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Santo Domingo, D.N. 
02 de mayo 2008 

v; cle, t ((: 

Distinguldo se"or Secretarlo General: 

A~f 
(:,.. 

Excele 

• 

AS UNTO: Nombramlento del Representant& Especial del Secreta rio General (SRSG) 
para Ia vlolencla contra los nrnos 

Nos dlriglmos a us ted como una de las .muchas orgenlzaclones que firma ron Ia petici6n del 
nombramlento del SRSG en octubre de 2007. C6mq usted sa be, mas de 1.000 
organlzaclones de todo el mundo sollcltarori aJas.Naciones Unidas que establecleran dlcho 
mandata, una petici6n endosada por 183 Es~.dos m1embros en Ia Resolucl6n de Ia 
Asamblea General N62/141. 

Nos complace el proQr~so qu~a est~.\ haclendo.su oflclria para .el nombramlento del 
Representante Especial para .Ia vlolencla contra los hil'los. No obstante, desearramos 
menclonarle clertas .preooupaciones concernlentes el proceso, que sabemos comparten · 
ampliarnente aquellos que trabcijan a niveles lnternaci6nal, regional y nacional en busca de Ia 
erradlcacl6n de Ia violencla contra los nil'los. En concreto, qulsl6ramos plantear los puntos 
slguientes: · · · 

1. lndependencla: .La resoluci6n N!32/141 requlere que el mandata del SRSG deberla 
ser "eflcaz e lndf;!peridiente". Desearlart1os que se asegurar~ que el SRSG lnformar~ . 
independlente·y dlretetamente a usted .y tendr~ llberta(j para.eleglr su propio eqtiipo · 

· principal. · · · 
2. Termlnos de·reteri:mcla y el proceso de nombramlento del SRSG: Lt1 resofucl6n 

de Ia A.samble~ General proporclona t$rmlnos de referencla detallados para .el · · 
nombramiento, teforie~do~ en Ia reclente resoluc!6n del Consejo de Derechos 
Humanos AIH~C/7iL.34, adop~ada en marzo de 2008 . . Dichos terminos.se deberran 
usar en el proceso de hombramlento. No podemos v~r justificaci6n para volver a 
redactar los tsrmln6s de referenoia-acordad6s por los Estados mlembros. Lo q1,1e es 
mtls. el nombramlento se d~berla real.izar slgulendola adopciOn dec~iterios · · 
apropfados y utlllzarido un pr.oceso tra~sparentede nomlnaqiones y 
recomendaciones, similares a IO!? ad'opt!;ldos por el Consejo de berechos Humanos 
para el nombramlento de relatores esp·~clal~s y otros tltulares de.mandatos. 

3. Nlvel de nombramlento: Laresolucl~rl tambl~n hace referencia al nombramlento 11a/ 
nlvel superior poslble". Claramente, esto sugiere un nombramlento al mlsmo nlvel 
que el de SRSG para los Ninos y·conflictos armados.: bajo el secretario general. Sl se 
le da un papellnferlor no se reflejar~n los terminos de Ia resoluci6n y de hecho se 
sugerlra que el tema general de Ia violencla .contra los nlflos tlene una importancla 
men or. 

4. Ublcacl6n: En nuestra opiniOn, Ia oflclna del SRSG deberra es~ar en Glnebra -antes 
que en Nueva York- para poder trabajar en estr~cha colaboracl6n con Ia gama 
completa de las agencies de Ia ONU relaclonadas (el punto de enfoque de OACDH, 
OMS, OIT y UNICEF para el estudlo de Ia ONU estan todas radlcadas en Glnebra, 
asr como el Consejo de Derechos Humenos y el Comite de los Derechos del Nlf\o. El 
SRSG deberfa colaborar con todas las agencias de Ia ONU relevantes pero deberra 
tener unos locales lndependientes y esto se deberla lncluir en los terminos de 
referencla. Fwndecl6n por la··Defensa de Ia Nlftez 
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proceso del estudlo del Secretario General de Ia ONU sobre Ia violencia contra los nil'los 
fue abierto e incluslvo y, en nuestra calidad de ONG, confiamos·en que proslga esta 
cooperacl6n y consulta. 

