in the sailing
of the "Iripolitania" from Naples because of "failure to suprly personnel
to unload the refugees' heavy baggage", according to commmnication from
Office of Principal Sea Transport Officer, lediterranean (Caserta) , GHA,
Q. Attached is copy of commmication of Z7th June to the above
mentioned office from this Mission setting forth our position concerning
removal of heavy baggage. klso attached is 3rd July answer to this
[ission from the Office of Senior Sea Transport Officer, advising us
that we were correct in the assessment of our position as set forth in
paragraph 3 (a) and (b) of the 27th June letter to Office of Principal
Sea Transport Officer.

T We should mention at this point UNERA Prague gaeve us to under-
stand that Mr. Stevens of Cairo, as Officer in charge of Flight, was
scheduled to remain with the refugees as far as the Austrian border; the
tosn mentioned was Villache We wish to question why Stevens did not
gstay on his assignment from Naples to the Austrian border, and, if he was
acting under other instructions, why was this lission not informed.

10. The summsary at this stage is that this Mission assumes
responsibility for any minor breakdowns at disembarkation point which was
ceused in the main by failure of AFH) Movements Liaison Officer to follow
through on a direct comnitment and innumerable breakdowns and disruption
of train movements schedules over which we had no direct control or direct
responsibilitys Also the delay in the removal of heavy baggage for which
we were at first held responsible but were later cleared by the Office of
Senior Sea Transport Officer (see copy of letter attached).
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UNERA/ 3-6/RW
27 June 1946.

Office of Principal Sea Transport Officer,
Mediterranean (Caserta)

C.H.Q. C,M.P,
Chief of Mission,

"Tripolitania”, : Port Said - Naples, 2 May 1946.

1 Reference is made to yowr 4L456/SP dated 23 May 1946, and owr
previous communication dated 3 June 1946,

2e The inconvenience that was caused by the delay in disembarking
Czechoslovakian refugees from the ss, "Tripolitania", which arrived

in Naples on the 7th May, is very much regretted, It was due
principally to the breakdown of the locomotive provided for the train
by the Czechoslovakian Govermment to lif't the refugees, In attempting
to solve the difficulty, our representative failed to reach the dock
in time to meet the ship, ard eventually emergency transport was laid
on by our Naples office, The Mission was at fault in not making ar-
rangements to meet much unforeseen difficulties.

S Regarding the delay in unloading passengers' heavy baggege, in
the past we have been given to understand -

a) that passengers' heavy baggage is always stored between
wey
decks or in 2 hold provided and the discharge of same
is the sole responsibility of ship ro ship's agent;

that on no account will civilian personnel be allowed
to enter a Military-controlled port or area to discharge
baggage from a ship, unless requested to do so by
Nilitary Authorities.

L., In order to prewent a recurrence of such difficulties in the
removal of baggage, we shall be grateful if you will inform us whether
the position as set out in para 3, (2) and (b) above, is correct.

5. Again apologising for the inconvenience and trouble caused in
this matter.

S.M. KEENY
Chief of Mission

R.S. (Repatriation Div)




Office of
Senior Sea Transport Officer
Cagerta
C.H.Q. C.E.F.

3rd July 1546

Ref, 4836/3,F.
CHIEF OF MISSION, UNRRA
ROME.

"TRIPOLITANIA"

Port Said / Naples 2.5.,46

Receipt, is acknowledged of your letters of 3rd and 27th June
regarding the delay of the above vessel and it is noted with satisfaction
that the matter has been taken up with your Naples Office in order %o
prevent a recurrence of such an incident.

2¢ With regard to the question raised in para 4 of your letter
of 27th June, my original letter enclosed a copy of the completed voyage
report and the question of bagzage, although included in it, was not one

for you to answer and your assessment of the position as set out in para 3 (a)
and (b) is correct,

for COEMANDER R.N.V.R.

(Absent on duty)
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CZECHOSLOVAK MISSION
cc to Displaced Persons & Repatriation
Sub/Comm, HQ.AC = APO 39%.

No. 518/46

Dear Captain,

Following our talk about the transport of Czechoslovaks
repatriated from Palestine via Ttalian T would like to add few words,

Pirst of all one has to keep in mind that the refugees waited
many months actually from the end of the war to be transported home,
The long waiting did nof add naturally to their good humor and forced
stay in Egypt in a camp under given climatic conditions did in no way
better it, Crossing of sea in a crowded ship was no pleasure. As the
transport consisted mainly of intelligentia, of which our Country is in need
of, the Czechoslovak government keeping this in mind and the conditions
the people anl known transport difficulties in Italy, sent out a Czechoslo-
vakian train in order to help out UNRRA and hasten the return journey of the
refugees.,

Speaking about Naples I take this opportunity to thank you, dear
Gaptain as representative of UNRRA far all the kind help which they received
while taking them from the port to the railroad station by lending twentyfive
trucks and mobile canteens.

