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Ladies and Gentlemen,

As you know I have been here in Lusaka to attend the

OAU Summit on this historic occasion. I am delighted to

witness the transformation of the Organization of African

Unity to the African Union.

Earlier today, I issued a statement welcoming the
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Appointment of Mr. Amara Essy as the next OAU Secretary-

General. Mr. Essy is particularly well qualified to lead the

organization during this period of transition. I look forward to

close collaboration with him. I also wish to commend the

outgoing Secretary-General Mr. Salim Ahmed Salim for his

excellent contribution to and dynamic leadership of the OAU

during his tenure.

As I mentioned in my address yesterday, this Summit



will be remembered for launching the African Union, and the

process of setting the continent on a firm path to peace and

development.

Over the past three days, I have also had the opportunity

to discuss with African leaders the need to work together to

resolve the crises and conflicts on the continent and focus on

critical economic and social issues.

While I was here, I also took part in the discussions on

Burundi organized by former South African President Nelson

Mandela who is energetically pursuing the prospects for peace

in that country.

Furthermore, I convened a mini-summit on the

Democratic Republic of the Congo, which brought together

Presidents Joseph Kabila of the DRC and Paul Kagame of

Rwanda. It was a positive meeting and the two leaders agreed

to undertake confidence-building measures with a common

objective of promoting full implementation of the peace accord

signed here in this very city.



Prior to the formal opening of the Summit, I attended

yesterday morning a breakfast meeting convened by Nigerian

President Olusegun Obasanjo on HIV/AIDS with a core group

of African leaders who are determined to keep the momentum

going in the fight against the pandemic. Their resolve to meet

the targets set in the OAU Abuja Declaration as well as the UN

Declaration of Action on HIV/AIDS are a reflection of the

growing commitment by leaders in all societies to defeat the

epidemic.

Finally, I encouraged the active participation of African

leaders in next month's World Conference against Racism,

Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and related Intolerance in

Durban, South Africa, aimed at forging a society free of

racism. Africa has an immense stake in the success of this

Conference.

Thank you and I will now take your questions.



MEETING OF THE AFRICAN LEADERS ON HIV/AIDS TO DISCUSS POST-
ABUJA FOLLOW UP AND ACTIONS

Held on Monday, July 9. 2001 in Lusaka, Zambia (during the OAU Summit)

Present:

President Olushegun Obasanjo, Nigeria. Chairperson of the meeting.
President Daniel Arap Moi, Kenya
President Paul Kagame, Rwanda
President Alpha Koumare, Mali
President Festus Mogae, Botswana
President Yoweri Museveni, Uganda
Prime Minister Meles Zenawi, Ethiopia
Dr. Nkosasana Zuma, Minister of Foreign Affairs, South Africa (representing
President Thabo Mbeki)
H.E. Kofi Annan, Secretary General, United Nations
Dr. Peter Piot, Executive Director, UNAIDS
Mr. Stephen Lewis, UN Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in Africa