Conflando en que tome en conslderaci6n estos asuntos antes de nombrar a un SRSG 
. • I 
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His Excellency Ban Ki-moon 
Secretary-General, 
The United Nations, 
1 United Nations Plaza 
New York, New York 10017-3515 

Aruba, May 2"d 2008 

Dear Mr. Secretary-General, 

Sent via sgcentral@un.org 

RE: Appointment of the SRSG on Violence Against Children 

OFT' r Sc '"" ··.Al 

We are writing to you as one of the many organizations that signed the petition calling 
for the appointment of the SRSG in October 2007. As you know, over 1,000 
organizations from around the world called on the United Nations to establish such a 
mandate, a call endorsed by 183 Member States in the GA Resolution A/62/141. 

We welcome the progress that your Office is making towards the appointment of the 
Special Representative on Violence Against Children. We would, however, like to 
raise some concerns with you regarding the process, which we know are shared very 
widely among those working at international, regional and national level to eliminate 
violence against children. In particular: 

1. Independence: Resolution A/62/ 141 requests that the mandate of the SRSG 
should be "effective and independent". We welcome the assurance that the 
SRSG will report independently and directly to your person and will be free to 
appoint his/her own core staff. 

2. Terms of Reference and process of appointment for the SRSG: The GA 
Resolution provides detailed terms of reference for the appointment, 
reinforced in the recent Human Rights Council Resolution A/HRC/7/L.34, 
adopted in March 2008. These should be used in the appointment process. We 
can see no justification for re-writing the terms of reference agreed by 
Member States. Furthermore, the appointment should be made following 
adoption of appropriate criteria, using a transparent process of nominations 



and recommendations, similar to that adopted by the Human Rights Council 
for the appointment of special rapporteurs and other mandate-holders. 

3. Level of appointment: The Resolution further refers to the appointment 'at 
the highest possible level '. This plainly suggests an appointment at the same 
level as the SRSG on Children and Armed Conflict- Under Secretary­
General. Making it at a lower status does not reflect the terms of the resolution 
and effectively suggests that the overall topic of violence against children is of 
lesser importance. 

4. Location: We feel that the office of the SRSG should be located in Geneva ­
rather than New York - to be able to work in close proximity with the full 
range of related UN agencies (OHCHR, WHO, ILO and UNICEF's focal 
point for the UN Study are all located in Geneva, as are the Human Rights 
Council and the Committee on the Rights of the Child. The SRSG should 
collaborate with all relevant UN agencies, but should have independent 
premises and this should be included in the Terms of Reference. 

The process of the UN Secretary-General's Study on Violence against Children was 
open and inclusive, and as NGO, we hope this cooperation and consultation will 
continue. 

We sincerely hope that you will take these issues into account before appointing a 
SRSG. 

Yours sincerely, 
Foundation Telefon pa Hubentud Aruba 

Altagracia Chapman-Cham 
Vice President I Secretary 

Cc: Government of Aruba 
Minister ofF oreign Affairs of the Kingdom of the Netherlands 
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appva frica 
<apvafrica@yahoo.fr> 

02/05/2008 11 :45 AM 

His Excellency Ban Ki-moon 
Secretary-General, 
The United Nations, 
1 United Nations Plaza 

To sgcentral@un.org 

cc 

bee 

Subject contact 

New York, New York 10017-3515 

02th May 2008 

Dear Mr Secretary-General, 

RE: Appointment of the SRSG on Violence Against Children 

lrn~ [L! (( ~ r~ ~ WI r~ R· I··'"'' .... ---,I I 

U l. MAY -: g,{"' 
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OF TilE SECFit1ARY-G diAl 

We are writing to you as one of the many organisations that signed the petition 
calling for the appointment of the SRSG in October 2007. As you know, over 
1,000 organisations from around the world called on the United Nations to 
establish such a mandate, a call endorsed by 183 Member States in the GA 
Resolution A/62/141. 