This reafl iness of UNRRA made a great impression on all of them and
certainly bettered their humour. Also my warmest thanks for your very great
help and personal attention in given food to the refugees in Rome, During the-
whole of the journsy the help of UNRRA, as I have been informed in Verona, hes
been very satisfactory and well organised and contimed to be so till the end.

Even if some difficulties have arisen for all the care of UNRRA of
which I was a witness from Naples to Verona I do not think the fault lies with
UNZRA but the lack of cooperation between the Italian railway organisation
and the R,T.0,

I have myself found out in Naples that the notice shout departure
of the train for all personal care of R.T.0., officer in Naples was not given
in time and this was done independently of UNRRA., For this same reason
probebly the provisions, sent out by dispositions given out the departure were
being changed continually fram houwr to hour almost from minute to mimute,




I can state the reason for this as I do not lkmow about the
organisation of railroads. T only loww thet when I arrived to Yerona
in order to arrange with the help of UNRRA for further food and fresg
bread the train has already left although I was assured it would wait
in Verona as promised in Caserta to the liaison officer of the
Czechoslovak Military Mission Capt, Beck. As you yourself lmow we
also sent in addition further refugees to Verona who were even unable to
get to the railway station in Rome given the contimually changing and
finally sudden departure of the train from Rome.

Although T do not want to criticize 1 think that if there
would have been a better cooperation between the concerned technical
offices and if UNRRA and I as the head of Czechoslowak Mission acc, to
Displ. Pers, & Repatr, Sub/Comm, in Italy have been informed in time of
the departure of the train from each station many troubles and incidents
could have been avoid., As it is the refugees are already in Czechoslovakia
in good health amd this is af'ter all the most important,

a To you, dear Captain, I want to give my thanks and also of
my covermment for all your great help and kindness shown during the repatria-

tion and I am looking forward to further cooperation with you.

I remain,

faithfully your

sgd/ Dr. A, DUTKA,
Counsellor of Ilegation,
Head of CZECHOSLOVAK MISSION to

D.P, & R.S.C.-

TheUNITED NATIONS RELIEF &
REHABILITATION AIMINISTRATION,

to the attention of Capt. WECHORN
Head of Repatriation Section of
UNRRA

ROME
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REPORT BY HUGH GRAY, WELFARE OFFICER, ITALIAN MISSION.

Subject: Repatriation Train Incident.

On October 10th the repatriation train from Rome to
Dziedzice was controlled for contraband articles at Piding station,
American Zone, Austria, by a detachment of 66 Constabulary Souadren.
Every piece of American Army origin clothing, shirts, trousers,
pullevers ete., was confiscated, whether being worn by the refugee or
in his baggage. The origin of this clothing was not taken into con-
sideration and, to my certain knowledge, much of it had been given
to the refugees by UNRRA Itzlian Mission. 411l American cigarettes
were taken and, also, a lady's watch from the wrist of a male
rcfugee. The control was carried out by American enlisted men, under
the command of a scrgeant, who spent his time banging his truncheon
against the side of the coaches and swearing at the refugees. Among
items of khaki clothiing confiscated were these belonging to Poles
who had been discharged from the Polish Army and held documents
proving their entitlement to them. X demanded to sce the Officer -
Commanding and was driven in the back of a trueck to the Headquarters
of the unit responsible. I formally complained and after the 0.C.
had returned to the station with me the watch was restituted and also
the eigarettes after I had demonstrated that they were part of the
rations issued by opening a new ration box.

Under the supervision of the 0,C. the control proceeded in a
more reasonable manner. The refugees were then treated with D.D.T.
by German nurses, which was a waste of time and emergy as only the
hatr of the head and outer clothes were sprayed.

During the control Miss Price, a nurse superviser accompany-
ing the move, witnessed kitbage beins slit open by knives as
sfldiers were too impatient to wait until refugees opened them.

The last truck of our train, containing Red Cross parcels and
two refugee zuards, also disapyearcd in the American Zone sometime
during the night before we arrived at Piding. On arrival in Prague
I reported the incident to Capt, Chaney, R,T.0., and said that he
would take the question up to American G.5, and that this was net the
first complaint against 66 Constabulary Scuadron.

The conduet of the refuzees throughout the contrel was exem-
plary and thus no incidents were provoked.

