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Dozens Die
At Camps
In Rwanda

Refugees Are Caught
In Gunfire and Panic

By DONATELLALORCH

KIBEHO, Rwanda, April 22 —
Dozens were killed and hundreds
were wounded today when Rwandan
Government forces opened {ire on a
makeshift camp here where tens of
thousands of ethnic Hutu displaced
in the recent civil war had been
moved in the past few days.

There was no f{lrm death toil
Loose estimates were expected to
rise overnight as medical workers
and family members sorted through
the carnage,

It was unclear haw the shooting
began. But the gunfire quickly ignit-
ed panic in the crowded hillside en-
campment, with Hutu militiamen
also firing at Government forces and
at United Nations troops, Australian
medical officers with the United Na-
tions force here saild.

The gun battle began just before
noon and iasted flve hours, with
Rwandan soldlers chasing people
through the fields and into the hills
and shooting them with automatic
weapons. Thousands of Rwandans
{led the site, clogging the muddy
roads toward Gikongoro, the main
town in this southwestern reglon.

The heavy rains and crowds made
it difficult for aid workers to reach

the area by car, and the only access
was hy tinited Natione halicomecs,

........... copics

The shooting here resumed again
at nightfall, with volleys of gunfire
setting off a human flood in all direc-
tions. Shooting also erupted around
United Nations helicopters lifting of{
with the wounded.

“We couldn't get to many of the
wounded because of the gunfire,”
said Capt. Carcl Vaughan-Evans, a

doctor with the Australian Medical
Corps who heilped evacuate about
two dozen seriously wounded Rwan-
dans. "It’s like a chicken shoot. They
go running after them and shoot.
About four soldiers run after one guy
and then shoot him. It's horrible.”

The Rwandan refugees, ail mem-
bers of the Hutu ethnic majority, had
begun gathering on the hillside earli-
er this week after the Government
started closing down camps shelter-
ing more than 150,000 peaple.

The camps were set up last sum-
mer by the French military as part
of -a safe area for Hutu fleeing an
advancing rebel Tutsi army. Human
rights and United Nations officials
say many of those Huiu were in-
volved in the ethnic massacres last
year that left half a milllon Rwan-
dans, mostly Tutsi, dead.

Since last summer the majority of
the Hutu have refused to leave the
camps, saying that they feared re-
prisals from Government soldiers.
The Government countered that the
camps were a destablifzing force
because they were home to thou-
sands of armed Hutu miiitiamen.

Rwanda's Government and army
have been dominated by ethnic Tutsi
since a Tutsi-led rebel front won the
civil war last July.

‘When the Tutsi rebels took power
last year and {formed & new Govern-
ment, they initially agreed to work
with the United Nations to persuade
the Hutu to leave the camps and
return home. But they also warned
that they would close down the
camps i the Hutu did not comply.

The United Natlons tried to get the
Hutu to return home by promising
them armed escorts and food sup-
plies. When that operation failed last
month, the Rwandan miiitary said
eviction was the only answer, and
the forced exodus began.

Tens of thousands of Hutu have
already begun the march back in.
iheir homes, and (the Mus arouna
Kibeho are mostly empty, with noth-
ing but skeletons of thatched huts,
many of them burned out by the
soldiers. B

For those who remained, the situa-
tion grew tenser by the day. On

. Friday, for example, about 50,000

were huddled shoulder to shoulder
on a hiil here, guarded by Rwandan
Tutsi soldiers. There has been little
clean water, hardly any food and no
shelter from the rain.

United Nations officials said they
belteved many of those who were
refusing to leave Kibeho were in-
volved in the'massacres iast year.

There were several attacks within
the camp itself on Friday night, and
medicai officers safd that they had
treated scores of Hutu for machete
wounds,
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ast refuge for | wandans

THE Kibeho camp, straddling
five lush hills in Southern
-BRwanda, was seen as the last
- refuge for those fleeing last year’s
genocidal massacres.

"' ¥While much of a panic-stricken
popuhﬁon sought to escape by
" crossing into neighbouring Zaire,

vit was the Kibeho camp which
iheécame a sanctuary for those
. remaining in Rwanda.

!» Lured by its fame as the site
where children once claimed to

-+ have seen a vision of the Virgin

(*Mary, more than 100,000 people
‘flocked to Kibeho, 150km south of
the capital Kigali after the kill-
-ings, making it the largest camp

_in the country.

... fThe small church mission occu-
- pying the site was quickly over-

' whelmed as mainly Hutu Rwan-
dans smothered the hillsides with
-tnakeshift huts, relying for their

~.sarvival on weekly food deliveries

‘ by international aid agencies.

~ For almost six months follow-
~ing the massacres, those Rwan-

dans at the Kibeho camp enjoyed
‘relative peace compared to their

fellow refugees.

Although the camp was
‘trowded and filthy, it did not
*saffer'-the horrific cholera epi-
‘demics which afflicted the larger
‘refugee camps in Zaire.

Food deliveries were also rela-
“tively plentiful and regular.

" As a result, few of those in
‘Kibeho chose to return to their
-homes, fearing they would be
“kilied by the Tutsided Rwandan
Patriotic Army which had toppled

By
CAMERON
STEWART

the previous Hutu Government.

But by late last year, the new
Tutsi Government was beginning
to lose patience with those in the
camps who refused to return
home.

They claimed that many of
those taking refuge in the camps
were members of the Hutu Inter-
hamwe who were the driving
force behind the massacre last
year of up to a million Rwandans.