We welcome the progress that your Office is making towards the appointment of 
the Special Representative on Violence Against Children. We would, however, 
like to raise some concerns with you regarding the process, which we know are 
shared very widely among those working at international, regional and national 
level to eliminate violence against children. In particular: 

1. Independence: Resolution A/62/141 requests that the mandate of the 
SRSG should be "effective and independent". We welcome the assurance 
that the SRSG will report independently and directly to yourself and will be 
free to appoint is/her own core staff. 
2. Terms of Reference and process of appointment for the SRSG: The GA 
Resolution provides detailed terms of reference for the appointment, 
reinforced in the recent Human Rights Council Resolution A/HRC/7 /L.34, 



adopted in March 2008. These should be used in the appointment process. 
We can see no justification for re-writing the terms of reference agreed by 
Member States. Furthermore, the appointment should be made following 
adoption of appropriate criteria, using a transparent process of nominations 
and recommendations, similar to that adopted by the Human Rights Council 
for the appointment of special rapporteurs and other mandate-holders. 
3. Level of appointment: The Resolution further refers to the appointment 
'at the highest possible level'. This plainly suggests an appointment at the 
same level as the SRSG on Children and Armed Conflict - Under 
Secretary-General. Making it at a lower status does not reflect the terms of 
the resolution and effectively suggests that the overall topic of violence 
against children is of lesser importance. 
4. Location: We feel that the office of the SRSG should be located in 
Geneva- rather than New York- to be able to work in close proximity with 
the full range of related UN agencies (OHCHR, WHO, ILO and UNICEF's 
focal point for the UN Study are all located in Geneva, as are the Human 
Rights Council and the Committee on the Rights of the Child. The SRSG 
should collaborate with all relevant UN agencies, but should have 
independent premises and this should be included in the Terms of 
Reference. 

The process of the UN Secretary-General's Study on Violence against Children 
was open and inclusive, and as NGOs, we hope this cooperation and consultation 
will continue. 

We sincerely hope that you will take these issues into account before appointing a 
SRSG. 

Yours sincerely, 

Action for the Protection of vulnerable 
people in Africa 
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Dr. KAPOLI WETSHI,president 

Action pour la protection des personnes vulnerables en Afrique(APPV A) 
Organisation de defense des droits des marginalises 
Adresse: 04,Av. du Commerce,Ville de KINDU,RDC 
TeL:+ 2439940431 os 
site web:http//appva.populus.ch 

Do You Yahoo!? 
En finir avec le spam? Yahoo! Mail vous offre la meilleure protection possible contre les 
messages non sollicites 
http:/ /mail. yahoo. fr Yahoo! Mail 



His Excellency Ban Ki-moon 
Secretary-General, 
The United Nations, 
1 United Nations Plaza 
New York, New York 10017-3515 

2nd May 2008 

Baobab International-Africa 
Po Box 42033-80100 
Mombasa, Kenya 
www.baobab-family.org 

I • 
Dear Mr Secretary-General, 

RE: Appointment of the SRSG on Violence Against Children 

We are writing to you as one of the many organisations that signed the 
petition calling for the appointment of the SRSG in October 2007. As you 
know, over 1 ,000 organisations from around the world called on the United 
Nations to establish such a mandate, a call endorsed by 183 Member States 
in the GA Resolution A/62/141. 

We welcome the progress that your Office is making towards the appointment 
of the Special Representative on Violence Against Children. We would, 
however, like to raise some concerns with you regarding the process, which 
we know are shared very widely among those working at international, 
regional and national level to eliminate violence against children. In particular: 

1. Independence: Resolution A/62/141 requests that the mandate of the 
SRSG should be "effective and independenf'. We welcome the 
assurance that the SRSG will report independently and directly to 
yourself and will be free to appoint is/her own core staff. 

2. Terms of Reference and process of appointment for the SRSG: 
The GA Resolution provides detailed terms of reference for the 
appointment, reinforced in the recent Human Rights Council Resolution 
A/HRC/7/L.34, adopted in March 2008. These should be used in the 
appointment process. We can see no justification for re-writing the 
terms of reference agreed by Member States. Furthermore, the 
appointment should be made following adoption of appropriate criteria, 
using a transparent process of nominations and recommendations, 
similar to that adopted by the Human Rights Council for the 
appointment of special rapporteurs and other mandate-holders. 

3. Level of appointment: The Resolution further refers to the 
appointment 'at the highest possible level'. This plainly suggests an 
appointment at the same level as the SRSG on Children and Armed 
Conflict - Under Secretary-General. Making it at a lower status does 
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not reflect the terms of the resolution and effectively suggests that the 
overall topic of violence against children is of lesser importance. 

