
REFERENCE: 

UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UNIES 

POSTAL ADDRESS - AORESSE PO STALE : UNITED NATIONS, NY 10017 

CABLE ADDRESS - ADRESSE TELEGRAPHIQUE : UNATIONS NEWYORK 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

CABINET DU SECRETAIRE GENERAL 

26 August 2011 

Dear Dr. Mozaffari, 

Thank you for your letter of 2 August 2011 to the Secretary-General, 
in which you invited him to send a video message to the "International 
Conference on Dialogue among Religions and Cultures in Asia," to be held in 
Tehran on 11-12 September 2011 . 

I regret to inform you that the Secretary-General will not be able to 
meet your request. Please accept, in any case, our best wishes for a successful 
event. 

Dr. Mohammad Hossein Mozaffari 
Director General 
Center for Interreligious Dialogue (CID) 
Tehran 

cor-< /tt/oct 

Yours sincerely, 

~ ')_..------
Vijay ambiar 
Chef de Cabinet 
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Hi Janice, 

Request for a message from the SG for the International conference on 
Dialogue among Religions and Cultures in Asia, Tehran, 11-12 September 
Elizabeth Wanic to: Janice Willingston 25/08/2011 09:50 AM 

Richard indicated to me t!:lat he Mad no response on this. 
Would you mind drawing it to Mr. Nambia['s attention? 

Thank you! 
Liz 

Richard Amdur 

----- Original Message ----­
From: Richard Amdur 
Sent : 08 / 23 / 2011 05 : 50 PM EDT 
To : Vijay Na mbia r; Wonsoo Kim; Ni chola s Haysom; Kishore Mandhyan 
Cc: El izabeth Wanic 
Subject: Fw: Request for a message from the SG for the Inte rnational 

conferen ce on Dial ogue among Religions and Cultures in As i a , Tehra n, 11- 12 
September 

colleagues, 
given the subject, locale and date of this event, i would be grateful for your guidance. my view, 
based on the pros and cons set out below by the alliance of civilizations office, is that we should 
decline this request since there is potentially great risk yet little or nothing to be gained. you will 
all recall the last dust-up involving the message we provided to the terrorism conference in iran; 
to continue associating ourselves in this way could well be seen as weird and provocative. 
grateful for your views. 
many thanks, 
richard 

***** 
From: 
To: 
Cc: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Thomas Uthup/NY/UNO 
Ruxandra Ferascu/NY/UNO@UNHQ 
Elizabeth Wanic/NY/UNO@UNHQ, daanishm@unops.org 
19/08/2011 12:12 PM 
Re: Fw: Request for a message from the SG for the International conference on Dialogue among 
Religions and Cultures in Asia, Tehran, 11 -12 September 

Dear Ruxandra: 

Thanks for your request for the Alliance' s advice on whether the SG should send a message to 
this conference. 

Our research indicates that while there may be a couple of good reasons to send a message, there 
are more reasons not to send a message. 
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In summary, the pros of sending a message: 
· 1) The Alliance strongly encourages all conferences promoting interreligious and 

intercultural dialogue, and therefore an SG message would be very encouraging. 
2) Since the center was first established in 1990 in the Ministry of Culture and Islamic 
Guidance, a message might be useful in strengthening UNSG relations with the Iranian 
government. 

The cons 
1) This center is not to be confused with the Institute of Interreligious Dialogue (an 
NGO) of Seyyed Mohammad Ali Abtahi, former Vice President oflran and a close 
associate of former President Khatami; Mr. Abtahi is currently imprisoned. 
2) This conference does not have any United Nations linkages, particularly with 
UNESCO or the UN Alliance of Civilizations 
3) The center appears to have a heavy concentration on dialogue mainly with the Holy 
See and other Christian denominations, but less so with Jews, Zoroastrians, and Baha' i, 
who are significant religious minorities in Iran. 
4) The conferences do not seem to lead to concrete actions (as preferred by the 
Alliance), but rather somewhat abstract theological discussions. 
5) Previous reports of the SG on the Human Rights Situation in Iran ((latest: A/65/370) 
point to the continuing concern about the persecution of the Baha' i and other minorities 
by the government and it may be considered inappropriate for the SG to send a statement 
to this center that is linked to the government of Iran. 

Do let us know if you would still need a statement which we would be happy to provide. 