The RPA feared that in Kibeho

the Interhamwe :were -not only -

hiding from justice but were
using the camp to regroup, rearm
and plan future attacks on the
RPA.

When the Rwandan Govern-
ment late last year threatened to
forcibly close the camp, the Uni-
ted Nations feared a major
humanitarian disaster.

The UN managed to avert the
forcible closure of Kibeho and
other camps within Rwanda only
by launching a massive operation
in December to convince the refu-
gees to return home.

Dubbed Operation Retour, it
sought to return 2.4 million dis-
placed Rwandans peacefully to
their homes — the largest move-
ment of people ever attempted by
the UN.

It sought to do this by offering

free transport and food to those |
who chose to return. The UN also
conducted a major propaganda
campaign, using leaflets and loud-
speakers, to convince © sceptical
camp members thatit was safe to
return home.

However, the Infterhamwe
effectively , countered  this by
spreading’ rumours that those
who returned would be killed.

They created such a climate of §
fear in Kibeho that the number of
people in the camp swelled, rather
than fell in recent months as |
refugees from other camps came |
to Kibeho.

When The Australian visited
Kibeho in January, the 103 people
who registered to leave the camp
that day were women without |
‘baggage who chose to accept UN |
transport only as far as the |
nearby town of Butare to do their |
shopping. i

By early this month the situ- |}
ation was becoming increasingly |:
tense for the UN. It was being |’
pressured by the RPA toclose the |;
camp but was unable to convince |:
camp members to leave of their
own free will

It is against this background |
that the RPA last week lost
patience with the UN and took
matters into its own hands in
order to close the camp.

The danger now is that, by
forcing the refugees in Kibeho
back home, the revenge killings
which have long been feared in
Rwanda will now occur, sparking
a new cycle of murder.
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Australian medics caught
in Rwandan camp horror

By TONY WRIGHT
Pelidal Correspondent

Almost S0 Australian doctars,
nurses and soldiers were forced to
take sheleer in & byt in the middle
of a stampeding crowd of tens of
thousands of ﬁwanda:rs as sols
diers npened fire at the weekend,
Killing more thao 4,000,

The shocked and weary Aust-
ralians were returning yesterday
from southern Rwandz tu the
capital, Kigali, barding through
steegms ol relugees fleeing this
latest borrer and searching for
new saucru:ry.

They were being veplaced at
the scene of the kitlings by other
membets of the 301-strong Medi-
cat Support Force attached to the
Ugited Nations Assistance Mis-
sion in Rwanda (UNAMIR).

A member of the Aystralizn
force {n Rwanda, Majer Peter
Seaman, rold yesterday how his
colleagues found themseives in
the centre of the worst massacre
in the country since up 16 a
millicn Rwandans died in musy
killings a year ago.

None of the Australians had

been injured but shots had hit the
hut in which they were sheltering
as Rwandag. Puatrictic Army
(RPA) soldiers fired indiscrimi-
natelv into the massive crowd af
refugees in Kibeho.

The Australfans tater spoke of
hearing shooting continuing for
hours 25 panicked refugeés tried
to escape machete-wielding hard.
lirers and pun-toting and gre-
nade-throwiag soldiers.

The Australizo soldiers and g
bartalion of Zambian soldiers
anached (y UNAMIR at the camp
were ynable to intervene tg try to
protect tha refugees — under UN
ruies, the 100 Australian riflemen
are In Rwanda only to protect the
Australian medical tegm. '

An offictul UN statement vester.
day claimed the death toll way
about 2000, but members of zid
groups and others why had been in
the camp dismissed the statementas
# whitewash. Australizn maops had
stopped counting ar 4,000 bodies
according to repoerts yesterday
morning. By yesterday sfterncon
the Australian mikitary was quoting
the UN report without comment.

A number of Aaustralian aid

workers, -in¢luding those CARE
Australia and Médecins Sans
Frontiéres (MSF). were in the
area-last aight. The president of
MSF France, Mr Philippe Biber-
son, said from Paris that his fietd
workers.had reported that tens of
thousands of displaced persons
were wandering the reads with-
vut food aud water, The situation
was clearly desperate. he said,

Major Scaman said an Austra-
lian eontingear of 48 had travelled
to the refugee camp at Kibeha
from Kigali last Thursday after
reports that the RPA had sur-
rounded the camp, forcing about
70.000 refugees onto a hillside.

The RPA's stated plan was to
forcibly repatriate the refugees (o
thelr home communes around the
counlry.

But the acton caused mntense
anxicty amaong the refugees, most of
wham are Hutus, wha fear revenge
from Tutsic for last year's genocide:
The RPA soldiers ure almost all
Tutsis.

Major Seaman said the Austra-
lian force in the ceatre of the
eamp included "12 doctors and

nurses, a protective sroup of 30
infantrymen and six logistics and
commuanicytions CIperts.

But on Saturday the sttuation
yuddenly burtled out of control as
hardcare members of the old
Hutu inilitia began attacking
refugees in the middle of the
crowd with muchelos.

Major Seaman said the Hutu
militia members did not want to he
repatoaied and believed thoy would
be arrested if they were forced to
pass throggh the RPA checkpouts.

