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THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

Dear Ms_ Bokova, 

28 March 2012 

As you are aware, in August 2010 I established the High-level Panel on 
Global Sustainability (GSP), and asked its members to reflect on and formulate 
a new vision for sustainable growth and prosperity, along with mechanisms for 
achieving it. The Panel has recently issued its report (United Nations document 
A/66/700), containing 56 recommendations_ I am committed to advancing as 
many of the recommendations addressed to me as possible, depending of course 
on the specific requirements for each one and the availability of resources_ 

I would like to ask for your kind assistance in following up on one 
of the recommendations of the Panel, which relates to a core objective of the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, namely 
mobilizing science knowledge and policy for sustainable development. GSP 
recommendation 51 asks me to "consider naming a chief scientific adviser or 
establishing a scientific advisory board with diverse knowledge and experience 
to advise [the Secretary-General] and other organs of the United Nations"_ 
Moreover, the Panel has recommended the broader strengthening of the interface 
between policy and science, including through the launching of a major global 
scientific initiative_ 

I would be grateful if you could convene a small, ad-hoc group of senior 
United Nations system officials and representatives of major scientific bodies to 
consider these issues, and provide advice to me on how to take them forward. 
Please note that, while the possible launch of a major global scientific initiative 
is not directed specifically at me, I would like to get your expert advice on that 
issue as well, so that we can then engage with world leaders to make it happen. 

Ms. Irina Bokova 
Director-General 
United Nations Educational, Scientific 

and Cultural Organization 
Paris 



It would be very helpful if I could receive your advice before the 
United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20), so that 
I can follow up as needed and make the relevant announcements at Rio. 

The Executive Secretary of the Global Sustainability Panel, 
Mr. Janos Pasztor, whom I have entrusted with following up on the Panel's 
recommendations, is at your disposal to provide any clarification or other 
support that you may require. 

Yours sincerely, 



Note to Mr. Nambiar 

Secretary-General's letter to Ms. Bokova 

Please find attached a letter to Ms. Bokova requesting her to convene a small, 
ad-hoc group of senior UN system officials and representatives of major scientific bodies 
to consider recommendation 51 of the High-Level Panel on Global Sustainability and 
advise the Secretary-General accordingly. I would appreciate if the letter could be 
forwarded to the Secretary-General for his signature. 

12-02808 

Robert Orr 
26 March 2012 


