
,--, THIS FILE TO BE ISSUED ONLY TO OFFICIALS LISTED ON INSIDE COVER. 

UNITED NATIONS r - o s -u NATI N NIES 
- , 

Soc:~al Matters FILE NUMBER NO. DU DOSSIER 
Rel1ef and Rehabilitation 

.SO. l">l~ 

ASSISTANCE PROGRAMME TO HUNGARIAN REFUGEES 
) 

EXCHANGE OF GENERAL INFORMATION WITH CO-ORDINATING 634/31 ( 
AND OPERATING SOURC~ a,~ , 

HEADQUP.RTERS - EUROPEAN OFFICE ue -
~o'y LAISON OFFICE - UNITED NATIONS HIGH 

1} 
coi'IMISSION FOR REFUGEES 

PART 
\ PARTIE 

, -
I Fll:E BEGINS /)ec · ((j .5 --_t ENDS /4~. 117 

DOSSIER COMMENCE LE TERMINE LE 

-
REFERRED TO ROOM P.A. 

INIT. I DATE 
REFERRED TO ROOM I P.A. 

DATE TRANSMIS A BUREAU - DATE TRANSMIS A BUREAU - DATE INIT. 
NO. B. F. NO. B. F. 

r J I 
I . 

-~~L -
I ~ ,_ \. • f, , .:. ,..- 'yCf /c_ (/1- I¼, -t ,~ -

~-- /11 J:J4J ,~ --rk 4 J.. .Jotu I - -

dk U/.L __ 
.l?~/ I .,_ /_ ;c;'7' 

F . 

--
• 

i-r- ,. 
' .. . J . ·, ---f--

--
----, 

- . .. \ 

! 

1 . 

, . 
• > 

- . 
' 
I 

-

-

-

I 

' < - . ~ 

CR, 37 ,!5,15151 FOR CONNECTED FILES SEE INSIDE COVER -

' .. 
. ' 

\J,J ..... 
~ ..... 
'-"" 

). 



TOLSTOY FOUNDATION, INC. 
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Activities for Refugees from Hungary 

The Tolstoy Foundation has placed at the disposal of the Intergovernmental 
CoIQll11ttee for Europgan Migration since shortly before the first coordination 
meeting in Geneva three international staff members, ten local staff, and two 
cars with drivers. 

We have also guaranteed the placement of 500 Hungarian refugees in the 
United States and are prepared to guarantee further quota placement within the 
USA quota of 21,500 if necessary. Further, we have arranged with the American 
Fund for Czechoslovak Refugees to match assurances on their behalf for approximately 
150 cases with the .American Fund for Czechoslovak Refugees guaranteeing reception 
and plaeement in the United States. 

Modest Tolstoy Foundation cash grants have been made through the Red Cross 
Branches in Germany and Austria. 

4 December 1956. 
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PRESENT OPERATIONS OF THE LEAGUE OF RED CROSS SOCIETIES 
WITH REGARD TO HUNGARIAL'\J REFUGEES IN AUSTRIA 

Present engagements of the League of Red Cross Societies viz-a-viz Hungarian 
refugees in Austria are as follows: 

The League of Red Cross Societies has engaged itself to care for 20,000 Hungarian 
refugees in Austria for the month of December to provide food, clothing and medical 
care in 10 camps. Supplementary camp equipment also will be provided to the extent 
of our ability to do so. 

Each one of these 10 camps will be staffed by a National Red Cross team composed 
of: 

1 
1 
l 
1 
1 
l 
1 

director 
doctor 
nurse 
feeding expert 
housing and clothing expert 
supply officer 
administrative officer and 

1 recreational director 

These teams will be provided by the National Red Cross Societies of: 

Denmark 
France 
Finland 
Germany (West) 
Great Britain 
The Netherlands 
Sweden 
United States of America 

plus 2 additional teams from Canada, Italy, N?rway or Monaco. 

On lanuar71st, 1957, the League will take on an additional 5,000 refugees. 

The cost of this program for one month is estimated at $500,000. 

With the aid of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees the charge of 
an additional 10,000 refugees also will be assumed on January 1st, 1957, bringing the 
total to 35,000 refugees. 

The League is prepared to assume charge of any number of refugees over and above 
35,000 as from January 1st, 1957, provided it is assured of financial support to cover 
the basic costs in cash or in kind for these refugees. 
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All personnel services in camps will be assumed by the National Red Cross 
Societies affiliated in the League. 

The value of League s ervices and supplies to refugees up to December 1st, 1956• 
including contributions received from Governmental Organizations such as the UNHOR, 
totals approx1:mately $1,000,000. 

The International Red Cross has received in Vienna for relief to Hungary and 
Hungarian refugees in Austria supplies valued at approximately $10,000,000. 

However, it should be borne in mind that the allocation of these supplies depends 
on the situation in Hungary and among the refugees and allocation of these supplies 
will be made upon the urgency of the needs· in Hungary and among the refugees. 

During the period from November 1st to November 30th National Societies of the 
Red Cross expended between 20 and 30,000 dollars for telegrams and cables from 
Hungarians arriving in Austria to members of their families in various countries 
throughout the world. 

