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• ·adric'.I., Spain, December 27, 191 .. J. 

(y doar ·1r. ;"'tttiller: 

rr o Dooo bt,r n: nth to novent0ont r ~~ ·.sl t.ed ' alage., 
Cadiz nd Bevill e, in connection ith the evacuation of 
the r -afucen2 ., t '{r 1Et6 , ~o ox1J.m_ne th" 1~ 1h~1.L y' a food­
stocks at adiz and to reYiew operations 1th the Con­
sulates at i a_a a and Sevilleo 

MALJ .. OA - a Convoy Activities. - ( Ir. H_aro l d B. •wue.rton, 
Consul}. 1ro this ·panish port, 7783 "renoh refugees 
in five oo nT018 have beon evaoueted o Iorth ~ "rice.. 
Upon being released from orthern prisons, hotels and 
the } 1randa Conoontration camp, they are tro.in-transpor­
ted to 'alaga. Upon arrival they are placed in the 
"l>laza de oro "' or bull rir.g e .. olosure . UiJue.lly only 
a to days elapse bet een the date of arriYal end boat 
landing. 

The ~ull ring pr ovides a very cc ~table place s 
a transit oamp. The men live in the enolosee space, 
underneath t he sea ts ( some~hnt ai~ilGr t o t he under 
aisles in our stadiums), hioh provides a ple room for 
a thouse.ntf 1en. Stre.w 1s spr ad for b9dding a nd i i th 
blankets they oan be reasonably comfortable, except in 
the cold r eather. (The day of my visjt was chilly with 
considerable rain}. The 600 en housed in these quar­
ters ere fairly well olothed, the food varied and suf­
ficient. Only f our men in the hospital. The uxilio 
Social, a Sp nish Gover ent relief organization, pro­
vides and cooks the food at t elve pesetas par day per 
man and the Spanish Red Cross serYes same from large 
army pots to etal dishes. 

A train of 900 en from l.'iranda Concentration 
Camp was expeot•d at 1 p. o (12th) but did not arrin 
until 5 a.m. (lJth)o s the boat convoy was scheduled 

to 
urray Lati er, Esquire, 

Acting Director, 
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ashington, n.c. 
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to leave at 11 a •• {13th) there wns insufficient time 
to check the refugees in and out of the bull ring head­
(Uarters, and therefore ere sent directl to the docks. 
Forty-six ho1..ms en route 1th insufficient rood and rag­
ged clothing, these en ere not in good condition. The 
ne clothing sent to alag for the men on this train as 
place dir ctly on the boat tor distribution en routeo 

hoes purch sed by the French, transported from La Coru:1a 
by ']punish truck did not rrive. If the swi had been in 
sympathy ith th proceedings, instead ot the biting cold 
and dismal aather, the en could better hav accepted 
conditions. At o-hour ait on the cold op n docks in 
preparation for and during the checking-on process as 
most uncomfortable for those thinly clad. 

mhe boat departure . delayed until midnight de 
to the questionable t~ensp~rt of J8 stateless (Dp&nish 
nation ls) wlich the vP nish Gov~rnrnent 1ns18ted should 
be includ 'd w d which ction as the ba ... is of u protest 
by the J!!lerioan and British F..mba sies. I am in orued 
that upon th! doc:.ana hat t . be accept a nd t~e 
threats that additional oonvo,s direct frm, :;pain ~ould 
ml, cy ,ho S,.;ani~h uthori ties in ~ orth Ai'""rioa that 

theso stateless joined he oonvo. 

Aside from th . probl ms of the dela ed Uxanda train, 
o.nd th ruestion of the stateless, it appe red that the 
program. of reg1sterin, tagging, prooeecting to dock, and 
the clrnnl~ing on tho t o boats ms well done and with the 
minL~um of confusion, everything oonsi ored. The retu­
geca m this convoy numb red 1470. 

The I c nm remn~n in s~_ain approximately 1545 of this 
class cf ref gees ~hich it is now planned will leave on 
ocnvc:y be.t'c re Deoem'!:>c:r· 31 !'It. ~ .. t :;:::-c e t the, are loca­
ted as follo s: 

Locntiona 

arccl na ••••••••.••• 157 
Fi· ·erG..., •• ,, • • • • • • • • • • 21 
Gerona ••·•··••••••·•• JS 
Lar1Ju ••••••••••••••• 133 
Alham •••••••••••••·• 58 
3ilbao ••••••••••••••• 33 
Leiza •·••··•·······•• 42 

ire.nda Con. Cal'.llp •••• 731 
ot. ebastian •••••••• 31 
~~ra ose •.•••••••••• 22 
Urberuaga ••·•·••·•·•• 44 

drid •••••••••••••••127 
Other places (7) and 
in privnte homes ••••• 108 

1545 

Balneur1os ••••••••••·102 
Hotels P·nsions •••• 407 
Prisons ·••••••··•·•••167 
Mironda Con. Camp •••• 7Jl 
Hospital••••••••·•••• 33 
In private homes ••••• 105 

154.5 

The 
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.i.he nm );l.rriv ls s1noe December lat (the date 01" 
the previous convoy) to December 15th is reported ns 
144 or an average or 9 par day. 

CADIZ - He r. bassy .,..,oodstook - Jefore going to Cadiz 
I called on • .tr. John -i. H lin, fl erican Consul in 
Seville, to review tho situat~o.n rega1•ding our food­
stoc not yet relonsod rrom Ou toms. !y contact in 
Ga.diz a.a with Don Emilio I uart, French .. g nt, and 
Viuda de ernandez Abad, Customs Agent. At the Cus­
toms warehouse I made a thorough examination, round 
all cesen nder cov r arid net1tly stacked by product. 

he Agent re,;orted no case shortage, but as many or the 
cases wc1· e '1 thout iron bands he could not s.sure 
th t inside case st al ng. had not ocourre·. (~his ~s 
the condition in Bilbao regarding .the tira food ship­
ment, th<! ces . shcrt g s small bllt a con id :iibl 
portion of tbe content · as m1as11.g fro a urge number 
of case). 

This food va3 r nue tad by Cable 1'0. 1735 on July 
Jrd, r~rrivec and ""loud d ot Cadiz Oct.obur 1st. und since 
that dnt tho ~ bassy h r- not oeen able to secul'e a re­
l~nno ::'rt) the Spanioh ';over ·~ent :or duties and tor­
age. Plans had been pert ot d for the prompt distri­
bution of these t·oods, urgently n eded at auv( ral pri­
sons and to tha ·'Jonocmtra.tio Ctunp at ili.ra.nda during 
Oo·;;c, in· ur1d I~ovorubor. .he .iuo.b:li ty to uae those foods 
haa neoessi tated. local puro1umeo by i.ihe .j;! e:::w.n <.:.uring 
th1u period. 

If' the n·ext convoy lea.vtts l~elagti on Decembe.r· 29th 
as plen.ed, it should i o]ude pructically all rema.1nir 
refngees, and the rrnocs,;1 ty cn~ds fo1· distr1butio1i ot these 
foods. The nllillber or ench crossin the Pyrenees has 
gradually decreased c'!11ri11g the p st two months, an nl­
though difti,,ult to predict, present conditions and pos­
sible future nili ts.ry plans considered, v:o a::..:peut that 
this l1 r noh movement of L'.len into Dpain iJ: not ha in 
lurg(~ ; :m.b&rs. 

~ril.u lt:rsost g1·oup- uraber 01· refugees ( after the 
next French oonvoy) to re.me.in in Spain v1ll be the state­
lesu, appro .• d.Lw.toly rtvo), and the la1g paroe.z~tag 01' 
these o.ro living in enslon ·here supple entery foods 
are not required. 

In con tion ·ith our foods no at Cadiz, it is 
necessary to deoide: 

1) The 

3361 
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entire ship en1; s .. ould re ain in bond for 
nother oountry s nay b d1reote; 

2) To continue. our end avors to have u portion, 
perhaps one-third cleared tro custo , und 1 o din 
our own rehou e as a rosorve for unexpected events. 
The br l ance ob ro hipped fro bond as you y direct; 

J) he ntire shipment when cloared to be e!1oved to 
r tccted are ous under our control. T1e ba.ssy is 

no est lishing the attitude of the Sp ni h GoverJlt1ent, 
should ie lat r desire to sh p outBi o S aiu tror.i our 
own \'mrenouse. 

e above a t er i ~he ~ubject ot c bl Co· uni• · 
cations to ashin ton. 

Glothin~.- Tn ship ~n of clothing on th TC sent 
by erloan relier societies for the Fre oh, J.D.C. and 
British rel' ;Jee .bus ec ntly t .. rrivad in · 'dri<J in bon • 

rangements are u de 1th the French Red Jross and the 
J • .lJ.G. that ach will transport., store ~. algo distri-
bute thes supplies when releas • ·he J.D.C. ht~'"" imme-

s us J.'or sa , but. 11le1;~ they r oustorue cl.eared 
before t e next .t1re ch convoy cle arts, the .l· renoh _ ed 
Cros 111 hold same as a reser e for po siblt:. future 
de s. The r noh have to te be n fore d to ur­

tihei olv tniug :i:aq ui erae nt s 1.1. th 1 c, cal .:. ~rk et. 

Res at lly sub itted, 

Charles oDonald, 
At~ ch#, of E hr s. y • 

t3361 
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Madrid, Spain, October 28, 1943. 

Mr. Murray W. La.timer, Acting Director, 
Foreign Relief and Rehabilitation Operations, 

Department of State, 
,ashington. 

y dear :!r. Latimer: 

A letter just received from r. Rugh R. ackson places before me 
the new organization arrl its functions, as pertains to the American 
(FEA) and the United Nations (UNR ) relief operations o 

y next report is now being completed arrl will be forwarded to you 
at an early date. Rapidly changing conditions, am especially during the 
past month, have made constructive report writing difficult. Perhaps a 
brief summation of present conditions may be helpful. 

(1) Recent and final arran ements are completed for the vacuation 
of those refugees for which the French Red Cross and the American Fmbassy 
are responsible on French ships and from a Spanish port (¥Ala~) o The 
first convoy left last -.reek {1,500) , another this week (1, 500) , and it 
is expected that additional departures w.i.ll take place every ten days. 
If there is no interruption in this plan, practically all these men 
soould be out of Spain by December 15, unless the knowledge in France 
of the recent rapid evacuation from Spain or certain restrictions in 
France encoura additional men to cross the border. Probably not more 
than 75 a week are now entering S~in. · 

(2) On September 15 aITangements mutually agreed upon by the French 
Red Cross and the American Embassy transferred the responsibility for the -
care of all declared or civilian .Americans to tl.e French Red Cross" This 
pennitted less confusion, as there are not more tban 100 of these men in 
widely scattered locationso Tbe French Red Cross 'Will char e to the 
'Embassy whatever costs are incurred . 

(3) The original food shipment is practically all distributed, 
• except a qu..ntity of flour and syrup. The new shiJ]llent on the s.s . 

CASTELW BELVER, which arrived recently at Cadiz (instead of Bilbao), 
is now being cleared through customs, and we now expect distribution 
will start by Nove:nber 10. 

