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SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS IN
PREVENTIVE DIPLOMACY AND PEACEMAKING

IN THE WEEK BEGINNING 3 JULY 1998

Department of Political Affairs

AFRICA

Algeria: On 8 July, the Secretary-General met with the Panel of Eminent Persons that he established
with the view to gathering information on the situation in Algeria. The members of the Panel, which are
scheduled to travel to Algeria on 22 July, at the invitation of the Algerian Government, will submit a
report to the Secretary-General. The Panel is composed of Mario Soares (Chairman), former President
of Portugal; I.K. Gujral, former Prune Minister of India; Abdel Karim Kabariti, former Prime Minister
of Jordan; Donald McHenry, former United States Representative to the UN; Simone Veil, former
Secretary of State of France; and Amos Wako, Attorney-General of Kenya.

Angola: Government troops and UNIT A forces clashed following the death of 16 members of the
Angolan National Police in Luanda Norte when their vehicle struck a freshly laid mine. Although the
situation remained tense, reports indicated that Savimbi had agreed to initiate telephone contact with
President dos Santos and send UNITA officials, including the Representative to the Joint Commission
back to Luanda to resume their functions.

Burkina Faso/Ghana: Burkina Faso and Ghana agreed in Accra on 8 April to set up a joint committee to
manage the resources of the Volta Lake basin, following complaints by President Rawlings that dams
construction and other developments upstream on the river by Burkina Faso caused water shortages in
the Akosombo hydro-electric dam in Ghana, resulting in an energy crisis for several countries of the
region.

Cameroon/Nigeria: On 4 July, Nigeria's new ruler General Abubakar told the Speaker of Cameroon's
National Assembly Cavaye Yegue Djibril that Abuja wanted good relations with Yaounde, that Africa
was tired of wars and that the true spirit of African solidarity and brotherhood should prevail in their
relations. Djibril had come to present President Biya's condolences for President Abacha's death.
Diplomatic sources in Yaounde said that Cameroon wished to seize the opportunity of the current Abuja
regime's good disposition to seek a friendly bilateral solution to the Bakassi dispute.

Central African Republic: Radio Bangui quoted the electoral commission on 4 July as saying that the
legislative elections would take place on 20 September with a second round on 11 October. The results
would be published on 25 October. These dates are still to be confirmed by the Government and the
Constitutional Court. Also, dates have yet to be set for the registration of candidates, the official
opening of the electoral campaign and the publishing of the electoral lists, which included 885,000
voters in the last elections in 1993.

Comoros: Anjouan's separatist leader Ibrahim Abdallah dismissed the "Government" of the island in
the wake of serious differences with his "Prime Minister", Said Omar Chamassi. The latter demands the
reattachment of Anjouan to France whereas Abdallah believes in total independence for the island. In
the past few days, according to sources, the militias of the two leaders clashed in the town of Domoni.
Abdallah said that he would soon appoint a new "Government" to prepare for a planned inter-island
conference.



Cote d'lvoire: President Konan Bedie has launched a drive against corruption which has resulted in the
arrest of senior civil servants and in ministry audits. He told members of Government and Parliament
that no one was above the law and that lapses, embezzlement and tax evasion will be punished according
to the law. The President's statement follows a request by IMF and the World Bank for more
transparency and tighter control in state economic management.

Eritrea/Ethiopia: No major clashes have been reported since 11 June, although mobilization is
continuing on both sides. With Rwanda announcing its withdrawal from the OAU team, the OAU
delegation at the ambassadorial level, consisting of Burkina Faso, Djibouti, and Zimbabwe as well as
some OAU staff, visited Asmara in early July and now returned to Addis where it met Ethiopian officials
on 8 July. Eritrea reportedly handed to the OAU delegation a position paper. The Eritrean spokesman
was quoted as saying that there was a belter understanding of the Eritrean position by the OAU and the
international community in general. Ethiopia has criticized Eritrea of selective reading of the Security
Council resolution and demanded its full acceptance. Following Ethiopia's call last month for
international assistance to some 145,000 Ethiopian IDPs, Eritrea has called for assistance to more than
100,000 of its IDPs.

Gabon: President Omar Bongo flew to Luanda on 7 July for talks with President Dos Santos, inter alia
on the reorganization of the Economic Community of Central African States and on bilateral questions,
particularly on the reactivation of the two countries' joint cooperation commission. Meanwhile in
Libreville, in-fighting within the Gabonese main opposition party, the National Bucherons Rally,
resulted in the dismissal of Kombila Koumba, the party's deputy-chairman, and the weakening of the
party itself five months before the presidential elections. On another development, Interior and Health
Ministers from 9 central African countries held a five-day meeting in Libreville to forge strategies to
combat epidemics in the region.