4. Location: We feel that the office of the SRSG should be located in 
Geneva- rather than New York- to be able to work in close proximity 
with the full range of related UN agencies (OHCHR, WHO, ILO and 
UNICEF's focal point for the UN Study are all located in Geneva, as 
are the Human Rights Council and the Committee on the Rights of the 
Child. The SRSG should collaborate with all relevant UN agencies, but 
should have independent premises and this should be included in the 
Terms of Reference. 

The process of the UN Secretary-General's Study on Violence against 
Children was open and inclusive, and as NGOs, we hope this cooperation and 
consultation will continue. 

We sincerely hope that you will take these issues into account before 
appointing a SRSG. 

Yours sincerely, 

Solomon Stallone Akanga 
Director Treasury, 
Baobab International-Africa 
Email: Solomon.akanga@hasspetroleum.com 

't __________________________ _ _______________ _ ________ ___ ________ __ _ ___ _ ___ _ __ _ 
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RGerardo SauriR 
<gsauri@derechosinfancia.or 
g.mx> 

02/05/2008 12:47 PM 

Excelentfsimo Ban Ki-moon 
Secretario General, 
Nadones Unidas, 
1 United Nations Plaza 
Nueva York, Nueva York 10017-3515 

To <sgcentral@un.org> 

cc <cheller@sre.gob.mx> 

bee 

Subject Nombramiento del Representante Especial del Secretario 
General (SRSG) para Ia violencia contra ninos y ninas 

Mexico Distrito Federal a 2 de mayo de 2008 

Distinguido senor Secretario General: 

ASUNTO: Nombramiento del Representante Especial del Secretario General (SRSG) para Ia 
violencia contra niiios y niiias 

Nos dirigimos a usted como una de las muchas organizadones que firmaron Ia petid6n del 
nombramiento del SRSG en octubre de 2007. Como usted sabe, mas de 1.000 organizaciones 
de todo el mundo solicitaron a las Naciones Unidas que establederan dicho mandata, una 
petid6n endosada por 183 Estados miembros en Ia Resoluci6n de Ia Asamblea General 
A/62/141 . 

Nos complace el progreso que esta hacienda su oficina para el nombramiento del Representante 
Especial para Ia violencia contra los nif\os. No obstante, deseariamos mencionarle ciertas 
preocupaciones concernientes al proceso, que sabemos comparten ampliamente aquellos que 
trabajan a niveles internacional, regional y nacional en busca de Ia erradicaci6n de Ia violencia 
contra los nif\os. En concreto, quisieramos plantear los puntos siguientes: 

1 . lndependencia: La resolud6n A/62/141 requiere que el mandata del SRSG deberfa ser " 
eficaz e independiente ". Desearfamos que se asegurara que el SRSG informara 
independiente y directamente a usted y tendra libertad para elegir su propio equipo 
principal. 

2. Terminos de referencia y el proceso de nombramiento del SRSG: La resoluci6n de Ia 
Asamblea General proporciona terminos de referenda detallados para el nombramiento, 
reforzados en Ia reciente resoluci6n del Consejo de Derechos Humanos AIHRC/7/L.34, 
adoptada en marzo de 2008. Dichos terminos se deberian usar en el proceso de 
nombramiento. No podemos ver justificaci6n para volver a redactar los terminos de 
referenda acordados por los Estados miembros. Lo que es mas, el nombramiento se 
deberia realizar siguiendo Ia adopci6n de criterios apropiados y utilizando un proceso 
transparente de nominadones y recomendaciones, similares a los adoptados por el 
Consejo de Derechos Humanos para el nombramiento de relatores especiales y otros 
titulares de mandatos. 

3. Nivel de nombramiento: La resoluci6n tambien hace referenda al nombramiento "a/ 
nivel superior posible" . Claramente, esto sugiere un nombramiento al mismo nivel que el 
de SRSG para los Nif\os y conflictos armadas: bajo el secretario general. Si se le da un 
papel inferior no se reflejaran los terminos de Ia resolud6n y de hecho se sugerira que el 
tema general de Ia violencia contra los nif\os tiene una importanda menor. 