(4) The sbipllent of clothing for the J.D.C. am the :French has 
not arrived. The need is urgent and upon arrival distribution will 
be made with care and pranptly. 

(5) A small 



-,2-

(5) A snall quantity of medical supplies remain., mostly surgical 
dressings. 

(6) The French Red Cross is now paying all field operating a.Di 
evacuation expenses except for the personnel service attached to the 
Embassy and Consular offices., our truck servi. ce., ard for the maintenance 
of the declared and ci. vilian Americans. 

(7) A transit camp for 1.,000 men is established in M~laga., in 
continuous advance preparation for prompt ship movanents. T:OOse 
refugees in Vigo terri. tory (northwest) and in Totana (southeast) have 
been moved to llaga, and as this convoy movement continues, it is 
planned to ran.ave all men fron prisons and from scattered balnearios., 
and to gradually centralize as many as possible in the Miranda Concen­
tration Camp., from which train transport to laga ca~ be. arranged. 
At present 100 - 150 en a day from various locations are being oved 
to Alagao 

(8) The · bassy t r:.rough my office continues to assist the French 
Red Cross with the issue of food., clothing, medical supplies, etc • ., as 
required., to furnish transportation when possible., to cooperate in every 
way desired through our Embassy at tadrid and our Consu..1-..ar offices at 
bilbao and Barcelonao 

The completion of this assignment in the near future now seems very 
probable, and.I would appreciate if after consideration you would instruct 
me as to your desires concerning my continuation j_n some other capacity., 
or my return to the States. I can fully appreciate the extensive relief 
operations now being planned by , and mm.RA and also I realize the 
desire for wartjm,e personal sacrifice., but if plans for my continued 
flerrice are not definite., I should enjoy very much joining my family 
for the Christ'llas holidayso 

y I congratulate you upon your apoointment as Lirector of the 
FR! , and I shall look forward to l:l personal meet in upon my return 
to aahingtono 

Very sincerely ~rA (/, j) ----
Cbarl{s lcDonald 



TO: 

FROM : 

Di1.TE: 

NUMBER: 

PAR BRASE JF TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

Secretary of State, Washington 

Madrid 

November 16, 5 p.m. 

3368 

C O N F I D E N T I A L 

REFERENCE: Deparment1 s 2378, November 5, m1dn1ght 

Until detailed instructions as to types of expendi­

tures reaches him McDonald feels he oannot properly certify 

vouchers chargeable after November 1 to FEA. 

Expenditures are made currently by Consuls at 

Barcelona and Bilbao and ~efore they can be instructed to 

include relief payments 1n their regular accounts under 

section V-45 procedure, instructions on types of payments 

which FEA will acknowledge as proper charges aginst 1ts 

appropriations should be given them. 

Included in current expenditures are : payments tor 

board and lodging, food sent to prisons, weekly allowances, 

hospital b1lla 1 cl~hing etc. tor declared AMericans and 

administrative and overhead expenses such as personal 

services, transportation an~ storage of supplies. 

EMB 

EIL 

Desire further instructions. 

HAYES 



Hr. Fugh R. Jackson, 

EMBASSY OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Madrid, Spain, October 28, 1943 . 

Foreign Relief and } ehabilitation Operations , 
Depg.rtment of State , 

'hashington, D. C. 

My dear :1:r. Jackson: 

Your letter of Gctober 11 just received . The plan of organization 
and its functions as outlined and as it pertains to the Foreign .bconomic 
Administration (American) and the United ratj ons Relief arrl Eehabilitation 
Administration is instructive and very rnuch appreciated . Until the receipt 
of the Governor's letter of uepte,,ber 30 to the Ambassador and of your 
letter, the onl:r ones received, I haa felt that ', ashing ton was not 1.:,reatly 
interested in our endeavors to solve properlJ' the refugee problera in Spain. 

_ fy next, and I hope final, report is no1·1 being completed and will be 
addressed to r . E. 1 . I.a.timer as j_nstructed . The many objections, mostly 
politic al, to the <?.vacuation of the men direct from a panish port, have 
finalJy been overcorae, and i.P the present progress in this direction con­
tinues practically all refugees for which the French 1Iission and the 
A!Il.erican Embassy are responsible should have le.:'t for •rorth Africa by 
uecenber 15 . This was and is the real solution to the conf'used field 
and political refugee operations j n .._pain . 

Our conversations before I left ~ ashingi on are pleasant men10ries 
and wi.th a deal of pleasure I wish to congratulate yor on ywr appointment 
to a most immrtant assi2nment - the best of success to you . It is a 
great satisfaction to be assured tr.at Uovernor Lellman, viho111 we all so 
much admire, will undoubtedly be appointed as Director General of the 
united Nations Relief and ehaoili tation dr.J.inistration . y sincere 
congratulations and respects to tbe Governoro 

This assignment shoiild be co .I?leted very so on and unless un+>orcscen 
conditions or events forbid, ~ a1J1 anxious to visj t my family at an early 
date . 

1 i th wannest personal regards , 
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... 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DIRECTOR OF FOREIGN RELIEF 

AND REHABILITATION OPERATIONS 

Miss Darmody: 

Mr. Jackson rewrote the 
letter to Mr. McDonald as per 
attached copy. I thought you 
would want it for your files. 

G. Servison 
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My dear r_r . _;mbas sador : 

Office of Foreign Relief and 
Rehabilitation Operations( 

I am in receipt of your despatch number 1212 
of Ju ust· 16 , transmitting a report on refugees pre­
pared by ~r . Charles McDonald . This office has studied 
the report carefully in the liLht of the previous re ­
ports and the continuously chaneing refugee situation 
in Spa in . 

Since receipt of your letter you will have had 
cable number 1568 , advising you of the hed Cross food 
supplies which are enroute at this time . We are sorry 
that it was impossible to meet Mr . McDonald ' s request 
that this food be sent in individual containers instead 
of in bulk , but the Red Cross unfortunately was unable 
to arranLe for that type of packing . 

Throu.h the Presiddnt' s War Relief Control Board we 
have taken up with the French Relief Fund , Incorporate d, 
the possibility of their sendin6 cigarettes and toilet 
kits . I run sorry to advise you that the }rench agencies 
do not feel that they can spend money on these articles . 
The President's War Relief Control Board is continuing 
to make efforts to find some orr;anization which would 
be interested in sending these articles but up to the 
present time it has met with no success . rt.y off i ce has im­
pressed upon the President's iar Relief Control Board Mr . 
McDonald's estimate of the importance of cigarettes and toilet 
kits for the men . 

In accordance with cable number 1876 the Friends are 
shippin 0 clothinc for both the French refugees and the state­
less the last of this month . According to the a

0
reement be­

tween the ~riends and the Fremch Relief 'ocieties , all these 
articles were purchased by the Friends . As soon as a shipping 

list 

The Honorable 
Carlton J . n . HayeB 

American Artbassador 
Hadrid , Spain 
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,list is received, with a description of the bales , both by 
number and contents , this office will forward same to you by 
diplomatic pouch so that there will be no difficulty in dis ­
tribution . 

I note the difficulty Mr . McDonald is having in doine his 
work without proper methods of transportation . I am glad to 
inform you that the Red Cross has advised us that it received 
a cable ~eptember 8 from !,~rs . Laura Corrigan, Hotel Claridge I s, 
London, england , advising 111:y Ford truck turned over to your 

relief work in Spain . Arrant..,ed from here by Harvey Gibson . " 
Should there be any difficulty in receiving Mrs . Corrigan 1 s 
truck for the use of Ifir . McDonald , will you please advise me 
and I wil::.. take up this matter again with the Red Cross in order 
to expedite its delivery . It is my understanding that this 
light }ord truck was bein6 used by Armand de Rouchfoucault while 
he was in Spain, but that Mrs . Corrigan desires to make this 
truck available to a relief organization. The red Cross , 
realizin6 Mr . McDonald ' s difficulties in securing transporta- · 
tion , arranged for the transfer of the trudk . 

I was much inter·ested in the various questionnaires and 
the answers received from the various concentration camps . This 
shows an excellent organization, and I am sorry that it is not 
feasible to meet the requests made by the various representatives 
in the camps for the methods of sending food to Spain for delivery 
to refugees . 

This office has spoken with the President ' s War Relief 
Control Board in regard to Mrs . Dunderdale 1 s statement to Mr . 
focDonald that she would recommend sr:iipment of complete sets of 
clothes , especially shoes , overcoats , underwear , socks , shirts , 
end comfor t kits for six months' anticipated requirements for 
approximately 20 , 000 French adults . Mr . 1• ox of the President I s 
War Relief vontrol Board has checked this with the British ·1ar 
Re lief in New York , and I am informed that tr_ere has been no 
action taken on this matter up to the present time . ,s Mrs . 
Dunderdale is at the London Branch of the British ,ar Relief , 
the New York Branch has cabled her , esk i ne; if any action is in­
tended and what plans she has made fo fulfill the recommendation 
which she made to Mr . l~ cDonald . ,-,.s soon e.s this office is in­
formed we will communicate with you . 

vve have had no answer to our cable number 1790 in regard to 
five thousand blankets which you requested . This was mentioned 
in the Department ' s cable number 1964 , or cross 39 . We will try 
to be helpful in securin£ the blankets when you advise for whom 
they are needed. 

I 
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I note that an organization of ~ield relief operation was 
beins fanned under your sponsorship and with the cooperation 
of Mr . McDonald . I will be interested to know if the various 
organizations v.orkine:, in field relief have formed such an 
organization and, if so , how lt operates . 

I would be ._lad to have r .. r . J,'.cDonald continue to keep 
us advised of his act~vities , as we find his reports very 
enlightening . 

Sincerely yours , 

OFB : CAFLEXN _,f( : dd 
4816 - 8/16/43 
September 25 , 1943 EU 

Herbert H. Lehman 
Director 



TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

NUMBER: 

PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM SENT 

American Embassy, Madrid 

State Department, Washington 

Spetember 16, 1943, Midnight 

1964 

C O N F I D E N T I A L 

REFERENCES: Cross 39 to Madrid 
uscco 1551 
Embassy's 2222, August 19, 
2383, September 2, 
BOC 1161, August ~l, 

Reference BOC 1161, August 31, to Madrid re woolen 

blankets tor refugee work cannot be answered until Army 

clarities matter raised therein . The blankets, it appears 

are of not much interest to the Army. 

Addition to those scheduled for shipment to Algiers 

held Jointly by UK.CC and USCCi we understand there are 47,000 

woolen blankets on order or on hand. If our assumption is 

correct there should be a sufficient number of blankets availab) 

to satisfy any possible Army request or need of refugees in 

Spain, but not tor both unless they make division. Upon 

olarifioation of two matters we will inform you. 

Feel free to consult Algiers or cable Washington 

if you have any comments on above. 