These soldiers carrying out the control appeared to think that
they were dealing with criminals rather than human beings and, al-
though I have seen many train controls I have never witnessed anything
a3 brutal as this one. Damage to the American prestige is incalculabk.

Our train was accompanied by a Polish diplomatic coach which
carried, amonz other officials, Madame Walentyna Rolofs, Director of
Personnel, Polish Forcign Office, who assured me that the incident
would receive full publicity in the Polish press on her return to

Yiarsaw,




UNRRA Mission to Polend
welfare and Repatriation Divisicn,

Nr. M.¥M., Sehwartz
0C Plight of the Polish Movement
from Naples to Dziedzioe.

Heving handed over all the records re the
move from Naples to Dzledzice, 1 now wish to make the
following report on the conditions of the journey and
offer some suggestions regarding the repatriation from
the Middle East and Ttaly tc Polan&:

Firetly, most of the people are coming from
warm countries and it ig now impossible to move them in
box cars without heat end with only 2 smell number of
blankets. (Lach repatriant received in E1 Shat. Egypt,
two blenkets for the journey) .

secondly, it is imposaible tc repatriate. under
_ i le and small children. The
Polish Mission a our train two T.B. pecple
who were running temperatures. 1 objected, but they told
me it was their regponsibility. There is no accommodation
in the box cars for sick people and in the future, arr&nge-
ments for a hospital car must be made.

Thirdly, the people coming from Ttaly had
enough food for their journey. but for these people it is
very importent to pnave tea, warm water, and bread and we
hed no supply of these three very important things. It
ig therefore important to zrrenge peints on this line %o
gupply hot water, especially in the winter.

People going through Italy have @ chance %o
buy on their journey, wine and alcohol, which is very
echeap there and Very easy to obtain in exchenge for
eipgarettes which they reeeive from us for their jousney.
Plenty of unk the whole jeurney and made 2
lot of troubdle. them fell down under the trein
end wes cut in two parts end died in Ttely. His neme.
wee ®tephen Clsewski. The pesple did not lezyn from $his
czse and drepk mere and more. 1t was the same N .z
Cpeehoslovakie. Wood alechol was sold t@ them, whieh ie
e dangerous poison for the eyes. Neither my explenfitionse
nor the Committee s helped. 1t is neeessary tc hzve.
thie properly explained and to take steps to prevent
guch oceurrencee.

In Villach & group of 80 Pclish DPs rgpat’lating’
¢hyough Dziedzice was attached to us. These people
received rations according to the rules in“Austriz e 2100
ealories 2 day, whereas our people received retions @ecording
to the rulee in Ttaly - 260C calories & day. Thet gave us
e lot of trouble. In the future it would be sdviseabdle
not to collect people from different perts, who would be
receiving different rations.

/Fourthly- O 1 I R
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Fourthly’, we ‘'had on our journey a lot of
trouble with the British and American Military Authorities,
They hadn't received any message about our transport and
we stood sometimes for 12 and 14 hours awaiting our
clearance at the British and Americen Zone borders.

Disposition was very difficult at train time,
especielly as we had & large number of children, some
little babies, sick people and old people.

Ve waited & long time for clearance at the
Polish border at Zebrzydowice, where we arrived cn the
20th of September at 1605 hours. People remained for
the night in the box cars and the conditions were very bad.
The people were very bitter over this beginning in their
old-new home. Even the UNEKRA staff eould not leave the
box cars. There was nc accommodation for food and
lodging There must be some aerrangements made for the
reception of =0 many people. UNRRA ghould establish a
point there to help these new repatriants. We need
thexre 2 Welfare Officer and medical staff, People are
coming from several countries without Polish money and
they heve no chance to leave the cars and aerrange them-
gelves after 8 days hard journey.




Statement obtained from Miss W, Visscher, Nurse,

and Mr. T.J. Lindsay, Principle Yelfare Cfficer,
regarding conditions on train Fo.780Z bringing
repatriates from Vels snd Salzburg. The train
arrived in Dziedzice on Sunday, September 15th, 1946,

The train left Yels fer Austria on September 10th,
errrying 196 people. The entire train was supplied with
cn.y 25 blankets. which were ruite inaderuate.

WVhen we cross the border and come int- Germany a
check was made by the U.K. Military. Numerous pecple
¢laimed that cigarettes, chocolate and underclothing
issued to them by UNRRA were removed frcm their possession,
L Polish priest, father Ryiel from Linz claimed that his
prcperty wasg searched and at the point of 2 pistol he was—
robbed of 2 shirts., 2 under pants, B85 cigarettes (leaving
him with no cigarettes), and chocolate, issued by UNRFA.