4. Ubicaci6n: En nuestra opinion, Ia ofidna del SRSG deberia estar en Ginebra -antes que 
en Nueva York- para poder trabajar en estrecha colaboraci6n con Ia gama completa de 
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las agendas de Ia ONU relacionadas (el punta de enfoque de OACDH, OMS, OIT y 
UNICEF para el estudio de Ia ONU estan todas radicadas en Ginebra, asi como el 
Consejo de Derechos Humanos y el Comite de los Derechos del Nino. El SRSG deberia 
colaborar con todas las agencias de Ia ONU relevantes pero deberia tener unos locales 

independientes y esto se deberia incluir en los terminos de referenda. 

El proceso del estudio del Secretario General de Ia ONU sabre Ia violencia contra los nir'ios fue 
abierto e inclusivo y, en nuestra calidad de ONG, confiamos en que prosiga esta cooperad6n y 
consulta. 

Confiando en que tome en consideraci6n estos asuntos antes de nombrar a un SRSG, 

Atentamente, 

Red par los Derechos de Ia lnfanda en Mexico 
Gerardo Sauri Suarez 

Director Ejecutivo 
Representante de America Latina en el Consejo Consultivo de ONG 

para el Seguimiento al Estudio de Violencia del Secretario General de Naciones Unidas 

CC Claude Heller Rouassant, Representante Permanente del Estado Mexicano ante Ia 
Organizaci6n de Naciones Unidas 



•Miguel Blasco I ALCACJ• 
<miguelblasco@lacaymca.or 
g> 

02/05/2008 12:30 PM 

His Excellency Ban Ki-moon 
Secretary-General, 
The United Nations, 
1 United Nations Plaza 
New York, New York 10017-3515 

Montevideo, Mayo 2 de 2008 

Dear Mr Secretary-General, 

To sgcentral@un.org 

cc "Clarissa Balan" <clarissa@ymca.int>, 
secretarygeneral@ymca.int 

bee 

Subject Letter to UN Secretary General 

RE: Appointment of the SRSG on Violence Against Children 

We are writing to you as one of the many organisations that signed the petition calling for the 
appointment of the SRSG in October 2007. As you know, over 1,000 organisations from around 
the world called on the United Nations to establish such a mandate, a call endorsed by 183 
Member States in the GA Resolution A/62/141 . 

We welcome the progress that your Office is making towards the appointment of the Special 
Representative on Violence Against Children. We would, however, like to raise some concerns 
with you regarding the process, which we know are shared very widely among those working at 
international, regional and national level to eliminate violence against children. In particular: 

1. Independence: Resolution A/62/141 requests that the mandate of the SRSG should be " 
effective and independent ". We welcome the assurance that the SRSG will report 
independently and directly to yourself and will be free to appoint is/her own core staff. 

2. Terms of Reference and process of appointment for the SRSG: The GA Resolution 
provides detailed terms of reference for the appointment, reinforced in the recent Human 
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Rights Council Resolution A/HRC/7/L.34, adopted in March 2008. These should be used 
in the appointment process. We can see no justification for re-writing the terms of 
reference agreed by Member States. Furthermore, the appointment should be made 
following adoption of appropriate criteria, using a transparent process of nominations and 
recommendations, similar to that adopted by the Human Rights Council for the 
appointment of special rapporteurs and other mandate-holders. 

3. Level of appointment: The Resolution further refers to the appointment 'at the highest 
possible level' . This plainly suggests an appointment at the same level as the SRSG on 
Children and Armed Conflict- Under Secretary-General. Making it at a lower status does 
not reflect the terms of the resolution and effectively suggests that the overall topic of 
violence against children is of lesser importance. 

4. Location: We feel that the office of the SRSG should be located in Geneva - rather than 
New York- to be able to work in close proximity with the full range of related UN 
agencies (OHCHR, WHO, ILO and UNICEF's focal point for the UN Study are all 
located in Geneva, as are the Human Rights Council and the Committee on the Rights of 
the Child. The SRSG should collaborate with all relevant UN agencies, but should have 
independent premises and this should be included in the Terms of Reference. 