Their machete attacks caused
paugic to spread throughont tie
hage crowd, which stunpeded

The RPA soldiers reacted with
semi-automatic rific fire and by
throwing grenades as the rt{'ugccs
burst through their cordon.
Those whu [cll were trampled to
death. :
@ Itwas announced vesterday that
Australia’s  peacckeepers  in
Rwanda had been zwacded the
RSL* 1995 Anzac Peace Pruze for
their outstanding conuribution (¢
the restoratiug of peace in the
strife-torn Central African natofn.
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Transit to terror for Hutu massacre survivors

JGALT

ERRIFIED Hutu survivors from
yuthern Rwanda’s camp massacre
uddied in a sports stadium
ssterday, waiting (o be herded on 1o
ucks by Tutsi soldiers and sent
ame 10 an uncertain future

On Sunday, UN mulitary and
rvilian spokesmen said between
000 and BOOO Hutu refugees were
iled at Kibeho on Saturday.

But an unsigned statement by the

face

despair

"HE numbers are mindbogghng.
he sceaes incomprehensibie

Perhaps as many as 8000 peopie
— man of them women and child-
¢n — massacred 1n a ternble blood-
sath

Tens of thousands more tlecymg
o1 therr hives some  force
narched at gunpoint along a wind

ng. ad where for kilometre
ler pire there s nedhicr foud
01 wa and Iittie pratechion from

he hot african sun

o massacre at KNibceho hac
wer w cards for months —
Loy Lm the day. Tast yvear, when
arees of the minonty Tuis: inbe
all willowy cattle-pwners) won
wower from the majonts Hutu
squat  square-faced. cubtnalors of
he land}

When towas in Kibeho the apne
sl impendmg doom were there

fn the camp — one of the bigg
1 oup alter st year's shat warfare
nowhich upwiards of a nullion e
e were slaughlered — were maore
e 100.000 peoplie, all Huty

NMany of the men were suspecied
s beng members of the Inwera
pamwe secret Hutu mubima responss
e for muck of last vear's shrupbter

The Tutst-domitnated Gaovern
neat was preaccupied by Kibeho
nd wanted the refugees o go hons
aving they had pothing to fer
that 1t mcant business

Io show

e Government deploved o Tuse
aldicrs on the penmctes ot
it cant,

Hut these soldwers are b sty

he Rwands Patnatie fooane e
i) raned, ngger happy dee
Chase onhy clan o authanT
Sussran-made Katashmboy o,
e and g loathing of ail Mo

N olhicrals swere deepiy wa
Phey ined 1o pensuade the et

vleay the vamp o leaeny

RN domove onoan ¢

veonake wosort o) et

s o taken place
Contronersiadlv LN e e e

Coatnndod mose ot e ! ‘

e ot
eonees fo stop supphuie |
sobehio They arpued thae g
! Loantitinnd

Lo supnh

Rwandan
refugees

UN Assistance Mission for Rwanda
said another count showed only 2000
died.

This figure was not accepted by
many aid workers in Rwanda nor
apparently by sentor figures in the
UN operation.

Rwanda's Government, saying
only 300 died. contended that Hutu
mihttamen in Kibeho camp fired on
army forces and used civilians as
human shields during an operation (o
close camps which held 250,000

new

O Thousands of people
are dead after yet another
horrifying massacre in the
central African nation of

people who had been displaced last

year )
The Tutsi troops had responded by
using mortars and machineguns,

which mowed down crowds and
forced stampedes

About 5000 Hutus were in the
sports stadium n Butare, 80km

south of the capital, Kigali, carly
yesterday. Some had gunshot wounds
apparcently sustatned in Saturday's
massacre

Hundreds of soldiers were on the
streets of Butare and about 50 stood

guard over the Hutus at the stadium
— the holding ground used for Tutsis
during the massacres by Hutu
hardhiners a year ago.

One soldter invited journalists to
ask the Hutus as many quesuions as
they liked but the Hutus were 100
ternfied to speak.

“1t 1s evident that most of them
are friphtened and very uncertain
about where they are going.” satd one
ard worker, also too scared to give his
name or organisatton,

The army and offictals of the
Rehabilitation  Ministry  have
separated about 5000 Hutus from the
crowd in Butare stadium, packed
them 1n trucks and sent them back to
their home communes or distnets

VWhat their reception will be n
villages haunted by last year's
massacres of up (0 a million Tutsis
and modcrate Hutus by hardiiners of
the ousied Hutu government 1s
unclear,

Rwanda.

0 BRUCE LOUDON, who
was in the Kibeho refugee
camp just a few weeks
ago, reports on the
collapse of hopes for
peace.

That. alas s what has happened
The arms's Tutsr thugs hase finally
given vent o thar frusirations and
racial malhice

A so-catted breakout tram KNibeho
resutted i them using rocket pro
pdled grenades and sutomau gen
fire o cut down thousands of Hutu

Others died 1n the stampede that
tollowed
Now the Tuta have got ther wan

Kiheho s largebs deserted

Manv of the survivors are teing
force-marched to Bulare the provin-
cat capual. though there 1o noihing
for them there (hers have Nled mio
the surraunding llls bui there s
sotung for them there enther

fhe massacre represents & chathng
mdictment of the Government
+o— g Government that \usiig

1 othery cout
coctvihiee 100 sustae
RITRE TR IR ST T
neatiermath ot geroodd

el

Paat the o of wha Dapponed o
e weckend s omon
e thas Kibcho
soares of refugec caps watae the
countey gnd dlong s bordery w
Aaneand Tanzania

wodespread

noonte orie ot

e

[SIIRANEN

women and chthdien o
it af ghes
sl he shaughtered
ey a0c

NMen
carps e
ther homes the
Alter Kbeha wihin s o san
wrong'

rowddl bea mvracle o there are e
Fobchos
anosot ddovap dos e more campy

Yot maddenmpls
4oy fue
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UN workers carry a refugee past the abando