The Junior Red Cross Sections of the National Red Cross Societies have allocated 
$100,000 to equip 5,000 Hungarian r efug ee children in Austria with shoes, clothes, and 
a hat or bonnet as a Christmas present. The cost per child is estimated at $20. 

In addition, the Junior Sections of the Red Cross have appropriated $10,000 for 
Christmas parties in the camps for Hungarian child refugees. 

December 5th, 1956, 
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INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR CHILD 1tJELFARE 

.... . , 11; , · .••• . · ' 

' ' I ' 

Aid to Hungarian Children 
. r' . 

; fhe : I'.U~~.W. delegation is he~ded by Mro B.G. McT·aggart, . Rettet das Kind, . 
Stubenring 1, Zimmer 167, Wien I (teL U 10,590, · Ext. 1037), who is working with 
personnel from the Austrian Society "Save the Children11 , and other r.u.c.w. member 
organi'sations from out~ide Austria. . Mr.·. MpT.ag.gart is in touch with ·representatives 
of_other agencies working in ·Austria ·and notably with Mr. V. Beerina:nn, the U.N.H.C.R. 
r@pre·sentati ve. The I. U. C. W. delegation is represerit'ed ·on the Fe·deral Ministerial 
Coordinating Committee concerned with the maintenance of Hungarian refugees who will 
be st~ytng in Austria. 

·; ' It I i' . .• -~ . 

At present, the r.u.c.w. delegation is taking care of 2,000 children, the 
majority together with their mothers, and this number is being increased to 3,000. 
These children are in institutions in the following provinces ~-

Carinthia 150 
Lower Austria 400 
Highe~ Au.stria 350 
Salzburg 200 
Styria 350 
Tyrol 100 
Arlberg 50 
Vienna 400 

Unaccompanied children are going to Heroldeck in Carinthia for the present. 

From the financial point of view, the I.U.c.w. estimates that to maintain the 
3,000 refugee children for three months, a budget of approxima.tely nine million 
Austrian schillings is needed ($352,560). 

Appeals in Austria itself, and among the Union 1 s member organisations have 
met with an immediate response. To date, organisations in Australia, Canada, 
Denmark, Finland, France, Great Britain, Ireland, Italy, Netherlands, Norway, 
Portugal, Sweden, Turkey and the United States have sent financial contributions 
to the r.u.c.w. delegation, amounting to approximately 3,010,000 schillings (i.e. 
$117,912).* 

In addition, many gifts in kind have been and continue to be received from 
organisations and individuals, and others have offered hospitality to Hungarian 
children. 

* Total as at 4/12/56 = $120,840. 
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During the past week, the I.U.C.W. has initiated a special spensoPShip 
scheme for Hungarian children in Austria, whereby individuals or groups are 
undertaking to maintain a child for three months, for the present, by,. contriruting 
$105. The responso to this appeal is very encouraging. 

The Secretary Goneral of the r.u,c~w., Mr. Georges Thelin, and the D•put1 
Secretary Gener,al, Mrs. J. -M. Small, will be in Austria during the week of 3' 
December to discuss ~he situ~tion with the Union's delegation, and mak~ plans also 
-for future work in Hungary. 

Cooperation is continuing with the office of the U .N.H.C.R., the I.c,.R~O.. and 
the League of Red Cross Societies. 

30 November 1956. 
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Our Headquarters Representative in the Argentine has notified us ~f her 
participation in discussion with other agencies as to joint plans which can be 
made when the official position of the Argentine es to admission of Hungarien 
refugees has become more definite. 

United States 

Our American Branch has been participating 1n meetings with other agencies 
concerned with this problem toward plonning for the Hungariun refugees admitted 
to the United States, Although not involved in the direct resettlement aspect 

• 

of their admission, the American Branch hes mnde several concrete proposals, such 
as that the reception centre in Camp Kilmer include an information section 
available to refugees and using Hungarinn speaking volunteers sensitive to the 
needs of those refugees who really are seeking some kind of counselling. The 
Branch hhs further officially asked that special attention be given &t the time 
of the registration of refugees ~·oming to Crunp Kilmer to the presence of any 
children or youth unaccompanied by their parents or r elatives, both for purposes 
of later tracing and to elert the volunt ary agencies to the possible need for 
social planning for these children. Our Junerican Branch will of course be 
available for such plnnning. 

Our American Branch has at the same time strongly recommended that temporary 
placement in countries not far from Hungary be planned for unaccompanied children 
until it enn be cleared whether their parents ur e alive, whether there are 
relatives willing and able to take them• etc, In the event however that any such 
unaccompanied children or youth are admitted to the United States, the Branch has 
worked out a plan in co-operntion with Church ilorld Service for temporary foster 
or institutional core for children whore a permenent plan is not yet indicated. 
This plan could be put into effect immediately. 

Other 

Several Branches of I SS are already engaged in providing inter-country 
services to Hungarinn r efugee familie s who have become separntedbetween two or 
more countrieso 

4 December 1956. 
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In the faco of the enormity- of the Hungarian refugee problem both quantitatively 
and qualitatively, H is rec0gni 7,ed that the role r.f ISS may not appear a startling 
one, that ISS is not a relief organization 1 that our major contribution lies in the 
skill and experience of our staff which is being made readily available on several 
fronts. The service we can give on an individual basis supplements what can be 
done on a larger scale. 