On arriv4él et Munich it wes disccvered that the
people from Wels hed not been issued with American Red
Cross packages, as had the pecple frocm Salzburg. We
communicated with UNRRA wikxxBXEEX in Munich and hed
parcels sent out for these people, but it was discovered
that all chocolate and cigarettes had been removed from
the packages. Here alsc we discovered 2C sick people
on the train from Iinz.

There were 58 ycung children up tc & years of age,
and the parents claimed thast nc¢ suitable food hzd been
supplied Even had milk been supplied, there were nc
facilities for preparing and heating fcod, neither could
facilities be obtained at stations en route.

There were no medical supplies, gnd nc accommodation
for sick people. A paralysed woman had to be cerried
to and from the train. A pregnant woman taken ill on
%he train was removed to hospital immediately on reaching
Foland. There were absolutely nc facilities for dealing
with such cases on the train. It was discovered that
..¢ 14 ledy of 64 years had nc sleeping accommodation
and wes lying on bare beards. She was unable tc sleep,
and conse-uently was tired and 1ll.

On 11/9/46 we arrived at Freilacsing, and were
forced to wait 48 hours for retions for the American
guards. It was found that nc orders had bteen issued
for these rations and we were told they must be obtained
from Salzbdburg. There we were informed thet we must
obtain the rations at the Czech border. Finally we
were told that we must continue the journey without
the rations but the guards refused to do so. It was
then arranged that the rations should be sent from
Ravensburg. At 3 p.m. the R.T.C. officer stated that he
hed mede telephone incuiries and that the rations were
on the way by truck. but this was false information. By
midnight the rations still had not arrived. A man was
sent to make encuiries the nexl moruing, and he was
told that no one knew anything about these ralions.

They finally arrived at 4.30 on the afterioon of the 13th
September

During the long wait for the rations the repetrisies
hed Decome restless and annoyed, and armed reinforcemente
were called out to deal with them.




Protececol

Statement of the Rev. Father vrrofeszeor Rygi-l
Joseph, repatriate, living in Zabrza. Henryka
Street, No.bhl.

I was taken from the hospital in Iinz to "els (Upper
Austria) with my luggage. Lfter the luggage h~d been
inspected T was obliged to return to Iinz for my bicycle
end my personal documents. When I returned to Wels 1
Tennd that all my luggeage had been opened w.ih sharp toole.
Severnl repatriates had put what remeined of my things
into the demaged valises. Going through the things left
I noticed that 300 American cigarettes, 550 German marks,
achool diploma. and personal documents, were migsing. My
photographic plates, films, photographic paper and
phote-raphic materials were ruined. Cne of my watches
wee broken.

The Repatriation Commission in Austria wes informed,
es well ag the American QOfficer. They arrived at the
camp in the early morning and investigated this case. As
a result the American officer refused to admit that
American people vwould behave so, but three bocks were
returned to me, as well as 450 marks, by an American
Officer. The repatriates stated when speaking with the
American Officer that they had seen an American scldier
with my boots and he had delivered them to the Greek
police of the camp,

Vhile resorting my things on the journey., T noticed
that further items were missing: 50 cigarettes, & new
gold wateh, 5 cases of scap, 3 bars of chccolate, 5 pairs
of socks The last three items J had received for my
werk with UNRRA. One suit of clothes. one microscope
Zeis~Ikon with 3 megnifying glesses, value when purchased
in 1939 2,400 German marks. one cemera '"Ionteks", wvalue
when bought 450 Germen merks, were also missing. Also
2 passocks were ruined and one cross broken.

On the German-Austrian frontier at night 5 soldiers
noisily invaded the car, although i1t was = hoepital car.
crn- of these five was the Chief of the American convoy.
Again cne of my suitcases was opened, and 135 cigerettes,
three and & half bars of chocolate, 2 shirts, 2 pairs of
men‘s pante and one UNRRA uniform were taken. Lnother
Ameriecan soldier forced me to open a box which was
closed with an irorn band. They had no special tools to
open it and a soldier broke the box with = bayonet. I
asked to see the American officer, but one of the soldiers,
holding fire arms against me said "Du hier blciben'

(Stay here). In the same moment one of the American
people lighted my face with a flash.1izht, and notiecing
that I am a prie-k& asked me "Du Canaiplain”? Then I
gaid "Yes" they withdrew, teking with them whet they
had already taken.

Rev.ProfesstGr Pvriel Tozef.




Dziedzice, Scptecmber 1F+h,1947,

Statement of DUDA Joseph, rop-‘rinte, horn on

July 4th 1906, at Wo! cbowice, living in
Ostrowir - l1elecki

On September 10th I left with the transport Wels
({ustria) for Toland. I am - sorry to stote that my
prescnt journey hszs beesn much more unvleasans tucn the
one I was obliged to make ag a pr_soner cof 0.F, from
Oswieoim to Matthausen.