BID :WBD:EP EU 

HULL 
(LTM) 

(CODE ROOM : Please repeat to London as Department ' s no 5688 , 

and to Li8bon as Department ' s no. 1585 and to Algiers as 

Department's no. 1?04. ) 



Refugees in 
lf~EO[ - Spain 

See file: RED CROSS - AMERICAN* SPAIN: for cable llll: 
1876, Sept. 3, 1943, stating Red Cross stocks 

on the way; Friends Ser~ice Committee are 
sending at end of month about 15 tons men's 
clothing for .ll'rench and 10 tons men's and 
women's clothing for stateless. 
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AMERICAN RED CROSS 

Mr. Hugh R. Jackson 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 

WASHING TON 13, D. C. 

September 16, 1943 

Special Assistant to the Director 
Office of Foreign Relief and 

Rehabilitation Operations 
Department of State 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Jackson: 

Reference is made to your letter of July 21, 1943 to Mr. 
Mitchell regarding the transfer of a Ford truck to the &lbassy or 
American Ambassador in Spain to be used in connection with the 
refugee program in that country. 

Attached is a copy of our letter to Mrs. Laura Corrigan 
which contained suggestions for the transfer of ownership. 

On September 8, 1943, Mrs. Corrigan cabled us as follows: 

11:My Ford truck turned over to your relief 
work in Spain. Arranged from here by Harvey 
Gibson. 11 

Mr. Gibson is our Commissioner in Great Britain. We presume the 
transfer was made by Mr. Gibson in accordance with the plan out­
lined in the attachment. If it develops that such is not the case, 
plase advise us and we will take the necessary steps to affect a 
proper transfer. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~-Acting Assistant Director, Civilian Relief 
Insular and Foreign Operations 
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AMERICAN RED CROSS 

Hugh R. Jackson 

NATION AL HEADQUARTERS 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

July 17, 1943 

Special Assistant to the Director 
Office of Foreign Relief and 

Rehabilitation Operations 

Department of State 
Washington, D. C. 

My dear Mr. Jackson: 

Roland F. Klein, our representative in Lisbon has advised 
us of his conversations with your representative in Spain, Mr. Charles 
MacDonald r P.garding Mr . MacDonald's difficulty in obtaining motor 
transportation • . A copy of Mr . Klein's letter of May 22nd on this sub­
ject is attached and is self-explanatory. 

Inasmuch as the truck in question is for use by Mr . MacDonald 
in conjunction with your program for refugee relief in Spain, we are 
referring the matter to you for your decision. If you wish to proceed 
in accordence with the suggestion contained in Mr. Klein's letter we 
will be glad to attempt to locate Mrs . Corrigan and convey to her your 
request for the release of the truck. 

We have already cleared with the Passport Division of the 
Department regarding the possible return of Mrs . Laura Corrigan to the 
States and have been advised that she is presumed to still be in England . 
If it is your wish that we proceed on this matter, ho1{ever , we can probab­
ly reach Mrs . Corrigan through our London office , and having secured her 
authorization for transfer of ownership, effect the actual transfer to 
Mr . MacDonald through Mr . Klein. We will , however, await your reply 
before taking any further action in regard to this matter . 

Operations · 
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COPY 
THE l.MEH.IC.'ili H.ED ChOSS 

LISBO11J OFF ICE 

c/o Consulate General 
258 , kveniaa da Liberdade 

VIA DIPLOMATIC POUCH 

ii!r . Philip E. Ryan, 
Assistant Director, 
Insular and Foreign Operations, 
Am.erican 1fotiona.l Red Cross, 
Washington , D. C. 

My de&r &r . Ryan : 

May 22, 1943 

Your kind letter of April 23 concerning Charles McDonald is 
very much appreciated. 

When Mr. ~cDonnld passed t~rough Lisbon on his way to 1'a.drid, 
he told ue of his big problem to find motor trcnsportation. I told 
him about Count Armond de Rouchfaucault offering me rJ.rs. Corrigan s 
Ford light truck last Novenber, which I refused as I had neither author­
ity from your office t J accept it .. or ufe for it. ue told me that this 
was exactly whav he neede so I telephone.di the Count, Nho is in forced 
residence at Caldas, but he replied that he would eventually be re­
turning to France and woulu then leave the truck at our Embassy in 
Madrid. 

Nothin.2" furtrer has developed but Mr. ,iicDonald phones me from 
time to tirne to enquire about the truck which he still neads very badly 
and as he frequently telephones our Legation h 3 usually a -ks if I had 
any good news for him about the truck. 

The trucK was used by wlr. Corrigan at Vichy where she was ~oing 
relief work and she drove through to Lisbon with the Count a week or 
so before the Germ~ns occupied ~ictzy: J.rs . Corrigan the.1 left f or Eng­
land, and so I am informed then returrted to the United States. 'Ihe Count 
according to what he once told :ne, was instructed to turn over the truck 
to some relier organization that could make good use 01· it. 

From what I am in.armed, the Count got into so~e trouble at ~storil 
·nd was sent to Caldas info ced resiuence without authority to leaveii:he 
locality at any time exceot ·hen proceeding to the frontier by direct 
route to leave Portugal. He kas the true~ with him which , so I tearn 
is used by him from time to mime. 

'lo make a long story Ghort , you may have a way of letting Mrs. 
Corrigan kno,, about thi , so that ' .h ~ Will cable the Count to turn 
over the trucA to our L gation . 

Since1·ely yours, 
Roland F. Klein 
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To: 

From : 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DIRECTOR OF FOREIGN RELIEF 
AND REHABILITATION OPERATIONS 

August 17, 1943 

Mr . u. Perry George, EU 

Eiss Carolin A. Flexner, OFR 

In accordance with our telephone con­
versation this morninE:, , I spoke with 1_r . Bon­
bright . 1.-r . Bonbright stated as long as 
Colonel Lalaise is handling the screening of 
the French in Spain for North Africa and he 
is attached to the American ~mbassy , that it 
would be in order for the State Departi:i.ent to 
send a cable to Ambassador Hayes advising that 
fresident c. Chautemps of 43 Garfield Avenue, 
Avon-by-the-sea, n. J., had communicated with 
the .h'.ed Cross asking that his son, now being 
held at the ihternrnent camp at Miranda de Ebro, 
be investigated. e do not want to recommend 
his release but merely to call to the atten­
tion of the Ambassador the fact that he is 
located in Spain and that the above request 
had been made of us. 

OFR :CAFlexner:DLS 
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AMERICAN RED CROSS 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 13 

Mr. Hugh Jackson 
Special Assistant 

to the Director 
Office of Foreign Relief 

August 13, 1943 

and Rehabilitation Operations 
Department of State 
Washingtcn, D. C. 

Dear Hugh: 

You will find attached a copy of a letter re­
ceived by the Chairman from His Excellency, C. Chau temps, 43 
Garfield Avenue, Avon-by-the-Sea, New Jersey, in regard to his 
son, who has been reported by the Department of State as held in 
Spain at the internment camp at Miranda de Ebro. A copy of the 
Chairman's reply is also enclosed. In view of the fa.ct that 
representatives of your office are visiting these camps, it seems 
that you may be in a position to secure further information on 
the young man's circumstances, which would most certainly be 
appreciated by the father. 

Under present censorship regulations, the 
American Red Cross is not in a position to secure information 
about nationals of Axis-occupied countries who may be in neutral 
areas, except in most imusual cases. 

It will be most appreciated if you will let 
me know what action you feel you may be able to take with re­
spect to this request. 

;~-
~lip E. an 

AssistaJ::i& irector 
Insular and Foreign Operations 
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My dear Mr . Davis: 

Avon by the Sea, N •. J. 
41 Garfield Avenue 

I just recPive information by the vt~te Department 
telling me that one of my sons, Jean Chautemps ha escapted from 
France and is now interned in a Spanish camp at 

'I'he nevrn came from the French Red Cross Delegate in Madrid . 
But I knovr how much :your gre t association is po ·1erfuJ. everywhere in 
the world. T' en I hope you will be kind enough to give instructions 
to your o'l'iil delegate in Madrid to watch my son if 1,ossible and to 
help him to be freed "nd to go to North Africa , where he ur ently 
wan ts to go and take his .:. l·_ce again in the Frer.ch A~ 

Th k you very much in ndvr.nce and believe me , aear Mr. 
Davis, very f ithfully yours. 

(S·· gned) C. Chautemps 
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Excerpt from pnr hras d cable 1?35, July 3, from Madrid: 

.. *' om th or l point of view, ci arette re very 

import rob bl in 

numb r , houl cov r nee 

for t is al o an cut n d 

!'or comfort its containing et cetera. 

11abl , we shoul 500 co fort 

la• It 



xcerpt from 1r. McDonald's report, Despatch No. 1212 
from adr1d, Spain; 

-lHHt-"My experience here c onvinoea me that nothin we could 
do, except supply foods, would increase the morale of the 
men to a greater extent , The cheapest u. S, cigarettes 
would be so far superior to the greatly inferior Spani h 
products which are strictly rationed tlat (with the ex­
ception of those distributed by the B~1t1ah) they would be 
very satisfactory. A standard brand American cigarette 
sells here for thee uivalent of ~l.60 to v2.20 per package 
and the Spanish cigarette is costly and a terrible smoke, 
e need a quantity of ci arettoa not only for limited dis­

tribution amen£_ the men, but also it is the finest noil" 
on can use at t his time , in this country, to obtain official 
results with cooperation and speed. "1'-!h"rlH:• 
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Midnight 

November 5, 1943 

Pore ign Economic tdminis tre.t ion 

AM.EHICAI' l:!, ,BASSY 

MADRID , (SPAIN) 

2378 

All FEA (OFRRO) vouchers paid after September 30 

should bear certification by Mc0onald who has been 

designated authorized certifying of ..'."'icer . Purther:rr.ore 

effective November 1, disbursements made for PEA (OFRRO) 

should be included in your regular accounts for reimburse­

ment by FEA accordance Section V-45 

STETTINIUS 
Acting 

GHS 

DA:LCM:HFM FA A-S/3 

November 3, 1943 

Accompanied by Hectograph 
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.To. 1212 

. .-18 

UN ) ST A. .-!:, ,, 
Hadr-1..d, Spa5 l1, Augu.et 16, 191+3• ~~ 

Subject: Tran~.nitt.ing :'."'~f':1eee • e ,ort for Directnr of Office of 
Foreign Relief n::rl Rehabil:i tati0n Operatione 

Tl:e Honorable 

Sirl 

Tbe :ecre'vary of St.s.-':e, 
Washlngton. 

/ .,. 
I have the honor to refer to the Er-ibassy'~ de:3pat.c!1 'fo. 961 

of May 31, 19-43 transmitting two reports on refuc~e activities prepared 
for the Director of the Office of forei871 Relief and Re"rtabili tation 
Operatinn.':! by Mr. Charle~ I ciionald, att,:ich:;d to t:-e Enl::a..,:Jy as a 
repre!lentative of that orrice, ani to e;.1close Lerew:tb, for traruniseion 
to ·1r .• leh1118.n, a third report prepared b;~ Mr. McDonald. 