The process of the UN Secretary-General's Study on Violence against Children was open and 
inclusive, and as NGOs, we hope this cooperation and consultation will continue. 

We sincerely hope that you will take these issues into account before appointing a SRSG. 

Yours sincerely, 

Miguel Blasco 
Secretariat 
Latin American and Caribbean Alliance ofYMCAs 

CC Worl Alliance ofYMCAs 
Capitulo Latinoamericano MMI 

miguel blasco 
CJCCUli\'O de pt ograma~ y pro~ctto:. 

Espafiol 

ollcna desu:mral:z.ad1 de montevideo I uruguay 

widono. {598 2) 600 9940 
skype. rni.guelbh>t o 
website' w.,..,,., .. lacaymra org 

La Alianza Latinoarnericana y del Caribe de Asociaciones Cristianas de J6venes es Ia Organizaci6n de 
area del Movimiento Mundial de ACJs cuya Misi6n es fortalecer a los Movimientos Nacionales que Ia 
conforman a traves del desarrollo de Ia unidad, integridad. cooperaci6n, participaci6n. confraternidad y 
solidaridad; para que estos a su vez favorezcan el desarrollo en espfritu. mente y cuerpo de individuos, 
familias y comunidades 



English 
The Latin American and Caribbean Alliance of YMCAs is an Area Organization and is part of the World 
Alliance of YMCAs wt1icl1 Mission is to strengthen its National Movements through the development of the 
unity, integrity, cooperation, participation. fraterni ty and solidarity. making our National Movements 
capable of developing the spirit, mind and body of the individuals, families and communities. 

Portuguese 
A Aliam;a Latino Americana e Caribenha das Associa{(oes Cristas de Mogos e uma organizagao cie area 
do Movimento Mundial das ACMs cuja Missao e Fortalecer os Movimentos Nacionais que se congregam 
por meio do desenvolvimento da uniclade, integridade. cooperagao, participa<;:ao. confraterniza<;:ao e 
solidariedade para favorecer o desenvolvimento da alma. corpo e mente de pessoas, farnilias e 
comunidades. 

Miguel Blasco 
Ejecutivo de Programas y Proyectos 
ALCACJ/LACA/ ALCACM 
Oficina descentralizada de Montevideo 
Skype: miguelblasco 
MSN: miguelblasco 
Tel/fax +598 2 6009940 



His Excellency Ban Ki-moon 
Secretary-General , 
The United Nations, 
1 United Nations Plaza 
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New York, New York 10017-3515 

SanJos~ . May2,2008 

Dear Mr Secretary-General , 

RE: Appointment of the SRSG on Violence Against Children 

We are writing to you as one of the many organisations that signed the 
petition calling for the appointment of the SRSG in October 2007. As you 
know, over 1 ,000 organisations from around the world called on the United 
Nations to establish such a mandate, a call endorsed by 183 Member States 
in the GA Resolution A/62/141 . 

We welcome the progress that your Office is making towards the appointment 
of the Special Representative on Violence Against Children . We would, 
however, like to raise some concerns with you regarding the process, which 
we know are shared very widely among those working at international, 
regional and national level to eliminate violence against children. In particular: 

1. Independence: Resolution A/62/141 requests that the mandate of the 
SRSG should be "effective and independent' . We welcome the 
assurance that the SRSG will report independently and directly to 
yourself and will be free to appoint is/her own core staff. 

2. Terms of Reference and process of appointment for the SRSG: 
The GA Resolution provides detailed terms of reference for the 
appointment, reinforced in the recent Human Rights Council Resolution 
A/HRC/7/L.34, adopted in March 2008. These should be used in the 
appointment process. We can see no justification for re-writing the 
terms of reference agreed by Member States. Furthermore, the 
appointment should be made following adoption of appropriate criteria, 
using a transparent process of nominations and recommendations, 
similar to that adopted by the Human Rights Council for the 
appointment of special rapporteurs and other mandate-holders. 

3. Level of appointment: The Resolution further refers to the 
appointment 'at the highest possible level'. This plainly suggests an 
appointment at the same level as the SRSG on Children and Armed 
Conflict- Under Secretary-General. Making it at a lower status does 
not reflect the terms of the resolution and effectively suggests that the 
overall topic of violence against children is of lesser importance. 