Trouble started elready in Vels. tfter having
grrived in Wele which was 2 Reception C2mp. the Americen
soldiers went through our luggage; they stated they had
orders to do so. The funetinn was more in the nature
of robbery. Cigarettes, chouclate, bootes and other
things of American origin were taken away. Some of
these thinges after 2 ruestioning an Americsn Officer
were returned but many of them diseppesred. All our
valises were damaged completely as well ss the boxes and
other packing. A second inspection of the luggage took
place at the Austrian-German frontier. Lt 11 at night
the convoy people together with local people came into
our car and we had the same trouble as in Wels,

They did not wait until we opened our valises and
trunks; they simply opened them with knives. During the
inspection they took frcm me, 2 pairs of warm underwear,
which I received from UNRRA and 1 packet of cigarettes.
On my remark that I received this from UNRRA I heard the
words "Garden" (probably God dam). I must mention that
I was in a2 hospital car, because I was 1ill. During the
whole journey which lasted a whole week, because the
Ameriean convoy stopped the transport as they had no
food. our food was not only bad but elso ineufficient.

We hed no medical care, except one nmrsing cister who wes
repatriate, This was the only help we received =
and .eally a very previous one.

Duda Jogzef.




Protocol

¥ritten on September 16th 19/ with Dehmen Lecon,
repatriate, arriving with the iiansport frow Linz
to Dziedzice.

T O I B A

On the 23rd August I was released from the hospital
in Lins. On September 9th 1946 T went to Weles, where I
was put in camp. In the evening American soldiers and
the Greek police arrived and made inspection of our things,
I was absent at theat time. "hen I came back J found all
my valises opened and the following things were missing:
8 packets American cigarettes, 5 bars of chocolate, camp
document (index D.P.)

During the transportation 1. noticed that members cf
the Lmerican convoy treated the repatriates very badly.

On the Lustrian~Cerman frontier the hAmerican convoy
inspected our things cnce more. During our journey we
1 not get werm food.

The bad treatment of repatriates by American guards
was as follows:-

At 11 o‘clock 2t night the American guerds entered
the cars making inspection of our possessions and they
behaved very badly. taking some things belonging to the
repatriates, such as clothing, footwear, linen, cigarettes,
chocolate ete,, for themselves.

Dehman lLeon,
Walbrzychk, Jocolangh




Josa George
Ruda., Upper Silesia
Barbary Street 1o.15.

Protocol

Statement of Losa George, bhorn on “eptember
15th, 1917 . at Ruda, Upp “ilcein, Barbary

Street, 170.5.

I was lying in bed sick with TE in the c= at VWels.
Cn the 9th or 10th of September during =y
inspection of my things wae made by the Lme
My valises were completely ruined, because ¥
opened by force; some of my things viere stolen vis: 20
rackets of imerican cigarettes, 2 big bars of chocolate,
B cakes of soap, 2 packets of raisins, one pecket of
plums. On the Austrian-German frontier an inspection of
luggage wes made for the second time; we were forced to
open the valises and the following things were taken:
35 packets of cigarettes, 4 werm under-shirts, 2 warm
shirts. 2 shirts, and 2 psirs of pents. *hen J asked
the poldier to leave my things, he hit me on head. Ve
vore 211 but without help @and medicine; we were not even
given anything to drink. Percels received from UNMRRA

were 2lso taken away from me, and they represented for me
a great value. Ls T am il11 T could not profit from
cigerettes and food but I hoped that my children would
profit cf them.




21st Qotober, 1946.

REPORT CN JOURNEY FROM WELS TO DZIEDZICE

BY MISS E.R. HARNETT

Train under military escort - 1 corporal, 3
G.I°s from Infantry Division ~ Ebelsberg.

Train scheduled to leave Wels, Austria on
Wednesday October 9th at 10 a.m. Considerable delay
experienced beczuse some wagons were found to be badly
in need of repairs. Rain was pouring in and the floors
of the wagons were inches deep in water.

Stoves also had to be adjusted 2t the last
minute.

Not sufficient wagons were supplied to aceommodate
the number of people =nd more had to be obtained.