Best regards, 

Thomas 

-----Ruxandra Ferascu/NY/UNO wrote: ----­
To: Thomas Uthup/NY/UNO@UNHQ 
From: Ruxandra Ferascu/NY/UNO 
Date: 08/12/2011 01:47PM 
Cc: Elizabeth Wanic/NY/UNO@UNHQ, daanishm@unops.org 
Subject: Fw: Request for a message from the SG for the International conference on Dialogue among 
Religions and Cultures in Asia, Tehran, 11-12 September 

Request actually attached. 
(See attached file: 11-07665_ 09-Aug-2011_ 14h20min.pdf) 
----- Forwarded by Ruxandra Ferascu/NY/UNO on 12/08/2011 01:46PM-----

From: Ruxandra Ferascu/NY/UNO 
To: Thomas Uthup/NY/UNO@UNHQ 
Cc: Elizabeth Wanic/NY/UNO@UNHQ, daanishm@unops.org 
Date: 12/08/2011 01 :45 PM 
Subject: Request for a message from the SG for the International conference on Dialogue among 
Religions and Cultures in Asia, Tehran, 11-12 September 
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Dear Mr. Uthup, 

We have received the attached request from the Center for Interreligious Dialogue for a video message 
for a conference on dialogue among religions and cultures in Asia to take place in Tehran on 11 - 12 
September. The SG will not be able to record a video message but we would welcome your advice on 
whether you feel the Secretary-General should send a written message to this conference. 

Please bear in mind that our policy is to agree to contributions in the name of the Secretary-General only 
when there is a very good reason -- not only when it does no harm, and not only because we may have 
provided one in the past. 

We would be grateful for your reply by 25 August. If you agree that a message would be appropriate, we 
would be grateful to receive a draft (comprising a maximum of 400 words) by 29 August. 

Thank you. 

Ruxandra 

Ruxandra Ferascu 
Communications and Speechwriting Unit 
Executive Office of the Secretary-General 
United Nations 
Tel. 212 963 4092 
Fax. 212 963 5965 
E-mail: ferascu@un.org 

[attachment "11 -07665_09-Aug-2011 _14h20min.pdf' removed by Thomas Uthup/NY/UNO] 

•• 
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COPY 

Center for Interreligious Dialogue 
Organization of Culture and Islamic Relations 

Excellency, 

C(... 

"rt-itH V 
vtJ 
14· ~ cA e.u.JI!,Ir 

'-1'1C 
No. 64/3758 

Date: August 2, 2011 

I have the honor to inform you that, ursu~nt !_o paragraph 16 of_the resol~ti~ 
Protect~g an_d_ R~sp~c~4:_1g __ Cultural Di~ersi in Asia adopted in the Asian Parliamentary 
Assembly (AP A) Plenary session in Damascus in November 2010, the Center for 

J!!terreligiuus Dialngue_(CID) oLthe OrganizatiQn _of Culture and Islamic Relations of the I~ 
Iran _in association with the APA is planning to organize "the International CQnference on 

Dialooue am on Relig!o_u!_ ~I_ld Cultures i!! Asi~". The Conference is scheduled to be held 
inTehranon11-12Se .2011. 

I would like to request Your Excellency t~u ort our ef~rty by shm:ing your vi_~ 
_on the subject with the E.articipan~~ough a recorded video messa e. Alternatively, your 
representative could deliver your written message to the Conference. 

Attached please find the main concept of the Conference as well as the themes and - -- -.-- -
sl!_b-themes to be discussed in the course of this two-day event for your information. 

Looking forward to a positive response from Your Excellency, please accept, 
Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

His Excellency Mr. Ban Ki-moon 

Secretary-General of the United Nation 

United Nations Organization, New York, USA 

Dr. Mohammad Hossein Mozaffari 

Director General, 

Center for Interreligious Dialogue (CID) 



International Conference on Dialogue among Religions and 
Cultures in Asia 

September 11-12, 2011 
Tehran-Islamic Republic oflran 

Concept of the Conference 
Asia is the birthplace different religions, cultures and philosophical schools of 

thought all of which play a major role in constituting social bonds among many 
societies and nations. Most scholars and thinkers are of the opinion that the existing 
diverse cultures of this region can pave the path for closer cooperation and harmony 
among Asian nations. The shared values of Asia's rich diverse ethnic, religious and 
cultural communities such as mutual respect, non-violence and love for peace and 
justice, call on scholars and thinkers to make greater effort towards the enhancement 
of integration and harmony among Asian cultures and civilizations. 

Protecting and Respecting Cultural Diversity is essential for maintaining peace, 
justice and a civilized way of life on our planet. The common heritage of diversified 
cultures of Asia necessitates dialogue between cultures and religions; which in tum 
will strengthen the values shared by the peoples of Asia and enhance cooperation, 
peace and friendship while diminishing the risk of discrimination, violence and war. 