Ministers accused of
camp attack plan

N vront Mk on

the
cacefully planned

oY

o ]

prize for
Diggers
team

( ANBERRA

VUSNTRATEY N

& Butare -
About BO.0OO
sunavors fleeng
from Kiveho

i Kibeho

camp was g

act

R UNDON B i euhe e o minnters wre con- | gen g eberes
i Laire dccased Tutoled  Ggered the strongmen of the | Awandan
Kugalo qutharioes of plan 10t Government which 1 rofugeas g
ming the Rbeho camp ous gominated by (he Tutsa led | woee killed
Saure Ruwanduan Patraae Frong

Phe  danembly for the The esile party necused
Rerurn wf Demacracy o Cepnng officials ol the TN
Rovanda blamed Rwandst N ooon in Reoanda and non
Defonce  Mimisroe Paul gosvenmental orgsimsstions
Ragamc and Jacques o G v 1o simimise the

gara.
o

Manister af 0 Wogr

soale of dire Rabehn tragedy

ned belongings of fleeing

Refugee terror

P
¥

Hutus

E
“ Dhgges
Lganda Australior o e
i Ko andy
[ E raditi e
- | U
Rwanda;“ Thowe hadoe
*oKigatl' | ioree AMieoaver
s oo 1 Lo e e, .
|
|
I
Burund! !
|
I
n o .




THou SAnDS,

NEST AUST

Vie IN wNew CAmMP Hoegpg.,

’ 1

KIGALI

MORE than 8000 people
died when Rwandan
troops opened fire in a
crowded refugee camp at.
the weekend.

Twelve Australians were
the only United Nations
medical staff on hand to care
for the survivors of the mas-
sacre at the sprawling Kibeho
camp in the south west of the
central African nation.

“The Australians are
totally overwhelmed by the
numbers of dead and seri-
ously injured,” Major Peter
Seaman,. a spokesman for the
Australian medical team,
said.

The camp had housed
80,000 mainly Hutu refugees
but last night only the dead,
650 wounded and 250 child-
ren remained.

The killings started before
dawn on Saturday when
groups of Hutus in the
squalid camp attacked each
other with machetes over fac-
tional disputes.

The gunfire began at noon
when rain fell and a mass of
Hutus began to move.

Troops fired into the
frightened crowd for an hour.

Others died as the crowd
stampeded to escape the
gunfire.

Major Mark MacKay of
the Integrated Operations
Centre, which coordinates
UN relief operations in
Rwanda, said last night: “The
death toll 1s now about 8000,
based on a search by the UN
Zambian troops and the Aus-
tralian medical team.”

Bulldozers were sent in o
dig mass graves.

Major Seaman said he
believed grenades and mortar
bombs were used in the
slaughter

Witnesses said most of the
Hutu men, women and child-
ren were kitled by the Tutsi-
dommnated Rwanda Patriotic
Army - Bloody Hutu-Tutst
rivalry was behind the civil
war that tore Rwanda apart.
fled
was
tali

workers  who
Kibcho camp said 1t
uncertain of an exact
would ever be known,
UIN officials and journal-
18t saw thousands of men.
women and children break

Ard
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through an army cordon and

... flee down hillsides pursued

by troops firing indiscrimi-
nately. Y

The UN High Commis-
sioner for Refugees, said the
tens of thousands of Hutus
who fled the camp were
streaming towards the
southern town of Butare
where 10,000 were already
packed into a former school
and 20,000 were crammed
Into a sports stadium.

The medical charity Mede-
cins Sans Frontieres said
Rwandan troops had sent
tens of thousands of massacre
survivors on a forced match

Dozens of people had
dropped from exhaustion on
the 20km march to Butare.
Most had been without food
or water for five days.

“Qur teams accompanying
the displaced say many have
been beaten by the local pop-
ulation,” the group said.

The killing was the most
savage since the RPA won
power last year to end three
months of civil war and
genocide by Hutu troops and
militiamen. o

The government.,army
moved 1n tast Tuesday to
close nine camps in the
south-west of the country and
force 250,000 Hutus back to
their homes. The Govern-
ment accused Hutu hardh-
ners of using the camps as
strongholds.

But many of the Hutus
feared they would be killed 1n
revenge for last vear's geno-
cide of up 10 one million Tut-
sis and Hutu moderates.

Major Seaman said no
member of the Australian
team had been hurt

The team had been sent to

Kibeho last  week after
clashes o which 11 people
died

Major Scaman said RPA
troops surrounded Kibeho
camp on Tuesday and herded
the 80.0X0 residents into one
central arca.

" T'here were thousands and
thousands of people. jam-
pached 1nto one arca about
Lakm by S00m.™ he said.

Weltare agency CARE Aus-
traha sard 1t would send med-

weal sttt ro the massacre
camp

@ Catastrophe fears,
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Jeath camp was seen as
ast refuge for Rwandans

HE Kibeho camp, straddling
> lush hills in Southern
vanda, was seen as the last
fuge for those fleeing last year’s
enocidal massacres.

While much of a panic-stricken
populafion sought to escape by
crossing into neighbouring Zaire,
it was the Kibeho camp which

"became a sanctuary for those

remaining in Rwanda.

Lured by its fame as the site
where children once claimed to
have seen a vision of the Virgin
Mary, more than 100,000 people
flocked to Kibeho, 150km south of
the capital Kigali after the kill-
ings, making it the largest camp
in the country.