Prisoners who were being transported to Poland,
under military cscort, claimed that they had not previously
been notified cf their departure, consequently they had
no belongings with them. Five of them had wives living
in the Linz-Salzburg area - and most of my time was spent
eontacting their various camps, and having wives and
families put on the train with only an hour's notiee to
pack their belongings, and get transportation to the
train. One man who claimed that he was not Pelish,
anyway, hed a wife living privately in Linz. When 1
reported this matter to the M.P. they were reluctant to do
anything about the matter, and their attitude throughout
the day was of complete indifference. The man was taken
tc Salzburg in a state of great agitation. I wasg able %o
contact the civilian police and at least have his wife come
to the train. At Salzburg I contacted the Polish Liel=on
who had the man tsken off the trein, handed over to
civilian police and sent back to jail in Iing, Much weork
and time could have been saved if the Military Pclice at
Wels and Salsburg hed investigated my story and had the
mean turned over to civilian authorities. Their attitude
was, that they had "signed" for 21 prisoners and 21
prisoners they would take to Poland - no metter what!

2 Train left Wels 7 hours late - pulled into
anather siding just outsfde Wels for two hours. When the
train was ready to leave, one G.I. and one prisoner were
discovered to be missing. They had gone tc Wels in geareh
of liauor. The departure of the train was held up ene

and three-quarter hours until they returned. The 3 G.J's
then shut themselves up in the prison van with the
priscners and the liquor and remained there for the rest

of the night; in spite of the orders of the Corporal in
chaerge - they refused to do guard duty. During the night
the stove in my wagon which was the food stove, completely
collepsed. Burning coals were flung over the flcor of

the wagon. The chimney and fitting were also flung -
doose and a fire immediately started. I cuelled the fire
with blankets, but for a short while was very frightened
because the heavy slide door of the wagon had jemmed,
mekxing it impossible to get out.
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Delay was experiensed at Salzburg (during which
period doors and stoves Were checked) owing to the last
minute order tc issue ration cards before departure.
Prain left Salzburg, Friday a2t about 10,30 p.m. Arrived
aoross the German border at a small siding - Piding -
and at 12.45 a.m. an "inspection" of 21l goods, wagons
and people was made by the 66th Constsbulury Scuadron.
The Constabulsry were armed with fixed bayonets, and,
owing to this fact and their ruthless attitude, the crowd
very ruickly became abusive, and refused to return to
their wagons., chaos followed. As far as I could make
out there were sbout 10 young ¢.I's of the Constabulary
who seemed to be thoroughly enjoying themselves at the
expense of the D.FPs. My inquiries as to who was in
charge of the raid, led me to believe that a certain
Sergeant was responsible for the "inspection of goods".
At my recuest of this nofficial authority" for thie
inspection I was told, not too pelitely — "Iady if you
don't want to get hurt, get behind the guerds if you

nix with the D.P's anything is liable to happen tc you."

The Iieutenant who was in charge of the train
gaid there was nothing he could do 2bout it - "He wes
only the Commander" - His five men were called to help
regtore order and were extremely helpful.

Later, & reinforccement of Constab. arrived in
a truck with headlights blazing - which roared up 2nd
down the platform, blinding, confusing and scattering
the D.P's in all directions. During this period of
chaos. two D.P's were slightly wounded by bayonet thuusis.
This caused much hysteria among both men and women. The
fmen, it turned out later, were not very badly hurt, bub
- one had a considerable amount of blood on hands aznd face.

i Fear spread, and later a TLieutenant arrived,
and ordeyr was somewhat restored - the search continued.

A remark passed by one Constab. man was thot
nBecause the Foles had been difficult and troublescme -
now the American Army would be troublesome." They were!
% long and thorcughly intensive search was made, éven of
clothes being worn, including underclothing. '

A1l G.I. clothing, some of which tc my certein
xnowledge, had been issued by UNRRA was taken away.
vhen I cueried this, I was asked why UNRRA had not also
issued a signed statement to the receiver of the clothing.
Tt was useless to argue Or even to try toc explain, thet
it was not the normal procedure of UNRRA to issue signed
statements of goods issued.

All khaki blankets were teken, irrespective
of the fact that these were the only blankets some
D.P's held.

some 14 watches, films and a lighter were 21s0
taken. and one man had 10 hend over a pair of civilian
leather gloves.

when 1 oueried this, I was again told that it
wag neither my business OT UNRRA'S.
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To my knowledge, nc foed, candy or cigarettes
were taken.

The raid ended at 4.45 2.m, and 2t 5.30, every-
body was called out again tc be dusted with D.D.T.

Phe psychological efiect of this raid on the
people was bad, and the majority were nexrvous, highly
strung. discontented and abusive for the rest of the trip.

Much trouble was evperienced.continually through-~
out the trip with the distribution of food. In spite of
my continued telephoning in advance 1o scheduled stopping
places the only hot coffee or soup that was served was at
Prague, five days after the commencement of the trip.

Thie was due to the fact that the train never
stopped where the driver had previously told me it would.