To achieve this objective, the Center for Interreligious Dialogue (CID) of the 
Organization of Culture and Islamic Relations proposed to the Sub-Committee on 
Protecting and Respecting Cultural Diversity held in Phnom Penh on 5 July 2010, to 
host an International Conference on "Dialogue among Religions and Cultures in Asia" 
jointly with the Islamic Parliament of Iran. The Conference will be participated by 
members of parliaments, religious scholars and thinkers from Asian countries who 
share their views and thoughts for promoting understanding and harmony. The 
proposal was endorsed in article 16 of the resolution on Protecting and Respecting 
Cultural Diversity in Asia which states: 

"We welcome the proposal contained in secretary-general's report about the 
decision of the Islamic parliament of Iran and the Iranian center for inter-religious 
dialogue (CID) to jointly host an "international conference on dialogue among 
religions and culture in Asia" in 2011 and request the hosts to provide timely and 
detailed information on substantive and organizational arrangements for the 
conference to member parliaments through the secretary-general so as to ensure wide 
participation from across Asia." 

The Resolution was eventually adopted in the AP A Plenary in Damascus in November 
2010 and in order to implement the decision taken by the AP A, the CID in 
consultation with the AP A Secretariat decided that the first round of this conference 
be held in Tehran on 11-12 Sep. 2011. 



Main Themes of the Conference 

• Common Cultural Concepts and Asian Convergence 
• Cultural Ties and Bonds among Asian Nations 
• Social Ties and Bonds among Asian Nations 
• Globalization and Civilizational Convergence in Asia 

Sub-Themes of the Conference 

Common Cultural Concepts and Asian Convergence 

1. Peace: A Common Discourse among Eastern Religions and Schools of 
Thought. 

2. Tolerance, Affection and Non-Violence in Eastern Cultural and Religious 
Thoughts 

3. The Concept of Justice in Eastern Cultures and Religions of Asia 
4. Modern Common Cultural Concepts in Today's World 
5. Spirituality and Mysticism in Asian Philosophies 
6. Ethical Values and their Importance in Eastern Societies 
7. The Response of Asian Cultures towards Western Cultures 
8. The Role ofPioneer Asian Cultures in the Contemporary Regional of Global 

Developments 
9. The Role of Spirituality and Ethics in Social Integrity in Asian Societies 

Cultural Ties and Bonds among Asian Nations 

1. Cultural Symbols of the East Such as the Silk Road and their Role in Asian 
Ties and Bonds 

2. The Role of Regional Cultural Arrangements in Asian Convergence. 
3. Interreligious Dialogue and Asian Convergence 
4. The Concept of Justice in Eastern Cultures and Religions of Asia 
5. The Concept of Compassion and Non-Violence from the Viewpoint of Asian 

Religions and Schools ofThought 
6. Cultural Developments and the Vulnerability of the Cultures of Asian Nations 
7. Inter-Cultural Dialogue: A Means for Impacting or Being Impacted 
8. The Strengths and Weaknesses of Eastern Cultures in their Interaction with 

Western Cultures 
9. The Cultural Awaking in the East 
10. Cultural Relations of the East Religion and Culture 



Social Ties and Bonds among Asian Nations 

1. The Diverse Eastern Communities and Common Cultural Values 
2. The Role ofEducation in Social Convergence in Asia 
3. The Role of Eastern Religion in Strengthening Convergence in Asia 
4. Social Diversity and the Mechanisms of Ensuring Human Rights 
5. Social Diversity and Indigenous Means ofPreserving and Protecting 

Environment 
6. The Role oflnterreligious Dialogue in Peaceful Co-existence in Asia 
7. Family Values in Asia 
8. Common Cultural Identity of Asian Youths 
9. Religions and Global Peace 

Globalization and Civilizational Convergence in Asia 

1. Asian Civilizations the Birthplace of World Civilization 
2. The Reciprocal Impact of Asian Civilizations and their Role in Promoting 

Convergence 
3. Interreligious Dialogue and Globalization in Asia 
4. The Role of Common Cultural Heritages in Civilizational Ties between Asian 

Nations 
5. Asian Civilizations in the Age of Globalization 
6. Eastern Experience of Globalization 
7. Global Elements of Asian Civilizations 
8. The Shock of Globalization and the Response of Asian Nation 
9. Mesopotamia a Bridge between Eastern and Western Civilizations 
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In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful 

No. 711 8 August 201 I 

Excellency, 

I have the honour to enclose herewith, the Jetter of H.E. Dr. Mohammad Hossein 

Mozaffari Director General , Center for Interreligious Dialogue (CID), Organization of 

Culture and Islamic Relations of the Islamic Republic of Iran with regard to the 

"International Conference on Dialogue among Religious and Cultures in Asia" to be 

held in Tehran from 11 - 12 September 2011. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

H.E. Mr. Ban Ki-moon 
Secretary General 
United Nations, New York 