Mauritius: Deputy-Prime Minister Rajkeswur Purryag and a team of Commonwealth Ministers
representing small island developing countries (SIDCs) set out for visits to Washington DC, Geneva and
Brussels to put their case to the major financial institutions. The mission was established at last
October's Commonwealth summit meeting to ensure that the special situation of the SIDCs are
recognized by the donor community.

Rwanda: On 5 July 1998, President Bizimungu arrived in Tanzania for a three-day official visit at the
invitation of President Mkapa. At the opening of the Dar-es-Salaam International Trade Fair, he stressed
the need to promote the private sector to spearhead economic development in Africa and to leave for the
governments to look into the problems of good governance. President Mkapa called for a partnership
between Tanzania and Rwanda for sustainable development and expressed the hope for increased
bilateral trade between the two countries. Tanzania welcomed Rwanda's bid to join the East African
Cooperation and UNDP's initiative to develop a co-ordinated development programme for the Great
Lakes region.

Senegal: On 3 July, President Abdou Diouf appointed a new Government with outgoing Economy,
Finance and Planning Minister Lamine Loum as new Prime Minister and Jacques Baudin as new Foreign
Minister. On another development, humanitarian agencies requested the Senegalese Government to
facilitate their access to the 300,000 refugees trapped between the fighting in Guinea Bissau and the
land-mines in Casamance laid by the separatist MFDC rebels. They argued that the closure of the border



due to the conflict in Guinea Bissau was hampering the delivery of food and medicines to the refugees
and increasing the risks of famine and epidemics.

Somalia: About 40 Somalis, including the three Mogadishu-based leaders but not Mohamed Ibrahim
Egal or major Darod leaders, visited Libya for prayers on the birthday of the Prophet Mohamed. They
were expected to request financial assistance for a national reconciliation conference (NRC). The
Majerten and some Darod leaders have agreed on much of the draft Charter to establish "Puntland" in
the Northeast at Garowe. However, some important issues, such as the procedure for the selection of the
legislature and the President (Premier/Governor), still remain to be resolved. The Italian Envoy pledged
Italian assistance to the "Puntland" administration as a building-block of a future Somali Government.
Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia's livestock ban has led to a drastic reduction in the revenue base of the Egal
administration, causing concern about a possible destabilization of the relative peace in "Somaliland".

Togo: The Constitutional Court ruled on 3 July that the Interior Ministry had acted properly in
confiscating the ballot boxes, counting the votes and announcing the presidential elections results, in the
absence of a body legally entitled to replace the electoral commission, since the head and 4 members of
the commission had resigned their posts. Opposition candidate Gilchrist Olympio dismissed the ruling
as coming from a "kangaroo court" composed of Eyadema supporters. Meanwhile, a clandestine radio
began broadcasting anti-Government slogans and the opposition held a rally despite the recent ban on
demonstrations.

ASIA

Alma-Ata/5-Nation summit: The presidents of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and China, as well
as the Russian Foreign Minister, met in Alma-Ata on 3 July to review implementation of the 1996
Shanghai agreement and the 1997 Moscow accord on confidence-building measures in the military field
and the reduction of armed forces along their common borders. The joint statement signed at the summit
expressed the aspiration of the five countries to strengthen and encourage in every possible way long-
term economic partnership in the region. After the summit, Kazakhstan signed two important bilateral
agreements, one with China that finally resolves the two countries' territorial dispute, and the other with
Russia on the division of the northern sector of the Caspian Sea bed.

Myanmar: Tension in Yangori is rising and expected to increase in August, which marks the tenth
anniversary of the 1988 uprisings. The national authorities have taken further steps against the NLD.
One incident which commenced on 7 July involved Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and two other leading NLD
officials. The group was stopped on a road outside Yangon and was denied the right to travel to a
planned meeting. After 16 hours Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and her supporters were permitted to leave the
site of the standoff and to return to Yangon.

EUROPE

Cyprus/Russia: Defence Minister Omirou is on a four-day visit visit to Russia in which he will discuss
bilateral military cooperation and the Cyprus peace process with his counterpart Igor Sergeyev. His trip
will be followed by a visit by President Clerides between 11-14 July where he will be a guest of honor at
the World Youth Games. Clerides will also meet President Yeltsin.



FRY/Kosovo: On 8 July, the Contact Group called for an immediate cease-fire in Kosovo to pave the
way for a dialogue on the future status of the province. The Contact Group, reiterating that it supported
neither the status quo nor independence for Kosovo, adopted a package of "basic elements" for a
resolution of the question of future status of Kosovo. The plan reportedly suggests autonomy options for
Kosovo and would be confidentially presented to Belgrade and Pristina. Meanwhile, all countries were
urged to prevent the supply of financial support, weapons or training for armed Kosovo Albanian
groups. The Contact Group will seek an approval of its decisions by the Security Council. Should the
required steps not be taken, the Contact Group would consider further action under the UN Charter,
including military options, to bring about compliance by those who block the process.