On Sunday 13th, the train hed to be stopped to
transport a pregnant woman 10 hospital, and later the same
day to call a doctor to another pregnant women who fell,
and refused tc leave the train so near the Polish border.
ohe wes taken on to the border, and sent to hospital
jmmediately on arrival at Dziedzice.

Tneident of raid at Piding reported to T.T.C
at Prague.

out of the 4C American Red Cross parcels whieh
were issued for breakdown for children on the journey, 140
packs of cigareties were extracted. My orders from UN'ERA
st Salgburg were, that owing 1o the fect that there were
so few, they were %o be handed over to the Tolish Red
Cross at Dziedzice. L rioct sterted when 1 carried ocud
these orders snd refused to 1issue them ern route. The
men of the transport becane apusive, erowding around the
food wagon t#nd shouting for their rights etc. Arrived
at Dziedzice the R.T.0. said they were to be given to the
people and NCT the Red Cross. They were distributed to
the men at the rate of approximately 3 per man.

Train arrived at Dziedzice in the early hours of
vonday 14th, where it remsined for 2%2 days awaiting dis~
embarkation. Once processing startcd, it was dealt with
in a ruick efficient manner and within a few hours
people were on their way to their destinations.

The 60 days“rations ceme I think as a pleasant
surprise to most D.P's as during the trip they had regerded
the ration eards with misgiving and suspicion.

The ration issu¢d per person, including
children is:-

Fats 2.81 1bs. Flour 49,09 1bs.

Oats 3,75 1lbs Milk 29.02 - 532 tins%
salt 1.8 Fish 4,54 - (22 tins
Pulses 3510

E.R. Harnett
Welfare Officer
Austrian Mission.




S5th Vovember. 1946.

RETCRT CY TEPATRIATICN COF PCOILLS FRCK ITAIY
vavid R. Hunter

Flight Team: D.R. Hunter o/ec
C. Borggreve m/o
B. Kenny nurse.

Sehedule: Lrrived Leparted

T ome 10:00
Bologna 01:00 01:3C
Udine 1573 23:C0C
Villach 08: 22:00
Salzburg 173 23:00
Munich 073 C9:30
Tilsen 112060 13:00
Prague 17 19:00
Clcmoue 09:C0 11:C0
Dziedzice 15360 Nove3d

NMarraetive

Cn Saturday Cet.26 128 Polish displaced persons entrained
2t Pome, Tn sddition to the box cars assigned fer the
pecple the train carried three cars loaded with parcels
from the Pelish embassy, one hospital car. one ration car,
and one escort car, TLoading was orderly and expeditious,
The staff oi the Repatriation Branch end Cine Citta have
the routine of entrainment very well crganised.

Toward the end cf the first day it began tc rain. Six of
the ten personnel cars leaked, The spirits of the pcople
were remarkably high in spite of the cold and disccmfort
resulting One large family which had been moved intc
the hospitsl car because their original home on wheels hed
been removed from the train because of a burnt out bex had
now to be transferred again from the hospital car to the
escort car as the hospital car was wetter inside than out,
In the present season it is imperative that all CARS NUST
BE CERTIFIED RAIN PROOF before departure cf the train.

Lt Bologna in the pouring rain hot soup end bread was
served by Mr., Bean frcm the Milan transit camp. Because
Bologna is so far from Milan and the time of arrival of
the train is always uncertain it may be wise to work out
an arrangement with the military or the Italian Red Cross
to feed the repatriates at this stop instead of reguiring
that the food be brought from Milan. Cne mother and
swall baby left the train at Bologna because of the
difficult conditions. Next stop was Udine where the
DPRSC staff served hot tea.

At Tarvisio Italian border officiale carried out a courteous
and cursory customs examination of some of the baggage. No
undue delay was experienced here.

The train arrived at Villach early in the morning of the
third day. The Austrian employee of the RTO was expecting
the train but thought four hundred people were involved
instead of the correct number. After about an hcur
representatives cf the Polish Repatriation Commission, Capt.
v oszeyski, Tt. Myslatycki, and Mr. Vincenc arrived at the
RTO office. There was a misunderstanding between them and
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ithe RTC &s tc the number of Lox cars which were to be lazid
en and Thc nnmbe 01 PELLT tes for whom provision had to
be made. owsvery This was j;i%ﬁ terec out and the Folish
representatives erranged feor het tea end bread to be
brought to the tr