Europe 

Austria 

... 

• .. As reported in our .. stat ement of 23 Nevember, ms Austria immediately made 
four caseworkers available fo r the reception centre Traiskirchen when urgently 
reqt1ested to do so by the UNHCR Representative in Austria. These· four caseworkers 
have been gradually returned to the refugee centres where they were previously 
assigned and where Hungarian refugees have been subsequently installed, it being 
felt that the kind of servrce that they can give could be more constructively 
used in these centres r ath3r than in the emergency reception ctintre. 

Further servi ~e has been given to nn appreciable number of Hungarian refugees 
by the regulnr offices of ISS Austria. 

Fre.nce 

Our French Branch 1 the &ervice Soaia.l d ' Aide aux Emigrants (S3AE), has been·: 
associated with the .. initiatives @d decisions of the French Government concerning 
Hungarian refugees. The SSAE is a memb8r of the Gomite National d'Accueil aux 
Refugies Hongrois created by the Govern.~ent with representatives of the ministries 
and private organizo..tions: and participates in Ir.eatings for the preparation for 
arrive.l, accommodation and gradual integr ation cf the r efugees. 

The emergency basis on which r efugees have to be admitted has necessitated 
their tempo:t'ary placement in m1lit e..ry bnrro..cks under the Ministry of National 
Defence, The SSAE has immediately sought to divide the mass ·of refugees into a 
few l arge categor~es such o..s 

- men alone 
- family groups 
- women with children .... 
... .women alone 
- unaccompanied children and young people 

It is the l atter group which will need the greatest help. Efforts are being 
made to have the students amongst them continue their studies when nble to do so 
from the point of vi ew of l anguage in which they will be given necessary help. 
Efforts will also be made ·to provide suitable vocational training or employment 
for apprentices nnd workerso 
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In brief, the SSA~ is considered to be serving es teehnieal adviser to tha 
Govarnment authorities, is applying individual concepts on an emergency basis, 
and is working in close co-operation with tho Office of the Representative of the 
UNHCR in France. 

Italy' 

The position of ISS Italy in relation to the Hungarian Fefugees is c special 
one in vi ~w of its having always been a section of the Italian Red Cross, which 
has major r esponsibility for the reception nnd care of the refugees in the several 
Red Cro s s centres in which they are being accomm~dated, The Italian Red Cross has 
delegated a special responsibility in carrying out its t a sk to our ItnJ.ian Branch, 
as the section of the Italian Red Cross having most experience in dealing with 
refugee problems. Plans are now underway ns to just how ISS Italy will carry out 
this responsibility ruid how it will co-ordine..t e its activiti es with those of other 
agencies and responsible bodies. 

To this end Mrs. Edna Weber, who recently joined I SS Hqs. staff, is to go to 
Italy. Mrs. Weber c&~e on our staff for the special project with USR:P for 
Counsellors training. It is felt that her service s may be especially helpful at 
this time in Italy in orientation of any new counselling staff nnd in working out 
necessary procedures. 

Netherlands 

As previously reported, the Director of our Netherlands Branch has been 
leaned, on the request of those responsible for arrnngements concerning refugees, 
to the Netherlands F'ederation for Refugee Help to nssume the mnjor responsibility 
for the registration, documentation and distribution in the various centres 
throughout the country of the refugees admitted to the Netherlands. To date 
three groups amounting to 2,000, refugees have been received; another 1,000 are 
expected next week and an additional 2,000 will be passing through en route 
elsewhere. · 

Switzerland 

ISS Swiss Branch works in close co-oper ation with the Office Central Suisse 
d'Aide aux Refugies (OCS.AR) and has alrendy been referred from official sou.roes 
a number of cases of Hungarian refugees. ISS Swiss Branch is a member of the 
Geneva Committee for the r eception of Hungarian refugees of which the Director is 
Treasurer. The experience of the Branch in refugee problems has been helpful in 
~rganizing the reception of the Hungarian r efugees who will come to Geneva. 

Other 

Although we have not yet received any specific information from other I.S.S 
Branches in Europe, we are confident thnt useful service is being rendered. by 
other Branches to Hungariru1 refugees in this emergent period. 
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HUNG A RIAN R E LIEF 

Contributions received: 
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IRC had fixed as its object to r aise ur:e million dollars for Hungnrian 
relief. This hns been echieved. 

Swnmnry of activities up t o date : 

Students relief: Full board and lodging is provided for 200 students in 
Vienna. The difference between the Government's contribution and 
subsistence expenses is paid for another 320 students at the Pfeilgasse­
hostel, Vienna. 

Weekly pocket money of 50 schillings is paid to approximately 1,500 
students. 

400 beds ar e being supplied f c,r a new students' home in Rohe Warte, 
Vienna. 

Students' hostels will be opened and/or scholarships provided in France, 
Belgium nnd Switzerland. 

Emigration: Assurances have been provided for 500 migrants to the 
United Stntes. 

Clothing: Thousands of sets of warm underwear and socks have been 
distributed to new arrivals at the Hungarian frontier. 