4. Location: We feel that the office of the SRSG should be located in 
Geneva- rather than New York- to be able to work in close proximity 
with the full range of related UN agencies (OHCHR, WHO, ILO and 



UNICEF's focal point for the UN Study are all located in Geneva, as 
are the Human Rights Council and the Committee on the Rights of the 
Child. The SRSG should collaborate with all relevant UN agencies, but 
should have independent premises and this should be included in the 
Terms of Reference. 

The process of the UN Secretary-General's Study on Violence against 
Children was open and inclusive, and as NGOs, we hope this cooperation and 
consultation will continue. 

We sincerely hope that you will take these issues into account before 
appointing a SRSG. 

Yours sincerely, 

Centro de Derechos Sociales de Ia Persona Migrante 
CENDEROS 

Telefax (506) 2 222 10 80 
Telefono (506) 2 221 23 92 
Apdo Postal 6965-1000 San Jose 
Costa Rica 
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His Excellency Ban Ki-moon 
Secretary-General, 
The United Nations, 
1 United Nations Plaza 
New York, New York 10017-3515 

May 1st 2008 Dammam,Saudi Arabia 

Dear Mr Secretary-General, 
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To sgcentral@un.org 
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/ .~'Z-a'{tt~LJ 
cc CRIN Arabic <crinarabic@googlemail.com>, info@crin.org, 

humanrightsfirst_saudiarabia@yahoo.com, 
mugaiteeb2000@hotmail .com 
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Subject Appointment of the SRSG on Violence Against Children 

RE: Appointment of the SRSG on Violence Against Children 

We are writing to you as one of the many organisations that signed the petition calling for the 
appointment of the SRSG in October 2007. As you know, over 1,000 organisations from around 
the world called on the United Nations to establish such a mandate, a call endorsed by 183 
Member States in the GA Resolution A/621141. 

We welcome the progress that your Office is making towards the appointment of the Special 
Representative on Violence Against Children. We would, however, like to raise some concerns 
with you regarding the process, which we know are shared very widely among those working at 
international, regional and national level to eliminate violence against children. In particular: 

1. Independence: Resolution A/62/ 141 requests that the mandate ofthe SRSG should be " 
effective and independent ". We welcome the assurance that the SRSG will report 
independently and directly to yourself and will be free to appoint is/her own core staff. 

2. Terms of Reference and process of appointment for the SRSG: The GA Resolution 
provides detailed terms of reference for the appointment, reinforced in the recent Human 
Rights Council Resolution A/HRC/7 /L.34, adopted in March 2008. These should be used 
in the appointment process. We can see no justification for re-writing the terms of 
reference agreed by Member States. Furthermore, the appointment should be made 
following adoption of appropriate criteria, using a transparent process of nominations and 
recommendations, similar to that adopted by the Human Rights Council for the 
appointment of special rapporteurs and other mandate-holders. 

3. Level of appointment: The Resolution further refers to the appointment 'at the highest 
possible level ' . This plainly suggests an appointment at the same level as the SRSG on 



Children and Armed Conflict - Under Secretary-General. Making it at a lower status does 
not reflect the terms of the resolution and effectively suggests that the overall topic of 
violence against children is of lesser importance. 

4. Location: We feel that the office of the SRSG should be located in Geneva - rather than 
New York - to be able to work in close proximity with the full range of related UN 
agencies (OHCHR, WHO, ILO and UNICEF's focal point for the UN Study are all 
located in Geneva, as are the Human Rights Council and the Committee on the Rights of 
the Child. The SRSG should collaborate with all relevant UN agencies, but should have 
independent premises and this should be included in the Terms of Reference. 

The process of the UN Secretary-General's Study on Violence against Children was open and 
inclusive, and as NGOs, we hope this cooperation and consultation will continue. 

We sincerely hope that you will take these issues into account before appointing a SRSG. 

Yours sincerely, 
Ibrahim Al Mugaiteeb 
President, 
Human Rights First Society-Saudi Arabia 
+966505820658 
humanrightsfirst saudiarabia@yahoo.com 

Human Rights First Society,Saudi Arabia 

P.O.Box 3508 AlKhobar 31952 Saudi Arabia. 

Fax:+96638339777 