As i 11 the case of the two :Jr~vio• 1 s r'39ort~, t-t 4 s ~ug _ _;ec;tcd that 
the encJ.o~ed report be coP..:sidered i'1 t}1e light of the Flaba:iiey 1s basic 
rep:, rt- on the ~f,,gee problem in "pain., contained ir it~ co"lfiden-1:,ial 
de~yatcb No. 960 of May 31, 19l.3, and aeai.r1st the b;.ic1',£;round of' the 
_rpf1JEee si"' 1t.1t:i.on cJS a wr.ole. 

Since the suhniesion of the E.Ll.ba"sy's report under reference, atd 

• .. 
( 
• 

in spite of occasional temporary and often u,.1-a.voidable :,ettiaeks, col"lt.inued 
prog.r-e:,s has been made along the liries tren ind;.c:ited. As ,vaci reported 
in the Fn1bassy's strictly confidential despatch r1o. 1165 of Augu~t 5, 1943, 
the number of French refuge-?13 ovac1 ated s:tnce the beeinn:l.ng of the current - , 
cale::-t:lar year through the efforts o:f' t lie T:in.ba:;3y and the French Liaison 
Missior ln Hadr.d has ri::acred an c,;t·hated 1,.,noo, r.hile tbe evacuation 
of declared kaericans, althouzh 0,1 a corns: derab] ~· ~:n.aller scale, has ,.. . 
al~o proc~eded in a s:itisfactor~ irumerv 

' 

The administration of refugee reliBf., aJ t; 0 116h ra"lpered by inadequa:.e 
facilities and the frequent lack of coo·ocration on t:,e part of local 
;paniah police arrl militc:.ry a1..1tbcri~ 5.~,9, has ::,lso been "li.ad.e ~-~creasingly 
effecti,c. Except for the care of ::t~'eJ.PioB re~tce!, ,7r1j_ch is in the 
hande of representatives of :)riva-t,c A'"lcr.,_can cha rl.t.rJ"'l~ organizations in 
Sp2in, tiie problem. o:f ref'J.3ee r("li.ef :.as becc .e al:~o~t, entirely a French 
problen, and the coopleteI;y f'ff'cc~:/ve or.~ar.Jz:.:i.tior of the worl, ha~ been ( l 
dependent upon the effective or[_,a...'1izrti(,n of tt.e French Hi:5~ion in Madrid, 
which ha~ leen forced to l'icrk urrler hand5 caps inherent in it~ u!10fficial 
and only crtmsi-inde1>~11der.t status. Th.e Fnb~ ::::s) has, a5 r..ae been. previously 
re;.Jorted, continued tc, lend tLe trench .!orth Af:::-ica·.1 rerre~entathree in 

1, 
Sr.,ain i:nportant assistance .:.n the organ-Lzation and ad.mir,i~tration of their 
refugee relief proerara, but it is hoped that t:·..:;.s assistance will even­
tually becane urmece~sary :is the French Jr :!:r,on, with the aic.l of increased 
facilitie~ frau the Spam sh Goverm,ent. and addi tionol personnel from t 
Algiers, hecLmeS increal'!ingly able to do the vrnr:: i t-'elf. 1~ 

In 
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In addition to its assistance to the French, and occ&sional assis­
tance on a snaller scale in the refugee relief 1rork of other fJ.lied 
Mi1'1sions in Y.adrid., the wo!k of the &Jba..,sy in this field comdst$ 
principally of the care of the less than 100 dechred luuerican refugeee 
remaining in Spain, including the ad;ni.'1.istration of relief and efforts 
aimed a.t effecting their evacmtion from the country. (.!I'hie i& exclurlve 
of the work o! the Office of the uili tary At tad,~ on behalf of genuine 
American militar:r personnelo) ilthougb a considerab~ number of such 
perso~ have already been evacuated arrl are being evacuated currently, 
the proble::n. pro::dses to be a continuing one in view of the continuing 
arrivals of additional declared American refugees from France, and appears 
likely to occupy the efforts and the attention of the &.ibassy for ,9c,me 
tine to con.eo 

A ooneiderable part of the work of refugee relief wbich hae devolved 
upon the fubassy au:l i te representatives ha:5 arisen in connection with the 
distribution of food and medical BUpplies furni~ed by the A,;1.er.1.can Red 
Cross; and the expected ~rrival of additional upplie:s, now being pro- 1 
cured in the United Statee by the Red Cross for shipr.1ent to Spain, ldll 
mean, in view of' the obvious desirability of maintaining control of t~ 
distribution of these ~upplies in the hands of the Einbat!ey, that the work 
will have to be continued., at lea.et until the end of tho current year 0 

Tbe proepecttJ for a liquidation of the refugee problem in Spain are 
mibject to the influence of too many imponderable considerations to bs 
!UBceptible of accurate prediction, but th~ follom.ng obeervatiom, concerning 
the prosent tritmticn maybe indicative: 

The rate of evacuation of French refugees, as em.bodied in 
plan.s for the im.?Uediate future, ie approximately 21 500 monthly., 
a maJCimum. dictated by limit.ations imposed by the nece i.ity of 
evacuation via Portugal, ae compared with an, e~t-i ma tcd rate o.f 
entry into 6pain of 1,000 to 1,200 .. onthly, arrl an est:lmal;ed 
backlog of from ?1 000 to 10,000 now in bpro.no In addition to 
the~a last named, there are e.stima~ed to be lel!ls than 1,000 
refugees of other Allied nationali tie8 n01J in Spain, whose number, 
de:ipite continued new arrivals, ii!! being gradually d:iJuini:ihed, 
and approx-1.mately 1,200 refugees of no nation:ality or fonaer 
enany natic:iality for lrho8e evacuation no.sati:,factory arrange­
ment~ have a~ yet been ma.de. 

A1th011gh it 1:,e hop:!!d that the Embai,sy can eventually withdraw its 
particj_pation in tbe wo11< of refugee relief fran the ca.re of all but true 
American ci tizenl!l, it ii! felt that it mu.st continue to make ite assistance 
available to all too~e persoM who have been forced by Axie p~r5ecution 
to become fugitives from their o-nn lan:is, until auch time a~ they can be 
eftectively provided for without euch assistanceo 

Respectfully yours, 

1i'or the .Ambassador= 

✓ 
Eru;losure a 

Report., aa stat (Single Copy) 

File No. 320 
NWB/j! 
Original to Department 
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TO: 

FROM: 

NATE: 

NUMBER: 

PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

Secretary at State, Washington 

Madrid 

August 3, 9 p.m. 

2007 

C O N F I D E N T I A L 

REFERENCE: CROSS 2010. 
Department1 s 1608 CROSS 22, July 27. 
Embassy's 1735, July 3 

Assumption made by Department from EmbLssy's 1735 

1s correct, that food is intended for refugees still imprisoned 

or interned. Q,uest1on of Embe.osy cash request tor rerate telegram. 

Although French have taken over several hotels for 

accommodations, they have established no refugee camp in Spain. 

Beyond request 1n reference telegram it is difficult 

to predict food supply needed. Although existence 1s fairly 

certain. We agree French should be prepared to take over 

responsibility of poriv1d1ng to Red Cross for shipment further 

food supplies needed since prer ent stocks are now expeneded 

most entirely for French nationals. Continued assistance to 

French in refugee relief will gladly be given as now. 

This Embassy, (repeat not) received CROSS 1010, 

July 17, Algiers. 

NPL 

EIL 

HAYES 
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'fO; Secret of Stat ... ae.b.1~ton 

u . 
,I. J. • 

D E: Jruy 3, 1943 

re : 1735 

co 
Food supplies ior re· ·i.:ig , i di vidUAlly packege and ready for 

1 
tribut1on, are urgently r q tea... Should this not be posaibl, 

the arliest po ible ship nt of th f llorlng uppliea " 11 be gp_ eci~te4: 
. 

ilk, 3000 cases; ca.nn .. e t, 2000 cas e; ao • 

rolled oat, 200 ag; chocol te { 1). 
s), 40,0 p d.s; oleomar in, 

40,000 pounds; boulli n C'll el, ,ooo, cigerettea, l ,ooo cartona; eann. 

or dri ru.i t, 7 ,000 po •• 

e c.on id r cigar \es -.,e y important as an aid to orale . , e are 

ordering the ir t four it e listed on the basis of 1ame ite 1 ude in 

la•\ shipment. At leut three months• nee , wi. th some allowance r or pro ble 

increase in nun, era, 1hould be taken care f by 
ve amounts. five thou 

co fort its containing toilet \!oles, • c., which e van· much nee ed., 

would be gr a.tly appreciated if av lable. 

llqee 



TELEGRAM SENT 

MC 

AMERICAN EMBASSY 

MiiDRID ( SFAIN) 

1568 · twenty-second 

Your 1735, July 3. 

PLAIN 

0 uly 22, 1943 

Red Cross proceeding immediately to 0rocure and 

ship as rapidly as oossible food sup~lies for refugees. 

Red Cross contemplating consigning their shipments 

to Kmerican Consul, Bilbao. This Office negotiating 
' 

with French orivate agencies for procurement 5000 

comfort kits. 

Airgram 664, July 16, from London suggests all 

shipments of goods for Allied refugees in boain be 

consigned either to you or British Ambassador. How 

woulQ you suggest Red Cross and all future supplied 

be consigned'? 

OFR: C.h.FLEXI\TER : dd EU 

Hl:LL 
(EHL) 

A-L/B 

r 
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Secretary of state, 

Washington. 

L- 664 , July 16, 2:30 p.m. 

FOR. ECWl-,.R . 

- . . 
~-AF" ·1- :,;: ~~j"1..~ 

I ::.J :z,,'l:;iii. 

~ V . 

1.IRGRAM 

London 

Dated July 16, 19~3 

Rec 'd 4:30 p.m. 20th 

MEW states that USEL S2998 ho.s beon granted. 

USEL S2999, no objec tion to grQnt of license but 

rvIEW suggGsts that tho form of c ons ignmont should 

be similar to that givGn in USEL S2998. British 

Embassy, Madrid , hns suggr:Jst0d that r=i.11 goods for 

~llied refugeas in Spain should be consigned eith0r 

to British or UnitGd Statos 1.mbussadors and th.at 

goods for Jews and stntolcss refugees should be 

consig:t1ed to United Stntos 1-i.mbnssador for handling 

over to David Blickenstaff . If you ngroe , theru 

would be advantages in uniform practice . 

WINI.NT 

J V'JE :GPH 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Memorandum of Conversation 

DATE: July 5, 1943 

SUBJECT: Mr. Olson's call (Treasury) to check on approval of funds 
for the care of French refugees in Spain. 

PARTICIPANTS: Miss Fle.xner and Mr. Olson 

COPIES TO: 

ePo 1-1493 

Mr. Olson of the Treasury called to find out whether 
or not this Office approved the sending of $300,000 
for July to Spain for the care of French refugees, charge­
able to the frozen French funds. I advised that we 
felt this amount of money was necessary to care for 
these refugees. 

OFR: CAF'LEXNER: dd 
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REFUl}EES IN SPAIN 

To Embassv , Tu.ad rid , Sept . 3 , No . 1876/ 

Rep l y to 1735 from Bern , July 3 . 

