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1997-06-27

Dear Mr. Secretary-General,

Tfaank you very jnuch^for yQur_l.ittgiLQfA J[!^^I9J|7_.^th.your.jthp.ughtfHl^S-Uggestioris about
the ACC. I agree with the general approach taken jmd^ lo^kjEorwBrdjtoj^ojjMrefljsctipns on the
Organization's Ujiks^with the private sector as well as on the jrespgctiye responsibilities of executive
heads and governing bodies.

As requested, we have forwiirded a two-page summary of our activities to Ms. Gillian M.
Sorensen, as well as a recent publication about IAEA's technical co-operation programme, "A
Partner in Development".

Yours sincerely,

$'"

Mr. Kofi A. Annan
Secretary General
United Nations
New York, N.Y. 10017

Sueo Machi
Acting Director General
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INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY

DIVISION OF EXTERNAL RELATIONS

Fax number: 2060 29785

TO: Mr. S. Iqbal Riza
Chef de Cabinet
EOSG, New York

Fax: 212-963-2155
JUN I 1J997

DATE:
1997-06-27

FROM: Odette Jankowitsch
Acting Director
Division of External Relations

Please see attached, for your attention, copy of a letter sent to the Secretary General
by the Acting Director General. The original is being sent to the Secretary General by
pouch.

Please transmit copy of the letter plus two page summary to Ms. Gillian M. Sorensen,
Assistant Secretary-Genera! for External Relations. The publication "A Partner in
Development" is being sent to her by pouch.

Thank you.

Att.
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Draft input to UNSG brochure on IAEA activities

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) is the specialized body in the UN family
that addresses, as its name clearly indicates, a broad range of issues related to peaceful
applications of nuclear technology worldwide.

*-

It is important to stress the word "peaceful", because for many people the first thing that
comes to mind in the nuclear field is weaponry with its huge destructive potential. It is
true that military applications of the power released by splitting the atom greatly
contributed to the technology's development at the end of World War II. However, it was
quickly realized by scientists and statesmen like US President Eisenhower that nuclear
energy, properly managed and safely operated, could bring immense benefits for people
around the world.

As a result, the IAEA was established in Vienna, Austria, some forty years ago to serve as
the global forum for sharing nuclear know-how and techniques among industrialized and
developing countries alike. It continues to serve that purpose on behalf of its over 120
Member States today. Some examples:

/. Peace and Security

Social and economic progress pre-suppose stability, peace and the absence of threats of
aggression. Here, the IAEA plays a critical role as the executive body which verifies that
countries who have promised not to build or obtain, nuclear weapons respect their pledge.
For the past three decades, the IAEA has been sending inspectors to hundreds of nuclear
installations worldwide to check that material is not diverted away from legitimate
peaceful uses to possible clandestine weapon programmes. In this respect, the IAEA has
played a pioneering role for on-site inspections that are today becoming more
commonplace as various arms control agreements take effect. The IAEA's safeguards
verification activity is thus a cornerstone of governments' efforts to halt the spread of arms
and move ultimately towards a world free of nuclear weapons.

2, Nuclear Safety

Like any powerful manmade tools, radioactive materials typically used in nuclear energy
applications need to be handled with great care. For this purpose, the IAEA helps to draw
up international standards and guidelines for the protection both of workers using such
materials and of the public at large. It is also used by its Member States as a focal point
for the necessary legal framework, in drawing up international conventions covering
matters of legitimate public concern such as liability and compensation, as well as well as
the safety of nuclear plants producing electricity or the handling of nuclear wastes.

3. Nuclear Science for Sustainable Development

Food Supplies

Feeding the world's growing population is one of today's biggest challenges.
Nuclear techniques, developed and fostered by the IAEA, are assisting in a number
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of important ways. They help to produce sturdier, more abundant crop varieties of
staple foodstuffs, and protect harvested food from spoilage on its way to markets at
home and abroad. Other applications, using radioactive isotopes, help not just to
boost crop and livestock yields but provide scientists with ways to identify where
people's diets -- notably those of children — are inadequate and need to be
improved to alleviate malnutrition.

Water for Life

People across the globe are finding it increasingly difficult to obtain sufficient and
safe drinking and irrigation water. As demand increases and supplies dwindle,
potential new sources have to be explored and tapped, a field where nuclear
techniques can play a major role. Radioactive isotopes can act as tracers to
establish what viable supplies may exist underground for exploitation, in arid areas
particularly. As one alternative, nuclear energy can be used to generate heat that
in turn distills salt sea water into fresh water.

Human Health

In cooperation with other UN bodies such as the World Health Organization, the
IAEA helps to apply a range of nuclear techniques to improve the health of people
everywhere, notably in developing countries. Probably the best-known and most
widely-used application of nuclear medicine is in detecting and treating cancer, a
disease afflicting people in rich and poor countries alike. Such use is already very
frequent in the industrialized nations, but it is vital to ensure that the relevant
technology and medical skills in this and other fields be shared to the maximum
extent possible worldwide to relieve suffering.

Guarding the Seas

The LAEA operates the only marine laboratory in the UN family, based in Monaco
on the Mediterranean coast. This laboratory is & world leader in tracking and
analyzing marine pollution of various kinds, not only related to natural or man-
made radioactivity but also to such contaminants as pesticides. The aim is to
provide a clearer picture of -what humankind is doing to its oceans, that cover two
thirds of our planet and from which enormous food stocks are drawn daily:
indeed, fish are the only source of protein for a billion people in developing
nations, many of whose inhabitants live in coastal areas.

Generating Electric Power

Last but by no means least, the lifeblood of both developing and developed
economies is electricity. Here, nuclear power generation continues to play a
significant, although not uncoxitroversial, role. It is used by over 30 countries and
accounts for about 17 percent of the world's total electricity supply. This is quite
close to the amount derived, from hydropower, although fossil fuels — coal, oil and
gas — produce by far the lion's share, but not without damage to the world's
climate and environment.
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1997-06-27

Dear Mr. Secretary-General,

Thank you very much for your letter of 6 June 1997 with your thoughtful suggestions about
the ACC. I agree with the general approach taken and look forward to your reflections on the
Organization's links with the private sector as well as on the respective responsibilities of executive
heads and governing bodies.

As requested, we have forwarded a two-page summary of our activities to Ms. Gillian M.
Sorensen, as well as a recent publication about IAEA's technical co-operation programme, "A
Partner in Development".

Yours sincerely,

Sueo Machi
Acting Director General

Mr. Kofi A. Annan
Secretary General
United Nations
New York, N.Y. 10017