Planned activities: 

Mr. Joseph Buttinger, Vice• ·Ch11irmnn of IRC, has been appointed European 
Director for the Hungarian Relief action. He is arriving in Vienna today to 
plan and co-ordinate further actions. 

4 December 1956. 
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On November 28, the International Committee of the Red Cross in Geneva sent 
the following telegram: 

Quote given constant increase and dispersion hungarian refugees 
international committee redcr~ss considers impe~ative concentrate full 
information concerning them at central. neutral agency as foreseen genova 
conventions stop conforming its traditional activities icrc has 
therefore decided register all refugees whatever .their present 
residence atop this step will lead to creation central card index 
geneva allowing subsequent exchange news comma enquiries comma tracing 
comma identification comma regrouping families stop icrc obliged if 
would a.dvisL- ooonvs·~ wh~<...hor can co·:mt yO"J.r support int>rdor obtnib. 
with assistance appropriate authorities all necessary personal data 
required concerning refugees 0ffered asylum your country as per 
instructions which will receive near future unquote, 

tc the national Red Cross Societies in the following countries: 

Australia 
Belgium 
Canada 
Denmark 
France 
Germany 
Ireland 
Italy 

Luxemburg 
Netherlands 
New Zealand 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
United Kingdom 
United States 
Yugoslavia 

which have al.ready offered temporary or permanent asylum or are about to do so. 

Subsequently, a similar cable will be sent to national Societies in those 
countries, more especially overseas, who have offered to resettle refugees as and 
when the International Committee is informed of the departure of refugees to these 
oountries. 

The Red Cross Societies in Australia, Belgium, Canada, France, Germany, Ireland, 
Italy, Luxemburg and Switzerland have already replied favourably and have welcomed 
the International Committee's initiative in this field. 

All necessary instructions have been given in writing to these national 
Societies as to the fashion in which individual index cards should be filled out und 
the subsequent use to be made of them. The International Committee has 
particularly drawn national Societies' attention to the fact that no refugee's 
address will be communicated by the International Committee without the refugee 
having previously been consulted and having given his permission. National Societies 
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have been invited by the International Committee to inform refugees of the above. 

In Austria, Mr. E.L. Jaquet, an expert from the International Committee's 
Central Information Agency, who was detached from Geneva to take part in meetings , 
arranged by Mr. Lauda, the President of the Austrian Red Cross Society, with a view 
to Olt'ganising this registration in that country, met with complete understanding 
and approval of the problem on the part of all authorities and organizations 
concerned, All useful and necessary steps have now been taken for the registration 
of all refugees on Austrian soil, this with the assistance of the Austrian Red Cross 
and the appropriate authorities in that country, as well as the organisations 
competent and responsible for the administration of refugee reception centres, camps, 
convoys, etc. 

The International Conmuttee has drawn up and printed an individual index card 
which has already been distributed to national Red Cross Societies and appropriate 
authorities in Austria as well as in all countries of asylum which have already 
received or will shortly be receiving refugees, In Austria itself, a proclamation 
inviting refugees to announce themselves is being posted up in all reception centres, 
in camps, in ICEM offices, Town and Parish Halls, etc. In order to accelerate the 
setting up in Geneva of the central ,card index file planned, the Internntional 
Committee has accepted and will be happy to receive all existing lists or forms 
already drawn up by the Austrian authorities and other agencies concerned. The 
Central Agency of the International Committee in Geneva will then transcribe the 
information contained therein on the individual index cards for filing and future 
reference. 

The International Committee is also collaborating with the Austrian Red Cross 
Society in order to enable refugees who have already left Hungary to ascertain 
whether other members of their family have also sought asylum abroad and where. 
A stook of Central Agency formulars has already been handed to the Austrian Red Cross 
Society which will reply directly if in a position to do so and, if not, will send 
these enquiry forms to the Central Agency in Geneva for subsequent action. 

4 December 1956 
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC CHARITIES 

4 December 1956 

1. The ~peration ''Welcome" of Caritas in Austria began on 8 November 1956. 
All the lodgings ma.de available by Caritas are now occupied by refugees, and 2,000 
persons are taken care of by the Organization at present, Volunteers visit the 
refugees lodged in villages. The majority of the refugees belong to large 
families, a member of which has often remained in Hungary. Since 12 November 
1956, in co-operation with the NCWC and the International Red Cross, a registration 
service has been set up as well ·as a consultati r:-n service for these who desire t~ 
be resettled in other countries. 

2, In order to empty the camps the Austrian Ministry cf the Interier has offered 
finanoi~l help to Caritas on condition that all the dioceses in the country work 
t~ether to enlarge the welcome programme and assist and place 6,000 refugees in 
pensions and religious institutions. This enlarged programme has already begun, 

3. The various national sections of Caritas Internationalis have collected 
considerable funds, an impcrtant part of which has already been sent to Caritas 
Vienna for immediate help to refugees. 

4. Caritas Switzerland has now collected more than 1,000,000 Swiss francs and 
food to the value of 660,000 Swiss francs. Geneva alone has contributed 60,000 
Swiss francs and three railway trucks of food and clothing. 

5. Caritas Catholique has established in various reception centres in Austria a 
qualified staff which works in collaboration with tho Austrian Red Cross and the 
CCIC to welcome and give guidance to the incoming refugees. 