The small church mission occu-
pying the site was guickly over-
whelmed as mainly [{utu Rwan-
dans smothered the hillsides with
makeshift huts relying for their
survival on weekly food deliveries
by international aid agencies.

For almaost six months follow-
ing the massacres, those Rwan-
dans at the Kibehocamp enjoyed
relative peace compared to their
fellow refugees.

Ailthough the camp was
crowded and filthy, it did not
suffer the horrific cholera epi-
demics which afflicted the larger
refugee camps in Zaire.

Food deliveries were also rela-
tively plentiful and _egular.

As a resull, few of those in
Kibeho chose to return to their
homes, fearing they would be
killed by the Tutsi-ted Rwandan
Patriotic Army which had toppled

By
CAMERON
STEWART

the previous Hutu Government.

But by late last year, the new
Tutsi Government was beginning
to lose patience with those in the
camps who refused to return
home.

They claimed that many of
those taking refuge in the camps
were members of the Hutu Inter-
hamwe who were the driving
force behind the massacre last
year of up to a million Rwandans.

The RPA feared that in Kibeho
the Interhamwe were not only
hiding from justice but were
using the camp to regroup, rearm
and plan future attacks on thc
RPA.

When the Rwandan Govern-
ment late last year threatened to
forcibly close the camp, the Uni-
ted Nations feared a major
humanitarian disaster.

The UN managed to avert the
forcible closure of Xibeho and
other camps within Rwanda only
by launching a massive operation
in December to convince the refu-
gees to return home.

Dubbed Operation Rectour, it
sought to return 2.4 million dis-
placed Rwandans peacefully to
their homes — the largest move-
ment of people ever attempted hy
the UN.

It sought to do this by offering

free transport and food to those
who chose to return. The UN also

_copducted a major propaganda

campaign, using leafiets and loud-
speakers, to convince sceptical
camp members that it was safe to
return home.

IHowever, the Interhamwe
effectively countered this by
spreading rumours that those
who returned would be killed.

They created such a climate of
fearin Kibeho that the number of
people in the camp swelled, rather
than fell in recent months as
refugees from other camps came
to Kibeho.

When The Australian visited
Kibeho in January, the 103 people
who registered to leave the camp
that day were women without
baggage who chose to accept UN
transport only as far as the
nearby town of Butare to do their
shopping.

By early this month the situ-
ation was becoming increasingly
tense for the UN. It was being
pressured by the RPA to close the
camp but was unable to convince
camp members to leave of their
own free will.

It is against this background
that the RPA last week lost
patience with the UN and took
matters into its own hands in
order to .ose the camp.

The danger now is that, by
forcing the roiugees in Kibeho
back home. the revenge killings
which have long been feared in

Rvanda vwill now oeccur, sparking -

a new cycle ol murder.
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UN helple

ONCE again the world community has
stood by helplessly as a nightmare of
bloodlust has become an everyday
reality in—the shattered nation of
Rwanda. =,

With a-teturn to the savagery that
has- become a tragic mark of the
divided country, thousands of people in
the Kibeho refugee camp have been
massacred by Rwandan soldiers in the
latest eruption of tribal hostilities. A
small contingent of United Nations
troops could not stop the killings by
about 2000 Rwandan soldiers using
automatic gunfire and rocket-propelled
grenades. _

Estimates of ‘the death toll range
from 2000 to 8000. More than 100,000
refugéés from the country’s civil war
have béen driven from the camp by the
soldjers "into a countryside that offers.
them™ little-food or protection froni

her-attack.

Theicatastrophe has been expected
for weeks. ’

The Tutsi-led .government made no
secret of wanting.to send home the
Hutu refugees in the camp. Tensions
have been at explosion point between
the groups since last year’s civil war, in
which the Hutus were blamed for
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hundreds of thousands of deaths,
mostly of Tutsis.

The government built up the pressure
by deploying its troops on the
perimeter of the camp.

UN officials feared a massacre but
but were powerless to prevent it. They
even resorted to discouraging the major
relief agencies from sending food to
Kibeho so that the Hutus would leave
and a bloodbath would be avoided.

While humanitarian groups do what *

they can to relieve the appalling
suffering and distress of survivors of
the tribal terror campaigns, the UN has
»been again revealed to be impotent in
.7 the face of an impending atrocity that
has added to the demand for
international relief.

After its failures to prevent senseless
bloodshed in Bosnia, Somalia and
Rwanda — where it showed an
apparent reluctance to act during the
terrible months of genocide last year —
the UN is increasingly under question
as a supposed international
peacekeeper.

‘protect the

in Rwanda atrocity

Although no one would dispute the
difficulty of trying to keep warring
tribes with a history of mutua
grievances from exacting blood:
revenge, 1t has become clear that the
UN’s present peacekeeping strategic:
have had little effect in Rwanda.

The UN will become an effectiv.
instrument of peace only when membe
nations show the will and the
resourcefulness to prevent bloodbaths
wherever they are threatened.

Fifty years after the horrors of Worl
War 11 the international community
still has not devised ways in which t
innocent from ethni
Massacres.

It is clear that the world communit:
does not have sufficiently stron:
sanctions to hold over the heads o
leaders who embark on lunati
campaigns of destruction. Members o
the UN should consider ways in whicl
such leaders can be held to b:
responsible for their actions and thos
of their followers, and are made 1
account for them.

And they should ensure that thos
who are responsible for perpetratin;
crimes against humanity are pursuc.
relentlessly by the world communit
until they are brought to justice.
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Outrage: Rwandans marching to protest against UN and aid agencies carry a blunt message.