At Vill=anl tThne I a115 §e VE

illsch le I1tallan grcup was to be joined by approxi-
mately fcur hundred repatriaies from Villach and Gragz.
As they weould not arrive the next day the train was
1, aiding F : r tea and bread was prcvided
Polish Repatriation Com., end the
walt Later cn in the first day
ansferred from the ten Italian box
cers which made the balance of
more comforteble.
icient ten in one rations had heen
1 car for two days. Durins the lay
each individual wes issued with one box
i urd r'ven to understend that these
ney. This method of
£8 it allowed them some
-hoice bﬁ what they would eat when. "ith
box cars the rations could be heated
meals prepared.
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hcapltel cars and one kitchen car were
train. Sick people and mothers with
babies were transferred tc the hospital car and the
also moved into one of the cars set aside for it.
gecond dey Ma] 'r lontgomery, military commander of
errived with his guerd of five British soldiers.
'WREA Austria alsc arrived with the group from
1okl represented the Tolish Repat.Com.
cns were moved into the kitchen
the Italian contingent and two
guas'ds appoiate pers nnel cooked for the
hOu-lf 1l car snd kep 10l water available at all times
for “he repatrietes
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At Salzburg Mise Taruer ol Austrian Kission and Dr.
Childs joined .Vu ? Borggreve remained in
charge of the h ite consulting Dr. Childs when
necessary.

At Schwansdori s baby was born with no difficulty. Ir.
Rorggreve had examined the mother about an hour before
but did not believe the birth was near. However the
child was born an heur later with all hands assisting.
The birth was a rapid and easy one.

Tn Salzburg a woman was removed from the train and sent
to the hospital in procese of aborting. Iater on in
Czechoslovakia & susvected scute appendicitis was also
removed from the train to hospital.

The Austrian contingent was issued during the journey
with biscu1ts and meat and vegctables in cans. This
igsue had to be made every day and was cuite diffieult.
The ten in one rations issued in Italv ~re far superior
in variety and convenience. The only hiich about the
ten in ones wes the fact that some boxes contained 200
cigarettes some 100 and a few none at all. Te attempted
not very successfully to redistribute cigarettes from
childrens ratvions tc smokers who did not get them.

/Bpecial, . veonns




T, e
)

Special commendation should go to It. Myslatycki for his
untiring work during the journey at all hours of the day
and night for has interest in the job to which he was
assigned. :

The T'olish boerder was reached late in the afternoon

eight day. At Ziebdzidovice, the border station on the
Folish side the train was greeted by music from loud
speakers erected on the platform and by the usual rain.
The Tolish officials complcted the necessary paper work
with dispetch and then informed us that we should have to
wait ruite a few hours for an engine to take us on to
Dziedzice as there are very few available in Toland. The
night and next morning were spent in the station before

a locomotive finally came.

During this wait the remaining five days rations were
distributed to the Ttalian contingent.

Tt was extremely revealing to observe the reactions of the
repatriates at this first glimpse of their homeland.

Some of the men formerly with the Anders army in Jtaly
marvelled at the fact that none of their baggage was being
taken away. Cne man asked me "*here are the Russian
soldiers " Another, the interpreter for Nr. liascje,
leader of the group remarked that it was obvicus that

they had been told lies in Ttaly about what would happen
to them when they returned to Foland. I encouraged
members of the group tc write letters or postecards tc
their friends in Italy telling them what they had found

and T should be glad to mail them on my return tc Ttaly.

At this station we learned that in the month of Cctober
10,000 people had passed by returning to their homes
from France, Germany, hLustria, and Ttaly.

tn the afterncon of the ninth day we arrived at Dziedzlece.
The . -~ were already three other repatriation trains
waiting on the sidings tc be unlocaded. At this point
nominal rolls were handed over, surplus medical supplies
etec., to the Tolish Repatriation Commission and the
mission completed.

The difficulties with American military police which had
been experienced by earlier trains were not repeated.

No clothing was taken from repatriates. In sum total
the journey was a smooth one.
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Recommendations:

i,

Box cars MUST be rain prcof. They should be
inspected by a representative of UN"RA before
acceptance.

"ith small coal or wood stoves in the box cars the
journey can be very comfortable regardless of the
weather, The possibility of such arrangements
ghenld be explored in Italy with the Italian State
Railways.

A doctor should accompany 211 transports.

The medical kit should be examined and re-evaluated
by the liedical Branch as certain needed items were
not included.

If possible all ten in one ration boxes should crntain
the same items...the same number of cigarettes.

. Arrangements shonld be made at Dziedzice for money tc
be available in small cquantity for repatriation
escorts. The UNRRA representative there had to dig
intc his own pocket to pay for rail tickets for the
escort from Dziedzice toc Fatowice.

Yegotiations should be carried out with AFHQ Caserta

to secure the issue of sixty days rations to repatriates

.from Italy the same as are given repatriates from

Austria, France, and Germany.
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