4 December 1956 
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Report on Joint YMCA and YWCA Work with Hungarian Refugees 

Development of the YMC.A!YWCA Programme 

By agreement with the UNHCR and the Austrian Government we have organized 
or will shortly initiate the following programme~ 

Erection of 5 - 6 barraeks to serve as community centres in the 
camps where they are most urgently needed. 

- Appointment of secretaries to be responsible for a comprehensive 
progTamme in these YMCA/YWCA centres, as well as in the camp areas. 

- Appointment of 6 additional regional secretaries who will be 
responsible for developing the work for Hungarians in the various 
provinces of Austria. They will be associates of the existing 
regional secretaries whose responsibilities include the on-going 
work with all refugees. 

Appointment of Hungarian-speaking workers in approximately 20 
camps where we have rooms or other space, but not large community 
centres. 

- Providing each YMCA/TIJCA community centre or room in each camp with 
the following basic equipment - Tables, Chairs, Bookshelf, Books, 
Magazines, Radio, Sewing Machine, Typewriter, Blackboard, Table 
Tennis equipment, Indoor Games, Writing material. 

- Appointment of a secretary to be responsible for an extensive 
progTamme in the special camp where over 2,000 Hungarian soldiers 
are interned under the Geneva Conventions. 

- Printing and distribution of 30,000 Hungarian- German phrase books 
and 10,000 Hungarian- English phrase books. 

- Organization of German language classes for those staying in 
Austria, and English classes for those who will migrate to 
English- speaking countri es . 

- Collaboration with pastors and priests in distributing Hungarian­
language bibles and religious r eading matter. 

- Distribution of sports material, knitting equipment and wool, 
writing paper , books and magazines etc. to all camps. 
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Decision taken by the Executive of the Standing Committee for Work with 
Refugees and Migrants 

Meeting on November 24th under the chairmanship of Mr. Henri Johannot, the 
Executive Committee devoted a major part of its time to the work for Hungarian 
Refugees in Austria. It completely endorsed the plans developed by the staff 
and authorized continuation within the limits of special funds being raised. 
To accomplish these plans it will be necessary to raise a further $3(),000 in 
addition to grants already received. 

National Movements continue to respopd generously 

Since publishing the last bulletin (No. 3) many replies have been received 
to the appeal for special support from National YMCA and YWCA movements:-

Barbados~ YMCA has sent £10.o.o. 

The YMCAs of the United States and Canada have allocated $10,000 and 
are requesting local associations to give special contributions. The 
first response to this appeal comes from Edmonton, Canada, which has 
given $500. 

The German YMCA has made available two of its own refugee work secretaries 
to serve on the World's YMCA/TwCA refugee services staff in Austria. 

The Swis•s YMCAs and YWCAs have guaranteed S.Fr. 25,000 for the purchase 
and equipment of the first barraok, erection of which has already begun. 
They have also collected much equipment and supplies. 

The World YWCA has made $1,000 e.vailable. 

The YWCA and the YMCA in Finland are going to send a barrack. 

In addition to these contributions for work in Austria news received in 
Geneva indicates that many national movements are taking an active part in 
receiving and accommodating Hungarians in their countries. 

Present Needs 

The most urgent need is for money. Most supplies and equipment can be 
bought for a reasonable price in Austria. They are needed immediately, so 
that shipping things from distant countries may take too long. 

It has been suggested to us that many YMCAs and YWCAs have worked hard to 
raise money for national funds in favour of the refugees from Hungary, Now 
that the special YMCA/YWCA programme in Austria is developing so rapidly it may 
be possible for you to get appropriations from your national funds towards our 
work. Please advise us of any results in this direction. 

We are still short of Hungarian language reading material. 

30 November 1956. 
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REPORT ON JOINT YMCA!YWCA WORK WITH HUNGARIAN REFUGEES 

YMCA/yWCA Services 

The World YMCA/YWCA Field Secretaries are giving services in almost all 
installations in Western Austria equipping barracks or other facilities to be 
used for recreational, cultural, educational and spiritual activities, organizing 
German language classes, giving information and interpreting services and 
distributing supplies available. 

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees in Austria has requested the World 
YMCA/YWCA to extend their services also to the r ,)ce:ption camps in the Vienna 
area. The first barrack, a gift of the Swiss YMCA and the Swiss YWCA, bought in 
Austria, is just now being erected in Traiskirchen , the ~iggest reception camp, 
with about 10,000 refugeeso Ordinary capacity of camp 1,000! . A mobile cinema 
outfit will give performances in all inst allations in this area. 

The World YMCA/YWCA have been given special responsibility by the Austrian 
Ministry of Defence to work with the group of military internees in one of the 
camps in the Salzburg area. This work is to be looked upon as a continuation 
of the traditional services for internees included under the War Prisoners' Aid 
during previous wars. The group consists of about 2,000 people. 

Another special group being given services by the World YMCA/YWCA is the 
group of about 200 students and professors from the Odenburg University in Hungary 
which crossed the border as a unit and which is now staying in an installation not 
far from Salzburg. Miss Pole, in close contact with the World University Service, 
is carrying personal responsibility for this centre. 