Australians caught in aid backlash

AUSTRALIAN troops and aid
workers were under threat
yesterday as hundreds of Rwan-
dans marched in angry protest

| against UN and aid agencies.

The anti-foreigner tirade
reached its height when several
hundred Kigali residents, includ-
ing the interior minister, took to
the streets and marched to the UN
High Commissioner for Refugees

By BUCHIZYA MSETEKA
in Kigali

offices, the Belgian and French
embassies, and a residence for
Australian UN medical staff and
denounced them all.

Some protesters tried to scale
the UNHCR compound fence but
government troops stogped them.
Australian troops took up posi-

tions at their residence but the
crowd left peacefully. The or-
ganisations attacked were accused
of lying about last week’s tragic
events at Kibeho camp, where
thousands of Hutus were Killed by
government gunfire and stani-
pedes in an operation to close the
camp.

Nearly 1000 Hutus remain there
without food or water. ~ REUTER
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Hillsides ‘strewn with corpses’
ns fire -

0

K1GATLL: Panicked Rwandans
fled a refugee camp in droves and
soldiers buried bodies in shallow
graves and latrine plts after thou-
sands died in & mussacre by gov
ernment troops.

A 15km Une of refugees strezmed
out of Kiheho yveslerday towwrd the
provincial capital of Butare. $2km
€4St or the Durundi border, which
ues heyond.

Mosl were sick ar wounded, said w
UN High Comimnission for Refusces
feam thet wigited the cemp. A UN
relief apency set up medicu} centres
alehg the way,

“They luve Lhrowrn sway ail of
their belonglngs, Sucks of meize,
plestic sheeting, porsonal efle=w.”
the t 1 renerted. “l'he road
siled K with 2bhandoned goads

Tutsi-led government furces
geenad fire on Sunduay on refuyees.
predominanlly Hutus. An estimaied
2000 peaple dicd in the shiooting 2nd
subsequent stampede,

Yesterday soldicrs buried wwetims
at the Kipeho cwmyr, 95k sQuth-
wret 0f the capilal, Kigali

Bidisides thal hud been sirewn
with carpses wepe cleared by the end
of the day, aid workers said.

tsin rurned tbhe road out of (he
camp inte a quagmire. Trocks and
huses senl to help evacuate the
pees wese stuck 15k aWay,

Rain afso wpparently tonched ol
Sunday’s mass: .

The Hiutus fewr ‘Fulsi reprivzis for
lagt yeour's slavitgs of Loyl 0000
Tulats Thie refupge Ded laxt July

SSacre

wiwn Tutst-lad rebels gverthrew the
Hutu<dominated government.

Kihche, with about 120,000 revu-
gees, way initially set up by he
French for some 230,000 - dispirced
pcople -

it French withdrew last yesr
ang 'ma new govemntaent sent sol
diers o close the eamps, claiming
thev sheltered militios layal to the
former government,

Qu Sunday camp residents appar
enlly sceking cover from the rain.
tricd Lo run tlrough s vordon af
soidicrs surrounding it

“Tius spooked the soldicrs, sud
they started {iring inta the crowd.”
said ILay Witkingon, UNHCR spokes-
man in XKenya,

When Hutu milltiamen in e
camp appatenlly returned fireo the
=oldiers responded with heavy mor-
rary, the LN sald, Other UN reparts
said penple were killed by machetes
Dayenens vud prenadaos.

“As confusion then beearme wila!
chavs ana panic, & ldrge pamber of
peonie, mostly wormen and childrarn
were trampled 1o ¢eath,” M wWikin
suc saddd

A Dogtorn Withouo Bord
er wlia was 0 the camp on
Frienne Quaoting, su.d cets
have  altacked oo
rracheles, bur much o the Kibng
way done by the Rwandan arniy

SThe army was shooting aen e
R of people whao were feriiae "o
suid vesrerday. lhal was Gid peaptif.
wermen Mooy fGred meio e crowe 7
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By JULIAN BEDFORD
in Kigali
and PAULINE JELINEK
in Gikongoro

A 15-km line of ex-
hausted and wound-
ed refugees from the
massacre at Kibeho
were force-marched
by the army to Bu-
tare, 32km away, yes-
terday.

Tens of thousands of
refugees fled the camp,
about 95km south-west of
the capital Kigali, in
droves as soldiers buried
bodies in shallow graves
and lairine pits after the
killings by govemment
troops.

Most of the refugees
were t00 exhausted even
to carry the {ew possess-
ions they had closely
guarded since theyv left
their villages months ago.

“They have thrown
away all of their belong-
ings, sacks of maize. plas-
tic sheeting, personal
effects,” a team from the
UN High Commissioner
for Refugees that visited
the camp said.

“The road was piled
high with these aban-
doned goods.”

Official estimates of the
death toll range as high
as 8000, but Rwanda':
President said onlyv 3¢
had died.

At Pasteur Bizimungu
visiting the corpse-strewn
camp vesterday said
“The figure thal has been
given has been exagger-
ated There were 300
deaa.

“It is a pry tha! neople
have died but the peopie
inside the camp had arms
and were violent people ”

UN speclal envov Sha
harvar Khan saie the otfi-
cial ceelly toll was 2000
LUt ceunting wav oontin

uing
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But late yesterday, the
UN Assistance Mission in
Rwanda disavowed all
UN estimates, saying:
“After taking & more sci-
entific count of the num-
ber of deaths, the figwe
has been revised to
approximately 2000.”

Most people bound for
Butare were sick or
wounded, -according to
UNHCR.