Food supplies from Re d Cross en route . 

"lte . Bern 1135 , Lay 3 , stipment of clothinr! for .It'rench and 
stateless refup;ees by Friend.s o 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DIRECTOR OF FOREIGN RELIEF 
AND REHABILITATION OPERATIONS 

June 10, 1943 

MI!J.fORANDUM FOR FIIE 

Mr. Olsen of Foreign Funds, Treasury 
Department, teleponed to ask our approval of 
sending .,pmo,ooot,r onsieur Le rtais and Andrea 
Petis to be used for French students in Spain . 
This amount is to be debited the Banko~ Al_iers 
and paid through the panish Exchange Institute. 

I told Mr . Olsen that this Office was not 
in a position to advise on this matter, as we had 
had · no contact with French students as such but 
that his office had called me, after investigating 
this matter previously, and told me that they 
had approved a previous request for money for the 
French schools, as upon investigation they had 
found it worthy. He told me this was the same 
project as that one . 

It was decided that he would give the license 
but not on our recommendation . 

OFH:CAFLEXNER:dd 

Carolin A. Flexner 
Staff Assistant 
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May 27, 1943 

MEMORA1'J1)UM FOR FILE 

Mr . William Taylor of 'fhe Treasury telephoned 

me relative to the ~200,000 about which they wrote 

this Office, asking for our approval of a license 

being sent to Spain for French Schools. He told me 

they had given the license for the ~200,000 to the 

Spanish Foreign Exchange Institute, after investiga­

tion, as they had heard that it was highly desirable. 

It was sent to Guinard for support of French educational 

institutions in Spain. 

Carolin A. Flexner 

OFR : FIEXNt<.,R : dd 



De I . Lehmml: 

THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY 

WASHINGTON 

cy , :_.,4J O lC nin 
of c.d ·-~io to .. drid ... or t' 
rc~ugccs: ~ be n ~3.kcn under a vi ment . 

On .. ~y 5 ,e lice sed t. c rm ad 'itional 
.,JJ0, ...,00 to l <lrid to b ~~a av iJ. lo t:,rou

0
h the AlLrican 

Dn1baFsy at :.adrid for the fi ancing of m inten nee .., c.i. 

l -•r nc ref, · oc tl~r to ·or h r.:.ca . 
t t . .:.s .... s t e . 300, 00 referred to .:.n ., otir 

lct·~er . I m informed t· t thi"' tr 1 fE.r as approved .. t r 
e . c. d 'Jc n orally adv-Lc::l of u e favora' :•~co _ . c...ation 

of ~ our of ice 

I a .rcciate olr informing .n t'mt Yl ur o_ •· ce :ias bc-n 
cooper~tin closely d.th • bass ... dor I ayes in i is ork rith 
tl c .1. ·ench r _..'.'.ue c..a from S ,_.,ain . .Ln v · s r of , 0ur 

ou r~ be .... ...re t.~ at ~ ur : ___ ice vill be cor ult 
... iral action is taken on uin.ilrr atters . 

,20C, 
~dgc as 

re uc"'t 
our le ter, -

CCCuSity or t;c C 

• I") ·r"clf, r ot tc..l~e 

...... • 1·erb rt •• • 1 hman, 
Director, 
o .... icc of _or in ~e1· f .md 

R h i:. · .. , t.:..on CI atio::is , 
__,nt of S-L -to, 
on, . c. 
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FTC LL2024 

27. Orgunis~tion_ Conditions of relief work change from day to day but I 
will try to tell you the situation at the momenta Efforts ar~ now bei~ made 
by the Ambassador to get approval for a definite line to be teken in classifying 
ref~ees under their real lliltion~lity" The idea is that th~ tioS ., Government. will 
take care of the French and }Jnericans while the British will look after the Britishoh 

The United States Relief Attache takes the view which is being adopted by 
the French that it is a question LO be detilt with by the .French and they 
have got together a large organisation under Monsignor Boy~r-Mas who is 
experienced in relief work ., (Please see mea.os on my conversatio.o. with 
the abOve two), 

Tbe United States Relief Attacbe is also eiperienced in Red Cress wark o 
He has just returned after 7 months lo Jceland 9 ~nd was 6t one time for two 
years on relief work in Siberia et~ oetc ., He (J.:r .. McDonald; is 'lery friendly 
indeed and we are workillE', in the closest ce=opero.tion possib} e-~ 

The Padre alao appears to be very frienoly and l consider i shows confiden~e 
all round that at our seqond meeting he dispensed with his interpreter, thus 
trusting me to interpret hie ideas to A:r , I,1cl)o.oalc,. 

The (iUestion may orise ~ if r~lief is to be dealt with on its proper basi::, ~ L.e •. 
of each nationality looking after its owu refUt,f:les 0 will there be any necessi"t~ for 
either of us (the organisation of the Unitea States Relief Attache and 1,be Britisti 
Red Cross) to continue? 

The follow1r.~ are the numbers of refuc,ees which I think ~re ap_pro~:ime.tely 
corrt:ct t1no thus will e,ive you a.n idea9. 

fti&drid City and Distric t 
Bilbao district (13fl 0• but under 

U uS~ organi sation) 
San S6bastian 
Barcelona City and district 

Military Cam;.s (Mirendav Jaraba and Alhb!ii.a) 

800 

100 
68() 

Re&t of Spain ~ There are now 270 w,Fren~h French" 
in the province of A1ttrcia aod wsa:r.ie 1n CportoP but 
these are included in the following •French French• 
figures so that for the 9Rest of ~pain" 

.French French (the Padre says) 
Statele5s (this can be put at) 

Total 

dQO 
2380 

200 

7200 
1200 

fo:980. -

.Against my figures I should inform you that others estimate the total numb~r 
of refuE,ees tW l..., 0 000 e.nd ~other·s O 20. 000 .. The Fadre estimates from his f'ie.ur~s 
that of the total umber of refugees 1n Spain only about~ oi the total 6I"e real 
British and AQl.ericana .~. The Un:i. ted States elief .\ttache and Br.1.gadier Torr do not 
dispute this fit;ur " If ,.e tf.ke con.ser-va t ve figure of .14 & 000 refugees then l 
appr~:ur:u.1tely only 28Q require the ccmbined s~r~ices of the British Rea Crose and the 
United. States ·Relief orgenioatioi1 "· 

( 20 7 3) 
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Sutmission No r, Ul~i ~Ol C4/4j 

But there may be the followine to he considered" lt ls estimated that 
3(:fJ, of the refusees are Dutch., Belgian and other allied nationalities who 
whilst in oome cases are ca.red for bY their respective or£anieations. as to 
comfortsg and which Governments will eventually pay expenses are at present 
financed by tbe British Government,. '.Vho is to arrange information for 
accounting? Vlho will supervise the field work necessary dealing with the 
1 ists of name so seeiDf. that medical and other contorts are delivered if necessary 
and a.void over .. lapping? 

Based on th~ above fi~ure 2~3do 0 3<1.Z of these (720) are mized nation~lities 
under imnediate British financial support,, If we add 1% of 14»000 t. 140,, we Let 
a total of d6o or say 1 ,,000 to be on the safe side who would tMo be d~alt with 
by the qBritisb• 

To upset the above roUBb estimate it must be taken into account that of 
the wbole lot (eatitr..ated 14.,000) sane are eOitiE out of' Spain o Perhaps 
l nOOO or more over the period of the lt:l.St for tnight 11 and a fortnight aheed o 
Then some are caning io

0 
perhaps ;;00 or 600 over the same period ,, This is 

tbe best estimate I can arrive. at ,,. 

Then the standstill order was given to me (aee my letter of ,N,ril 16th) 
there was an idee that there might be a massed release of refur_.eee by the 
Spanish GO~~rnimnt o, Thi~ has not taken place and as the notes of my meetings 
show the Spani6h Government contemplate forming a lar~e ~entral camp at Cuenca 
which seems to point out that no massed release is contemplated now or in the 

future,. 

I have been doing my best to get an idea ss to the future e.. NS own 
views are the p086ibility of a large influ~ of refugees from France when the 
Germans becone ~ore occupied end have other matters to think abou reearaine 
tbe frontier

0 
a·nd even tb.en perhaps with third=rate troops" or yet again 

because tbt:y may "lower the price" o the present market rate beingu 1 understand.~ 
accordlng to the status anyth1ng fron 2~000 to 1c~oco franceo, The rea~cns 
for quitting France would be a desire by some to be free of the Gem.an yoke .rtnd 
this would set up the herd instinct to stompede" Also it is the opinion in 
France tbat there is more food to be bad,, iue.,. less real fear of starvation in 
Sp~in than in F.rance o, On the other hand my information is that th~ fact is 
getti~ dessinated in ,li"ra.nce 01' the treat ment given to refugees arriving in 
Spain.. In conversation with others who have recently come from :irr-a.oce that is 
within anything of 14 days tQ 4 months a they do not wipe out my idea but on the 
otber hand do not think it ao likely ae I do o, Tbey tell me that at present 
there is $Ufficient food ) suffic1ent ond. no m<.l'e c and a terrific want of fats 
but sufficieJt food for those who have money to pay for it ~ AS to tbe working 
classes the fi€ures f!,iven me are that if a man is earning 1 0 .)00 francs his 
ordinary ration is qui te i.osufficientp but that by paying another 500 francs 
over the same period he can s,et an cl icit ration card which will make sufficient 
food (~lways without sufficient fats)o That sort of thing is all r'ght for 
single men but for men ~1th families you can se~ that the position is unaatis= 
factory c But here again men with families are not ljkely to abandon the~ o 
Again the artisan class •workersn and the so celled Bolshevik element (of coorse 
jt i~ nothlll€ of the 3art) are extremely well organized but only in small 
groups for obvious reasons « MY informants tell me that they are astonishin€1Y 
obedient for Frenchmen. aod therefore if tbey are told to quit France they will 
quit~ or reJllajn if instructed to do so. so thi~ makes jt impossible to form 
ao.y idea as to whether they will ecome refugeP-s or not" Now then come tLe 
other classes in France~ This is written without any idea of blaming them but 
the facts giveo to me are that tbey prefer their present canforts such as th~Y 
are~ and i has oeeo. stre sed to me without eJ·ception that the Germans are 
iottrfering little with this clas8 of peopl~ and that wen they do the mentality 
of the French .; s so much lighter than twn of •cea messieurs" that they c.J.;.l do 
what they ike -with them e.nd in fact it fa almost a •un sport11

;, coupled with 
this attitude this class are '"wishful thi11Js:ers 11 and aay that in .spite of all 
appearances the Vicoy Government are really working unc1ergrouod against the 

( 20 7 3) 
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Geru.una in favour of France and therefore they should ob~y the orders 0 collbb~ 
orate with the Gerruans 0 make things a~ easy as possible all round and remain 
1n their comparative ccroforto lt must be remembered that anyone working for 
or in favour of tbe Germana gets double rations and is fret,; from many 
embarrassments,,. 