In co~operation with Mr. Bednarek Miss Pole is co- ordinating the Programme 
and Field work of our joint services in the western part of Austria for the 
Hungarian refugees. 

Urgent Needs 

At the meeting of the Executive Committee of the Standing Committee for work 
with refugees and migr ants of the World Alliance of YMCAs, at which representatives 
of the World YWCA took part as well , plans for further action were drawn up and 
approved. It was clearly stated that our services in Austria are a truly joint 
YMCA/YWCA undertaking with shared responsibility as far as securing of personnel, 
supplies, equipment and money goes . 
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Our most urgent need is the following i-

5- 6 pre- fabricated barracks 
containing one hall for 
about 100- 150 people, small 
office space, small store 
room, and room for classes 

30 radios 
20 sewing machines 
20 typewriters 
50,000 pencils 
100,000 writing pads 

100,000 copy books 
Wool (unlimited a.mount) 
Sewing material 
10,000 childrens' toys 
Illustrated magazines 
Hungarian literature, religious 

as well as cultural 
400 musical instruments 
250 pairs of sportsshoes 
200 footballs 

As the programme material mentioned is needed immediately, the YMCA and YWCA 
of Switzerland, from where transportation can be easily arranged, have promised to 
try to secure as much as possible. Many of these items can be bought in Austria 
if money is available. 

National movements of YMCAs and YWCAs have most generously responded to the 
appeal sent out from the Headquarters of our two World Movements. Each day a 
number of letters are received with news of collections, joint or separate, 
already under way and in many instances of promises of fixed sums t~warda speci!ic 
items. Thus one movement is giving a grant of $10,000; another movement is 
offering to receive 50 children for a period of 6 months ; other movements have 
promised to secure barracks or money contributions towards cost of barracks and 
barrack equipment. Two movements have officially been asked to take certain 
responsibility for receiving and caring for Hungarian refugees on arrival in their 
country. · 

We know that in many countries National Funds have been raised for aid to 
Hungarian refugees. It might be possible that your Association, preferably 
jointly with the YMCA, could approach any such Fund for money for the work for 
which the World YMCA/YWCA is responsible in Austria. 

A number of individuals and firms are often only too willing to help in a 
situation like this and would, if they are asked to help, welcome this as the 
opportunity they are looking for. 

28 November 1956. 
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WORLD FEDERATION OF UNITED NATIONS ASS0CIATI9NS 

Aid for Refugees from Hungary: 

The World Federation of United Nations Associations is not essentially a 
fund-raising, relief or refugee organization. Nevertheless, the Federation has 
always been an active supporter of the work of the International Refugee 
Organization and subsequently of the Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees. 
In this critical time, we wish to do everything possible within our capacity to 
assist with the progr8lllllle for Hungarian refugees. 

I am pleased to report to you that the British United Nations Association, 
one of our most active members, has already raised £15,000 for aid to refugees, 
and its campaign is continuing. The Austrian United Nations Association is 
appealing to other Associations to call on Hungaria.~ immigrants to their countries 
to help make more places available for r esettlement. 

We are also approaching the Co=J:'di 11ating Committee for I nternational Rel:. ~= 
of Hungarian Students and World University Service to offer a very limited number 
of places at the Masaryk Student Centre here in Geneva to Hungarian refugee 
students coming to study in Geneva. This Centre was founded by WFUNA in honou...­
of Jan Masaryk, our first President, and such refuge seems a fitting tribute to 
him. 

For the most part, however, the Federation and its Member Associations are 
not experienced in the fund- raising and refugee field, and we have suggested that, 
rather than to initiate independent fund- drives, our Members might co- operate wit~ 
other NGO's that are better equipped for this purpose, by publicizing such fund 
appeals and emphasizing that they are s.:n i ::1po::-to...-it way to support the United 
Nations at this time. We have also suggested to our Member Associations that 
they urge their governments to provide more places for refugees. 

4 December 1956 
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A WHO team oonsisting of an epidemiologist, a sanitary engineer and a mental 
health expert, proceeded to Vienna on 18 November 1956. The team will return on 
5 December and a full report will be expected shortly after that date. We have, 
however, received an interim report dated 26 November, as follows~ 

"Medical services are the responsibility of the local health authorities 
of the Lltnder - most of the work being done on a part time basis by local 
practitioners, and in few cases by volunteers. The only preventive measure 
which seems to be applied systematically in the camps, is DDT dusting against 
body lice - and quite large number of refugees never even come to a camp. 
Otherwise the services are mainly of therapeutical character. 

"Notwithstanding the deficiencies of such a situation, the health level 
8Jl'long refugees is high, and no cases of epidemic di~eases have been reported 
so far. This can be probably attributed to the age composition of the 
refugee population, mainly young men in the 18 to 40 age groups, and to the 
natural selection due to the difficulties involved in reaching and crossing 
the border. It is however of the greatest importance to correct and avoid 
the overcrowding now being experienced in some Austrian provinces, particularly 
Burgenland and Lower Austria, under sometimes very primitive shelter and 
hygienic conditions. The standing request by the Austrian Government for 
rapid and total evacuation of the refugees to other European countries 
appears fully justified~ even from a public h8alth point of view, permitting 
much better control measures among the refugees than can, now be afforded by 
the local health authorities. 