Soldiers of the Tutsi-led
government forces
opened fire at the
weekend onrefugees, whe
are predominantly from
the Hutu ethnic group.

By last yesterday, most
of the corpses at the
camp had been cleared.
aid workers said.

Rain turned the road
from the camp into a
quagmire. Trucks sent to
help evacuate the re-
fugees were stuck I15km
away.

Most of the refugees are
Hutus who fear Tutsi re-
prisals for last year's
slayings of about 500.030
people — mostly, Tutsis

The refugees fled last
July when Tutsi-led re-
bels overthrew the Hutu-
dominated government

Kibeho, with about
100,000 refugees, was the
largest of the camps sct
up for 250,000 displaced
people.

The new Governmaent
sent soldiers to begin
closing camps on Tues
day. saying they shel
tered militias loyal te tae
former goverument

Al the weekend, camyp
residents, apparcntly
seeking cover from the
rain, tried to run througi:
a cordon of soldiers sur-
rounding 1t

“This spooked the sold-
iers. and they started -
ing into the crowd,” M1
Ray Widkinson, UNHUCR
spokesman 1 Kenva
SaALG

4

1985

’:.“‘
P

When Hutu militiamen
in the camp returned fire,
the soldiers responded
with heavy mortars, the
UN said.

QOther UN reports said
people were Kkilled by
machetes, bayonets and
rocket-propelled gren-
ades.

“As confusion then be-
came total chaos and
panic, a large number of
people, mostly women
and children, were
trampled to death.” Mr
Wilkinson salg.

A Doctors without Bor-
ders worker who saw the
massacre, Mr Etienne
Quetin, said refugees may
have attacked each other
with machetes, but much
of the killing was done by
soldiers from the Rwan-
dan Patriotic Army.

“The RPA was shooting
into the backs of people
who were fleelng,” he sald
yesterday in Gikongoro,
20km north of the camp.

Yesterday, Belgium
condemned the brutality
of Rwandan troops and
France called for those
responsible to be pun
ished.

The US said it was sad
dened and concerned.

According to the Rwan-
dan Government. Hutu
gunmen started (he
shooting.

The Butus hao relused
the mainly-Turss army »
orders ta lcave the camp
and return to theo Vi
lages.

What followed ritne
nMinister Mr Faustin Twa
giramungu said in Fans
was alegitimate response
by Lroops.

They fired directly mu”
the crowd for an how
and hundreas were kilicd
as the Hutus stampeden

UN a:d officia:s sard tiw
RYA lhring ensyied

¢

and mortar home:

@oo2

n lon
of despair

lobbed into the crowd
when troops came tnder
fire fom several armed
Hutus.

Meanwhile, Rwandan
Hutus in exile in Zaire
yesterday accused Tutsl-
led Kigali authorities of
planning the massacre.

The Assembly for the
Return of Dermocracy in
Rwanda blamed the
bloodletting on Rwandan
Defence Minister Mr Paw:
Kagame and Minister of
War Reconstruction, Re-
fugees and Displaced Per-
sons Mr Jacgques Bijoza-
gara.

The Hutu exile or-
ganisation said the mer
{ar attack had been "a
dehiberate and carefully
planned act™.

The two ministers are
considered the strong-
men of the Kigali Gover-
ment

The Assembly for the
Return of Democracy.
formed last week 1n
7aire’'s Hutu refugee
camps, also condemnet

nhe attitude of certan
senjor officials of the UN
aission in Rwanda and
non~governmcnta\ or-
ganisations trving o
minimise the scale of the
tragedy and play Cown
{he responsibities of e

Kigali Government”
' _ REUTER. AF
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Death and desolation in Rwanda

By DONLITELLA LORCH,
Kibeho, Rwawda, Uonday

Gheho was a scenc of carpage
and desolation yesterday. 2
place where death had swepr
through with the internsity well
known 0 Rwanda.

Panicked Hurtus fied the refu-
gee camp and soldiers buried
txxites in shatlow graves and
latrine piss

A 15-kKlometre line of refu-
Q:efs szreamed out of Gbebo
lowards the provingal capital of
Butare ar the Burundi bonder.
Most were sick ot wounded. and
a2 UN relief team, which set ap
medical centres along the way,
described the panic.

“They have throwst away all
of their belangings, sacks of
maixe. plastic shevting, person-
al effects,” the wcam said in a
report, “The road was piled
high with these abandoncd
£00ds.”

Bimer arguments have broken
out between the Rwandan Gov-
emment, UN officiaks and aid
workers about just how many
pevple were slaughtered

UN officiaks initaily cstimat-
ed tat up lo 8000 peopie dier,
shot by Governmesnt uoops of

C

trampled in the ensuing panic

They later revised the official

death ol down to aboat 2000,
Ald workers dispute g fig-
ure, saving it was far higher.
Rwanda's Rebabilitauon
Ministen. 84r Jacques Bihoza-
gara, said: “Hundreds havc
been kiiled. and a tor of penplie

have disappeared” from thw cef-,

ugee camps.

The Government, which had
launched the operadon (o close
the camp, put the number of

‘dead 3¢ 300,

The killings happened m two
wparate incidents. Lach ume.
the Honws trisd 1o run through
the Hines of Rwandan soldiers
who opened fire. The second
timc was just before sunset,
when snldiers opened fire with
assault weapons, machineguns
and grenades, (TN oflicials said.

fast wrek as part of the fing}
stage of a vear-long cfort 10 gex
the Huws w0 retan 1o Husr
homes, the Rwandan military
forcibly closed several camps.
hesding abaut 50,000 [lunis on
10 a2 hillside in Kibeho aad
guarding them with abour 3000
soldiers. With litde food or
water avaitable, wasions grew.