The Padre then tole me tbat on returning from a recent journey he had heard 
a rumour that all refugees were to be put into one c6lllp at Cuenca o He went 
at once to see Mr o• Baraiba who told bim that that was an idea whicb the Spanish 
Government hado The Padre then said to me ffJe crain" = that this may mean 
curt1,dlin@. the liberties of those who are at present in bo tel a O Mr McDonald 
said that if the camp were made large enou~h and if the whole aaministration 
could be .made .French (he meant a sort of .French •enclave• in Spaio) he thought 
that it would probably lead to great~r happiness 0 better hygiene and better 
morale than having them scattered about Spain in different hotels with noth1n6 
to do all day long.,. 

Mr , Baraiba told the Padre that so far . as possible detainees i.o the ca~ at 
Cuenca would be left to le" their own lives and that rather than form a 
barrier to the i ~ release as a t present he pranised that it would lead to 
greatez· facility for rel ease" Mr"o- Baraiba said that the ide~ of tbe Spanish 
was to make CUenca a camp purely for civilg and Miranda real ly a camp for 
the mil1 tary~ 

NOTES Of_QQ.,WIBS.ATIW 4th May_l,2~ P , l Para 4 to end of page. P.,2 , Par1:12 , 
to the end 

Monsilnor told us that at his interview yesterday with ?I.I' . Tena the chief of 
the Spanish Red Cross and also a member of the Home Office and a member of 
the &UXilio Social 0 tt.Jc latter had told him that it had been definitel y agreed 
tb~t there should be no more removals from prisons or d~tention c~ntr~s without 
previous advice bein~ ~iven. to the .French ~ eo that they could have their rep:fe son­
tative ready to receive the J'Jl\ei\ .. OU urrivaL .. 

The padre said he had met Mr q Bowker yesterd~y who was favourable to the 
matter discussed at our meetin~ in tbe morning as to th~ formation of a 'ceLtra 
control~,.. 

The UbSa Relief Attache and the Padre then came to a definite agreement as to 
how supplies of bedding 0 clothing etc o were to be boueht ~ quality approved~ 
payment and storage o 

Then the U .s ..Relief Attache wanted to know about f ture food supplies,, He 
said he bad or<:X.l{"ht with him f'rcm the States two months 0 supplies for 2.000 
peoplt:: and .be wented to avoid orde.1. i.~ the wrone:, kind of food such as too much 
bully beef or too little milk . The Padre then surprised the U., S <Relief A.ttache 
when he informed us that of the foodstuff sent to Algiers under the Lease Lend 
A.Ct v 60 tons was to be sent each month to Spain !'or refugees and that a spec ie. .1. 
envoy from .Algiers was to come and see to the distribution .. The idea is tl'ett 
the food sb.ould come to the port of Al 1.cante but no provision seems to havt 
been m de for storage aod as to transport difficulties from All.cante to tht 
,~amps end prisons in the No:tth uf Spain , this does not seem to have been thOU€,bt 
of .. The whole thi~ was an entire surprise to the U , S ,. Relief A.ttache and 1 t 
w&s also a surprise to N.onsignor th.at the fora.er end not know eboot it .. Here 
obv ~ · •1.sly is seen the necessity for combineit ion ,. 

Mo.o.signor theo told us of t.be efforts be i moll:ing 1'i th the Spanish Red Croes t o 
enable refugees 1n prisons or detention centres or elsewhere to be able to get 
to hosp i ta l l'li thou t un! ,e ~essa.ry delay .- The S.r,:am.sh Red Cross promised to help 

( 20 7 3) 
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OF?ICE JF STRAT~GIC SZRVIC3S 
1'1ashington, D. C. 

ti. l,.J35 a 

From a confidential source in Sp&ln, this Agency ha.8 received 

the follm,ing report, dated I,1arch 16, 1943, on the -l;reatment of 

French refugees in Spain_: 

11The trip taken recently by the Minister of Government, 
Blas PJre~ and tne Director Gener&l of Seguri!d 
through Gerona, Figueras c..nd other _t1laces is believed 
to be very im1Jort&nt. The-r &lso visited La J c;uera. 
The object of their trlp Ja.J to study the si.·uatio 
on the ground itself. The following decisions V' , 

made: The guard along the frontier L; to be l 

increc: .... eu but, on the othJr hand, the fugi ti r s 1 .7 
r%ch this side of tne line safely will have m cl 
0etter treatment. It has bean arran~ed that w~en 
a refugee arrives 111ho has money, he , ill not eve-;, 
have to go to jail or to a concentration cci.:ll.flll out 
can go JirectLy to~ ~ension or hotel. 

11Or.lers hF..i.ve been given to the Civil Governor ::.nd 
the h d..; vf the jail::; to show ev.=,,ry courte~y &na 
hel.fl to Lre offici&_s anQ conLJul~tes of Engl~nu, the 
United Jtc..t'3s a.L1u those of 3outh America.n countrie::.i 
to _t)ut them in cont~ct 1.i t.n the ~eople who are beinb 
t~k€n into custoay. 

11r:.ost of tne of ficialn b. ·e i<:inu. ~n-i coni.:>iiler& i:.e in their 
relations to the r·efugees although in oome citie.s tbP.y 
do t&ke advantage of those ,,ith ;uoney. 11 

April 21, 1943 

I 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Memorandum of Convenation 

DATE: 

SUBJECT: $2,500,000 Fund for Movement 
of Refugees from Spain 

April 17, 1943 

PARTICIPANTS: Mr. Breckinridge Long 

Mr. Francis B. Sayre 

COPIES TO: 

I spoke to Mr. Long this morning concerning the 
incoming telegram from London dated April 15, 1943, 
for Sayre from Lehman, concerning Gore-Booth's offer 
in connection with the proposal for a $2,500,000 fund 
to be used for the movement of £efugees from Spain. 
Mr. Long and I agreed that as this turned on the 
question of the movement of refugees, it was a matter 
falling within his jurisdiction and we agreed that 
the Lehman Office should not undertake further re­
sponsibility in the matter. He said that he would 
send a copy of .Ambassador Winant's cable of April 15 
to our representatives at the Bermuda Conference 
with appropriate instructions. 

/4. s 
F. B. Sayre 

OFR:SAYRE:mmm. 

... 1-1498 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

COPY Memorandum of Conversation 

SUBJECT: Refugees in Spain 

PARTICIPANTS: r. Noel Hall, Br1 ti h Emb ssy, 

Mr. Long. 

COPIES TO: , U, Eu, FT, SD 

DATE: J nuary :?.5, 1943 

Mr. H 11 came in th1e :f'ternoon t h1s own request on anotnez¼ 
1493 

m tter and I took dvantage of the o portun1ty to discus with him 
th above subject. I told h1m th t I had Just been talking to 
Governor Lehman d t e situation a es it wa about like this: 

There were oraewhere between 3, cv)o and 8,000 efugee in Spain. 
We did not know how m ny and h d telegraphed for n est1m te but h d 
received no eatief ctory reply. These refugees utom t1cally became 
segregated into different classes. First, there were the French 
citizens who pro erly could be dmitted into French territory in 
North frica; second, non-Pr nch citizen who h d been in Fr nee s 
refugees nd who might possibly be dm1tted to orth Africa e ending 
uuon the desir of the French m1n1 trat1on in North fr1c; third, 
persons of mil1t ry g who desire to fi ht or d sire to use their 
experience nd technical aual1f1oat1ons in behalf of the Allie. 

As reg rds these l st, General Eisenhower w s,thought to h ve a 
representative operating under our Military Attache to pass upon those 
matters useful to him 1n Africa a rt of his military effort. As many 
of them could be got to fric would be pro erly ta.ken c re of. 

A reg rd the second and third c tegor1ea, their tr nsport to 
fric and their :maintenance there ould nee1 the consent of General 
isenhower swell as the French authorities. 

e were proposing ~o telegr h to General El enhower and present 
to him the propo al nd sk hie dvlce. 

There 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATt 

Memorandum of Conversation 

SUBJECT: 
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PARTICIPANTS: G 

COPIES TO: 
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cummar- or Problem o: Fun~~ :or ~PrU 7 n 
lai"TI d .Arlerican Nationalit~r in S aint; as o" 26, 19 .. 

On FP.bruar-r 5, the I:epa:.· m n'!: of State forwar ·ed the SU.Ti 

of . 108,000 to the American mbass- in ~1&drid for h c~re of 

re ,~ e~s o .. " ~rren~'n an Am r~can ti· n 1·t _ __ _ ~ ~ ~a o - ~ y. urn T ~ 
• ,J 

procured nrO'.Il the 9 1,esident f S Emerge 1 ,-, "?u.11 S ' Hl, 1th t 16 

consent of the 0 ur .au of the -Puu et an· the 1'r.'li te i:..rouse, "Jt.. 

tr' e.i from a · und of o,000,000 Nhich was made avai.::.. ble to the 
grants to the Polis~ overn .eLt for 

State epart:nent primarilv or/the tran ·y,rt tion a n care o" 

certai"l Polis 1 re ug 0 es · ho ere to be ·re.. s_ ort , · to ,e ic:o. 

his allocation as ma e u.l.)O 1 e urgent inc:ic:tence of -0't!:!" 

.A.rnbassad.:" ho contended that the are o: 7 ,,,e 1ch re+·u .,.Pes a 1., -· 
the f acili t tio.1 o:' their ovement to \forth .A fr ice. ·a::: o:: vi tE 1 

politic al a:id mili tarv im~ortance. The A.me., j_can ~ ed. c ... o~ s h&d 

previonsl, sent the sum of "'5,~OJ to :a rid, ha' .~ovi Pd "'l ,00 

f'or th 0 pnrchr c:;e o+~ certain clo'.; ii 1- availa.ble in C' • 

pai. ' 

had sent a COL1 iderable quar1titv O foo stuf' S nro111 ti CO:.C•1trv. 

'T'he ,er 0 ro.::,... ·eclin...,d to oroviGG ... urthar cash c:ssiC"ta. ce, ho· ever, 

&.1c (!/J overnme .. ta.L allocatio1 o · 100 , 'JOO was then made. 

n "ebruaru 15 the Ambassador st ted that th fpc;;.n sh "'0 7 P 1 e1t 

as prepared, i1 the abs nee o~ un 0seen ev lo~ments, to ~~r it 

the movement o:' =re ch re u ee throu -h s~- in to vo- th JI +'ri "i: , 

since 1i'rance ···as technically a non-b 0 li ,erent. 

o. ""e )ruary 17 th, Am, ssador po:. . .tea ut t 1c.:t :::.lthouP-h t 1e 

3ipanish ·Nere p··eparec to permit +he e_;artu e oL' the "r":nch, act -

itional numbers --ere to be expected over ~he ' ench border, par­

ticular~:· •hen thP snow clea_ea from the ountains. He reque t c 

that a representative of OFH,.rlO b 0 assiP-t1ec to hi Dc...S :;~- to 



, 

"A" 

On the same dav that this allo.:::ation was ma. e, the sug-est::.on 

was received -~rom ~he Ambassador that the -:ue tion o-" furth r 

fina~ cing of French refuge _s be exp.1..ored 1 .i th the North A .,... · · 

regime with a view to placi the fi ancial re., ,Jonsibi lit - vi th 

that regi:ne. Action as i .edi.:... tel i i tio.tea ir.L ~-orth P frica 

looking ~ow&rd this end. 
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assist with the r9lie~ problwm. e &lso pointed ou~ t~·t even 

if the '<'rP.n n North A"rican r p;ime a e funds aT~iL~ole, our 

,..,rr. 1assy v-ould have a continuJ.n re pons::.bi i t:r incc the -rorth 

African 7re,ch were not 1DRf1·c1· a11 · db th S ·' ~ re~ogn1ryP y e µa1isn 

govern 1e:at • 

..©NARe. x.illix. T -2a.x.tn.exAm.Ki.as:s · ox sta.tedA.t.hatxtiIR 
Shortl;r a ter the receipt of thi tPle ram, · p,...e entat.L ve 

of OFFRO was d:i.:spatched to 'iadr.Ld~ to assist the ~bass~C) y. 