"From a mental health point of view, i t i s clear that many of the 
refugees are in a state of shock, shown by undue quietness, inactivity and 
even depressiono This condition, ~~·hich shou_ld be regarded as a mass 
phenomenon, appears to manif est itself some hours after crossing the border. 
The difference between groups of r efugees at the border itself and the same 
groups at the early staging point is r emarkable. Furthermore, we have 
noted a considerable difference in this conditi on between one group and 
another, and assume that this differ ence is somehow relat ed to the management 
and general psychological atmosphere obtaining in the different camps. 

"We have been informed by the Austrian physicians that many of the 
young people required sedatives and that more serious depressive conditions 
are often manifested in the older persons. The possibility of group 
disturbances relating to frustration and aggression should not be overlooked. 
Already we have heard of a hunger strike in one camp and other manifestations 
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of aggressive behaviour in others. We have advised the appropriate 
authorities of the need to take some steps to mitigate these unfavourable 
mental health trends through the provision of better communication between 
the authorities and the refugees themselves, particularly in the first hours 
of their refugeG status. 

"The team has so far dealt with the following points 1 

designation of opposite members for each international team member; 

visits to the border and to several camps, advice being given on 
some technical problems encountered; 

recognition of the need for definite plans for future emergencies, 
and of the help to be obtained from WHO for their acceptance nationally 
and internationally; 

gathering of information, data and opinions for recommendations re~ 
future emerge.1cies. 

"In respect of the team's further activities, visits to Steyermark and 
* Vienna surrounding camps and extension of contacts locally are being 

envisaged. It should be realized, however, that due to the size of the 
refugee problem, its complexity, the continuous changes in the organizational 
procedures locally and abroad, all information which may have been collected 
in the two weeks of the team's stay in Austria will be only of a sketchy and 
superficial nature = too much so if definite and detailed recommendations 
have to be prepared not only for the Austrian Government, but for all 
European countries, as seems highly desirable since the refugee problem is 
essentially an international problem." 

These visits have since taken place . 

30 November 1956. 
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Responding to the emergency situ8tion brought about by recent events in Hungary, 
WUS has appointed a Field Secretary based in Vienna, and together with the Co-ordinating 
Seoretariat of National Unions of Students (COSEO) and the Austrian National Union of 
Students (Hochschulerschaft) has formed a special Co-ordinating Committee. 

Although it is known that there must be many urgent needs among members of the 
university community in Hungary, ways and means of bringing assistance to them on a 
basis compatible with the fundamental principles of WUS have not yet been found. 
The closest contact is being maintained with the Red Cross and United Nations. 

Although numbers of students have now left Austria going to countries such as, 
Germany, Norway, Britain and France, it is estimcted that there are approximately 
2,500 students still in Austria. Most of these have been registered, and we have 
dossiers giving an account of their academic record. These are being processed as 
rapidly as possible, and already the dossiers of half of them have been registered 
with the missions of countries to which the students wish to emigrate. 

By the end of this week, over 700 students will be accommodated in special hostels 
in or near Vienna. The majority are housed in three hostels operated directly by the 
Co-ordinating Committee. Four small hostels are being operated in collaboration with 
the Austr:ian Catholic Students Association, and one is being operated by the Inter•­
national Rescue Committee, working in collaboration with the Co-ordinating Conunittee • 
.As previously reported, the IRC operation to provide assistance to refugee students is 
closely associated with the efforts of the WUS and the Co-ordinating Committee. In 
the Graz area, contact has been established with six camps and hostels which house 360 
students, and the Co-ordinating Committee has provided supplies and suppl!:l?lleµtary 
grants to help cover perational expenses. In addition, there are, at St. Wolfgang, 
600 students, university teachers and their families from the Odenl;iµrg University at 
Sopron. The 180 students who ar e interned at Sitzenheim, having crossed the frontier 
under arms, have all been r egistered. It is also known that there are 200 students 
in a camp in Irarnten, and that there are estimated to be 200 students who have been 
received singly or in groups by private families. 

News from other countries can be summarised as follows: 

Belgium - It is known that in addition to fund-raising, arrangement~ are now 
being made to receive, at least, 50 students. 

Canada - WUS Canada is co-ordinating scholarship and resettlement offers and 
fund-raising throughout the country. 

Denmark - A total of Sw.Fr.62,500 has already been made available through WUS. 
There are offers to r eceive Hungarian students in Denmark, and other offers to assist 
them pursue their studies in Austria. 

Finland - WUS Finland announces that student efforts sponsored by the National 
Union of Students have now raised approximately Sw. Fr.31 1 500. .This money has been 
transferred to the Finnish Red Cross, and special arrangements are being made for 
relief supplies to be earmarked for Hungarian students and university teachers. 
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France - Funds and operations are being channelled through a special inter­
ministerial committee set up by the Government. Special provision is to be made for 
assistance to Hungarian students. The National Union of Students (UNEF) is transrni tting 
a special contribution of approximately Sw.Fr.6,000 to the Co-ordinating Committee in 
Vienna. The Free Europe University in Exile will receive, for a period of six months, 
200 refugee students in its college at Strasburg. The Int ernational Rescue Committee 
is arranging to receive 100 students near Paris. WUS is arranging to receive 50 
particularly needy students at its rest centre at Combloux in the French Alps. 