Armed HButu militias inside
the camps coerced and incited
people to iy to nun through the
goops’ lines. Scores of Hutus

wite attacked by others with

machetes. UN officials said.

Yesterday. several hundred
bodics lav scattered near g bnck
building. but most of the dead
were already buried. In a nearby
cluster of brick buildings, 1000
Hutus had wken refuge and
now refused to leave.

"French troops established the
camyg during the Rwandao ovil

4

witt lasi vear bemween the Hutu
and Tuisi ethnic groups. Rough-
by 300.000 {lutus who fled the
victorious rebet Tutsi army toot
refuge in the area. Human
tights and [IN ¢lficials sav many
of these 1lutas had been
invofved in the massacres of an
cstiinated 500000 Rwandans.
most ol them Tulsis

By vesferday. Rwandan sol-
diers had burnicd almost all ol
those killed. UN peacekeepers
said.

The soldiers did not alloer
JCCESS T0 Cermin areas to auy
[IN or retiet wotkers unul after
the clewnup. The delay prevent.
ed UN forces from realising the
full extent of the carnage unnl
vesterdav.

Presitdent Rizimungu, dunag
a visit e Kibeho vesterdav, said
thot he rreops had Lilled no
more than 300 people. “The
internativnal community bhas
been shocked herauses they
have been tald les.”

Yet to the celief workers, UN
medical stafl and visitors who
saw the shootngs. it was obvi-
aus (et ixe fyrures were muoch
higher.

— wew fork Times, AP
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Australian medics caught
in Rwandan camp horror

8y TONY WRIGHT

Pehinczl Correspondent

Almost 50 Australian dactars,
nurses and soldiers were forced to
take shelter in 2 hut in the middle
of g stampeding crowd of tens of
thousands of Rwandans as sol-
diers gpened fire at the weekend,
kitling more than 4,000

The shocked and weary Aust-
raliang were returning yesterday
froms southern Rwanda to the
capital, Kigali, hattling through
streams of refugees fleeing this
{atest horror and searching for
new sanctuacy.

They were being replaced at
the scene of 1he killings by other
members of the 301-strong Medi-
cal Support Force antached to the
United Nations Assistance Mis-
sion in Rwaada (UNAMIR).

A member of the Australian
force in Rwands, Mujor Peter
Seaman, told vesterday how his
colleagues found themseives in
the centre of the waorst massaere
in the country since up to a
million Rwandans died in mass
killings a year ago.

None aof the Australians had

been injured but shots had hit the
hut in which they were sheitering
as Rwandan Patriotic Army
(RPA) soldiers fired indiserimi-
nately into the massive cruwd of
refugees in Kibeho.

The Australians later spoke of
hearing shuoting cuntinuing for
hours as panicked refugees wried
tu escape machere-wielding hard-
liners and gun-toting and gre-
nade-throwing soldicrs.

The Australian soldiers and a
battalion of Zambian soldiers
attached to UNAMIR at the camp
were unable to intervene to try to
profect the refugees — under UN
rules, the 100 Australian riflemen
are in Rwanda ouly to protect thy
Australian medical team.

An official UN statement yester-
day claimed the death foll was
about 2000. but members of aid
groups and others who had heen in
the camp dismissed the statement as
a whitewash, Australian troops had
stopped counting at 4,000 bedies,
according 1o reparts yesterduy
moraing. By vesterday afternoon.
the Austrslivn military was quoting
the UN report without comment

A number of Australian aid

workers, including those CARE
Australia and  Ndideeins Sans
Frontivres (MISF), were in the
arca last night. The president of
MSE France. Mr Philippe Biber-
son. said from Paris thar his fictd
warkers had eeported that teas of
thousands of displaced persons
were wiandering the roads with-
out foad and water. The situation
was clearly desperate. he said.

Major Seaman said an Austra-
lian contingent of 48 had travelled
10 the refugee camp at Kibcho
from Kigali fast Thursday after
reports that the RPA had sur-
rounded the camp. furcing about
70.000 refugees onto a hillside.

The RPA’s stated plan was fo
forcibly repatriate the refugees to
their home comimunes acound the
country.

But the acrion caused infense
amety arnong the refugees, most of
whom are Hutus, who fear revense
front Tutsis for last vear®s genocide.
The RPA soldiers are almost afl
Tutsis.

Major Seaman said the Austra-
lian force in the centre of the
¢amp included 12 doctors and

nurses, a protegtive group of 30
infantryroen and six logistics and
cemmuaications experts.

But on Saturday the situation
suddenly hurtled sut of ¢onirotas
hardcore members of the old
Hutu militie  began  attacking
retugees in the middle ¢f the
¢crowd with machetes.

Major Seaman swid the Hutu
mubitia members did no6t want o be
repatriated aad bekieved they would
be arcested if they were forced to
pass through the RPA checkpoiate.

Their machete aftacks caused
panic to spread throughout e
huge crowd, which stampeced

The RPA soldicrs reacted wirh
semi-auromatic rifie fire and by
throwing srenades as the refugeées
burst  through their cordus.
Those wha fell vere trampied o
deuath.

& Tt was snis s e vesterdus 1hai
Austratia’s wmesvehegpers on
Roanda hud heen angrod the
RSLs 1993 Anvuc Peace Deize fur
thclr outstanding contriduiivn G
the restoration of peace U
strife-tora Central African nation.

dous
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