On Fecr.ruar;;r 28, the .4:nbassaoor reported that the )roblem 

continued to grow. ~e in·icated thu the num~er cro·sin~ the 

})order far ex:ceeded the n r:iber who co 1.d ..,,., relea ·ed b..,. a e-Tar"1atec 

with ex.istin :!:'acil1ties. On.., thou ·c nd were expecti:d t- le,nre 

fir ~orth Africa w1tnin the week, but it ,~s re~orte that 150 

to 00') additional Frcnchm::n were enter .n.g tr1e countrv dail:r and 

t11ere were indications that\ the number woulc.. i 1crea. e. 

It wa,... state' at that time tnat the -"unr'<s at the disposal 

of the Aro assador a 1d the smaller sums available to C;olo·-iel 

lalaise, the North African wrench re~rer_~tative, ro 1 e 

exhausted before> the enc of ~rarch~ ana that it was rd :rn_ v 

important that arran,.,.ements me made in advance fo' a(c1_tional 

funds to keeµ the pro ram goin;. he Am ic.s.:;ac..or rei terc ted his 

belief that the -:ork shoulo. oe turned over to thi=; 1<1rP,nc0-., wi tn 

our assistance_; but again pointed out our "on-'"·inuin~ fi an"ial 

responsi b.l-i t;r :or the smaller num.Jer of' , eel' rec Americ&ns in 

the refu~ee group. 

In re 1~- to this tele ram, the Ambassaaor a ad •isea on 

rarch 5 that e understoou that the ~rench in orth Afri~= 

had now appropriated 25,000,000 fran,s for relief to th-~e re~u Pes 
and that re assumed that this ·muld meet t 1e problem o-" the 
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k'rench roup. ith Tesp3at to tho.e of oeclared An' ri~a~ 

natio----iali t··, the Em1Jassy was re uested to rel'ort b · "arch lt 

as to. the num ers involved, the amou t ·1e de', c...nu the plaiY 

proposed. It ~as poi .ted out a ain that no fund~ for thi pur­

pose coald .Je as.:3ured but that e ·vould revie hi"' re~o.,, t qnd 

explore the possibilities. 

On \~ar8h 6 the .Amb.a ..... sac or rP. o · ed the..,_ thJ cp ...... 1i.h ho.a. 

suddenly stoiipe the departu· J of 1 'JO rirenchmen, Vie f ~,~st le.,., "' 

rrroup pla ..ning to leave for or th A'' icB., due to pr ssur"' +'rom 

the erman over llilent. On 1arcn 8 t1ie An1ba ~ sador \ ..)a · the pa:1.ish 

orei n [inis er who ac.~r:d him tha~ theTe as ~o ~unda ntal 

chan ,e i 1 Spanish polic: )Ut :::;u ~e ... ted that the refueee., be morn 

throw;ll Portu al sin~e this would reduce the problem 'i t·:1 th'= 

(}Rrmans. ThP Erlbasc: r immediatel r D"' ,an to exr,lore this possibi-it r. 

In repl to the nepar-1:mentrs t--:,legram of a.rcri. 5 the Ambas.a or 

re l::.ed on "~arch 11 to the followi 1i:,- effect. Al 1-11.ou -h. <:>5, O , ,...,0'.) 

r"'ncs r.ad:e aeen voted for rel ,::,f of '<'1 ·nch re ug es in fp' in 

therewas no i nrnedic::.te • ros ct o'"' p 0 s~tc. procee' · beer.ming 

ava.1lable to Colo 1°1 ~al' ise. Conse:iuen-:lv the Ti'rench ef .,.ees 

were still looking to us ~or "'SS stan e am tne P.mb' sa or .,_ eT' fore 

re uested tt.e sum of 180,000 per onth unt.il c-u h ti!ne is H'renc 1 

funds mi ht be ac~ua11- avail,hl in ain. Qe moreo er r 0 uected 

that this mont~lv ,,urn be avniihable De in1.in -, r---h 1~ si· ce 

existing funds would De virtuall·" exha..1.sted a. of th&.t date. 

In this sum of 1 ,...,0, 00 h_ i 1 e ~p ro1dmate1~r 10,0'JO .,..or 

declared Am 0 ri ans ho numbered fro 1 200 to 250. 
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the 

it p 

diffic~lt to estimate but thut l: no ~e~uil 

the next t irty dau • 

150'.iJOO for 

Upon the rec t o-" th arch 11 tele , the r • 

imrre "iate1,, took steps to , cili tr te tl: provi ion of pe~ e_,_ 

iU-1L...:, for t-:e li're. ch i Jpai ... b of neri .. to ,. _r it the tr .... c" r J 

of , 500,000 of Portr A''ri a T'ri::inch i'M.ndxJdil:KXR dollar h· lr1 ... cc 

h re to a peseta credit in Spain. Thi required cctiot bv he 

Fre ch i t To th Africa aL" '-' t 

urphp in lgi~r:: ur i 1~ t is ction. n ]"rrc-h 80 e 'ere 
l '41 //UM.t~tii advis·d .,_~a 1e ~ren h in --1 iers hc1c.. tel rr he t eir bane.: -here authori.li lP' an inita tra , action o:' 100,0 0 hcd 

sated that f rther fund~ wo 1 be a vanced as ec s arv. 

On '"arch 2", ho·, ver, Artbassac or Ta -"' · ... eu -run Jh~ t the e-"-"i:>c 

that this a.IJ .nt , o ld be irrnuf icient an ur ed that tn,., 

initital tra1 actio1 should he at least "50,000 since ell 

French and Ami:>rican funds V1ere exhausted. ., on r,, rch 8Z, the 

French Arr.er~ an Banki 1e orporatio:1 here state clihat h -,- h· c1 

no i LStruction -"ro Al-ier onJeraing the tr& ner of either 

o-" th se amo-:.ints an" anoth~r t 0 l r..... . c;(sJ the e no e de )&tchec 

to ·rurph~- a. of that date EP .. :-isi ..... '"" him o.c- this : act an urr.rinP­

irnmediate rction. No repl· has ·et been re _ived to thi~ t~le~ra 

and to our knowle e tlere has as 

1ere for the tr· ,fer of func.s. 

t been nor~ eipt of a~thori atlon 

In the eanti e plz. 1s ere mu turir.: .,o:- -+-he - c:.rtu:;. e o:f" 

~rench reiu ees rom 0 o tu al a it a.~ ...,2rs p ob ole. tha 
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a thousc. 1f r ore mo.:r leave there abou.t 'arch cl. ,_.,, 1L is 

y10t 'e.f ini te .... · co11:irrned, ho e·r ~r, an ... e:otiat lo 

goi r• on · i th the Portuge.se ··over 1ment. 

a, re"ei 0
~ firom th~ 

ctill 

ir_ ra rid. He rei tera ~ ed agai 1 +he ur e"lt n'3Ce.:' si tr of 1s ttin 7 

funds to the Fre11ch in ~~c.:.. · ric.. -"o the care o"' re"'u"'eAs, statinr:; 

for the first time that over "100,000 il.L 'e required to cov_r 

unpaid past obligations/alo.ie. He al"O stated that r ~arale.:,s 

of the agreemel1t o" the -i::irench to a. ume the x nse o-" the 

ca .. :e of their own national.::, ±mo: the Am .r ic'.ill ~mba a still 

conducting the r 0 lief _program and that ther,,,.fo:re e ·· ere looked 

to by the 8panish ad the refugees alike as the res_ousiole 

pa1 ties. He i)Ointed out that aw onus re5ulti1.i. from a ,e.ilure 

t0 me~t obli,::atio11s prnm tl~r wou.ld be boun: to fall on us. 

The Ai~bassador urther stated that he as in ur~eit ne~d 

of 100,000 of American funds to cover the care o~ uecla-,,ed 

America 1s a.11d expeiL es inc idi:mt to the relief o.,_)era tiou. in 

general. He stated that this sum rvo la ~over past oblirTatio1s 

as well as f.it ne obligatio:1s for several mo.itt.s, a~ ~u.rntng the 

necessit· o"' no furt11er expenoitures on behalf' of the T"lre 1c''l 

refugees as such. 

I 

\.; 
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Governor Le' . an : 

The Joint istrlbution Committee cal led 
i.,.., lex..1 r this er1 oon and !"Cpo "'ted the fol lo 1-

ing facts 1th reg rd to the refugee situ tion n 
SLJ • n: 

Tic C no 
r . [fiquer a , 

of he Portuc 

r si et repr sentat l ve in 
is a Portu ese nati n 1 and 

'3 Cross • 

• .,;,Chwartz ms rs-:entl calle ~o Spaln by 
mb soa dor• Hayes to or on th pJ:>oblom of traD.si'cri>ln 

forei n c lld1•e to the Un t d ~tates . . _1.is is a.rt of' 
of th J C and the Unite' St tes Com.,'111 t ­

. o ea Childre_ . This is bein a dled by 
ad.rid and Bare lona ho also have at t heir 

t!'le i vi v aas to ch.:. lch>en' s mother s . 

il r . Sc ·; tz as the_ .. e h a able , v; i t h 
Ambassador Iayes , to _ era de tho ,".j anish autho1•ities 
t dlseontinu th, der,ort ton of' refugees back t o 

rar1ce. a 1 wa able to help et m y refugees out of 
nrlson in a rid nd ur lona . 

• . • J . 

Dece r , , 1 42 . 
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who fled from ranee to fi ht in North Afrlca is aving a 
serious effect on their orale d the mor lei France 
here t e fact has become known . He concluded that frJm 

the oint of vie t s essential to restore 
th this . OU • 

On J nuary 4 t e bassador ain cabled stating 
that it 1 a absolutely essential from both the political 
and military point of vie to ive adequ te rell f to 
refugees of •ranch nationalit., ell as those of American 
national ty . He req1eated an imrodiate rrant of 100 , 000 . 

On Ja uary 26 a t clegra--n as desp tched from this 
office requesth1g ore recise inform.tion an the slze of 
the group i th ihich tho mb ss dor s concerned, the 

robable r t f increase in this group , t'1e li eli ood 
of ovin these French refu ees to ~orth Afr1c, and 
inqulrin about the degree of continuin res ons bility 
1 ich ould be nvolved and t e possibility of sin riv te 
i:enc es . 