Germany - WUS and the German National Union of Students (VDS) sponsored a joint 
national fund-raising appeal, and arrangements are now being made to receive a large 
number of Hungarian students in Germany. Two Volkswagen buses have already been placed 
at the disposal of the Co-ordinating Committee in Vienna, and a third is to follow. 

Gold Coast - The WUS Committee reports that a spontaneous collection raised over 
Sw.Fr.l,300 which has been transmitted through the Lord Mayor of London's .Appeal . 

Great Britain - The National Union of Students organised a special fund-raising 
appeal in collaboration with the WUS Committee which is responsible for the co-ordination 
of operations cone erning members of the Hungarian university cornr.1uni ty. A special 
co-ordinating committee has been established by WUS involving the participation of all 
major university and student bodi es including the Committee of Vice-Chancellors and 
Principals, .Arrangements have ueen made to receive 150 students, some of whom have 
already reached Britain. A special reception hostel has been opened in London. 

Hongkong - The WUS Committee announces a special fund-raising campaign and has 
requested that 10% of any funds which m:,ght be allocated to it by WUS internationally 
should instead be used in assistance to members of the Hungarian community. 

Korea - The WUS Committee reports a special fund-raising campaign. 

Malta - The National Union of Students has raised, and is transmitting approximately 
Sw.Fr.12,000 to the Co-ordinating Committee, and has shipped large supplies of clothing. 

Netherlands - Fund-raising undertaken by the National Union of Students (NSR) and 
the University Asyl Fonds has produced well over Sw. Fr. 270, 000 • Approximately 100 
refugee students have already reached the Netherlands. 

Norway - Norwegian students have raised approximately Sw.Fr.40,000 which have been 
transferred to the Red Cross and the Norwegian Refugee Council, 11 Hungarian students 
have reached, or are on their wc.y to No:!.'way . 

Switzerland - The student bodies of the Swiss universities and the National Union 
have sent relief supplies to the value of Sw.Fr,500,000 into Hungciry. Sw,Fr.200,000 
are already available for the assistance of refugee students, and about 100 refugee 
students a :c-e to be received in Switzerland. 60 of these have already arrived, or are 
on their way from Austria. 

Union of South .Africa - The National Union of Students announces that special fund­
raising for assistance to Hungarian students has been started. 
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Uganda - The WUS Committee at the University College of East Africa reports that 
a special fund-raising campaign has been launched. 

u.s.A. - WUS New York has so fr been able to transmit Sw.Fr.114,500 from its 
nationa1 fund-raising campaign. There are already at least 144 firm scholarship nnd 
resettlement offers. Special arrangements are being made in the United States to 
provide language courses for students on arrival. 

The above information is certainly incomplete, and we shall add to it as further 
news is received in Geneva and Vienna. 

5/XII/56. 
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UNITED NATIONS 

OFFICE OF THE HIGH 
COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES 

NATIONS UNIES 

OFFICE DU HAUT-COMMISSAIRE 
POUR LES RE.FUGIES 

18/2/31 

Telegrammes : HICOMREF 

Telephone 33 10 oo 33 20 oo sa 40 oo 

Palais des Nations 

GENEVE 

23 January 1957 

' 
<;J)t1a V 

:4111A:2r Dear Sirs~ 

I notice in Bulletin No. 3 
(January 1957) that a filmstrip 

on Hungarian refugees is being prepared at presento If there is 

any information you would require from our Office we shall be 

glad to be of assistance. 

Yours faithfully, 

rt/fl 
Stanley J .co Wright 
Special Assistant to 
the High Commissioner 

United Nations Film Board, 
Film Services, 
Department of Public Informationp 
United Nations, J ! 'W , bW ) • )'!11 
NEW YOR.Ko • v 

~ECO~D2 co ~or 
m111co v110"12 
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so 534/31(1) 24 JA, 1·5 24 J nuary 1957 

Dear Pierr , 

I am. sending you herewith copy of a self- expl nator, 

lett r. I ass you will do the nee s ary. 

With kind personal reg rds , 

r . Pirre Obez 
Liaison Officer for· Relief to th 

ungarian People 
United Nation 
Palais des Nations 
Geneva, Switzerland 

Youre sincerely, 

yer Cohen 
xecutiv Dir ctor for 

Rell r to the Hun arian People 

.. 



COPY 

SOA. 325/6/06 23 January 1957 

Dear Mr. Pelt •. ~-,, 

I just recei d your memorandum or 18 January concerning 

the forthcoming meeting of the UNREF Executive Committee in 

Geneva. 

I am glad to know that you will attend the meeting 

personally if ti allows . I would like to add that the 

Office of the Under ecrPtary for Relief ofit,he Hungarian 

People would be grateful if you could also arrange for Mr. Obez 
•'. 

to tollow the proceedings or the Committee a regprds item 9 

on the provisional agenda, "The problem of the refugees 

fro Hungary" . 

Mr. Adrian Pelt 
Director ot the European Office 

of the United ati ons 
Palais des Nation 
Geneva, Switzerland 

Yours sincerely, 

Mehdi Vakil 
Secretary of the Economic 

and Social Council 

.. 
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