The 
effect: 

assador roplied n January 2 to the follo ing 

1 . The _reposed assistance rill be llmited 
to rsons of French an eric nationality; 

2 . It is difflculv o et ecise figures 
but between 1 , 00 and 2 , 000 are now receiving aid 
of some sort at a cost of a oroximately ,10 , vOO 
,eekly . This ex enditure ill robably 1ncre se . 
The bassador et ates that b t1ecn 00 n 700 

ersons are cros lnc t c fronti r :oekly; 

3 . It is estimated to. a. roximaLel ?o'1, 
oft French refuges vill be a proved for transit 
to orth Afr·c by orth fric n French aut1orlties . 

4 . e 100,000 1 
tures for a proximatel 

er ted 111 meet ex endi­
the next two months . 

5 . If the o1nt Distr'bution Comnittee , tl1e 
uakers d the Red Oros rill ive i tance 

t ere will be no in efin te res on ib.lity on the 
art of our Gov r et . (There i no ssurance th t 

thi can be arranged . .R. J . ) 
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REFUGEE SITUATION INS~ 

The following text represents the esential pa~ts 
of a telegraphic report received from His Majesty's Ambassador 
at Madrid under date of February 1st. In a preamble, Sir 
Samuel Hoare explained that on February 1st he raised the 
question with the Minister of Foreign Affairs and gathered 
the impression that the latter was anxious to help solve 
the refugee question insofar as he could do so without 
provoking dangerous German reaction. Sir Samuel Hoare 
continues: 

" ( a) It has been agreed to release prisoners under 
and above military age, women, children and priests. 
The ·number of men so far released from Miranda is 
ahout 590 including 168 ~oles, 28 other Poles (re­
leased as Can2dians 50 French (•Canadians') 8 Czechs, 
10 Belgians (released as Canadians) 33 Belgians (treated 
as Belgians) and 7 British. 180,mostly officers, have 
been sent to a hotel at Jaraba. In spite of these 
releases there are still about 3300 in camp and a 
great many more in prisons and about 100 refugees are 
drifting into Spain every day. Our clothes, medical 
supplies and food are now beir:..g admitted into the 
camp and prisons and, although we have still failed 
to obtain formal approval, we have succeeded in 
making visits to camp and in making contact with 
persons in outlying prisons. Departmental difficulties 
are still put in our way but M.F.A. has promised again 
to remove them. 

"(b) Since the beginning of .December there has been 
hold-up in release of prisoners of military age. At 
present there are in camp 3300 of whom less than 20 
are genuinely British, though we have about 1000 who 
have declared themselves to be British (including 
500 French, 200 Poles and 95 Belgians). When I 
raised the question this morning with the M.F.A. he 
adndtted this hold-up and said that it was due to his 
wish to take the first steps towards a broud solution 
of the whole problem without raising friction. I told 
him H.11.G. would be greatly disturbed if it appeared 
that Spanish GoverPinent were failing to carry out 
their international obligations and that whilst I 
realized his difficulties I advised him to start again 
the flow of releases even though for time being it 
had to be upon a limited scale. 

" ( c) I also pressed again upon him the need for 
immediate arrival of Red Cross personnel. I told him 
that as things are, the work of H.i. Bmbassy is being 
embarrassed by the flood of refugees and refugee 
problems, and that I need this additional help even 
if it is only for a few weeks. He seemed to agree 
but it will be necessary to press his department 
again. 

"(d) Two American social workers have arrived from 
Lisbon primarily to look after stateless persons and 
Jews. 

"(e) We have been sending large quantities of clothing 
and food to refugees, and the wives of my staff and 
members of the British Community have been rising 
wonderfully to the occasion. In accordance with your 
instructions I have been oruering blankets, all types 
of clothing etc., wherever I could find them." 

Sir/ 
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Sir Samuel Hoare subsequently comments that the 
British Embassy,in addition to handling all British cases 
and cases on behalf of the European Allies, is still in 
practice dealing with French refugees, since at the time 
the telegram was written the American Embassy did not 
possess the money or the staff to take the latter over. 
(It will be appreciated that Sir Samuel Hoare's ID3ssage 
crossed the instructions to Ambassador Hayes authorizing 
him to spend 100,000). 
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REFUGEE SITUATION IN SPAIN 

Information obtained from the Foreign Office 
under date of January 1st, 1943. 

subject to any correction of the figures which 

nay be received from His Majesty's Embassy at Madrid, the 

latest figures for refugees in Spain supplied by the Lisbon 

representative of the American and Jewish Joint Distribu­

tion Fund amount to 18,000. This figure is understood to 

be based on an estimate by the Spanish Government which 

includes many would-be Fighting French and it is in any 

case thought to be somewhat exaggerated. The figure may 

therefore be taken to be somewhere between 10,000 and 

11,000, made up as follows:-

JEWISH 5000 (1,500 - 2,000 Germans and Austrians; 
1,500 Polish; 1,500 Belgian, Dutch, Jugoslav and mis­
cellaneous). 

NON-JEWISH About 5,000 (Germans and Austrians 
estimated at about one third of this total). :rn 
MIRANDA DE EBRO camp there are 3,500 (500 - 750 Jews; 
majority are Germans or Austrians). 

Refugee entries into Spain were about 80 a day 
after the German move into Vichy France but now average 
from 40 - 60 a day. 

Assistance is being given to "enemy" as well as 

Allied refugees by the Joint Distribution representatives. 

To the Allies a number of blankets have been distributed 

through the British Consulate General at Barcelona, which 

is the point to which most refugees crossing the rrontier 
{/' .. , 

gravitate in the first place. 

Fifty pesetas per week per head are being paid 

for maintenance. In view, however, of the high cost of 

living this sum would seem to be inadequate and the Joint 

Distribution Board representative has declared that $3.00 

a day are required to keep refugees above subsistence level. 

The Foreign Office mention that Allied representatives in 

Spain/ 
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Spain are in touch with the British Embassy and Consulates; 

sums advanced by British authorities on their behalf for 

relief of their nationals are recoverable; the resources 

available, however, for repaying such expenditure are not 

expected to prove sufficient for prolonged stay in Spain 

and in a.ny case funds at present available are not likely 

to cover a large number of refugees of non-Allied origin. 

As regards the Spanish attitude to the refugee 

situation the Foreign Office mention that if the present 

rate of entries is maintained the increa.sing strain on 

Spanish good will and on available resources will become 

very serious unless the countries concerned can devise 

effective measures to cope with the situation. They also 

state that the Joint Distribution representatives are 

doing their best but that the organisation does not seem 

as yet to have sufficient standing with the Spanish 

Government for really effective and comprehensive operation. 

January 5th, 1943. 

BRITISH EMBASSY, 

WASHINGTON, D. c. 
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED ) 

TO : Secretary of sTate, Washington 

FROM: Madrid 
"2b 

DATE: October~, 2 p.m. 

NUMBER: 3146 

C O N F I D E N T I A L 

REFERENCE: Department ' s 226?, October 26. 

French mission agrees that it is not considred 

worth hile to ship as requested in July c1g rettes and comfort 

kits because of present rapid rate of evacuation. 

It ia possible that later changes in refugee 

situation will create need for them, however your efforts 

in obtaining them nre greatly appreciated. 

RR 

EIL 

HAYES 



AIR MAIL --
No. 913 

( 

Subject: 

The Honorable 

Lisbon, April 9, 1943. 

Embarkation ot French Refugees 
at Portugues Ports. 

The Secretary of State, 

Washington. 

Sir: 

I have the honor to refer to the Legation's 

telegram no. 793 or April 9, 1 p.m., regarding the 

embarkation of French refugees from Spain at Portuguese 

ports. In this connection I enclose a copy and transla-
o~ 

tionAa not, no. 16, dated April 8, 1943, from the 

Foreign Office. 

Respectfully yours, 

Bert Fish 

Enclosures: 

1. Copy of note no. 16 dated 
April 8, 1943. 

2. Translation of above. 

MNC: jp 

300 

1 ,ny of 
orig-



Enclosure no. l to despatch no. 913 or April 9, 1943 • 

.QQ.l?Z 

MINISTERIO DOS NEGOCIOS ESTRANGEIROS 

Proc. 552,l 

No. 16 

0 Ministerio dos Neg6cios Estrangeiros apresenta os 

seus atenciosos cumprimentos a Lega9ao dos Estados Unidos 

da Am'rica e, com referencia a sua Nota Verbal no. 1048, 

de 24 de Mar90 ultimo, tem a honra de lhe comunicar que 

autorizara o transito por Portugal aos retugiados que 

presentemente se encontr&m em Espanha e deseJam embarcar 

em portos portugueses. 

Para o eteito do transito por Portugal, deverao, 

porem, oa retugiados de que se trata ser divididos em 

tantos grupos quantos os navios que lhes torem destinados, 

entendendo-se ainda que oada grupo nae excedera a lota9ao 

do seu navio, e que a entrada de oada grupo so se 

eteotuara quando estiver maroada a data da partida. 

Tam.bem os retugiedos, depois de se enoontrarem em 

Portugal, nao deverao adiar o em.barque a pretexto de 

doen9a ou qualquer outro motivo. 

Lisboa, 8 de Abril de 1943. 



Enclosur no. 2 to despatch no. 913 of April 9, 1943. 

File 552,l 

No. 16 

Translation 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

The Ministry ot Foreign Affairs presents its 

best compliments to the L gation ot the United 

States of .America and, with reference to its note 

verbale no. 1048 of March 24 last, has the honor 

to inform the Legation that the transit through 

Portugal of the refugees who at present find 

themselves in Spain and wish to embark in Portuguese 

ports will be authorized. 

In order to effect the transit through Portugal, 

the refugees concerned should, however, be divided 

into as many group as there are ships allotted tor 

them, with the understanding that each group will 

not exceed the capacity of its ship and that the 

entry ot each group will only take place when the 

date of departure shall have been fixed. 

Furthermore, the refugees, atter they have 

arrived in Portugal, shall not postpon their 

departure on th pretext of illnes or any other 

motive. 

Lisbon, April a, 1943. 
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

FROM: American Embassy, Madrid 

TO: Secretary of State, Vashington 

DATE: November 2, 1943 

NUMBER: 3216 

SECRET 

Without incident and with full cooperation of 

Spanish authorities another convoy of 1510 French refug­

gees departed from Malaga today. 

In this connection reference is made to my cable of 

October 22, no. 3075. 

HAYES 



PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

FROM: AMERICAN EMBASSY, MADRID 

TO: Secretary of State, Washington, D. c. 

DATE: October 22, 1943 

NUMBER: 3075 

CONFIDENTIAL 

The following has been repeated to Lisbon and 

Algiers: 

Last night 1570 French refugees embarked at Malaga 

for North Africa with full cooperation of the local au­

thorities. These form the first group to be directly 

evacuated from a port in Spain. November 1 or 2 it is 

hoped to embark an equivalent number. 

HAYES 
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